
lucian freud national portrait gallery

Lucian Freud and the National Portrait Gallery: A Deep Dive into Portraiture Mastery

lucian freud national portrait gallery is a phrase that resonates deeply with art enthusiasts and historians
alike. The National Portrait Gallery in London, renowned for showcasing portraits of influential figures in
British history, has long held a special place for the works of Lucian Freud. Known as one of the most
compelling and intense portrait painters of the 20th century, Freud’s connection with the Gallery offers a
fascinating lens through which to explore his artistic legacy and the evolving nature of portraiture itself.

Who Was Lucian Freud?

Before delving into the significance of the lucian freud national portrait gallery relationship, it’s essential to
understand who Lucian Freud was. Born in 1922, Freud was a British painter celebrated for his unflinching,
often raw depictions of the human form. Grandson of Sigmund Freud, the father of psychoanalysis, Lucian Freud
carved his own niche in the art world by focusing intensely on the psychological and physical reality of his
subjects.

Unlike traditional portraiture which often idealizes its subjects, Freud’s paintings are marked by a stark
honesty and brutal intimacy. His works reveal the vulnerability, complexity, and even the imperfections of
those he painted. This approach revolutionized portrait painting, making him a central figure in contemporary
British art.

Lucian Freud at the National Portrait Gallery

The National Portrait Gallery has a rich collection that aims to capture the faces and stories that have
shaped British history. Freud’s portraits, with their penetrating insight into character and emotion, align
perfectly with this mission. Over the years, the Gallery has hosted exhibitions and displayed several of Freud’s
works, offering visitors a chance to experience his unique style firsthand.

Key Exhibitions Featuring Lucian Freud

One of the most notable exhibitions was the 2012 retrospective titled “Lucian Freud Portraits,” which
showcased over 70 works spanning his entire career. This exhibition was pivotal because it highlighted not just
his famous nudes and figure studies but also his portraits of notable individuals from the realms of art,
literature, and society.

Visitors to the National Portrait Gallery during this exhibition could witness how Freud’s style evolved
over decades—from the relatively smoother brushwork of his early career to the thickly textured, almost
sculptural application of paint in his later years. The exhibition also underscored Freud’s commitment to
spending long hours with his subjects, sometimes for years, to capture an authentic representation.

Significant Portraits in the Gallery’s Collection

The Gallery holds portraits of some of the most influential figures painted by Freud, including:

Sir Lucian Freud by Frank Auerbach – Not a painting by Freud himself but a testament to his influence in
the art community.



Portrait of David Hockney – An intimate depiction of the fellow artist and a close friend.

Kate Moss – One of Freud’s later portraits, capturing the supermodel with his characteristic intensity.

These portraits exemplify Freud’s ability to convey not just the physical likeness but the psychological
essence of his subjects, making them invaluable to the Gallery’s narrative of British identity and culture.

The Artistic Style of Lucian Freud: Why His Portraits Stand Out

To appreciate the lucian freud national portrait gallery connection fully, understanding Freud’s artistic
style is crucial. His approach to portraiture is often described as both intimate and confrontational. Here are
some hallmark features of his style:

1. Thick Impasto and Textural Richness

Freud’s paintings are notable for their thick layers of paint that add a sculptural quality to his portraits.
This technique, known as impasto, allows the surface of the painting to mimic the texture of skin, wrinkles, and
flesh, enhancing the tactile experience for the viewer.

2. Unvarnished Realism

Unlike many portrait artists who aim to beautify their subjects, Freud was committed to portraying them with
raw honesty. Every blemish, fold, and imperfection was carefully rendered, reflecting his belief in the truthful
representation of the human form.

3. Psychological Depth

Freud’s portraits often evoke a sense of psychological tension. His subjects seem to reveal their inner
complexities, vulnerabilities, and even discomfort. This emotional depth invites viewers to engage with the
portrait on a more profound level.

