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Words Their Way for English Language Learners: Unlocking Literacy with an Effective Approach

Words their way for english language learners is more than just a phrase; it represents a
powerful instructional approach that can significantly enhance vocabulary, spelling, and reading skills
for learners of English as a second language. For educators and parents working with English
language learners (ELLs), understanding and utilizing this method can open doors to a deeper grasp
of the language, making learning both engaging and meaningful.

What Is Words Their Way?

Words Their Way is an instructional framework originally designed to help students develop word
study skills through hands-on, interactive activities. It focuses on teaching spelling, phonics,
vocabulary, and word patterns by analyzing how words are constructed and how they relate to one
another. The program categorizes words into developmental stages, enabling tailored instruction that
matches each learner’s current abilities.

For English language learners, this method offers an excellent way to internalize the nuances of
English orthography and pronunciation by breaking down words into manageable parts. This breaks
the overwhelming barrier that new vocabulary can pose and turns learning into a discovery process.

Why Words Their Way Works Well for English Language
Learners

English language learners often face unique challenges, such as unfamiliar phonetic sounds, irregular
spelling patterns, and a vast vocabulary influenced by multiple language roots. Words Their Way
provides a systematic approach that addresses these obstacles through:

Phonemic Awareness and Phonics Integration

English has many sounds that do not exist in other languages, which can be confusing for ELLs. Words
Their Way incorporates phonemic awareness — the ability to hear, identify, and manipulate sounds —
as a foundation for reading and spelling. By focusing on word families, syllables, and affixes, students
develop a better understanding of how sounds connect to letters.

Developmental Word Study Stages

One of the strengths of Words Their Way for English language learners is its use of developmental



stages that recognize where a learner is in their understanding of English. These stages range from
emergent to advanced, allowing teachers to select word lists and activities that are neither too easy
nor too difficult. This personalized approach helps maintain motivation and fosters steady progress.

Hands-On Activities That Encourage Engagement

Rather than relying solely on rote memorization, Words Their Way uses sorting activities, word hunts,
and interactive games. For ELLs, these activities offer a tactile and visual way to connect with words,
making abstract spelling rules more concrete and memorable.

Implementing Words Their Way in the Classroom for
ELLs

When using Words Their Way with English language learners, it’s essential to adapt the approach to
meet their specific needs. Here are some tips and strategies to maximize effectiveness:

Assess Students’ Current Word Knowledge

Before starting, conduct informal assessments to determine each learner’s spelling and vocabulary
level. This helps in placing students within the appropriate developmental stage and selecting word
sorts that target their current challenges.

Use Multisensory Teaching Techniques

ELLs benefit from seeing, hearing, and physically interacting with words. Encourage students to say
words aloud, write them in sand or on whiteboards, and sort word cards by sound or pattern. These
multisensory experiences reinforce learning and help bridge language gaps.

Encourage Collaborative Learning

Pairing or grouping ELLs with peers for word study activities promotes language practice in a low-
pressure environment. Students can discuss word patterns, share strategies, and learn from one
another’s insights, building both language skills and confidence.

Integrate Vocabulary and Grammar Instruction

Words Their Way is not just about spelling; it’s an opportunity to expand vocabulary and understand
grammatical structures. Highlight prefixes, suffixes, root words, and parts of speech during word sorts
to deepen learners’ comprehension of English.



Benefits of Words Their Way for English Language
Learners

This word study approach offers numerous advantages that can accelerate language acquisition and
literacy development for ELLs:

Improved Spelling Accuracy: By recognizing patterns and rules, learners can spell unfamiliar
words more confidently.

Expanded Vocabulary: Exposure to word families and roots helps learners deduce meanings
of new words.

Enhanced Reading Fluency: Understanding phonics and word structures supports smoother
decoding and comprehension.

Greater Engagement: Interactive and differentiated activities keep learners motivated and
invested.

Stronger Language Foundations: The approach builds essential skills that transfer across
reading, writing, and speaking.

