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**Ida Tarbell and The History of the Standard Oil Company**

ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company is a fascinating story
that intertwines investigative journalism with the rise and regulatory
challenges of one of America’s most powerful corporations. Ida Tarbell, a
pioneering female journalist of the early 20th century, took on the colossal
Standard Oil Company with a determination that reshaped both journalism and
business practices in the United States. Her groundbreaking work not only
exposed the monopolistic tactics of Standard Oil but also helped spark
reforms that continue to influence corporate regulation today.

The Early Life of Ida Tarbell and Her
Motivations

Before diving into the history of the Standard Oil Company through her lens,
it’s important to understand who Ida Tarbell was and why she embarked on such
a daring investigative project. Born in 1857 in Pennsylvania, Tarbell grew up
in an environment touched by the oil industry. Her father was an oil producer
who suffered financial losses largely due to the aggressive business
maneuvers of Standard Oil, owned by John D. Rockefeller.

This personal connection fueled Tarbell’s resolve to dig deeper into the
company's methods. At a time when women were often relegated to less serious
journalistic assignments, Tarbell’s tenacity and meticulous research skills
set her apart. She studied history and literature, which greatly influenced
her narrative style, combining factual depth with compelling storytelling.

Ida Tarbell and The History of the Standard Oil
Company: Investigative Journalism at Its Best

Tarbell’s work on Standard Oil was groundbreaking not only because of its
content but also due to the approach she took. The history of the Standard
Oil Company, as she presented it, was not just a corporate biography but a
detailed exposé of monopolistic practices that stifled competition and
manipulated markets.

Uncovering the Monopoly

Standard Oil, founded by John D. Rockefeller in 1870, quickly grew to
dominate the oil industry in the United States. By the early 1900s, it
controlled roughly 90% of the nation’s oil refining and distribution. While
this might sound like a business triumph, Tarbell’s investigation revealed an
underbelly of ruthless tactics:

- **Predatory pricing** to undercut competitors and force them out of



business.
- Secret railroad rebates and preferential shipping rates that gave Standard
Oil an unfair advantage.
- Use of espionage and intimidation to suppress rival companies.
- Complex corporate structures designed to evade legal scrutiny and maintain
control.

Tarbell painstakingly collected documents, interviewed former employees and
competitors, and analyzed corporate records to build a comprehensive picture
of Standard Oil’s operations.

A Series That Changed America

Her findings were published in a series of articles in McClure’s Magazine
starting in 1902. These pieces captivated readers across the country and
stirred public outrage. The series was later compiled into a book titled *The
History of the Standard Oil Company*, which remains a seminal work in both
journalism and business history.

Tarbell’s writing style was accessible yet authoritative, making complex
corporate strategies understandable to everyday readers. She didn’t merely
condemn Standard Oil but showed the nuances of its rise, providing context to
its success while highlighting the ethical and legal issues involved.

The Impact of Ida Tarbell’s Work on Business
and Regulation

The influence of Tarbell’s exposé extended far beyond the pages of a
magazine. It played a significant role in shaping public opinion and
government policy during a critical period in American economic history.

Fueling Antitrust Reforms

At the turn of the 20th century, the U.S. government was beginning to
confront the challenges posed by large monopolies and trusts. Tarbell’s
detailed account gave momentum to the antitrust movement, which sought to
promote fair competition and curtail corporate abuses.

In 1911, the United States Supreme Court ruled that the Standard Oil Company
was an illegal monopoly and ordered its breakup into smaller, independent
companies. This landmark decision drew heavily on the evidence and public
awareness generated by Tarbell’s work.

Setting a Precedent for Investigative Journalism

Beyond its impact on Standard Oil, Tarbell’s approach helped define
investigative journalism as a powerful tool for social change. She
demonstrated the value of rigorous research, persistence, and ethical
reporting in holding powerful institutions accountable.



Her legacy inspired generations of journalists to pursue in-depth
investigations into corporate and political corruption, reinforcing the
press’s role as a watchdog in a democratic society.