Visiting the National Portrait Gallery: Experiencing Lucian Freud’s
Legacy

If you’re planning a visit to the National Portrait Gallery and have an interest in Lucian Freud, here are some
tips to enhance your experience:

Check Current Exhibitions: The Gallery frequently rotates its displays, so it’s worth visiting their
website or contacting them to see if any Freud works are currently on show.

Take a Guided Tour: Many tours focus on portraiture and often include insights into Freud’s paintings,
providing a richer understanding of his technique and themes.

Explore Related Collections: Alongside Freud, the Gallery features portraits from other British
masters, allowing you to compare styles and appreciate the evolution of portrait art.



Use Audio Guides: These often include commentary on the emotional and historical context behind Freud’s
portraits, deepening your appreciation.

Why Lucian Freud’s Work Continues to Captivate

The enduring appeal of Lucian Freud’s portraits lies in their profound humanity. In a world often obsessed with
polished images and superficial beauty, Freud’s paintings remind us of the complexity beneath the surface. His
works are not just pictures but psychological studies that invite empathy and reflection.

The National Portrait Gallery, by preserving and showcasing Freud’s portraits, plays a crucial role in keeping
this legacy alive. It offers a space where viewers can confront the raw truths of human existence through the
lens of one of Britain’s greatest artists.

The Impact on Contemporary Portraiture

Lucian Freud’s influence extends beyond his lifetime, inspiring contemporary artists to embrace authenticity and
explore the nuances of human identity. His dedication to slow, deliberate observation challenges the fast-paced
consumption of images today, encouraging a deeper connection between artist, subject, and viewer.

Final Thoughts on Lucian Freud and the National Portrait Gallery

Exploring the lucian freud national portrait gallery relationship is more than just admiring beautiful paintings;
it’s about engaging with a powerful narrative on identity, vulnerability, and artistic integrity. Whether you’re
an art lover, a student, or a casual visitor, the experience offers an opportunity to see the human condition
reflected through the eyes of one of the 20th century’s most compelling painters.

Next time you find yourself at the National Portrait Gallery, take a moment to seek out Freud’s portraits. Let
the thick brushstrokes, intense gazes, and textured flesh draw you into a conversation that transcends time
and place—one that speaks directly to the heart of what it means to be human.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Lucian Freud and why is he significant to the National Portrait
Gallery?

Lucian Freud was a British painter known for his intense and psychologically penetrating portraits. His work is
significant to the National Portrait Gallery because it represents a major contribution to contemporary
portraiture, showcasing the depth of human character and emotion.

Are there any Lucian Freud exhibitions currently at the National Portrait
Gallery?

As of 2024, the National Portrait Gallery occasionally features Lucian Freud's works in special exhibitions.
It is best to check their official website for the most up-to-date exhibition schedule.



What are some of the most famous Lucian Freud portraits displayed at the
National Portrait Gallery?

Some of Lucian Freud's most famous portraits that have been displayed at the National Portrait Gallery
include his portraits of Queen Elizabeth II, Leigh Bowery, and his self-portraits, which highlight his distinctive
style and psychological insight.

How does Lucian Freud's style differ from other portrait artists featured
at the National Portrait Gallery?

Lucian Freud's style is characterized by thick impasto, intense realism, and a focus on the raw physicality and
psychological depth of his subjects, which sets him apart from other portrait artists who may emphasize
idealization or formal composition.

Can visitors see Lucian Freud's works online through the National Portrait
Gallery's collection?

Yes, the National Portrait Gallery offers an online collection where visitors can view high-quality images of
Lucian Freud's portraits along with detailed information about each work.

What impact did Lucian Freud have on British portrait art as reflected by
the National Portrait Gallery?

Lucian Freud had a profound impact on British portrait art by challenging traditional representations and
emphasizing a raw, honest portrayal of his subjects. The National Portrait Gallery reflects this influence by
featuring his works prominently and highlighting his role in modernizing portraiture.

