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Just Babies: The Origins of Good and Evil

just babies the origins of good and evil is a fascinating concept that has intrigued philosophers,

psychologists, and neuroscientists for centuries. How do humans develop a sense of morality? Are we

born with an innate understanding of right and wrong, or is this knowledge purely learned through

socialization? Exploring the origins of good and evil through the lens of infant behavior opens a

window into the earliest stages of human morality, revealing that even the youngest among us exhibit

foundational tendencies toward empathy, fairness, and social cooperation.

Understanding the Moral Beginnings in Infants

One of the most groundbreaking findings in developmental psychology is that babies are not just

passive beings absorbing information; they actively engage in moral reasoning from a very young age.

Studies have shown that infants as young as six months old demonstrate preferences for helpful

individuals over hinderers, suggesting an intrinsic capacity to evaluate social behaviors.

The Science Behind Moral Intuition in Babies

Researchers use a variety of experimental setups to observe infant reactions. For example, in a

classic experiment, babies watch puppet shows where one puppet helps another climb a hill, while a

second puppet pushes the climber down. Remarkably, most infants show a clear preference for the

helper puppet, often reaching out or showing signs of delight. This preference indicates that the roots

of moral judgment are present before language development or direct teaching.

These findings challenge the traditional view that morality is entirely culturally learned. Instead, they



suggest that humans might be born with a “moral sense” hardwired into the brain, which guides early

social interactions.

Empathy and Emotional Responses in Early Life

Empathy—the ability to understand and share the feelings of others—is a cornerstone of moral

behavior. Research shows that babies respond emotionally to the distress of others. For instance,

newborns often cry when they hear other infants crying, an early form of emotional contagion. By the

time they are one year old, infants may try to comfort a distressed individual by offering a toy or

patting them gently.

These empathetic behaviors hint at an inherent inclination toward kindness and social bonding. They

form the foundation upon which more complex moral reasoning develops as children grow.

Nature vs. Nurture: The Roots of Good and Evil

The debate surrounding the origins of good and evil often centers on the balance between innate

tendencies and environmental influences. While babies show early signs of moral understanding, their

environment profoundly shapes how these instincts grow.

Role of Genetic and Neurological Factors

Genetic research indicates that certain traits linked to empathy and aggression have hereditary

components. Brain imaging studies reveal that areas involved in emotion regulation and social

cognition, such as the prefrontal cortex and amygdala, are active even in infants. These neurological

foundations provide the biological scaffolding for moral development.



However, genetics alone do not paint the full picture. Babies are born with potential, but how this

potential unfolds depends greatly on their surroundings.

Influence of Parenting and Culture

The caregiving environment shapes how babies interpret and respond to social cues. Responsive

parenting that models kindness, fairness, and compassion reinforces babies’ natural inclinations

toward goodness. Conversely, exposure to harsh or neglectful situations can distort or suppress these

tendencies.

Culture also plays a pivotal role. Different societies emphasize various moral values, teaching children

distinct definitions of what constitutes good and evil. Through language, storytelling, and social norms,

children learn to navigate complex moral landscapes beyond their innate impulses.

Just Babies and the Evolutionary Perspective

The emergence of moral behavior in infants also has an evolutionary explanation. Cooperation and

social harmony have been critical to human survival, and moral instincts likely evolved to support these

goals.

Cooperation as a Survival Mechanism

From an evolutionary standpoint, groups that foster cooperation and fairness tend to thrive. Babies’

early preference for helpers over hinderers reflects a sensitivity to social partners who contribute

positively to group cohesion. This sensitivity encourages pro-social behavior, which benefits both

individuals and communities.



The Role of Altruism in Early Childhood

Altruistic actions, such as sharing or comforting, are observed even in toddlers. These behaviors may

seem selfless, but evolutionary theories suggest they help build reciprocal relationships, enhancing

survival prospects. Understanding how altruism manifests in babies sheds light on the biological and

social roots of moral behavior.

Practical Insights from Studying Moral Origins in Babies

Recognizing that babies come equipped with moral sensitivities offers valuable lessons for parents,

educators, and caregivers.

Encouraging Positive Moral Development

- **Model ethical behavior:** Babies learn through imitation. Demonstrating kindness and fairness in

everyday interactions sets a powerful example.

- **Create nurturing environments:** Sensitive and responsive caregiving nurtures empathy and trust.

- **Engage in moral conversations:** As children grow, discussing feelings and consequences helps

deepen their moral understanding.

