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Examples of Clichés in Literature: Understanding and Recognizing Overused Tropes

Examples of cliches in literature often serve as a double-edged sword. On one hand, they can provide

readers with familiar touchpoints that make stories accessible and relatable. On the other, when

overused or employed without creativity, clichés can render narratives predictable and uninspired. If

you’ve ever read a novel and thought, “I’ve seen this before,” chances are you’ve stumbled upon one

or more literary clichés. But what exactly defines a cliché in literature, and how can recognizing them

enhance your appreciation or craft of storytelling? Let’s dive in.

What Are Clichés in Literature?

Clichés are phrases, plot devices, character types, or narrative elements that have become overly

familiar through repeated use. In literature, clichés might appear as stereotypical characters,

predictable plot twists, or hackneyed expressions. They often originate from once-fresh ideas that have

been recycled so frequently they lose their original impact. While clichés aren’t inherently bad, their

overuse can lead to dull storytelling that fails to engage readers.

Why Do Writers Use Clichés?

Writers sometimes lean on clichés because they are easily recognizable and quickly communicate a

concept or emotion. For example, describing a villain as having a “dark and stormy night” background

immediately sets a gloomy tone without needing elaborate explanation. However, relying too heavily on

clichés can stifle originality and weaken the narrative’s uniqueness.



Common Examples of Clichés in Literature

Let’s explore some popular examples of clichés in literature across different categories, including

characters, plots, and settings.

1. The "Damsel in Distress"

One of the most enduring clichés is the helpless female character who relies on a male hero for

rescue. This trope appears in countless fairy tales and romance novels, where the woman is portrayed

as vulnerable and passive, waiting to be saved.

While it can be effective in certain contexts, modern literature often challenges this cliché by crafting

independent, resourceful female protagonists who drive the story forward themselves.

2. The Chosen One

The “chosen one” trope features a protagonist destined for greatness, often unaware of their special

status at the story’s outset. From Harry Potter to Frodo Baggins, this cliché provides a clear narrative

arc but has become so common that it can feel predictable if not handled with nuance.

Writers can subvert this trope by questioning the idea of destiny or by introducing characters who

reject their supposed fate.

3. Love Triangles

Love triangles are a staple in romance and young adult fiction, involving two characters vying for the

affection of a third. While they can introduce tension and conflict, overuse has made this cliché feel



tired and sometimes frustrating for readers.

Fresh takes might involve more complex relationships or avoid the binary choice altogether, reflecting

modern understandings of love and attraction.

4. The Evil Villain with No Motivation

A villain who is evil simply for the sake of being evil is a common cliché. Without a compelling

backstory or rationale, such antagonists can seem one-dimensional.

Contemporary literature often gives villains rich motivations, exploring their psychology and sometimes

even eliciting sympathy from readers.

5. The "It Was All a Dream" Twist

Ending a story by revealing it was all a dream can feel like a cop-out, invalidating the plot and

character development. This plot twist is widely regarded as a cliché because it can undermine reader

investment.

Writers are encouraged to use this device sparingly and thoughtfully if at all.

How to Identify and Avoid Clichés in Writing

Recognizing clichés is the first step toward creating original and compelling literature. Here are some

tips for spotting and steering clear of overused tropes.



Pay Attention to Familiar Phrases and Ideas

If a phrase or idea feels overly familiar or predictable, it might be a cliché. Reading widely and critically

can help you develop an instinct for what’s been done too often.

Put a Unique Spin on Common Tropes

Instead of avoiding clichés entirely, consider how you can subvert or reinvent them. For instance, what

if the “damsel in distress” is actually the mastermind behind the rescue? Or the “chosen one” actively

rejects their destiny?

Focus on Character Depth and Motivation

Well-rounded characters with clear motivations make clichés less glaring. Even familiar plot devices

can feel fresh when characters behave in unexpected, believable ways.

Use Specific Details to Avoid Generic Descriptions

Instead of relying on vague or stereotypical descriptions, incorporate unique details that bring scenes

and characters to life. This reduces the chance of inadvertently slipping into cliché territory.