Understanding the Business Strategies of
Standard Oil Through Tarbell’s Lens

To fully appreciate the history of the Standard Oil Company, it’s helpful to
explore some of the key business strategies that Tarbell uncovered—strategies
that contributed to the company’s dominance but also to its eventual
downfall.

Vertical Integration

One of Standard Oil’s hallmark tactics was vertical integration, which meant
controlling every stage of the oil production process—from drilling and
refining to distribution and sales. This allowed the company to reduce costs
and outmaneuver competitors by streamlining operations and controlling supply
chains.

Horizontal Integration and the Trust System

Standard Oil also pursued horizontal integration by acquiring or forcing out
competing refineries. This consolidation was facilitated through the trust
system, a legal arrangement that allowed Standard Oil to control multiple
companies as though they were one, circumventing laws against monopolies.

Use of Secret Deals and Rebates

Tarbell’s investigation revealed how Standard Oil secured secret rebates from
railroads, cutting shipping costs dramatically compared to competitors. These
backdoor deals gave Standard Oil a pricing advantage that was nearly
impossible for rivals to match.

Aggressive Legal and Financial Maneuvers

The company employed aggressive legal tactics, including lawsuits and
contracts designed to intimidate or trap competitors. Financially, Standard
Oil wielded its immense resources to buy out struggling rivals or drive them
into bankruptcy.

The Enduring Relevance of Ida Tarbell’s Work
and The History of the Standard Oil Company

Today, Ida Tarbell’s *The History of the Standard Oil Company* remains a



vital reference point for understanding corporate power, journalism ethics,
and economic regulation. Her work offers lessons that resonate in
contemporary discussions about monopolies, corporate transparency, and the
role of the media.

In an era where large corporations wield significant influence over markets
and politics, Tarbell’s legacy reminds us of the importance of vigilance,
accountability, and the power of well-researched storytelling. Whether you’re
interested in history, journalism, or business ethics, exploring her
investigation provides valuable insights into how one determined individual
helped reshape American society.

Engaging with Ida Tarbell’s story also highlights the critical role of
investigative reporting in democracy. By shining a light on opaque corporate
practices and demanding accountability, journalists like Tarbell empower
citizens and policymakers to foster a fairer economic landscape.

The history of the Standard Oil Company, as revealed by Ida Tarbell, is much
more than a tale of business success and failure—it’s a powerful narrative
about justice, perseverance, and the enduring struggle for ethical business
practices.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Ida Tarbell and what is she known for?

Ida Tarbell was an American investigative journalist and writer, best known
for her pioneering work in muckraking journalism, particularly her exposé on
the Standard Oil Company.

What is 'The History of the Standard Oil Company' by
Ida Tarbell?

'The History of the Standard Oil Company' is a detailed investigative work by
Ida Tarbell that exposed the unfair practices and monopolistic tactics of the
Standard Oil Company, led by John D. Rockefeller.

When was 'The History of the Standard Oil Company'
published?

Ida Tarbell's work was originally published as a series of articles in
McClure's Magazine in 1902 and later compiled into a book in 1904.

What impact did Ida Tarbell’s 'The History of the
Standard Oil Company' have on public opinion?

Tarbell’s exposé significantly influenced public opinion by revealing the
unethical business practices of Standard Oil, leading to increased support
for antitrust laws and government regulation.

How did Ida Tarbell conduct her investigation into



Standard Oil?

Ida Tarbell conducted extensive research including interviews, examination of
company records, and analysis of business practices to uncover the
monopolistic strategies used by Standard Oil.

What role did 'The History of the Standard Oil
Company' play in antitrust legislation?

Tarbell's work helped fuel the movement for antitrust enforcement,
contributing to the U.S. Supreme Court decision in 1911 to break up Standard
Oil under the Sherman Antitrust Act.

Why is Ida Tarbell considered a pioneer of
investigative journalism?

