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Boston Make Way for Ducklings: A Charming Tale of Family, Art, and City Life

boston make way for ducklings is more than just a phrase—it's a beloved part of Boston’s cultural and
literary heritage. This enchanting story, immortalized in a famous public sculpture, captures the hearts of
locals and visitors alike. Whether you’re a Boston native or a curious traveler, understanding the significance
of "Make Way for Ducklings" offers a delightful glimpse into the city’s blend of history, nature, and art.

The Origins of Make Way for Ducklings

The journey begins with the classic children’s book "Make Way for Ducklings," written and illustrated by
Robert McCloskey in 1941. The story follows a pair of mallard ducks, Mr. and Mrs. Mallard, as they navigate
the bustling streets of Boston, searching for a safe place to raise their eight ducklings. The narrative is simple
yet captivating, teaching young readers about the importance of family, safety, and kindness.

Robert McCloskey's Inspiration

McCloskey was inspired by his own observations of ducks in the Boston Public Garden, a verdant oasis in the
heart of the city. His detailed illustrations brought the cityscape to life, making the ducks’ adventure feel real
and relatable. The book’s charm lies in its blending of urban life with nature, showing how wildlife can thrive
even amid the hustle and bustle of city streets.

The Iconic Boston Make Way for Ducklings Statue

Decades after the book’s publication, the story was immortalized in bronze. In 1987, sculptor Nancy Sch�n
created the famous "Make Way for Ducklings" statue, located in the Boston Public Garden. The statue
features Mrs. Mallard leading her eight ducklings across a park bench, symbolizing the story’s central moment.

A Symbol of Community and Care

This sculpture has become a symbol of community warmth and family care, resonating with people of all ages.
It’s a favorite spot for families, tourists, and school groups, who come to admire the artistry and recall the
beloved story. The statue also reflects Boston’s commitment to preserving its cultural landmarks and
fostering a sense of shared history.

Exploring Boston Through the Lens of Make Way for Ducklings

Visiting the "Make Way for Ducklings" statue provides more than a photo opportunity; it’s a way to connect
with Boston’s unique character. The Public Garden itself is a historic urban park, offering scenic walking paths,
swan boat rides, and seasonal flower displays. It’s easy to see why the ducks in the story chose this
spot—it’s a peaceful refuge amid city life.



Walking the Ducklings’ Path

For those interested in a more immersive experience, consider retracing the duck family’s route through Boston.
The book references several recognizable locations, including the Boston Common and the Charles River.
Walking these paths invites visitors to see the city from a new perspective, appreciating the blend of natural
beauty and urban architecture.

Why Boston Make Way for Ducklings Continues to Captivate

The enduring popularity of "Make Way for Ducklings" and its statue can be attributed to its universal themes
and Boston’s pride in its local stories. It reminds us that even in a fast-paced city, simple acts of kindness and
family bonds remain important.

Educational and Cultural Impact

Schools in Boston often incorporate the story into their curriculum, using it to teach children about wildlife,
safety, and city geography. The book and statue also inspire local arts programs and community events,
fostering a deeper appreciation for literature and public art.

Tips for Visiting the Statue and Public Garden

- Visit early in the morning or late afternoon for the best light and fewer crowds.
- Bring a picnic to enjoy in the nearby Boston Common after visiting the statue.
- Check the Public Garden’s schedule for seasonal events like tulip festivals or holiday light displays.
- Don’t miss the swan boats, a classic Boston attraction operating in the summer months.

The Legacy of Boston Make Way for Ducklings in Popular Culture

Beyond the statue and the book, "Make Way for Ducklings" has inspired various adaptations and references in
movies, television, and art. It has become a cultural icon representing Boston’s unique charm and family-
friendly atmosphere.

Community Involvement and Preservation Efforts

Local organizations often organize clean-up and preservation projects to maintain the statue and surrounding
park areas. These efforts highlight the community’s dedication to protecting their beloved landmarks and
ensuring that future generations can enjoy the same experiences.

Seasonal Celebrations and Events

Each year, the Boston Public Garden hosts events celebrating the story, including guided tours, storytelling
sessions, and art workshops. These activities encourage visitors to engage with the story in creative ways,
keeping the spirit of the ducklings alive.

As you wander through Boston’s historic streets or relax in the serene Public Garden, the tale of the duck



family serves as a gentle reminder of the city’s heart. The "boston make way for ducklings" story is more than a
children’s book; it’s a symbol of Boston’s welcoming nature, its respect for history, and the simple beauty
found in everyday moments. Whether you’re walking with your own family or exploring solo, the ducklings
invite you to slow down, appreciate your surroundings, and make way for kindness.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Make Way for Ducklings' in Boston?