Resources and Tools to Support Words Their Way for
English Language Learners

To effectively implement this approach, educators can utilize a variety of resources tailored to ELL
needs:

Customized Word Sorts

Many publishers and educators have developed word sort lists specifically for English language
learners, focusing on common English phonemes and morphology relevant to second-language
acquisition.

Digital Platforms and Apps

Interactive tools like digital flashcards, word games, and sorting apps can complement hands-on
activities. These technologies provide immediate feedback and allow learners to practice
independently or in small groups.



Professional Development and Training

Teachers new to Words Their Way can benefit from workshops and online courses that emphasize
strategies for working with ELL populations, including adapting materials and assessing progress.

Challenges and Considerations When Using Words
Their Way for ELLs

While Words Their Way is a valuable tool, educators need to be mindful of certain challenges:

Variability in Language Backgrounds

English language learners come from diverse linguistic backgrounds, which can affect how they
perceive and process English sounds and spelling rules. Tailoring instruction to account for these
differences is crucial.

Pacing and Differentiation

Some learners may progress quickly, while others need more time to master concepts. Continual
assessment and flexible grouping ensure that each student receives appropriate support.

Balancing Word Study with Other Language Skills

Focusing too heavily on word study might overshadow other language areas like speaking, listening,
or cultural context. Integrating Words Their Way into a balanced language curriculum is essential for
holistic development.

Real-Life Success Stories Using Words Their Way with
ELLs

Teachers around the world have reported encouraging outcomes when incorporating Words Their
Way in classrooms with English language learners. For instance, a middle school teacher in a bilingual
program noticed marked improvements in her students’ spelling tests and reading comprehension
scores after several months of consistent word sorts and phonics instruction. Students expressed
greater confidence in tackling new vocabulary and showed enthusiasm during word study sessions,
transforming what was once a daunting subject into an engaging challenge.

Similarly, in adult education settings, English learners pursuing citizenship or employment skills found
that understanding word patterns made reading forms and instructions less intimidating. The



method’s focus on breaking down complex words into understandable parts demystified English
spelling and helped learners communicate more effectively.

---

In the journey of mastering English, words their way for english language learners provides a
structured yet flexible path that respects individual progress and encourages exploration. By focusing
on the building blocks of language through interactive, meaningful activities, this approach helps
learners not only decode words but truly understand and use them with confidence. Whether in a
classroom, tutoring session, or self-study environment, embracing this method can transform the way
English language learners experience and enjoy their language growth.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is "Words Their Way" for English Language Learners?
"Words Their Way" is a developmental spelling, phonics, and vocabulary program designed to help
English Language Learners (ELLs) improve their word study skills through hands-on activities and
differentiated instruction.

How does "Words Their Way" support vocabulary
development for ELL students?
The program uses word sorts and interactive activities that engage students in recognizing patterns,
meanings, and spellings, thereby enhancing their vocabulary retention and understanding.

Can "Words Their Way" be adapted for different English
proficiency levels?
Yes, "Words Their Way" is highly adaptable and can be tailored to meet the needs of students at
various English proficiency levels by selecting appropriate word lists and activities.

What are the key components of "Words Their Way" for ELL
instruction?
Key components include phonemic awareness, phonics, vocabulary development, and spelling, all
delivered through hands-on word sorting and analysis tasks.

How often should "Words Their Way" activities be conducted
with ELL students?
It is recommended to conduct "Words Their Way" activities regularly, ideally several times a week, to
reinforce word study skills and support ongoing language development.



Does "Words Their Way" address cultural and linguistic
diversity in ELL classrooms?
While primarily focused on English word study, teachers can incorporate culturally relevant word lists
and examples to make the program more inclusive and meaningful for diverse learners.

What role do teachers play in implementing "Words Their
Way" for ELLs?
Teachers assess students’ word knowledge, select appropriate word lists, model sorting strategies,
and facilitate discussions to guide ELL students in discovering word patterns and meanings.

Are there digital resources available for "Words Their Way"
for ELL learners?
Yes, there are digital tools and apps available that complement the "Words Their Way" program,
offering interactive word sorts and practice activities suitable for ELL students.

