down a dark hall by lois duncan

Down a Dark Hall by Lois Duncan: A Timeless Tale of Mystery and Suspense

down a dark hall by lois duncan immediately conjures images of eerie corridors, hidden secrets, and
the chilling suspense that Lois Duncan masterfully weaves into her storytelling. This novel, a staple in
young adult suspense literature, continues to captivate readers with its blend of supernatural elements
and psychological tension. If you've ever been drawn to stories that combine mystery with a touch of

the uncanny, this book is sure to intrigue you.

Exploring the Premise of Down a Dark Hall by Lois Duncan

At its core, down a dark hall by Lois duncan tells the story of Kit Gordy, a rebellious teenager sent to
the enigmatic Blackwood Boarding School. What begins as a typical coming-of-age tale soon twists
into something far more sinister as Kit and her classmates discover that the school harbors dark

secrets involving supernatural talents and sinister intentions.

The Setting: Blackwood Boarding School as a Character

One of the most compelling aspects of the novel is its setting. Blackwood is no ordinary school; it feels
alive, almost malevolent. Duncan’s vivid descriptions of the sprawling mansion with its shadowy
hallways and locked rooms create an atmosphere thick with suspense. The title itself—-down a dark
hall—evokes the literal and metaphorical journey Kit undertakes as she navigates the mysteries lurking

within Blackwood’s walls.



The Plot’s Intriguing Blend of Mystery and Supernatural

Unlike straightforward thrillers, down a dark hall incorporates elements of the supernatural, which adds
layers of depth to the narrative. The gifted students at Blackwood possess unusual abilities, but these
powers come at a cost. Lois Duncan cleverly explores themes of control, power, and the loss of

innocence, making readers question what is real and what is illusion.

Character Analysis: The Depth Behind Lois Duncan’s

Protagonists

Lois Duncan is known for crafting characters that resonate with young adult readers, and down a dark
hall is no exception. Kit Gordy is a multidimensional protagonist whose skepticism and courage anchor

the story.

Kit Gordy: More Than Just a Typical Teen

Kit’s rebellious nature initially causes tension with her guardian, but it’s her innate curiosity and
bravery that propel the narrative forward. Through Kit, readers experience the fear and uncertainty of
being trapped in an unfamiliar and threatening environment. Her development from a defiant girl to a

determined young woman highlights themes of empowerment and self-discovery.

The Supporting Cast: Friends or Foes?

The other students at Blackwood each bring unique abilities and backstories, creating a dynamic and
sometimes tense group dynamic. The friendships and rivalries among the students add complexity to

the plot, as trust becomes a valuable yet scarce commodity.



Lois Duncan’s Writing Style and Its Impact on Readers

One of the reasons down a dark hall by Lois duncan remains a beloved classic is Duncan’s engaging
and accessible writing style. Her prose is straightforward yet atmospheric, making the story easy to

read while maintaining suspense.

Building Suspense Through Pacing and Description

Duncan expertly balances fast-paced scenes with moments of quiet tension. Her use of vivid
imagery—especially when describing the school’s eerie halls—immerses readers in the setting. This

careful pacing ensures that suspense builds gradually, keeping readers hooked from beginning to end.

The Appeal to Young Adult Audiences

While the novel appeals broadly, it especially resonates with young adults due to its relatable
protagonist and exploration of adolescent themes such as identity, independence, and trust. Duncan’s
ability to tap into teenage anxieties enhances the emotional impact of the supernatural thriller

elements.

Down a Dark Hall in Popular Culture and Adaptations

The novel’s enduring popularity has led to various adaptations, most notably the 2018 film version
directed by Rodrigo Cortés. This adaptation brought the story to a new generation, preserving the core

themes while updating certain elements for contemporary audiences.



Differences Between the Book and the Film

While loyal fans of Lois Duncan’s original work appreciate the novel’s nuanced character development,
the film adaptation focuses more on visual suspense and horror elements. Both versions complement

each other, offering different experiences of the same haunting tale.

