
mystery of the mary celeste

The Enigmatic Voyage: Unraveling the Mystery of the Mary Celeste

mystery of the mary celeste has fascinated historians, maritime enthusiasts, and mystery lovers for

well over a century. This ghost ship, found adrift in the Atlantic Ocean in 1872 with no crew aboard but

with its cargo and belongings largely intact, remains one of the most perplexing unsolved maritime

mysteries of all time. What happened to the crew? Why was the ship abandoned in seemingly perfect

condition? These questions continue to spark debate and speculation, making the Mary Celeste a

captivating story that blends history, intrigue, and the unknown.

The Background of the Mary Celeste

Before diving into the mystery, it’s important to understand the ship’s origins and its fateful voyage.

The Mary Celeste was a brigantine merchant ship built in 1861. Originally named the Amazon, it was

renamed the Mary Celeste after being sold to American owners. Over the years, the vessel was known

for its speed and reliability, making it a popular choice for transatlantic trade routes.

The Final Voyage

In November 1872, the Mary Celeste set sail from New York City bound for Genoa, Italy, carrying a

cargo of denatured alcohol. The captain, Benjamin Briggs, his wife, their young daughter, and a crew

of seven were aboard. The ship was last seen by the Dei Gratia, a Canadian vessel, about 400 miles

east of the Azores islands. The Dei Gratia later discovered the Mary Celeste drifting without any sign

of the crew, sparking what would become a maritime enigma.



Details Surrounding the Mysterious Abandonment

One of the most intriguing aspects of the mystery is that the Mary Celeste was found in seaworthy

condition. The ship’s sails were partially set, the lifeboat was missing, but the cargo was intact and no

signs of struggle or violence were evident on board.

What the Mary Celeste Crew Left Behind

- Personal belongings of the crew were undisturbed.

- The ship’s logbook was missing the final entry, which added to the uncertainty.

- Food and water supplies were adequate.

- The ship’s rigging and sails showed no signs of damage.

- The lifeboat was gone, but there was no indication of a storm or emergency that would force the

crew to abandon ship abruptly.

These facts have led to numerous theories trying to explain why the crew left the Mary Celeste.

Theories Explaining the Mystery of the Mary Celeste

Over the years, many explanations have been proposed to unravel the mystery of the Mary Celeste.

Some are plausible, while others veer into the realm of the fantastic.

1. Natural Phenomena

One popular theory suggests that a natural event, such as a waterspout or an underwater earthquake,

might have frightened the crew into abandoning ship temporarily. Given the volatile cargo of alcohol,



the crew might have feared an explosion and left in haste. However, no storm or seismic activity was

documented in the area at that time.

2. Alcohol Fumes Explosion

Since the Mary Celeste carried denatured alcohol, some speculate that fumes could have built up,

causing a minor explosion or fire that prompted the crew to abandon ship. The lack of damage or

signs of fire, however, complicates this theory.

3. Piracy or Mutiny

Piracy was a threat during the era, but the lack of theft or violence on board makes this less likely.

Mutiny is another possibility, but again, no evidence supports this scenario, and the crew’s personal

items were untouched.

4. Sea Monster or Paranormal Activity

Some of the more sensational theories involve sea monsters or supernatural forces driving the crew

away. While captivating, these explanations lack any credible evidence and are generally dismissed by

historians.

5. Human Error or Accident

It’s possible the crew mistakenly abandoned ship due to a navigational error or misinterpreted danger.

The fact that the lifeboat was missing implies that the crew might have taken to it but unfortunately

never made it to safety.



Investigations and Cultural Impact

The mystery of the Mary Celeste has inspired countless books, documentaries, and even fictional

works. Maritime investigators at the time attempted to find answers but could only speculate based on

the limited evidence.

The Salvage Inquiry

When the Mary Celeste was recovered by the Dei Gratia crew, a salvage hearing took place to

determine if any wrongdoing had occurred. The inquiry concluded that the ship was abandoned for

unknown reasons, and the salvors received a reward. This official uncertainty only fueled the intrigue

surrounding the case.