The Role of Clichés in Reader Expectations

While clichés can be a pitfall, they also serve a purpose by setting reader expectations and providing

narrative shortcuts. For example, a “wise old mentor” character instantly signals guidance and wisdom



without needing lengthy exposition.

Understanding clichés enables readers and writers alike to appreciate when they are used effectively

or when they detract from the story’s originality.

Balancing Familiarity and Innovation

A successful story often balances familiar elements with fresh perspectives. Clichés can anchor

readers in recognizable territory, while innovative twists keep them engaged and surprised.

Examples of Clichés in Famous Literary Works

Even celebrated literature contains clichés, but often these are elevated through exceptional writing or

intentional subversion.

“Romeo and Juliet” and the Star-Crossed Lovers

Shakespeare’s iconic tragedy popularized the “star-crossed lovers” cliché — two young people

doomed by fate and family conflict. While this trope is widely used, Shakespeare’s poetic language

and deep characterizations elevate it beyond a mere cliché.

“The Lord of the Rings” and the Quest Narrative

The epic quest is a classic storytelling structure involving a hero’s journey to achieve a crucial goal.

Tolkien’s work exemplifies this but adds rich world-building and moral complexity, which enrich the

trope.



Detective Stories and the “Hard-Boiled” Detective

Many detective novels feature the tough, cynical private eye who operates outside the law but has a

strong personal code. While this character type is a cliché, authors like Raymond Chandler and

Dashiell Hammett infused their protagonists with depth and nuance.

Why Clichés Persist in Literature

Clichés continue to appear because they resonate with human experiences and emotions. Certain

themes like love, heroism, conflict, and redemption are universal, and clichés often distill these into

easily digestible forms.

Moreover, market demands and genre conventions sometimes encourage reliance on familiar tropes to

meet audience expectations. The challenge for writers is to honor these traditions while pushing

creative boundaries.

The Influence of Genre on Cliché Usage

Genres such as romance, fantasy, and mystery have well-established conventions that can border on

clichés. Readers often seek comfort in these familiar patterns but also crave novelty.

For example, romance readers might expect a happy ending but appreciate unique character

dynamics, whereas fantasy fans might enjoy innovative magic systems alongside classic quest

elements.



Final Thoughts on Engaging with Literary Clichés

Exploring examples of clichés in literature reveals much about storytelling’s evolving nature. While

clichés can sometimes hinder originality, they also offer valuable frameworks that connect readers and

writers across cultures and eras.

By recognizing clichés and understanding their functions, readers become more discerning, and writers

gain tools to craft stories that respect tradition while offering fresh perspectives. Whether you’re diving

into a novel or penning your own, being aware of clichés enriches the literary experience and sparks

creativity in unexpected ways.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are some common examples of clichés in literature?

Common clichés in literature include phrases like 'time will tell,' 'love at first sight,' 'the calm before the

storm,' and character archetypes such as the 'damsel in distress' or the 'hero's journey.'

Why are clichés often used in literature?

Clichés are often used because they are familiar and easily understood by readers, helping to quickly

convey ideas or emotions. However, overuse can make writing predictable and unoriginal.

Can you give examples of cliché phrases used in literary writing?

Examples of cliché phrases include 'the last straw,' 'easier said than done,' 'a blessing in disguise,' and

'read between the lines.' These are frequently repeated expressions that can become tiresome if

overused.



What are some cliché character types found in literature?

Cliché character types include the 'mad scientist,' the 'tragic hero,' the 'evil stepmother,' and the 'wise

old mentor.' These archetypes are often predictable and lack originality when not given unique traits.

How do clichés affect the quality of literary works?

Clichés can make literary works seem unoriginal and uninspired, reducing the impact of the story or

message. However, when used intentionally or subverted, they can provide familiarity or irony.

Are there examples of clichés that have become classic literary

devices?

Yes, some clichés have become classic literary devices, such as the 'hero's journey' or the 'star-

crossed lovers' trope, which, despite their frequent use, continue to resonate due to their universal

themes.

How can writers avoid clichés in their writing?

Writers can avoid clichés by striving for originality, using fresh metaphors, developing unique

characters, and focusing on specific, concrete details rather than generic expressions.

