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what is social mobility in education and why does it matter so much in today’s society?
At its core, social mobility in education refers to the ability of individuals to move between
different social strata—or economic and social classes—through educational attainment.
This concept is fundamental because education often acts as the great equalizer, offering a
pathway for people from less privileged backgrounds to improve their life circumstances.
Understanding social mobility in education sheds light on how accessible opportunities
really are and what barriers might exist that prevent equal advancement.

Understanding Social Mobility in Education

Social mobility is a sociological term that describes the movement of individuals or groups
within or between social classes. When applied to education, it focuses on how educational
achievements can influence this movement. For example, a student born into a low-income
family who graduates from college and secures a well-paying job exemplifies upward social
mobility through education.

Why Education Is a Key Driver of Social Mobility

Education equips individuals with knowledge, skills, and qualifications that open doors to
better employment opportunities and higher incomes. It also fosters critical thinking, social
networks, and personal development, all of which contribute to upward mobility. By
providing a structured environment for learning and growth, education can help break the
cycle of poverty and limited prospects.

However, the relationship between education and social mobility is complex. While
education can facilitate upward movement, disparities in access and quality of education
often reinforce existing inequalities. For instance, students in underfunded schools may lack
the resources and support necessary to excel, which can limit social mobility despite their
potential.

Factors Influencing Social Mobility in Education

Several elements impact how effectively education promotes social mobility. These factors
range from government policies to family background and community environment.

Access to Quality Education



One of the most significant determinants of social mobility is access to quality education.
This includes availability of good schools, experienced teachers, and enriching curricula.
Unfortunately, socioeconomic status often dictates the quality of education a child receives.
Students from affluent neighborhoods typically attend better-resourced schools compared
to those in disadvantaged areas, which creates an uneven playing field.

Family and Community Support

Family involvement and encouragement play a crucial role in educational success. Children
whose parents emphasize the value of education and provide support tend to perform
better academically. Moreover, communities that foster a culture of learning and have
access to libraries, extracurricular activities, and mentorship programs can significantly
enhance social mobility prospects.

Economic Barriers and Financial Aid

The cost of education, especially higher education, can be prohibitive for many families.
Tuition fees, books, and living expenses add up, creating financial hurdles that prevent
talented students from pursuing further studies. Scholarship programs, grants, and
government financial aid are essential in mitigating these barriers and promoting equal
opportunity.

The Role of Educational Policies in Enhancing
Social Mobility

Governments and educational institutions have a critical responsibility to design policies
that promote social mobility. These policies can address systemic inequalities and ensure
that education serves as a ladder rather than a barrier.

Implementing Inclusive Education Systems

Inclusive education policies aim to provide equitable learning environments for all students,
regardless of their backgrounds. This includes integrating students with disabilities,
ensuring gender equality, and supporting minority groups. By fostering diversity and
inclusion, education systems can help reduce social stratification and promote upward
mobility.

Investing in Early Childhood Education

Research shows that early childhood education has a profound impact on long-term social
mobility. High-quality preschool programs can improve cognitive and social skills, especially



for children from disadvantaged backgrounds. Investing in early education sets a strong
foundation and helps close achievement gaps before they widen.

Expanding Vocational and Adult Education

Not all social mobility is achieved through traditional academic routes. Vocational training
and adult education offer alternative pathways for individuals seeking to improve their skills
and job prospects. Policies that expand access to such programs can help those already in
the workforce or those who left school early to climb the social ladder.

Measuring Social Mobility in Education

Understanding how well education promotes social mobility requires robust measurement
tools. Researchers and policymakers use various indicators to assess this dynamic.

Intergenerational Income Mobility

This metric examines how a person’s income compares to that of their parents. High
intergenerational mobility suggests that individuals can significantly change their economic
status compared to their family of origin, often facilitated by educational attainment.