- **Foster social play:** Cooperative play experiences teach sharing, turn-taking, and conflict

resolution.

Addressing Early Signs of Negative Behavior

While babies show a predisposition towards good, some behaviors such as aggression or selfishness

can emerge. These are often natural developmental phases rather than inherent evil. Addressing these

behaviors with patience, clear boundaries, and positive reinforcement helps guide children toward pro-



social habits.

Reevaluating the Concept of Evil in Infancy

When considering just babies the origins of good and evil, it’s important to recognize that the concept

of “evil” as a moral absolute is complex and typically beyond the cognitive grasp of infants. Babies do

not possess malicious intent; negative behaviors often stem from unmet needs, frustration, or limited

self-control.

Understanding this can shift the narrative away from labeling early misbehavior as evil and instead

foster compassionate approaches to guiding moral growth.

---

Exploring just babies the origins of good and evil invites us to appreciate the remarkable moral

capacities humans possess from the very start of life. It reveals that morality is not merely a social

construct but is deeply intertwined with our biology and evolutionary history. By nurturing these innate

tendencies, we can support the development of empathetic, ethical individuals who contribute

positively to society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main subject of 'Just Babies: The Origins of Good and

Evil'?

'Just Babies' explores the innate moral capacities of human infants, examining how concepts of good

and evil develop from birth.



Who is the author of 'Just Babies: The Origins of Good and Evil'?

The book is authored by Paul Bloom, a psychologist known for his research in moral psychology and

developmental science.

What evidence does 'Just Babies' present about babies' understanding

of morality?

'Just Babies' presents scientific studies showing that infants have a basic sense of morality, such as

preferring helpful individuals over hinderers.

How does 'Just Babies' contribute to the nature versus nurture

debate?

The book argues that aspects of morality are innate, suggesting that humans are born with a

foundational sense of good and evil, though experience also shapes moral development.

Does 'Just Babies' discuss how culture influences moral development?

While emphasizing innate moral capacities, 'Just Babies' acknowledges that cultural and social

environments play a significant role in shaping and expanding moral understanding.

What experimental methods are highlighted in 'Just Babies' to study

infant morality?

The book highlights methods such as observing infants' reactions to puppet shows where characters

help or hinder others, measuring preferences and emotional responses.

How has 'Just Babies' impacted the field of moral psychology?

'Just Babies' has influenced moral psychology by providing compelling evidence for the early

emergence of moral cognition, encouraging further research on innate morality.



Is 'Just Babies: The Origins of Good and Evil' accessible to general

readers or only academics?

The book is written for a general audience, making complex psychological research accessible and

engaging for readers interested in human nature and morality.

Additional Resources

Just Babies: The Origins of Good and Evil – An Analytical Review

just babies the origins of good and evil is a compelling documentary that delves into the fundamental

question of human morality: are humans inherently good, evil, or shaped entirely by their environment?

Directed by philosopher Paul Bloom, the film explores the nature versus nurture debate through the

lens of developmental psychology and moral philosophy. By examining the behavior of infants and

toddlers, the documentary seeks to uncover the roots of morality and whether the concepts of good

and evil are innate or socially constructed.

This article provides a thorough, analytical review of *Just Babies: The Origins of Good and Evil*,

highlighting its key themes, scientific foundations, and implications for understanding human nature.

Through an investigative and professional tone, we explore how the documentary integrates cutting-

edge research on infant cognition and moral development, while considering the broader philosophical

questions it raises.

Exploring Morality Through Infant Behavior

One of the most striking aspects of *Just Babies: The Origins of Good and Evil* is its focus on infants

as subjects for understanding morality. Unlike many studies that analyze adult behavior or cultural

norms, this documentary highlights research involving babies as young as six months old. This

approach is significant because infants have limited socialization and cultural exposure, providing a



relatively "clean slate" for examining innate tendencies.

Researchers featured in the film conduct experiments where babies observe simple puppet shows or

animations depicting characters acting either helpfully or harmfully. The infants' preferences—often

measured by which puppet they reach for or look at longer—suggest an early sensitivity to moral

distinctions. For example, babies tend to prefer characters who help others over those who hinder,

implying an innate moral compass.

This line of investigation challenges traditional assumptions that morality is purely a learned behavior.

Instead, it supports the idea that humans may be born with a foundational sense of right and wrong,

which is then refined by experience and culture.