Do clichés differ across literary genres?

Yes, clichés differ across genres. For example, in romance, clichés like 'love triangle' or

'misunderstood love' are common, while in mystery, 'the locked room mystery' or 'the detective with a

troubled past' are typical clichés.

Can clichés ever be used effectively in literature?

Clichés can be used effectively when employed deliberately for humor, satire, or to subvert reader

expectations. Skilled writers often twist clichés to create new meaning or highlight themes.



Additional Resources

Examples of Cliches in Literature: An Analytical Exploration

Examples of cliches in literature permeate storytelling across genres and periods, shaping narratives in

ways both subtle and overt. While often dismissed as lazy writing or unoriginal phrasing, clichés serve

a complex role in literary tradition. They reflect cultural archetypes, shared human experiences, and

the evolution of language. Exploring these recurrent motifs and expressions aids in understanding their

impact on storytelling, reader engagement, and literary critique.

Understanding Cliches in Literary Context

Clichés, by definition, are phrases, ideas, or elements that have become overused to the point of

losing originality or novelty. In literature, clichés manifest not only as tired expressions but also as

predictable plot devices, stereotypical characters, and conventional themes. Their presence raises

questions about creativity, reader expectations, and the balance between familiarity and innovation.

From Shakespeare’s time to contemporary fiction, clichés have been part of the writer’s toolkit,

sometimes intentionally employed for effect, other times slipping into the text unintentionally. Analyzing

examples of clichés in literature reveals patterns that offer insight into narrative structures and cultural

norms.

Common Examples of Cliches in Literature

Several clichés recur frequently across literary works, often serving as shorthand for complex ideas or

emotions. Here are some notable examples:

The Damsel in Distress: A female character who is helpless and in need of rescue by a male



protagonist. This trope has been widely criticized for perpetuating gender stereotypes.

The Chosen One: A protagonist destined to save the world or fulfill a great prophecy, common in

fantasy and adventure genres.

Love at First Sight: Instantaneous romantic attraction that bypasses character development or

realistic relationship progression.

Good vs. Evil: A clear dichotomy where heroes are purely virtuous and villains wholly malevolent,

often simplifying complex moral landscapes.

The Last-Minute Save: A climactic rescue or reversal of fortune occurring just in time to avert

disaster.

These examples illustrate how clichés can streamline narrative development but also risk undermining

originality.

The Role of Clichés in Character Development

In literature, character clichés often serve as easy markers for readers to quickly identify roles and

motivations. The "wise old mentor," the "rebellious teenager," or the "evil stepmother" are archetypes

that help establish expectations. However, reliance on such clichés can flatten character complexity

and reduce emotional engagement.

Writers who skillfully subvert these clichés—by adding depth, contradictions, or unique traits—often

produce more compelling characters. For example, J.K. Rowling’s portrayal of Severus Snape in the

Harry Potter series initially aligns with the "antagonistic teacher" trope but evolves into a deeply

nuanced figure, defying simplistic categorizations.



Impact of Cliches on Plot and Theme

Clichés influence not only characters but also plot progression and thematic expression. Predictable

plot devices, such as the "quest narrative" or "rags to riches" story, can provide familiar frameworks

that appeal to readers’ expectations. However, overreliance on these structures without innovation may

result in formulaic storytelling.

Themes expressed through clichés, like "true love conquers all" or "crime doesn’t pay," encapsulate

universal values but risk redundancy if not presented with fresh perspectives. Literature that challenges

or reinterprets these themes often resonates more deeply with contemporary audiences.

Balancing Familiarity and Originality

One reason clichés persist in literature is their ability to create immediate recognition and emotional

resonance. They act as narrative shortcuts that allow authors to focus on other creative aspects. Yet,

the challenge lies in balancing this familiarity with originality to maintain reader interest.

Emerging writers are frequently advised to avoid clichés, yet experienced authors recognize their utility

when used judiciously. The key lies in either reinventing clichés or employing them with self-awareness

to enrich the narrative rather than detract from it.

