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History of Carnival Trinidad and Tobago

History of carnival Trinidad and tobago is a fascinating journey that intertwines culture,
resilience, and vibrant celebration. As one of the most iconic and colorful festivals in the Caribbean,
Trinidad and Tobago’s Carnival has deep historical roots that reflect the island’s diverse heritage
and the spirit of its people. Understanding this rich history not only enhances appreciation for the
event itself but also sheds light on the cultural evolution of this twin-island nation.

The Origins of Carnival in Trinidad and Tobago

Carnival in Trinidad and Tobago finds its beginnings in the colonial era, influenced by European
traditions brought by French settlers in the 18th century. The initial celebrations were heavily
inspired by the French pre-Lenten masquerade balls known as "Carnaval," which were exclusive to
the European elite. These grand balls were characterized by elaborate costumes, masked dances,
and festive music.

However, the story of carnival in Trinidad and Tobago became far more complex and culturally rich
when enslaved Africans and indentured laborers began to incorporate their own traditions into the
festivities. The enslaved population was initially prohibited from participating in the European-style
carnival, but over time, they began to create their own parallel celebrations, infusing African
rhythms, storytelling, and dance into the carnival experience.

The Influence of the Emancipation and African Traditions

The abolition of slavery in 1834 played a pivotal role in shaping the carnival as it is known today.
Freed Africans in Trinidad began to openly celebrate, blending African-derived music and dance
with the existing European carnival framework. This fusion gave rise to many of the elements that
define Trinidad and Tobago’s carnival: calypso music, steelpan bands, and traditional masquerade
characters.

Calypso, with its roots in African oral traditions, became a powerful form of social commentary
during carnival, allowing performers to address political and social issues through song. Steelpan,
invented in the 1930s, introduced a uniquely Trinidadian sound that would become synonymous with
the carnival experience worldwide.

Key Elements That Define the Carnival Experience

The history of carnival Trinidad and Tobago is not just about its origins but also about the evolution
of its distinctive features. Over the years, the festival has grown to include a variety of elements that
make it a dynamic and immersive cultural event.



Masquerade and Costumes

One of the most visually striking aspects of the carnival is the masquerade, where participants don
elaborate costumes that range from traditional characters like the Midnight Robber and the Jab Jab
to contemporary fantasy themes. These costumes are not only artistic expressions but also serve as a
link to historical narratives and folklore.

Calypso and Soca Music

Music is the heartbeat of carnival, and the history of carnival Trinidad and Tobago is deeply
intertwined with the development of calypso and its energetic offshoot, soca. Calypso originated as a
way for enslaved people to mock their oppressors and communicate covertly. Today, it remains a
vital part of the carnival, with calypso tents and competitions drawing large crowds.

Soca, which emerged in the 1970s, blends calypso with Indian rhythms and modern instruments,
creating an infectious sound that fuels the street parties and dances during carnival.

Steelpan and Its Cultural Significance

No discussion of the history of carnival Trinidad and Tobago is complete without mentioning the
steelpan, the only acoustic musical instrument invented in the 20th century. Originating from the
ingenuity of Trinidadian musicians who transformed discarded oil drums into melodic instruments,
the steelpan became a symbol of national pride and resilience. The annual Panorama competition
during carnival showcases the best steelpan orchestras and highlights this unique musical tradition.

The Evolution of Carnival Through the 20th Century

As Trinidad and Tobago transitioned from a colonial territory to an independent nation in 1962,
carnival evolved alongside its political and social landscape. The festival became a tool for cultural
expression and national identity, reflecting the country’s growing pride and unity.

During the 20th century, carnival expanded beyond the traditional masquerade balls to include
street parades, parties known as "fetes," and competitions that celebrate various art forms. The
incorporation of Indian and other ethnic influences also enriched the carnival, making it a truly
multicultural event.

International Recognition and Modern Developments

The global spotlight on Trinidad and Tobago’s carnival grew in the late 20th and early 21st
centuries, attracting tourists from around the world eager to experience its vibrancy firsthand. This
international attention brought economic benefits but also challenges, such as commercialization
and concerns about maintaining cultural authenticity.