Educational Attainment and Outcomes

Tracking levels of education completed by different social groups offers insight into mobility
patterns. Graduation rates, college enrollment, and job placement statistics help identify
disparities and progress over time.

Social Mobility Indices

Some organizations create comprehensive indices combining income, education, health,
and other social factors to provide a multidimensional view of social mobility. These indices
help pinpoint areas where educational interventions may be most needed.

Challenges and Barriers to Social Mobility
Through Education

Despite its potential, education does not guarantee social mobility for everyone. Several
persistent challenges hinder equal opportunity.



Economic Inequality and Educational Segregation

Economic disparities often translate into segregated schooling environments. Children from
wealthy families receive better educational resources, while those in poorer communities
face overcrowded classrooms and fewer extracurricular options. This segregation
perpetuates cycles of disadvantage.

Bias and Discrimination

Systemic biases related to race, ethnicity, gender, and disability can affect educational
experiences and outcomes. Discrimination in school discipline, tracking, or teacher
expectations can limit opportunities for marginalized students, reducing their chances for
upward mobility.

Lack of Mentorship and Role Models

Having access to mentors and role models who have successfully navigated educational
and career paths is invaluable. Without such guidance, students from underrepresented
groups may struggle to envision or achieve upward mobility.

Strategies to Promote Social Mobility Through
Education

Addressing these barriers requires concerted efforts from educators, policymakers,
communities, and families alike.

Increase Funding for Underserved Schools: Allocating more resources to schools
in low-income areas can improve facilities, hire quality teachers, and provide
enrichment programs.

Expand Access to Scholarships and Financial Aid: Financial support can reduce
dropout rates and enable more students to pursue higher education.

Implement Early Intervention Programs: Programs targeting literacy and
numeracy skills in early grades help close achievement gaps.

Promote Inclusive Curriculum and Teaching Practices: Culturally responsive
education can engage diverse learners and improve outcomes.

Encourage Parental and Community Engagement: Strong partnerships between
schools and families foster supportive learning environments.



By applying these strategies, societies can make meaningful strides toward ensuring that
education serves as a genuine vehicle for social mobility.

The concept of social mobility in education reminds us that while education holds
tremendous power to transform lives, its promise is not equally realized by all.
Understanding the mechanisms behind social mobility and the obstacles that exist is crucial
for creating a fairer, more equitable educational landscape. When we invest in removing
barriers and expanding opportunities, education can truly become the key to unlocking
potential and reshaping futures across generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is social mobility in education?
Social mobility in education refers to the ability of individuals or groups to move up or down
the social hierarchy through educational achievements, influencing their socio-economic
status.

Why is social mobility important in education?
Social mobility is important because it provides opportunities for individuals from
disadvantaged backgrounds to improve their life circumstances through education,
promoting equality and reducing poverty.

How does education influence social mobility?
Education equips individuals with knowledge, skills, and qualifications that can lead to
better job prospects and higher incomes, thereby enabling upward social mobility.

What factors affect social mobility in education?
Factors include access to quality education, family background, socio-economic status,
government policies, and societal inequalities.

Can social mobility through education reduce
inequality?
Yes, by providing equal educational opportunities, social mobility can help reduce income
and social inequalities across generations.

What role do schools play in promoting social mobility?
Schools provide the foundational knowledge and skills necessary for higher education and
employment, and inclusive schools can help level the playing field for disadvantaged
students.



How do government policies impact social mobility in
education?
Government policies such as scholarships, affirmative action, and funding for underserved
schools can enhance social mobility by making education more accessible and equitable.

Is social mobility in education the same across all
countries?
No, social mobility varies widely across countries due to differences in education systems,
economic structures, social policies, and cultural factors.

What challenges exist in achieving social mobility
through education?
Challenges include unequal access to quality education, socio-economic barriers,
discrimination, and disparities in resources and opportunities.

