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examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich opens a window into the intricate
and often troubling world of miscarriages of justice. As wrongful convictions continue to
challenge the integrity of legal systems worldwide, the work of scholars like Allison D.
Redlich sheds light on the psychological, procedural, and systemic factors that contribute to
these errors. Understanding her research not only deepens our appreciation of how
wrongful convictions occur but also highlights potential reforms to safeguard innocent
people from unjust punishment.

The Importance of Studying Wrongful Convictions

Wrongful convictions represent one of the most serious failures in the criminal justice
system. They not only devastate innocent lives but also allow the true perpetrators to go
free, undermining public trust and safety. Research into wrongful convictions aims to
identify the root causes and develop strategies to prevent them. Allison D. Redlich, a
prominent figure in this field, combines psychological insights with legal analysis to explore
why innocent individuals are so often ensnared in the justice system.

The Role of Psychology in Wrongful Convictions

One of Redlich’s key contributions lies in her exploration of how cognitive biases and
psychological vulnerabilities can lead to wrongful convictions. Eyewitness misidentification,
false confessions, and flawed memory recall are common factors that contribute to errors in
criminal cases.

For example, individuals might confess to crimes they did not commit due to intense
interrogation techniques or psychological pressure. Redlich’s research delves into how such
confessions, despite being false, are often given undue weight in court. This highlights the
critical need for safeguards during police questioning and better training for law
enforcement officers to recognize signs of coercion.

Common Factors Leading to Wrongful Convictions

Examining wrongful convictions Allison D Redlich-style means looking beyond just the legal
facts and into the human and procedural elements that play a role. Some of the most
prominent factors include:



Eyewitness Misidentification: Memory can be unreliable, especially under stress.
Mistaken eyewitnesses are the leading cause of wrongful convictions in many cases.

False Confessions: As noted, psychological pressure can cause innocent individuals
to admit guilt falsely.

Inadequate Legal Representation: Defendants without proper counsel are at
higher risk of wrongful conviction.

Forensic Errors: Misapplication or misinterpretation of forensic evidence can mislead
juries and judges.

Systemic Biases: Racial, socioeconomic, and other biases can influence how cases
are investigated and prosecuted.

Redlich’s work often emphasizes the interplay between these factors and how they
cumulatively increase the risk of injustice.

The Impact of Interrogation Practices on False
Confessions

False confessions are a fascinating yet heartbreaking aspect of wrongful convictions that
Allison D. Redlich has studied extensively. Certain interrogation tactics—such as the Reid
technique—can inadvertently pressure suspects into confessing, even if they are innocent.
Redlich points out that prolonged questioning, presentation of false evidence, and
minimization of the crime’s severity can all contribute to this phenomenon.

Her research encourages law enforcement agencies to adopt more ethical and
psychologically informed interrogation methods, including videotaping interrogations to
ensure transparency and protect suspects’ rights.

Reforms Inspired by Research on Wrongful
Convictions

Research by Redlich and others has been instrumental in advocating for reforms aimed at
reducing wrongful convictions. Some key recommendations include:

Improved Eyewitness Identification Procedures: Using double-blind lineups and1.
proper instructions to witnesses can reduce misidentification errors.

Recording Interrogations: Full video recordings provide a clear account of how2.
confessions are obtained, protecting against coercion.



Access to DNA Testing: Expanding post-conviction DNA testing helps exonerate3.
those wrongfully convicted.

Training for Legal Professionals: Educating judges, prosecutors, and defense4.
attorneys on the risks of wrongful convictions enhances case outcomes.

Establishment of Conviction Integrity Units: Specialized teams within5.
prosecutor's offices review questionable cases to identify errors.

These reforms, supported by empirical research, aim to create a more just and reliable
criminal justice system.

The Role of Conviction Integrity Units

One of the most promising developments in combating wrongful convictions is the rise of
Conviction Integrity Units (CIUs). Redlich’s findings support the idea that these units,
staffed by prosecutors and investigators, play a crucial role in reviewing cases where justice
may have gone awry. CIUs often work closely with innocence projects and forensic experts
to reassess evidence and identify miscarriages of justice before irreversible harm occurs.

The Broader Social Implications of Wrongful
Convictions

Beyond individual tragedies, wrongful convictions have a ripple effect on communities and
society at large. They erode confidence in the justice system and disproportionately affect
marginalized groups, raising critical questions about fairness and equality under the law.

