the rise of silas lapham

The Rise of Silas Lapham: A Journey Through Ambition and Morality

the rise of silas lapham is more than just the title of a classic American novel; it encapsulates a
compelling narrative about ambition, ethics, and social mobility in the late 19th century. Written by
William Dean Howells, this story follows the journey of Silas Lapham, a self-made paint manufacturer
who climbs the economic ladder through hard work and determination. But beyond the surface, it
explores the complex interplay of integrity, societal expectations, and personal growth. For readers
and scholars alike, the rise of Silas Lapham offers an insightful look into the American Dream and its
costs.

The Historical Context Behind the Rise of Silas Lapham

To fully appreciate the narrative, it's helpful to understand the socio-economic backdrop of the era.

The late 1800s in America was a time of rapid industrialization, burgeoning capitalism, and shifting

social classes. Entrepreneurs like Silas Lapham embodied the spirit of the self-made man, a central

figure in American culture. However, this period was also marked by intense social stratification and
moral questioning about the means used to achieve success.

The rise of Silas Lapham, therefore, is not just about personal wealth accumulation but also about
navigating the often conflicting demands of ethics and progress. This theme resonates with audiences
because it reflects ongoing debates about capitalism, social responsibility, and personal integrity.

Understanding Silas Lapham’s Character and
Ambitions

At the heart of the story is Silas Lapham himself—an industrious and practical individual who starts
from modest beginnings and builds a successful paint manufacturing business. His ambition is
straightforward: to secure financial stability and social respectability for his family. However, unlike
many archetypal businessmen of his time, Lapham'’s story delves deeply into the moral dilemmas he
faces as he climbs the ladder.

From Humble Beginnings to Industrial Success

Silas Lapham’s journey begins in a modest setting, highlighting the classic rags-to-riches motif. His
rise is fueled by ingenuity and a relentless work ethic, qualities that remain central to the American
Dream. Yet, Howells carefully portrays the challenges that accompany such success, including the
pressure to conform to the elite’s social codes.



The Intersection of Business and Ethics

One of the most compelling aspects of the rise of Silas Lapham is how it addresses the tension
between profit and principle. Lapham’s decisions in business often bring him into conflict with his own
moral compass. This internal struggle invites readers to question whether true success is possible
without compromise and how individuals reconcile ambition with honesty.

The Social Dynamics and Class Struggles in the
Narrative

A significant portion of the story focuses on the social environment surrounding Silas Lapham. As he
moves into Boston’s upper class, he encounters families with old money and established social status.
The rise of Silas Lapham is as much about gaining acceptance in these circles as it is about financial
achievement.

Old Money vs. New Money

The novel contrasts the nouveau riche, represented by Lapham, with the traditional aristocracy. This
tension highlights the rigid class distinctions of the period and the challenges newcomers faced in
gaining social legitimacy. The interactions between these groups reveal the social prejudices and
expectations that dictated behavior and relationships.

Family and Social Reputation

For Silas Lapham, maintaining family honor becomes a driving force behind many of his choices. The
story explores how social reputation can both inspire and constrain individuals, showing the delicate
balance required to protect one’s name while pursuing personal goals.

Literary Significance and Themes Explored

William Dean Howells is often called the “Dean of American Letters,” and his work on the rise of Silas
Lapham is a prime example of literary realism. The novel eschews romanticized portrayals of success
and instead offers a nuanced, sometimes critical view of American society.

Realism and Moral Complexity

Unlike many stories of the time that either glorified or vilified wealth, Howells presents Silas Lapham
as a multidimensional character. His flaws, virtues, and ethical struggles are rendered with subtlety,
making the narrative a profound study of human nature and social forces.



The American Dream Examined

The rise of Silas Lapham probes the ideals and realities of the American Dream. It questions the idea
that hard work alone guarantees happiness and respect, suggesting that societal acceptance often
requires sacrifices that test one’s character.

Why the Rise of Silas Lapham Still Matters Today

More than a century after its publication, the story of Silas Lapham continues to resonate. Its
exploration of ambition, morality, and social mobility remains relevant in today’s world, where similar
themes persist in business and personal life.