In response, local organizers and cultural custodians have worked to preserve the traditional
elements of carnival while embracing innovation. Events like J'ouvert, the early morning street
party, retain their raw, grassroots energy, while costume bands and music competitions continue to
push creative boundaries.

Tips for Experiencing Carnival Like a Local

If you're planning to experience the carnival in Trinidad and Tobago, understanding its history can
enhance your participation. Here are some tips to immerse yourself fully:

e Attend J’ouvert: This pre-dawn celebration is where carnival’s historical spirit really shines,
with revelers covered in paint, mud, and powder, dancing through the streets.

e Explore Calypso Tents: Witnessing calypso performances will give you insight into the socio-
political narratives that have shaped Trinidadian society.

¢ Join a Masquerade Band: Participating in a band allows you to appreciate the craftsmanship
behind the costumes and the communal spirit of carnival.

e Listen to Steelpan Music: Attend Panorama or local steelpan performances to experience
this unique musical heritage.

The Lasting Impact of Carnival on Trinidad and
Tobago’s Culture

The history of carnival Trinidad and Tobago is more than just a timeline of events—it’s a living,
breathing testament to the island’s resilience, creativity, and diversity. Carnival continues to serve
as a platform for cultural expression, political discourse, and community bonding.

This annual celebration also plays a crucial role in tourism and the economy, drawing visitors
worldwide and showcasing the nation's rich artistic talents. Above all, carnival remains a time when
the people of Trinidad and Tobago come together to celebrate their shared history and vibrant
culture in a joyous explosion of music, dance, and color.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of Carnival in Trinidad and Tobago?

Carnival in Trinidad and Tobago originated from the French Catholic settlers in the 18th century
who brought the tradition of pre-Lenten masquerade balls, which later evolved to incorporate
African and Caribbean cultural elements.



How did emancipation influence the development of Trinidad
and Tobago's Carnival?

The emancipation of enslaved Africans in 1834 allowed freed people to participate more freely in
Carnival, infusing it with African rhythms, dances, and masquerade traditions, thus shaping its
unique cultural identity.

What role do steelpan bands play in Trinidad and Tobago's
Carnival history?

Steelpan music, developed in Trinidad in the 1930s, became a central feature of Carnival
celebrations, with steelpan bands competing in Panorama competitions, highlighting the island's
musical innovation and cultural expression.

How has the costume tradition evolved in Trinidad and
Tobago's Carnival?

Costumes have evolved from simple masquerade outfits to elaborate, colorful, and thematic
creations, reflecting social commentary, creativity, and the influence of various cultural symbols and
modern design techniques.

What is the significance of 'J'ouvert' in Trinidad and Tobago's
Carnival?

J'ouvert, meaning 'daybreak’' in French, is a pre-dawn street party that marks the start of Carnival,
characterized by revelers covered in paint, mud, or oil, symbolizing freedom and the spirit of
rebellion against colonial oppression.

How has Trinidad and Tobago's Carnival impacted tourism?

Carnival attracts thousands of tourists annually, boosting the local economy and showcasing the
islands' vibrant culture, music, dance, and artistry on an international stage.

Who are some key figures in the history of Trinidad and
Tobago's Carnival?

Notable figures include figures like Lord Kitchener and Mighty Sparrow, who popularized calypso
music, and innovators in steelpan music and costume design who have shaped the Carnival tradition.

How does Carnival in Trinidad and Tobago reflect the
country's multicultural heritage?

Carnival reflects Trinidad and Tobago's multicultural heritage by blending African, French, Spanish,
Indian, and indigenous influences in its music, dance, costumes, and rituals, creating a unique
expression of national identity.



Additional Resources
**The Rich Tapestry of the History of Carnival Trinidad and Tobago**

history of carnival trinidad and tobago is a narrative deeply intertwined with the islands’
colonial past, cultural resilience, and vibrant social expressions. This annual event, now globally
renowned for its exuberance and colorful displays, carries a legacy that reflects the fusion of
African, European, and indigenous influences. Tracing the carnival’s origins and evolution reveals
more than just a festival; it exposes layers of social dynamics, identity formation, and artistic
innovation vital to understanding Trinidad and Tobago’s cultural landscape.