How does "Words Their Way" improve reading skills among
English Language Learners?
By focusing on phonics, spelling patterns, and vocabulary, "Words Their Way" helps ELL students
decode words more effectively, leading to improved reading fluency and comprehension.

Additional Resources
Words Their Way for English Language Learners: An Analytical Review

words their way for english language learners represents an instructional approach designed to
enhance literacy development by focusing on word study. Originally developed for native English
speakers, this program has been adapted and increasingly applied in classrooms with English
Language Learners (ELLs). Understanding its effectiveness, features, and adaptability is crucial for
educators seeking evidence-based methods to support vocabulary acquisition, spelling, and reading
skills in diverse linguistic contexts.

Understanding Words Their Way and Its Relevance for
ELLs

Words Their Way is a developmental word study program that emphasizes sorting words based on
phonetic, structural, and meaning patterns. The approach is anchored in active engagement,
encouraging learners to analyze and categorize words rather than memorize them passively. For
English Language Learners, whose exposure to the language might be limited or uneven, this method
offers a structured pathway to decoding and encoding words, which can accelerate literacy
proficiency.



The program’s adaptability to different learner profiles, including ELLs, is a critical factor in its growing
adoption. Unlike generic vocabulary instruction, Words Their Way incorporates multisensory
techniques and differentiated instruction, which align well with best practices in second language
acquisition. This approach supports the layered and often challenging process ELLs face when
grappling with English phonology, morphology, and orthographic patterns.

Core Components Tailored for English Language Learners

Words Their Way for English Language Learners integrates several key components that make it
suitable for diverse classrooms:

Word Sorts: Interactive exercises that categorize words according to specific features such as
sounds or meanings, helping ELLs internalize language patterns.

Stage-Based Instruction: The program is divided into developmental stages—Emergent,
Letter Name, Within Word Pattern, Syllables and Affixes, and Derivational Relations—allowing
educators to meet learners at their current proficiency levels.

Explicit Phonics and Morphology Focus: Emphasizes sound-symbol relationships and the
understanding of prefixes, suffixes, and root words, which are essential for vocabulary
expansion and comprehension.

Assessment-Driven Planning: Provides diagnostic tools to identify learners’ spelling and
word knowledge patterns, enabling targeted instruction that addresses specific challenges
faced by ELLs.

These elements are especially beneficial in classrooms where students range widely in their English
language skills, allowing for personalized learning trajectories.

Comparative Effectiveness of Words Their Way for
English Language Learners

When placed alongside other literacy programs, Words Their Way distinguishes itself through its
research-based framework and hands-on learning model. Unlike traditional rote memorization or
purely phonics-based programs, it encourages metalinguistic awareness—the ability to reflect on the
language itself—which is a vital skill for ELLs navigating multiple linguistic systems.

Studies have shown that students engaged in word study approaches like Words Their Way
demonstrate improved spelling accuracy and phonological awareness. For example, a controlled
study involving middle school ELLs revealed that learners who participated in structured word sorts
outperformed peers in decoding and spelling assessments after a 12-week intervention period.
However, it is important to note that success often hinges on consistent implementation and teacher
expertise in adapting materials to learners’ cultural and linguistic backgrounds.



Pros and Cons in the Context of English Language Learners

Pros:

Builds foundational skills in phonics, morphology, and vocabulary.

Encourages active student engagement and critical thinking about language.

Flexible and scalable to individual learner needs and proficiency levels.

Supports transfer of skills across reading, writing, and spelling domains.

Cons:

Requires significant teacher training to effectively differentiate instruction.

Some ELLs may struggle initially with abstract sorting tasks without adequate scaffolding.

Limited digital resources tailored specifically for ELL populations compared to other
programs.

These considerations highlight the importance of integrating Words Their Way within a
comprehensive literacy framework that includes oral language development and cultural
responsiveness.

Implementing Words Their Way in Multilingual
Classrooms

The practical application of Words Their Way for English Language Learners demands strategic
planning. Educators should begin by conducting baseline assessments to determine students’ spelling
and word knowledge stages. Following this, differentiated word sorts can be introduced, emphasizing
patterns that are relevant and accessible to the learners’ current level.