Allison D. Redlich’s work often highlights the intersection of wrongful convictions with social
justice issues, emphasizing the need for systemic change. This includes addressing racial
disparities in arrests and sentencing, improving public defender resources, and fostering
greater transparency in legal proceedings.

Why Public Awareness Matters

Increasing public awareness about wrongful convictions is vital for driving change. When
citizens understand how these injustices happen, they are more likely to support reforms
and hold officials accountable. Educational initiatives, media coverage, and advocacy
campaigns inspired by research like Redlich’s contribute to a more informed and engaged
public.



Looking Ahead: The Future of Wrongful
Conviction Research

The field of wrongful conviction research continues to evolve, with Allison D. Redlich’s work
at the forefront of integrating psychological science with legal practice. Emerging
technologies, such as advanced forensic methods and artificial intelligence, promise new
tools for preventing errors, but also introduce fresh challenges related to bias and
reliability.

Future research will likely focus on refining interrogation techniques, improving jury
decision-making, and exploring the psychological aftermath for exonerees. The ongoing
dialogue between researchers, practitioners, and policymakers is essential to building a
justice system that truly protects the innocent.

---

Examining wrongful convictions Allison D Redlich brings to light the complex human and
systemic factors that contribute to these profound miscarriages of justice. Her research not
only informs legal reforms but also inspires a broader conversation about fairness,
accountability, and the role of psychology in law. As society continues to grapple with these
issues, her insights remain invaluable in the pursuit of a more just world.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Allison D. Redlich in the context of wrongful
convictions?
Allison D. Redlich is a prominent legal scholar and professor known for her research and
work on wrongful convictions, focusing on factors that contribute to miscarriages of justice
and methods to prevent them.

What are the main themes in Allison D. Redlich's
research on wrongful convictions?
Redlich's research primarily explores eyewitness identification errors, false confessions, and
the psychological and systemic causes that lead to wrongful convictions, as well as reforms
to improve the accuracy of criminal justice processes.

How does Allison D. Redlich contribute to preventing
wrongful convictions?
She contributes by conducting empirical studies, advocating for policy reforms, and
educating legal professionals about the cognitive and procedural issues that can lead to
wrongful convictions, aiming to enhance fair trial standards.



What role does eyewitness misidentification play in
Allison D. Redlich's studies?
Eyewitness misidentification is a central focus in Redlich's work, as it is one of the leading
causes of wrongful convictions; she examines how memory errors and suggestive
identification procedures impact accuracy.

Has Allison D. Redlich proposed any specific reforms to
reduce wrongful convictions?
Yes, Redlich has advocated for reforms such as improved eyewitness lineup protocols,
better interrogation techniques to avoid false confessions, and increased use of forensic
science standards to reduce errors.

Where can one find Allison D. Redlich's publications on
wrongful convictions?
Her publications can be found in academic journals related to law and psychology,
university websites where she teaches, and platforms like Google Scholar or SSRN that host
legal scholarship.

Why is Allison D. Redlich's research important in the
field of criminal justice?
Her research is crucial because it sheds light on the causes of wrongful convictions, informs
evidence-based policy changes, and ultimately helps protect innocent individuals from
unjust imprisonment while promoting justice system integrity.

Additional Resources
Examining Wrongful Convictions Allison D Redlich: A Critical Insight into Forensic
Psychology and Justice

examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich invites a thorough exploration of the
intersection between forensic psychology and the criminal justice system. Allison D.
Redlich, a prominent figure in forensic psychology, has contributed extensively to
understanding how cognitive biases, flawed eyewitness testimonies, and interrogation
dynamics can lead to miscarriages of justice. This article delves into Redlich’s research and
perspectives, shedding light on the systemic issues behind wrongful convictions and the
ongoing efforts to mitigate them.

The Landscape of Wrongful Convictions

Wrongful convictions represent a grave challenge to the integrity of legal systems
worldwide. According to the National Registry of Exonerations, over 2,800 people in the



United States have been exonerated since 1989, with causes ranging from mistaken
eyewitness identification to false confessions. Allison D. Redlich’s work critically examines
the psychological mechanisms behind these errors, emphasizing the role of investigative
procedures and human cognition.

