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power and choice an introduction to political science opens the door to understanding how
societies organize themselves, make decisions, and distribute authority. Political science, at its core,
is about the interplay between power—the ability to influence or control behavior—and choice—the
decisions individuals and groups make within political systems. This relationship shapes governments,
policies, and ultimately, the lives of citizens around the world. By exploring these fundamental
concepts, we gain insight into how political institutions function and why political behavior unfolds the
way it does.

Understanding Power in Political Science

Power is central to political science because it defines the dynamics of who gets to make decisions
and who has to comply. But power isn’t a one-dimensional concept; it manifests in various forms,
each influencing political outcomes differently.

Types of Power

Political power can be categorized in several ways:

Coercive Power: The use of force or threats to influence behavior, often exercised by
governments through law enforcement and military means.

Persuasive Power: The ability to shape opinions or beliefs through argument, propaganda, or
media.

Legitimate Power: Power granted by law or social agreement, such as the authority of elected
officials.

Economic Power: Control over resources and wealth that can influence political decisions and
social hierarchies.

Recognizing these forms helps us appreciate the complexity of political authority and how different
actors—be they politicians, interest groups, or citizens—exercise influence.



Power Dynamics and Political Structures

Power is not static; it flows through political institutions like legislatures, courts, and bureaucracies.
Understanding power dynamics means looking at how these institutions function and interact. For
example, in democratic systems, power is theoretically distributed among branches of government to
prevent abuse, a concept known as checks and balances. In contrast, authoritarian regimes
concentrate power in the hands of a few, limiting choice and dissent.

The Role of Choice in Political Science

Choice complements power by highlighting the agency that individuals and groups have within
political systems. Political science examines how people make decisions—from voting and
participating in protests to running for office—and how these choices shape governance.

Individual and Collective Choice

Political choices occur at multiple levels:

Individual Choice: How a person decides whom to vote for, what policies to support, or
whether to engage in political activism.

Collective Choice: How groups, parties, or governments make decisions that affect
communities or nations.

The study of political behavior dives into why people make certain choices, considering factors such
as ideology, socialization, economic interests, and cultural background.

Constraints on Choice

While choice is crucial, it is often limited by power structures. For instance, an authoritarian
government may restrict free speech or voting rights, reducing citizens’ ability to influence policies.
Even in democracies, systemic issues like gerrymandering, unequal access to information, and
economic disparities can constrain meaningful political choice. Political science explores these
tensions between power and choice to understand the realities of political participation.

Political Systems and the Balance of Power and Choice

Different political systems offer unique contexts for how power and choice interact. Exploring these
systems helps clarify the diverse ways societies govern themselves.



Democracy: Power Shared, Choices Expanded

In democratic systems, power is ideally dispersed among elected representatives, and citizens enjoy
broad choices in governance. Free elections, rule of law, and civil liberties create an environment
where political power is checked, and individual agency is encouraged. However, even democracies
face challenges like political polarization and unequal influence of interest groups, which can skew the
balance.

Authoritarianism: Concentrated Power, Limited Choice

Authoritarian regimes centralize power, often suppressing dissent and limiting political choice.
Citizens may have little say in leadership selection or policy decisions, as power rests with a dictator,
military, or ruling party. Political science examines how such systems maintain control and the
implications for human rights and social stability.

Hybrid Regimes and Transitional Politics

Many countries fall somewhere between democracy and authoritarianism, featuring elements of both.
These hybrid regimes might hold elections but restrict opposition, or they may allow some civil
liberties while maintaining strong state control. Studying these political landscapes reveals how power
and choice evolve during periods of change.

Why Power and Choice Matter in Everyday Life

Understanding the interplay between power and choice is not just academic—it has real-world
implications for how we live and interact with our governments.

Empowering Citizens

When people grasp how power operates and their own role in political choice, they become better
equipped to advocate for their rights and interests. Civic education, community organizing, and
participatory governance initiatives all aim to enhance political agency.

Navigating Political Change

Political science offers tools to analyze shifts in power, such as social movements, revolutions, or
policy reforms. Recognizing these dynamics helps citizens and policymakers anticipate challenges
and opportunities in governance.



Informed Voting and Participation

By understanding the structures that influence political choice, voters can make more informed
decisions. Awareness of factors like campaign financing, media influence, and institutional constraints
leads to a more engaged and thoughtful electorate.

Exploring Political Science Beyond Power and Choice

While power and choice form the foundation of political science, the discipline also encompasses
topics like political ideologies, international relations, public policy, and political theory. Each area
builds on the core concepts of how power is distributed and how choices are made within and
between societies.