Best Practices for Effective Integration

Use Visual and Contextual Supports: Incorporate images, real-life objects, and
contextualized sentences to aid comprehension during word sorting activities.



Collaborative Learning: Encourage peer interaction through group sorts and discussions,
fostering language use in social contexts.

Connect to Oral Language Skills: Pair word study with speaking and listening exercises to
reinforce sound patterns and vocabulary.

Progress Monitoring: Regularly assess student progress to adjust instruction and ensure
mastery of word patterns.

Such strategies not only enhance engagement but also address the unique challenges ELLs face in
language acquisition.

Technology and Supplementary Resources

While the core Words Their Way program is predominantly paper-based, supplementary digital tools
have emerged. Interactive apps and online resources can provide additional practice for ELLs, offering
immediate feedback and engaging multimedia elements. However, educators should critically
evaluate these tools for cultural relevance and alignment with the program’s pedagogical goals.

Future Directions and Research Opportunities

As the demographic landscape of classrooms continues to diversify, there is a growing need to tailor
literacy programs like Words Their Way explicitly for English Language Learners. Future research
could explore the integration of culturally responsive materials, the impact of bilingual word sorts, and
the effectiveness of hybrid digital-paper instruction models.

Additionally, longitudinal studies tracking ELLs’ literacy development over multiple years would
provide deeper insights into the sustained impact of word study approaches. Collaboration between
linguists, educators, and curriculum developers will be essential in refining and expanding the
program’s applicability.

Words Their Way for English Language Learners remains a promising tool in the evolving field of
literacy education. Its focus on active learning, linguistic patterns, and developmental staging aligns
well with the needs of learners acquiring English as an additional language. When implemented
thoughtfully, it can serve as a cornerstone for building robust reading and writing skills in multilingual
settings.
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  words their way for english language learners: Words Their Way with English Learners
Lori Helman, 2012 Lori Helman, Donald R. Bear, Shane Templeton, Marcia Invernizzi, and Francine
Johnston Words Their Way with English Learners: Word Study for Phonics, Vocabulary, and Spelling,

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-193/words-their-way-for-english-language-learners.pdf


