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Democracy and Its Critics Robert A. Dahl: Exploring the Depths of Democratic Theory

democracy and its critics robert a dahl is a phrase that invites us into a profound conversation
about the nature of democracy, its strengths, and its inherent challenges. Robert A. Dahl, a towering
figure in political science, has shaped much of our understanding of democratic theory through his
critical but hopeful examination of democracy’s real-world application. His work, particularly in the
book "Democracy and Its Critics," remains essential reading for anyone interested in how democracy
functions, what it promises, and where it falls short.

In this article, we'll delve into Dahl's insights, the key criticisms he addresses, and what his analysis
means for the future of democratic governance. Along the way, we'll unpack important concepts
such as pluralism, political equality, and the practical limits of democratic institutions. Whether
you're a student, a political enthusiast, or simply curious about how democracy can be improved,
Dahl’s work offers invaluable perspectives.

Who Was Robert A. Dahl and Why Does He Matter?

Before diving into the substance of "Democracy and Its Critics," it's worth understanding who
Robert A. Dahl was. Born in 1915, Dahl was an American political theorist whose career spanned
decades, during which he profoundly influenced the study of democracy and political power. His
approach was empirical and normative, blending rigorous research with normative questions about
justice and equality.

Dahl is best known for advancing the pluralist theory of democracy. Unlike simplistic models that
assume either total control by the majority or dominance by elites, Dahl’s pluralism suggests
democracy works through the competition and cooperation of multiple interest groups. This idea
remains central to contemporary debates on democratic participation and representation.

Understanding "Democracy and Its Critics”

Published in 1989, "Democracy and Its Critics" is Dahl’s attempt to address the main criticisms
levelled at democratic systems while refining his own theory. The book is both a defense and critique
of democracy, where Dahl acknowledges democracy's imperfections but argues that it remains the
best political system we have.

The Core Arguments of Dahl’s Work

Dahl sets out to answer a simple but complex question: What is democracy, and how well does it
work? His analysis covers:

- The definition of democracy as a system based on effective participation, voting equality,



enlightened understanding, and control of the agenda.
- The importance of political equality, where every citizen’s preferences should carry equal weight.
- The practical challenges, such as ensuring informed participation and protecting minority rights.

One of Dahl’s key contributions is his concept of "polyarchy," which describes modern representative
democracies as systems where power is dispersed among various groups and officials, allowing for
competition and participation but falling short of the ideal of direct democracy.

Addressing Critics: What Are the Main Challenges?

Dahl was keenly aware of the many criticisms directed at democracy, and he tackled them head-on:

- **Tyranny of the Majority:** Critics argue that democracy can lead to the oppression of minorities
by majority rule. Dahl recognized this risk but believed constitutional safequards and pluralism
mitigate it.

- **Voter Ignorance and Apathy:** Many skeptics claim that citizens are uninformed or disengaged,
which undermines democratic legitimacy. Dahl agreed this was a problem but argued that improving
education and political institutions could help.

- **Elite Domination:** Some critics say that true power lies with elites, not the people. Dahl’s
pluralist model accepts that elites exist but maintains that competition among groups prevents any
one elite from monopolizing power.

- *Complexity and Scale:** In large modern societies, direct participation is impossible, raising
questions about how democratic a representative system really is. Dahl’s polyarchy tries to reconcile
this by highlighting the role of institutions that facilitate accountability and participation.

The Significance of Pluralism in Dahl’s Democratic
Theory

One of the most influential aspects of Dahl’s work is his emphasis on pluralism. Unlike classic
majoritarian models, pluralism acknowledges the diversity of interests and power centers in society.

What Does Pluralism Mean for Democracy?

Pluralism suggests that democracy isn’t about a single “will of the people” but about balancing
multiple, often competing interests through negotiation and compromise. This process ensures that
no single group dominates indefinitely and that policies reflect a range of societal needs.

This perspective is crucial when considering the criticisms of democracy, especially regarding elite
control and voter disengagement. By emphasizing multiple centers of power and active citizen
engagement through interest groups, Dahl offers a more nuanced and realistic picture of democratic
governance.