Lessons on Integrity and Ambition

In an age where corporate ethics and personal branding are hot topics, Silas Lapham’s journey serves
as a reminder of the importance of balancing success with honesty. His story encourages reflection on
the costs of ambition and the value of staying true to one’s principles.

Understanding Social Mobility

The novel also sheds light on the barriers and prejudices that newcomers face when trying to enter
established social circles. This insight is valuable for anyone interested in the dynamics of class and
status, whether in historical or contemporary settings.

Tips for Readers Exploring the Rise of Silas Lapham

If you're diving into Howells’ novel for the first time, here are some tips to enrich your experience:
* Pay attention to character development: Notice how Silas evolves throughout the story,
especially in response to social pressures.

e Consider the historical context: Understanding the economic and social conditions of the
late 19th century adds depth to the narrative.

* Reflect on the moral questions raised: Think about how the themes of ethics and ambition
apply to modern life.

e Engage with the social commentary: Observe how Howells critiques both the nouveau riche
and the established elite.



The rise of Silas Lapham is more than a tale of business success; it’s a rich exploration of the human
spirit navigating the complex terrain of society, morality, and identity. Its enduring relevance invites
readers to reflect on their own values and the meaning of true achievement.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'The Rise of Silas Lapham' about?

‘The Rise of Silas Lapham' is a novel by William Dean Howells that explores the life and moral
struggles of Silas Lapham, a self-made businessman trying to establish himself in Boston society.

Who is Silas Lapham in the novel?

Silas Lapham is the protagonist, a successful paint manufacturer who rises from humble beginnings to
wealth, facing ethical dilemmas and social challenges along the way.

What are the main themes of 'The Rise of Silas Lapham'?

The novel addresses themes such as social class, morality, the American Dream, integrity, and the
conflict between wealth and ethics.

When was 'The Rise of Silas Lapham' published?

The novel was first published in 1885.

How does Silas Lapham's character develop throughout the
novel?

Silas evolves from a confident, ambitious businessman to a more reflective and morally conscious
individual who grapples with the consequences of his decisions.

What role does social class play in the novel?

Social class is central to the story, highlighting the tensions between old-money Boston society and
the new wealthy industrialists like Silas Lapham.

How does William Dean Howells portray the American Dream
in the novel?

The novel presents a critical view of the American Dream, showing both the opportunities for success
and the ethical compromises that can come with the pursuit of wealth.

Is 'The Rise of Silas Lapham' considered a realist novel?

Yes, it is considered a classic example of literary realism, focusing on everyday life and moral issues
faced by ordinary people.



What is the significance of the title 'The Rise of Silas
Lapham'?

The title reflects Silas Lapham's social and economic ascent but also hints at the personal and moral
challenges that come with his rise.

How has 'The Rise of Silas Lapham' influenced American
literature?

The novel has been influential for its realistic depiction of American society and its exploration of
ethical questions, inspiring later writers concerned with social issues and character-driven stories.

Additional Resources

The Rise of Silas Lapham: An Analytical Review of William Dean Howells’ Seminal Work

the rise of silas lapham stands as a pivotal exploration of ambition, morality, and social mobility in
late 19th-century America. This novel, penned by William Dean Howells and first published in 1885,
captures the nuanced complexities of a self-made man’s ascent into the upper echelons of Boston
society. Renowned as a hallmark of literary realism, *The Rise of Silas Lapham* delves into themes of
integrity, materialism, and the clash between old money and new wealth, offering a rich narrative that
continues to resonate with readers and scholars alike.

Contextualizing The Rise of Silas Lapham in American
Literature

To understand the significance of *The Rise of Silas Lapham*, it is essential to situate it within the
broader framework of American literary realism. Emerging in the post-Civil War era, realism sought to
depict life with fidelity and detail, emphasizing the ordinary over the idealized. Howells, often
regarded as the “Dean of American Letters,” championed this movement by focusing on the social
and ethical dilemmas faced by everyday individuals. The novel’s protagonist, Silas Lapham, embodies
the archetype of the industrious entrepreneur, a figure emblematic of the Gilded Age’s capitalist
spirit.