2/e Words Their Way with English Learners, 2e is the most complete resource available for teachers
to use as they facilitate research-based word study in classrooms with students from varying
language backgrounds. Included in this new edition are chapter by chapter examples of students''
work, hands-on sample learning activities, illustrative graphics and tables to support the text, a
variety of word study activities, a concise outline of a research-based model of literacy development,
references to multilingual language-learning materials and websites, and more. The book is modeled
after the widely popular original book, Words Their Way, but is a stand-alone resource designed
primarily to support teachers working with students from a wide range of home languages as they
learn to read and write in English. This book is what teachers have been waiting for...it is a resource
that you can access and use just by opening the book. This ELL gem belongs in every teacher''s
library. - Daniel DeLaO, ESL Teacher, Albuquerque Public Schools, Albuquerque, New Mexico This
is a sorely needed resource that should be in professional libraries in every classroom with English
learners. - Julie Coppola, Boston University, Boston, Massachusetts I highly recommend this book...it
is practical, usable, and built on current research on English learners. - Kristi McNeal, First Grade
Teacher and Literacy Professor, California State University - Fresno, Fresno, California Lori Helman
is assistant professor in literacy education in the Department of Curriculum and Instruction at the
University of Minnesota. Her research and writing have focused extensively on the reading and
spelling development of students learning English as a new language, including other Words Their
Way instructional materials for English learners. Donald R. Bear is director of the E. L. Cord
Foundation Center for Learning and Literacy in the College of Education at the University of
Nevada, Reno. As a former preschool, third, and fourth grade teacher, Donald extends his
experience working with children who experience difficulties learning to read and write both in the
center and in numerous outreach programs. His recent research includes the study of literacy
development in different languages and the influence of first language and literacy knowledge in
learning to read in another language.
  words their way for english language learners: Words Their Way Donald Bear, Marcia
Invernizzi, Shane Templeton, Francine Johnston, 2012-09-15 A practical, research-based, and
classroom-proven way to study words with students. Designed as a supplement to the text Words
Their Way(R) with English Learners, this practical, research-based, classroom-proven approach to
studying words with students provides a complete curriculum for within word pattern spellers from
Spanish-speaking backgrounds. The approach focuses on vocabulary development and linguistic
commonalities and contrasts to help support students as they advance in English. The text outlines a
curriculum designed to scaffold students in four ways: 1) Carefully pacing and sequencing word
study learning from simple to more complex features 2) Starting with the most common and
high-utility English words 3) Teaching vocabulary through pictures and word-picture matching 4)
Providing opportunities to build on the Spanish language skills that students bring from their home
language Included are prepared reproducible sorts and step-by-step directions on how to guide
students through the sorting lesson, make literature connections, and follow-up activities to extend
the lesson through weekly routines. Teachers will find it easy to use this guide as a complement to
existing phonics, spelling, and reading curricula.
  words their way for english language learners: Writing Instruction and Assessment for
English Language Learners K-8 Susan Lenski, Frances Verbruggen, 2010-04-22 A 'must read' for all
teachers of ELLs in mainstream and ESL classrooms...The book presents step-by-step ways to
implement innovative methods and activities, emphasizing the importance of carefully planning
instruction and creating a culture of collaboration in a school. I found the cross-cultural information
about writing very important for understanding the interaction of native language and writing
development in English.-Carla Paciotto, EdD, Western Illinois University --
  words their way for english language learners: Research-based Methods of Reading
Instruction for English Language Learners, Grades K-4 Sylvia Linan-Thompson, Sharon Vaughn,
2007 This book is packed with dozens of field-tested lessons for helping English language learners
develop proficient reading skills.



  words their way for english language learners: Reaching English Language Learners in
Every Classroom Debbie Arechiga, 2013-09-27 Reach all of your English language learners with the
effective and engaging approaches in this book. It's filled with practical tools, strategies, and
real-world vignettes that will help you teach reading and writing to a diverse student population. The
book features Mental Energizers, aptitudes that will help sustain your commitment as you work in
linguistically diverse classrooms. It also highlights Strategic Energizers, teaching approaches that
promote student learning and engagement. The classroom vignettes presented along the way show
the Energizers in action. These Energizers, which can be used throughout instruction, will have you
feeling ready and motivated to bring all of your English language learners to success!
  words their way for english language learners: Building Literacy with English Language
Learners, Second Edition Kristin Lems, Leah D. Miller, Tenena M. Soro, 2017-08-17 How can
linguistics help teachers of English language learners (ELLs) improve their instruction? What
specific competencies do ELLs need to build in order to speak, listen, read, and write in a new
language? Now revised and expanded with a broader view of literacy, this book has guided
thousands of inservice and preservice teachers to understand the processes involved in
second-language acquisition and help ELLs succeed. The authors explain relevant linguistic concepts
with a focus on what works in today's diverse PreK-12 classrooms. Effective teaching strategies are
illustrated with engaging classroom vignettes; the volume also features instructive discussion
questions and a glossary. (First edition title: Teaching Reading to English Language Learners.) New
to This Edition *Broader view of literacy; increased attention to oral language and writing as well as
reading. *Chapter on digital learning, plus new content on digital technology throughout the book.
*Even more user friendly--additional classroom suggestions from real teachers, vignettes, and
examples and graphics illustrating linguistic concepts. *End-of-chapter challenge questions that
inspire deeper reflection. *Coverage of timely topics, such as numeracy and the language
innovations of text messages.
  words their way for english language learners: Helping English Language Learners
Succeed Carmen Zuniga-Dunlap, 2014-10-01 This resource provides teachers with research-based
instructional practices and strategies to guide English language learners toward academic success.
This second edition book contains effective models and background information on its approaches to
support writing, listening and speaking, reading comprehension, and vocabulary development for
English language learners.
  words their way for english language learners: Using the Language Experience Approach
With English Language Learners Denise D. Nessel, Carol N. Dixon, 2008-04-21 Packed with lessons,
sample texts, and strategies, this book helps teachers use ELL students' personal experiences to
improve their oral language, reading comprehension, and writing skills.
  words their way for english language learners: Words Their Way Marcia Invernizzi,
Francine R. Johnston, Donald R. Bear, 2004 This supplemental book expands and enriches the
practical, research-based and classroom proven way to study words with students, specifically Word
Pattern spelling.Notes for the Teacher, Organizational tips, andfollow-up activities all assist teachers
and future teachers to begin using word sorts with minimal preparation and to easily reinforce
previous word sort skills as students learn and build new ones. Designed for use as part of a reading
curriculum where word pattern spelling is covered, topics provide step-by-step instructions on how
to introduce and guide students through the sorting lesson. The freeWords Their Way CD-ROM
supplement is loaded with extra pdf files of games, word sorts, word lists, and game boards
providing ready to print activities for new teachers. The Companion Website provides a resource for
additional spelling inventories for grades 1-3, resources for using word sorts with ELL learners, and
links to related word study websites. Designed for use as part of a reading curriculum where word
pattern spelling is covered.
  words their way for english language learners: Best Practices in ELL Instruction
Guofang Li, Patricia A. Edwards, 2011-03-18 In this indispensable work, prominent authorities
review the latest research on all aspects of ELL instruction (K–12) and identify what works for



