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David Attenborough A Life on Our Planet Answer Key: Unlocking the Documentary’s Core Messages

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key is a phrase that many educators, students, and
nature enthusiasts are searching for as they engage with this powerful documentary. Sir David
Attenborough’s “A Life on Our Planet” is not just a film; it’s a profound witness statement and a call to
action regarding the state of our planet’s biodiversity and the urgent need for environmental
conservation. For those looking to fully grasp the documentary’s themes, key facts, and reflective
questions, having an “answer key” or guide can be incredibly helpful to deepen understanding and

inspire meaningful change.

In this article, we’ll explore what the “answer key” to David Attenborough’s groundbreaking film
entails, unpack the major themes, and provide insights into how viewers can connect with the
documentary on a more informed level. Whether you’re using the film in an educational setting or
simply want to enhance your own comprehension, this comprehensive guide will illuminate the

essential takeaways.

Understanding David Attenborough’s “A Life on Our Planet”

David Attenborough’s “A Life on Our Planet” is both a personal reflection and a global environmental
report. Released in 2020, the documentary captures Attenborough’s lifetime of observations about the
dramatic decline in wildlife and natural habitats he has witnessed firsthand. The film is structured
around three pivotal elements: the past (where we once were), the present (where we are now), and

the future (where we might be headed).



The Purpose Behind the Documentary

At its core, “A Life on Our Planet” aims to raise awareness about humanity’s impact on Earth’s
ecosystems while offering hope through actionable solutions. Attenborough does not merely present
bleak statistics; instead, he stresses the power of human innovation and responsibility to restore

balance to our planet.

Why an Answer Key Matters

Many educators use this documentary as a teaching tool in classrooms and environmental programs.
The “david attenborough a life on our planet answer key” refers to the set of explanations, discussion
prompts, and factual clarifications that help viewers engage critically with the content. It helps clarify
complex topics such as biodiversity loss, climate change, deforestation, and sustainable living, making

the documentary’s lessons more accessible.

Core Themes Explored in the Answer Key

When delving into the answer key for this documentary, certain themes stand out due to their

importance and recurrence throughout the film.

Biodiversity and Its Decline

One of the most striking messages is the rapid loss of biodiversity. Attenborough highlights how, within
his lifetime, wildlife populations have declined by more than two-thirds. The answer key helps unpack
terms like “species extinction,” “habitat loss,” and “ecosystem services,” explaining why each is

essential to the planet’s health.



The Role of Human Activity

The documentary underscores how human activities such as industrialization, agriculture, and urban
expansion have altered the natural world. The answer key elaborates on the connection between
carbon emissions, deforestation, and climate change, providing context for the alarming trends

Attenborough describes.

Hope Through Restoration and Sustainability

Despite the urgent warnings, Attenborough offers hope through examples of rewilding, renewable
energy, and sustainable farming practices. The answer key often points to these solutions as critical
takeaways, encouraging viewers to consider how these approaches can be applied locally and

globally.

Key Insights Found in the David Attenborough A Life on Our

Planet Answer Key

To get the most out of the documentary, here are several key insights often highlighted in educational

answer keys:
¢ Historical Perspective Matters: Understanding how ecosystems once thrived helps us appreciate
what’s been lost and what can be regained.

e Interconnectedness of Life: Every species plays a vital role, and losing one can trigger cascading

effects on others.



¢ Human Responsibility: The film emphasizes that while human activity has caused damage,

humans also have the power to heal the planet.

¢ Urgency of Action: Delay in addressing environmental issues could lead to irreversible

consequences.

These insights help viewers not only absorb the facts but also reflect on their personal impact and

potential contributions to conservation efforts.

How to Use the Answer Key Effectively

If you are an educator or someone studying the film, the answer key can be a powerful tool to facilitate

conversations and critical thinking. Here are some tips:

1. Watch the Documentary First: Experience the emotional and visual impact without interruption.

2. Review the Answer Key Afterward: Use it to clarify complex concepts and verify understanding.

3. Engage in Group Discussions: Encourage sharing different perspectives on the film’s messages.

4. Connect to Local Contexts: Relate global issues to community-level environmental challenges

and solutions.



Additional Resources Linked to the Documentary

To complement the “david attenborough a life on our planet answer key,” many viewers explore

related materials, which enrich comprehension and engagement.