By portraying the rise of Silas Lapham, Howells offers a critical lens on the American Dream,
emphasizing both its allure and its pitfalls. The narrative’s setting in Boston—an epicenter of historical
wealth and cultural prestige—further accentuates the tension between emerging industrial fortunes
and established aristocracy.

Plot Overview and Character Dynamics

At its core, *The Rise of Silas Lapham* chronicles the journey of Silas Lapham from a successful paint
manufacturer to a socially ambitious gentleman. His newfound wealth allows him to infiltrate Boston’s
elite circles, but it also exposes him to ethical quandaries and personal conflicts. The story intricately



weaves Silas’s interactions with other characters, such as his family, love interest Irene Langdon, and
rival Tom Corey, to highlight differing value systems and social expectations.

The novel’s structure, with its steady build-up of tension and moral scrutiny, reflects Howells’
dedication to portraying human complexity without resorting to melodrama. Silas’s internal
struggles—balancing honesty with social advancement—are emblematic of the broader societal
challenges faced during the rapid economic transformations of the era.

Thematic Exploration of Ambition and Ethics

One of the most compelling aspects of *The Rise of Silas Lapham* is its examination of ambition and
ethical integrity. Silas’s rise is not merely a success story but a nuanced portrayal of the sacrifices
and moral compromises inherent in the pursuit of wealth and status.

Howells critiques the materialistic tendencies of the Gilded Age by juxtaposing Silas’s straightforward,
hardworking character against the pretensions of Boston’s old-money elite. The theme of honesty
versus hypocrisy permeates the narrative, especially as Silas confronts the consequences of business
decisions and societal judgments.

This moral exploration is particularly relevant in the context of late 19th-century capitalism, where
rapid industrialization often outpaced ethical considerations. The novel implicitly questions whether
financial success can coexist with personal integrity, a dilemma that remains pertinent in
contemporary discussions of business ethics.

Social Mobility and Class Conflict

The rise of Silas Lapham also offers a critical investigation into social mobility and class tensions. Silas
represents the “new man,” whose wealth is self-made rather than inherited. His attempts to integrate
into Boston’s established aristocracy reveal the rigid social hierarchies that persisted despite
economic changes.

Howells illuminates the challenges faced by new money in gaining acceptance, often encountering
suspicion, condescension, or outright hostility from the traditional elite. Moreover, the novel highlights
the cultural and value clashes between these groups, underscoring the complexity of social
assimilation.

This dynamic serves as a microcosm of broader societal shifts during the late 1800s, when America
grappled with industrialization’s impact on class structures and social identity. The novel’s subtle
critique of elitism and social exclusivity enhances its enduring relevance.

Literary Style and Realism in The Rise of Silas Lapham

William Dean Howells’s prose in *The Rise of Silas Lapham* exemplifies literary realism through its
meticulous attention to detail and psychological depth. Unlike the sensationalism common in some
Victorian novels, Howells opts for a restrained narrative style that prioritizes authenticity and



character development.

His use of dialogue and internal monologue provides insight into the motivations and conflicts of the
characters, fostering empathy and understanding. The descriptive passages about Boston’s social
milieu and the business world offer a vivid backdrop that grounds the story in a recognizable reality.

Furthermore, Howells’s balanced portrayal avoids vilifying or idealizing any character; instead, he
presents multifaceted individuals navigating a complex social landscape. This nuanced
characterization enhances the novel’s critical examination of human nature and societal pressures.

Comparative Insights: The Rise of Silas Lapham vs.
Contemporary Works

When compared to contemporaneous works like Henry James’s *The Portrait of a Lady* or Mark
Twain’s *The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn*, *The Rise of Silas Lapham* occupies a unique space
within American realism. While James often focused on psychological intricacies within upper-class
settings and Twain employed satire to critique social issues, Howells merges these approaches by
combining ethical inquiry with social commentary.