Challenges to Pluralism Today

While pluralism remains a powerful lens, modern developments raise questions:

- The rise of powerful lobbying groups and corporate interests can skew pluralistic competition.
- Social media and information silos may fragment public discourse, limiting true pluralistic debate.
- Economic inequality can translate into political inequality, challenging the ideal of equal influence.

Dahl’s framework encourages us to think critically about these trends and explore how democratic
institutions might adapt.

Democracy and Its Critics Robert A. Dahl: Relevance in
Contemporary Politics

The questions Dahl raised decades ago remain highly relevant today. In an era marked by political
polarization, debates over voter rights, and concerns about misinformation, his work offers
foundational insights.

Why Dahl’s Ideas Matter Now

- **Protecting Political Equality:** Dahl’s emphasis on political equality is a reminder that democracy
depends not just on elections but on ensuring all voices can be heard equally.

- **Institutional Design:** His insights into polyarchy highlight the importance of building
institutions that balance participation with effective governance.

- **Engagement and Education:** Addressing voter apathy and ignorance remains critical,
underscoring the need for civic education and transparent communication.

Applying Dahl’s Critiques to Modern Challenges

Taking Dahl’s critiques seriously means:

- Strengthening checks and balances to prevent majority tyranny without stifling democratic
decision-making.

- Encouraging pluralistic competition by supporting diverse civil society organizations.

- Reforming electoral systems to enhance fairness and representation.

- Combating misinformation to ensure citizens can make enlightened choices.

Lessons from Robert A. Dahl for Future Democracies

Dahl’s work is both a critique and a roadmap. It acknowledges democracy's flaws but maintains hope
for improvement through deliberate institutional design and active citizen participation.



Actions to Enhance Democratic Practice

- **Expand political participation:** Lower barriers to voting and promote inclusivity.

- *Improve transparency:** Make government actions more open to public scrutiny.

- ¥*Support pluralism:** Encourage the growth of diverse interest groups and civic organizations.
- **Educate voters:** Invest in civic education to foster informed engagement.

By embracing these lessons, societies can strive toward Dahl’s vision of a more robust, equitable
democracy.

Exploring democracy through the lens of Robert A. Dahl’s "Democracy and Its Critics" invites us to
grapple with the complexities and contradictions inherent in democratic governance. His thoughtful
balance of theory and empirical observation challenges us not only to critique democracy but to
actively participate in its ongoing evolution. As democratic systems worldwide face unprecedented
challenges, Dahl’s ideas remain a beacon guiding us toward more inclusive and resilient political
futures.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Robert A. Dahl and why is he significant in the study of
democracy?

Robert A. Dahl was a political scientist known for his extensive work on democracy. He is significant
for his analysis of democratic theory and practice, particularly his concept of polyarchy as a form of
modern democracy.

What is the main thesis of Robert A. Dahl's book 'Democracy
and Its Critics'?

The main thesis of 'Democracy and Its Critics' is that democracy, despite its imperfections, remains
the most viable political system for ensuring freedom and equality. Dahl addresses various criticisms
and defends democratic governance by refining the concept of polyarchy.

How does Robert A. Dahl define democracy in 'Democracy and
Its Critics'?

Dahl defines democracy as a political system characterized by effective participation, voting
equality, enlightened understanding, control of the agenda, and inclusion of all adults. These criteria
form the foundation of his ideal democratic process.

What are some key criticisms of democracy that Dahl



discusses in his book?

Dahl discusses criticisms such as democracy being inefficient, susceptible to majority tyranny,
vulnerable to manipulation by elites, and potentially leading to instability. He examines these
critiques and evaluates their validity.

How does Dahl respond to the criticism that democracy leads
to majority tyranny?

Dahl argues that democratic institutions and constitutional safeguards can mitigate majority tyranny
by protecting minority rights and ensuring checks and balances within the political system.

What is the concept of polyarchy according to Robert A. Dahl?

Polyarchy is a form of government Dahl describes as a practical realization of democracy,
characterized by high levels of participation and contestation, competitive elections, and inclusive
suffrage, though it falls short of the ideal democracy.

