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Desirable Daughters by Bharati Mukherjee: Exploring Identity, Culture, and Transformation

desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee is a captivating novel that delves deep into the
complexities of identity, cultural heritage, and the immigrant experience. Mukherjee, known for her
insightful portrayal of Indian-American lives, weaves a narrative that is both intimate and expansive,
exploring the lives of three sisters navigating the tensions between tradition and modernity. This
article takes you through the rich layers of the novel, shedding light on its themes, characters, and
the nuanced portrayal of diaspora life that makes it resonate with readers worldwide.

Understanding the Essence of Desirable Daughters by
Bharati Mukherjee

At its core, desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee is a story about transformation—personal,
cultural, and societal. The novel follows the journey of three Bengali sisters, each embodying
different facets of womanhood and cultural identity. Mukherjee uses their stories to explore what it
means to be a "desirable daughter" in both Indian and American contexts, highlighting the shifting
expectations placed upon women in a globalized world.

The Plot and Its Cultural Significance

The narrative unfolds around the lives of the three sisters—Padma, Parvati, and Tara. Each sister
represents a unique response to the cultural pressures they face. Padma clings to traditional Indian
values, maintaining the customs of her upbringing. Parvati, in contrast, embraces a more
Westernized lifestyle, seeking independence and self-expression. Tara, the youngest, embodies a
blend of these worlds, struggling to reconcile her heritage with the new identity she’s carving for
herself in America.

Mukherjee’s storytelling skillfully captures the tension between the old and the new, using the
sisters’ interactions and internal conflicts to illustrate the broader challenges of immigrant families.
The novel also touches on themes of diaspora, assimilation, and the redefinition of identity—a
central concern for many readers who relate to the immigrant experience.

Thematic Depths in Desirable Daughters by Bharati
Mukherjee

Bharati Mukherjee’s work is celebrated for its ability to interlace personal stories with larger
societal issues. desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee is no exception, offering a rich
tapestry of themes that invite reflection and discussion.



Identity and Self-Discovery

One of the most compelling aspects of the novel is its exploration of identity. The sisters’ stories
reveal how identity is fluid and often contested, especially in the immigrant context. Mukherjee
challenges the fixed notions of ethnicity and gender roles by showing how each sister negotiates her
own path.

This theme is particularly relevant in today’s multicultural societies where individuals often straddle
multiple cultural worlds. The novel encourages readers to think about how identity is shaped by
experience, choice, and circumstance, rather than being predetermined by birth or tradition.

Gender Roles and Expectations

Another critical theme in desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee is the role of women in
different cultural settings. Mukherjee critiques the patriarchal structures that define and often limit
women’s lives while also celebrating female resilience and empowerment.

Through the sisters’ diverse experiences—from adherence to arranged marriages and family
obligations to pursuing careers and personal freedom—the novel interrogates what it means to be a
woman in both Indian and American societies. This exploration adds a powerful feminist dimension
to the story.

Immigration and Diaspora

The immigrant experience is central to the narrative, with Mukherjee portraying both the
opportunities and challenges it entails. The novel highlights the cultural dislocation and identity
struggles that many immigrants face, alongside the possibilities for reinvention and growth.

By focusing on the Bengali diaspora, Mukherjee provides a specific cultural lens while also
addressing universal themes of belonging and alienation. This makes desirable daughters by

bharati mukherjee a valuable read for anyone interested in the dynamics of immigration and
cultural hybridity.

Character Analysis: The Three Sisters in Focus

To truly appreciate the depth of desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee, it’s essential to
understand the distinct personalities and journeys of Padma, Parvati, and Tara.

Padma: The Traditionalist

Padma represents the anchor to Indian tradition. She is deeply rooted in her heritage and is often
seen upholding the customs and values passed down through generations. Padma’s character



illustrates the strength and challenges of maintaining cultural identity in a foreign land.

Her story sheds light on the importance of familial duty and the pressures that come with fulfilling
the role of the “ideal daughter” in traditional Indian society. Yet, through Padma, Mukherjee also
explores the cost of such adherence, including the potential suppression of individual desires.