Why Down a Dark Hall Remains Relevant Today

Themes of control, manipulation, and the quest for autonomy are timeless, making the story
continuously relevant. Moreover, the novel’s supernatural twist on a boarding school mystery remains

a captivating formula for readers and viewers alike.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating Down a Dark Hall by Lois

Duncan

If you’re diving into down a dark hall by Lois duncan for the first time or revisiting it, here are some

insights to enhance your reading experience:
* Pay close attention to the descriptions of the school’s architecture and atmosphere—these details
are crucial for setting the tone.

¢ Consider the symbolic significance of the students’ supernatural abilities and how they reflect

broader themes of control and freedom.

» Reflect on Kit’s character arc and how her personal growth mirrors the novel’s suspenseful

events.



¢ Explore the relationships between characters as clues to the underlying mysteries of Blackwood.

The Legacy of Lois Duncan’s Work in Young Adult Fiction

Down a dark hall by Lois duncan is part of a larger body of work that has cemented Duncan as a
pioneer in young adult suspense. Her ability to blend everyday teenage experiences with thrilling,

supernatural plots has influenced countless authors and continues to inspire readers.

Many contemporary YA novels owe a debt to Duncan’s storytelling techniques, particularly her skillful
mix of relatable characters and creepy, atmospheric settings. For anyone interested in the genre,

reading down a dark hall offers a glimpse into the roots of modern young adult suspense fiction.

Reading down a dark hall by Lois duncan is more than just exploring a spooky boarding school
tale—it’s an invitation to experience the thrills of mystery, the chills of the supernatural, and the
enduring power of a well-told story. Whether you’re a longtime fan of Lois Duncan or new to her work,

this novel offers a compelling journey down a shadowy corridor you won’t soon forget.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main plot of 'Down a Dark Hall' by Lois Duncan?

The novel follows Kit Gordy, a troubled teenager sent to a mysterious boarding school called
Blackwood, where she and other girls discover supernatural occurrences and hidden secrets about the

school's true purpose.



Who is the protagonist in 'Down a Dark Hall'?

The protagonist of the novel is Kit Gordy, a rebellious and troubled teenage girl who is sent to

Blackwood Boarding School.

What genre does 'Down a Dark Hall' belong to?

'Down a Dark Hall' is a young adult suspense thriller with elements of supernatural and gothic fiction.

What are some major themes in 'Down a Dark Hall'?

Maijor themes include supernatural influence, identity, control, isolation, and the struggle between good
and evil.

How does Lois Duncan build suspense in 'Down a Dark Hall'?

Duncan builds suspense through eerie settings, mysterious events, gradual revelations, and the
psychological tension experienced by the characters.

Is 'Down a Dark Hall' based on true events?

No, 'Down a Dark Hall' is a work of fiction, though it incorporates supernatural elements and classic
gothic motifs to create a suspenseful story.

What role does Blackwood School play in the story?

Blackwood School is the eerie boarding school where much of the novel's action takes place; it serves
as a mysterious and foreboding setting central to the plot's supernatural events.

Has 'Down a Dark Hall' been adapted into other media?

Yes, 'Down a Dark Hall' was adapted into a film released in 2018, directed by Rodrigo Cortés, starring

AnnaSophia Robb as Kit.



What is the significance of the title 'Down a Dark Hall'?

The title symbolizes the journey into the unknown and the dark secrets hidden within Blackwood

School, reflecting the novel's themes of mystery and supernatural danger.

Additional Resources

Down a Dark Hall by Lois Duncan: A Literary Exploration of Suspense and Supernatural Intrigue

down a dark hall by lois duncan stands as a compelling work in the realm of young adult suspense
fiction. Lois Duncan, renowned for her mastery in crafting psychological thrillers, delivers a novel that
intricately weaves elements of mystery, supernatural phenomena, and adolescent vulnerability. This
article delves into the narrative structure, thematic depth, and literary significance of "Down a Dark

Hall," analyzing its place within Duncan’s oeuvre and its enduring appeal to readers.

Context and Overview of "Down a Dark Hall"

Lois Duncan’s "Down a Dark Hall" was first published in 1974, a period marked by a burgeoning
interest in suspense and paranormal literature targeted at young adults. The story centers around Kit
Gordy, a teenager sent to Blackwood Boarding School, a mysterious institution where the students
begin to exhibit strange and unexplained behaviors. The novel explores themes of identity, control, and

the blurred boundaries between reality and the supernatural.