In what ways does 'Democracy and Its Critics' address the
challenges of democratic governance in large, complex
societies?

Dahl acknowledges that large societies pose challenges for democratic participation and decision-
making. He suggests institutions and practices that enhance representation, decentralization, and
access to information to overcome these challenges.

How has 'Democracy and Its Critics' influenced contemporary
political theory?

The book has influenced contemporary political theory by providing a nuanced defense of
democracy, inspiring further research on democratic institutions, and framing debates about
democratic reforms and the balance between freedom and equality.

What role does pluralism play in Dahl’s understanding of
democracy?

Pluralism is central to Dahl’s understanding of democracy as it ensures multiple groups have the
opportunity to influence political decision-making, preventing domination by any single faction and
promoting inclusiveness and contestation.

How does Dahl’s work address the tension between democratic
ideals and real-world political practices?

Dahl acknowledges the gap between democratic ideals and reality but argues for continuous
improvement of democratic institutions. He emphasizes pragmatic approaches to enhance
participation, fairness, and accountability while recognizing practical limitations.



Additional Resources

Democracy and Its Critics Robert A Dahl: A Critical Examination of Democratic Theory
democracy and its critics robert a dahl remains a pivotal subject in political science, especially
considering the evolving nature of democratic governance worldwide. Robert A. Dahl, one of the
preeminent political theorists of the 20th century, profoundly shaped the discourse surrounding
democracy through his seminal work, *Democracy and Its Critics*. This book, published in 1989,
continues to serve as a foundational text for understanding the strengths and vulnerabilities of

democratic systems. Dahl's nuanced examination offers invaluable insights into the mechanisms of
democracy, the challenges it faces, and the legitimacy of its critics.

Understanding Dahl’s Framework of Democracy

Robert A. Dahl’s analysis hinges on defining what constitutes a democratic system. He famously
conceptualized democracy through the lens of "polyarchy," a term he coined to describe a political
system characterized by high inclusiveness and public contestation. According to Dahl, polyarchies
are the practical realization of democracy, given that perfect democracy in its ideal form is
unattainable.
Dahl outlines two essential dimensions of polyarchy:

e Public Contestation: The degree to which citizens can openly compete for political power,

including freedoms of speech, association, and press.

¢ Inclusiveness: The extent to which the population is allowed to participate in the political
process, typically through voting rights.

These criteria form the foundation for his assessment of democratic regimes and serve as the basis
for evaluating democratic quality across different nations.

Democracy’s Core Principles and Dahl’s Criteria

Dahl’s work identifies several core principles that democratic governments must uphold:

1. Effective Participation: Citizens must have equal opportunities to express their preferences.
2. Voting Equality: All votes should carry equal weight.

3. Enlightened Understanding: Citizens should be informed and capable of making decisions
based on relevant information.

4. Control of the Agenda: Citizens must have the opportunity to decide which political issues



are up for discussion.

5. Inclusion of Adults: Adult citizens must be included in the democratic process.

These criteria highlight the rigorous standards Dahl believes are necessary for a functioning
democracy and provide a metric against which to measure actual political systems.

Critiques Explored in Democracy and Its Critics Robert
A Dahl

While Dahl is a staunch advocate for democracy, his book also carefully considers the critiques
leveled against democratic governance. These critics challenge democracy on various
grounds—efficiency, effectiveness, and susceptibility to manipulation.

Efficiency vs. Democratic Process

One common criticism Dahl addresses is that democracies are inherently inefficient compared to
authoritarian regimes. Critics argue that the need for consensus, debate, and compromise slows
decision-making, especially in times of crisis. Dahl acknowledges this downside but counters that the
benefits of inclusive participation and legitimacy outweigh the costs of slower governance.

Elitism and Pluralism

Another critical perspective concerns the role of elites in democratic societies. Dahl engages with
elite theory, which suggests that real power is concentrated in the hands of a small group rather
than dispersed among the populace. However, his concept of polyarchy embraces pluralism—the
presence of multiple competing interest groups that prevent any single elite from dominating
entirely.