Origins and Early Influences

The history of carnival Trinidad and Tobago dates back to the late 18th century, primarily influenced
by French colonial settlers who brought the tradition of pre-Lenten masquerade balls to the islands.
These elite gatherings mirrored European carnivals, featuring masked balls and elaborate costumes
among the upper classes. However, the carnival’s transformation into a people’s festival was a direct
result of the African enslaved population and their descendants adapting and reshaping the event.

Following the abolition of slavery in 1834, freed Africans began participating more openly in carnival
celebrations. They infused the festival with African-derived cultural elements such as calypso music,
drumming, and dance, turning it into a platform for social commentary and communal expression.
This period marked a significant democratization of carnival, shifting it from a European elite
pastime to a vibrant cultural phenomenon representative of the broader population.

Colonial Context and Cultural Syncretism

The colonial context is essential for understanding the carnival’s unique development. Trinidad and
Tobago’s diverse population—comprising African descendants, French Creoles, East Indian
indentured laborers, and indigenous people—created a melting pot where various traditions
converged. The carnival became a site of cultural syncretism, merging masquerade, music, and
dance from multiple origins.

For example, the calypso genre emerged as a defining feature of the carnival, rooted in African griot
traditions but influenced by European musical forms and the political realities of the time. Similarly,
the introduction of steelpan music in the 20th century added a distinctively Trinidadian sound that
would become synonymous with the festival worldwide.

The Evolution of Key Carnival Elements

The history of carnival Trinidad and Tobago cannot be discussed without examining its core
components: masquerade, music, and competitions. Each element has evolved significantly while
maintaining a connection to its historical roots.



Masquerade and Costume

Masquerade is central to carnival, offering participants a chance to embody characters, social roles,
or abstract concepts. Early masquerade costumes were influenced by European themes such as
Pierrot and Harlequin. Over time, however, costumes began reflecting Afro-Caribbean mythology,
political satire, and everyday life.

The introduction of “mas’ bands” or masquerade troupes in the 19th and 20th centuries
professionalized costume design and choreography. Today, these bands compete for prizes and
prestige, showcasing elaborate themes that can take months to conceptualize and produce. This
evolution highlights the carnival’s role as a dynamic space for artistic innovation and cultural
storytelling.

Calypso and Soca: The Soundtrack of Carnival

Calypso music emerged as the carnival’s voice for social critique and storytelling. Originating in the
early 20th century, calypso songs often addressed political issues, social injustices, and everyday life
with wit and lyricism. Pioneering calypsonians like The Mighty Sparrow and Lord Kitchener elevated
the genre’s status, turning carnival into a platform for cultural and political expression.

In the 1970s, soca music—a fusion of soul and calypso—redefined carnival’s soundscape. Soca’s
faster tempo and dance-oriented beats appealed to younger generations and international audiences,
ensuring the festival’s continued popularity and commercial success.

Steelpan: The National Instrument

Steelpan, invented in Trinidad and Tobago in the 1930s and 1940s, represents one of the most
significant cultural contributions to the history of carnival Trinidad and Tobago. Created from
repurposed oil drums, steelpan ensembles, or “steelbands,” became integral to carnival celebrations.

The steelpan’s development was initially met with resistance from colonial authorities but eventually
gained acceptance and pride as a symbol of national identity. Today, steelpan competitions, such as
Panorama, are among the festival’s highlights, drawing participants and spectators from around the
world.

Social and Political Dimensions

Carnival in Trinidad and Tobago has long served as more than entertainment; it is a vehicle for
social and political discourse. Throughout its history, calypso lyrics and masquerade performances
have critiqued colonial rule, economic disparities, and societal norms.

During the colonial era, carnival offered a rare space for the oppressed to express dissent under the
guise of festivity. In post-independence Trinidad and Tobago, carnival continues to reflect and
influence national identity, political debates, and community cohesion. This dual role as both



celebration and commentary underscores the festival’s complexity within the islands’ socio-political
fabric.