Ida Tarbell is considered a pioneer because she employed thorough research,
detailed documentation, and narrative storytelling to expose corporate
corruption, setting a standard for investigative journalism.

What were some of the unethical practices revealed in
'The History of the Standard Oil Company'?

The book revealed practices such as predatory pricing, secret railroad
rebates, collusion, and efforts to stifle competition to maintain Standard
Oil’s monopoly in the oil industry.

Additional Resources
**Ida Tarbell and The History of The Standard Oil Company: An Investigative
Chronicle**

ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company marks a pivotal chapter
in American investigative journalism and corporate accountability. This
extensive exposé not only reshaped the public’s understanding of monopolistic
practices in the early 20th century but also set a precedent for modern
investigative reporting. Ida Tarbell’s meticulous research into the Standard
Oil Company revealed the inner workings of one of the most powerful
corporations of its time, highlighting the complex interplay of business
tactics, legal maneuvers, and ethical controversies that defined the era.

The Genesis of Ida Tarbell’s Investigation

At the dawn of the 20th century, Standard Oil, under the leadership of John
D. Rockefeller, had grown into an unprecedented corporate giant, dominating
the oil industry in the United States. Its near-monopolistic control raised
significant concerns about unfair business practices and the suppression of
competition. Ida Tarbell, a pioneering female journalist and author, embarked
on a comprehensive investigation to unveil the truth behind Standard Oil’s
rise to power.

Born in 1857, Tarbell was uniquely positioned to explore this subject; her



father had been an independent oil producer whose livelihood was severely
impacted by Standard Oil’s aggressive tactics. This personal connection
fueled her commitment to uncovering the facts. Her work culminated in the
multi-part series "The History of the Standard Oil Company," published in
*McClure’s Magazine* between 1902 and 1904.

Methodology and Research Approach

Tarbell’s investigative approach was thorough and methodical. She utilized a
range of primary sources, including company records, personal interviews with
insiders and competitors, court documents, and firsthand observations. Unlike
sensationalist journalism common at the time, Tarbell’s work was
characterized by its detailed evidence and balanced narrative, which lent
credibility to her findings.

Her research exposed the sophisticated strategies employed by Standard Oil to
consolidate control, such as predatory pricing, secret railroad rebates, and
acquiring competitors through coercion or buyouts. Through this lens, the
article series painted a nuanced picture of corporate dominance that went
beyond simple villainy, exploring the systemic issues within the rapidly
industrializing American economy.

The Impact of “The History of the Standard Oil
Company”

Ida Tarbell’s series had a profound effect on public opinion and the legal
landscape concerning monopolies and trusts. Her work helped galvanize the
progressive movement’s push for regulatory reforms and contributed
significantly to the eventual breakup of Standard Oil.

Shaping Antitrust Legislation

One of the most direct consequences of Tarbell’s exposé was its influence on
the enforcement of the Sherman Antitrust Act of 1890. While the law existed,
its application had been inconsistent and often ineffective against
entrenched monopolies like Standard Oil. Tarbell’s detailed documentation of
Standard Oil’s anti-competitive practices provided lawmakers and the
judiciary with concrete examples of trust abuses.

In 1911, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled that Standard Oil violated federal
antitrust laws and ordered its dissolution into 34 independent companies.
This decision marked a landmark victory for antitrust enforcement and
underscored the power of investigative journalism in shaping public policy.

Legacy in Journalism and Corporate Accountability

Beyond its immediate legal ramifications, "The History of the Standard Oil
Company" established new standards for investigative reporting. Tarbell’s
commitment to accuracy, depth, and fairness demonstrated the potential of
journalism to act as a watchdog over powerful interests. Her work inspired



generations of journalists to pursue in-depth corporate investigations and
champion transparency.

Moreover, her series opened dialogue about ethical business practices and
corporate responsibility, issues that remain relevant today as regulators and
the public grapple with the influence of large corporations.