Additional Resources
**Understanding Social Mobility in Education: Pathways to Equal Opportunity**

what is social mobility in education is a question that underpins many debates about
equity, access, and the role of schooling in shaping societies. At its core, social mobility in
education refers to the ability of individuals or groups to move between different social
strata through educational attainment. This concept is pivotal because education is widely
viewed as a primary driver of socioeconomic advancement, offering a route out of poverty
and towards improved living standards and opportunities. However, the dynamics
surrounding social mobility are complex, influenced by socioeconomic factors, educational
policies, and broader societal structures.

Defining Social Mobility in the Educational
Context

Social mobility broadly describes the movement of individuals or families within or between
social classes or economic positions. When applied specifically to education, it focuses on
how access to quality education and subsequent academic achievement can alter an
individual's social standing relative to their family background. Essentially, it asks whether
education can level the playing field or whether it perpetuates existing inequalities.

The concept often distinguishes between two types of social mobility:

- **Intergenerational mobility:** Changes in social status from one generation to the next,
often mediated by education.
- **Intragenerational mobility:** Changes in an individual’s social status within their own



lifetime, frequently linked to educational and career achievements.

Educational Attainment as a Vehicle for Social Mobility

Education is frequently heralded as the great equalizer, a mechanism through which
individuals born into disadvantaged circumstances can improve their social and economic
outcomes. Higher levels of education — such as completing secondary school, attending
university, or acquiring vocational qualifications — are associated with better job prospects,
higher income, and greater social capital.

However, educational systems themselves are not always neutral. Inequities in access,
quality, and resources can limit the potential for education to serve as a genuine vehicle for
mobility. For instance, students from affluent families often attend better-funded schools,
receive more academic support, and have access to extracurricular enrichment, all of which
contribute to higher educational achievement.

Factors Influencing Social Mobility in Education

Understanding what influences social mobility in education requires examining several
interrelated factors:

Socioeconomic Background

Family income, parental education levels, and social networks profoundly impact
educational outcomes. Children from higher socioeconomic backgrounds generally have
access to enhanced learning environments, such as private tutoring, technology, and
culturally enriching activities. Conversely, those from lower-income families face challenges
like limited resources, unstable living conditions, and less academic support.

Quality and Accessibility of Educational Institutions

The disparities between schools across different neighborhoods or regions significantly
affect students’ chances of upward mobility. Public schools in disadvantaged areas may
struggle with overcrowding, underqualified teachers, and insufficient funding, leading to
lower student performance. In contrast, elite institutions often provide superior instruction,
facilities, and pathways to prestigious universities.

Government Policies and Educational Reforms

Policies aimed at increasing access to education—such as scholarships, affirmative action,
and early childhood programs—can mitigate barriers to mobility. For example, initiatives



like free school meals, subsidized transportation, and inclusive curricula have shown
promise in promoting equity. However, the effectiveness of these strategies depends on
robust implementation and ongoing support.

Cultural Capital and Social Networks

Beyond tangible resources, social mobility is influenced by cultural capital—skills,
knowledge, and behaviors that align with dominant societal norms. Students who possess
or acquire cultural capital through family or schooling are better equipped to navigate
academic and professional environments. Additionally, social networks can open doors to
internships, mentorships, and employment opportunities, further enhancing mobility
prospects.

Measuring Social Mobility in Education

Tracking social mobility in education involves analyzing longitudinal data comparing
individuals’ educational outcomes and socio-economic status over time. Common indicators
include:

- Rates of high school and college completion among different social groups.
- Changes in occupational status relative to parental occupations.
- Income mobility correlated with educational credentials.
- Access to elite educational institutions by socioeconomic background.

For instance, studies in OECD countries suggest that while education increases mobility
opportunities, the degree varies widely. Nordic countries, with robust welfare systems and
equitable education policies, tend to exhibit higher social mobility compared to countries
where education is more stratified by socioeconomic status.