Globalization and Commercialization

In recent decades, the history of carnival Trinidad and Tobago has intersected with globalization
trends. The festival’s growing international fame has brought economic benefits through tourism
and media exposure. However, commercialization has also sparked debates about authenticity and
cultural preservation.

Critics argue that the increasing focus on spectacle and profit risks diluting the carnival’s historical
significance and grassroots origins. Conversely, proponents highlight the opportunities for cultural
exchange, economic development, and innovation. This tension reflects broader challenges faced by
traditional festivals adapting to modern pressures.

Contemporary Carnival: Tradition Meets Innovation

Today’s carnival maintains a delicate balance between honoring tradition and embracing new
influences. The event spans several days, featuring road marches, costume competitions, calypso
tents, and steelband performances. It attracts locals and visitors alike, serving as both a cultural
touchstone and a major economic driver for the islands.

Efforts to preserve the history of carnival Trinidad and Tobago include educational programs,
archiving of historical materials, and support for traditional masquerade practices. Simultaneously,
contemporary artists and organizers experiment with digital technologies, fusion genres, and diverse
thematic expressions, ensuring the festival remains relevant and vibrant.

¢ Preservation Initiatives: Museums, cultural foundations, and government agencies
collaborate to document carnival’s heritage.

e Modern Innovations: Integration of electronic music, multimedia presentations, and global
collaborations.

e Community Engagement: Grassroots participation remains vital, with local bands and artists
playing key roles.

The history of carnival Trinidad and Tobago thus encapsulates a dynamic interplay between
continuity and change, reflecting the islands’ evolving identity and cultural vitality. As the festival
continues to grow and adapt, it remains a powerful testament to the resilience and creativity of its
people.



History Of Carnival Trinidad And Tobago

history of carnival trinidad and tobago: Historical Dictionary of Trinidad and Tobago Rita
Pemberton, Debbie McCollin, Gelien Matthews, Michael Toussaint, 2018-03-19 As separate entities
and later a unified state, the Caribbean islands of Trinidad and Tobago boast very unique histories.
Initially claimed by the Spanish in 1498, these territories were affected by the imperialist thrusts of
various European nations including the French, British and Dutch. The mercantilist infiltrations of
these groups, particularly in the 18th century, led to the islands’ belated development as sugar
producers and, particularly Trinidad, as a cradle of migration. World War II and the development of
the oil and tourism industries in the 20th century transformed the economies, culture and society of
these islands. The country has been one of the most important in the region in relation to economic
and political leadership and as a centre of cultural development. Historical Dictionary of Trinidad
and Tobago contains a chronology, an introduction, appendixes, and an extensive bibliography. The
dictionary section has over 500 cross-referenced entries on important personalities, politics,
economy, foreign relations, religion, and culture. This book is an excellent resource for students,
researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about Trinidad and Tobago.

history of carnival trinidad and tobago: Trinidad and Tobago Adventure Guide Kathleen
O'Donnell, S. Pefkaros, 2000 Although definitely a part of the Caribbean, these two islands are
unique, refusing to conform with the stock Caribbean image created by glossy brochures and travel
agencies. They are both generous and Caribbean-spirited, but quite capable of going their own way.
This Adventure Guide takes you across the nation from mountains and hills to grasslands, savannahs
and palm-lined beaches, offering the intrepid traveler a ticket to explore. Birdwatchers are drawn by
the chance to see the beautiful scarlet ibis. Night-time excursions allow visitors to watch the
miraculous egg-laying practices of the leatherback turtle. And caiman smaller versions of the South's
alligators are a common sight. And then there's Carnival, which offers wild dances, fantastical
costumes and frenzied revellers. Whatever your reason to visit T&T, you have the right guide in
hand. Accommodations, restaurants, travel tips, sights, museums, excursions it's all here. A special
section is dedicated to the nation's booming yachting industry, with details on marinas, facilities and
services. I wish I'd had this book the first time I visited Trinidad and Tobago. The book fully
describes the culture of these island people and this knowledge would make a trip to these
wonderful islands even more enjoyable. I also believe it's a good choice for readers who can't make
the trip but still want to taste the culture. -- Amazon customer I've been to TNT once for two weeks
and am returning again in a few months. I bought the book to refresh my memory and, more
importantly, get me excited about my return trip. It's a great read, and as the back cover suggests, it
really is written for the traveler who wants to experience more than just sunbathing. However, once
you've been to Trindad and Tobago, you discover that they are not your generic Caribbean islands.
Visiting Trindad and Tobago is more of a cultural vacation than an island getaway. Once you step
foot off the plane at Piarco airport, you'll never want to leave, or you'll want to go back once every
year. The two islands are full of charisma, and O'Donnell and Pefkaros do a good job of capturing
this spirit in the book. You really cannot be intimidated by the cultures of TNT. From the street
vendor corn soup, to crab and dumplings, down de islands, Maracas, Pigeon Point, Speyside, fried
flying fish, Caribs, lorries, maxis, wining, Trinidad's great bar/club scene, the Northern Range, etc. -
this book virtually covers all Trinidad and Tobago vacation opportunities and experiences. -- Amazon
customer An excellent take-long tote, as is the more adventurous Trinidad & Tobago, 2nd Edition by
Kathleen O'Donnell and Stassi Pefkaros, which updates information on adventure travel with special
focus on the wildlife and culture of the islands. -- Midwest Book Review