'Make Way for Ducklings' is a famous bronze sculpture located in Boston Public Garden, inspired by the beloved
children's book by Robert McCloskey.

Who created the 'Make Way for Ducklings' sculpture in Boston?

The sculpture was created by artist Nancy Sch�n in 1987.

Where exactly is the 'Make Way for Ducklings' statue located in Boston?

The statue is located on the lagoon in the Boston Public Garden, near the Arlington Street entrance.

What is the significance of the 'Make Way for Ducklings' sculpture in
Boston?

It celebrates the story of a mother duck and her ducklings navigating the city, symbolizing family, safety, and
the charm of Boston.

How many ducklings are featured in the 'Make Way for Ducklings' statue?

The statue features a mother duck followed by eight ducklings.

Is 'Make Way for Ducklings' based on a real story?

The story is fictional but inspired by the author's observations of ducks in the Boston Public Garden.

Can visitors touch or interact with the 'Make Way for Ducklings' statue?

Yes, visitors often touch the bronze ducklings for good luck and take photos with the sculpture.

Are there any events in Boston related to 'Make Way for Ducklings'?

Boston sometimes hosts family-friendly events and storytimes celebrating the book and sculpture, especially in
the Public Garden.

Why is 'Make Way for Ducklings' a popular attraction for tourists in
Boston?

Its charming depiction of a classic children's story and its location in a beautiful park make it a beloved and
accessible attraction.



Has the 'Make Way for Ducklings' statue ever been vandalized or restored?

The statue has been well-maintained over the years with occasional restorations and efforts to protect it
from vandalism.

Additional Resources
Boston Make Way for Ducklings: A Quintessential Urban Tale of Nature and Community

boston make way for ducklings stands as more than just a phrase; it encapsulates an iconic cultural and
ecological narrative deeply woven into the fabric of Boston’s urban identity. Rooted in Robert McCloskey’s
beloved 1941 children's book "Make Way for Ducklings," the story has transcended its literary origins to
become a symbol of environmental stewardship, family, and community engagement within the city. This article
explores the historical significance, cultural impact, and ongoing legacy of Boston's Make Way for Ducklings,
highlighting how this charming tale continues to influence urban wildlife conservation and public art in
Massachusetts.

Historical Background and Literary Origins

The story of Make Way for Ducklings was penned by Robert McCloskey, a Pulitzer Prize-winning author and
illustrator, who drew inspiration from the annual migration of mallard ducks through Boston’s Public Garden.
Published in 1941, the book follows Mr. and Mrs. Mallard as they navigate the bustling city streets of
Boston with their eight ducklings, searching for a safe home. The narrative is celebrated for its detailed
illustrations and gentle storytelling, capturing the intersection between urban life and wildlife.

Boston’s Public Garden became a natural focal point for the story. McCloskey’s depiction of familiar
landmarks such as the lagoon and footbridges helped ground the book in a tangible setting. Over time, "Make
Way for Ducklings" has become a beloved classic, not just in Boston but across the United States, often cited
as an early example of literature promoting coexistence between urban development and nature.

The Make Way for Ducklings Statue: An Icon of Public Art

Creation and Installation

In 1987, the city of Boston commissioned the American sculptor Nancy Sch�n to create a bronze statue
commemorating the story's enduring popularity. Installed in the Boston Public Garden, the statue depicts Mrs.
Mallard leading her eight ducklings along a path, immortalizing the heartwarming scene from the book. The
sculpture quickly became one of the city’s most visited landmarks, drawing locals and tourists alike.

Symbolism and Community Engagement

The statue’s significance extends beyond its artistic value. It serves as a tangible reminder of the importance of
urban wildlife protection and the role that community awareness plays in conservation. Local schools often
organize field trips to the statue, using it as a teaching tool to discuss environmental topics. Additionally,
the statue has inspired seasonal events, including the annual "Duckling Day," which features educational
activities and celebrations that foster environmental stewardship among children and families.



Ecological and Urban Significance

Boston’s Public Garden, home to the Make Way for Ducklings statue, is among the earliest examples of a
landscaped public park in the United States. It represents a deliberate attempt to integrate natural beauty
within an urban environment. The presence of waterfowl, especially mallards mirroring those in McCloskey's
story, is a testament to the garden’s ecological health.

