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How Can the Constitution Be Changed? Exploring the Process of Constitutional Amendments

how can the constitution be changed is a question that often arises when people consider the evolving

nature of laws and governance. Constitutions, being the supreme law of a country, are designed to

provide a stable framework for government and society. Yet, they are not set in stone. Societies grow,

values shift, and new challenges emerge, making it essential for constitutions to be adaptable.

Understanding how constitutional changes occur is key to appreciating the balance between stability

and flexibility in a nation’s legal foundation.

Why Is Changing the Constitution Such a Complex Process?

Constitutions are intentionally difficult to amend to prevent frequent or whimsical changes that could

undermine a country’s legal system. Changing a constitution involves more than just passing a new

law; it requires a deliberate and often multi-step process that reflects broad consensus. This ensures

that any amendments serve the long-term interests of the nation rather than short-term political gains.

The complexity of the amendment process also protects fundamental rights and maintains the

separation of powers among branches of government. It acts as a safeguard against authoritarian rule

or the erosion of essential democratic principles.

How Can the Constitution Be Changed? Understanding the

Amendment Process

The process for changing a constitution varies from country to country, but there are common methods



used worldwide. Let’s explore some of the key ways constitutions can be amended and what each

involves.

1. Legislative Proposal and Approval

In many countries, the most common way to amend the constitution is through a proposal by the

legislature. This usually involves:

Proposal Stage: A member of the legislature or the executive branch introduces an amendment.

Deliberation: The proposed amendment is debated in one or both houses of the parliament or

congress.

Approval Threshold: Because constitutions are foundational, approval usually requires a

supermajority (e.g., two-thirds or three-fourths) rather than a simple majority.

This higher threshold ensures that only amendments with wide political support become law. In some

systems, after legislative approval, the amendment might need to be ratified by the states or provinces.

2. Constitutional Conventions

Another method to change the constitution is through a constitutional convention—a gathering

specifically convened to discuss and propose amendments or even draft a new constitution entirely.

This approach is less common but has been used in significant historical moments when major

reforms are needed.



Constitutional conventions allow for comprehensive review and can involve representatives from

various sectors of society. They offer a more participatory and deliberative process compared to

standard legislative procedures.

3. Referendums and Popular Vote

Direct democracy tools such as referendums play a crucial role in constitutional change in many

democracies. After a legislative proposal or constitutional convention, the amendment may be put to a

popular vote where citizens approve or reject the changes.

This process reflects the principle that the constitution belongs to the people and requires their consent

for modification. Referendums vary in requirements; some countries demand a simple majority, while

others require a higher threshold or concurrent approval by multiple regions.

4. Judicial Interpretation and De Facto Changes

Though not a formal amendment process, judicial interpretation can effectively change the meaning

and application of constitutional provisions. Courts, especially supreme or constitutional courts, have

the power to reinterpret the constitution in light of contemporary issues.

While this method doesn’t alter the text itself, it influences how the constitution functions in practice,

allowing the legal system to adapt without formal amendments. However, if courts overstep, this can

lead to debates about judicial activism versus restraint.

Key Factors Influencing How Constitutions Change



Political Stability and Consensus

The ability to change a constitution depends heavily on political will and consensus. In stable political

environments, amendments tend to be carefully considered and widely supported. Conversely, in

polarized societies, constitutional changes can become contentious and difficult to achieve.

Social Movements and Public Pressure

Social movements and public advocacy often play a significant role in pushing for constitutional

amendments. Issues like civil rights, gender equality, or environmental protections have historically

prompted calls for constitutional change. When citizens mobilize effectively, they can influence

legislators or trigger referendums that lead to amendments.

Legal Safeguards and Entrenchment Clauses

Many constitutions include “entrenchment clauses” or provisions that set stricter rules for amendment,

especially for fundamental principles. Some even prohibit certain changes altogether, such as altering

the democratic form of government or human rights guarantees.

These legal safeguards preserve the core identity of a nation’s constitution and prevent radical or

harmful modifications.

Examples of How Constitutions Have Been Changed Around

the World

Looking at real-world examples helps illustrate the diversity of amendment processes:



United States: The U.S. Constitution requires a two-thirds majority in both houses of Congress

and ratification by three-fourths of the states, making amendments rare and significant.