Comparative Perspectives: Cliches Across Genres

Clichés manifest differently depending on the literary genre, influenced by reader expectations and

genre conventions.



Romance Literature

Romance novels often employ clichés such as "the love triangle," "the brooding hero," or "the

misunderstanding that keeps lovers apart." While these tropes can appeal to genre enthusiasts,

excessive use without innovation may lead to predictability and reader fatigue.

Science Fiction and Fantasy

Genres like science fiction and fantasy are notorious for clichés such as "the chosen one," "ancient

prophecy," or "dystopian government." The challenge for authors lies in reimagining these elements to

avoid cliché traps, as seen in works by authors like Ursula K. Le Guin, who subverted genre

expectations.

Mystery and Thriller

In mystery writing, clichés include "the amateur detective," "the red herring," or "the locked room

mystery." These devices can enhance suspense but require careful handling to avoid telegraphing

outcomes.

Pros and Cons of Using Cliches in Literature

Pros:

Facilitates quick character and plot understanding

Creates a shared cultural language between writer and reader



Can be used ironically or subverted for creative effect

Cons:

May lead to predictability and reader disengagement

Can perpetuate stereotypes and limit character depth

Risk of undermining the originality and impact of a narrative

Understanding these advantages and drawbacks is essential for writers aiming to craft compelling and

memorable literature.

The Evolution of Cliches: From Derision to Reinvention

Contemporary literature often revisits clichés with a critical eye, transforming them to reflect modern

sensibilities. For instance, the "damsel in distress" trope is frequently inverted to portray empowered

female protagonists who rescue themselves or others. Similarly, the "chosen one" motif is sometimes

deconstructed to question fate and agency.

This evolution demonstrates literature’s dynamic nature and its capacity to engage with clichés not

simply as flaws but as cultural artifacts ripe for reinterpretation.

The examination of examples of clichés in literature thus reveals a multifaceted phenomenon: clichés

can constrain or enrich storytelling depending on their deployment. Rather than outright rejection, a



nuanced approach to clichés—acknowledging their historical roots and potential for innovation—enables

literature to remain vibrant and relevant.

Examples Of Cliches In Literature

  examples of cliches in literature: The Elusive Puzzle: Unveiling the Secrets of Clichés
Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-12 In the realm of language, there exists a curious phenomenon that
captivates and confounds in equal measure: clichés. These ubiquitous expressions, like well-worn
paths, guide us through the labyrinth of communication, offering a shared understanding and a
sense of familiarity. Yet, clichés can also be a double-edged sword, capable of both enhancing and
hindering our ability to express ourselves. This book delves into the fascinating world of clichés,
exploring their nature, their impact on language and communication, and their role in society. With
a keen eye for detail and a knack for storytelling, the author takes us on a journey through the
history, psychology, and cultural significance of clichés. Through a series of engaging chapters, we
uncover the benefits and drawbacks of using clichés. We learn how they can add humor, evoke
shared memories, and provide a convenient way to express complex ideas. However, we also
discover how overuse of clichés can lead to stale, unoriginal language that lacks depth and
authenticity. The author provides practical strategies for avoiding clichés when appropriate and
harnessing their power when necessary. With wit and wisdom, they offer insights into the art of
using clichés effectively, ensuring that they enhance our communication rather than hinder it. From
literature and film to politics and advertising, this book analyzes the use of clichés in various
contexts. Through a wealth of examples, both good and bad, we gain a deeper understanding of the
nuances of language and the impact of clichés on our perception of the world. Whether you are a
writer, a speaker, or simply someone who is interested in the intricacies of language, this book is an
essential guide to the elusive puzzle that is clichés. It is a thought-provoking exploration that will
change the way you think about language and communication. With its comprehensive analysis and
engaging writing style, this book promises to be an invaluable resource for anyone who wants to
master the art of using clichés effectively and avoid the pitfalls of overuse. If you like this book, write
a review!
  examples of cliches in literature: Glossary of Literary Terms - Volume 1 Dr. R. Saradha,
2025-03-12 This glossary of literary terms is a comprehensive reference for students, scholars, and
literature enthusiasts seeking to deepen their understanding of the fundamental concepts that
define literary studies. The book provides clear and concise Definitions of key literary terms, from
classical to contemporary, covering a vast spectrum of genres, techniques, and critical theories.. In a
rapidly evolving literary landscape, where new voices and interpretations continuously emerge, it is
essential to have a structured yet flexible framework for understanding literary principles. This
glossary aims to bridge the gap between traditional literary foundations and modern interpretations,
helping readers navigate the intricate web of literary language with clarity and confidence. As an
author, my goal has been to present a resource that is both informative and engaging, ensuring that
each term enriches the reader’s literary journey. Whether you are a student delving into literary
analysis for the first time or an experienced reader revisiting familiar concepts, this book strives to
be a valuable companion in your exploration of literature
  examples of cliches in literature: Cliches Betty Kirkpatrick, Elizabeth McLaren Kirkpatrick,
1999-01-15 Contains alphabetically arranged entries that examine the origins and meanings of over
1,500 cliches.
  examples of cliches in literature: Psyche and the Literary Muses Martin S. Lindauer, 2009