Books and Companion Texts

David Attenborough’s book titled *A Life on Our Planet* serves as an excellent companion, providing
additional detail and personal anecdotes. The answer key often references specific chapters that align

with the documentary’s segments.

Interactive Educational Guides

Several environmental organizations have developed worksheets, quizzes, and interactive lessons

based on the film’s content. These tools help solidify knowledge and apply it in practical ways.

Documentary Follow-Ups and Interviews

Attenborough’s interviews and panel discussions about the documentary offer further insights into his
views and the steps needed to protect the planet. These resources can be part of a well-rounded

study approach.

Why David Attenborough’s Message Resonates So Deeply

Beyond the scientific data, what makes “A Life on Our Planet” so compelling is Attenborough’s unique



voice and credibility. With a career spanning over six decades, he has withessed environmental

changes firsthand, making his testimony both poignant and authoritative.

The answer key often highlights how Attenborough’s storytelling blends emotion with facts, making the
environmental issues accessible and urgent for audiences of all ages. His gentle yet firm tone invites

viewers not to despair but to act, fostering a sense of hope grounded in knowledge.

By using the answer key to fully unpack these nuances, viewers can better appreciate the

documentary’s power and relevance in today’s world.

As more people engage with “A Life on Our Planet,” the associated answer key becomes an
invaluable resource for transforming awareness into action. It bridges the gap between watching a
documentary and living out its lessons, encouraging a more informed and proactive relationship with

our planet.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'David Attenborough: A Life on Our Planet
answer key?

The main theme is the urgent need for environmental conservation and the impact of human activity

on the planet's ecosystems, accompanied by solutions to restore Earth's biodiversity.

How does the answer key help viewers understand 'A Life on Our

Planet'?

The answer key provides detailed explanations and insights into the documentary's content, helping

viewers grasp complex environmental issues and the significance of Attenborough's message.



What topics are covered in the 'A Life on Our Planet’ answer key?

It covers topics such as climate change, species extinction, habitat destruction, sustainable living, and

the role humans play in shaping the planet's future.

Why is 'David Attenborough: A Life on Our Planet' considered
important for environmental education?

Because it combines Attenborough's firsthand experience with compelling visuals and data to

effectively communicate the severity of environmental crises and inspire action.

Can the answer key be used for educational purposes?

Yes, the answer key is designed to support educators and students in understanding the
documentary's themes, facilitating discussions and learning about environmental science and

conservation.

Additional Resources

David Attenborough A Life on Our Planet Answer Key: An Analytical Review

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key is a phrase increasingly sought by educators,
environmentalists, and documentary enthusiasts who wish to delve deeper into the content and themes
presented in the critically acclaimed documentary “David Attenborough: A Life on Our Planet.” This
answer key serves as a guide to understanding the film’s narrative arc, ecological insights, and urgent
calls to action, making it a valuable tool for those aiming to engage with the documentary on a more

profound level.

The documentary, released in 2020, serves not only as a memoir of Sir David Attenborough’s
illustrious career but also as a stark environmental witness statement. It chronicles the dramatic

changes witnessed on Earth’s ecosystems over the course of his lifetime. As viewers seek



comprehensive frameworks to analyze this work, the david attenborough a life on our planet answer
key addresses pivotal questions and thematic elements, facilitating enriched comprehension and

discussion.

In-depth Analysis of "David Attenborough: A Life on Our

Planet"

At its core, "A Life on Our Planet" intertwines personal narrative with empirical data to illustrate the
planet’s shifting environmental landscape. The david attenborough a life on our planet answer key
identifies key moments in the documentary that highlight the dire consequences of human activity,
including deforestation, species extinction, and climate change. It further outlines the potential

pathways for ecological restoration that Attenborough proposes.

The documentary distinguishes itself by juxtaposing the beauty of the planet’s biodiversity with the
stark evidence of degradation. The answer key helps decode complex scientific data presented in the
film, such as the alarming decline in wildlife populations, which have decreased by approximately 60%
since 1970 according to the World Wildlife Fund—a statistic prominently featured. This statistic
underscores the urgency behind Attenborough’s message and serves as a focal point in the answer

key to emphasize the scale of environmental loss.

Key Themes Explored Through the Answer Key

The david attenborough a life on our planet answer key systematically breaks down several core

themes:

¢ Impact of Human Population Growth: The film documents how the human population explosion

has directly correlated with increased environmental pressure. The answer key references



specific segments where Attenborough discusses the doubling of the global population within his

lifetime and its implications on natural habitats.