Additional Resources
Lucian Freud at the National Portrait Gallery: A Profound Exploration of Human Psyche

lucian freud national portrait gallery exhibitions represent a significant confluence of psychological depth and
artistic mastery. The National Portrait Gallery’s commitment to showcasing the works of Lucian Freud offers
visitors an intimate look at one of the most influential portrait painters of the 20th century. Freud’s
compelling depictions transcend mere representation, delving into the complexities of identity, vulnerability, and
corporeality, making his portraits indispensable to the narrative of modern art.

Understanding Lucian Freud’s Artistic Legacy

Lucian Freud, grandson of the famed psychoanalyst Sigmund Freud, carved his own legacy with a style marked
by intense observation and unflinching honesty. His portraits reveal a fascination with the human body and
psyche, often rendering subjects with raw, textured brushstrokes that expose both physical and emotional
layers. The National Portrait Gallery, by including Freud’s work in its collection and exhibitions, highlights
this distinctive approach, which challenges traditional portraiture conventions.

The gallery’s presentation of Freud’s paintings offers a nuanced view of his technique and thematic
preoccupations. Unlike conventional portraiture, which often idealizes subjects, Freud’s work embraces
imperfections and psychological complexity. This approach invites viewers to confront the realities of human
existence through the lens of art.



The National Portrait Gallery’s Role in Showcasing Freud’s Work

The National Portrait Gallery acts as a crucial platform in contextualizing Freud’s contribution within the
broader scope of British art history. By curating exhibitions dedicated to his oeuvre, the gallery ensures that
audiences appreciate not only the aesthetic qualities but also the cultural and psychological significance of
his portraits.

The gallery’s exhibitions often feature a range of Freud’s portraits, from intimate studies of friends and family
members to commissioned works of notable figures. This diversity underscores his versatility and enduring
relevance. Moreover, the gallery supplements these visual experiences with insightful commentary, archival
materials, and interactive displays, enriching visitors’ understanding of Freud’s methodology and influence.

Lucian Freud’s Portraiture: Techniques and Themes

Freud’s portraiture is renowned for its meticulous attention to flesh, texture, and form. His application of
thick impasto and layered brushwork creates surfaces that are almost tactile, inviting close scrutiny. This
technique, combined with his choice of subjects often caught in moments of vulnerability or introspection,
produces works that are psychologically charged and visually compelling.

Exploration of Human Vulnerability

One of the defining characteristics of Freud’s portraits is their unvarnished portrayal of human vulnerability.
Unlike the idealized, sanitized depictions common in portraiture, Freud’s canvases reveal the sitter’s physical and
emotional realities. This raw honesty can be unsettling but also deeply empathetic, offering a profound
meditation on the nature of self and other.

Comparisons with Contemporary Portrait Artists

Within the National Portrait Gallery’s broader collection, Freud’s work stands out for its intensity and
psychological depth. When compared with contemporaries such as Francis Bacon or Frank Auerbach, Freud’s
portraits are less abstract yet equally challenging. His focus on the human body’s tangible presence
contrasts with Bacon’s distorted figures and Auerbach’s expressive brushstrokes, positioning Freud uniquely
within post-war British art.

Visitor Experience and Educational Value

The National Portrait Gallery’s exhibitions of Lucian Freud’s work provide a multifaceted experience that
appeals to both art aficionados and casual visitors. Through carefully curated displays, the gallery offers
insight into Freud’s creative process, his relationships with his subjects, and the socio-cultural context of his
work.

Interactive Elements and Digital Access

Recognizing the importance of accessibility and engagement, the National Portrait Gallery incorporates
interactive elements such as audio guides, multimedia presentations, and digital archives. These tools enable
visitors to explore Freud’s technique and thematic concerns in greater depth, enhancing appreciation and
understanding.