India: The Indian Constitution can be amended by Parliament with a two-thirds majority, with

some amendments requiring approval from state legislatures.

Germany: Amendments require a two-thirds majority in both Bundestag and Bundesrat, but some

parts, like human dignity, are unamendable.

South Africa: The constitution can be changed by the National Assembly with a two-thirds

majority, and some sections require additional support from the National Council of Provinces.

These examples highlight how amendment procedures reflect each country’s political culture and

historical context.

Tips for Advocating Constitutional Change

If you’re interested in promoting a constitutional amendment, here are some practical tips:

Build Broad Coalitions: Because amendments require wide support, align with various political1.

parties, civil society groups, and stakeholders.

Educate the Public: Inform citizens about the reasons for change and its benefits to gain2.

grassroots support.

Engage Lawmakers: Work closely with legislators who can champion your cause within the3.



formal amendment process.

Use Media Wisely: Utilize media platforms to create awareness and shape public opinion.4.

Be Patient: Constitutional change is often a slow process that requires persistence and strategic5.

planning.

The Role of Constitutions in Modern Governance

Understanding how can the constitution be changed also sheds light on the broader role constitutions

play in governance. Constitutions provide the legal backbone for governments, ensure the protection of

rights, and define the relationship between the state and its citizens.

Their ability to evolve through amendments allows societies to adapt to new realities without losing

their foundational principles. This balance between rigidity and flexibility is what makes constitutions

enduring documents capable of guiding nations through centuries of change.

As debates continue over various constitutional reforms worldwide, knowing the processes and

challenges involved in constitutional amendments becomes increasingly important for every engaged

citizen.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the general process for amending the constitution?

The constitution can be changed through a formal amendment process, which typically involves

proposal by a certain majority in the legislature or a constitutional convention, followed by ratification



through a specified number of states or public approval.

Who has the authority to propose changes to the constitution?

Changes to the constitution can usually be proposed by the national legislature, a constitutional

convention called by the states, or through citizen initiatives, depending on the country's specific legal

framework.

What role do states or regions play in changing the constitution?

States or regions often must ratify proposed constitutional amendments, usually by a supermajority

vote in their legislatures or through state referendums, to ensure broad consensus before a change is

adopted.

Can the constitution be changed through judicial interpretation?

While courts cannot formally change the constitution, judicial interpretation can effectively alter its

application by reinterpreting its provisions in landmark rulings, influencing how the constitution is

understood and applied.

Are there any limitations on what parts of the constitution can be

amended?

Yes, many constitutions include clauses that restrict amendments to certain fundamental principles or

require a more rigorous process for changes to core elements, ensuring the constitution's foundational

framework is preserved.

Additional Resources

How Can the Constitution Be Changed? A Detailed Examination of Constitutional Amendments

how can the constitution be changed is a fundamental question that resonates within the realms of



governance, law, and civic discourse. Constitutions, as the supreme legal frameworks guiding nations,

are designed to be both enduring and adaptable. Their ability to evolve reflects the dynamic nature of

society, politics, and values. Yet, altering such a foundational document is neither simple nor arbitrary.

This article explores the mechanisms, challenges, and implications of constitutional change, offering an

analytical perspective on how constitutions can be amended or revised across different political

systems.

Understanding Constitutional Change

Constitutions are crafted to provide stability and continuity; however, they must also accommodate

societal shifts and emerging realities. The question of how can the constitution be changed involves

examining the legal procedures in place to amend or overhaul the text, the political will required, and

the broader social context influencing these changes.

Typically, constitutional change falls into two categories: amendments and complete revisions.

Amendments refer to specific alterations or additions to the existing text, often addressing particular

articles or clauses. Revisions, on the other hand, imply a more comprehensive reworking of the

constitutional document, sometimes leading to the adoption of an entirely new constitution.

Legal Frameworks for Amendment

Most modern constitutions incorporate explicit provisions detailing the amendment process. These

provisions aim to balance flexibility with safeguarding core principles. The complexity of these

procedures varies widely:

Legislative Approval: Many constitutions require that amendments pass through the national

legislature, often needing a supermajority vote (such as two-thirds or three-fourths) to ensure

broad consensus.



Referenda: Some countries mandate that constitutional amendments must be ratified by the

electorate through a referendum, reinforcing democratic legitimacy.