 Loss of Biodiversity: The answer key elaborates on the examples of species decline, highlighting

affected ecosystems such as coral reefs, rainforests, and the Arctic. It also points to the

interconnectedness of species and the cascading effects of biodiversity loss.

e Climate Change and Its Consequences: Attenborough’s narrative connects rising global

temperatures with melting ice caps and extreme weather patterns. The answer key aids viewers

in understanding these scientific correlations and their long-term implications.

e Hope Through Restoration: Perhaps the most distinctive aspect emphasized in the answer key is

the documentary’s focus on solutions—reforestation, sustainable agriculture, and renewable

energy. It outlines Attenborough’s vision for an ecological recovery if humanity acts promptly.

Comparative Perspective with Other Environmental Documentaries

In analyzing the david attenborough a life on our planet answer key, it is valuable to compare the
documentary’s approach with other significant works in the environmental genre. Unlike films that
solely present doom and gloom, Attenborough’s documentary combines a reflective, personal

perspective with actionable optimism. The answer key highlights this balanced narrative approach,

which may be contrasted with more alarmist documentaries that focus predominantly on crises without

offering tangible solutions.

Additionally, the answer key details the documentary’s use of high-definition cinematography and

compelling storytelling, which enhance its educational impact. It provides guidance on how these

elements serve to engage diverse audiences, from school groups to policy-makers, thereby broadening

the film’s reach and influence.



Utilizing the David Attenborough A Life on Our Planet Answer

Key in Education

The answer key is particularly useful for educators incorporating the documentary into environmental
science curricula. It facilitates critical thinking by supplying discussion prompts and clarifying scientific
terminology. For instance, terms like “carbon footprint,” “ecosystem services,” and “planetary

boundaries” are unpacked, ensuring learners grasp the documentary’s complex concepts.
This educational utility extends beyond the classroom. Environmental organizations and advocacy
groups rely on the answer key to structure workshops, seminars, and community dialogues. By framing

the documentary’s content within a question-and-answer format, the answer key fosters interactive

learning and community engagement.

Pros and Cons of Relying on the Answer Key

While the david attenborough a life on our planet answer key offers numerous advantages, it is

important to consider its limitations:

¢ Pros:

o

Enhances comprehension of complex environmental issues.

[¢]

Supports structured discussion and critical analysis.

[¢]

Bridges scientific data with narrative storytelling.

[¢]

Encourages proactive thinking about sustainability solutions.



e Cons:
o May oversimplify nuanced scientific debates for accessibility.
o Could limit interpretive diversity by channeling focus through predefined answers.

o Risk of detaching emotional impact by focusing on analytical content.

SEO Implications of the ""'David Attenborough A Life on Our

Planet Answer Key"

Given the documentary’s global popularity and educational significance, the phrase david attenborough
a life on our planet answer key naturally attracts search traffic from students, teachers, and
environmental advocates. Optimizing content around this keyword involves integrating related LSI
(Latent Semantic Indexing) keywords such as “environmental documentary guide,” “Attenborough

2 ¢

climate change analysis,” “wildlife conservation answers,” and “sustainability education resources.”

Content creators aiming to rank well should ensure natural inclusion of these terms within informative
and engaging articles. Additionally, leveraging multimedia content like infographics, video summaries,
and downloadable answer sheets can improve user engagement and dwell time, enhancing SEO

performance.



Effective Content Strategies

Creating detailed breakdowns of each documentary segment to aid understanding.

* Incorporating expert commentary and scientific references to build authority.

Encouraging user interaction through quizzes or discussion forums related to the answer key.

Providing downloadable PDFs or printable versions of the answer key for offline use.

Such strategies not only serve SEO objectives but also promote broader awareness and educational

outreach, aligning with the documentary’s mission to inspire environmental stewardship.

As the dialogue surrounding climate change and biodiversity loss intensifies, resources like the david
attenborough a life on our planet answer key become indispensable. They bridge the gap between
awareness and understanding, empowering audiences worldwide to engage critically with one of the

most pressing challenges of our time.