Political science encourages critical thinking about authority, governance, and participation. It invites
us to question who holds power, how it is exercised, and what choices we have to shape our collective
future. By diving into these themes, we become more than passive observers—we become active
participants in the political world around us.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of 'Power and Choice: An
Introduction to Political Science'?
'Power and Choice' explores the dynamics of political power, decision-making processes, and the
ways individuals and groups exercise influence within political systems.

Who is the author of 'Power and Choice: An Introduction to
Political Science'?
The author of 'Power and Choice: An Introduction to Political Science' is W. Phillips Shively.

How does 'Power and Choice' define political power?
'Power and Choice' defines political power as the ability of individuals or groups to influence or control
the behavior of others, often through authority, persuasion, or coercion.

Why is the concept of choice important in political science
according to the book?
Choice is important because it highlights the role of individual and collective decision-making in
shaping political outcomes and governance structures.



What are some key topics covered in 'Power and Choice'?
Key topics include political institutions, political behavior, power dynamics, public policy, and the role
of citizens in democratic processes.

How does 'Power and Choice' approach the study of political
behavior?
The book examines political behavior through the lens of power relations and choices made by
individuals and groups within various political contexts.

Is 'Power and Choice' suitable for beginners in political
science?
Yes, 'Power and Choice' is designed as an introductory text that presents fundamental concepts and
theories in an accessible manner for students new to political science.

How does 'Power and Choice' address the role of institutions
in politics?
'Power and Choice' discusses institutions as structures that shape political power and influence the
choices available to political actors.

Additional Resources
Power and Choice: An Introduction to Political Science

power and choice an introduction to political science offers a foundational lens through which
to understand the intricate mechanisms that govern societies. Political science, as a discipline, delves
into the dynamics of authority, governance, decision-making, and the distribution of power within and
between communities. Central to this field is the interplay between power—the capacity to influence
or control behavior—and choice, the agency individuals or groups exercise within political
frameworks. Exploring these concepts not only unpacks how political systems operate but also
illuminates the challenges and opportunities inherent in democratic participation, policy formulation,
and institutional design.

The Conceptual Framework of Power in Political
Science

Power remains a core concept in political science, shaping the analysis of institutions, actors, and
political behavior. At its essence, power refers to the ability of an individual or group to achieve
desired outcomes, often by influencing or controlling others. Political theorists have long debated its
nature, distinguishing between various forms such as coercive power, legitimate authority, and
persuasive influence.



Max Weber’s classical definition of power as the probability that one actor within a social relationship
will be in a position to carry out their own will despite resistance highlights the often contentious
nature of political interactions. Furthermore, power can manifest structurally through laws and
institutions or relationally through interpersonal dynamics in governance.

Types and Dimensions of Power

Understanding the multifaceted character of power is vital for grasping political phenomena. Key
dimensions include:

Coercive Power: The use of force or threats to compel compliance, often embodied in state
apparatus such as police and military.

Legitimate Power: Authority granted through recognized institutions or social contracts, such
as elected officials or legal systems.

Persuasive Power: The ability to shape preferences and beliefs through communication,
ideology, or propaganda.

Structural Power: Embedded in social or economic systems, influencing choices by defining
the framework within which decisions occur.

These distinctions are critical when analyzing political behavior, as power rarely exists in a pure form
but rather as a complex blend influencing decision-making processes.

Choice in Political Science: Agency and Constraints

While power defines the capacity to influence, choice represents the exercise of agency within
political contexts. Political choice involves selecting among alternatives in governance, policy, or
leadership. It reflects the autonomy individuals or groups possess, but also the constraints imposed
by institutional structures, cultural norms, or material conditions.

The concept of choice is central to democratic theory, which assumes that citizens possess the ability
to influence political outcomes through voting, activism, or public discourse. However, political
scientists recognize that choices are often bounded by factors such as limited information, unequal
power relations, and systemic barriers.

Factors Influencing Political Choice

Several elements shape how political choices are made:



Information Availability: Access to accurate and comprehensive information is crucial for1.
informed decision-making but often unevenly distributed.

Institutional Design: Electoral systems, legal frameworks, and governance structures can2.
expand or restrict the range of viable choices.

Socioeconomic Context: Economic status, education, and social networks influence political3.
preferences and the capacity to act on them.

Cultural and Ideological Factors: Beliefs, values, and identity shape the interpretative lens4.
through which choices are evaluated.

Recognizing these factors underscores the complexity behind what may superficially appear as simple
acts of political decision-making.

Interrelation of Power and Choice in Political Systems

The dynamic relationship between power and choice lies at the heart of political science inquiry.
Political systems, whether democratic, authoritarian, or hybrid, mediate this relationship differently,
affecting how power is wielded and choices are made available to citizens.