The Role of Evolution and Psychology

The documentary situates its analysis within the framework of evolutionary psychology, proposing that

moral instincts evolved to facilitate cooperation and social cohesion. From an evolutionary perspective,

behaviors considered "good"—such as helping, sharing, and empathy—enhance group survival.

Conversely, "evil" acts like aggression and deceit can undermine social bonds but may also serve

adaptive purposes in certain contexts.

*Just Babies: The Origins of Good and Evil* presents studies showing that babies exhibit empathy,

fairness, and even rudimentary notions of justice. For instance, the film highlights experiments where

infants display distress when witnessing unfair treatment or preferential behavior. These findings

suggest that moral emotions are deeply embedded in human cognition from a very early age.

By integrating psychological research with evolutionary theory, the documentary posits that morality is

not simply a cultural artifact but a biological phenomenon shaped by natural selection. This perspective

adds nuance to the nature versus nurture debate, indicating that human morality emerges from an

interplay of innate predispositions and environmental influences.



Philosophical Implications and Ethical Questions

Beyond empirical data, *Just Babies: The Origins of Good and Evil* invites viewers to reflect on

philosophical questions surrounding free will, responsibility, and the essence of good and evil. If infants

demonstrate inherent moral sensibilities, what does this imply about the origins of ethical behavior in

adults? Are people fundamentally good or evil, or is morality more fluid and context-dependent?

The film subtly critiques dualistic views that categorize humans strictly as either good or evil. Instead, it

suggests that moral understanding develops gradually and involves a complex balance of instinct,

cognition, and social learning. This challenges simplistic narratives and encourages a more empathetic

and scientifically informed perspective on human behavior.

Moreover, the documentary raises important ethical questions for parenting, education, and social

policy. Understanding that babies possess early moral awareness could influence how caregivers

nurture empathy and fairness, potentially shaping future generations' moral development.

Comparisons With Other Moral Development Theories

*Just Babies: The Origins of Good and Evil* aligns with and diverges from classical theories of moral

development, such as those proposed by Jean Piaget and Lawrence Kohlberg. While Piaget

emphasized cognitive development stages and Kohlberg focused on reasoning about moral dilemmas,

this documentary highlights the pre-verbal, affective dimensions of morality evident in infancy.

Additionally, the film contrasts its findings with behaviorist models that attribute morality entirely to

reinforcement and punishment. Instead, it advocates for an integrated view acknowledging both innate

moral capacities and environmental shaping.

This synthesis offers a more comprehensive understanding of morality’s origins. It also encourages

future research to explore how early moral intuitions interact with culture and experience over time.



Strengths and Limitations of the Documentary

One of the strengths of *Just Babies: The Origins of Good and Evil* lies in its interdisciplinary

approach, combining philosophy, psychology, and neuroscience to examine a complex topic. The use

of infant studies provides fresh insights, avoiding adult biases and retrospective justifications often

found in moral psychology.

The documentary’s narrative is clear, engaging, and accessible, making sophisticated scientific

concepts understandable to a general audience without oversimplifying. It also features interviews with

leading experts, adding credibility and depth.

However, there are some limitations to consider:

Sample Size and Generalizability: Much of the infant research cited involves small, culturally

homogenous groups, which may limit the applicability of findings across diverse populations.

Interpretation of Infant Behavior: Measuring morality through infants’ preferences and reactions

can be indirect, and alternative explanations (such as perceptual biases) cannot be entirely ruled

out.

Complexity of Morality: While the documentary focuses on early moral intuitions, adult morality is

influenced by numerous factors—cognitive, social, cultural—that go beyond infancy.

Despite these limitations, the documentary succeeds in opening a vital conversation about the

biological and psychological foundations of morality.



Relevance in Contemporary Discussions

In an era marked by political polarization and social conflict, understanding the origins of good and evil

has practical implications. *Just Babies: The Origins of Good and Evil* contributes to contemporary

debates about human nature, emphasizing that morality may be a shared human trait rather than a

divisive ideological construct.

This perspective can foster empathy and reduce cynicism by reminding us that even from infancy,

humans possess a capacity for kindness and fairness. It also fuels ongoing research into how best to

cultivate moral development in education systems and communities.

Furthermore, the documentary’s insights can inform ethical AI development, where questions about

innate morality and decision-making algorithms are increasingly relevant.

---

*Just Babies: The Origins of Good and Evil* stands as a thought-provoking exploration of humanity’s

moral roots. By combining rigorous scientific inquiry with philosophical reflection, it challenges viewers

to reconsider assumptions about good and evil, illuminating the profound complexities of human nature

from the very beginning of life.