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-194/examples-of-cliches-in-literature.pdf


Psyche and the Literary Muses focuses on the psychology of literature from an empirical point of
view, rather than the more typical psychoanalytic position, and concentrates on literary content
rather than readers or writers. The book centers on the author s quantitative studies of brief literary
and quasi-literary forms, ranging from titles of short stories and names of literary characters to
cliches and quotations from literary sources, in demonstrating their contribution to the topics of
learning, perception, thinking, emotions, creativity, and especially person perception and aging.
More broadly, Psyche bears on literary studies, art, and psychology in general, as well as
interdisciplinarity. This book deepens the understanding and appreciation of literature for scholars,
academics and the general reader.
  examples of cliches in literature: Talking in Clichés Stella Bullo, Derek Bousfield,
2022-11-03 For decades, social perspectives, and even academic studies of language, have
considered clichés as a hackneyed, tired, lazy, unthinking and uninspiring form of communication.
Authored by two established scholars in the fields of Systemic-Functional Linguistics and Discourse
Studies and Pragmatics, this cutting-edge book comprehensively explores the perception and use of
clichés in language from these complementary perspectives. It draws data from a variety of both
written and spoken sources, to re-interrogate and re-imagine the nature, role and usage of clichés,
identifying the innovative and creative ways in which the concepts are utilised in communication,
interaction, and in self-presentation. Observing a rich, complex layering of usage, the authors
deconstruct the many and varied ways in which clichés operate and are interdependently
constructed; from the role they play in discourse in general, to their functions as argumentative
strategies, as constructs of social cognition, as politeness strategies, and finally as markers of
identity.
  examples of cliches in literature: Clichés Revealed: A Guide to the Most Overused Phrases in
American English Pasquale De Marco, 2025-07-07 Clichés are everywhere. We hear them in
conversation, read them in writing, and even use them ourselves. But what exactly are clichés, and
why are they so common? In this book, we will explore the world of clichés and learn how to use
them effectively. We will look at the different types of clichés, and we will discuss the pros and cons
of using them. We will also provide tips on how to avoid clichés and how to choose more original
expressions. Whether you are a writer, a speaker, or simply someone who wants to improve their
communication skills, this book will help you to use clichés effectively and avoid the pitfalls of
overusing them. **What are clichés?** Clichés are phrases and expressions that have become
overused and lost their original meaning. They are often used to communicate quickly and
efficiently, but they can also make our speech and writing sound boring and repetitive. **Why are
clichés so common?** There are a few reasons why clichés are so common. First, they are easy to
remember and use. Second, they can help us to communicate quickly and efficiently. Third, they can
add a touch of humor or personality to our speech and writing. **When to use clichés** Clichés can
be useful in certain situations. For example, they can be used to: * Add a touch of humor or
personality to your speech or writing * Communicate quickly and efficiently * Avoid using more
complex or technical language **When to avoid clichés** However, there are also times when you
should avoid using clichés. For example, you should avoid using clichés if: * They make your speech
or writing sound boring or repetitive * They are not appropriate for the situation * They are offensive
or insensitive **How to avoid clichés** There are a few things you can do to avoid using clichés.
First, try to be aware of the clichés that you use. Second, try to find more original and interesting
ways to express yourself. Third, read widely and expose yourself to a variety of language. **How to
use clichés effectively** If you do decide to use a cliché, make sure to use it effectively. Here are a
few tips: * Use clichés sparingly. * Use clichés in a creative way. * Use clichés to add a touch of
humor or personality to your speech or writing. **Conclusion** Clichés can be useful when it is
important to communicate quickly and efficiently like emails, presentations, or any informal writing.
But if you overuse them, they can make your writing sound boring and repetitive. This book will help
you understand the different types of clichés, how to avoid overusing them, and how to use them
effectively when necessary. Whether you are a writer, a speaker, or simply someone who wants to