This novel is frequently noted for its atmospheric setting, which plays a crucial role in establishing the
tone of suspense. The boarding school itself, with its dark corridors and shadowy past, becomes
almost a character in its own right, embodying the unknown and the threat lurking “down a dark hall.”
This setting amplifies the psychological tension that Duncan meticulously builds throughout the

narrative.



Narrative Style and Structure

Duncan’s writing in "Down a Dark Hall" employs a straightforward yet evocative prose style that
appeals to both adolescent and adult readers. The pacing is deliberate, allowing for the gradual
unfolding of mystery while maintaining a steady build-up of suspense. The use of first-person narration

invites readers into Kit’s inner world, providing an intimate perspective on the unfolding events.

The structure of the novel follows a classic suspense arc, with exposition, rising action, climax, and
resolution clearly demarcated but executed with subtlety. Duncan’s ability to balance character
development with plot progression is evident, ensuring that readers remain engaged not only by the

unfolding supernatural events but also by the protagonist’s personal growth and emotional struggles.

Thematic Exploration

"Down a Dark Hall by Lois Duncan" is rich in thematic content, making it a significant study in young

adult literature that transcends conventional genre boundaries.

Supernatural and Psychological Suspense

At its core, the novel merges supernatural elements with psychological suspense. The mysterious
powers exhibited by the students introduce a paranormal dimension that challenges the
protagonist’s—and the reader’s—understanding of reality. Duncan’s nuanced portrayal avoids
sensationalism, instead opting for a psychological depth that questions the nature of these abilities:

Are they real, or manifestations of the characters’ subconscious fears and desires?



Adolescence and ldentity

The exploration of adolescent identity is a recurrent theme in Duncan’s work, and "Down a Dark Hall"
is no exception. Kit’s journey mirrors the struggles many teenagers face in asserting autonomy and
understanding themselves within restrictive environments. The boarding school symbolizes societal
structures that seek to control and mold young individuals, reflecting broader questions about

conformity and resistance during formative years.

Power and Control

The novel also interrogates dynamics of power and control, especially through the enigmatic figure of
Madame Duret, the school’s headmistress. Her role as a manipulator who channels the students’
abilities for her own ends provides a chilling commentary on exploitation and authority. This theme

resonates with contemporary discussions about agency and coercion in institutional settings.

Comparative Insights

When compared to other works by Lois Duncan, such as "I Know What You Did Last Summer" or
"Killing Mr. Griffin," "Down a Dark Hall" distinguishes itself through its stronger emphasis on
supernatural intrigue rather than purely psychological or crime suspense. This blend sets it apart within

the genre and broadens its appeal.

Moreover, in the landscape of 1970s young adult literature, Duncan’s novel aligns with a growing trend
of incorporating paranormal elements to address adolescent fears and uncertainties. Books like R.L.
Stine’s later works or the novels of Christopher Pike share thematic parallels, but Duncan’s storytelling

remains unique for its subtlety and psychological insight.



Strengths of "Down a Dark Hall"

Atmospheric Setting: The boarding school’s eerie environment enhances the suspenseful mood.

Character Development: Kit Gordy is a well-rounded protagonist whose internal conflicts enrich

the narrative.

Thematic Depth: Tackles complex issues such as identity, power, and the supernatural.

Engaging Plot: Balances mystery and supernatural elements effectively.

Areas for Critical Reflection

e Pacing: Some readers may find the deliberate pacing slow compared to more action-driven

thrillers.

e Ambiguity: The unresolved nature of some supernatural aspects may frustrate those seeking

clear-cut explanations.

Legacy and Adaptations

"Down a Dark Hall" has maintained its relevance over decades, continuing to captivate readers with its

blend of suspense and supernatural mystery. The novel’s adaptation into a 2018 film directed by



Rodrigo Cortés introduced the story to a new generation, highlighting its enduring appeal. The film
adaptation, while expanding on the visual and atmospheric elements, remains faithful to the novel’s

core themes, underscoring the timeless nature of Duncan’s storytelling.