Just Babies The Origins Of Good And Evil

  just babies the origins of good and evil: Just Babies Paul Bloom, 2013 Psychologists have
long believed that we begin life as moral blank slates. Most of us take it for granted that babies are
born selfish and that it is the role of society - and especially parents - to transform them from little
sociopaths into civilised beings. This book argues that humans are in fact hardwired with a sense of
morality.
  just babies the origins of good and evil: Original Sin in the Twenty-First Century Richard
J. Coleman, 2021-08-11 Original Sin in the 21st Century begins with a cold, hard fact: Christians, we
have a problem! No one is listening to us when we talk about original sin. That will change as you
follow an exploration of original sin as an enduring truth about human nature. This book is not
another exposition of either the history or the doctrine of original sin. Rather, it opens up new
avenues of consideration, such as original goodness as a counterweight to original sin, a

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-194/just-babies-the-origins-of-good-and-evil.pdf


contemporary interpretation of the Adam-Eve narrative, the new relevancy of Reinhold Niebuhr's
recognition that we are not as good as our ideals, and a soul-searching inquiry into whether original
sin is too dark or perhaps not dark enough. The twenty-first century is far more than a backdrop.
This book invites us to rethink what sin looks like when the world warms, when AI is created in our
own image, and when sin thrives on indifference and willful ignorance. The author will quickly
convince you this century is both an opportunity and an imperative to rethink original sin for what
lies ahead.
  just babies the origins of good and evil: The Oxford Handbook of Parenting and Moral
Development Deborah Laible, Gustavo Carlo, Laura M. Padilla-Walker, 2019 The Oxford Handbook
of Parenting and Moral Development provides a collection of state-of-the-art theories and research
on the role that parents play in moral development. Contributors who are leaders in their fields take
a comprehensive, yet nuanced approach to considering the complex links between parenting and
moral development. The volume begins by providing an overview of traditional and contemporary
perspectives on parenting and moral development, including perspectives related to parenting
styles, domain theory, attachment theory, and evolutionary theory. In addition, there are several
chapters that explore the genetic and biological influences related to parenting and moral
development. The second section of the volume explores cultural and religious approaches to
parenting and moral development and contributes examples of contemporary research with diverse
populations such as Muslim cultures and US Latino/as. The last major section of the volume
examines recent developments and approaches to parenting, including chapters on topics such as
helicopter parenting, proactive parenting, parent-child conversations and disclosure, parental
discipline, and other parenting practices designed to inhibit children's antisocial and aggressive
behaviors. The volume draws together the most important work in the field; it is essential reading
for anyone interested in parenting and moral development.
  just babies the origins of good and evil: Moral Development and Reality John C. Gibbs, 2019
Moral Development and Reality explores the nature of moral development, human behavior, and
social interconnections. This fourth edition is thoroughly updated, refined, and expanded. Complete
with case studies and chapter questions, it serves as a text in advanced undergraduate and graduate
courses in social/developmental psychology and human development.
  just babies the origins of good and evil: Quantum Night Robert J. Sawyer, 2016-03-01 With
such compelling and provocative novels as Red Planet Blues, FlashForward and The WWW Trilogy,
Robert J. Sawyer has proven himself to be “a writer of boundless confidence and bold scientific
extrapolation” (New York Times). Now, the Hugo and Nebula Award-winning author explores the
thin line between good and evil that every human being is capable of crossing… Experimental
psychologist Jim Marchuk has developed a flawless technique for identifying the previously
undetected psychopaths lurking everywhere in society. But while being cross-examined about his
breakthrough in court, Jim is shocked to discover that he has lost his memories of six months of his
life from twenty years previously—a dark time during which he himself committed heinous acts. Jim
is reunited with Kayla Huron, his forgotten girlfriend from his lost period and now a quantum
physicist who has made a stunning discovery about the nature of human consciousness. As a rising
tide of violence and hate sweeps across the globe, the psychologist and the physicist combine forces
in a race against time to see if they can do the impossible—change human nature—before the entire
world descends into darkness.
  just babies the origins of good and evil: Through the Black Mirror Terence McSweeney,
Stuart Joy, 2019-07-26 This edited collection charts the first four seasons of Black Mirror and
beyond, providing a rich social, historical and political context for the show. Across the diverse
tapestry of its episodes, Black Mirror has both dramatized and deconstructed the shifting cultural
and technological coordinates of the era like no other. With each of the nineteen chapters focussing
on a single episode of the series, this book provides an in-depth analysis into how the show
interrogates our contemporary desires and anxieties, while simultaneously encouraging audiences to
contemplate the moral issues raised by each episode. What if we could record and replay our most