Challenges in Measuring and Achieving Social Mobility

Despite the wealth of data, measuring true social mobility remains challenging due to
factors like:

- The multifaceted nature of social class and status.
- The lag between educational attainment and social outcomes.
- External influences such as economic cycles and labor market conditions.

Moreover, upward mobility is not guaranteed by education alone. Structural inequalities
and systemic biases can limit the translation of educational credentials into improved social
status.



The Role of Education Systems in Promoting or
Hindering Social Mobility

Education systems worldwide vary in how well they facilitate social mobility. Some key
considerations include:

Tracking and Streaming

Many education systems track or stream students into different academic pathways based
on perceived ability. While intended to tailor instruction, this practice can reinforce social
inequalities if students from disadvantaged backgrounds are disproportionately placed in
lower tracks, limiting their future opportunities.

Standardized Testing

Standardized exams are often used to allocate educational resources and opportunities.
Critics argue that these tests may reflect cultural biases and unequal preparation,
disadvantaging students from marginalized groups and thereby constraining mobility.

Higher Education Access

Access to universities and colleges is a critical juncture for social mobility. Financial
barriers, admissions criteria, and availability of support services affect whether students
from lower socioeconomic backgrounds can pursue higher education and benefit from its
mobility potential.

Global Perspectives on Social Mobility in
Education

International comparisons reveal diverse experiences of social mobility through education:

- **United States:** Despite being perceived as a meritocratic society, the U.S. exhibits
relatively low social mobility compared to other developed nations, with significant
disparities linked to race and income.
- **United Kingdom:** Social mobility in the UK is hindered by educational inequality and
class stratification, although policies like widening participation in higher education aim to
address these gaps.
- **Scandinavian countries:** Countries like Finland and Sweden showcase strong social
safety nets and inclusive education systems, leading to higher rates of social mobility.
- **Developing countries:** In many low- and middle-income countries, limited access to
quality education and systemic poverty pose significant barriers to social mobility.



Emerging Trends and Innovations

Recent trends influencing social mobility include:

- The rise of online and distance learning, potentially increasing access for underserved
populations.
- Vocational and technical education as alternative pathways to upward mobility.
- Increased focus on early childhood education to address inequalities from the earliest
stages.
- Policy experimentation with universal basic education and conditional cash transfers.

Implications for Policy and Society

Enhancing social mobility through education requires multifaceted strategies:

Investing in early childhood education to close developmental gaps.

Ensuring equitable funding and resources across schools.

Reforming admissions and tracking systems to reduce bias.

Providing financial aid and support services for disadvantaged students.

Encouraging community and parental engagement in education.

These measures not only promote fairness but also contribute to economic growth and
social cohesion by harnessing the potential of all citizens.

As societies grapple with persistent inequality, understanding what is social mobility in
education and how to foster it remains a critical concern for educators, policymakers, and
communities alike. The pathways to mobility are neither simple nor guaranteed, but
through informed interventions and sustained commitment, education can fulfill its promise
as a catalyst for social progress.