The Mary Celeste in Popular Culture

From pulp fiction stories in the early 20th century to modern-day films and podcasts, the Mary Celeste

has become synonymous with maritime mystery. The vessel’s story taps into our fascination with the

unknown and the eerie possibility of ghost ships sailing the seas.

What Makes the Mystery of the Mary Celeste So Enduring?

Several factors contribute to why this mystery has lasted so long and continues to capture

imaginations:

- **Lack of definitive evidence:** Without clear answers, speculation thrives.

- **Human element:** The disappearance of real people adds emotional depth.



- **Maritime lore:** Ghost ships and sea legends are a staple of nautical culture.

- **Unsolved nature:** People are naturally drawn to puzzles and mysteries with no clear solution.

Lessons and Reflections from the Mary Celeste

The story of the Mary Celeste reminds us how unpredictable and dangerous the sea can be. It also

highlights the limits of human understanding when faced with the vastness of nature and unforeseen

circumstances. For sailors and enthusiasts, it serves as a cautionary tale about preparedness and the

need to respect the ocean’s power.

Exploring the mystery of the Mary Celeste offers a fascinating glimpse into 19th-century maritime life

and the enduring human desire to solve puzzles. Whether you lean towards a logical explanation or

enjoy the thrill of the unknown, the story remains a timeless enigma drifting in history’s vast ocean.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the mystery of the Mary Celeste?

The mystery of the Mary Celeste involves the unexplained abandonment of the American merchant

ship in 1872, found adrift in the Atlantic Ocean with no crew on board and no clear reason for their

disappearance.

When and where was the Mary Celeste found abandoned?

The Mary Celeste was found abandoned on December 4, 1872, in the Atlantic Ocean near the Azores

Islands by the Canadian brig Dei Gratia.

Were there any signs of struggle or violence on the Mary Celeste?

No, the Mary Celeste showed no signs of struggle or violence. The ship was intact, and the crew's



personal belongings and cargo were untouched, adding to the mystery of their disappearance.

What theories exist about the disappearance of the Mary Celeste's

crew?

Theories include pirate attack, mutiny, alcohol fumes explosion, waterspout, seaquake, or the crew

abandoning ship due to fear of an imminent disaster, but none have been conclusively proven.

Did the Mary Celeste have enough supplies on board when found?

Yes, the Mary Celeste had ample supplies, including food and water, which suggests the crew left the

ship voluntarily rather than due to an immediate lack of resources.

Was the Mary Celeste ever involved in any criminal activity?

There is no evidence that the Mary Celeste was involved in criminal activity; the mystery revolves

around the unexplained disappearance of the crew rather than any crime.

What happened to the Mary Celeste after it was found?

After being found, the Mary Celeste was sailed to Gibraltar and later sold. It continued to operate

under different owners until it was wrecked in 1885.

Has modern technology helped solve the Mary Celeste mystery?

Modern technology has provided better understanding of possible natural explanations, such as

seaquakes or weather phenomena, but the exact reason for the crew's disappearance remains

unsolved.

Additional Resources

The Mystery of the Mary Celeste: Unraveling History’s Most Puzzling Maritime Enigma



mystery of the mary celeste continues to captivate historians, maritime enthusiasts, and mystery

seekers more than a century after the ghost ship was found adrift in the Atlantic Ocean. The American

merchant brigantine was discovered in 1872, eerily deserted yet still seaworthy, with its cargo intact

and no sign of struggle or distress. This baffling abandonment has spurred countless theories, from

piracy and mutiny to supernatural intervention, but no definitive explanation has ever emerged. As one

of the most enduring maritime mysteries, the Mary Celeste invites a detailed examination of historical

records, maritime conditions of the era, and possible scenarios that could explain this perplexing event.