The novel’s focus on business ethics and social mobility distinguishes it from many literary works of
its time, offering a pragmatic yet empathetic perspective on the consequences of industrial
capitalism. This focus not only enriches the novel’s thematic texture but also broadens its appeal to
readers interested in economic history and social dynamics.

Enduring Impact and Relevance in Modern Scholarship

The rise of Silas Lapham remains a significant subject of academic study and literary critique. Its
exploration of morality, ambition, and class continues to offer valuable insights into American
society’s evolution. Scholars frequently analyze the novel’s treatment of capitalism’s ethical
dimensions and its representation of gender and family roles during the Gilded Age.

Moreover, contemporary readers find resonance in Silas Lapham’s story as it parallels modern
concerns about wealth disparity, social acceptance, and personal integrity. The novel’s balanced
perspective encourages ongoing dialogue about the complexities of success and the true cost of
upward mobility.

Through its enduring themes and masterful storytelling, *The Rise of Silas Lapham* secures its place

as a foundational text in American literature, bridging historical context and timeless human
concerns.
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the rise of silas lapham: The Rise of Silas Lapham William Dean Howells, 1891
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the rise of silas lapham: The Rise of Silas L.apham William Dean Howells, 1979 The Rise of
Silas Lapham was the first important novel to center on the American businessman and the first to
treat its theme with a realism that foreshadowed the work of modern writers. In his story of one of
the millionaire industrialists who flourished in the post-Civil War years, William Dean Howells
probes the moral and social conflicts that confront a self-made man trying to crash Boston's
old-guard aristocracy. Silas Lapham is a man of conscience who fully realizes his folly; but he is also
an ambitious man who lets his aspirations lead him to risk both his fortune and his family's
happiness for status in a society that will never truly accept him. His perceptions were sure, his
integrity was absolute, wrote Henry Seidel Canby of William Dean Howells, whom he credited as
being responsible for giving the American novel form.

the rise of silas lapham: The Rise of Silas Lapham William Dean Howells, 1996 First published
in book form in 1885, this timeless epic of a self-made man was the first important novel to center on
the American businessman. Howells's Silas Lapham is a man of conscience who realizes his folly, but
who is also an ambitious man who lets his aspirations lead him to hazard his fortune and his family's
happiness for status in a society that would never accept him. Copyright © Libri GmbH. All rights
reserved.

the rise of silas lapham: The Rise of Silas Lapham William Dean Howells, 2017-07-22 The Rise
of Silas Lapham By William Dean Howells

the rise of silas lapham: The Rise of Silas Lapham William Dean Howells, 2014-04-23 The
Rise of Silas Lapham

the rise of silas lapham: The Rise of Silas Lapham William Dean Howells, 1963-03 This edition
of The Rise of Silas Lapham reprints the text established by Walter J. Meserve and David J. Nordloh
for A Selected Edition of W. D. Howells.

the rise of silas lapham: The Rise of Silas Lapham William Dean Howells, 1983 A skeptical
portrait of American business life and its perils, celebrating not the rise but the loss of fortune that
makes possible the hero's recovery of his earlier integrity and happiness.

the rise of silas lapham: The Rise of Silas Lapham; William Dean Howells, 2019-02-25 This
work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is part of the knowledge base
of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original artifact, and remains as
true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original copyright references,
library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most important libraries around the
world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public domain in the United States of
America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute
this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. As a
reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred pages, poor pictures,
errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be
preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your support of
the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive
and relevant.