This sustained interest is indicative of the novel’s successful integration of genre conventions with
deeper psychological and existential questions. It also reflects a broader cultural fascination with the

supernatural as a metaphor for adolescent anxieties and societal pressures.

SEO and Reader Interest

For readers and researchers interested in young adult suspense fiction, keywords such as "Lois
Duncan novels," "supernatural YA books," "boarding school mysteries," and "psychological thriller for
teens" are often associated with "Down a Dark Hall by Lois Duncan." The novel’s unique combination
of paranormal elements and psychological complexity makes it a frequent subject of academic and

popular discussion, enhancing its visibility in literary and educational contexts.

By exploring the psychological motivations of characters alongside supernatural phenomena, the novel
offers a rich text for analysis, making it a valuable resource for educators and literary critics examining

themes of adolescence, control, and fear in literature.

In conclusion, "Down a Dark Hall" by Lois Duncan remains a distinctive and influential work within the
young adult suspense genre. Its atmospheric storytelling, thematic complexity, and enduring relevance
secure its place as a noteworthy novel that continues to intrigue readers and scholars alike. Whether
approached as a supernatural thriller or a psychological study of adolescence, the book invites readers

to peer cautiously down the dark hallways of fear, identity, and power.
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down a dark hall by lois duncan: Down a Dark Hall Lois Duncan, 2024-09-24 A paranormal
rollercoaster ride with goosebumps at every turn--now a motion picture starring Uma Thurman and
Anna Sophia Robb! Kit Gordy sees Blackwood Hall towering over black iron gates, and she can't help
thinking, This place is evil. The imposing mansion sends a shiver of fear through her. But Kit settles
into a routine, trying to ignore the rumors that the highly exclusive boarding school is haunted. Then
her classmates begin to show extraordinary and unknown talents. The strange dreams, the voices,
the lost letters to family and friends, all become overshadowed by the magic around them. When Kit
and her friends realize that Blackwood isn't what it claims to be, it might be too late.

down a dark hall by lois duncan: Down a Dark Hall Lois Duncan, 2024-09-24 A paranormal
rollercoaster ride with goosebumps at every turn--now a motion picture starring Uma Thurman and
Anna Sophia Robb! Kit Gordy sees Blackwood Hall towering over black iron gates, and she can't help
thinking, This place is evil. The imposing mansion sends a shiver of fear through her. But Kit settles
into a routine, trying to ignore the rumors that the highly exclusive boarding school is haunted. Then
her classmates begin to show extraordinary and unknown talents. The strange dreams, the voices,
the lost letters to family and friends, all become overshadowed by the magic around them. When Kit
and her friends realize that Blackwood isn't what it claims to be, it might be too late.

down a dark hall by lois duncan: American Tabloid Media and the Satanic Panic,
1970-2000 Sarah A. Hughes, 2021-10-27 This book examines the “satanic panic” of the 1980s as an
essential part of the growing relationship between tabloid media and American conservative politics
in the 1980s. It argues that widespread fears of Satanism in a range of cultural institutions was
indispensable to the development and success of both infotainment, or tabloid content on television,
and the rise of the New Right, a conservative political movement that was heavily guided by a
growing coalition of influential televangelists, or evangelical preachers on television. It takes as its
particular focus the hundreds of accusations that devil-worshippers were operating America’s white
middle-class suburban daycare centers. Dozens of communities around the country became
embroiled in trials against center owners, the most publicized of which was the McMartin Preschool
trial in Manhattan Beach, California. It remains the longest and most expensive criminal trial in the
nation’s history.