This pluralist view remains influential in contemporary discussions of democracy, especially in
analyzing lobbying, media influence, and the role of civil society.

Democracy’s Vulnerability to Manipulation

Dahl also confronts concerns about the susceptibility of democratic processes to manipulation by
misinformation, unequal access to resources, and voter apathy. He underscores the importance of an
informed electorate and institutional safeguards to protect the democratic ideal.

By highlighting these vulnerabilities, Dahl’s work remains relevant in the context of modern
challenges such as fake news, social media influence, and political polarization.



The Legacy of Democracy and Its Critics Robert A Dahl
in Contemporary Political Science

Dahl’s *Democracy and Its Critics* continues to influence scholars, policymakers, and activists
striving to understand and improve democratic governance. Its analytical framework offers a
balanced view that neither idealizes democracy nor dismisses its shortcomings.

Comparative Democratization and Dahl’s Influence

In comparative politics, Dahl’s criteria for polyarchy are often used to assess the democratic quality
of regimes worldwide. For example, Freedom House’s annual reports on political rights and civil
liberties reflect many of Dahl’s principles, such as inclusiveness and contestation.

His work also informs debates on democratization processes, illustrating why some countries
transition successfully while others struggle with authoritarian relapse.

Democracy in the Age of Globalization and Technology

Modern political scientists apply Dahl’s insights to new challenges posed by globalization and
technological advancements. The rise of digital platforms has amplified both democratic
participation and the risks Dahl identified, such as misinformation and unequal influence.

By revisiting Dahl’s framework, scholars explore how democratic institutions can adapt to preserve
core democratic values amid rapid societal change.

Key Takeaways from Democracy and Its Critics Robert
A Dahl

e Dahl’s concept of polyarchy provides a practical model for democracy, focusing on public
contestation and inclusiveness.

e He establishes five key criteria for democratic legitimacy, emphasizing participation, equality,
and informed decision-making.

e The book critically engages with democracy’s weaknesses, including inefficiency, elite
dominance, and manipulation risks.

e Dahl’s analytical approach bridges theory and empirical research, making it indispensable for
contemporary political science.

e His work underscores the ongoing need to strengthen democratic institutions in the face of
modern challenges.



Through *Democracy and Its Critics*, Robert A. Dahl challenges readers to reconsider the
complexities of democracy beyond simplistic praise or condemnation. His balanced perspective
encourages ongoing reflection on how democratic ideals can be realized in practice, even amid
inevitable imperfections and external pressures. As democratic societies navigate the 21st century,
Dahl’s insights remain a vital compass for both critique and hope.

Democracy And Its Critics Robert A Dahl

democracy and its critics robert a dahl: Democracy and Its Critics Robert A. Dahl,
2008-10-01 In this prize-winning book, one of the most prominent political theorists of our time
makes a major statement about what democracy is and why it is important. Robert Dahl examines
the most basic assumptions of democratic theory, tests them against the questions raised by its
critics, and recasts the theory of democracy into a new and coherent whole. He concludes by
discussing the directions in which democracy must move if advanced democratic states are to exist
in the future. “When Robert Dahl speaks about democracy, everyone should listen. With Democracy
and Its Critics Dahl has produced a work destined to become another classic.”—Lucian W. Pye,
American Political Science Review “In this magisterial work [Dahl]... describe[s] what democracy
means...; why our own democracy is still deeply flawed; and how we could reform it.... A work of
extraordinary intelligence and, what is even rarer, a work of extraordinary wisdom.”—Robert N.
Bellah, New York Times Book Review

democracy and its critics robert a dahl: Democracy and Its Critics Robert Alan Dahl, 1989
Discusses the history and nature of democracy, defends it against alternative forms of government,
and suggests how it must change in the future