Educational Programs and Public Lectures

The gallery also organizes lectures, workshops, and panel discussions that delve into Freud’s artistic
philosophy and legacy. These initiatives foster dialogue between artists, scholars, and the public, enriching the
cultural discourse surrounding portraiture and contemporary art.

Challenges and Critiques of Freud’s Portraiture

While widely celebrated, Lucian Freud’s portraiture has not escaped critique. Some viewers find his unflinching
realism confronting, questioning whether his portrayals verge on the invasive or exploitative. Additionally,
the intense focus on physicality and sometimes stark nudity raises debates about the boundaries of portraiture
and artistic representation.

However, these controversies often underscore the power of Freud’s work to provoke thought and emotion,
reinforcing his status as a transformative figure in modern art. The National Portrait Gallery’s exhibitions do
not shy away from these discussions, instead using them as a platform to explore the ethical and aesthetic
dimensions of portraiture.

Lucian Freud National Portrait Gallery: A Cultural Touchstone

In presenting Lucian Freud’s portraits, the National Portrait Gallery contributes significantly to the
preservation and interpretation of British cultural heritage. Freud’s art, with its profound psychological
insight and technical virtuosity, challenges and enriches our understanding of human identity.

The gallery’s commitment to exhibiting Freud’s work ensures that new generations continue to engage with his
legacy, fostering appreciation for a painter whose portraits remain as relevant and compelling today as when
they were first created. Through this ongoing dialogue between past and present, the National Portrait
Gallery cements its role as a vital institution in the world of art and portraiture.

Lucian Freud National Portrait Gallery

  lucian freud national portrait gallery: Lucian Freud Lucian Freud, Sarah Howgate, Michael
Auping, John Richardson, 2012 A selection of portraits by the realist painter.
  lucian freud national portrait gallery: Lucian Freud National Portrait Gallery (Londres).,
2012
  lucian freud national portrait gallery: Lucian Freud Lucian Freud, Modern Art Museum of
Fort Worth, Sarah Howgate, Michael Auping, National Portrait Gallery (Great Britain), John
Richardson, 2012 A survey of portraits by the realist painter.
  lucian freud national portrait gallery: Lucian Freud Lucian Freud, Sarah Howgate, David
Hockney, 2012 This beautifully illustrated book features fifty of Lucian Freud's portraits and figure
paintings, offering an excellent introduction to the work of one of the most innovative figurative
artists of the 20th century. Arranged chronologically and ranging over seven decades, from the early
1940s to Freud's death in July of 2011, the book features Freud's portraits of subjects including Kitty
Garman and Lady Caroline Blackwood, both of whom were married to the artist; his mother, Lucie
Freud; friends and colleagues Martin Gayford and David Hockney; and more formal portraits of
subjects including Andrew Parker Bowles and Baron Thyssen-Bornemisza. In his essay, critic Martin
Gayford discusses Freud's standing as an artist and his place in art history and offers personal

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-194/lucian-freud-national-portrait-gallery.pdf