history of carnival trinidad and tobago: Encyclopedia of Easter Celebrations Worldwide
William D. Crump, 2021-03-08 At Eastertime, the most important holiday in the Christian world,
religious processions in many Latin American countries pass over ornate street carpets fashioned
from colored sawdust, flowers and fruit. Children in Finland and Sweden dress as Easter witches. In
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the Caribbean, those who swim on Good Friday risk bad luck. In the Philippines, some penitents
volunteer to be crucified. In some European countries, Easter Monday is the day for dousing women
with water. With 240 entries, this book explores these and scores of other unusual and sometimes
bizarre international Holy Week customs, both sacred and secular, from pilgrimages to Jerusalem to
classic seasonal films and television specials.

history of carnival trinidad and tobago: A History of Creole Trinidad, 1956-2010
Raymond Ramcharitar, 2021-08-06 This book offers a history of post-Independence Trinidad and
Tobago. It explores how culture and politics have operated in tandem to shape the society. Drawing
on a wide range of sources, including literature, government reports, official statistics, the press and
the Carnival, it critically analyses the popular conception of creolization as the driving force in
modern Trinidad and Tobago. Ultimately, the book examines the way in which Trinidad and Tobago's
unique ethnic and political ecosystems contribute to its national character.

history of carnival trinidad and tobago: The Rough Guide to Trinidad and Tobago
Dominique De-Light, Polly Thomas, 2001 A handbook to the diverse Caribbean nation that comprises
the small is land of Tobago and its more rural and much larger neighbour, Trinidad. Features
include: critical listings of the best places to stay and eat; practical tips on how to explore; and
coverage of the islands' cultural life, including Trinidad's world-famous carnival, traditional Indian
festivals, indigenous music and local folklore. The guide also provides tips on birdwatching and
exploring forested peaks and mangrove flats, as well as diving and snorkelling.

history of carnival trinidad and tobago: The Cambridge Guide to African and Caribbean
Theatre Martin Banham, Errol Hill, George Woodyard, 1994-08-04 Comprehensive alphabetical
guide to theatre in Africa and the Caribbean: national essays and entries on countries and
performers.

history of carnival trinidad and tobago: Ideology, Regionalism, and Society in Caribbean
History Shane ]. Pantin, Jerome Teelucksingh, 2017-09-19 This volume collects new angles and
perspectives on issues shaping the development of the Caribbean. Bringing together essays on
regional integration, identity, and culture and focusing on foundational personalities and institutions
in the region, this book opens up new lines of inquiry on twentieth-century Caribbean history. Essays
examine popular perspectives of the West Indies Federation; the intersections of ideology and
governance through key figures such as C. L. R. James and Rawson William Rawson; the
socioeconomic context of Caribbean foodways; and Carnival as a tool of cultural diplomacy.
Integration is a critical theme throughout. Pointing to the region’s rich cultural and historical
heritage, this book explores how Caribbean unification may provide a way forward for this
patchwork of island territories facing the challenges of the twenty-first century.