Democratic Systems: Empowering Choice Through
Institutionalized Power

In democratic regimes, the legitimacy of power derives from the consent of the governed, expressed
primarily through free and fair elections. Here, political institutions are designed to balance power
among branches of government and provide mechanisms for citizen participation.

This structure aims to maximize meaningful choice by:

Ensuring transparency and accountability of power holders.

Providing legal protections for civil liberties and political rights.

Facilitating pluralism and competition among political actors.

Nevertheless, even in established democracies, disparities in power—such as those stemming from
economic inequalities or media influence—can distort choices and limit genuine political agency.



Authoritarian Systems: Concentration of Power and Restricted
Choice

Contrastingly, authoritarian regimes concentrate power within a narrow elite or single leader, often
limiting the scope of political choice. Control over information, suppression of dissent, and
manipulation of electoral processes are common tactics to maintain dominance.

In these contexts, the concept of choice is often nominal, with citizens facing restricted options or
coerced compliance. Political science research examines how such power structures persist and the
conditions under which they may transition toward more open systems.

Power, Choice, and Contemporary Political Challenges

Modern political landscapes present evolving challenges to the traditional notions of power and
choice. Globalization, digital technology, and social movements have transformed how power is
exercised and how citizens engage politically.

The Impact of Digital Media on Political Agency

The rise of social media platforms and digital communication has democratized information
dissemination, allowing new forms of political participation and activism. However, it also introduces
complexities such as misinformation, echo chambers, and algorithmic biases that can manipulate
public opinion and distort choices.

Studies indicate that while digital tools have expanded opportunities for political engagement, they
have simultaneously intensified power asymmetries between state actors, corporations, and
individuals.

Economic Inequality and Political Power

Economic disparities remain a significant barrier to equitable political choice. Wealth concentration
often translates into disproportionate influence over policymaking through lobbying, campaign
financing, and media ownership.

Political scientists argue that addressing these inequalities is essential to ensuring that power does
not undermine democratic choice and that political systems reflect the interests of broader society
rather than privileged elites.

Teaching Power and Choice: Foundations for Political



Literacy

An introductory course or text on political science titled "Power and Choice" serves as a critical entry
point for students to grasp the fundamental questions of governance and participation. By framing
politics through the dual lenses of power and choice, learners develop analytical skills to evaluate
political institutions, actors, and policies critically.

Emphasizing empirical data, comparative analysis, and theoretical frameworks, such educational
materials encourage engagement with real-world political issues, fostering informed citizenship.

Encourages critical thinking about authority and legitimacy.

Highlights the importance of political participation and representation.

Explores the ethical and practical dimensions of power use.

Integrates historical and contemporary case studies for contextual understanding.

This approach equips students and readers with the tools to navigate and influence the political
environments they inhabit.

Power and choice remain enduring themes in political science, shaping the discipline’s inquiries and
the practical realities of governance worldwide. Understanding their relationship is not merely
academic; it informs the ongoing discourse about how societies organize themselves, resolve
conflicts, and pursue collective goals. The exploration of these concepts continues to evolve in
response to new political challenges and innovations, underscoring the relevance of political science
in contemporary life.

Power And Choice An Introduction To Political Science

  power and choice an introduction to political science: Power and Choice W. Phillips
Shively, David Schultz, 2022-04-13 A truly comparative introduction to political science that reflects
the diversity of approaches to the discipline Power & Choice offers an in-depth look into the nuances
of politics through the analysis of collective choices for a group or state through the use of power.
Organized topically and using extended case examples from around the world, Power & Choice
provides undergraduate students with a clear and engaging introduction to political science and
comparative politics. The 16th Edition has been updated to address the issues raised by the covid-19
pandemic, as well as the impact the Trump and Biden presidencies have had so far upon the world
and its democracies, including challenges in states such as Hungary where illiberal democracy and
nationalism are on the rise. The authors have also included discussion of the impact of the death of
George Floyd upon race relations in America, and how issues such as growing inequality are
impacting politics. This edition adds examination of women’s economic development and the rising
importance of LGBTQ issues globally.
  power and choice an introduction to political science: Power & Choice: An Introduction