insights into the artist's life and approach to portraiture. Artist and longtime friend David Hockney
gives a revealing account of his own experience sitting for a portrait by Freud. An illustrated
chronology and previously unpublished documentary photographs place Freud's works within the
context of his remarkable biography. An ideal introduction to Freud's work, Lucian Freud: Painting
People offers an excellent survey of an artist considered one of the world's greatest realist painters.
  lucian freud national portrait gallery: Lucian Freud's Sketchbooks , 2016-08-16 Presented
here is a selection of previously unpublished images from Freud's sketchbooks, now in the collection
of the National Portrait Gallery, London.
  lucian freud national portrait gallery: A Painter's Progress David Dawson, 2014-10-07 For
nearly twenty years David Dawson was Lucian Freud’s assistant, companion, and model. Freud
moved in rarefied, powerful circles and was tenacious about protecting his privacy. He also carefully
avoided distraction. With few exceptions, he wanted only those he knew well, like the late Bruce
Bernard, to photograph him. David Dawson, however, was in a unique position, and as Freud
became comfortable in the presence of Dawson’s camera, photographing became part of the daily
ritual of the studio. These photographs reveal in a most intimate way the subjects and the stages of
paintings in progress. Few artists, if any, have had their lives and their work recorded over such a
length of time. Despite Freud’s sense of privacy, his circle was wide. Among those who regularly
visited Freud were figures from the art world, including art historian John Richardson, and painters
David Hockney, and Frank Auerbach, along with model Kate Moss and friends such as the Duke of
Beaufort. The book begins in Freud’s old studio in Holland Park and then records the artist in his
eighteenth-century house in Kensington, the first floor of which was his final studio. Dawson also
photographed Freud on his visits to look at masterpieces in various museums in New York,
Amsterdam and Madrid. The book ends with views of the rooms in which Freud’s own extraordinary
collection of paintings was hung. It is the only record of the house itself before the dispersal of the
art on his death, but ultimately, the photographs create an intimate portrait of the man. The final
images in this book are of the hanging of Freud’s work in his posthumous London exhibition at the
National Portrait Gallery. Haunting and fascinating, this is a revelatory document about one of our
most important and influential painters.
  lucian freud national portrait gallery: The Lives of Lucian Freud: Fame William Feaver,
2021-01-19 The first biography of the epic life of one of the most important, enigmatic and private
artists of the 20th century. Drawn from almost 40 years of conversations with the artist, letters and
papers, it is a major work written by a well-known British art critic. Lucian Freud (1922-2011) is one
of the most influential figurative painters of the 20th century. His paintings are in every major
museum and many private collections here and abroad. William Feaver's daily calls from 1973 until
Freud died in 2011, as well as interviews with family and friends were crucial sources for this book.
Freud had ferocious energy, worked day and night but his circle was broad including not just other
well-known artists but writers, bluebloods, royals in England and Europe, drag queens, fashion
models gamblers, bookies and gangsters like the Kray twins. Fierce, rebellious, charismatic,
extremely guarded about his life, he was witty, mischievous and a womanizer. This brilliantly
researched book begins with the Freuds' life in Berlin, the rise of Hitler and the family's escape to
London in 1933 when Lucian was 10. Sigmund Freud was his grandfather and Ernst, his father was
an architect. In London in his twenties, his first solo show was in 1944 at the Lefevre Gallery.
Around this time, Stephen Spender introduced him to Virginia Woolf; at night he was taking Pauline
Tennant to the Gargoyle Club, owned by her father and frequented by Dylan Thomas; he was also
meeting Sonia Orwell, Cecil Beaton, Auden, Patrick Leigh-Fermor and the Aly Khan, and his muse
was a married femme fatale, 13 years older, Lorna Wishart. But it was Francis Bacon who would
become his most important influence and the painters Frank Auerbach and David Hockney, close
friends. This is an extremely intimate, lively and rich portrait of the artist, full of gossip and stories
recounted by Freud to Feaver about people, encounters, and work. Freud's art was his life—my work
is purely autobiographical—and he usually painted only family, friends, lovers, children, though
there were exceptions like the famous small portrait of the Queen. With his later portraits, the