Federal Consent: In federal systems, amendments may require approval not only at the national

level but also from constituent states or provinces.

Constitutional Conventions: Occasionally, changes are proposed or enacted through specially

convened conventions tasked with reviewing and recommending modifications.

For instance, in the United States, the Constitution can be amended by a two-thirds majority in both

houses of Congress, followed by ratification by three-fourths of the states. In contrast, the United

Kingdom operates without a codified constitution, relying on parliamentary sovereignty, meaning

constitutional changes occur through ordinary legislative processes.

Challenges in Changing Constitutions

The difficulty inherent in changing constitutions stems from the need to protect the document’s

foundational role while allowing adaptability. Key challenges include:

Political Consensus: Achieving the required supermajorities often necessitates cross-party

cooperation, which can be challenging in polarized environments.

Public Engagement: Referenda require effective public participation and understanding, which

can be hindered by misinformation or apathy.

Entrenchment Clauses: Some constitutions include unamendable provisions that safeguard core

principles, making certain changes impossible through normal procedures.



Judicial Review: Courts may interpret constitutional amendment procedures and their validity,

sometimes invalidating changes that do not comply with procedural requirements.

These complexities ensure that constitutional change remains a deliberate and reflective process

rather than a reactionary one.

Comparative Perspectives on Constitutional Amendments

Examining how can the constitution be changed across various countries reveals diverse approaches

shaped by political culture, history, and institutional design.

Rigid vs. Flexible Constitutions

Constitutions are often categorized as either rigid or flexible based on their amendment difficulty. Rigid

constitutions have stringent amendment processes, requiring supermajorities or special procedures,

while flexible constitutions allow changes through ordinary legislative action.

For example:

Rigid Constitution: The U.S. Constitution is considered rigid, necessitating a rigorous

amendment process that has resulted in only 27 amendments over more than two centuries.

Flexible Constitution: New Zealand’s constitution is flexible, with no single codified document,

allowing Parliament to amend constitutional laws through regular legislation.



This distinction has significant implications for political stability, adaptability, and the protection of

minority rights.

Role of Referenda in Constitutional Change

Referenda serve as a direct democratic tool, giving citizens a voice in constitutional amendments.

Countries like Switzerland rely heavily on referenda, often requiring multiple rounds of public approval

for constitutional changes. This process enhances legitimacy but can slow reform.

Conversely, some countries implement amendments solely through parliamentary action, prioritizing

political deliberation over direct public involvement.

Entrenchment and Unamendable Provisions

Certain constitutions safeguard fundamental principles by declaring parts of their text unamendable.

For instance, Germany’s Basic Law prohibits amendments that would affect human dignity or the

federal structure. This mechanism aims to preserve core democratic values and prevent authoritarian

backsliding.

However, the presence of entrenched clauses can provoke debates about the balance between

constitutional permanence and democratic sovereignty.

Modern Trends and Digital Challenges

In the digital age, the process of how can the constitution be changed faces new dimensions. The

proliferation of information technologies has transformed public engagement, enabling wider

dissemination of proposals but also exposing amendment processes to misinformation campaigns.



Additionally, some nations are exploring online platforms for facilitating public consultations or even

electronic voting on constitutional questions, raising questions about security, accessibility, and

legitimacy.

Pros and Cons of Constitutional Change Mechanisms

Pros:

Ensures democratic participation and legitimacy.

Allows legal frameworks to adapt to societal changes.

Protects fundamental rights through entrenchment.

Cons:

Complex procedures may hinder necessary reforms.

Risk of politicization and manipulation of amendment processes.

Referenda can be influenced by misinformation or populism.



Constitutional Change in Practice: Case Studies

Analyzing recent constitutional amendments provides insight into how these theoretical mechanisms

operate in practice.

South Africa’s Post-Apartheid Constitution

South Africa’s 1996 constitution is renowned for its progressive nature and includes a rigorous

amendment process requiring both parliamentary supermajorities and consideration of provincial

legislatures. This framework has facilitated significant social reforms while maintaining stability.

Turkey’s Controversial Amendments

Turkey’s constitutional changes in recent years, approved via referenda, have sparked international

debate about the balance between democratic process and authoritarian tendencies, illustrating the

political risks involved in constitutional modifications.