The Historical Context of the Mary Celeste

The Mary Celeste set sail from New York on November 7, 1872, bound for Genoa, Italy, carrying a

cargo of denatured alcohol. The ship was commanded by Captain Benjamin Briggs, a seasoned

mariner with a reputation for competence and integrity. On December 4, 1872, the British brig Dei

Gratia encountered the Mary Celeste drifting near the Azores Islands. Upon boarding, the crew of the

Dei Gratia found the Mary Celeste’s decks in order, personal belongings undisturbed, and the cargo

undamaged. However, the ship was completely abandoned, with no trace of Captain Briggs, his family,

or the crew of seven.

The ship's log was missing the last two entries, and the only notable observation was a stop in rough

seas a day or two before the discovery. The lifeboat was also missing, suggesting that the crew had

left voluntarily. This paradox—an abandoned yet intact ship—has been the core of the mystery,

prompting further inquiry into maritime practices, weather conditions, and other possible causes.

Investigations and Theories Surrounding the Mary Celeste

The mystery of the Mary Celeste has generated a wide array of hypotheses, each attempting to

reconcile the facts with plausible explanations. Below are some of the most discussed theories,

assessed for their likelihood and evidential support.



Natural Phenomena and Maritime Hazards

One prevailing theory suggests that natural events forced the crew to abandon ship temporarily,

leading to their disappearance. Some maritime experts speculate that a sudden and violent seaquake

or waterspout could have created panic, causing the crew to take to the lifeboat. Another hypothesis

points to the cargo of denatured alcohol, which is highly flammable and volatile. A small leak might

have caused fumes to accumulate, prompting the crew to evacuate in fear of an explosion.

Supporting this, weather records indicate that the Mary Celeste had encountered rough seas days

before being found. The crew may have believed the ship was in imminent danger and abandoned it,

only to be lost at sea when the lifeboat capsized or drifted away.

Piracy and Mutiny

Piracy and mutiny, common concerns in 19th-century maritime travel, were also considered. However,

the absence of robbery, violence, or signs of struggle aboard the Mary Celeste weakens this theory.

The ship’s cargo and valuables were untouched, and personal effects remained behind. Furthermore,

there were no known disputes among the crew that could have triggered mutiny.

Still, some speculate that a mutiny could have led to the crew’s disappearance if they intended to

escape or if a faction eliminated the others. Yet, no evidence supports this, making it a less favored

explanation.

Deliberate Abandonment or Insurance Fraud

Another angle involves the possibility of deliberate abandonment or insurance fraud. In this scenario,

the crew might have staged the disappearance to claim insurance money on the ship and cargo.

However, Captain Briggs’s impeccable record and the absence of financial motives undermine this



theory. Additionally, the ship was found in good condition, making intentional scuttling unlikely.

Supernatural and Extraterrestrial Theories

The mystery of the Mary Celeste has naturally attracted supernatural explanations, including ghost

ships, sea monsters, and alien abductions. While these theories are popular in folklore and popular

culture, they lack empirical support and are generally dismissed by serious researchers. However, their

persistence demonstrates the enduring fascination with unexplained maritime disappearances.

Comparative Analysis: Mary Celeste and Other Ghost Ships

To deepen understanding, comparing the Mary Celeste with other famous ghost ships highlights

patterns and differences that can illuminate potential causes of abandonment.

The Carroll A. Deering

Discovered in 1921 off the coast of North Carolina, the Carroll A. Deering was similarly found

abandoned with no crew. Unlike the Mary Celeste, the Deering’s sails were torn, and the ship was

grounded, suggesting a more violent event or accident. Theories range from piracy to rum-running, but

like the Mary Celeste, the fate of the crew remains unknown.

The Ourang Medan

A legendary ghost ship reported in the late 1940s, the Ourang Medan’s entire crew was allegedly

found dead under mysterious circumstances. While details are sparse and often regarded as maritime

myth, the story echoes the eerie abandonment theme seen in the Mary Celeste. These cases



collectively highlight the dangers of sea travel and the sometimes inexplicable nature of maritime

disappearances.