today's students and schools. Provided are best-practice guidelines for targeting reading, writing,
oral language, vocabulary, content-domain literacies, and other core skill areas; assessing culturally
and linguistically diverse students; and building strong school–home–community partnerships.
Chapters include clear-cut recommendations for teaching adolescent ELLs and those with learning
disabilities. The comprehensive scope, explicit linkages from research to practice, and guidance for
becoming a culturally informed, reflective practitioner make the book an ideal course text.
  words their way for english language learners: Teaching Reading to English Language
Learners Kristin Lems, Leah D. Miller, Tenena M. Soro, 2009-11-20 Written specifically for K–12
educators, this accessible book explains the processes involved in second-language acquisition and
provides a wealth of practical strategies for helping English language learners (ELLs) succeed at
reading. The authors integrate knowledge from two fields that often remain
disconnected—linguistics and literacy—with a focus on what works in the classroom. Teachers learn
effective practices for supporting students as they build core competencies not just for reading in
English, but also for listening, speaking, and writing. Engaging vignettes and examples illustrate
ways to promote ELLs’ communicative skills across the content areas and in formal and informal
settings.
  words their way for english language learners: Helping English Language Learners Meet
the Common Core Paul Boyd-Batstone, 2013-10-02 This new teacher-friendly book offers a quick,
efficient, easy-to-use tool--the Classroom Assessment of Language Levels (CALL)--to assess the
language levels of English learners in grades K-12. Learn how to effectively use the tool utilizing
direct interview and small-group observation to determine students’ instructional levels and needs.
Get a variety of engaging, differentiated, Common Core-based strategies that can be used
post-assessment to help students at each level improve their speaking and listening skills. Strategies
to help all your ELLs optimize their learning include... Using interactive journals Creating chart
stories Using meaningful gestures Using cognates Exploring word origins And much, much more!
  words their way for english language learners: Teaching English Language Learners
Michaela Colombo, Dana Furbush, 2009 This book prepares mainstream teachers to provide content
instruction to English language learners.
  words their way for english language learners: Teaching Reading to English Language
Learners Thomas S. C. Farrell, 2008-08-15 Truly a pleasure to read, with much helpful information.
—Deb Bible, Literacy Teacher CUSD 300, West Dundee, IL The author models a program of success
and helps the educator become better qualified in teaching the EL learner. —Lucia deSombre Malo,
Former Instructor Utah Valley State College Practical, easy-to-implement methods for helping
English language learners succeed in reading! Successfully teaching reading to English language
learners (ELLs) requires an in-depth understanding of the unique processes by which they learn to
read as well as proven strategies that teachers can use to support reading development. This
resource focuses on helping students read to learn instead of learn to read. In clear, accessible
language, this resource demystifies the research and clarifies the process for teaching reading to
ELLs. The author introduces the key principles of reading instruction for ELLs and offers a wealth of
action-oriented strategies—for use before, during, and after reading—to adapt for individual student
needs. Each chapter includes reflection questions to help educators examine their own reading
practices and better understand what it means to be a reader. Teachers will discover how to:
Increase students′ fluency and comprehension Teach vocabulary and text structure Prepare reading
lessons Assess reading proficiency Teaching Reading to English Language Learners is an ideal
primer for educators who may or may not have had experience working with ELLs.
  words their way for english language learners: The Education of English Language
Learners Marilyn Shatz, Louise C. Wilkinson, 2011-08-01 This book presents evidence-based
strategies for supporting English language learners' (ELLs') school readiness and achievement at all
grade levels. It examines the importance of communication and language use for children's learning
both in and outside of school.
  words their way for english language learners: Teaching Language Arts to English