Urban Wildlife Conservation

The Make Way for Ducklings narrative has indirectly contributed to heightened awareness of urban wildlife
needs. Boston has since implemented measures to protect the habitats of waterfowl and other birds within city
limits. For example, the city monitors pollution levels in the Public Garden’s lagoon, regulates feeding
practices to prevent harmful diets among ducks, and maintains pathways that minimize disruption to nesting
areas.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite the positive impact, the integration of wildlife into urban settings like Boston’s Public Garden poses
challenges. Increased human traffic can stress the animals, and well-intentioned feeding by tourists sometimes
disrupts natural behaviors. Conservationists argue for more robust educational campaigns to ensure the
public understands the ecological implications of their interactions with wildlife.

Cultural Resonance and Educational Value

The story's cultural resonance is evident in Boston’s identity and the broader American consciousness. Make
Way for Ducklings has been translated into numerous languages and adapted into various media formats,
including stage productions and animated films. Its themes of family, perseverance, and harmony with nature
resonate universally.

Educational Programs Inspired by Make Way for Ducklings

Boston’s educational institutions incorporate the story into curricula that emphasize ecological literacy
and urban history. Programs often combine visits to the Public Garden with lessons on local flora and fauna,
urban planning, and the importance of public green spaces. These initiatives help foster a new generation of
environmentally aware citizens who appreciate the delicate balance between city life and nature.

Comparisons with Other Urban Wildlife Initiatives

While Boston’s Make Way for Ducklings is unique in its literary and artistic expression, other cities have
undertaken similar projects to highlight urban wildlife. For instance:

New York City’s Central Park Conservancy: Focuses on habitat restoration and education about urban
biodiversity.

Chicago’s Lincoln Park Zoo: Engages city residents with wildlife conservation amid metropolitan
surroundings.



San Francisco’s Mission Dolores Park: Incorporates community gardens and bird habitats within the
urban fabric.

These comparisons underline a growing trend in urban centers to celebrate and protect wildlife, with Boston’s
Make Way for Ducklings serving as an early and enduring example.

Tourism and Economic Impact

The Make Way for Ducklings statue and associated story contribute significantly to Boston’s tourism
landscape. The statue attracts thousands of visitors annually, many of whom also explore nearby
attractions such as the Boston Common, the Massachusetts State House, and the Freedom Trail. This influx
supports local businesses, from cafes to bookstores specializing in children’s literature.

Moreover, the story’s appeal to families makes it a valuable asset for promoting Boston as a family-friendly
destination. Seasonal events like Duckling Day enhance visitor engagement, creating memorable experiences that
encourage repeat tourism.

Pros and Cons of Tourism Around Make Way for Ducklings

Pros: Boosts local economy, raises awareness about urban nature, and fosters community pride.

Cons: Potential environmental strain on the Public Garden, overcrowding during peak seasons, and
occasional disturbances to wildlife.

Balancing these factors remains a priority for city planners and conservationists.

Future Directions and Preservation Efforts

Looking ahead, Boston faces the challenge of preserving the legacy of Make Way for Ducklings while adapting
to changing urban dynamics. Plans to enhance signage, improve visitor facilities, and expand educational
outreach are underway. There is also ongoing discussion about integrating digital technologies, such as
augmented reality, to create interactive experiences for visitors without disrupting the natural environment.

Furthermore, the city continues to collaborate with environmental organizations to monitor and improve
habitat conditions within the Public Garden. These efforts aim to ensure that both the story and the living
ducks that inspired it can thrive for generations to come.