Parvati: The Modern Rebel

In stark contrast, Parvati is the embodiment of rebellion and modernity. She rejects many of the
traditional expectations and seeks to define herself on her own terms. Parvati’s journey is marked by
a quest for autonomy and self-realization, which sometimes places her at odds with her family and
cultural background.

Her character challenges stereotypes about immigrant women by showing the diversity of
experiences and choices available to them. Parvati’s struggles and triumphs provide a compelling
look at the complexities of forging a new identity in a multicultural environment.

Tara: The Bridge Between Worlds

Tara, the youngest sister, navigates the space between tradition and modernity. She tries to balance
the expectations of her Indian heritage with her aspirations in America. Tara’s character reflects the
hybrid identity many second-generation immigrants experience, caught between two cultures and
often feeling a sense of not fully belonging to either.

Through Tara, Mukherjee captures the nuanced realities of cultural negotiation, highlighting how
identity can be both fragmented and enriched by diverse influences.

Desirable Daughters by Bharati Mukherjee: Literary
Style and Narrative Techniques

Mukherjee’s writing style in desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee is both lyrical and
accessible, making the novel engaging for a broad readership. She employs vivid imagery and rich
cultural references that bring the setting and characters to life.

Use of Symbolism and Metaphor

The novel is rich with symbolism, particularly in how Mukherjee uses the concept of “desirability” to
question societal norms. The title itself invites readers to think critically about what qualities are
valued in daughters, women, and immigrants, and who gets to define these qualities.

Throughout the narrative, symbols such as traditional clothing, rituals, and food serve as markers of
identity and cultural continuity, while moments of transformation often involve shedding or



reinterpreting these symbols.

Multi-Perspective Narrative

Mukherjee’s choice to focus on three sisters allows for a multi-faceted exploration of themes,
providing contrasting viewpoints and experiences. This narrative technique enriches the story,
offering a layered understanding of the immigrant experience rather than a single, monolithic
perspective.

Why Desirable Daughters by Bharati Mukherjee
Remains Relevant Today

In an era marked by globalization, migration, and cultural blending, desirable daughters by
bharati mukherjee offers timeless insights into the human condition. Its exploration of identity,
belonging, and transformation resonates with readers who grapple with similar issues in their own
lives.

Moreover, the novel’s focus on female agency and empowerment aligns with ongoing conversations

about gender equality and cultural representation. Mukherjee’s nuanced portrayal encourages
empathy and deeper understanding across cultural divides.

What Readers Can Take Away

Readers engaging with desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee can gain:

e A deeper appreciation of the immigrant experience and the complexities of cultural identity.

e Insights into the challenges and opportunities faced by women balancing tradition and
modernity.

e Awareness of the diversity within diasporic communities and the varied ways individuals
navigate cultural expectations.

e Inspiration to reflect on their own identities and the forces that shape them.

These takeaways make the novel not only a compelling story but also a valuable resource for anyone
interested in multicultural literature and social dynamics.

Exploring desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee is an invitation to journey through the
intricate landscapes of culture, identity, and family. Mukherjee’s masterful storytelling ensures that
the novel remains a poignant and thought-provoking read, one that continues to spark meaningful
conversations about who we are and where we come from.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Desirable Daughters' by Bharati
Mukherjee?

The central theme of 'Desirable Daughters' is the exploration of identity, cultural conflict, and the
immigrant experience as three sisters grapple with their Indian heritage and American lives.

Who are the main characters in '‘Desirable Daughters'?

The main characters are three sisters—Tara, Padma, and Parvati—each representing different
responses to their Indian roots and American assimilation.

How does Bharati Mukherjee portray cultural identity in the
novel?

Mukherjee portrays cultural identity as complex and multifaceted, showing how the characters
navigate between traditional Indian values and contemporary American culture.

What role does the city of San Francisco play in 'Desirable
Daughters'?

San Francisco serves as a backdrop symbolizing multiculturalism and the challenges of immigrant
life, influencing the characters' personal growth and identity struggles.