Analyzing the Features of Tarbell’s Work

Ida Tarbell’s investigation into Standard Oil stands out due to several key
features that contributed to its effectiveness and lasting relevance.

Comprehensive and Balanced Reporting

Unlike partisan attacks or mere opinion pieces, Tarbell provided a
comprehensive narrative that accounted for multiple perspectives. She
acknowledged Standard Oil’s innovations and efficiencies but did not shy away
from critiquing the company’s use of monopolistic tactics. This balanced
approach enhanced the credibility of her work and made it more persuasive to
a broad audience.

Use of Primary Evidence

Tarbell’s reliance on primary documents and interviews distinguished her work
from contemporaneous muckraking journalism, which often lacked
substantiation. This rigorous evidence-based approach allowed her to build a
compelling case that was difficult for Standard Oil defenders to refute.

Humanizing the Corporate Story

While providing detailed legal and economic analysis, Tarbell also
incorporated human stories, including the struggles of smaller oil producers
and workers affected by Standard Oil’s practices. This narrative technique
helped readers connect emotionally with the subject matter, increasing public
engagement.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its acclaim, Tarbell’s exposé was not without criticism. Some
contemporaries argued that her personal connection to the oil industry
introduced bias, suggesting that her depiction of Standard Oil was overly
harsh. Others contended that her work underestimated the efficiencies and
consumer benefits brought about by Standard Oil’s scale and integration.

Additionally, some historians note that Tarbell’s focus on Standard Oil
inadvertently contributed to a negative perception of large corporations in
general, sometimes overshadowing their role in economic growth and
innovation.



Pros and Cons of Tarbell’s Exposé

Pros: Raised public awareness of corporate monopolies; influenced legal
reforms; set high standards for investigative journalism; humanized
complex economic issues.

Cons: Potential personal bias due to family history; criticized for
underemphasizing the positive aspects of corporate consolidation;
contributed to polarized views on big business.

Ida Tarbell’s Work in the Context of Early 20th
Century America

Understanding the context in which Tarbell wrote enhances appreciation for
the significance of her work. The United States at the turn of the century
was undergoing rapid industrialization, urbanization, and social change. The
rise of trusts like Standard Oil exemplified both the opportunities and risks
of this transformation.

Tarbell’s investigation coincided with the Progressive Era, a time marked by
reform-minded activism aimed at curbing corruption and promoting social
justice. Her exposé fed into broader societal debates about the role of
government regulation, economic fairness, and the balance between corporate
power and public interest.

Comparisons with Other Muckrakers

Ida Tarbell is often grouped with other prominent muckrakers such as Upton
Sinclair and Lincoln Steffens. However, her work is distinguished by its
focus on detailed corporate history rather than social conditions or
political corruption. This specificity allowed her to contribute uniquely to
the era’s reformist literature.

Continuing Relevance of “The History of the
Standard Oil Company”

More than a century later, Ida Tarbell’s monumental work remains a reference
point for understanding monopoly power, corporate ethics, and the role of
investigative journalism. As contemporary economies face challenges related
to tech giants and market concentration, lessons from Tarbell’s investigation
into Standard Oil continue to resonate.

Her blend of detailed research, ethical consideration, and narrative skill
provides a template for journalists and regulators seeking to illuminate
complex corporate behaviors. In an age where corporate influence is both
pervasive and opaque, revisiting Tarbell’s work offers valuable insights into
transparency and accountability.



---

Ida Tarbell’s "The History of the Standard Oil Company" transcends its
historical moment, standing as a testament to the power of rigorous
journalism to challenge entrenched power structures. Through her
investigative lens, the story of Standard Oil unfolds as a multifaceted
narrative of ambition, innovation, and controversy—one that continues to
inform discussions about the limits of corporate power and the role of the
press today.