David Attenborough A Life On Our Planet Answer Key

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key: Sustainable Infrastructure for Cities
and Societies Michael Neuman, 2021-12-31 The central role of infrastructure to cities, and in
particular their sustainability, is essential for proper planning and design since most energy and
materials are themselves consumed by or through infrastructures. Moreover, infrastructures of all
types affect matters of economic and social equity, due to access that they provide or prevent.
Sustainable Infrastructure for Cities and Societies shows how fundamental planning, design,
finance, and governance principles can be adapted for sustainable infrastructure to provide
solutions to make cities significantly more sustainable. By providing a contemporary overview on
infrastructure, cities, planning, economies, and sustainability, the book addresses how to plan,
design, finance, and manage infrastructure in ways that reduce consumption and harmful impacts
while maintaining and improving life quality. It considers the interrelationships between the
economic, political, societal, and institutional frameworks, providing an integrative approach


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-194/david-attenborough-a-life-on-our-planet-answer-key.pdf

including livability and sustainability, principles and practice, and planning and design. It further
translates these approaches that professionals, policymakers, and leaders can use. This approach
gives the book wide appeal for students, researchers, and practitioners hoping to build a more
sustainable world.

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key: This Is Not My Bed! Jennifer Dupuis,
2025-07-29 A bed filled with sharp sticks and mushy mud?! That is not MY bed! Whose could it be?
Join in on a surprising camping trip and discover the favorite, cozy cuddle spots of all your favorite
forest creatures--from the beaver (who loves a woody, muddy bed!) to the bat. Rich art illustrates the
beautiful biodiversity found in our forests and expressive, repetitive text helps even the youngest
naturalists learn all about the creatures who live--and sleep!--among us.

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key: What Makes People Rich and
Nations Powerful ,

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key: The Urbanism of Metabolism
Raffaele Pernice, 2022-03-16 This edited book explores and promotes reflection on how the lessons
of Metabolism experience can inform current debate on city making and future practice in
architectural design and urban planning. More than sixty years after the Metabolist manifesto was
published, the author’s original contributions highlight the persistent links between present and past
that can help to re-imagine new urban futures as well as the design of innovative intra-urban
relationships and spaces. The essays are written by experienced scholars and renowned academics
from Japan, Australia, Europe, South Korea and the United States and expose Metabolism’s special
merits in promoting new urban models and evaluate the current legacy of its architectural projects
and urban design lessons. They offer a critical, intellectual, and up-to-date account of the
Metabolism projects and ideas with regard to the current evolution of architectural and urbanism
discourse in a global context. The collection of cross-disciplinary contributions in this volume will be
of great interest to architects, architectural and urban historians, as well as academics, scholars and
students in built environment disciplines and Japanese cultural studies.

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key: The Bible: A Story that Makes Sense of
Life Andrew Ollerton, 2020-10-29 'Honest, revealing insight into the bestselling book of all time."
Bear Grylls 'A stimulating and accessible survey of history's most influential book.' Tom Holland,
historian and author of Dominion 'Personal and profound; informative and practical. If you want to
experience the Bible as a rich source of guidance and hope, this book is for you.' Simon Thomas,
former Sky Sports and Blue Peter presenter When we make sense of the Bible, the Bible makes
sense of us. The political, social and cultural upheaval of our times can leave us feeling bewildered
and wondering where to turn for trustworthy guidance. As unlikely as it may seem, could the Bible
provide ancient wisdom that helps us flourish today? Join Andrew Ollerton as he explores the
storyline of Scripture, connecting six major biblical events with six definitive human needs: for
meaning, freedom, peace, community, love and for an ultimate home. In short, digestible chapters,
Andrew reveals how the Bible story makes sense of our human story. Discover for yourself a limitless
source of guidance and hope in the face of so much uncertainty. Underpinned by a depth of
scholarship, the book is non-technical in style, making it accessible for the widest possible
readership - including Christians and seekers interested in the Bible. The book will also provide a
model for Bible communicators and church leaders wishing to engage more deeply with the
relevance of the Bible in our cultural moment. Contains discussion questions for small groups, as
well as suggested Bible readings and reflection questions to accompany each chapter. The structure
of the book makes it ideal for a home group study. This book was chosen for the National Big Church
Read in January 2022.

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key: Endangered Places Leslie A. Duram,
2024-10-17 Discover the existential threats facing 50 unique places across the globe and the
possible solutions that may save them from vanishing forever. Learn more about endangered places
across all seven continents, from natural wonders like the rainforests of Borneo and the Great
Barrier Reef to cultural icons like the Giza pyramids and New York City. Begin by understanding the



background of each place, including key characteristics, history, and ecological or cultural
significance, before going on to explore the problems that threaten the site. From rising sea levels
and droughts to unchecked tourism, war, and civil unrest - and in many cases a combination of
factors - readers will understand the complex and nuanced challenges facing these places. Each
profile also includes a section on possible solutions. In some cases, these measures and programs
are already being implemented, while in others individuals and governments will need to act quickly
before it's too late. Curated lists of further readings at the end of each entry point readers to
additional resources and act as a gateway to more in-depth study.