improve their communication skills, this book will help you to use clichés effectively and avoid the
pitfalls of overusing them. If you like this book, write a review on google books!
  examples of cliches in literature: The Poetics of Early Russian Literature D.S. Likhachev,
2014-03-13 This translation of Likhachev’s Poetika Drevnerusskoy Literatury (The Poetics of Early
Russian Literature), provides a description of the basic themes of early (tenth to seventeenth
century) Russian literature. Likhachev compares literary narrative with narrative used in the
representational arts. Furthermore, Likhachev stresses the genre-based character of medieval
Russian literature and shows how choice of style in medieval times depended on a genre with its
own specific etiquette and how innovation was discouraged. The text contrasts medieval abstraction
and modern realism, as Likhachev shows how realisticness gradually breaks through in specific
situations—such as those of princely crimes. Likhachev draws contrasts in three different areas: the
basic stock of symbols and comparisons used in early Russian literature with those used in modern
literature, artistic time in folklore and early Russian literature, and artistic space in folklore and
early Russian literature. Likhachev traces the gradual development into modern artistic time
through a comparison of the chronicle, the first Russian play, the seventeenth century writer
Avvakum, and three modern authors, Goncharov, Dostoevsky and Saltykov-Shchedrin. Finally, the
text gives a justification for studying early literatures. This book will be invaluable for students of
Russian, medieval and comparative literature.
  examples of cliches in literature: A Dictionary of Cliches Eric Partridge, 2003-09-02 This
work is full of things better left unsaid: hackneyed phrases, idioms battered into senselessness,
infuriating Gallicisms, once-familiar quotations and tags from the ancient classics. It makes a
formidable list, amplified as it is with definitions, sources, and indications of the clichés, venerability
in every case.
  examples of cliches in literature: The Flowers of Tarbes, Or, Terror in Literature Jean
Paulhan, 2006 Paulhan's seminal work in English for the first time Les Fleurs de Tarbes, ou la
terreur dans les lettres, first published as a single volume in 1941, was considered by Jean Paulhan
to be the furthest-reaching expression of his thinking about literature and language. It is now
recognized as a landmark text in the history of twentieth century literary criticism and in the
emergence of contemporary literary theory. This is the first time it has been translated into English.
The playful tone and quirky, casual style of Paulhan's writing mask a theoretical intent and
seriousness of purpose that are extraordinarily prescient. In The Flowers of Tarbes Paulhan probes
the relationship between language, meaning, context, intention and action with unremitting tenacity,
and in so doing produces a major treatise on the nature of the literary act, and a meditation on what
we might now call the responsibility or ethical imperative of literature itself.
  examples of cliches in literature: The "Antihero" Defying Clichés. A Study of a Character in
George R.R. Martin ́s "A Song of Ice and Fire" Peggy Zawadil, 2015-12-15 Master's Thesis from the
year 2014 in the subject American Studies - Literature, grade: 2,1, University of Potsdam, language:
English, abstract: “Winter is coming” - a phrase not only fervent readers of Fantasy know but also
thousands of people throughout the world. The success of the book series A Song of Ice and Fire
from George R.R. Martin transcends the literary cosmos as it has long been picturized in the form of
an HBO series; hundreds of fan articles are produced each year. Not unlike the roaring popularity of
the Harry Potter series a few years ago, the fictional worlds of Westeros and Essos in this Fantasy
saga have captured the attention of the masses. [...] The reader dives into the lives and struggles of
the characters, feeling and fighting with them and sometimes even crying when they unexpectedly
die (as can be seen in the uproar and comments on various blogs on internet communities when
Eddard Stark was unexpectedly executed). Every reader of A Song of Ice and Fire has his or her own
favorite characters. In the first novel it was no doubt the nobel and honorable Lord Eddard Stark for
most of the literary community - the obvious hero of the masses. But since his shocking demise the
preferences of the readers seem to have changed and found a new darling - Tyrion Lannister. As the
most discussed and controversial of all characters nobody seems to fully comprehend him: dwarf,
egoist, drunkard, nymphomaniac, nerd - the list is long and might be longer still. The only thing all