history of carnival trinidad and tobago: Africans and the Politics of Popular Culture Toyin
Falola, Augustine Agwuele, 2009 Explores the instrumentalization of various aspects of popular
culture in Africa. This anthology provides insightful data on and discussions of a wide array of
popular cultural manifestations and theoretical perspectives, covering such issues as kinship,
religion, conflict resolution, music, cinema, drama, andliterary texts. The issues cohere around the
understanding that culture is situational and political. Going beyond merely challenging popular
stereotypes and representations of Africans and African-related practices in various outlets, the book
reveals how popular cultural practices are instruments that have been manipulated for personal and
collective survival. The book is distinctive in its codification and explication of aspects of popular
practices that are based on data from countries in Africa, Europe, and the Americas that showcase
cultural negotiations either with reference to how notions, values, norms, and images of Africans
have been packaged and exploited over theyears or how popular cultures are used as tools of
resistance and agitation by the various focal groups that are discussed. The topics are presented and
illustrated in ways easily accessible to readers of all backgrounds. Toyin Falola is the Jacob and
Frances Sanger Mossiker Chair in the Humanities and University Distinguished Teaching Professor
at the University of Texas at Austin. Augustine Agwuele is an Assistant Professor of Linguistics in the
Department of Anthropology, Texas State University, San Marcos. Contributors: Arinpe Adejumo,



Augustine Agwuele, Antoinette Tidjani Alou, Maurice N. Amutabi, Tokunbo A. Ayoola, Nicholas M.
Creary, Toyin Falola, Celeste A. Fisher, Denise Amy-Rose Forbes-Erickson, Hetty ter Haar, Debra L.
Klein, Emmanuel M. Mbah, Sarah Steinbock-Pratt, and Asonzeh Ukah

history of carnival trinidad and tobago: The Routledge Companion to Popular Music and
Humor Thomas M. Kitts, Nick Baxter-Moore, 2019-04-25 An essential part of human expression,
humor plays a role in all forms of art, and humorous and comedic aspects have always been part of
popular music. For the first time, The Routledge Companion to Popular Music and Humor draws
together scholarship exploring how the element of humor interacts with the artistic and social
aspects of the musical experience. Discussing humor in popular music across eras from Tin Pan Alley
to the present, and examining the role of humor in different musical genres, case studies of artists,
and media forms, this volume is a groundbreaking collection that provides a go-to reference for
scholars in music, popular culture, and media studies. While most scholars, when considering
humor’s place in popular music, tend to focus on more literate forms, the contributors in this
collection seek to fill in the gaps by surveying all kinds of humor, critical theories, and popular
musics. Across eight parts, the essays in this collection explore topics both highbrow and low,
including: Parody and satire Humor in rock and global music Gender, sexuality, and politics The
music mockumentary Novelty songs Humor has long been a fixture of the popular music
soundscape, whether on stage, in performance, on record, or on film. The Routledge Companion to
Popular Music and Humor covers it all, presenting itself as the most comprehensive treatment of the
topic to date.

history of carnival trinidad and tobago: General History of the Caribbean UNESCO Volume 6
NA NA, 2019-06-12 Volume6 looks at the ways historians have written the history of the region
depending upon their methods of interpretation and differing styles of communicating their findings.
The authors examine how the lingual diversity of the region has affected the historian's ability to
coalesce an historical account. The second half of the volume describes the writing of history in the
individual territories, taking into account changes in society, economy and political structure. This
volume concludes with a detailed bibliography that is comprehensive of the entire series.

history of carnival trinidad and tobago: Readings in Caribbean History and Culture D.A.
Dunkley, 2011-12-08 This collection of eleven essays is designed to highlight some important new
voices who have been doing research on the general subject areas of the history and culture of the
Caribbean. The essays in this volume also address a number of themes which are critical to
developing an understanding of current scholarly work on the two broad subject areas. Among the
themes examined are colonialism, slavery, and the involvement of the Christian Church in both
colonial rule and enslavement. The essays also analyze the pre-independence and post-independence
periods of the twentieth century, with examinations on topics that include prostitution,
departmentalization, education, visual art, and the musical form known as Reggae. The purpose of
this book is to stimulate discussion around these important topics based on the perspectives of a
number of new scholars. The book is also designed as a teaching device, principally for courses
focusing on Caribbean society, whether in the past or the present.