Ida Tarbell The History Of The Standard Oil Company

  ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil
Company Ida Tarbell, 2017-06-08 Written by journalist Ida Tarbell in 1904, The History of the
Standard Oil Company was an expos� of the Standard Oil Company, run at that time by oil tycoon
John D. Rockefeller, the richest figure in America's history. Originally serialized in 19 parts in
McClure's magazine, the book was a seminal example of muckraking (known today as investigative
journalism) and inspired many other journalists to write about trusts. Trusts were large businesses
that (in the absence of strong antitrust law in the 19th century) attempted to gain monopolies in
various industries. The History of the Standard Oil Company was credited with hastening the
breakup of Standard Oil, which came about in 1911. This is the full and complete digital version of
both volumes, plus all appendices, illustrations, charts, tables, and footnotes. A truly fascinating
work.
  ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil
Company Ida Minerva Tarbell, 1904
  ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil
Company Ida M. Tarbell, 2009-01-01 In this era of financial crisis compounded, and even perhaps
enabled, by a dearth of investigative reporting, it is valuable to go back in time to learn from the
work of great journalists with the courage to have taken on avaricious corporations and
irresponsible business practices. Perhaps no book demands our attention and respect as much as the
one now in your hands. The unabridged edition, long out of print, of Ida Tarbell's study/expose of the
history of the Standard Oil Company is an American classic, a model of careful research, detailed
analysis, clear expository writing, and social mission. It has been hailed as one of the top ten of
journalism's greatest hits. In Volume I, Tarbell explores: [ the birth of the oil industry [ the rise of the
Standard Oil Company and John D. Rockefeller [ the oil war of 1872 [ the beginnings of the oil trust [
the first interstate commerce bill [ and more. IDA MINERVA TARBELL (1857-1944) is remembered
today as a muckraking journalist, thanks to this 1904 blockbuster expos. Originally published as a
series of articles in McClure's magazine, this groundbreaking work highlighted the dangers of
business monopolies and contributed to the eventual breakup of Standard Oil. As modern-day
muckraker Danny Schechter writes in his new introduction, exclusive to this Cosimo Classics edition.
He is editor of Mediachannel.org and author of numerous books on the media, including Plunder:
Investigating Our Economic Calamity and the Subprime Scandal (Cosimo). For more, see
www.newsdissector.com/plunder.
  ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil
Company Ida M. Tarbell, 2013-12 Ida Tarbell's masterly work of investigative journalism leaves the
reader longing for a principled, hard-working, thorough and hard-working reporter such as Ida
Tarbell and her fellow idealists at McClure's Magazine at the turn of the 20th Century. She and her
colleagues came to President Roosevelt's attention, at first with doubt, but later with appreciation.
His actions helped to bring about remarkable and desperately needed changes. This book should be

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-194/ida-tarbell-the-history-of-the-standard-oil-company.pdf