What Is Social Mobility In Education

  what is social mobility in education: Social Mobility in Britain Erzsébet Bukodi, John H.
Goldthorpe, 2019 A comprehensive examination of social mobility and education in Britain that
exposes the prevailing misconception in political and policy circles of social mobility in decline. For
students, researchers, policymakers, and anyone interested in the issues surrounding social
inequality, social mobility and education.
  what is social mobility in education: Education and Social Mobility Phillip Brown, Diane
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Reay, Carol Vincent, 2017-10-02 The study of education and social mobility has been a key area of
sociological research since the 1950s. The importance of this research derives from the systematic
analysis of functionalist theories of industrialism. Functionalist theories assume that the
complementary demands of efficiency and justice result in more ‘meritocratic’ societies,
characterized by high rates of social mobility. Much of the sociological evidence has cast doubt on
this optimistic, if not utopian, claim that reform of the education system could eliminate the
influence of class, gender and ethnicity on academic performance and occupational destinations.
This book brings together sixteen cutting-edge articles on education and social mobility. It also
includes an introductory essay offering a guide to the main issues and controversies addressed by
authors from several countries. This comprehensive volume makes an important contribution to our
theoretical and empirical understanding of the changing relationship between origins, education and
destinations. This timely collection is also relevant to policy-makers as education and social mobility
are firmly back on both national and global political agendas, viewed as key to creating fairer
societies and more competitive economies. This book was originally published as a special issue of
the British Journal of Sociology of Education.
  what is social mobility in education: Social Mobility in the 19th and 20th Centuries
Hartmut Kaelble, 1985
  what is social mobility in education: Polished Melissa Osborne, 2024-05 A college
education-especially an elite one-is often a gateway to prestigious careers and wealth accumulation.
But that gate is hard to pass through for those with few resources. High tuition and admissions
barriers including standardized tests that require expensive preparation have historically kept many
low-income students out of elite colleges and universities. Some of these institutions have taken
measures to break down barriers that prevent low-income students from attending their schools. Not
only are these colleges recruiting high-achieving students from low-income backgrounds, they're
providing tuition grants instead of loans and on-campus resources to support these students.
However, as sociologist Melissa Osborne shows in Polished, many of these students still aren't
thriving--
  what is social mobility in education: The Land of Opportunity? Florian R. Hertel, Fabian T.
Pfeffer, 2015 This article provides insights into the long-term trends of intergenerational mobility of
men and women born in the United States. We study both absolute and relative social mobility and
analyze in some detail the relation between education and intergenerational mobility. We document
massive changes in the occupational structure and the educational system of the US. Especially
women benefitted consistently from the trend towards a post-industrial society, experiencing
decreasing levels of downward mobility, while tendencies towards polarization of the occupational
structure increased downward mobility for men. We find little evidence that education is becoming
increasingly a motor for absolute upward mobility but our findings suggest that class placement is
becoming more heterogeneous across educational levels. Our assessment of changes in relative
mobility levels and how they relate to changes in education reveals quite different stories for men
and women. While class fluidity increased among men, it remained stable among women. We find
that the moderate increases in class fluidity among men are primarily driven by educational
expansion and the compositional effect. For women, on the contrary, educational expansion alone
had the potential to decrease female fluidity - chiefly since it elevated women's qualifications and
enabled them henceforth to gain access to occupations restricted to their fathers.
  what is social mobility in education: Teaching and Learning to Unlock Social Mobility
for Every Child Sonia Blandford, Stefan Burkey, 2023-04-10 Teaching and Learning to Unlock
Social Mobility for Every Child is a topical and insightful text that guides readers through
evidence-based practice that will improve outcomes for all involved in education, increasing social
mobility and inclusion in every sense. In the past 30 years, how children and young people learn has
changed considerably as challenges of social mobility become more apparent. Cultural and social
economic disadvantage is evident, as is the need to focus on mutuality in education, whereby all
children and young people are valued regardless of their background, challenges or needs. In this