history of carnival trinidad and tobago: The Rough Guide to Trinidad and Tobago
(Travel Guide eBook) Polly Thomas, Rough Guides, 2018-08-04 Discover these fascinating twin
islands with the most incisive and entertaining guidebook on the market. Whether you plan to join a
mas band at Port of Spain's Carnival, dive Tobago's coral reefs or enjoy the pristine beaches, The
Rough Guide to Trinidad & Tobago will show you the ideal places to sleep, eat, drink, shop and visit
along the way. - Independent, trusted reviews written with Rough Guides' trademark blend of
humour, honesty and insight, to help you get the most out of your visit, with options to suit every
budget. - Full-colour chapter maps throughout - to explore the colonial-era streets of downtown Port
of Spain or navigate the bars, restaurants and guesthouses of Tobago's Crown Point without needing
to get online. - Stunning images - a rich collection of inspiring colour photography. - Things not to
miss - Rough Guides' rundown of thebest sights and experiences in Trinidad & Tobago. - Itineraries -
carefully planned routes to help you organize your trip. - Detailed coverage - this travel guide has



in-depth practical advice for every step of the way. Areas covered include: In Trinidad: Port of Spain,
Chaguaramas and the Bocas islands, North coast beaches and villages, Brasso Seco, Toco,Grande
Riviere, Manzanilla/Mayaro, San Fernando, Icacos. In Tobago: Crown Point, Mount Irvine,
Scarborough, Castara, Windward Coast, Speyside, Charlotteville. Attractions include: In Trinidad:
Carapichaima; the North Coast Road; the Northern Range; Asa Wright Nature Centre; Yerette and
Mount St Benedict; Nariva Swamp; Pitch Lake; Tobago: Store Bay beach; Pigeon Point; Bon Accord
lagoon; The windward and leewards coasts; Forest Reserve; Little Tobago Basics - essential
pre-departure practical information including getting there, local transport, accommodation, food
and drink, festivals and public holidays, outdoor activities, sports, culture and etiquette, crime and
personal safety, shopping and more. Background information- a Contexts chapter devoted to history,
Carnival, music, ecology and wildlife and recommended books, plus a section on Creole English.
Make the Most of Your Time on Earth with The Rough Guide to Trinidad & Tobago About Rough
Guides : Escape the every day with Rough Guides. We are aleading travel publisher known for our
tell it like it is attitude, up-to-date content and great writing. Since 1982, we've published books
covering more than 120 destinations around the globe, with an ever-growing series of ebooks, a
range of beautiful, inspirational reference titles, and an award-winning website. We pride ourselves
on our accurate, honest and informed travel guides.

history of carnival trinidad and tobago: General History of the Caribbean Higman, B.W.,
UNESCO, 1905-06-21 This volume looks at the ways historians have written the history of the
region, depending upon their methods of interpretation and differing styles of communicating their
findings. The chapters discussing methodology are followed by studies of particular themes of
historiography. The second half of the volume describes the writing of history in the individual
territories, taking into account changes in society, economy and political structure. The final section
is a full and detailed bibliography serving not only as a guide to the volume but also as an invaluable
reference for the General History of the Caribbcan as a whole.

history of carnival trinidad and tobago: Dictionary of the English/Creole of Trinidad &
Tobago Lise Winer, 2009-01-16 Using the historical principles of the Oxford English Dictionary, Lise
Winer presents the first scholarly dictionary of this unique language. The dictionary comprises over
12,200 entries, including over 4500 for flora and fauna alone, with numerous cross-references.
Entries include definitions, alternative spellings, pronunciations, etymologies, grammatical
information, and illustrative citations of usage. Winer draws from a wide range of sources -
newspapers, literature, scientific reports, sound recordings of songs and interviews, spoken
language - to provide a wealth and depth of language, clearly situated within a historical, cultural,
and social context.