intimate memories? How far should we go to protect our children? Would we choose to live forever?
What does it mean to be human? These are just some of the questions posed by Black Mirror, and in
turn, by this volume. Written by some of the foremost scholars in the field of contemporary film and
television studies,Through the Black Mirror explores how Black Mirror has become a cultural
barometer of the new millennial decades and questions what its embedded anxieties might tell us.
  just babies the origins of good and evil: Moral Development Elizabeth C. Vozzola, Amie K.
Senland, 2022-03-21 Moral Development offers a comprehensive overview of classic and current
theories of moral development and applications of these theories in various counseling and
educational settings. It examines changes across time and experience in how people understand
right and wrong, and individual differences in moral judgements, emotions, and actions. Elizabeth C.
Vozzola and Amie K. Senland review the latest research in the field and integrate classic work with
contemporary perspectives on assessment and treatment. Part 1 provides an understanding of a
range of theories, explaining their strengths and challenges, and offering examples of how these
theories apply to helping professionals. It covers Freud, Piaget, Kohlberg, Rest, Gilligan, Nodding,
Bandura, Turiel, Nucci, Narvaez, Haidt, and Shweder. Part 2 highlights promising applications of
moral development theory in education and counseling. Fully updated with new chapters on faith
development and moral and prosocial development in infancy and early childhood, the text explores
specific approaches to helping clients with a variety of clinical or developmental challenges and
provides an excellent resource for courses addressing the CACREP program objectives for Human
Growth and Development. It also integrates issues of gender, ethnicity, and culture throughout to
prepare readers for practicing in a global culture and presents a new perspective: the cultural
developmental approach. Illustrated throughout with examples that highlight applications of moral
development concepts in today’s media, it also includes interviews from some of today’s leading
theorists and practitioners. Ideal as a text for advanced courses on moral development and moral
psychology, as well as courses on human, child, social and personality development taught in
psychology, counseling, education, human development, family studies, social work, and religion. Its
applied approach also appeals to mental health and school counselors.
  just babies the origins of good and evil: Teaching for Moral Imagination Pamela Bolotin
Joseph, 2024-04-01 Teaching for Moral Imagination: An Interdisciplinary Exploration examines the
multifaceted nature of morality and ethics, moral development, and moral education so to provide
educators with a clear yet complex understanding of theories, issues, practices, and curricular
content. This text is intended to be an accessible work of academic significance that inspires
educators’ deliberation about personal and societal values as well as approaches for fostering
children’s and adolescents’ moral development, cultivating ethical classrooms and schools, and
creating transformative moral education curricula. Teaching for Moral Imagination will be a
pertinent text for teacher preparation courses that specifically focus on the moral dimensions of
education as well as more comprehensive classes about teaching, teachers, and classroom culture.
Such classes are offered in undergraduate and graduate teacher preparation programs, professional
studies for experienced teachers, educational studies classes in the liberal arts, and doctoral
seminars for students becoming teacher educators and educational leaders. This book also is
intended as a source for teachers’ professional development in schools and for reading groups.
Finally, in our contemporary societies emphasizing extreme individualism, competition, conformity,
and prejudice as well as unexamined beliefs leading to violence in words and actions, it is crucial to
consider how schools can encourage ethical reasoning, compassion, and transformative alternatives
for moral education. ENDORSEMENTS: Teaching for Moral Imagination is a remarkable book and a
wonderful contribution to the field. It is a must read for anyone trying to make sense of the
multi-faceted moral nature of schooling. Everyone who pursues a career in teaching is fundamentally
drawn to the moral dimensions of their work, but there is little, if any, emphasis given to those
fundamental moral features in teacher preparation programs and teacher professional development.
In this book, Dr. Joseph does the difficult work of both conceptualizing the moral domain and
illustrating these dimensions in way that will uniquely help teachers and school leaders develop