the rise of silas lapham: The Rise of Silas Lapham William Dean Howells, 2013-04-28
WHEN Bartley Hubbard went to interview Silas Lapham for the Solid Men of Boston series, which he
undertook to finish up in The Events, after he replaced their original projector on that newspaper,
Lapham received him in his private office by previous appointment. Walk right in! he called out to
the journalist, whom he caught sight of through the door of the counting-room. He did not rise from
the desk at which he was writing, but he gave Bartley his left hand for welcome, and he rolled his
large head in the direction of a vacant chair. Sit down! I'll be with you in just half a minute. Take
your time, said Bartley, with the ease he instantly felt. I'm in no hurry. He took a note-book from his
pocket, laid it on his knee, and began to sharpen a pencil. There! Lapham pounded with his great
hairy fist on the envelope he had been addressing. William! he called out, and he handed the letter
to a boy who came to get it. I want that to go right away. Well, sir, he continued, wheeling round in
his leather-cushioned swivel-chair, and facing Bartley, seated so near that their knees almost



touched, so you want my life, death, and Christian sufferings, do you, young man? That's what I'm
after, said Bartley. Your money or your life. I guess you wouldn't want my life without the money,
said Lapham, as if he were willing to prolong these moments of preparation. Take 'em both, Bartley
suggested. Don't want your money without your life, if you come to that. But you're just one million
times more interesting to the public than if you hadn't a dollar; and you know that as well as I do,
Mr. Lapham. There's no use beating about the bush. No, said Lapham, somewhat absently. He put
out his huge foot and pushed the ground-glass door shut between his little den and the
book-keepers, in their larger den outside. In personal appearance, wrote Bartley in the sketch for
which he now studied his subject, while he waited patiently for him to continue, Silas Lapham is a
fine type of the successful American. He has a square, bold chin, only partially concealed by the
short reddish-grey beard, growing to the edges of his firmly closing lips. His nose is short and
straight; his forehead good, but broad rather than high; his eyes blue, and with a light in them that
is kindly or sharp according to his mood. He is of medium height, and fills an average arm-chair with
a solid bulk, which on the day of our interview was unpretentiously clad in a business suit of blue
serge. His head droops somewhat from a short neck, which does not trouble itself to rise far from a
pair of massive shoulders.

the rise of silas lapham: Study Guide to The Rise of Silas Lapham by William Dean Howells
Intelligent Education, 2020-02-15 A comprehensive study guide offering in-depth explanation, essay,
and test prep for William Dean Howells’s The Rise of Silas Lapham, one of the many in Howells’
movement into strong anti-romantic realism and social criticism. As a novel of the realism
movement, The Rise of Silas Lapham began Howells’ trend of incorporating Christian Socialism in
his writing—a theory that the common welfare could be improved along guidelines of Christian
ethical principles. Moreover, Howells is considered to be the father of American realism. This Bright
Notes Study Guide explores the context and history of Howells’ classic work, helping students to
thoroughly explore the reasons it has stood the literary test of time. Each Bright Notes Study Guide
contains: - Introductions to the Author and the Work - Character Summaries - Plot Guides - Section
and Chapter Overviews - Test Essay and Study Q&As The Bright Notes Study Guide series offers an
in-depth tour of more than 275 classic works of literature, exploring characters, critical commentary,
historical background, plots, and themes. This set of study guides encourages readers to dig deeper
in their understanding by including essay questions and answers as well as topics for further
research.

the rise of silas lapham: The Rise of Silas Lapham - Scholar's Choice Edition William Dean
Howells, 2015-02-19 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important, and is
part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work was reproduced from the original
artifact, and remains as true to the original work as possible. Therefore, you will see the original
copyright references, library stamps (as most of these works have been housed in our most
important libraries around the world), and other notations in the work. This work is in the public
domain in the United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you
may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the
body of the work.As a reproduction of a historical artifact, this work may contain missing or blurred
pages, poor pictures, errant marks, etc. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. We appreciate your
support of the preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this
knowledge alive and relevant.

the rise of silas lapham: The Rise of Silas Lapham William D. Howells, 2007-03 The Rise of
Silas Lapham is a novel written by William Dean Howells in 1885 about the materialistic rise of Silas
Lapham from rags to riches, and his ensuing moral susceptibility. Silas earns a fortune in the paint
business, but he lacks social standards, which he tries to attain through his daughter's marriage to
the aristocratic Corey family. Silas' morality does not fail him. He loses his money but makes the
right moral decision when his partner proposes the unethical selling of the mills to English settlers.