Forensic Psychology’s Role in Understanding
Miscarriages of Justice

Redlich’s research is rooted in forensic psychology, a field that bridges psychology and law
enforcement to improve criminal investigations and trials. By focusing on how memory,
perception, and social pressure affect witnesses and suspects, she provides a framework
for identifying vulnerabilities in the justice process.

One of the core themes in her work is the unreliability of eyewitness testimony, which is
implicated in more than 70% of wrongful convictions later overturned by DNA evidence.
Redlich highlights how stress, suggestive questioning, and the passage of time can distort
memory recall, leading to inaccurate identifications.

Interrogations and False Confessions: Psychological
Dynamics Explored

Another pivotal aspect of Redlich’s analysis concerns interrogation techniques. She
investigates how certain methods, particularly those involving coercion or manipulation,
may produce false confessions from innocent suspects. Her studies demonstrate that
individuals with specific psychological vulnerabilities—such as youth, intellectual
disabilities, or high suggestibility—are disproportionately affected.

This insight has prompted calls for reform in interrogation protocols, advocating for the use
of evidence-based approaches that minimize risk of eliciting unreliable statements. Redlich
supports the adoption of recorded interrogations and the presence of legal counsel during
questioning as safeguards against wrongful admissions of guilt.

Examining Wrongful Convictions Allison D
Redlich: Key Contributions

Redlich’s scholarship extends beyond theory into practical applications that influence policy
and legal practice. By collaborating with law enforcement agencies and legal professionals,
she helps develop training programs aimed at reducing cognitive biases and improving
interview techniques.



Debiasing Techniques and Their Implementation

One of the notable contributions is the promotion of debiasing strategies. These are
methods designed to counteract common psychological pitfalls such as confirmation bias,
where investigators focus on evidence that supports their initial theory while ignoring
contradictory data.

Redlich advocates for structured decision-making tools and blind lineup procedures to
enhance objectivity. The effectiveness of these techniques has been supported by empirical
studies showing a reduction in misidentifications and wrongful convictions when properly
applied.

The Role of Expert Testimony in Courtrooms

Redlich also emphasizes the importance of expert testimony from forensic psychologists to
educate juries and judges about the limitations of human memory and the potential for
error. By presenting scientific findings in accessible language, experts can prevent
misinterpretation of eyewitness evidence and interrogation results.

Her work underscores that without such expert input, jurors may place undue confidence in
flawed testimonies, contributing to unjust verdicts.

Challenges and Critiques in the Field

While Allison D. Redlich’s contributions have been influential, the field of wrongful
conviction research faces ongoing challenges. Critics point out that despite increased
awareness, systemic inertia and legal traditions slow the adoption of reforms. Additionally,
resource constraints in public defender offices and courts hinder the widespread
implementation of best practices.

There is also debate about the reliability of psychological research when applied in legal
contexts, where stakes are high and standards for evidence differ from academic settings.
Redlich’s approach attempts to bridge this gap by emphasizing rigorous methodology and
collaboration between scientists and practitioners.

Balancing Scientific Insight with Legal Realities

The integration of psychology into law requires careful navigation of differing
epistemologies. Redlich advocates for a balanced approach that respects legal principles
such as the presumption of innocence while incorporating scientific advances that protect
individuals from wrongful punishment.

This balance is crucial for maintaining public confidence in the justice system and ensuring
that reforms do not inadvertently undermine procedural fairness.



Future Directions in Reducing Wrongful
Convictions

Looking ahead, the legacy of examining wrongful convictions Allison D Redlich encourages
innovation in both research and practice. Emerging technologies like AI-assisted analysis
and virtual reality reconstructions of crime scenes offer new avenues to enhance accuracy
in investigations.

Furthermore, interdisciplinary efforts combining law, psychology, and data science hold
promise for developing predictive models that identify cases at high risk of error. Redlich’s
emphasis on education and systemic reform remains central to these advancements.

Expansion of standardized training for law enforcement on cognitive biases

Mandatory video recording of interrogations nationwide

Increased funding for innocence projects and post-conviction reviews

Enhanced public awareness campaigns about the fallibility of eyewitness testimony

By championing these initiatives, Redlich and her colleagues aim to transform the criminal
justice landscape, reducing wrongful convictions and promoting equitable outcomes.