In sum, Boston’s Make Way for Ducklings represents a unique convergence of literature, art, ecology, and
community spirit. It exemplifies how a simple story can inspire meaningful urban conservation and foster a deeper
connection between residents and their environment. As Boston evolves, this emblematic tale will undoubtedly
remain a cherished thread in the city’s cultural and ecological tapestry.
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  boston make way for ducklings: Make Way for Ducklings Robert McCloskey, 1999-02-01
NATIONAL BESTSELLER • CALDECOTT MEDAL WINNER • The timeless and brilliantly illustrated
classic that teaches the importance of kindness, perseverance, and familial love. Let the Mallard
family waddle right off the page and into your child’s heart! “One of the merriest picture books
ever.”—The New York Times Mrs. Mallard was sure that the pond in the Boston Public Gardens
would be a perfect place for her and her eight ducklings to live. But when the busy streets of Boston
become too risky for her and her family to navigate, the local police step in to make sure Mrs.
Mallard and her ducklings—Jack, Kack, Lack, Mack, Nack, Ouack, Pack, and Quack—make it to their
new home safely. A beautiful portrayal of one duck family’s devotion and perseverance, this picture
book is a wonderful representation of how families overcome hard times together and a
compassionate reminder to trust in the goodness of humanity.
  boston make way for ducklings: Make Way for Ducklings Robert McCloskey, 1941-01-01
Mrs. Mallard was sure that the pond in the Boston Public Gardens would be a perfect place for her
and her eight ducklings to live. The problem was how to get them there through the busy streets of
Boston. But with a little help from the Boston police, Mrs. Mallard and Jack, Kack, Lack, Nack,
Ouack, Pack, and Quack arive safely at their new home. This brilliantly illustrated, amusingly
observed tale of Mallards on the move has won the hearts of generations of readers. Awarded the
Caldecott Medal for the most distinguished American picture book for children in 1941, it has since
become a favorite of millions.
  boston make way for ducklings: Make Way for Ducklings Robert McCloskey, 1976 After
raising her ducklings on a secluded island, Mrs. Mallard leads them to the Boston Public Garden to
eat peanuts.
  boston make way for ducklings: Make Way for Ducklings 75th Anniversary Edition
Robert McCloskey, 2016-03-29 NATIONAL BESTSELLER • CALDECOTT MEDAL WINNER • The
cherished classic, available in a beautifully crafted package to celebrate 75 years! Perfect for fans of
the Mallards and their adorable duckling clan, this beloved tale now comes with bonus material for a
truly unforgettable gift! “One of the merriest picture books ever.”—The New York Times Mrs.
Mallard was sure that the pond in the Boston Public Gardens would be a perfect place for her and
her eight ducklings to live. But when the busy streets of Boston become too risky for her and her
family to navigate, the local police step in to make sure Mrs. Mallard and her ducklings—Jack, Kack,
Lack, Mack, Nack, Ouack, Pack, and Quack—make it to their new home safely. A beautiful portrayal
of one duck family’s devotion and perseverance, this picture book is a wonderful representation of
how families overcome hard times together and a compassionate reminder to trust in the goodness
of humanity. This beloved classic has been reimagined in the 75th-anniversary edition to include a
full-color map of Boston, fancifully illustrated by Caldecott winner Paul Zelinsky, and comes
complete with a CD-audio recording for a truly immersive experience.
  boston make way for ducklings: A Robert McCloskey Collection Robert McCloskey, 2003
Mr. and Mrs. Mallard proudly return to their home in the Boston Public Garden with their eight
offspring.
  boston make way for ducklings: Make Way Angela Burke Kunkel, 2023-04-11 A beautiful and
fascinating picture book biography that follows the lives of Robert McCloskey, creator of Make Way
for Ducklings, and sculptor Nancy Schön, whose famous bronze ducks grace Boston Public Garden.
In the beginning, there was a boy named Robert McCloskey, growing up in Ohio, his hands always
moving, always creating. Many years later, after attending art school in Boston, he would reflect on
his days wandering through Boston Garden and write the classic picture book Make Way for
Ducklings. In the beginning, there was also a girl named Nancy Schön. She grew up in Newton,
Massachusetts, working in her father's greenhouse, twisting wire and boughs into wreaths. Many
years later, Nancy would look at Robert's drawings in Make Way for Ducklings and get the seed of
an idea. That seed became the beloved bronze sculptures of Mrs. Mallard and her eight ducklings
that stand in Boston Garden today. This stunning and clever picture book biography intertwines the
lives of two phenomenal artists--who were contemporaries and friends--and reveals the