context, Teaching and Learning to Unlock Social Mobility for Every Child is the first work to capture
and clearly explain practical teaching and learning approaches that can be used in any school. It
circles around the creativity and technology of pedagogy, exploring an educational agenda that is
genuinely rooted in social mobility for all children. Written accessibly and full of case studies, this
book is intended to guide practitioners and stakeholders at all levels of education from school
leaders to researchers, students and teachers. It will help them to impart the skills and capacities
which children and young people require to drive their future social mobility and address the
challenges they will face on their own terms.
  what is social mobility in education: Education and Intergenerational Social Mobility in
Europe and the United States Richard Breen, Walter Müller, 2020
  what is social mobility in education: Educational Upward Mobility Antonia Kupfer,
2015-04-14 What enables the few working-class people who enter higher education to achieve
against the odds? This book offers answers by comparing social contexts, educational institutions
and policies in Austria and England to demonstrate a surprising number of similarities behind those
who succeed using Bourdieu's concept of habitus.
  what is social mobility in education: Social Mobility and Higher Education Mary Stuart, 2012
At a time when the shape of society in the UK is changing, this book makes clear what social
mobility is and explores what enables upward mobility. Education is seen as a key element in
creating opportunities and life chances central to developing a more equal society, but the
diminishing level of opportunity available to people from lower socio-economic groups is increasingly
causing concern. Professor Stuart examines the role of higher education in supporting social
mobility from the viewpoint of students who went to university during the last half century. Based on
nearly 150 life history accounts from graduates who were the first in their families to enter higher
education, she shows how individuals moved from their families, often in poor communities, to
achieve at university and go on to work in academia. Through a life history approach, the author
analyzes these graduates' perceptions of the changes to their lives, their social position and its effect
on their identities. The stories reveal a pattern of movement and of flow, often locating the
individuals between and within class, gender and ethnic identities, and linking theories of social
mobility to the wider debates on an increasingly mobile world. The book tracks the impact of
changes to policies for higher education from the 1950s to the present day through the lens of
individual life stories and richly details the effects of political decisions on ordinary people's lives.
Governments of all flavors have expressed interest in the question of social mobility. Social Mobility
and Higher Education is important reading for policy makers, teachers, academics and university
managers.
  what is social mobility in education: Higher Education, Social Class and Social Mobility
Ann-Marie Bathmaker, Nicola Ingram, Jessie Abrahams, Anthony Hoare, Richard Waller, Harriet
Bradley, 2016-07-30 This book explores higher education, social class and social mobility from the
point of view of those most intimately involved: the undergraduate students. It is based on a project
which followed a cohort of young undergraduate students at Bristol's two universities in the UK
through from their first year of study for the following three years, when most of them were about to
enter the labour market or further study. The students were paired by university, by subject of study
and by class background, so that the fortunes of middle-class and working-class students could be
compared. Narrative data gathered over three years are located in the context of a hierarchical and
stratified higher education system, in order to consider the potential of higher education as a vehicle
of social mobility.
  what is social mobility in education: Social Mobility, Education and Populism Sergio
Perelman, Pierre Pestieau, Maria del Mar Racionero, 2023
  what is social mobility in education: Social Mobility, Social Inequality, and the Role of
Higher Education , 2023-06-05 The book explores the role of higher education in increasing social
mobility and reducing social inequality in today’s world. The first part examines the cultural
openness of the knowledge society and its contribution to reducing social inequalities. The second