subjects were often nude, names were never given and sittings could take up to 16 months, each
session lasting five hours but subjects were rarely bored as Freud was a great raconteur and mimic.
This book is a major achievement, a tour de force that reveals the details of the life and innermost
thoughts of the greatest portrait painter of our time. Volume I has 41 black and white integrated
images, and 2 eight-page color inserts.
  lucian freud national portrait gallery: The Face of Britain Simon Schama, 2016-08-16 Author
of a number of celebrated works, including the bestselling The Story of the Jews and Citizens: A
Chronicle of the French Revolution, Simon Schama's latest book fuses history and art to create a
tour de force of narrative sweep and illuminating insight. Using images from works-paintings,
photographs, lithographs, etchings, sketches-found in London's National Portrait Gallery, The Face
of Britain weaves together an account of their composition, framed by their particular moment of
creation, and in the process unveils a collective portrait of nation and its history. Portraits, Schama
writes, have always been made with an eye to posterity. Commissioned to paint Winston Churchill in
1954 Graham Sutherland struggled with how to capture the savior of Great Britain honestly and
humanely. Schama calls the portrait, initially damned, the most powerful image of a Great Briton
ever executed. Annie Leibovitz's photograph of a nude John Lennon kissing Yoko Ono, taken five
hours before his murder, bears a weight of poignancy she could not possibly have anticipated. Hans
Holbein's preparatory sketch for a portrait of Henry VIII depicts an unstoppable engine of dynastic
generation. Here are expressions from across the centuries of normalcy and heroism, beauty and
disfigurement, aristocracy and deprivation, the familiar and the obscure-the faces of courtesans,
warriors, workers, activists, playwrights, the high and mighty as well as pub-crawlers. Linking them
is Schama's vibrant exploration of how their connective power emerges from the dynamic between
subject and artist, work and viewer, time and place. Schama's compelling analysis and impassioned
evocation of these works create an unforgettable verbal mosaic that at once reveals and transforms
the images he places before us. Lavishly illustrated and written with the storytelling brio that is
Schama's trademark, The Face of Britain invites us to look at a nation's visual legacies and find its
reflection.
  lucian freud national portrait gallery: The Art of Rivalry Sebastian Smee, 2016-08-16
Pulitzer Prize–winning art critic Sebastian Smee tells the fascinating story of four pairs of
artists—Manet and Degas, Picasso and Matisse, Pollock and de Kooning, Freud and Bacon—whose
fraught, competitive friendships spurred them to new creative heights. Rivalry is at the heart of
some of the most famous and fruitful relationships in history. The Art of Rivalry follows eight
celebrated artists, each linked to a counterpart by friendship, admiration, envy, and ambition. All
eight are household names today. But to achieve what they did, each needed the influence of a
contemporary—one who was equally ambitious but possessed sharply contrasting strengths and
weaknesses. Edouard Manet and Edgar Degas were close associates whose personal bond frayed
after Degas painted a portrait of Manet and his wife. Henri Matisse and Pablo Picasso swapped
paintings, ideas, and influences as they jostled for the support of collectors like Leo and Gertrude
Stein and vied for the leadership of a new avant-garde. Jackson Pollock’s uninhibited style of “action
painting” triggered a breakthrough in the work of his older rival, Willem de Kooning. After Pollock’s
sudden death in a car crash, de Kooning assumed Pollock's mantle and became romantically involved
with his late friend’s mistress. Lucian Freud and Francis Bacon met in the early 1950s, when Bacon
was being hailed as Britain’s most exciting new painter and Freud was working in relative obscurity.
Their intense but asymmetrical friendship came to a head when Freud painted a portrait of Bacon,
which was later stolen. Each of these relationships culminated in an early flashpoint, a rupture in a
budding intimacy that was both a betrayal and a trigger for great innovation. Writing with the same
exuberant wit and psychological insight that earned him a Pulitzer Prize for art criticism, Sebastian
Smee explores here the way that coming into one’s own as an artist—finding one’s voice—almost
always involves willfully breaking away from some intimate’s expectations of who you are or ought
to be. Praise for The Art of Rivalry “Gripping . . . Mr. Smee’s skills as a critic are evident throughout.
He is persuasive and vivid. . . . You leave this book both nourished and hungry for more about the