How do the sisters in 'Desirable Daughters' differ in their
approach to tradition and modernity?

Tara embraces American culture and independence, Padma remains rooted in Indian traditions, and
Parvati tries to balance both worlds, highlighting diverse perspectives on cultural assimilation.

What significance does the title 'Desirable Daughters' hold in
the context of the novel?

The title reflects societal expectations placed on women, especially within Indian culture, and
questions what it means to be a 'desirable' daughter in both Indian and American contexts.

How does Bharati Mukherjee address feminism in 'Desirable
Daughters'?

Mukherjee addresses feminism by depicting strong female protagonists who challenge traditional
gender roles and assert their independence in a multicultural environment.



In what ways does 'Desirable Daughters' explore family
dynamics?

The novel explores family dynamics through the sisters' relationships, highlighting conflicts,
loyalties, and differing values shaped by their cultural experiences.

What is the significance of the sisters' shared heritage in
shaping their identities?

Their shared heritage serves as both a bond and a source of tension, influencing their sense of self
and their decisions as they negotiate cultural expectations.

How does 'Desirable Daughters' reflect Bharati Mukherjee's
own experiences as an immigrant writer?

The novel reflects Mukherjee's insights into immigrant life, cultural hybridity, and the challenges of
belonging, drawn from her own experiences and observations.

Additional Resources
Desirable Daughters by Bharati Mukherjee: A Critical Exploration of Identity and Diaspora

desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee is a compelling novel that delves into the intricate
layers of cultural identity, diaspora experiences, and the evolving roles of women within the Indian-
American community. Published in 2002, this work stands as a significant contribution to
contemporary South Asian literature, reflecting Bharati Mukherjee’s nuanced understanding of
cross-cultural conflicts and transformations. Mukherjee, known for her incisive portrayals of
immigrant lives, presents in Desirable Daughters a narrative that challenges stereotypes and
explores the complexities of belonging and selfhood.

In-depth Analysis of Desirable Daughters by Bharati
Mukherjee

Desirable Daughters by Bharati Mukherjee centers around the lives of three Indian-American
sisters—Tara, Padma, and Parvati—each embodying distinct responses to their shared heritage and
the pressures of assimilation in the United States. Mukherjee uses these characters to articulate the
multifaceted nature of identity formation, particularly within the context of immigration and cultural
hybridity.

The novel’s exploration of identity is framed against the backdrop of the Indian diaspora, a
community grappling with the tension between tradition and modernity. Through vivid storytelling,
Mukherjee paints a portrait of women negotiating their desires, ambitions, and familial obligations
in a world where cultural expectations often clash with personal freedom. This tension is a recurring
theme in diaspora literature, but Mukherjee’s treatment is distinguished by her focus on female
agency and the complexities of sisterhood.



Thematic Exploration: Identity, Tradition, and Modernity

One of the central themes in Desirable Daughters by Bharati Mukherjee is the negotiation between
cultural tradition and contemporary identity. Each sister represents a unique stance toward this
negotiation:

e Tara embraces American life and independence, symbolizing assimilation and the pursuit of
self-determination.

e Padma embodies traditional Indian values and the expectations imposed by her family and
community.

e Parvati occupies a liminal space, navigating between the cultural roots of India and the
freedoms of American society.

This triadic portrayal serves as a microcosm of the broader immigrant experience, where individuals
often find themselves balancing conflicting cultural norms. Mukherjee’s nuanced character
development allows readers to appreciate the internal conflicts faced by many in the diaspora,
particularly women, who must reconcile their personal aspirations with societal and familial
pressures.

Comparative Perspectives: Desirable Daughters and Diaspora
Literature

When compared to other works in South Asian diaspora literature, such as Jhumpa Lahiri’s
Interpreter of Maladies or Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni’s The Mistress of Spices, Desirable Daughters
by Bharati Mukherjee stands out for its bold interrogation of gender roles and cultural identity.
While Lahiri often focuses on the subtle emotional landscapes of immigrant families and Divakaruni
incorporates elements of magical realism, Mukherjee adopts a more direct, sometimes
confrontational narrative style that probes into the psyche of her characters with analytic precision.