The examination of wrongful convictions through Allison D. Redlich’s lens reveals the
complex interplay between human psychology and legal processes. Her comprehensive
research provides valuable insights that challenge entrenched practices and advocate for
evidence-based reforms. As the justice system continues to evolve, integrating such
expertise will be essential in safeguarding the rights of the innocent and upholding the rule
of law.

Examining Wrongful Convictions Allison D Redlich

  examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich: Examining Wrongful Convictions Allison
D. Redlich, James R. Acker, Robert J. Norris, Catherine L. Bonventre, 2014 In Examining Wrongful
Convictions: Stepping Back, Moving Forward, the premise is that much can be learned by stepping
back from the focus on the direct causes of wrongful convictions and examining criminal justice
systems, and the sociopolitical environments in which they operate. Expert scholars examine the
underlying individual, systemic, and social or structural conditions that may help precipitate and
sustain wrongful convictions, thereby moving forward the related scholarship.
  examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich: Anatomy of Innocence Laura Caldwell,
Leslie S. Klinger, 2017-03-28 Recalling the great muckrakers of the past, an outraged team of
America’s best-selling writers unite to confront the disasters of wrongful convictions. Wrongful
convictions, long regarded as statistical anomalies in an otherwise sound justice system, now appear
with frightening regularity. But few people understand just how or why they happen and, more
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important, the immeasurable consequences that often haunt the lucky few who are acquitted, years
after they are proven innocent. Now, in this groundbreaking anthology, fourteen exonerated inmates
narrate their stories to a roster of high-profile mystery and thriller writers—including Lee Child,
Sara Paretsky, Laurie R. King, Jan Burke and S. J. Rozan—while another exoneree’s case is explored
in a previously unpublished essay by legendary playwright Arthur Miller. An astonishing and unique
collaboration, these testimonies bear witness to the incredible stories of innocent men and women
who were convicted of serious crimes and cast into the maw of a vast and deeply flawed American
criminal justice system before eventually, and miraculously, being exonerated. Introduced by
best-selling authors Scott Turow and Barry Scheck, these master storytellers capture the tragedy of
wrongful convictions as never before and challenge readers to confront the limitations and harsh
realities of the American criminal justice system. Lee Child tells of Kirk Bloodsworth, who
obsessively read about the burgeoning field of DNA testing, cautiously hoping that it held the key to
his acquittal—until he eventually became the first person to be exonerated from death row based on
DNA evidence. Judge John Sheldon and author Gayle Lynds team up to share Audrey Edmunds’s
experience raising her children long distance from her prison cell. And exoneree Gloria Killian
recounts to S. J. Rozan her journey from that fateful knock on the door and the initial shock of
accusation to the scars she carries today. Together, the powerful stories collected within the
Anatomy of Innocence detail every aspect of the experience of wrongful conviction, as well as the
remarkable depths of endurance sustained by each exoneree who never lost hope.
  examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich: Wrongful Convictions and the DNA
Revolution Daniel S. Medwed, 2017-03-30 This book examines the lessons learned from twenty-five
years of using DNA to free innocent prisoners and identifies lingering challenges.
  examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich: Criminal Testimonial Injustice Jennifer
Lackey, 2023-03-02 Through a detailed analysis that draws on work across philosophy, the law, and
social psychology, Criminal Testimonial Injustice shows that, from the very beginning of the
American criminal legal process in interrogation rooms to its final stages in front of parole boards,
testimony is extracted from individuals through processes that are coercive, manipulative, or
deceptive. This testimony is then unreasonably regarded as representing the testifiers' truest or
most reliable selves. With chapters ranging from false confessions and eyewitness misidentifications
to recantations from victims of sexual violence and expressions of remorse from innocent defendants
at sentencing hearings, it is argued that there is a distinctive epistemic wrong being perpetrated
against suspects, defendants, witnesses, and victims. This wrong involves brute State power
targeting the epistemic agency of its citizens, extracting false testimony that is often life-shattering,
and rendering the victims in question complicit in their own undoing. It is concluded that it is only
through understanding what it means to respect the epistemic agency of each participant in the
criminal legal system that we can truly grasp what justice demands and, in so doing, to reimagine
what is possible.
  examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich: The Politics of Innocence Robert J.
Norris, William D. Hicks, Kevin J. Mullinix, 2023-09-19 2024 Outstanding Academic Title, given by
Choice Reviews The political dynamics that shape the Innocence Movement Since 1989, more than
3000 people are known to have been exonerated after being wrongly convicted in the United States.
Each one of these cases represents a gross miscarriage of justice; they are stories of lives upended
by a criminal legal system gone awry. Yet, this number just scratches the surface and does not
capture the full breadth of wrongful convictions, which may well number in the tens of thousands.
The Politics of Innocence explores the political dynamics that have shaped the proliferation of
innocence-related policies across the United States and the ways in which wrongful convictions
affect public opinion about the criminal legal system. Although some have suggested that this issue
transcends ideological divisions, the authors argue that public opinion and the policies that address
wrongful convictions are a product of the political landscape. Using original data, the authors show
how political ideology influences awareness of the issue, affects support for policy reform, and, in
particular electoral contexts, influences state policy adoption. The Politics of Innocence is a moving