elegant moral language and fully understand their role as moral educators and moral agents. It is an
outstanding contribution from a scholar who brings the philosophy of morality and the psychology of
moral development to bear on life in classrooms. — Rich Osguthorpe, Brigham Young University In
her book, Teaching for Moral Imagination, Pamela Joseph shows profoundly how moral values are
embedded in education and in the pedagogical role of teachers. Joseph brings together many
different perspectives on moral education, including philosophical and psychological foundations,
and develops her interesting own position with a focus on moral imagination. She argues for
“widening ethical perspectives, encouraging critical reflection on values, stimulating new
perspectives about how to be moral human beings, and creating just and caring classroom and
school communities”. Joseph’s book can inspire teachers and researchers in their work on preparing
young people for future society. — Wiel Veugelers, University of Humanistic Studies This is an
incredibly complex and wonderful book. When you read Teaching for Moral Imagination, what will
become clear is what educators need to learn and do to transform the wider ethical environment all
around us. This is invaluable reading for all teachers, school and district leaders and teacher
educators who realise the significance of ethics in education and who seek to critically engage with
the potential of human and social moral development. Joseph offers a rich vision of interdisciplinary
scholarship and on her horizon is nonviolence for all forms of life on the planet. The book
conceptualises how moral imagination generates powerful insights into individual, social and
cultural normative diversity and explores a range of transformative moral curricula to grow future
generations’ capacities for tackling complex relations and global challenges. — Daniella J. Forster,
University of Newcastle, Australia
  just babies the origins of good and evil: Justice as a Virtue Porter, 2016 Aquinas, says Jean
Porter, gets justice right. In this book she shows that Aquinas offers us a cogent and illuminating
account of justice as a personal virtue rather than a virtue of social institutions. For Aquinas, justice
is more about interpersonal morality than civic or social obligations, and Porter masterfully draws
out the contemporary significance of Aquinas's perspective. - back of book.
  just babies the origins of good and evil: Mentoring Lawyers James H. Fierberg, 2019-09-30
If you are a skilled legal professional, you know incivility within the profession has reached epidemic
proportions. James H. Fierberg spent almost forty years practicing law at the highest levels, and he
suggests the profession can solve the problem by paying attention to something it has mostly
ignored: mentoring lawyers. In fact, he argues that mentoring programs can help to elevate save the
profession and also remove some of the world’s rampant toxicity. He answers questions such as: •
How can firms urge an early and comprehensive mindful moral inventory of new attorneys? • What
can firms do to help lawyers cultivate positive interpersonal skills and progress in the legal
profession? • What can senior lawyers do to nurture a legacy for themselves, their firms, and their
brands? Mindful mentors must not only commit to teaching mentees—they must encourage them to
come to terms with exactly who they are, how they got to this point, and how they will establish
themselves in the community of law moving forward.
  just babies the origins of good and evil: The Oxford Handbook of Moral Psychology
Manuel Vargas, John Doris, 2022 The Oxford Handbook of Moral Psychology is a comprehensive,
multidisciplinary, state-of-the-art overview of moral psychology. The 50 chapters, written by leading
figures in both philosophy and psychology, cover many of the most important topics in the field and
form the definitive survey of contemporary moral psychology.
  just babies the origins of good and evil: Ethical Sense and Literary Significance Donald R.
Wehrs, 2023-07-31 This study blends together ethical philosophy, neurocognitive-evolutionary
studies, and literary theory to explore how imaginative discourse addresses a distinctively human
deep sociality, and by doing so helps shape cultural and literary history. Deep sociality, arising from
an improbable evolutionary history, both entwines and leaves non-reconciled what is felt to be
significant for us and what ethical sense seems to call us to acknowledge as significant, independent
of ourselves. Ethical Sense and Literary Significance connects literary and cultural history without
reducing the literary to a mere expression of something else. It argues that affective differences