the rise of silas lapham: The RISE of SILAS LAPHAM (annotated) William Dean Howells,



2015-09-27 Silas Lapham goes from rags to riches, and his ensuing moral susceptibility is the center
of this tale. Silas earns a fortune in the paint business, but lacks social standards, a failure which he
attempts to remedy through his daughter's marriage to the scion of the aristocratic Corey family.

the rise of silas lapham: The Rise of Silas Lapham William Dean Howells, 2021-01-01 The Rise
of Silas Lapham by William Dean Howells: Immerse yourself in a captivating novel that explores the
complexities of social mobility and the pursuit of the American Dream. William Dean Howells'
narrative follows the journey of Silas Lapham, a self-made businessman striving to climb the social
ladder, and offers a satirical commentary on ambition, ethics, and the challenges of navigating
societal expectations. Key Aspects of the Book The Rise of Silas Lapham: Social Class and Ambition:
Howells' novel delves into the aspirations and struggles of Silas Lapham as he navigates the
complexities of social class and attempts to achieve upward mobility. Character Development: The
book offers a nuanced portrayal of Silas Lapham's character, his moral dilemmas, and the impact of
his choices on his family and relationships. Satirical Commentary: Howells' narrative provides a
satirical lens through which to examine themes of materialism, societal values, and the pursuit of
success in the Gilded Age. William Dean Howells was a prominent American novelist and literary
critic. Through The Rise of Silas Lapham, Howells invites readers to contemplate the complexities of
ambition and societal norms in an evolving America.

the rise of silas lapham: The Rise of Silas L.apham William Dean Howells, 1970 This edition of
The Rise of Silas Lapham reprints the text established by Walter J. Meserve and David J. Nordloh for
A Selected Edition of W. D. Howells.

the rise of silas lapham: The Rise of Silas Lapham William Dean Howells, 2017-06-28 The
Rise of Silas Lapham is a realist novel by William Dean Howells published in 1885. The story follows
the materialistic rise of Silas Lapham from rags to riches, and his ensuing moral susceptibility. Silas
earns a fortune in the paint business, but he lacks social standards, which he tries to attain through
his daughter's marriage into the aristocratic Corey family. Silas' morality does not fail him. He loses
his money but makes the right moral decision when his partner proposes the unethical selling of the
mills to English settlers. Howells is known to be the father of American realism, and a denouncer of
the sentimental novel. The resolution of the love triangle of Irene Lapham, Tom Corey, and Penelope
Lapham highlights Howells' rejection of the conventions of sentimental romantic novels as
unrealistic and deceitful. PLOT: The novel begins with Silas Lapham being interviewed for a
newspaper profile, during which he explains his financial success in the mineral paint business. The
Lapham family is somewhat self-conscious in their sudden rise on the social ladder and often fumble
in their attempts at following etiquette norms. They decide to build a new home in the fashionable
Back Bay neighborhood, and Lapham spares no expense ensuring it is at the height of fashion. Tom
Corey, a young man from a well-respected high-class family, shows an interest in the Lapham girls;
Mr. and Mrs. Lapham assume he is attracted to Irene, the beautiful younger daughter. Corey joins
the Lapham's paint business in an attempt to find his place in the world, rather than rely on the
savings of his father, Bromfield Corey. When Tom Corey begins calling on the Laphams regularly,
everyone assumes his interest in Irene has grown, and Irene takes a fancy to him. Corey, however,
astounds both families by revealing his love for Penelope, the elder, more plain-looking, but more
intelligent daughter who possesses an unusual sense of humor, a sophisticated literary passion, and
a sensible but inquiring mind. Though Penelope has feelings for Tom Corey, she is held back by the
romantic conventions of the era, not wanting to act on her love for fear of betraying her sister. Silas
Lapham's former business partner Milton K. Rogers reappears in his life, asking for money for a
series of schemes. Mrs. Lapham urges her husband to support the man, whom he had pushed out of
the paint company in what was deemed an inappropriate manner. Lapham's dealings with Rogers,
however, result in a substantial financial loss. His major asset, the new home on Beacon Street,
burns down before its completion. The Laphams are humbly forced to move to their ancestral home
in the countryside, where the mineral paint was first developed..... William Dean Howells ( March 1,
1837 - May 11, 1920) was an American realist novelist, literary critic, and playwright, nicknamed
The Dean of American Letters. He was particularly known for his tenure as editor of The Atlantic