required reading in any journalism course today. Muckrakers was the name that Theodore Roosevelt
gave journalists of the early part of the 20th century who exposed abuses in American business and
government. Ida Tarbell, one of the original muckrakers, was able to help shut down the Standard
Oil Company monopoly that had hampered her father's efforts in the oil industry in Pennsylvania.
Standard Oil founder John D. Rockefeller, irked by her stinging éxpose, dubbed her Miss Tarbarrel.
The History of the Standard Oil Company is listed number five among the top 100 works of
twentieth-century American journalism by the New York Times in 1999. This muckraking classic,
which eventually led to effective regulation of the Standard Oil Company, was the inaugural work for
crusading journalists whose mission was to expose corruption in politics and the abuses of big
business during the early twentieth century. The history combined descriptions of John D.
Rockefeller's business practices with his personal characteristics, creating an image of a cunning
and ruthless person--a picture that not even decades of Rockefeller philanthropy were able to dispel.
  ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil
Company: The fight for the seaboard pipe-line Ida Minerva Tarbell, 1904 The History of the
Standard Oil Company is a 1904 book by journalist Ida Tarbell. It is an exposé about the Standard
Oil Company, run at the time by oil tycoon John D. Rockefeller, the richest figure in American
history. Originally serialized in nineteen parts in McClure's magazine, the book is a seminal example
of muckraking, and inspired many other journalists to write about trusts, large businesses that (in
the absence of strong antitrust laws in the 19th century) attempted to gain monopolies in various
industries. The History of the Standard Oil Company is credited with hastening the breakup of
Standard Oil, which came about in 1911, when the Supreme Court of the United States found the
company to be violating the Sherman Antitrust Act. The subsequent decision splintered the company
into 34 baby Standards. The value of Rockefeller's shares rose after the breakup as the new
companies had a positive development on the stock exchange--Wikipedia, viewed January 27, 2023.
  ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil
Company, by Ida M. Tarbell, ... Ida Minerva Tarbell, 1905
  ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil
Company (Complete Illustrated Edition) Ida Minerva Tarbell, 2023-12-10 In The History of the
Standard Oil Company (Complete Illustrated Edition), Ida Minerva Tarbell embarks on an exhaustive
investigation into one of the most influential corporations of the early 20th century, deftly
intertwining narrative and analysis. Employing a journalistic style that is both meticulous and
evocative, Tarbell unveils the ruthless business practices of John D. Rockefeller and the Standard Oil
monopoly, illustrating not only the economic implications but also the ethical dilemmas inherent in
corporate power. This edition is enriched with illustrations that further contextualize the historical
landscape, allowing readers to visualize the era's socio-economic dynamics. Ida Tarbell, a pioneering
investigative journalist and one of the first prominent female writers in the field, was driven by
personal experience'—growing up in Titusville, Pennsylvania, where her father struggled against
Standard Oil's monopolistic practices. Her upbringing instilled in her a unique perspective on the
intersection of industry, ethics, and society, motivating her to tackle corporate malfeasance with an
unwavering commitment to uncovering the truth. Tarbell's work was pivotal in the progressive
movement, challenging the status quo and advocating for reform. Readers seeking a profound
understanding of American industry and the complexities of capitalism will find Tarbell's work
indispensable. This complete illustrated edition not only presents a compelling narrative but invites
critical reflection on the role of ethics in business, making it essential reading for anyone interested
in history, economics, and social justice. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added
value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and
themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling
critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that
shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth
underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's
messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on



moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions,
and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.
  ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil
Company Ida Tarbell, 2015-01-15 Ida Tarbell wrote a searing work on the corruption and greed of
John D. Rockefeller's Standard Oil Company, which made Rockefeller one of the richest men in
history. Tarbell's work was so influential that it helped shape perception of robber barons and
helped bring about regulations during the progressive years at the beginning of the 20th century.
  ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil
Company; Volume 2 Ida M 1857-1944 Tarbell, 2022-10-27 This work has been selected by scholars
as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This
work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the
United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate)
has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.
  ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil
Company Volume 1 Of 2 Ida Tarbell, 2015-01-15 Ida Tarbell wrote a searing work on the
corruption and greed of John D. Rockefeller's Standard Oil Company, which made Rockefeller one of
the richest men in history. Tarbell's work was so influential that it helped shape perception of robber
barons and helped bring about regulations during the progressive years at the beginning of the 20th
century.
  ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil
Company Ida Minerva Tarbell, 2002
  ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company: Energy in American History Jeffrey B.
Webb, Christopher R. Fee, 2024 Contextualizes and analyzes the key energy transitions in U.S.
history and the central importance of energy production and consumption on the American
environment and in American culture and politics--
  ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil
Company, Vol. II (in Two Volumes) Ida M. Tarbell, 2009-01-01 IDA MINERVA TARBELL
(1857-1944) is remembered today as a muckraking journalist, thanks to this 1904 blockbuster expos.
Originally published as a series of articles in McClure's magazine, this groundbreaking work
highlighted the dangers of business monopolies and contributed to the eventual breakup of Standard
Oil. As modern-day muckraker Danny Schechter writes in his new introduction, exclusive to this
Cosimo Classics edition: In this era of financial crisis compounded, and even perhaps enabled, by a
dearth of investigative reporting, it is valuable to go back in time to learn from the work of great
journalists with the courage to have taken on avaricious corporations and irresponsible business
practices. Perhaps no book demands our attention and respect as much as the one now in your
hands. The unabridged edition, long out of print, of Ida Tarbell's study/expose of the history of the
Standard Oil Company is an American classic, a model of careful research, detailed analysis, clear
expository writing, and social mission. It has been hailed as one of the top ten of journalism's
greatest hits. In Volume II, Tarbell explores: [ battles over oil pipelines [ the marketing of oil [ the
political response to Standard's domination [ breaking up the oil trust [ competition in the oil
industry [ and more.
  ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil
Company Ida M. Tarbell, 1925
  ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil
Company, Vol. 1, Illustrated Ida M. Tarbell, 2011-01-01 Muckrakers was the name that Theodore
Roosevelt gave journalists of the early part of the 20th century who exposed abuses in American
business and government. Ida Tarbell, one of the original muckrakers, was able to help shut down
the Standard Oil Company monopoly that had hampered her father's efforts in the oil industry in