democracy and its critics robert a dahl: An Analysis of Robert A. Dahl's Democracy and Its
Critics Astrid Noren Nilsson, Elizabeth Morrow, Riley Quinn, 2017-07-05 There are few better
examples of analysis - the critical thinking skill of understanding how an argument is built - than
Robert Dahl’s Democracy and its Critics. In this work, the American political theorist closely
analyzes the democratic political system and then evaluates whether the arguments that are in favor
of it are, in fact, rigorous. Dahl sets out to describe democracy’s merits and problems, asking if it
really is the worthwhile political system we believe it to be. Knowing that the idea of democracy is
now almost universally popular, his detailed analysis leads him to look at a number of regimes that
claim to be democratic but do not, in truth, practice democracy. But Dahl is not only interested in
uncovering uncomfortable truths. He goes further and creates a set of standards by which we can all
decide whether a country really is democratic. Dahl’s analysis of the evidence leads him to conclude
that the following criteria must be met for a regime to be considered truly democratic: elected
officials control policy-making; there are free and fair elections of officials; everyone must have a
right to vote; everyone has the right to run for office; there is freedom of speech; alternative
information is available; and people can form free, independent political groups.

democracy and its critics robert a dahl: Democracy and Its Critics Robert Alan Dahl,
1989-01-01 In this prize-winning book, one of the most prominent political theorists of our time
makes a major statement about what democracy is and why it is important. Robert Dahl examines
the most basic assumptions of democratic theory, tests them against the questions raised by its
critics, and recasts the theory of democracy into a new and coherent whole. He concludes by
discussing the direction in which democracy must move if advanced democratic states are to exist in
the future.

democracy and its critics robert a dahl: Democratic Justice lan Shapiro, 1999-01-01
Democracy and justice are often mutually antagonistic ideas, but in this innovative book Ian Shapiro



https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-194/democracy-and-its-critics-robert-a-dahl.pdf

shows how and why they should be pursued together. Justice must be sought democratically if it is
to garner legitimacy in the modern world, he claims, and democracy must be justice-promoting if it
is to sustain allegiance over time. Democratic Justice meets these criteria, offering an attractive
vision of a practical path to a better future. Wherever power is exercised in human affairs, Shapiro
argues, the lack of democracy will be experienced as injustice. The challenge is to democratize
social relations so as to diminish injustice, but to do this in ways that are compatible with people's
values and goals. Shapiro shows how this can be done in different phases of the human life cycle,
from childhood through the adult worlds of work and domestic life, retirement, old age, and
approaching death. He spells out the implications for pressing debates about authority over
children, the law of marriage and divorce, population control, governing the firm, basic income
guarantees, health insurance, retirement policies, and decisions made by and for the infirm elderly.
This refreshing encounter between political philosophy and practical politics will interest all those
who aspire to bequeath a more just world to our children than the one we have inherited.

democracy and its critics robert a dahl: The Political Theory Reader Paul Schumaker,
2010-02-22 Utilizing 100 key readings, The Political Theory Reader explores the rich tradition of
ideas that shape the way we live and the great issues in political theory today. Allows students to see
how competing ideological viewpoints think about the same political issues Provides readers with
direct access to authors covered in the From Ideologies to Public Philosophies text Facilitates
discussions by having readings arranged thematically throughout text Extracts of works specifically
chosen to focus on topics central to issues covered in chapters.

democracy and its critics robert a dahl: The First Democracies Eric W. Robinson, 1997
Athens is often considered to have been the birth place of democracy but there were many
democracies in Greece during the Archaic and Classical periods and this is a study of the other
democratic states. Robinson begins by discussing ancient and modern definitions of democracy, he
then examines Greek terminology, investigates the evidence for other early democratic states and
draws conclusions about its emergence.

democracy and its critics robert a dahl: The Routledge Dictionary of Twentieth-century
Political Thinkers Robert Benewick, Philip Green, 1998 It presents the ideas, concepts, and
doctrines of leading social scientists, philosophers, economists, and great personalities who
influenced 20th century political thought and action.

democracy and its critics robert a dahl: Hyperdemocracy S. Welch, 2013-10-24 This book
argues that a well-educated citizenry and freer flow of information has contributed to a state of
hyperdemocracy which impedes itself. This book applies the idea of 'reflexive modernization' to
democratic theory, setting out a new perspective on the challenges democracy faces.