Features of the Mary Celeste That Add to the Enigma

Several features of the Mary Celeste’s condition when found contribute to the mystery’s complexity:

Intact Cargo: The ship’s cargo of 1,701 barrels of denatured alcohol was mostly undisturbed,

ruling out theft or sabotage.

Operational Condition: The ship was seaworthy, with sails partially set and no apparent damage.

Missing Lifeboat: The small lifeboat was gone, indicating the crew left deliberately.

Personal Items Left Behind: The captain’s belongings, including navigational instruments and

personal effects, were untouched.

Logbook Entries: The last log entry was made days before the ship was found, with no indication

of distress.

These factors make it difficult to pinpoint a single cause and suggest a scenario in which the crew

faced a sudden, perceived threat that forced an immediate evacuation.

The Lasting Impact and Cultural Significance

The mystery of the Mary Celeste has transcended the maritime community, influencing literature, film,



and popular culture. Its story embodies the archetype of the ghost ship, a vessel suspended between

reality and legend. The case has prompted numerous books, articles, and documentaries, each

exploring new angles or attempting to solve the riddle.

From an investigative standpoint, the Mary Celeste underscores the limitations of 19th-century

maritime communication and safety measures. It also reflects the harsh and unpredictable nature of

ocean voyages during the Age of Sail, where even experienced crews faced life-threatening

challenges.

In recent years, advances in oceanography, meteorology, and forensic analysis have allowed

historians to revisit the case with fresh perspectives. Yet, despite technological progress, the Mary

Celeste remains an unsolved enigma—an enduring reminder of the sea’s mysteries and the human

stories lost to its depths.

Mystery Of The Mary Celeste

  mystery of the mary celeste: The Mary Celeste Jane Yolen, Heidi E. Y. Stemple, 2021-05-25
In this spooky book from the nonfiction An Unsolved Mystery from History picture book series, set
off on the high seas to a ghost ship left completely abandoned and adrift on the waves. The Mary
Celeste was discovered adrift on the open sea by another ship in 1872—with no sign of captain or
crew. What happened? Did the crew mutiny? Were they attacked by pirates? Caught in a storm? No
one ever found out. Inside this book are the clues that were left behind and the theories of what
people think happened aboard that ship. Become a detective, study the clues, and see if you can help
solve this chilling mystery from history!
  mystery of the mary celeste: Mystery of the Mary Celeste Barbara Krasner, 2015-12-15 Get
closer to solving the mystery of the Mary Celeste with this riveting title. Learn about leading
theories, important clues, and study the evidence to develop your on conclusions about the
disappearance of this ship.
  mystery of the mary celeste: Mary Celeste Paul Begg, 2014-07-22 Mary Celeste is an iconic
mystery - a perfectly seaworthy ship found wandering aimlessly at sea, her crew strangely and
inexplicably missing. Paul Begg tells the story of the discovery of Mary Celeste and the people who
vanished, and investigates over a centurys worth of speculation and survivors tales, searching for
the facts behind one of the worlds great mysteries.
  mystery of the mary celeste: The Mystery of the Mary Celeste Charles River Editors,
2016-06-19 *Includes pictures *Includes accounts of the Mary Celeste written by those who sailed on
it and those who found it *Includes online resources and a bibliography for further reading *Includes
a table of contents In the month of December in the year 1873, the British ship Dei Gratia steered
into Gibraltar, having in tow the derelict brigantine Marie Celeste, which had been picked up in
latitude 38 degrees 40', longitude 17 degrees 15' W. There were several circumstances in
connection with the condition and appearance of this abandoned vessel which excited considerable