This approach aligns with Mukherjee’s broader literary mission to depict immigrant lives not merely
as stories of displacement but as dynamic processes of reinvention. Her portrayal of the Indian-
American sisters echoes the complexities faced by many immigrant women who must continuously
redefine themselves in the face of evolving cultural landscapes.

Characterization and Narrative Style

Mukherjee’s narrative technique in Desirable Daughters is marked by a fluid structure that shifts
perspectives among the sisters, allowing for a rich, multifaceted view of their experiences. This
shifting narrative voice enhances the novel’s exploration of identity, as readers are invited to engage
with the individual struggles and triumphs of each sister.



The prose is both lyrical and incisive, with Mukherjee’s use of imagery and symbolism enriching the
thematic depth of the story. For instance, the title itself—Desirable Daughters—evokes traditional
Indian ideals of femininity and the societal expectations placed upon women, which the novel
critically examines and deconstructs.

Pros and Cons in Literary Execution

e Pros:
o Rich, complex characters that defy simple categorization.
o Insightful commentary on cultural identity and assimilation.
o Engaging narrative style with vivid descriptive language.

o Thought-provoking exploration of gender roles within the diaspora.

e Cons:
o At times, the narrative’s shifting perspectives may challenge reader continuity.

o Some critics argue that the novel’s portrayal of cultural conflicts occasionally leans
towards stereotyping.

o The pacing may feel uneven, with certain subplots receiving less development.

Despite minor critiques, the literary execution of Desirable Daughters by Bharati Mukherjee remains
compelling, opening important dialogues about identity, culture, and the immigrant experience.

Desirable Daughters and Its Place in Contemporary
South Asian-American Narratives

Desirable Daughters by Bharati Mukherjee is a vital text within the canon of South Asian-American
literature, offering a nuanced perspective on the intersection of gender, culture, and diaspora. Its
emphasis on female protagonists and their internal and external conflicts enriches the discourse
surrounding immigrant narratives, which often focus on male experiences or generalized cultural
themes.

The novel’s setting oscillates between urban centers in the United States and the culturally rich
landscapes of India, highlighting the transnational nature of the diaspora experience. This



geographical duality reinforces the thematic concerns of belonging and alienation, as the sisters
navigate spaces that are simultaneously familiar and foreign.

Moreover, Mukherjee’s work contributes to ongoing conversations about the role of women in
immigrant families, challenging patriarchal structures and highlighting the diverse ways in which
daughters assert their autonomy. This focus resonates with broader feminist literary trends,
positioning Desirable Daughters as a significant work for readers interested in gender studies and
multicultural identities.

Integrating LSI Keywords for SEO Relevance

Throughout the analysis, terms such as “Indian-American literature,” “diaspora identity,”
“immigrant women narratives,” “cultural assimilation,” “gender roles in diaspora,” and “Bharati
Mukherjee novels” have been interwoven naturally to enhance the article’s SEO effectiveness. These
related keywords help contextualize Desirable Daughters within the broader literary and cultural
discourse, increasing the article’s visibility for audiences seeking in-depth information on these
topics.

” o u

Final Thoughts on the Impact of Desirable Daughters
by Bharati Mukherjee

Desirable Daughters by Bharati Mukherjee remains a powerful exploration of the immigrant
experience through the lens of sisterhood and identity. Its insightful portrayal of the challenges and
triumphs faced by Indian-American women enriches the literary landscape and offers valuable
perspectives on cultural negotiation and self-definition.

Mukherjee’s ability to weave complex characters with thematic depth ensures that Desirable
Daughters continues to resonate with readers navigating questions of heritage, belonging, and
personal freedom in a globalized world. This novel not only entertains but also educates, inviting
reflection on the multifaceted nature of diaspora life and the enduring quest for identity.