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key: Time Briton Hadden, Henry R. Luce,
1982

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key: OK Boomer! Bernard Mansheim,
2025-01-24 Written in a spirit of humility, OK Boomer!: Diverse Reflections From Five Aging Baby
Boomers is the non-fiction collaboration of five retired professionals who achieved great success in
medicine, science, law, business, academia, and more. Each of the co-authors has written an essay
offering life perspectives as food for thought. Though the essays have wide appeal, the target
audience is the generations who follow (Gen Z, millennials, etc.) as they inexorably march toward
retirement, a time in life we baby boomers have already reached. Each essay offers a unique
perspective. The first is an autobiographical ramble that exemplifies how life is filled with
unpredictable twists and turns. The second essay focuses on our physical experience on the Planet
Earth—from its beginning to climate change and other challenges that threaten our very survival.
The third essay is a discussion of the law, the tenuous glue that holds us together as a society,
including commentary about the autocratic rule that threatens our democracy. The fourth essay
concerns health care and its many components, arguably the most important concern in a person’s
lifetime. The final essay discusses the reality of retirement, a time in life we all face and the need to
plan for it long before it happens. OK Boomer! gathers the informative insights of five aging Baby
Boomers; while they cannot provide all the answers to existential questions, they offer a mindful
perspective gleaned from a wide range of professional successes and lived experiences.

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key: Strategies for Sustainability of the
Earth System Peter A. Wilderer, Martin Grambow, Michael Molls, Konrad Oexle, 2021-09-20 This
volume builds on an international workshop held in 2019, inspired by James Lovelock's The Revenge
of Gaia - Why the Earth Is Fighting Back, and How We Can Still Save Humanity. It, therefore,
understands the Gaia concept as an umbrella term for the living world that planet Earth is hosting
for nearly 4 billion years. Humankind has intervened in this ecosystem since its emergence on the
planet about 2.5 million years ago, often with painful consequences for itself. In its reactions, the
Earth system follows only the laws of nature. Consequently, humanity needs to develop strategies for
a sustainable Earth system. This volume presents a unique trans- and interdisciplinary variety of
approaches to this challenge, offering philosophical considerations as well as practical medical
research. It addresses a broad knowledgeable and general audience in environmental management,
public administration, and higher education alike.

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key: Rebirding Benedict Macdonald,
2019-04-08 WINNER OF THE WAINWRIGHT PRIZE FOR WRITING ON GLOBAL CONSERVATION
Winner of the Richard Jefferies Society and White Horse Book Shop Literary Prize ‘splendid’
—Guardian ‘visionary’ —New Statesman Rebirding takes the long view of Britain’s wildlife decline,
from the early taming of our landscape and its long-lost elephants and rhinos, to fenland drainage,
the removal of cornerstone species such as wild cattle, horses, beavers and boar - and forward in
time to the intensification of our modern landscapes and the collapse of invertebrate populations. It
looks at key reasons why species are vanishing, as our landscapes become ever more tamed and less
diverse, with wildlife trapped in tiny pockets of habitat. It explores how Britain has, uniquely, relied
on modifying farmland, rather than restoring ecosystems, in a failing attempt to halt wildlife decline.
The irony is that 94% of Britain is not built upon at all. And with more nature-loving voices than any
European country, we should in fact have the best, not the most impoverished, wildlife on our



continent. Especially when the rural economics of our game estates, and upland farms, are among
the worst in Europe. Britain is blessed with all the space it needs for an epic wildlife recovery. The
deer estates of the Scottish Highlands are twice the size of Yellowstone National Park. Snowdonia is
larger than the Maasai Mara. The problem in Britain is not a lack of space. It is that our precious
space is uniquely wasted - not only for wildlife, but for people’s jobs and rural futures too. Rebirding
maps out how we might finally turn things around: rewilding our national parks, restoring natural
ecosystems and allowing our wildlife a far richer future. In doing so, an entirely new sector of rural
jobs would be created; finally bringing Britain’s dying rural landscapes and failing economies back
to life.