readers, blog-writers and fans seem to agree on is that he is the true hero of the series. But can a
hero be an egotistical, sex maniac dwarf?
  examples of cliches in literature: Literature and Materialisms Frederic Neyrat, 2020-01-14
Literature and Materialisms sheds light on the current new wave of materialisms and assesses the
impact on literary theory and criticism. It maps the similarities and differences between speculative
realism, object-oriented philosophy, and vitalism. A genealogy of materialisms, vitalisms,
empiricisms, and realist approaches - from Heraclitus to Badiou, including Lucretius, Spinoza, Marx,
Althusser, Barad, Spivak, Deleuze, Bennett, Harman, and other contemporary thinkers - puts these
new trends into perspective. This book investigates the relations between literature – from Marquis
de Sade to objectivist poetry - and materialism and analyses the material aspects of literature, its
structure and texture, its commodification and its capacity to resist market imperatives. It explores
how literary style might be understood as a mediation between the ‘immaterial’ and the concrete
features of a text. This volume provides students and academics with an accessible overview of the
study of literature and materialism.
  examples of cliches in literature: Don't Forget to Write for the Secondary Grades 826
National, 2011-10-11 Fantastic strategies for getting high school students excited about writing This
book offers 50 creative writing lesson plans from the imaginative and highly acclaimed 826 National
writing labs. Created as a resource to reach all students (even those most resistant to creative
writing), the off-beat and attention-grabbing lessons include such gems as Literary Facebooks,
where students create a mock Facebook profile based on their favorite literary character, as well as
highly practical lessons like the College Application Essay Boot Camp. These writing lessons are
written by experts—and favorite novelists, actors, and other entertainers pitched in too. Road-tested
lessons from a stellar national writing lab Inventive and unique lessons that will appeal to even the
most difficult-to-reach students Includes a chart linking lessons to the Common Core State
Standards 826 National is an organization committed to supporting teachers, publishing student
work, and offering services for English language learners.
  examples of cliches in literature: The Rise of Sensationalism in American Literature
and Culture Alexander Moudrov, 2025-09-05 The Rise of Sensationalism in American Literature
and Culture: 1620‐1860 argues that the rise of the American tradition of sensationalism can be
better understood in the transatlantic context. Early American writers were unquestionably
influenced by various forms of European sensationalism. At the same time, they often felt compelled
to distance themselves from their European counterparts whom they accused of promoting
voyeuristic indulgence in the scandalous and demoralizing their readers. American writers typically
claimed that they turned to the scandalous only to promote legitimate religious, political, and social
causes. In this respect, their approach reflected the Puritan tradition of didactic sensationalism in
which provocative themes (religious dissent, crime, and sex scandals) were routinely exploited in
ostensibly well‐intentioned publications (sermons, crime reports, and journalism). What is
remarkable about the antebellum period is that it saw a dramatic transformation of American
sensationalist literature as popular writers started to incorporate elements of European
sensationalism while trying to preserve the didactic conventions of their predecessors.
  examples of cliches in literature: Teaching Language and Literature, Grades 7-12 Walter
Loban, 1961
  examples of cliches in literature: The Dictionary of Clichés Christine Ammer, 2013-11-05 The
largest, most comprehensive, and most entertaining reference of its kind, The Dictionary of Clichés
features more than four thousand unique clichés and common expressions. Author Christine Ammer
explores the phrases and terms that enliven our language and uncovers expressions that have long
been considered dead. With each entry, she includes a thorough definition, origin of the term, and
an insightful example. Some of the clichés brought into the limelight include: • Blood is thicker than
water • Monkey see, monkey do • Brass tacks • Burn the midnight oil • Change of heart • Moral
fiber • By the book Whether clichés get under your skin or make you happy as a clam, The
Dictionary of Clichés goes the extra mile to provide an essential resource for students, teachers,