history of carnival trinidad and tobago: Girmitiyas and the Global Indian Diaspora Ashutosh
Kumar, Crispin Bates, 2024-07-04 Examines the challenges faced by migrant Indian labourers who
settled in the former European plantation colonies and their struggles to adapt and forge an identity
in these places far from their homes.

history of carnival trinidad and tobago: Diasporic Identity Anton Allahar, 2002-03-01 This
special issue begins with an analysis of the pros and cons of freedom of the human condition
achieved by West Indians' ability to have multiple identifications--to play the field, yet sustain a
strong personal, participatory national identity. Next the ties that bind Africans together are
discussed, such as common blood lines, common ethno-cultural experience, common collective
memory, and common African origins. The third article explores the complex relationships among
diasporic identity home, and marginality in the context of Rastafari philosophy and practice,
followed by an article that views the formation of the uniquely Afro-Jamaican identity of Colén Man
through oppositional narratives in Michael Thelwell's The Harder They Come. The issue concludes
with a discussion of the geopolitics of identity through the popular literature, censorship, and the
Spanish Media.

history of carnival trinidad and tobago: Public Performances Jack Santino, 2017-12-15
Public Performances offers a deep and wide-ranging exploration of relationships among genres of



public performance and of the underlying political motivations they share. Illustrating the
connections among three themes—the political, the carnivalesque, and the ritualesque—this volume
provides rich and comprehensive insight into public performance as an assertion of political power.
Contributors consider how public genres of performance express not only celebration but also
dissent, grief, and remembrance; examine the permeability of the boundaries between genres; and
analyze the approval or regulation of such events by municipalities and other institutions. Where the
particular use of public space is not sanctioned or where that use meets with hostility from
institutions or represents a critique of them, performers are effectively reclaiming public space to
make public statements on their own terms—an act of popular sovereignty. Through these concepts,
Public Performances distinguishes the sometimes overlapping dimensions of public symbolic display.
Carnival, and thus the carnivalesque, is understood to possess tacit social permission for
unconventional or even deviant performance, on the grounds that normal social order will resume
when the performance concludes. Ritual, and the ritualesque, leverages a deeper symbolic
sensibility, one believed—or at least intended—by the participants to effect transformative,
longer-term change. Contributors: Roger D. Abrahams, John Borgonovo, Laurent Sébastien Fournier,
Lisa Gilman, Barbara Graham, David Harnish, Samuel Kinser, Scott Magelssen, Elena Martinez,
Pamela Moro, Beverly J. Stoeltje, Daniel Wojcik, Dorothy L. Zinn

history of carnival trinidad and tobago: Religion, Diaspora and Cultural Identity John W.
Pulis, 1999 This text is a much-needed and long overdue addition to Caribbean studies and the
exploration of ideas, beliefs, and religious practices of Caribbean folk in diaspora and at home.

history of carnival trinidad and tobago: Encyclopedia of Percussion John H. Beck,
2013-11-26 The Encyclopedia of Percussion is an extensive guide to percussion instruments,
organized for research as well as general knowledge. Focusing on idiophones and membranophones,
it covers in detail both Western and non-Western percussive instruments. These include not only
instruments whose usual sound is produced percussively (like snare drums and triangles), but those
whose usual sound is produced concussively (like castanets and claves) or by friction (like the cuica
and the lion’s roar). The expertise of contributors have been used to produce a wide-ranging list of
percussion topics. The volume includes: (1) an alphabetical listing of percussion instruments and
terms from around the world; (2) an extensive section of illustrations of percussion instruments; (3)
thirty-five articles covering topics from Basel drumming to the xylophone; (4) a list of percussion
symbols; (5) a table of percussion instruments and terms in English, French, German, and Italian;
and (6) an updated section of published writings on methods for percussion.

history of carnival trinidad and tobago: Encyclopedia of Post-Colonial Literatures in English
Eugene Benson, 2004-11-30 ... Documents the history and development of [Post-colonial literatures
in English, together with English and American literature] and includes original research relating to
the literatures of some 50 countries and territories. In more than 1,600 entries written by more than
600 internationally recognized scholars, it explores the effect of the colonial and post-colonial
experience on literatures in English worldwide.
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