down a dark hall by lois duncan: Paperback Crush Gabrielle Moss, 2018-10-30 For fans of
vintage YA, a humorous and in-depth history of beloved teen literature from the 1980s and 1990s,
full of trivia and pop culture fun. Those pink covers. That flimsy paper. The nonstop series
installments that hooked readers throughout their entire adolescence. These were not the
serious-issue novels of the 1970s, nor the blockbuster YA trilogies that arrived in the 2000s. Nestled
in between were the girl-centric teen books of the ‘80s and '90s—short, cheap, and utterly adored. In
Paperback Crush, author Gabrielle Moss explores the history of this genre with affection and humor,
highlighting the best-known series along with their many diverse knockoffs. From friendship clubs
and school newspapers to pesky siblings and glamorous beauty queens, these stories feature girl
protagonists in all their glory. Journey back to your younger days, a time of girl power nourished by
sustained silent reading. Let Paperback Crush lead you on a visual tour of nostalgia-inducing book
covers from the library stacks of the past.

down a dark hall by lois duncan: Lois Duncan Amy Sterling Casil, 2004-12-15 Discusses the
life and work of the young adult author, including early works, inspirations, and critical discussions
of her books.

down a dark hall by lois duncan: Science Fiction and Fantasy Literature R. Reginald,
Douglas Menville, Mary A. Burgess, 2010-09-01 Science Fiction and Fantasy Literature, A Checklist,
1700-1974, Volume one of Two, contains an Author Index, Title Index, Series Index, Awards Index,
and the Ace and Belmont Doubles Index.

down a dark hall by lois duncan: The Big Book of Teen Reading Lists Nancy J. Keane,



https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-194/down-a-dark-hall-by-lois-duncan.pdf

2006-08-30 Use these 100 handy reproducible book lists to instantly create handouts for teen
readers and teachers, add to your newsletter, or post on your web site or bulletin board. Based on
the most common needs of educators and librarians who work with teen readers, these lists focus on
new titles and classics that are still in print and readily available for purchase. Fiction and nonfiction
titles for ages 13-18 are covered. Bibliographic information and a brief description are given for
each title. A dozen bookmarks are also included. This is a great time-saving tool and a good source
for finding extended reading lists and read-alikes! Looking for humorous novels for teen readers? A
fast-paced sports novel for a reluctant reader? Biographies to use in history class? You'll find these
lists and more in this treasury of great reading lists. This versatile guide provides one-page
reproducible book lists and bookmarks for: books about self (e.g., coming-of-age, perfectionism,
gangs; genre literature (e.g., fantasy, romance, historical fiction); themes (e.g., extreme sports,
vampires, peace; settings (e.g., Ellis Island, Dust Bowl, WWII); character studies (e.g., adventure
with female protagonist, boy bonding books, fantasy heroes); and read-alikes (for bookmarks). More
than 100 reproducible lists of books for ages 13-18 (junior/senior high) focus on new titles and
classics that are still in print and readily available for purchase. Bibliographic information and a
brief description are given for each title.

down a dark hall by lois duncan: Gallows Hill Lois Duncan, 2009-01-21 Role-playing takes on
a terrifying cast when 17-year-old Sarah, who is posing as a fortune-teller for a school fair, begins to
see actual visions that can predict the future. Frightened, the other students brand her a witch,
setting off a chain of events that mirror the centuries-old Salem witch trials in more ways than one.
From the Paperback edition.

down a dark hall by lois duncan: The Ultimate Teen Book Guide Daniel Hahn, Leonie
Flynn, Susan Reuben, 2007-12-26 Covering such genres as fantasy, horror, chick lit, graphic novels,
sci-fi, and mystery, an all-encompassing, must-have resource profiles more than 700 of the best
books for teens, from the classics to the latest bestsellers. Simultaneous.

down a dark hall by lois duncan: From Little Houses to Little Women Nancy McCabe,
2014-12-09 A typical travel book takes readers along on a trip with the author, but a great travel
book does much more than that, inviting readers along on a mental and spiritual journey as well.
This distinction is what separates Nancy McCabe’s From Little Houses to Little Women from the
typical and allows it to take its place not only as a great travel book but also as a memoir about the
children’s books that have shaped all of our imaginations. McCabe, who grew up in Kansas just a
few hours from the Ingalls family’s home in Little House on the Prairie, always felt a deep
connection with Laura Ingalls Wilder, author of the Little House series. McCabe read Little House on
the Prairie during her childhood and visited Wilder sites around the Midwest with her aunt when she
was thirteen. But then she didn’t read the series again until she decided to revisit in adulthood the
books that had so influenced her childhood. It was this decision that ultimately sparked her desire to
visit the places that inspired many of her childhood favorites, taking her on a journey that included
stops in the Missouri of Laura Ingalls Wilder, the Minnesota of Maud Hart Lovelace, the
Massachusetts of Louisa May Alcott, and even the Canada of Lucy Maud Montgomery. From Little
Houses to Little Women reveals McCabe’s powerful connection to the characters and authors who
inspired many generations of readers. Traveling with McCabe as she rediscovers the books that
shaped her and ultimately helped her to forge her own path, readers will enjoy revisiting their own
childhood favorites as well.