Pennsylvania. Standard Oil founder John D. Rockefeller, irked by her stinging expose, dubbed her
Miss Tarbarrel. The History of the Standard Oil Company is listed number five among the top 100
works of twentieth-century American journalism by the New York Times in 1999. This muckraking
classic, which eventually led to effective regulation of the Standard Oil Company, was the inaugural
work for crusading journalists whose mission was to expose corruption in politics and the abuses of
big business during the early twentieth century. The history combined descriptions of John D.
Rockefeller's business practices with his personal characteristics, creating an image of a cunning
and ruthless person--a picture that not even decades of Rockefeller philanthropy were able to dispel.
  ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company: The Story of Oil Katherine McLean
Brevard, Davis Worth Miller, 2010 An introduction to the modern oil industry, including how it
developed and how it has transformed the world for the better, as well as for the worse.
  ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil
Company Volume 2 Of 2 Ida Tarbell, 2015-01-15 Ida Tarbell wrote a searing work on the
corruption and greed of John D. Rockefeller's Standard Oil Company, which made Rockefeller one of
the richest men in history. Tarbell's work was so influential that it helped shape perception of robber
barons and helped bring about regulations during the progressive years at the beginning of the 20th
century.
  ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company: Women in American History Peg A.
Lamphier, Rosanne Welch, 2017-01-23 This four-volume set documents the complexity and richness
of women's contributions to American history and culture, empowering all students by
demonstrating a more populist approach to the past. Based on the content of most textbooks, it
would be easy to reach the erroneous conclusion that women have not contributed much to
America's history and development. Nothing could be further from the truth. Offering
comprehensive coverage of women of a diverse range of cultures, classes, ethnicities, religions, and
sexual identifications, this four-volume set identifies the many ways in which women have helped to
shape and strengthen the United States. This encyclopedia is organized into four chronological
volumes, with each volume further divided into three sections. Each section features an overview
essay and thematic essay as well as detailed entries on topics ranging from Lady Gaga to Ladybird
Johnson, Lucy Stone, and Lucille Ball, and from the International Ladies of Rhythm to the
International Ladies Garment Workers Union. The set also includes a vast variety of primary
documents, such as personal letters, public papers, newspaper articles, recipes, and more. These
primary documents enhance users' learning opportunities and enable readers to better connect with
the subject matter.
  ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company: Oil and Ideology Roger M. Olien, Diana
Davids Hinton, Diana Davids Olien, 2000 A synthesis of cultural, business, gender and intellectual
history, exploring how the negative image of America's petrol industry was created. It shows how
this image helped shape policy toward the industry in ways that were sometimes at odds with the
goals or reformers and the public interest.
  ida tarbell the history of the standard oil company: The History of the Standard Oil
Company Ida Minerva Tarbell, 2002
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