Desirable Daughters By Bharati Mukherjee

desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee: Desirable Daughters Bharati Mukherjee,
2002-12-30 They are three Calcutta-born sisters—intelligent, artistic and extremely independent.
Born into a wealthy Brahmin family presided over by their doting father and his traditionalist
mother, the girls feel strangled by a society with little regard for young women. Rebelling against
family and convention, the girls’ heads and hearts take them in very different directions, where, in a
clash of wills and circumstances, the inexorable bonds of their sisterhood will be tested as never
before. At the heart of this remarkable new novel by the award-winning author of The Middleman
and Other Stories and Jasmine are the interwoven threads of culture, identity and family loyalty. In
the tradition of The Joy Luck Club in its honest and compelling portrayal of the immigrant
experience, Desirable Daughters is an unputdownable read.


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-194/desirable-daughters-by-bharati-mukherjee.pdf

desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee: A Study Guide for Bharati Mukherjee's Desirable
Daughters Cengage Learning Gale, 2015

desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee: A Study Guide for Bharati Mukherjee's Desirable
Daughters Cengage Learning Gale, 2017-07-25 A Study Guide for Bharati Mukherjee's Desirable
Daughters, excerpted from Gale's acclaimed Novels for Students.This concise study guide includes
plot summary; character analysis; author biography; study questions; historical context; suggestions
for further reading; and much more. For any literature project, trust Novels for Students for all of
your research needs.

desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee: Contemporary Indian Writing in English N. D. R.
Chandra, 2005

desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee: Desirable Daughters Bharati Mukherjee, 2006

desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee: New Perspectives on Indian English
Writings Malti Agarwal, 2007 New Perspectives On Indian English Writings Is A Collection Of
Thirty-Eight Research Papers On Various Fictionists, Dramatists And Poets Of Indian Origin. These
Papers, Contributed By Scholars And Teachers Of Repute, Study In Depth The Major Works Of The
Pioneers As Well As Emerging Indian Authors, Writing In English. The Writers Included In This
Volume Are Kamala Markandaya, Jhumpa Lahiri, Shashi Deshpande, Nayantara Sahgal, Girish
Karnad, Manju Kapur, Bharati Mukherjee, R.K. Narayan, Salman Rushdie, Arundhati Roy, Gita
Mehta, Kamala Das, Nissim Ezekiel, Ruth Prawer Jhabvala And Many Others. The Wide Range Of
The Authors, Covered In This Volume, Makes It Useful For Researchers, Teachers And Postgraduate
Students, Studying In Various Universities Of India.

desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee: Feminism and the Post-modern Indian
Women Novelists in English Anita Myles, 2006 Papers presented at the National Conference on
'Dalit Literature : Contents, Trends and Concerns', held at Dehradun during 22-23 March 2009.

desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee: Home, Identity, and Mobility in Contemporary
Diasporic Fiction Jopi Nyman, 2009 This innovative volume discusses the significance of home and
global mobility in contemporary diasporic fiction written in English. Through analyses of central
diasporic and migrant writers in the United Kingdom and the United States, the timely volume
exposes the importance of home and its reconstruction in diasporic literature in the era of
globalization and increasing transnational mobility. Through wide-ranging case studies dealing with
a variety of black British and ethnic American writers, Home, Identity, and Mobility in Contemporary
Diasporic Fiction shows how new identities and homes are constructed in the migrants' new
homelands. The volume examines how diasporic novels inscribe hybridity and multiplicity in
formerly uniform spaces and subvert traditional understandings of nation, citizenship, and history.
Particular emphasis is on the ways in which diasporic fictions appropriate and transform traditional
literary genres such as the Bildungsroman and the picaresque to explore the questions of migration
and transformation. The authors discussed include Caryl Phillips, Jamal Mahjoub, Mike Phillips, Hari
Kunzru, Kamila Shamsie, Benjamin Zephaniah, Abdulrazak Gurnah, Cynthia Kadohata, Ana Castillo,
Diana Abu-Jaber, and Bharati Mukherjee. The volume is of particular interest to all scholars and
students of post-colonial and ethnic literatures in English.

desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee: Understanding Bharati Mukherjee Ruth
Maxey, 2019-09-06 2021 Choice Outstanding Academic Title Bharati Mukherjee was the first major
South Asian American writer and the first naturalized American citizen to win the National Book
Critics Circle Award. Born in Kolkata, India, she immigrated to the United States in 1961 and went
on to publish eight novels, two short story collections, two long works of nonfiction, and numerous
essays, book reviews, and newspaper articles. She was professor emerita in the Department of
English at the University of California, Berkeley, until her death in 2017. In Understanding Bharati
Mukherjee, Ruth Maxey discusses Mukherjee's influence on younger South Asian American women
writers, such as Jhumpa Lahiri and Chitra Divakaruni. Mukherjee's powerful writing also enjoyed
popular appeal, with some novels achieving best-seller status and international acclaim; her 1989
novel Jasmine was translated into multiple languages. One of the earliest writers to feature South



Asian Americans in literary form, Mukherjee reflected upon the influence of non-European
immigrants to the United States, following passage of the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1965,
which abolished the quota system. Her vision of a globalized, interconnected world has been
regarded as prophetic, and when Mukherjee died, diverse North American writers—Margaret
Atwood, Joyce Carol Oates, Russell Banks, Michael Ondaatje, Ann Beattie, Amy Tan, and Richard
Ford—came forward to praise her work and its importance. Understanding Bharati Mukherjee is the
first book to examine this pioneering author's complete oeuvre and to identify its legacy. Maxey
offers new insights into widely discussed texts and recuperates overlooked works, such as
Mukherjee's first and last published short stories, her neglected nonfiction, and her many essays.
Critically situating both well-known and under-discussed texts, this study analyzes the aesthetic and
ideological complexity of Mukherjee's writing, considering her sophisticated, erudite, multilayered
use of intertextuality, especially her debt to cinema. Maxey argues that understanding the range of
formal and stylistic strategies in play is crucial to grasping Mukherjee's work.

desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee: Multidisciplinary Approach in Research Area
(Volume-5) Chief Editor- Biplab Auddya, Editor- Rajni Baghel, Dr. Laxmi Dagar,
Dr.M.Dhanalakshmi, Ms. P. Sharmila Devi, Archana Kasaudhan, Dr. Amairullah Khan Lodhi,
2024-02-08

desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee: Studies in Women Writers in English Mohit
Kumar Ray, Rama Kundu, 2004 During The Last Few Centuries Women Writers Have Considerably
Widened And Deepened The Areas Of Human Experience With Their Sharp, Feminine Perception Of
Life Successfully Transmuted Into Verbal Artifact. The World Body Of Literature In English Would
Have Been Much Poorer Today But For The Contribution Of Women Writers. The New Series
Studies In Women Writers In English Is A Grateful Acknowledgment Of That Contribution And Public
Recognition Of Their Voice.The Twenty-Three Essays Included In This Fourth Volume Of The Series
Cover A Wide Spectrum Of Women Writers Across Space And Time. The Women Writers Discussed
In This Volume Include Five From Britain: Mary Shelley, Charlotte Bront€, George Eliot, Doris
Lessing, And Of Course Virginia Woolf, The Twentieth Century Stalwart Of British Novel, Who Has
Left Her Indelible Mark On The Art Of Fiction As Well As On Women Writers And Feminist Thinkers
Of The Subsequent Decades. We Also Get A Glimpse Of The Entire Corpus Of Writers Engaged With
The Feminist Theatre Of America Today, In Addition To Two African-American Talents, [.E. Toni
Morrison, The Nobel Laureate For Literature In 1993, And Alice Walker, The Eminent Black
American Woman Writer, And A Host Of Contemporary Indian Writers, Particularly With Reference
To Their Recent Work, Including Shashi Deshpande, Anita Desai, Shobhaa De, Manju Kapur,
Nayantara Sahgal, As Well As Two Emigré Indian Writers Bharati Mukherjee And Jhumpa
Lahiri.Since Most Of The Authors Discussed In These Articles Are Prescribed In The English
Syllabus In The Universities Of India, Both The Teachers And The Students Will Find Them
Extremely Useful, And The General Readers Who Are Interested In Literature In English And/Or
Women Writers Will Also Find Them Intellectually Stimulating.

desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee: Representation and Resistance Jaspal Kaur
Singh, 2008 This book focuses on the work of Western-educated African and Indian women writers
resisting gender identity constructions at various points in history. Author Jaspal Singh examines
colonial and national gender identity constructions in female-authored texts at 'home' and the
continued deployment of and resistance to gender identity impositions in various spaces. Hoping to
generate a greater understanding of and appreciation for the contributions of these diasporic
women writers within postcolonial literature and analysis, Singh contextualises their work within
social, political, and cultural conditions. Her study aids the empowerment of Indian and African
women writers as important players in the emerging field of postcolonial studies. In particular, she
argues for the importance of inclusion of texts from women of different classes, religions and castes,
both in the developed and the under-developed world. Singh's analysis makes reference to texts by
Indian and African women in India, the West, and in other Third World spaces with large Indian
communities, namely Africa and Burma.



desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee: The Fiction of South Asians in North America
and the Caribbean Mitali P. Wong, Zia Hasan, 2010-06-28 This study establishes connections
between the themes and methodologies of writers within the South Asian diaspora in the New
World, and serves both serious analysts as well as beginning readers of South Asian fiction. It is an
impartial study that analyzes the stylistic excellence of South Asian fiction and the clearly emergent
motifs of the writers, recognizing the value of the interplay of cultural differences and the need for
resolution of those differences. The book begins with a discussion of the works of Indo-Caribbean
novelists Samuel Selvon and V.S. Naipaul, author of A House for Mr. Biswas and The Enigma of
Arrival, thereby establishing parallels between the immigration patterns of the South Asian diaspora
who first emigrated to the Caribbean long before significant numbers of South Asians came to the
United States. Next, the fiction of Ruth Prawer Jhabvala (Heat and Dust), the non-fictional narratives
of Ved Mehta (Face to Face), and the satire and social criticism of Bharati Mukherjee (Wife) and
Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni (Sister of My Heart) are discussed. New literary voices such as those of
Bapsi Sidhwa (An American Brat), Pulitzer Prize winner Jhumpa Lahiri, whose characters, plots and
themes deal with universal human experiences, Akhil Sharma, Manil Suri and Samrat Upadhyay are
studied for the new directions and new methods they offer. A sub-genre of young adult fiction is
discovered in the novels of Dhan Gopal Mukerji, such as in his Gay-Neck: The Story of a Pigeon, and
more recently in the works of Mitali Perkins and Indi Rana. Recent expatriate novelists from South
Asia such as Anita Desai, Amitav Chosh, Vikram Chandra and the American editions of Vikram Seth's
novels are appraised together with contemporary Indo-Canadian novelists and Indo-Caribbean
novelists resident in Canada.

desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee: Proceedings of the Conference : Revisiting
Literature Through Culture Mr. P. Abubakkar Sithique, This book includes meticulous research
papers that focus on literature and culture. This research proceeding paints the reality of life in a
cultural overview. This collection has been brought out by the Department of English, st Joseph
College of Arts and Science, Vaikalipatti, Mettur, Tenkasi district, Tamil Nadu, India. Research
papers were contributed by participants from more than 8 states in India and more than 12 districts
in Tamilnadu. UG students, PG students, M. Phil scholars, PhD scholars, NET aspirants, faculty
members and academicians have contributed to this book. This book is an outcome of the Two Days
National Conference on 'Revisiting Literature through Culture', conducted on 21&22 September,
2023. By all means, it will remain a treasure of reference for the forthcoming researchers and
enthusiasts.

desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee: Security, Socialisation and Affect in Indian
Families Ira Raja, 2016-05-23 Sociological research on Indian families has largely focused on
questions of household form and structure, to the exclusion of not only the more nebulous
dimensions of family life and relationships but also the discursive and imagined aspects of our
familial worlds such as may be accessed through an analysis of film, literature and the electronic
media. Moreover, when sociological inquiry has sought to go beyond the demographic and census
aspects of the household, it has trained its eye on the heterosexual family centred on the conjugal
couple, frequently at the expense of those relational patterns and diversities that fall outside the
familiar circuits of desire within the family. The present volume brings together ten essays from a
range of disciplines including law, literature, anthropology, sociology, and queer studies, to engage
with hitherto neglected and emergent aspects of Indian family life. This book was published as a
special issue of South Asia: Journal of South Asian Studies.

desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee: Interpreting Homes in South Asian Literature
Malashri Lal, Sukrita Paul Kumar, 2007 Contributed articles.

desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee: Threads of Resonance: Narratives by Indian
Women Writing in English Dr.Bhagyalaxmi, 2025-03-29 Threads of Resonance: Narratives by
Indian Women Writing in English is a compelling anthology that brings together a diverse collection
of stories, essays, and poems penned by Indian women authors. This compilation delves into the
multifaceted experiences of Indian women, exploring themes such as identity, tradition, modernity,



and the intricate balance between personal desires and societal expectations. The narratives
traverse various landscapes, from bustling urban centers to serene rural settings, offering readers a
panoramic view of India's cultural and social milieu. The anthology features works from both
renowned and emerging writers, providing a platform for a multitude of voices and perspectives.
Each piece is a testament to the resilience, creativity, and introspection of Indian women, capturing
the essence of their struggles, triumphs, and everyday lives. Through rich storytelling and poetic
expression, Threads of Resonance not only entertains but also prompts reflection on the evolving
roles of women in contemporary Indian society.

desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee: Indian Diaspora Pravin Bhagwan Bhaskar,
2025-01-15 Borders give rise to the line of division, the suffering of homelessness, and the loss of
culture. The book masterfully ties together the stories of those who have been uprooted and have
endured humiliating experiences abroad, as well as the voyage of Indian writers who were
dispersed, including Jhumpa Lahiri, Kiran Desai and Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni. Moreover, the book
bears witness to the disadvantaged and disgraced migrants, refugees, and exiles who have used
their writing to highlight effectively the concerns related to migration.

desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee: Encyclopedia of Asian American Folklore
and Folklife Jonathan H. X. Lee, Kathleen Nadeau, 2010-12-21 This comprehensive compilation of
entries documents the origins, transmissions, and transformations of Asian American folklore and
folklife. Equally instructive and intriguing, the Encyclopedia of Asian American Folklore and Folklife
provides an illuminating overview of Asian American folklore as a way of life. Surveying the
histories, peoples, and cultures of numerous Asian American ethnic and cultural groups, the work
covers everything from ancient Asian folklore, folktales, and folk practices that have been
transmitted and transformed in America to new expressions of Asian American folklore and folktales
unique to the Asian American historical and contemporary experiences. The encyclopedia's three
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Topics and theories are examined from crosscultural and interdisciplinary perspectives to add to the
value of the work.

desirable daughters by bharati mukherjee: Post-National Enquiries Jopi Nyman, 2009-10-02
The studies collected in this volume address a variety of cultural narratives of diverse border
crossings. Through their focus on various historical and contemporary border phenomena in Europe
and the United States, the essays show that the border-crossing migrant challenges the view that
people belong to one particular nation-state and culture. The essays in the first part of the volume
explore of the problematics of “race” in theoretical and practical border crossings including the
theories of sociologist Paul Gilroy, multicultural casting in American theatre, and the fiction of James
Baldwin. In the second part the focus is on encounters with whiteness and problems of constructing
ethnic identity in the cinema of Elia Kazan, Jewish American fiction, and Toni Morrison’s most recent
novel A Mercy (2008). The third part of the volume explores the sites and practices of border by
providing case analyses of the Muslim veil in Europe and the Finnish-Russian border. The final part
of the volume is devoted to the problematization of borders in the fiction of the South Asian
American writer Bharati Mukherjee.
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