and data-driven account of wrongful convictions.
  examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich: ,
  examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich: Exonerated Robert J. Norris, 2019-02-05
The fascinating story behind the innocence movement's quest for justice. Documentaries like Making
a Murderer, the first season of Serial, and the cause célèbre that was the West Memphis Three
captured the attention of millions and focused the national discussion on wrongful convictions. This
interest is warranted: more than 1,800 people have been set free in recent decades after being
convicted of crimes they did not commit. In response to these exonerations, federal and state
governments have passed laws to prevent such injustices; lawyers and police have changed their
practices; and advocacy organizations have multiplied across the country. Together, these activities
are often referred to as the “innocence movement.” Exonerated provides the first in-depth look at
the history of this movement through interviews with key leaders such as Barry Scheck and Rob
Warden as well as archival and field research into the major cases that brought awareness to
wrongful convictions in the United States. Robert Norris also examines how and why the innocence
movement took hold. He argues that while the innocence movement did not begin as an organized
campaign, scientific, legal, and cultural developments led to a widespread understanding that new
technology and renewed investigative diligence could both catch the guilty and free the innocent.
Exonerated reveals the rich background story to this complex movement.
  examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich: Narratives of Guilt and Innocence Ralph
Grunewald, 2023-07-11 2023 Co-Winner of the Herbert Jacob Book Prize, given by the Law and
Society Association Illustrates how the power of narrative influences how police, prosecutors, juries,
and judges construct legal reality Wrongful convictions have been studied primarily through the
lenses of law, psychology, and the social sciences. Though scholarship has established canonical
factors that help explain why the innocent are convicted, a very simple question has not been
answered: How is it possible that prosecutors can convince juries and themselves of the guilt of an
innocent defendant, often even against strong exculpatory evidence? Narratives of Guilt and
Innocence seeks to address this crucial question by highlighting the narrative blueprint of a given
criminal justice system and then how the power of narrative influences how police, prosecutors,
juries, and judges construct legal reality and the evidence for it. That law and storytelling are
connected is a common trope, but we know surprisingly little about the intricate role storytelling
plays in criminal cases and wrongful convictions in particular. This book questions the effectiveness
of the adversarial contest between prosecutor and defense as a means to arrive at the truth and
argues that narrative is an important a factor in the construction of legal reality. Wrongful
convictions exemplify that narrative and truth have an uncomfortable relationship. Ralph Grunewald
provides a retelling and reading of well-known miscarriages of justice, including the best-known
wrongful conviction in Germany. Applying a comparative perspective shows that the narrative desire
as a human trait has a universal power with a persistence that transcends the regulatory and
procedural setup of a given system. Narratives of Guilt and Innocence puts wrongful convictions into
an interdisciplinary and comparative context and vividly demonstrates just how much the process of
storytelling affects legal reality.
  examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich: Deadly Justice Frank R. Baumgartner,
Marty Davidson, Kaneesha R. Johnson, Arvind Krishnamurthy, 2018 Forty years and 1,400
executions after the U.S. Supreme Court ruled the death penalty constitutional, eminent political
scientist Frank Baumgartner and a team of younger scholars have collaborated to assess the
empirical record and provide a definitive account of how the death penalty has been implemented. A
Statistical Portrait of the Death Penalty shows that all the flaws that caused the Supreme Court to
invalidate the death penalty in 1972 remain and indeed that new problems have arisen. Far from
perfecting the mechanism of death, the modern system has failed.
  examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich: The Oxford Handbook of Developmental
Psychology and the Law Allison D. Redlich, Jodi A. Quas, 2024 In this Handbook, experts across
multiple disciplines, including psychology, criminology, education, law, and policy, focus on the