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key: Tale Feathers Jacquelyn M. Howard,
2009-11 This volume of stories celebrates the incredible and indelible ways in which birds touch us,
intrinsically as well as extrinsically. I hope it will encourage a greater awareness of and appreciation
for these remarkable beings and a deep and abiding respect for and nurturing of their presence
amongst us. -Ira Rubinoff, PhD, Director Emeritus and Senior Staff Scientist Smithsonian Tropical
Research Institute Welcome to the amazing world of birds, birders and bird watching. Birds have
what we don't-the enchantment of wings! They lift and break free from the bounds of gravity, soar
over lakes, mountains, treetops-a veritable moving feast of fascinating, unpredictable, and
breathtaking movement that captures and defies our ability to control it. And we love them, because
they represent the untamed wild in ourselves. The writings in this book evoke our deepest
connections with birds and allow us to revel in the sense of mystery, magic, and devotion that we all
feel for our feathered friends. Open to any page, start reading, and become one of the millions who
know that the only piece of equipment you really need to begin birding is a book. Let your journey
begin with this one.

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key: BBC Wildlife , 2002

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key: Bosh! Einfach vegan leben Henry Firth,
Ian Theasby, 2020-01-27 So kann man es sich und seiner Umwelt so richtig gut gehen lassen! Die
Jungs von Bosh! haben mit ihren zwei Kochbuch-Bestsellern schon bewiesen, wie leicht es sein kann,
sich frei von tierischen Produkten zu ernahren. In ihrem neuen Buch erklaren sie nun, wie
nachhaltig eine vegane Lebensweise ist. Und sie zeigen, dass jeder ganz einfach vegan leben kann.
Denn ob Hygieneartikel, Kleidung oder Alltagsbedarf - fur alles gibt es wunderbare Alternativen
ganz frei von tierischen Produkten.

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key: The Spectator, 2011

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key: Billboard , 1972-03-11 In its 114th
year, Billboard remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events,
brand, content and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers
unrivaled reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment
issues and trends.

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key: Wildfowl & Wetlands , 1989

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key: A Life on Our Planet David
Attenborough, 2020-10-15

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key: Daily Variety, 1962

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key: Halliwell's Who's who in the Movies
Leslie Halliwell, 2006 This best-selling encyclopedia is the definitive Who's Who of cinema, with
everything you will ever need to know about major and behind-the-scenes players. It's packed with
biographical profiles of actors and actresses, directors, producers, editors, and other key figures.
Halliwell's Who's Who in the Movies also features filmographies, entries on the major studios and
the foreign film industry, a history of the cinema, and information on all the major film awards,
including a list of Oscar winners and nominations. Opinionated, witty, and packed with more
information than any other film guide, it's as wonderfully unclassifiable as it is impossible to put
down.

david attenborough a life on our planet answer key: Life on Air David Attenborough, 2009



Sir David Attenborough is Britain's best-known natural history film-maker. His career as a naturalist
and broadcaster has spanned nearly six decades, and in this volume of memoirs Sir David tells
stories of the people and animals he has met and the places he has visited. His first job - after
Cambridge University and two years in the Royal Navy - was at a London publishing house. Then in
1952 he joined the BBC as a trainee producer, and it was while working on the Zoo Quest series
(1954-64) that he had his first opportunity to undertake expeditions to remote parts of the globe, to
capture intimate footage of rare wildlife in its natural habitat. He was Controller of BBC2 (1965-68),
during which time he introduced colour television to Britain, then Director of Programmes for the
BBC (1969-1972). However, in 1973 he abandoned administration altogether to return to
documentary-making and writing, and has established himself as the world's leading Natural History
programme maker with several landmark BBC series, including Life on Earth (1979), The Living
Planet (1984), The Trials of Life (1990), The Private Life of Plants (1995), Life of Birds (1998), The
Blue Planet (2001), Life of Mammals (2002), Planet Earth (2006) and Life in Cold Blood (2008). Sir
David is an Honorary Fellow of Clare College, Cambridge, a Fellow of the Royal Society and was
knighted in 1985. He is also Britain's most respected, trusted and lauded natural history broadcaster
and writer, championing conservation and standing at the forefront of issues concerning the planet's
declining species. A lot has changed since his first television documentary, and in this updated
edition of Life on Air Sir David tells us of his experiences of filming in the 21st century.
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