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-194/mystery-of-the-mary-celeste.pdf


comment at the time, and aroused a curiosity which has never been satisfied. - Sir Arthur Conan
Doyle, J. Habakuk Jephson's Statement People love mysteries, which is a good thing since history is
so replete with them. This is especially true among seafaring people, and of all the mysteries of the
deep, few rise to the level of the Mary Celeste. In many ways, it is a story more suited for an episode
of The X-Files than it is for any history book. There is the unlucky ship that began her sailing career
under a cloud of bad fortune and accident. Then there is that handsome young captain, a man
appearing to be of the highest moral fiber who chose to travel with his wife and young daughter
rather than carouse with loose women. His crew was small but faithful, and his First Mate was an
old friend. They set sail for Genoa late in 1872 but arrived instead in the history books, lost suddenly
to a mystery that remains unsolved to this day. The first indication that anything unusual had
happened came on December 5 of that year, when the Mary Celeste was found by another ship, the
Dei Gratia, sailing safely and intact but completely devoid of human beings. The bed was unmade
and the captain's cabin a bit untidy, but otherwise there was no sign of struggle. Or was there? A
sword turned up with spots that some thought must be blood, and there were also mysterious cuts
on the ship's railing, but at the same time, the ship's provisions were almost entirely untouched,
leading some to theorize pirates attacked the ship and others to believe all of it consisted of normal
wear and tear? The Dei Gratia towed the Mary Celeste and brought it to an admiralty court to seek a
salvage prize, and eventually the court could find no evidence of foul play. At the same time, it
awarded the crew of the Dei Gratia only a fraction of what the ship had been insured for, a
suggestion that the court didn't completely believe the crew's account. The mystery might have been
forgotten altogether shortly after, but young Arthur Conan Doyle, who would eventually earn fame
for his Sherlock Holmes mysteries, helped popularize the Mary Celeste and its mysterious fate with
his fictional story J. Habakuk Jephson's Statement. Naturally, as the story spread, so did the rumors
and the theories. Some believed the crew mutinied, while others speculated that the boat's own
owner had those on board killed. As the decades passed, men turned up claiming to have new
information, but nothing definitive was ever confirmed. Given the mystery, over the years, whatever
fear was trending in popular culture found its way into the Mary Celeste story. For example, sea
monsters were blamed in the 19th century, and in the 20th century, some posited that aliens from
outer space had captured the unfortunate passengers and swept them off to their home planet.
While this might be among the less believable theories, none of the other theories can be completely
proven either, ensuring that all of the theories (and new ones) will continue to form for as long as
history remembers the story. The Mystery of the Mary Celeste: The History of the American
Merchant Vessel and the Disappearance of Its Crew looks at one of America's most famous
mysteries. Along with pictures of important people, places, and events, you will learn about the Mary
Celeste like never before.
  mystery of the mary celeste: The Mary Celeste: The Ghost Ship And Its Unsolved
Disappearance Jack Smith, The Mary Celeste, a famous ghost ship, presents a perplexing mystery
that has captivated the world for over a century. This book delves into the unsolved disappearance of
the ship and its crew, exploring the eerie scene that was discovered when the ship was found
abandoned. Through a combination of historical context, expert analysis, and modern-day
investigations, the book examines various theories and speculations surrounding the disappearance,
including piracy, supernatural explanations, and conspiracy theories. Readers will also learn about
the attempts to locate the crew, the impact on maritime law, and the connection to the Bermuda
Triangle. The book discusses the legacy of the Mary Celeste, its cultural and literary impact, and its
portrayal in popular culture. Lastly, it delves into other mysteries of the sea and their connection to
unexplained historical events. With new discoveries and insights, this book leaves readers intrigued
and fascinated by the secrets of the Mary Celeste and other maritime enigmas.
  mystery of the mary celeste: The Mystery of the Mary Celeste Richard Brightfield, 2000
Story of the ghost ship Mary Celeste.
  mystery of the mary celeste: The True Mystery of the Mary Celeste Rachel Wright, 2001 1872.
Could the entire crew of the Mary Celeste have vanished in to thin air? Want to find out the facts,