between non-egocentric and egocentric registers of significance are integral to the bioculturally
evolved deep sociality that verbal art addresses—often in unsettling and socially critical ways. Much
imaginative discourse, in early societies as well as recent ones, brings ethical sense and literary
significance together in ways that reveal their intricate but non-harmonized internal entwinement.
Drawing on contemporary scholarship in the humanities and sciences, Donald R. Wehrs explores the
implications of interdisciplinary approaches to topics central to a wide range of fields beyond
literary studies, including neuroscience, anthropology, phenomenological philosophy, comparative
history, and social psychology.
  just babies the origins of good and evil: Bronislaw Malinowski's Concept of Law Mateusz
Stępień, 2016-09-26 This book discusses the legal thought of Bronislaw Malinowski (1884-1942),
undoubtedly one of the titans of social sciences who greatly influenced not only the shape of modern
cultural anthropology but also the social sciences as a whole. This is the first comprehensive work to
focus on his legal conceptions: while much has been written about his views on language, magic,
religion, and culture, his views on law have not been fairly reconstructed or recapitulated. A glance
at the existing literature illustrates how little has been written about Malinowski’s understanding of
law, especially in the legal sciences. This becomes even more evident given the fact that Malinowski
devoted much of his scholarly work to studying law, especially in the last period of his life, during
which he conducted broad research on law and “primitive jurisprudence”. The main aim of this book
is to address this gap and to present in detail Malinowski’s thoughts on law. The book is divided into
two parts. Part I focuses largely on the impact that works of two distinguished professors from his
alma mater (L. Dargun and S. Estreicher) had on Malinowski’s legal thoughts, while Part II
reconstructs Malinowski’s inclusive, broad and multidimensional understanding of law and provides
new readings of his legal conceptions mainly from the perspective of reciprocity. The book offers a
fresh look at his views on law, paving the way for further studies on legal issues inspired by his
methodological and theoretical achievements. Malinowski’s understanding of law provides a wealth
of fodder from which to formulate interesting research questions and a solid foundation for
developing theories that more accurately describe and explain how law functions, based on new
findings in the social and natural sciences.
  just babies the origins of good and evil: The Domesticated Brain Bruce Hood, 2014-05-01
What makes us social animals? Why do we behave the way we do? How does the brain influence our
behaviour? The brain may have initially evolved to cope with a threatening world of beasts, limited
food and adverse weather, but we now use it to navigate an equally unpredictable social landscape.
In The Domesticated Brain, renowned psychologist Bruce Hood explores the relationship between
the brain and social behaviour, looking for clues as to origins and operations of the mechanisms that
keep us bound together. How do our brains enable us to live together, to raise children, and to learn
and pass on information and culture? Combining social psychology with neuroscience, Hood
provides an essential introduction to the hidden operations of the brain, and explores what makes us
who we are.
  just babies the origins of good and evil: Naturalism, Human Flourishing, and Asian
Philosophy Bongrae Seok, 2019-09-17 Naturalism, Human Flourishing, and Asian Philosophy: Owen
Flanagan and Beyond is an edited volume of philosophical essays focusing on Owen Flanagan’s
naturalized comparative philosophy and moral psychology of human flourishing. Flanagan is a
philosopher well-known for his naturalized approach to philosophical issues such as meaning,
physicalism, causation, and consciousness in the analytic school of Western philosophy. Recently, he
develops his philosophical interest in Asian philosophy and discusses diverse philosophical issues of
human flourishing, Buddhism and Confucianism from comparative viewpoints. The current volume
discusses his philosophy of human flourishing and his naturalized approaches to Buddhism and
Confucianism. The volume consists of five sections with eleven chapters written by leading experts
in the fields of philosophy, religion, and psychology. The first section is an introduction to Flanagan’s
philosophy. The introductory chapter provides a general overview of Flanagan’s philosophy, i.e., his
philosophy of naturalization, comparative approach to human flourishing, and detailed summaries of