interface between developmental science and law across crucial but also very different periods of
development. Coverage includes topics such as prenatal and infant abuse; questioning of minor and
elderly victims, witnesses, and suspects; treatment of at-risk individuals across multiple settings
(e.g., criminal courts, immigration, custody, and adoption hearings); experiences in prison; reentry
transitions after incarceration; and reproductive and end-of-life legal rights. Insightful and forward
looking, the Handbook provides crucial foundational knowledge of the field and offers concrete
suggestions for next steps and conclusions for practitioners and scientists who are working to push
the field forward and use the knowledge for more informed decision-making.
  examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich: Research Handbook on Plea
Bargaining and Criminal Justice Máximo Langer, Mike McConville, Luke Marsh, 2024-04-12
Bringing together established and emerging scholars from around the world, the Research
Handbook on Plea Bargaining and Criminal Justice examines the practice of plea bargaining,
through which guilty pleas are secured and trials are avoided.
  examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich: Good Kids, Bad City Kyle Swenson,
2019-02-12 From award-winning investigative journalist Kyle Swenson, Good Kids, Bad City is the
true story of the longest wrongful imprisonment in the United States to end in exoneration, and a
critical social and political history of Cleveland, the city that convicted them. In the early 1970s,
three African-American men—Wiley Bridgeman, Kwame Ajamu, and Rickey Jackson—were accused
and convicted of the brutal robbery and murder of a man outside of a convenience store in
Cleveland, Ohio. The prosecution’s case, which resulted in a combined 106 years in prison for the
three men, rested on the more-than-questionable testimony of a pre-teen, Ed Vernon. The actual
murderer was never found. Almost four decades later, Vernon recanted his testimony, and Wiley,
Kwame, and Rickey were released. But while their exoneration may have ended one of American
history’s most disgraceful miscarriages of justice, the corruption and decay of the city responsible
for their imprisonment remain on trial. Interweaving the dramatic details of the case with
Cleveland’s history—one that, to this day, is fraught with systemic discrimination and racial
tension—Swenson reveals how this outrage occurred and why. Good Kids, Bad City is a work of
astonishing empathy and insight: an immersive exploration of race in America, the struggling
Midwest, and how lost lives can be recovered.
  examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich: The Cambridge Handbook of Social
Problems: A. Javier Treviño, 2018-03-22 The introduction of the Affordable Care Act in the United
States, the increasing use of prescription drugs, and the alleged abuse of racial profiling by police
are just some of the factors contributing to twenty-first-century social problems. The Cambridge
Handbook of Social Problems offers a wide-ranging roster of the social problems currently pressing
for attention and amelioration. Unlike other works in this area, it also gives great consideration to
theoretical and methodological discussions. This Handbook will benefit both undergraduate and
graduate students eager to understand the sociology of social problems. It is suitable for classes in
social problems, current events, and social theory. Featuring the most current research, the
Handbook provides an especially useful resource for sociologists and graduate students conducting
research.
  examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich: The Cambridge Handbook of Social
Problems: Volume 2 A. Javier Treviño, 2018-03-22 The introduction of the Affordable Care Act in the
United States, the increasing use of prescription drugs, and the alleged abuse of racial profiling by
police are just some of the factors contributing to twenty-first-century social problems. The
Cambridge Handbook of Social Problems offers a wide-ranging roster of the social problems
currently pressing for attention and amelioration. Unlike other works in this area, it also gives great
consideration to theoretical and methodological discussions. This Handbook will benefit both
undergraduate and graduate students eager to understand the sociology of social problems. It is
suitable for classes in social problems, current events, and social theory. Featuring the most current
research, the Handbook provides an especially useful resource for sociologists and graduate
students conducting research.



  examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich: Final Judgments Austin Sarat, 2017-04-13
This volume is the product of a symposium held at the University of Alabama, School of Law on April
8, 2016.
  examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich: Florida Law Review , 2016-11
  examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich: A System of Pleas Vanessa A. Edkins,
Allison D. Redlich, 2019-03-06 Over 95% of criminal convictions are by guilty plea. Trials are the
rarity, and while much has been written on jury decision making and various parts of the trial
process, the field has been largely silent on the practice that is most likely to affect an individual
charged with a crime: plea bargaining. A System of Pleas: Social Science's Contributions to the Real
Legal System brings together into one resource the burgeoning body of research on plea bargaining.
Drawing attention to the fact that convictions today are nearly synonymous with guilty pleas, this
contributed volume begins with an overview and history of plea bargaining, with chapters focusing
on defendants, defense attorneys and prosecutors and plea bargains; influences on plea
decision-making, including race, juvenile justice system involvement, and innocence; and the results
of a system of pleas, such as sentencing disparities and mass incarceration, collateral consequences,
and disenfranchisement. A concluding chapter by the volume's editors examines ways to move
forward within an entrenched system. An excellent reference tool for furthering both research and
practice, A System of Pleas is a must-have for academics and legal professionals interested in the
fields of criminal justice, psychology and law, and related disciplines.
  examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich: Handbook on Punishment Decisions
Jeffery T. Ulmer, Mindy S. Bradley, 2017-10-16 Handbook on Punishment Decisions: Locations of
Disparity provides a comprehensive assessment of the current knowledge on sites of disparity in
punishment decision-making. This collection of essays and reports of original research defines
disparity broadly to include the intersection of race/ethnicity, gender, age, citizenship/immigration
status, and socioeconomic status, and it examines dimensions such as how pretrial or guilty plea
processes shape exposure to punishment, how different types of sentencing decisions and/or policy
structures (sentencing guidelines, mandatory minimums, risk assessment tools) might shape and
condition disparity, and how post-sentencing decisions involving probation and parole contribute to
inequalities. The sixteen contributions pull together what we know and what we don’t about
punishment decision-making and plow new ground for further advances in the field. The ASC
Division on Corrections & Sentencing Handbook Series publishes volumes on topics ranging from
violence risk assessment to specialty courts for drug users, veterans, or people with mental illness.
Each thematic volume focuses on a single topical issue that intersects with corrections and
sentencing research.
  examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich: The Prohibition Era and Policing
Wesley M. Oliver, 2018-04-20 Legal precedents created during Prohibition have lingered, leaving
search-and-seizure law much better defined than limits on police use of force, interrogation
practices, or eyewitness identification protocols. An unlawful trunk search is thus guarded against
more thoroughly than an unnecessary shooting or a wrongful conviction. Intrusive searches for
alcohol during Prohibition destroyed middle-class Americans' faith in police and ushered in a new
basis for controlling police conduct. State courts in the 1920s began to exclude perfectly reliable
evidence obtained in an illegal search. Then, as Prohibition drew to a close, a presidential
commission awakened the public to torture in interrogation rooms, prompting courts to exclude
coerced confessions irrespective of whether the technique had produced a reliable statement.
Prohibition's scheme lingered long past the Roaring '20s. Racial tensions and police brutality were
bigger concerns in the 1960s than illegal searches, yet when the Supreme Court imposed limits on
officers' conduct in 1961, searches alone were regulated. Interrogation law during the 1960s,
fundamentally reshaped by the Miranda ruling, ensured that suspects who invoked their rights
would not be subject to coercive tactics, but did nothing to ensure reliable confessions by those who
were questioned. Explicitly recognizing that its decisions excluding evidence had not been
well-received, the Court in the 1970s refused to exclude identifications merely because they were



made in suggestive lineups. Perhaps a larger project awaits—refocusing our rules of criminal
procedure on those concerns from which Prohibition distracted us: conviction accuracy and the use
of force by police.
  examining wrongful convictions allison d redlich: Controversies in Innocence Cases in
America Sarah Lucy Cooper, 2016-05-13 Controversies in Innocence Cases in America brings
together leading experts on the investigation, litigation, and scholarly analysis of innocence cases in
America, from legal, political and ethical perspectives. The contributors, many of whom work on
these cases daily, investigate contemporary issues presented by innocence cases and the
exoneration movement as a whole. These issues include the challenges faced by the movement,
causes of wrongful convictions, problems associated with investigating, proving, and defining
'innocence', and theories of reform. Each issue is placed within a multi-disciplinary perspective to
provide cogent observations and recommendations for the effective handling of these cases, and for
what changes should be adopted in order to improve the American criminal justice system when it is
faced with its most harrowing sight: an innocent defendant.
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