art, its creators and patrons, and the relationships that seed the ground for moments spent at the
canvas.”—The New York Times “With novella-like detail and incisiveness [Sebastian Smee] opens up
the worlds of four pairs of renowned artists. . . . Each of his portraits is a biographical gem. . . . The
Art of Rivalry is a pure, informative delight, written with canny authority.”—The Boston Globe
  lucian freud national portrait gallery: The Derek Williams Collection at the National Museum
of Wales National Museum of Wales, Mark L. Evans, 1989
  lucian freud national portrait gallery: LUCIAN FREUD , 2026
  lucian freud national portrait gallery: 1000 Portraits of Genius Victoria Charles, Klaus Carl,
2014-11-24 According to the defined canons of art technique, a portrait should be, above all, a
faithful representation of its model. However, this gallery of 1000 portraits illustrates how the genre
has been transformed throughout history, and has proven itself to be much more complex than a
simple imitation of reality. Beyond exhibiting the skill of the artist, the portrait must surpass the task
of imitation, as just and precise as it may be, to translate both the intention of the artist as well as
that of its patron, without betraying eitherÊs wishes. Therefore, these silent witnesses, carefully
selected in these pages, reveal more than faces of historic figures or anonymous subjects: they
reveal a psychology more than an identity, illustrate an allegory, serve as political and religious
propaganda, and embody the customs of their epochs. With its impressive number of masterpieces,
biographies, and commentaries on works, this book presents and analyses different portraits,
consequently exposing to the reader, and to any art lover, a reflection of the evolution of society, and
above all the upheavals of a genre that, over 300 centuries of painting, has shaped the history of art.
  lucian freud national portrait gallery: Master Drawings from the National Portrait Gallery
National Portrait Gallery (Great Britain), Malcolm Rogers, 1993
  lucian freud national portrait gallery: Soho in the Fifties and Sixties Jonathan Fryer, 1998
The National Portrait Gallery's Character Sketches series provides biographical sketches of a
specific group of historical figures from the Gallery's collection of portraits. Each volume examines
the public images and private faces, the characters and relationships that gave each group its
identity and importance. Introductions to each volume give a comprehensive account of the lives
featured from a critical perspective. Journals, letters, diaries, anecdotes, poems and novels are all
used to create portraits in words as well as images. This issue focuses on Soho in the 1950s and
1960s.
  lucian freud national portrait gallery: London Calling Elena Crippa, Catherine Lampert,
2016-07-26 Between the postwar years and the 1980s in Britain, and in particular in London, a
number of figurative painters simultaneously reinvented the way in which life is represented in art.
Focusing on the depiction of the human figure, these artists rendered the frailty and vitality of the
human condition. Offering a fresh account of developments that have since characterized postwar
British painting, this catalogue focuses on Michael Andrews, Frank Auerbach, Francis Bacon, Lucian
Freud, R. B. Kitaj, and Leon Kossoff— artists who worked in close proximity as they were developing
new forms of realism. If for many years their efforts seemed to clash with dominant tendencies,
reassessment in recent decades has afforded their work a central position in a richer and more
complex understanding of postwar British art and culture. Rigorous and gorgeously illustrated, the
essays reflect on the parallel yet diverse trajectories of these artists, their friendships and mutual
admiration, and the divergence of their practice from the discourse of high modernism. The authors
seek to dispel the notion of their work as a uniquely British endeavor by highlighting the artists’
international outlook and ongoing dialogue with contemporary European and American painters as
well as masters from previous generations. This book is published to coincide with an exhibition at
the J. Paul Getty Museum from July 26 through November 13, 2016.
  lucian freud national portrait gallery: British Paintings in the Metropolitan Museum of Art,
1575-1875 Metropolitan Museum of Art (New York, N.Y.), Katharine Baetjer, 2009 Covering the
period between the late 16th century through to the third quarter of the 19th century, this book
features paintings by English, Scottish, Welsh and Irish artists which are part of the collection of the
Metropolitan Museum of Art.