down a dark hall by lois duncan: Coast to Coast Ghosts Leslie Rule, 2001-08-07 A collection
of true stories about hauntings and ghost sightings throughout the United States.

down a dark hall by lois duncan: Comics to Classics Arthea J. S. Reed, 1994-10-01 For each
developmental stage between the ages of 10 and 18, educator Arthea J. S. Reed provides lists of
books organized by genre and carefully selected for teen appeal. In addition to a detailed
bibliography, Reed focuses on the particular challenges for each age group, and highlights
strategies for parents to persuade their children to read. This guide will help parents and teachers
choose the right books for every reading level and interest.




down a dark hall by lois duncan: Today I Will Jerry Spinelli, Eileen Spinelli, 2014-10-29
Reassuring advice for every day of the year From an esteemed husband-and-wife team comes a book
of daily advice and insight. In dated entries meant to be read one per day, the Spinellis open with a
brief quote from children’s literature, write a paragraph of lively advice inspired by that quote, and
end with a “Today I will . . .” promise. The entries range from the broad (self-esteem, the
environment, gratitude, and openmindedness) to the simple and specific (Today I will call a
grandparent . . . smile at a new kid . . . take a walk . . . and send a snail-mail letter.). With wide
appeal to fans of both children’s literature and advice books, this cozy page-a-day volume (with
black-and-white spot art) offers inspiring quotes, gentle guidance, and 366 “Today I will . . .”
promises to thoughtful readers everywhere.

down a dark hall by lois duncan: A Gift of Magic Lois Duncan, 2024-09-24 In this paranormal
YA novel, a teenager inherits powerful magical abilities and must learn how to control them. Does
anyone write scarier books than Lois Duncan? I don't think so. —R. L. Stine, New York Times
-bestselling author of the Goosebumps and Fear Street series When the old woman died, she left her
grandchild Nancy with the extraordinary gift of magic. Nancy can read people's minds, know their
thoughts, and make them do what she wants. Will she use her gift for good, or satisfy her own selfish
desire? This edition of A Gift of Magic features updated text and an exclusive Q&A with bestselling
author Lois Duncan. A master of suspense. Prepare to be spooked. —Sara Shepard, #1 New York
Times -bestselling author of Pretty Little Liars Lois Duncan is the patron saint of all things awesome.
—Jenny Han, #1 New York Times -bestselling author of The Summer [ Turned Pretty

down a dark hall by lois duncan: joy of Witchcraft (15th Anniversary Edition) Mindy Klasky,
2020-03-09 If you like witches, mythical creatures and furious action, you'll love this book and all of
the other books in this universe. — Goodreads Reviewer SH Witch Jane Madison would be perfectly
happy planning her wedding to her astral protector, David Montrose. But how can she juggle
bridesmaid dresses and seating charts when she’s under attack by magical monsters? Jane’s school
for witches is in session, and the first order of business is an intricate Samhain ritual. In the midst of
a sudden, unseasonable rainstorm, a ravenous beast is released into the magic circle. Jane succeeds
in vanquishing the creature, but only with the assistance of her sworn magical enemy. The disaster
can’t be coincidence. One of Jane’s students is a traitor. But can Jane find the turncoat before she
loses everything and everyone she loves—including David? If you like romantic comedy, romcom,
chicklit, or humorous and funny stories about libraries, librarians, witches, witchcraft, magic,
fantasy, supernatural or paranormal events—like The Ex Hex, Payback’s a Witch, or Practical
Magic—you will love this book! Magical Washington includes The Washington Witches Series, the
Washington Vampires Series, the Washington Warders, and the Washington Medical: Vampire Ward
Series: Girl's Guide to Witchcraft Sorcery and the Single Girl Magic and the Modern Girl Single
Witch's Survival Guide Joy of Witchcraft Capital Magic Dreaming of a Witch Christmas Nice Witches
Don't Swear Fright Court Law and Murder High Stakes Trial “Stake Me Out to the Ball Game” The
Library, the Witch, and the Warder The Witch Doctor Is In Fae's Anatomy The Lady Doctor is a
Vamp 110122mfm