Monthly, as well as for his own prolific writings, including the Christmas story Christmas Every Day
and the novels The Rise of Silas Lapham and A Traveler from Altruria. Early life and family: William
Dean Howells was born on March 1, 1837 in Martinsville, Ohio (now known as Martins Ferry, Ohio)
to William Cooper Howells and Mary Dean Howells, the second of eight children. His father was a
newspaper editor and printer who moved frequently around Ohio. In 1840, the family settled in
Hamilton, Ohio, where his father oversaw a Whig newspaper and followed Swedenborgianism.Their
nine years there were the longest period that they stayed in one place. The family had to live
frugally, although the young Howells was encouraged by his parents in his literary interests. He
began at an early age to help his father with typesetting and printing work, a job known at the time
as a printer's devil. In 1852, his father arranged to have one of his poems published in the Ohio
State Journal without telling him..........

the rise of silas lapham: The Rise of Silas Lapham William Dean William Dean Howells,
2021-06-23 The Rise of Silas Lapham by William Dean Howells

the rise of silas lapham: The Rise of Silas Lapham William Dean Howells, 2020-11-14 The
Rise of Silas Lapham by William Dean Howells

the rise of silas lapham: The Rise of Silas Lapham William Dean Howells, 2018-05-05 The
Rise of Silas Lapham is a realist novel by William Dean Howells published in 1885. The story follows
the materialistic rise of Silas Lapham from rags to riches, and his ensuing moral susceptibility. Silas
earns a fortune in the paint business, but he lacks social standards, which he tries to attain through
his daughter's marriage into the aristocratic Corey family. Silas' morality does not fail him. He loses
his money but makes the right moral decision when his partner proposes the unethical selling of the
mills to English settlers. Howells is known to be the father of American realism, and a denouncer of
the sentimental novel. The resolution of the love triangle of Irene Lapham, Tom Corey, and Penelope
Lapham highlights Howells' rejection of the conventions of sentimental romantic novels as
unrealistic and deceitful. We are delighted to publish this classic book as part of our extensive
Classic Library collection. Many of the books in our collection have been out of print for decades,
and therefore have not been accessible to the general public. The aim of our publishing program is
to facilitate rapid access to this vast reservoir of literature, and our view is that this is a significant
literary work, which deserves to be brought back into print after many decades. The contents of the
vast majority of titles in the Classic Library have been scanned from the original works. To ensure a
high quality product, each title has been meticulously hand curated by our staff. Our philosophy has
been guided by a desire to provide the reader with a book that is as close as possible to ownership of
the original work. We hope that you will enjoy this wonderful classic work, and that for you it
becomes an enriching experience.

the rise of silas lapham: The Rise of Silas Lapham William Dean Howells, 2020-03-23 The
Rise of Silas Lapham is a realist novel by William Dean Howells published in 1885. The story follows
the materialistic rise of Silas Lapham from rags to riches, and his ensuing moral susceptibility. Silas
earns a fortune in the paint business, but he lacks social standards, which he tries to attain through
his daughter's marriage into the aristocratic Corey family. Silas' morality does not fail him. He loses
his money but makes the right moral decision when his partner proposes the unethical selling of the
mills to English settlers.Howells is known to be the father of American realism, and a denouncer of
the sentimental novel. The resolution of the love triangle of Irene Lapham, Tom Corey, and Penelope
Lapham highlights Howells' rejection of the conventions of sentimental romantic novels as
unrealistic and deceitful. An excerpt of the text was used in the 2019 AP English Literature and
Composition Exam as a short answer question.
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