  lucian freud national portrait gallery: Breakfast with Lucian Geordie Greig, 2025-08-22 An
insider's account—the first of its kind—of the thoroughly unconventional life of one of the twentieth
century's most shockingly original painters Lucian Freud's paintings are instantly recognizable:
often shocking and disturbing, his portraits convey a profound yet compelling sense of discomfort.
Freud was twice married and the father of at least a dozen children, and his numerous relationships
with women were the subject of much gossip—but the man himself remained a mystery. An intensely
private individual (during his lifetime he prevented two planned biographies from being published),
Freud's life, as well as his art, invites questions that have had no answer—until now. In Breakfast
with Lucian, Geordie Greig, one of a few close friends who regularly had breakfast with the painter
during the last years of his life, tells an insider's account—accessible, engaging, revealing—of one of
the twentieth century's most fascinating, enigmatic, and controversial artists. Greig, who has studied
his subject's work at length, unravels the tangled thread of a life lived on Freud's own
uncompromising terms. Based on private conversations in which Freud held forth on everything
from first love to gambling debts to the paintings of Velázquez, and informed by interviews with
friends, lovers, and some of the artist's children who have never before spoken publicly about their
relationships with the painter, this is a deeply personal memoir that is illuminated by a keen
appreciation of Freud's art. Fresh, funny, and ultimately profound, Breakfast with Lucian is an
essential portrait—one worthy of one of the greatest painters of our time. An NPR Best Book of 2013
  lucian freud national portrait gallery: National Portrait Gallery National Portrait Gallery
(Great Britain), 1981
  lucian freud national portrait gallery: London calling Barry Miles, 2012 “Eravamo
anti-sistema in tutto e per tutto, nella musica e nell’arte. Volevamo distruggere qualsiasi cosa avesse
regole prestabilite, tutto quel che c’era di asfissiante, tutte le certezze. Eravamo decisi a infrangere
tutte le regole in tutti i modi possibili”. La Londra di Barry Miles è quella della cultura underground
che nasce fra le macerie della Seconda guerra mondiale ed esplode nel corso degli anni Sessanta e
Settanta, concentrandosi sul West End e su Soho, le zone in cui era confluita un’eterogenea
popolazione di personaggi creativi e fuori dalle righe, intolleranti nei confronti delle costrizioni della
cultura e del costume ufficiale: scrittori, poeti, registi, musicisti, artisti, pubblicitari, architetti,
stilisti, e una miriade di più anonimi personaggi decisi a fare della propria vita un’arte. È la storia di
una rivoluzione culturale determinata a ottenere una “totale confusione dei sensi”, che si sviluppa
fra le vie di una metropoli artisticamente onnivora, fatta di locali, librerie, club, pub, teatri, piazze,
vicoli, scantinati, case occupate o case borghesi. Una storia di sconvolgente energia vitale e al tempo
stesso autodistruttiva, raccontata sul filo di quell’ironia che solo un testimone diretto può
comunicare. Mettere in fila i nomi che si incontrano fra queste pagine fa tremare l’idea stessa di
‘controcultura’, poiché vi si ritrova molta della creatività che animerà per ibridazione la cultura
ufficiale del Novecento: Dylan Thomas, Francis Bacon, i Situazionisti, il cool jazz, il rock ’n’ roll,
Mary Quant, Kingsley Amis, J.G. Ballard, i Rolling Stones, i Beatles, William Burroughs, Jimi
Hendrix, i Pink Floyd, Allen Ginsberg, Pete Townshend, Yoko Ono, Derek Jarman, David Hockney, i
Clash, i Police, Gilbert & George, Vivienne Westwood, i Sex Pistols, Boy George, Charles Saatchi,
Lucian Freud, Damien Hirst e moltissimi altri. Un libro-mondo brulicante di storie e di personaggi, il
ritratto più preciso e divertente mai scritto sull’avventura gloriosa e infame di un’epoca oggi entrata
nella leggenda.
  lucian freud national portrait gallery: Translation: A Multidisciplinary Approach J. House,
2015-12-11 The cross-linguistic and cross-cultural practice of translation is a field of rapidly growing
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