Concluding Thoughts on Constitutional Adaptability

The question of how can the constitution be changed is central to understanding the balance between

permanence and progress in governance. While the procedures differ globally, the underlying principle

remains consistent: constitutional change must be deliberate, inclusive, and reflective of a society’s

evolving needs. The evolution of amendment mechanisms alongside technological and political

developments will continue to shape how nations uphold and reinterpret their foundational legal texts.



How Can The Constitution Be Changed

  how can the constitution be changed: How Constitutions Change Dawn Oliver, Carlo
Fusaro, 2011-08-09 This set of essays explores how constitutions change and are changed in a
number of countries, and how the 'constitution' of the EU changes and is changed. For a range of
reasons, including internal and external pressures, the constitutional arrangements in many
countries are changing. Constitutional change may be formal, involving amendments to the texts of
Constitutions or the passage of legislation of a clearly constitutional kind, or informal and organic,
as where court decisions affect the operation of the system of government, or where new
administrative and other arrangements (eg agencification) affect or articulate or alter the operation
of the constitution of the country, without the need to resort to formal change. The countries in this
study include, from the EU, a common law country, a Nordic one, a former communist state, several
civil law systems, parliamentary systems and a hybrid one (France). Chapters on non EU countries
include two on developing countries (India and South Africa), two on common law countries without
entrenched written constitutions (Israel and New Zealand), a presidential system (the USA) and
three federal ones (Switzerland, the USA and Canada). In the last two chapters the editors conduct a
detailed comparative analysis of the jurisdiction-based chapters and explore the question whether
any overarching theory or theories about constitutional change in liberal democracies emerge from
the study.
  how can the constitution be changed: Creating Constitutional Change Gregg Ivers, Kevin T.
McGuire, 2004 Because the justices of the U.S. Supreme Court interpret the Constitution, their
decisions can create constitutional change. For quite some time, general readers interested in
understanding those changes have not had access to a concise volume that explores the major
decisions through which those changes occur. In order to make a wide range of decisions more
comprehensible, Gregg Ivers and Kevin T. McGuire commissioned twenty-four outstanding scholars
to write essays on a selected series of Supreme Court cases. Chosen for their contemporary
relevance, most of the cases addressed in this informative reader are from the last half-century,
extending right up through Bush v. Gore and the 2003 Michigan affirmative actions cases--Unedited
summary from paperback cover.
  how can the constitution be changed: Engineering Constitutional Change Xenophōn I.
Kontiadēs, 2013 This volume provides a holistic presentation of the reality of constitutional change
in 18 countries (the 15 old EU member states, Canada, Switzerland and the USA). The essays offer
analysis on formal and informal constitutional amendment bringing forth the overall picture of the
parallel paths constitutional change follows, in correlation to what the constitution means and how
constitutional law works. To capture the patterns of constitutional change, multi-faceted parameters
are explored such as the interrelations between form of government, party system, and
constitutional amendment; the interplay between constitutional change and the system of
constitutionality review; the role of the people, civil society, and experts in constitutional change;
and the influence of international and European law and jurisprudence on constitutional reform and
evolution. In the extensive final, comparative chapter, key features of each country's amendment
procedures are epitomized and the mechanisms of constitutional change are explained on the basis
of introducing five distinct models of constitutional change. The concept of constitutional rigidity is
re-approached and broken down to a set of factual and institutional rigidities. The classification of
countries within models, in accordance with the way in which operative amending mechanisms
connect, leads to a succinct portrayal of different modes of constitutional change engineering. This
book will prove to be an invaluable tool for approaching constitutional revision either for theoretical
or for practical purposes and will be of particular interest to students and scholars of constitutional,
comparative and public law.
  how can the constitution be changed: Routledge Handbook of Comparative
Constitutional Change Xenophon Contiades, Alkmene Fotiadou, 2020-06-11 Comparative