and quick? Speedy Reads: The True Mystery of the Mary Celeste answers all your vital questions on
the greatest seas mystery ever: Did the crew go crazy and throw themselves overboard? Were they
all abducted by aliens? Or is there a scientific answer to explain their disappearance?
  mystery of the mary celeste: The Mystery of the Mary Celeste Meg Moss, 2015 In 1872, the
ship Mary Celeste was found drifting with no one on board. Explore the last known facts of the ship
and some of the theories of the whereabouts of her crew.
  mystery of the mary celeste: The Mystery of the Mary Celeste Ormond de Kay, 1981 A
classic riddle of the sea - on the afternoon of December 4, 1872 the Mary Celeste was fo9und empty
of human passengers.
  mystery of the mary celeste: Ghost Ship Brian Hicks, 2004-06-01 On December 4th, 1872, a
100-foot brigantine was discovered drifting through the North Atlantic without a soul on board. Not
a sign of struggle, not a shred of damage, no ransacked cargo—and not a trace of the captain, his
wife and daughter, or the crew. What happened on board the ghost ship Mary Celeste has baffled
and tantalized the world for 130 years. In his stunning new book, award-winning journalist Brian
Hicks plumbs the depths of this fabled nautical mystery and finally uncovers the truth. The Mary
Celeste was cursed as soon as she was launched on the Bay of Fundy in the spring of 1861. Her first
captain died before completing the maiden voyage. In London she accidentally rammed and sank an
English brig. Later she was abandoned after a storm drove her ashore at Cape Breton. But somehow
the ship was recovered and refitted, and in the autumn of 1872 she fell to the reluctant command of
a seasoned mariner named Benjamin Spooner Briggs. It was Briggs who was at the helm when the
Mary Celeste sailed into history. In Brian Hicks’s skilled hands, the story of the Mary Celeste
becomes the quintessential tale of men lost at sea. Hicks vividly recreates the events leading up to
the crew’s disappearance and then unfolds the complicated and bizarre aftermath—the dark
suspicions that fell on the officers of the ship that intercepted her; the farcical Admiralty Court
salvage hearing in Gibraltar; the wild myths that circulated after Sir Arthur Conan Doyle published a
thinly disguised short story sensationalizing the mystery. Everything from a voodoo curse to an alien
abduction has been hauled out to explain the fate of the Mary Celeste. But, as Brian Hicks reveals,
the truth is actually grounded in the combined tragedies of human error and bad luck. The story of
the Mary Celeste acquired yet another twist in 2001, when a team of divers funded by novelist Clive
Cussler located the wreck in a coral reef off Haiti. Written with the suspense of a thriller and the
vivid accuracy of the best popular history, Ghost Ship tells the unforgettable true story of the most
famous and most fascinating maritime mystery of all time.
  mystery of the mary celeste: A Great Sea Mystery John Gilbert Lockhart, 1927
  mystery of the mary celeste: The Saga of the Mary Celeste Stanley T. Spicer, 1993-01-01
  mystery of the mary celeste: The Great Mary Celeste Hoax Laurence J. Keating, 1929
  mystery of the mary celeste: The Mystery of the "Mary Celeste" ... A Synopsis for a Film,
Etc Denison CLIFT, 1935
  mystery of the mary celeste: Mary Celeste Captivating History, 2025-01-14 The Mary Celeste:
The Haunting Mystery of a Ghost Ship The Mary Celeste remains one of the greatest maritime
mysteries of all time. A ship discovered adrift with no crew but otherwise intact has captured
imaginations for over 150 years. Often considered the ultimate ghost ship, this true tale is more
chilling and perplexing than any legend. Originally launched under another name, the Mary Celeste
was plagued with bad luck from the start. After being salvaged and renamed, the ship's fate took an
even darker turn. When it set sail on November 7th, 1872, the crew had no way of knowing their
journey would enter the annals of nautical lore. Ten days later, the ship was found eerily abandoned,
its sails tattered and its cargo untouched. Despite countless theories, from piracy to mutiny to sea
monsters, the disappearance of the Mary Celeste's crew remains unsolved to this day. What You'll
Discover in This Book: The History of the Mary Celeste: From its troubled beginnings to its ill-fated
voyage The Fateful Journey: The events leading up to the ship's abandonment The Discovery: How
the ship was found adrift in the Atlantic, empty of its crew and passengers Theories and
Speculations: The most compelling and bizarre explanations for the disappearance of the crew The