part examines inclusive higher education in support of social mobility. The third part reveals digital
technologies in higher education and their significance for the growth of social mobility. The fourth
part discusses the best international practices and offers recommendations for educational
management in support of reducing social inequalities.
  what is social mobility in education: Education and Social Mobility Kate Hoskins, Bernard
Barker, 2014 This title examines government plans to improve upward mobility in England and
considers the chances of success in the light of qualitative interviews with 88 school students. It
suggests that governments consistently underestimate the resistances to mobility that are embedded
in social and occupational structures.
  what is social mobility in education: Costly Opportunities María José Álvarez-Rivadulla,
2024-05-31 This Element investigates entrenched inequality in Latin America through a unique case
of class integration in Colombian higher education. Examining a forgivable loan program benefiting
40,000 high-achieving individuals from disadvantaged backgrounds, the Element introduces 'gate
opening' and 'diversified networks' as mechanisms countering traditional inequality reproduction.
Utilizing a longitudinal, ethnographic approach, it explores the evolving process of social mobility
within an elite school, emphasizing subjective experiences and challenges. Despite educational gaps
and stark social differences, most students formed cross-class friendships, completed their
education, and achieved higher socioeconomic positions. Yet, in so doing they had to face several
costs of social mobility resourcing to strategies such as camouflaging or disclosing, sometimes
becoming culturally omnivourous in the end. The significance of a prestigious degree varies based
on the professional labor market, with first-generation students facing more challenges in low
quality or elitist markets where cultural and social capital act as entry barriers.
  what is social mobility in education: The Success Paradox Atherton, Graeme, 2016-01-27
Social mobility needs a re-boot. The narrow, economistic way of measuring it favoured by politicians
and academics is unsustainable and is contributing to rising inequality. This timely book provides an
alternative, original vision of social mobility and a route-map to achieving it. It examines how the
term ‘social mobility’ structures what success means and the impact that has on society. Providing a
new holistic approach that encompasses education, the economy and politics, Atherton recasts the
relationship with employers, embracing radical opportunities provided by technology and rethinking
what higher education means. He also goes beyond employment to incorporate progress in non-work
areas of life. Based on the need to improve well-being, not just income or occupation, the book
addresses one of the key issues facing 21st century society in a new way and provides valuable
insights for policymakers and academics.
  what is social mobility in education: A Comprehensive Study of Education Ravi S.
Samuel, 2011 Intended for the undergraduate and postgraduate students of education, this book is
an earnest endeavour to provide the readers with a thorough understanding of the various concepts
of education. The exhaustive treatment of the topics in a cogent manner will enable the students to
grasp the subject in an easy-to-understand manner. Organized in seven units, the chapters
encompass the different pedagogical features of education addressing some of the broad areas of
concern, and upholding the intrinsic details of education in the emerging society. The various
education commissions, their roles in spreading education in the present age and the remedies to
correct their laws are also covered in great details. This textbook can also be useful to the teachers
and research scholars as a reference material.
  what is social mobility in education: Social Mobility Pitirim Aleksandrovich Sorokin, 1927
  what is social mobility in education: PISA Equity in Education Breaking Down Barriers to
Social Mobility OECD, 2018-10-23 In times of growing economic inequality, improving equity in
education becomes more urgent. While some countries and economies that participate in the OECD
Programme for International Student Assessment (PISA) have managed to build education systems
where socio-economic status makes less of a ...
  what is social mobility in education: Economic and Social Mobility National Academies of
Sciences Engineering and Medicine, Division of Behavioral and Social Sciences and Education,



Committee on National Statistics, Committee on Population, Committee on a Research Agenda for
Improving Economic and Social Mobility in the United States, 2025-04-10 Intergenerational mobility
is an important measure of well-being that underlies a fundamental value: that anyone should be
able to succeed economically based on their own merits, regardless of their circumstances. This has
been a value held by many Americans throughout U.S. history, even as many observers may rightly
argue that it has been, at times and for many groups, severely constrained. For all the emphasis
placed on mobility in the United States, the chances Americans have of doing better than their
parents and their chances of succeeding economically regardless of the advantages of birth are not
higher than in other wealthy countries. This report provides a forward-looking framework for data,
research, and policy initiatives to boost upward mobility and better fulfill promises of opportunity
and advancement for all members of U.S. society. The report focuses on key domains that shape
mobility, including early life and family; the spaces and places where people live and work;
postsecondary education; and credit, wealth, and debt. It also discusses the data infrastructure
needed to support an extensive research agenda on economic and social mobility.
  what is social mobility in education: The Educated Underclass Gary Roth, 2019-04-20 We live
in a world with too many graduates fighting for too few jobs; where Deliveroo and FedEx drivers
have advanced degrees. The Educated Underclass offers a much-needed look at this societal
restructuring from the perspective of students. Gary Roth examines the way that universities often
reproduce traditional class hierarchies, the mechanisms that enable upward and downward social
mobility, and how the 'overproduction of intelligence' hinders students, calling for a realignment of
how social classes function today. The dream of social mobility is dying. Where previous generations
where expected to surpass their parents' level of economic success, prospects for today's graduates
are increasingly bleak.
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