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-194/how-can-the-constitution-be-changed.pdf


constitutional change has recently emerged as a distinct field in the study of constitutional law. It is
the study of the way constitutions change through formal and informal mechanisms, including
amendment, replacement, total and partial revision, adaptation, interpretation, disuse and
revolution. The shift of focus from constitution-making to constitutional change makes sense, since
amendment power is the means used to refurbish constitutions in established democracies, enhance
their adaptation capacity and boost their efficacy. Adversely, constitutional change is also the basic
apparatus used to orchestrate constitutional backslide as the erosion of liberal democracies and
democratic regression is increasingly affected through legal channels of constitutional change.
Routledge Handbook of Comparative Constitutional Change provides a comprehensive reference tool
for all those working in the field and a thorough landscape of all theoretical and practical aspects of
the topic. Coherence from this aspect does not suggest a common view, as the chapters address
different topics, but reinforces the establishment of comparative constitutional change as a distinct
field. The book brings together the most respected scholars working in the field, and presents a
genuine contribution to comparative constitutional studies, comparative public law, political science
and constitutional history.
  how can the constitution be changed: Parliamentary Debates Victoria. Parliament, 1902
  how can the constitution be changed: The process of constitutional change Great Britain:
Parliament: House of Lords: Select Committee on the Constitution, 2011-07-18 The constitution is
the foundation upon which law and government are built. Yet the United Kingdom has no agreed
process for constitutional change. The Committee does not accept that the government should be
able to pick and choose which processes to apply when proposing significant constitutional change.
It therefore recommends in this report the adoption of a clear and consistent process. These
recommendations are not intended to restrict the government's right to initiate constitutional
change, but to hold ministers to account for their decisions. The Committee regard it as essential
that, prior to the introduction of a bill which provides for significant constitutional change, the
government considers the impact of the proposals upon the existing constitutional arrangements,
subject the proposals to detailed scrutiny in the Cabinet and its committees, consult widely, publish
green and white papers, and subject the bill to pre-legislative scrutiny.The Committee looks at these
processes in this report, as well as considering the desirability of public engagement and building
consensus. Also the importance of not rushing parliamentary scrutiny of legislation once introduced
into Parliament and of conducting comprehensive post-legislative scrutiny of significant
constitutional legislation once passed. Also recommended is the minister responsible for a
significant constitutional bill in each House set out the processes to which a bill has been subjected
in a written ministerial statement. This comprehensive package from which the government should
depart only in exceptional circumstances and where there are clearly justifiable reasons for so
doing. The Committee believes this approach is pragmatic and achievable, enabling the flexibility of
the United Kingdom's current constitutional arrangements to be retained whilst enhancing and
underpinning those arrangements
  how can the constitution be changed: Constitutional Change in the UK Nigel Forman,
2003-09-02 Examines the unprecedented changes to institutions of political power since New
Labour's victory, collectively and in detail, placing each in its historical context, analysing solutions
and what the future holds for this ambitious reform period.
  how can the constitution be changed: Constitutional Change and Constitutionalism in Africa ,
2025-05-16 The new generation of African constitutions crafted in the 1990s marked the beginning
of a trend that promised a radical transformation of the continent's governance landscape. This
movement aimed to eliminate the risks of coups and political instability that had plagued Africa
since the 1960s by embedding democracy and constitutionalism. However, the wave of constitutional
reforms post-1990s seems to have sparked a contagious fever of making, unmaking, and remaking
constitutions. The nature and frequency of these changes threaten to undermine the progress made
in entrenching a culture of constitutionalism, good governance, and respect for the rule of law. It is,
therefore, no surprise that there is almost universal agreement that Africa is now facing a profound