extraordinary impact they've had on generations of children.
  boston make way for ducklings: Make Way for Ducklings Robert McCloskey, 2024 Mr. and
Mrs. Mallard proudly return to their home in the Boston Public Garden with their eight offspring.
  boston make way for ducklings: Make Way for Ducklings Robert Mac Closkey, 1963
  boston make way for ducklings: Ducks on Parade! Nancy Schön, 2021-04 The people of
Boston have adopted the Make Way for Ducklings sculpture into their family. Dressing them up in
costumes for sporting events, holidays, or for activist messages, these simple little bronze ducklings
have come to represent a record of the recent decades of life in the city. This book is a tribute to all
Bostonians whose creativity and generosity have made this possible. Furthermore, it is an historic
record showing the power of public art--
  boston make way for ducklings: Make Way for Ducklings [bookbag] Robert McCloskey,
1988 Mr. and Mrs. Mallard proudly return to their home in the Boston Public Garden with their
eight offspring.
  boston make way for ducklings: Make Way for Ducklings and The Giving Tree Robert
McCloskey Shel Silverstein, 2020-04-16 1)Make Way for Ducklings is a children's picture book
written and illustrated by Robert McCloskey. First published in 1941, the book tells the story of a
pair of mallards who decide to raise their family on an island in the lagoon in Boston Public Garden,
a park in the center of Boston.2)The Giving Tree is an American children's picture book written and
illustrated by Shel Silverstein. First published in 1964 by Harper & Row, it has become one of
Silverstein's best-known titles, and has been translated into numerous languages.
  boston make way for ducklings: The Complete Illustrated Guidebook to Boston's Public
Parks and Gardens Richard J. Berenson, Jon Marcus, 2002 More than 20 pages of maps show
paths, roadways, natural and historic spots, and other treasures. You’ll find the locations of public
services in every park and garden. There’s an illustrated history of Boston Common, 180 historic and
color photos, and 12 walking tours to enjoy. “This beautiful guide is both detailed and compact—the
magic formula for a successful take-along in the backpack.”—Booklist.
  boston make way for ducklings: Fodor's Boston 2010 Kelly Kealy, 2009-11-03 Provides
information on hotels, restaurants, driving and walking tours, shopping and sightseeing, and
nighttime entertainment
  boston make way for ducklings: Make Way for Ducklings , 1956 Story about a mallard
family who make their home near a pond in the Public Garden in Boston.
  boston make way for ducklings: Secret Boston: A Guide to the Weird, Wonderful, and
Obscure Kim MacKinnon, 2020-03-15 What Boston landmark was first envisioned in a newspaper
column? Which of the city’s nicknames was originally meant as an insult? What is the story with that
costumed bear playing music in the T? You’ll find the answers to these questions and many more in
Secret Boston—a guide to the unknown, strange, forgotten, and wonderful places and people that
make up the Hub of the Universe. In a city with this much history, the mists of time are bound to
hide more than a few hidden gems. Learn the fascinating history of the area’s more unique
landmarks, quirkier places, and legends, generally known only to locals, and sometimes not even by
them. Learn about the building that announces the weather by color. Hear the stories behind the
tourist stops, like the person who rowed out to the USS Constitution and sawed off its figurehead or
the iconic Boston sight created by a nun. Author and longtime local Kim Foley MacKinnon brings an
insider’s perspective to revealing the secrets of this historic and creative city. Even those who think
they know everything about Boston will be surprised by some of its forgotten history, hard-to-find
landmarks, and colorful characters.
  boston make way for ducklings: Make Way for Ducklings , 1989
  boston make way for ducklings: Make Way for Nancy Nancy Schön, 2017 The indefatigable
Nancy Schon is bet-known for her iconic Make Way for Ducklings sculpture in the Boston Public
Garden. Based on Robert McCloskey's books, visited by thousands of children and adults every year,
it has become as familiar and beloved a Boston landmark as the swan boats and the gold dome of the
State House. Now she tells the story not only of how the ducks came to Boston (along with the



multiple political, artistic and personal challenges involved) but also how they travelled to Moscow,
championed by Barbara Bush and Raisa Gorbachev, to mark the Strategic Arms Reduction Treaty
(START).
  boston make way for ducklings: Boston Icons Jonathan Scheff, 2011-10-18 Profiled here are
fifty classic symbols of this extraordinary city, revealing little-known facts, longtime secrets, and
historical legends.
  boston make way for ducklings: Make way for ducklings John Robert McCloskey, 1944 Mr
and Mrs Mallard want to settle in Boston Public Garden and raise their ducklings there, but after
almost being knocked over by a child on a bicycle, they decide it is too dangerous for ducklings.
They settle in nearby Charles River and hatch their ducklings there. They then decide to visit the
Public Garden again, and with the help of a friendly police officer, make their way across the river
and through the busy streets to the Public Garden.
  boston make way for ducklings: Not For Tourists Guide to Boston 2023 Not For Tourists,
2022-11-01 With details on everything from Bunker Hill to Central Square, this is the only guide a
native or traveler needs. The Not For Tourists Guide to Boston is a map-based,
neighborhood-by-neighborhood guidebook for already street-savvy Bostonians, business travelers,
and tourists alike. It divides the city into twenty-eight neighborhoods, mapped out and marked with
user-friendly icons identifying services and entertainment venues. Restaurants, banks, community
gardens, hiking, public transportation, and landmarks—NFT packs it all into one convenient
pocket-sized guide. Want to catch a game of one of our world champion teams? NFT has you
covered. How about eating the best pizza of the entire East Coast? We’ve got that, too. The nearest
ritzy restaurant, historic trail, jazz lounge, or bookstore—whatever you need—NFT puts it at your
fingertips. This light and portable guide also features: A foldout highway map Sections on all of
Boston, Cambridge, and Somerville More than 110 neighborhood and city maps Listings for theaters,
museums, entertainment hot spots, and nightlife Buy it for your cah or your pawket; the NFT guide
to Beantown will help you make the most of your time in the city.
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