Language Learners Anete Vásquez, Angela L. Hansen, Philip C. Smith, 2010-11-24 Examines the
challenges that English language learners face and offers educators practical suggestions on how
they can help their students learn English reading, writing, grammar, and vocabulary, as well as
build their speaking, listening, and viewing skills.
  words their way for english language learners: Preparing Quality Educators for English
Language Learners Kip Téllez, Hersh C. Waxman, 2006-08-15 This book brings together a broad
range of academics, school-based educators, and policymakers to address issues related to
improving the education of English language learners in US schools today. It serves as an important
resource to help teachers and
  words their way for english language learners: Stimulating Student Interest in
Language Learning Tan Bee Tin, 2016-08-13 This book explores the issues and concerns many
language teachers have in not just helping able students to learn a foreign or second language but
more importantly how to get reluctant learners to become interested in language learning. Tin
proposes ‘interest’ as an important construct that requires investigation if we are to understand
second language learning experiences in a modern globalised world. The book offers both
theoretical explorations and empirical findings arising from the author’s own research in the field.
Chapters demonstrate how various theoretical and empirical findings can be applied to practice so
as to raise the awareness of the importance of interest in language learning and teaching. For
teacher trainers and educators, researchers, and practising language teachers, this comprehensive
study provides tools to stimulate student interest in language learning for successful language
learning.
  words their way for english language learners: Teaching and Learning Vocabulary Elfrieda
H. Hiebert, Michael L. Kamil, 2005-05-06 This book presents scientific evidence from leading
research programs that address persistent issues regarding the role of vocabulary in text
comprehension. Part I examines how vocabulary is learned; Part II presents instructional
interventions that
  words their way for english language learners: Unlocking the Power of Academic
Vocabulary with Secondary English Language Learners Yu Ren Dong, 2013 In Unlocking the
Power of Academic Vocabulary, Dr. Yu Ren Dong, an associate professor of English education at
Queens College, City University of New York, helps secondary teachers expand their instructional
repertoire to teach academic vocabulary in a systematic, meaningful, contextualized, and exciting
way. Every secondary, subject-matter teacher will find strategies, easy-to-integrate activities, and
tips on selecting words and planning lessons. As you teach with these strategies, your English
language learners will be able to: tap into prior knowledge through cross-language transfer and
cross-cultural comparisons; use concept-based vocabulary, such as analogies, metaphorical
language, themes, sources, inquiry, and graphic organizers; interact with new words in context to
decipher euphemisms, words with multiple meanings, connotation, and context clues; engage in
interactive read-alouds, think-alouds, and wordplay; and master vocabulary through writing. Charts,
student examples, suggested resources, and subject-matter vocabulary lists give teachers the
hands-on tools they need to teach the concepts behind words as well as the actual definitions,
spelling, and sounds. Transform your academic vocabulary instruction into an engaging,
skill-building mix that carries over into students' reading, writing, thinking, and conversations in all
subject areas.
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