democracy and its critics robert a dahl: Robert A. Dahl David Baldwin, Mark Haugaard,
2017-10-02 This book is devoted to the work of Robert A. Dahl, who passed away in 2014. Dahl was
one of the most important American political scientists and normative democratic theorists of the
post-war era, and he was also an influential teacher who mentored some of the most significant
academics of the next two generations of American political science. As an incredibly productive
scholar he had a career that spanned more than half a century, his first book was published in 1950
his last was in 2007 at the age of 92. As a political scientist, he was respected even by those who
were critical of his works. This theoretical significance and profound influence is reflected in the
collection of chapters in this volume, which reads like a ‘who’s who’ of the contemporary US political
science scene. His co-author Bruce Stinebrickner documents the evolution of his and Dahl’s seminal
text, Modern Political Analysis and how it became the standard introduction to American political
science for nearly fifty years. Katharine MacKinnon’s chapter is of significance for its insights upon
Dahl and also represents a succinct statement of a feminist reading and critique of contemporary
political science. Steven Lukes contributes a highly concise statement of the difference between
one-dimensional and three-dimensional power. This work will be a standard reference work for any
researchers or those interested in the work of Robert Dahl, among both established academics and
students. This book was originally published as a special issue of the Journal of Political Power.




democracy and its critics robert a dahl: Robustness and Fragility of Political Orders Richard
Ned Lebow, Ludvig Norman, 2022-11-24 This volume focuses on the assessments political actors
make of the relative fragility and robustness of political orders. The core argument developed and
explored throughout its different chapters is that such assessments are subjective and informed by
contextually specific historical experiences that have important implications for how leaders
respond. Their responses, in turn, feed into processes by which political orders change. The
volume's contributions span analyses of political orders at the state, regional and global levels. They
demonstrate that assessments of fragility and robustness have important policy implications but that
the accuracy of assessments can only be known with certainty ex post facto. The volume will appeal
to scholars and advanced students of international relations and comparative politics working on
national and international orders.

democracy and its critics robert a dahl: Voice and Equality Sidney Verba, Kay Lehman
Schlozman, Henry E. Brady, 1995-09-26 This book confirms the idea put forth by Tocqueville that
American democracy is rooted in civic voluntarism—citizens’ involvement in family, work, school,
and religion, as well as in their political participation as voters, campaigners, protesters, or
community activists. The authors analyze civic activity with a massive survey of 15,000 people.

democracy and its critics robert a dahl: Democratic Elitism Natasha Piano, 2025 Natasha
Piano argues that the Italian School of Elitism--comprising Pareto, Mosca, and Michels--has been
consistently misread. These thinkers did not, as alleged, oppose electoral politics. Rather, they saw
elections as just one component of democracy and warned that equating the two leaves publics
disillusioned and vulnerable to elite capture.

democracy and its critics robert a dahl: The Cambridge Companion to Rawls Samuel
Richard Freeman, 2003 Each volume of this series of companions to major philosophers contains
specially commissioned essays by an international team of scholars and will serve as a reference
work for students and nonspecialists. John Rawls is the most significant and influential philosopher
and moral philosopher of the twentieth century. His work has profoundly shaped contemporary
discussions of social, political and economic justice in philosophy, law, political science, economics
and other social disciplines. In this exciting collection of essays, many of the world's leading political
and moral theorists discuss the full range of Rawls's contribution to the concepts of political and
economic justice, democracy, liberalism, constitutionalism, and international justice. There are also
assessments of Rawls's controversial relationships with feminism, utilitarianism and
communitarianism. New readers will find this to be an accessible guide to Rawls. Advanced students
and specialists will find a conspectus of developments in the interpretation of Rawls.

democracy and its critics robert a dahl: Transitional Justice in Established Democracies S.
Winter, 2014-03-21 Truth commissions, apologies, and reparations are just some of the transitional
justice mechanisms embraced by established democracies. This groundbreaking exploration of
political theory explains how these forms of state redress repair the damage state wrongdoing
inflicts upon political legitimacy.