down a dark hall by lois duncan: Book Crush Nancy Pearl, 2009-09-29 Do you remember your
first book crush? You know, the first time a book completely captured your imagination, transported
you to a magical place, or introduced you to a lifelong friend you will never forget? In Book Crush,
popular librarian and reading enthusiast Nancy Pearl reminds us why we fell for reading in the first
place—how completely consuming and life-changing a good book can be. Pearl offers more than
1,000 crush-worthy books organized into over 100 recommended reading lists aimed at youngest,
middle-grade, and teen readers. From picture books to chapter books, YA fiction and nonfiction,
Pearl has developed more smart and interesting thematic lists of books to enjoy. Parents, teachers,
and librarians are often puzzled by the unending choices for reading material for young people. It
starts when the kids are toddler and doesn’t end until high-school graduation. What’s good, what’s
not, and what’s going to hold their interest? Popular librarian Nancy Pearl points the way in Book
Crush.



down a dark hall by lois duncan: The Write to Read Lesley Roessing, 2009-07-30 In this
practical handbook, Lesley J. Roessing presents a unique step-by-step model of response journaling
which demonstrates how teachers can plan and implement response journaling using concepts that
can be applied to all content areas.The Write to Read: Reading Journals That Increase
Comprehension teaches students in Grades 512 how to respond to reading material in a variety of
ways, encourages students to read self-selected books, and helps them develop skills for deeper and
more meaningful responses. The book contains a combination of theory, practice, practical advice,
anecdotes, and teacher models, along with samples of student work. Readers will also find an array
of tools for adapting the program to learnersZE needs and interests and for evaluating student
progress.

down a dark hall by lois duncan: Lois Duncan Kimberly Campbell, 2007-01-01 A biography of
American author Lois Duncan--Provided by publisher.

down a dark hall by lois duncan: Help Your Child to Read Better James Schiavone,
2000-05-12 What parent hasn[] been shocked by accounts of students entering college as functional
illiterates? When newspapers publish the yearly reading scores revealing that across the nation
youngsters are reading below grade level, the problem strikes very close to home and suddenly the
reading difficulties of one[] own first-grader become a matter of considerable importance. The author
believes that the parent still has a primary responsibility for seeing that a child makes the most of
his or her capabilities. Having done this, most parents can spare themselves a lot of needless anxiety
if they will just relax and let their children learn to read when they are ready, as they learned to
walk and talk. Reading readiness will help ease and speed the process and set the stage for learning
by encouraging the child] curiosity and natural desire to learn. Obviously, the teacher{] job is made
easier when the child comes to school ready and eager to learn. Help Your Child to Read Better is a
parents?guide to reading readiness. use this author bio: James Schiavone is a leading authority on
reading skills and has written widely on the subject. He is the author of You Can Read Faster, Seven
Keys to a Richer Vocabulary, and How to Pass Exams. Since 1971 he has been assistant professor of
development skills and coordinator for remediation of the Borough of Manhattan community college
of The City University of New York. His work on the psychology of reading has appeared in many
professional journals including: Education; Literary Discussion; Journal of Reading; Science
Education; School Counselor, Florida Education; Forum for Reading; and University Teaching.

down a dark hall by lois duncan: Shelf Discovery Lizzie Skurnick, 2009 From Beverly
Cleary's novels to Judy Blume's whole oeuvre, Shelf Discovery looks at the importance and, for many
adolescent girls, life-changing nature of young adult literature.
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