crisis of democracy and constitutionalism. Constitutional Change and Constitutionalism in Africa
examines the nature and extent of these changes, which have been occurring more frequently and
sometimes more arbitrarily than anticipated. Among the main questions investigated are the
constitution-making process and the roles of various internal actors, such as the legislature,
executive, and judiciary, as well as external actors like the African Union and Regional Economic
Communities, in the different processes of constitutional change. Ultimately, the discussions aim to
explore how the processes of constitutional change, whether inevitable and unavoidable or
contrived, can be conducted in a manner that does not undermine or threaten the efforts to entrench
democracy, constitutionalism, good governance, and respect for the rule of law on the African
continent.
  how can the constitution be changed: Supreme Court Confirmation Hearings and
Constitutional Change Paul M. Collins, Lori A. Ringhand, 2013-06-24 Before Supreme Court
nominees are allowed to take their place on the High Court, they must face a moment of democratic
reckoning by appearing before the Senate Judiciary Committee. Despite the potential this holds for
public input into the direction of legal change, the hearings are routinely derided as nothing but
empty rituals and political grandstanding. In this book, Paul M. Collins and Lori A. Ringhand present
a contrarian view that uses both empirical data and stories culled from more than seventy years of
transcripts to demonstrate that the hearings are a democratic forum for the discussion and
ratification of constitutional change. As such, they are one of the ways in which 'We the People' take
ownership of the Constitution by examining the core constitutional values of those permitted to
interpret it on our behalf.
  how can the constitution be changed: Participatory Constitutional Change Xenophon
Contiades, Alkmene Fotiadou, 2016-10-04 This book explores the recent trend of enhancing the role
of the people in constitutional change. It traces the reasons underlying this tendency, the new ways
in which it takes form, the possibilities of success and failure of such ventures as well as the risks
and benefits it carries. To do so, it examines the theoretical aspects of public participation in
constitutional decision-making, offers an analysis of the benefits gained and the problems
encountered in countries with long-standing experience in the practice of constitutional
referendums, discusses the recent innovative constitution-making processes employed in Iceland
and Ireland in the post financial crisis context and probes the use of public participation in the EU
context. New modes of deliberation are juxtaposed to traditional direct-democratic processes, while
the reasons behind this re-emergence of public involvement narratives are discussed from the aspect
of comparative constitutional design. The synthetic chapter offers an overview of the emerging
normative and comparative issues and provides a holistic approach of the role of the people in
constitutional change in an attempt to answer when, where and how this role may be successfully
enhanced. The work consists of material specifically written for this volume, and authored by
prominent constitutional scholars and experts in public participation and deliberative processes.
  how can the constitution be changed: Constitutional Change and Transformation in
Latin America Richard Albert, Carlos Bernal, Juliano Zaiden Benvindo, 2019-07-25 Over the past 30
years, Latin America has lived through an intense period of constitutional change. Some reforms
have been limited in their design and impact, while others have been far-reaching transformations to
basic structural features and fundamental rights. Scholars interested in the law and politics of
constitutional change in Latin America are turning increasingly to comparative methodologies to
expose the nature and scope of these changes, to uncover the motivations of political actors, to
theorise how better to execute the procedures of constitutional reform, and to assess whether there
should be any limitations on the power of constitutional amendment. In this collection, leading and
emerging voices in Latin American constitutionalism explore the complexity of the vast topography
of constitutional developments, experiments and perspectives in the region. This volume offers a
deep understanding of modern constitutional change in Latin America and evaluates its implications
for constitutionalism, democracy, human rights and the rule of law.
  how can the constitution be changed: Constitutional Change in the Contemporary Socialist