writers, and anyone with a keen interest in language. And that’s food for thought.
  examples of cliches in literature: Basics of Literary Devices in English Literature Ainaab
Tariq, Asma Arshi, Dr. Uma Rajmohan, Dr. T.V.S. Padmaja, 2023-02-14 There's no denying the
significance of literary devices when conveying a story. They may make the author's tale more
comprehensible and engaging by emphasising key phrases, evoking certain emotions, and providing
more context. One may improve story telling skills by using these literary tools. We can identify,
recognise, interpret, and/or evaluate any element of literature or any one piece as a literary device.
Some literary devices include both aspects of literature and literary strategies. Literary tactics are
the linguistic structures that an author utilises to express an idea. In most cases, a literary method is
used by an author using the single word or phrase, or a small cluster of words or phrases, at a
specific location in the text. Unlike components of literature, literary strategies need not be included
in every piece of writing. All literary techniques have one thing in common: they make the reader
think about the world in new ways by pointing out or exploring connections between various
elements. The use of comparison as a linking mechanism is widespread in literature. Metaphors and
similes, the two most common forms of analogy, will be introduced throughout the book. Putting two
items side by side is an example of a metaphor. Each literary device deserves its own dedicated
discussion and set of illustrative texts. This is a book devoted to the most often used literary devices
in both poetry and prose
  examples of cliches in literature: Modern British Literature , 1980
  examples of cliches in literature: Linguistic Pragmatics of Intercultural Professional
and Business Communication Elena N. Malyuga, Svetlana N. Orlova, 2017-11-14 This monograph
presents the result of the authors’ scientific research on the development of cognitive discursive
approach to issues of intercultural professional and business communication (IPBC) and the study of
the language of professional communication, the links binding the language with non-linguistic and
extralinguistic realia in the framework of cognitive linguistics, as well as oral and written
communication in intercultural professional business discourse. The authors proceed from the
assumption that IPBC can only reach maximum efficiency provided that its participants assimilate its
inherent norms and rules and are able to skillfully implement these norms and rules to verbalise
their cognitive activity in the sphere of professional business interaction. Topics covered include:
analysis of the theory of business communication, of codified and uncodified vocabulary, theory of
euphemy, and euphemisms used in intercultural professional and business communication.
  examples of cliches in literature: Anthologizing Canadian Literature Robert Lecker,
2015-11-02 The first collection of critical essays devoted to the study of English-Canadian literary
anthologies brings together the work of thirteen prominent critics to investigate anthology formation
in Canada and answer these key questions: Why are there so many literary anthologies in Canada,
and how can we trace their history? What role have anthologies played in the formation of Canadian
literary taste? How have anthologies influenced the training of students from generation to
generation? What literary values do the editors of various anthologies tend to support, and how do
these values affect canon formation in Canada? How have different genres fared in the creation of
literary anthologies? How do Canadian anthologies transmit ideas about gender, region, ideology,
and nation? Specific essays focus on anthologies as national metaphors, the controversies
surrounding early literary collections, representations of First Nations peoples in anthologies, and
the ways in which various editors have understood exploration narratives. In addition, the collection
examines the representation of women in Canadian anthologies, the use of anthologies as teaching
tools, and the creation of some very odd Canadian anthologies along the way.
  examples of cliches in literature: Connecting Values to Action Christopher M. Hartt,
2019-08-26 Why do we make the decisions we do? And how can we understand what influences our
decisions? Editor Christopher M. Hartt and contributors explore Non-Corporeal Actant Theory,
which analyzes our decisions and outcomes through the perspective of values, beliefs, ideas, and
concepts.
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