the following chapters. In the second section, the three chapters discuss Flanagan’s naturalized
eudaimonics of human flourishing. The third section discusses Flanagan’s naturalized Buddhism.
The fourth section analyzes Flanagan’s interpretation of Confucian philosophy (specifically
Mencius’s moral sprouts), from the viewpoint of moral modularity and human flourishing. The fifth
section is Flanagan’s responses to the comments and criticisms developed in this volume.
  just babies the origins of good and evil: The Reducetarian Solution Brian Kateman,
2017-04-18 Brian Kateman coined the term Reducetarian—a person who is deliberately reducing his
or her consumption of meat—and a global movement was born. In this book, Kateman, the founder of
the Reducetarian Foundation, presents more than 70 original essays from influential thinkers on
how the simple act of cutting 10% or more of the meat from one's diet can transform the life of the
reader, animals, and the planet. This book features contributions from such luminaries as Seth
Godin, Joel Fuhrman, Victoria Moran, Jeffrey Sachs, Bill McKibben, Naomi Oreskes, Peter Singer,
and others. With over 40 vegan, vegetarian, and less meat recipes from bestselling cookbook author
Pat Crocker, as well as tons of practical tips for reducing the meat in your diet (for example, skip
eating meat with dinner if you ate it with lunch; replace your favorite egg omelet with a tofu
scramble; choose a veggie burrito instead of a beef burrito; declare a meatless day of the week), The
Reducetarian Solution is a life—not to mention planet!—saving book.
  just babies the origins of good and evil: Handbook of Moral and Character Education Larry
Nucci, Tobias Krettenauer, Winston C. Thompson, 2024-08-16 The Handbook of Moral and
Character Education offers a definitive, state-of-the-art synthesis of leading scholarship in moral and
character education. A subject of international interest and the focus of numerous governmental
curricular mandates, the moral development and character formation of students are increasingly
recognized as an essential component of a well-rounded schooling experience. This comprehensive
volume explores the philosophical, psychological, and educational issues that define the field; links
robust theoretical and empirical foundations to effective classroom practice; highlights implications
for civic engagement and social justice; and follows the lessons learned from moral and character
education into contexts outside of schools. Fully revised and updated, this third edition features a
refreshed research base, coverage of digital pedagogies, out-of-school programs, and informal
learning, and discussions about the role of reason, emotion, cultural processes, and
citizenship/democracy in education. Further, the book’s substantive emphasis on diversity and
equity in the field results in greater racial, ethnic, and geographic representation among
contributing authors, inclusion of historically marginalized school communities and student
identities, and coverage of practices such as transformative social and emotional learning (SEL),
restorative justice, and education for environmental sustainability.
  just babies the origins of good and evil: The Great Shift Psycho-spiritual Manual for
Survival and Transformation in the Trump Era Melinda Contreras-Byrd, 2018-10-19 This book is
a US-based, prophetic-themed, “race” and culture-focused work which will serve to foster discussion
on several important topics for Christians seeking to live out their faith in this present socio-political
era. The foundational belief underlying this book is that we are living in an era of unique possibilities
for the church to begin to make second-order changes in our views of Christianity, the church
universal, and the real life applications of theological concepts of evil and spiritual warfare as they
apply to the struggles of this time in history. For Black people in the United States, racism has long
been the elephant in the room during most Black/White interactions on any level. Growing
expressions of racism have now forced the elephant not only to the forefront of White discourse, but
the elephant now sits comfortably at the altar railing of both Black and White church sanctuaries.
This book argues that we are at a critical time for action, and gives suggestions for what at least
some of those educational, theological and psychological actions could be.
  just babies the origins of good and evil: Innateness and Cognition M. J. Cain, 2021-06-14 The
question of innateness, or nativism, is one of the most heated problems in philosophy, reaching as
far back as Plato but generating fierce debates in contemporary philosophy and cognitive science.
Which aspects of the human mind are innate and which are the products of experience? Do we have



any innate concepts or knowledge or are all the contents of the mind acquired by means of learning?
Innateness and Cognition is a much-needed overview of this important problem. Through addressing
the following topics M.J. Cain argues for a nativist perspective which, nevertheless, finds an
important role for culture and social learning in cognitive development: the nature of innateness the
coherence and explanatory value of the concept of innateness the acquisition of concepts and the
role of learning in conceptual development domain specific knowledge, including the 'massive
modularity' thesis and the theory of core knowledge domains cognitive development relating the
theory of mind and mathematics the relationship between biological and cultural evolution and their
respective roles in cognitive development language and innateness, particularly Chomsky's linguistic
nativism and challenges to this morality, moral judgment, and innateness. Innateness and Cognition
is an excellent resource for those researching and studying philosophy of psychology and philosophy
of mind, as well as those interested in foundational issues in cognitive science, psychology,
linguistics, and anthropology.
  just babies the origins of good and evil: The Moral Arc Michael Shermer, 2015-01-20
Bestselling author Michael Shermer's exploration of science and morality that demonstrates how the
scientific way of thinking has made people, and society as a whole, more moral From Galileo and
Newton to Thomas Hobbes and Martin Luther King, Jr., thinkers throughout history have consciously
employed scientific techniques to better understand the non-physical world. The Age of Reason and
the Enlightenment led theorists to apply scientific reasoning to the non-scientific disciplines of
politics, economics, and moral philosophy. Instead of relying on the woodcuts of dissected bodies in
old medical texts, physicians opened bodies themselves to see what was there; instead of divining
truth through the authority of an ancient holy book or philosophical treatise, people began to explore
the book of nature for themselves through travel and exploration; instead of the supernatural belief
in the divine right of kings, people employed a natural belief in the right of democracy. In The Moral
Arc, Shermer will explain how abstract reasoning, rationality, empiricism, skepticism--scientific ways
of thinking--have profoundly changed the way we perceive morality and, indeed, move us ever closer
to a more just world.
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