World Ngoc Son Bui, 2020-07-24 After the collapse of the Soviet bloc, there are only five socialist or
communist countries left in the world – China, Cuba, Laos, North Korea, and Vietnam – which
constitute about one-quarter of the world’s population. Yet, there is little scholarship on their
constitutions. These countries have seen varying socioeconomic changes in the decades since 1991,
which have led in turn to constitutional changes. This book will investigate, from a comparative and
interdisciplinary perspective, how and why the constitutional systems in these five countries have
changed in the last three decades. The book then breaks the constitutional changes down into four
questions: what are the substantive contents of constitutional change, what are the functions, what
are the mechanisms, and what are the driving forces? These questions form a framework to process
the changes the five countries have gone through, such as making new constitutions, amending
current ones, introducing more rights, allowing citizens to engage in changes, enacting legislation,
and defining the constitutional authority of the three state branches and their relationship with the
Communist Party. While all five countries have adapted their constitutional systems, the degree,
mechanisms, and influential factors are not identical and present considerable variations. This book
examines and explores these differences and how they developed. Constitutional Change in the
Contemporary Socialist World offers a comprehensive and holistic view of an understudied and
overlooked area of constitutional law, essential for anyone studying or working in law, politics, or
policy.
  how can the constitution be changed: The Law and Legitimacy of Imposed Constitutions
Richard Albert, Xenophon Contiades, Alkmene Fotiadou, 2018-11-01 Constitutions are often seen as
the product of the free will of a people exercising their constituent power. This, however, is not
always the case, particularly when it comes to ‘imposed constitutions’. In recent years there has
been renewed interest in the idea of imposition in constitutional design, but the literature does not
yet provide a comprehensive resource to understand the meanings, causes and consequences of an
imposed constitution. This volume examines the theoretical and practical questions emerging from
what scholars have described as an imposed constitution. A diverse group of contributors
interrogates the theory, forms and applications of imposed constitutions with the aim of refining our
understanding of this variation on constitution-making. Divided into three parts, this book first
considers the conceptualization of imposed constitutions, suggesting definitions, or corrections to
the definition, of what exactly an imposed constitution is. The contributors then go on to explore the
various ways in which constitutions are, and can be, imposed. The collection concludes by
considering imposed constitutions that are currently in place in a number of polities worldwide,
problematizing the consequences their imposition has caused. Cases are drawn from a broad range
of countries with examples at both the national and supranational level. This book addresses some of
the most important issues discussed in contemporary constitutional law: the relationship between
constituent and constituted power, the source of constitutional legitimacy, the challenge of foreign
and expert intervention and the role of comparative constitutional studies in constitution-making.
The volume will be a valuable resource for those interested in the phenomenon of imposed
constitutionalism as well as anyone interested in the current trends in the study of comparative
constitutional law.
  how can the constitution be changed: Constitutional Origins, Structure, and Change in
Federal Countries International Association of Centers for Federal Studies, Forum of Federations,
2005 Providing examples of diverse forms of federalism, including new and mature, developed and
developing, parliamentary and presidential, and common-law and civil law, the comparative studies
in this volume analyse government in Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Canada, Germany, India, Mexico,
Nigeria, Russia, South Africa, Switzerland, and the United States. Each chapter describes the
provisions of a constitution, explains the political, social, and historical factors that influenced its
creation, and explores its practical application, how it has changed, and future challenges, offering
valuable ideas and lessons for federal constitution-making and reform.Contributors include Ignatius
Ayua Akaayar (Nigeria), Raoul Blindenbacher (Switzerland), Dakas C.J. Dakas (Nigeria), Kris
Deschouwer (Belgium), Juan Marcos Gutiérrez González (Mexico), John Kincaid (USA), Rainer Knopff



(Canada), Jutta Kramer (Germany), Akhtar Majeed (India), Marat S. Salikov (Russia), Cheryl
Saunders (Australia), Anthony M. Sayers (Canada), Nicolas Schmitt (Switzerland), Celina Sousa
(Brazil), Nico Steytler (South Africa), and G. Alan Tarr (USA).The Frech edition is Forthcoming in
the Fall 2005 as Les origines, structure, et changements constitutionnels dans les pays fédéraux
  how can the constitution be changed: Parliamentary Debates , 1903
  how can the constitution be changed: The Politics of Constitutional Change in
Industrial Nations Richard Simeond, 1985-06-24 During the last two decades serious attempts to
alter basic constitutional structures have taken place in many industrial nations, even in those often
thought to have highly stable political institutions. In some cases, such as Belgium and Spain,
far-reaching constitutional changes have been put in place; in others advocates of reform have
achieved only partial victories or have been entirely frustrated. In all cases, controversy over the
constitution has been intense, involving basic conceptions of legitimacy, representation, sovereignty
and the purposes of the state. Constitutional politics often reveals much about political life of
modern societies that is obscured in day-to-day events. The results of constitutional changes can
significantly affect the distribution of power, the ability to manage conflict and the outcomes of
policy debates. This book explores the dynamics of constitutional politics through case studies of
Spain, Belgium, Canada, the United Kingdom, the United States, West Germany and Eastern Europe,
including Poland, prepared by leading students of these countries. Other chapters draw out the
more general patterns of constitutional politics, highlighting the pressures which lead to change,
and the formidable obstacles confronting them.
  how can the constitution be changed: Official Report of the Proceedings and Debates of the
Third Constitutional Convention of Ohio Ohio. Constitutional Convention, 1874
  how can the constitution be changed: Encyclopedia of Law and Society David S. Clark,
2007-07-10 Introduction to and survey of the field of law and society. Includes interdisciplinary
perspectives on law from sociology, criminology, cultural anthropology, political science, social
psychology, and economics.
  how can the constitution be changed: Revised Record of the Constitutional Convention of the
State of New York, April Sixth to September Tenth, 1915 ... New York (State). Constitutional
Convention, 1916
  how can the constitution be changed: Explanation and Arguments on the Proposed
Amendment to Section 2, Article XIV of the Constitution of the State of Illinois Illinois.
General Assembly. Special Committee on Constitutional Amendment, 1924
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