democracy and its critics robert a dahl: Philosophy and the Reconstruction of Culture John ]J.
Stuhr, 1993-08-03 A collection of 16 essays that expand and develop American pragmatism as
expounded by John Dewey (1859-1952), based on the assertion that philosophy does have an impact
on ordinary people. Among the titles are democracy as cooperative inquiry, validating women's
experiences pragmatically, and liberal irony and social reform. Paper edition (unseen), $19.95.
Annotation copyright by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR

democracy and its critics robert a dahl: Insights of Administrative Thinkers Anupama Puri
Mahajan, 2025-03-27 This book offers a lucid and comprehensive account of the contributions of
eminent theorists to the study of public administration and management. It introduces its readers to
the works of 32 esteemed thinkers in the field of administrative theories. It provides life sketches of
all the thinkers along with an outline of their contributions and a critical discussion of their seminal
work. With a focused emphasis on individual thinkers, this volume covers all the major
administrative theories that have evolved over the last 600 years, such as the oriental, classical, and




administrative schools of thought, organisational humanism, and public choice theories of
administration. The impact of postmodernism, poststructuralism and critical social theory on public
administration has also been analysed in the context of their relevance to the modern world. Written
as per the prescribed curriculum, the book will serve as a helpful companion for undergraduate and
postgraduate students of public administration and political science. It will be useful to students,
researchers and teachers of public administration, public policy, political science, and management.
The book will also be an invaluable companion to policymakers in the government sector as it will
strengthen their conceptual understanding of the subject.

democracy and its critics robert a dahl: Democratic Theory James L. Hyland, 1995 In this
philosophically sophisticated textbook analysis of democracy, J. L. Hyland explores in depth the
concept which has come to reign supreme in the pantheon of political ideas. He examines
systematically the major topics and problems of democratic theory: the nature of democracy,
majoritarianism, democracy and individual freedom, power and the relationship between
socioeconomic factors and political equality. In assessing the work of the major democratic theorists,
whose accounts frequently conflict, the author seeks to answer the central questions surrounding
the subject: What is democracy? What values does it provide? Can democracy fulfil its promise, or is
it an unachievable goal to which we merely pay lip-service? Is democracy always justified? What are
the counter-democratic features of modern society?

democracy and its critics robert a dahl: Political Sociology - The State of the Art Subrata
K. Mitra, Malte Pehl, Clemes Spiess, 2009-12-09 The World of Political Science - New volumes The
book traces the disciplinary development of political sociology and the transdisciplinary research
into the overlapping issues involving politics and society. The contributions cover overviews of the
history, methodological and theoretical development of this academic discipline. Successes as well
as failures in past, unexplored areas and salient issues in ongoing research are also highlighted.
From the Contents: Subrata K. Mitra and Malte Pehl, Taking Stock of Political Sociology Dirk
Berg-Schlosser, Political Culture at a Crossroads? Kay Lawson and Mildred Schwartz, Parties,
Interest Groups and Social Movements: Shall Change be Mid - wife to Truth? Eva Etzioni-Halevy,
Socio-Political Inequalities: Elites, Classes and Democracy Prakash Sarangi, Contemporary
Approaches to the Study of the State Jan van Deth, Political Sociology: Old Concerns and New
Directions

democracy and its critics robert a dahl: Political Leadership in Liberal and Democratic
Theory Joseph Femia, Andras Korosényi, Gabriella Slomp, 2016-08-22 The working hypothesis of this
book is that the issue of leadership is neglected by mainstream democratic and liberal theories. This
deficiency has especially become evident in the last three or four decades, which have witnessed a
revival of deontological liberalism and radical theories of participatory and ‘deliberative' democracy.
The contributors examine, discuss and evaluate descriptive, analytical and normative arguments
regarding the role of leadership in liberal and democratic theory. The volume seeks to provoke
debate and to foster new research on the significance and function of leaders in liberal democracies.
The book (as a whole and in its constitutive chapters) works on two levels. First, it aims to expose
the lack of systematic treatment of leadership in mainstream liberal and democratic theory. Second,
it explores the reasons for this neglect. Overall, the book tries to convince the reader that liberal and
democratic theories should revive the issue of leadership.
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