Legacy of a Mystery: Why the Mary Celeste continues to fascinate and inspire today
  mystery of the mary celeste: A Great Sea Mystery - The True Story of the "Mary Celeste" J.
Lockhart, 2006-07-01 A Great Sea Mystery - The True Story of The Mary Celeste - Lockhart, J., G.
Much has been written about the famous derelict, found in mid-ocean without a soul aboard or a
clue to explain why she had been abandoned. From time to time solutions have appeared from the
records of some alleged survivor or eye-witness, but, as Mr. Lockhart shows, such solutions are all
spurious. The mystery remains to puzzle and to fascinate losing none of its attraction with the
passage of years. Here for the first time the facts, taken from official and authoritative documents,
are given in full, and the various explanations are in turn examined and refuted. Finally, Mr.
Lockhart, from information obtained from unquestionable sources, discloses what is undoubtedly the
genuine solution of this greatest of all mysteries of the sea. Contents Include: - The Finding of the
Ship - The Mary Celeste - At Gibraltar - Some Theories - The Story of Habakuk Jephson - Solutions -
More Solutions - The Story of Abel F
  mystery of the mary celeste: The Mysterious Case of the Mary Celeste Graham Faiella,
2022-07-14 4 December 1872: The brigantine Dei Gratia chances upon another brigantine out on the
Atlantic near the Azores. She is the Mary Celeste . She is under sail. But she is deserted. Silent as a
drowned cadaver. For 150 years since then, the mystery of why the Mary Celeste was abandoned,
and what happened to the ten souls on board, has spawned thousands of conjectures, conspiracy
theories, fictions and fantasies. Some have thought they solved the mystery. Some have just spun
yarns. One, at least, has claimed it was all a hoax. The Mysterious Case of the Mary Celeste: 150
Years of Myth and Mystique unveils those stories – the 'fake news', 'alternative facts' and the myths
fabricated from fractured truths. These are the real facts in search of a truth that remains
unfathomable to this day.
  mystery of the mary celeste: Nelson English John Jackman, Wendy Wren, 1998-06 Nelson
English has been specifically designed to ensure that you cover the basics of the National
Curriculum and other UK curricula. Activities cover NLS Text, Word and Sentence Level objectives.
  mystery of the mary celeste: The Mystery of the Mary Celeste Richard Rees, 2015-05-22
On December 4, in the year 1872, the American brigantine Mary Celeste, bound from New York to
Genoa, was found abandoned but completely seaworthy, some 600 miles off the Spanish coast, with
no sign of captain or crew. What happened has remained unsolved for over 138 years, but after a
year of exhaustive research, the answer to the world's most famous sea mystery is now told in
factional form through the eyes of New York detective Michael Callaghan, and his estranged wife
Colleen. Investigating two brutal murders committed in New York's teeming Lower East Side, and
also pursuing their own vendettas across the Atlantic against one of America's greatest fraudsters -
Brains Sweeny, mastermind of the notorious Tweed Ring, who has fled New York with $200,000,000
of its money, converted into diamonds - Callaghan and Colleen uncover a web of intrigue and deceit,
involving not only a Sicilian organisation called the Mafia, previously unknown to the world outside
the island, but also a counter revolutionary plot codenamed Opus Dei, conceived by Pierre Beckx,
Father-General of the Jesuits, to restore the Church of Rome, disestablished in Germany by Count
von Bismarck, and in Italy by King Victor Emmanuel, with the Pope a house-prisoner in the Vatican.
  mystery of the mary celeste: The Shadow of the Mary Celeste Richard Rees, 1995 An
unravelling of the mystery of the Mary Celeste, the brigantine found abandoned - but completely
seaworthy - off the coast of Spain in December 1872. This factional account reveals a web of intrigue
and deceit involving New York criminals and the political machinations of the Church of Rome.
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