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-193/power-and-choice-an-introduction-to-political-science.pdf


to Political Science W. Phillips Shively, 2011-10-05 Power and Choice, Thirteenth Edition is a
comparative, conceptual introduction to political science which involves students in the dramatic
and interesting variety of politics around the world; students clearly are the audience of this text.
The theme of “power and choice,” based on a definition of politics as the making of collective choices
for a group or state through the use of power, runs through much of the text. The text is organized
topically, rather than by county-by-country, and provides in-depth examples at the conclusion of
most chapters.
  power and choice an introduction to political science: Power and Choice W. Phillips
Shively, 2010-03 This is a comparative, conceptual introduction to political science, organized
topically rather than country-by-country, providing in-depth examples at the end of most chapters to
provide greater richness about various countries than a topical treatment would normally provide.
The theme of power and choice, based on a definition of politics as the making of collective choices
for a group or state through the use of power, runs through much of the text.
  power and choice an introduction to political science: Power and Choice W. Phillips
Shively, David Schultz, 2022 Offers an in-depth look into the nuances of politics through the analysis
of collective choices for a group or state through the use of power. Using extended case examples
from around the world, Power & Choice provides undergraduate students with a clear and engaging
introduction to political science and comparative politics--
  power and choice an introduction to political science: Power and Choice W. Phillips
Shively, David Schultz, 2022-04-13 A truly comparative introduction to political science that reflects
the diversity of approaches to the discipline Power & Choice offers an in-depth look into the nuances
of politics through the analysis of collective choices for a group or state through the use of power.
Organized topically and using extended case examples from around the world, Power & Choice
provides undergraduate students with a clear and engaging introduction to political science and
comparative politics. The 16th Edition has been updated to address the issues raised by the covid-19
pandemic, as well as the impact the Trump and Biden presidencies have had so far upon the world
and its democracies, including challenges in states such as Hungary where illiberal democracy and
nationalism are on the rise. The authors have also included discussion of the impact of the death of
George Floyd upon race relations in America, and how issues such as growing inequality are
impacting politics. This edition adds examination of women’s economic development and the rising
importance of LGBTQ issues globally.
  power and choice an introduction to political science: Power and Choice W. Phillips
Shively, 2002-05 As a concise introduction to politics, Power and Choice has a comparative
perspective, analyzing governmental structures around the world. The text includes country studies,
a glossary, and web links to sites on the Internet for each chapter and access to PowerWeb for
Political Science.
  power and choice an introduction to political science: Power and Choice, with PowerWeb
W. Phillips Shively, 2006-02 The extensively revised tenth edition of W. Phillips Shively's Power and
Choice: An Introduction to Political Science provides a general, comparative introduction to the
major concepts and themes of political science by engaging students with concrete examples of
analysis. A hallmark of the book is that it does so without overwhelming readers with excessive
detail, allowing them to grasp main ideas more easily.
  power and choice an introduction to political science: Power & Choice Jennifer Park,
2013-10-14
  power and choice an introduction to political science: Studyguide for Power and Choice
Cram101 Textbook Reviews, 2013-05 Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again Virtually all testable terms,
concepts, persons, places, and events are included. Cram101 Textbook Outlines gives all of the
outlines, highlights, notes for your textbook with optional online practice tests. Only Cram101
Outlines are Textbook Specific. Cram101 is NOT the Textbook. Accompanys: 9780521673761
  power and choice an introduction to political science: Studyguide for Power & Choice
Cram101 Textbook Reviews, 2014-08-22 Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again! Includes all testable



terms, concepts, persons, places, and events. Cram101 Just the FACTS101 studyguides gives all of
the outlines, highlights, and quizzes for your textbook with optional online comprehensive practice
tests. Only Cram101 is Textbook Specific. Accompanies: 9780078024771. This item is printed on
demand.
  power and choice an introduction to political science: Outlines and Highlights for Power
and Choice Cram101 Textbook Reviews, 2009-12 Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again! Virtually all of
the testable terms, concepts, persons, places, and events from the textbook are included. Cram101
Just the FACTS101 studyguides give all of the outlines, highlights, notes, and quizzes for your
textbook with optional online comprehensive practice tests. Only Cram101 is Textbook Specific.
Accompanys: 9780073403915 .
  power and choice an introduction to political science: Studyguide for Power and Choice: an
Introduction to Political Science by W. Phillips Shively, ISBN 9780077433130 Cram101 Textbook
Reviews, 2014-01-01 Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again! Virtually all of the testable terms, concepts,
persons, places, and events from the textbook are included. Cram101 Just the FACTS101
studyguides give all of the outlines, highlights, notes, and quizzes for your textbook with optional
online comprehensive practice tests. Only Cram101 is Textbook Specific. Accompanys:
9780077433130 .
  power and choice an introduction to political science: Power & Choice W. Phillips Shively,
2005 Gift to King's University College Library from Prof. Martin Westmacott.
  power and choice an introduction to political science: Power and Choice Shively, Cram101
Textbook Reviews, 2007-08 Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again! Virtually all of the testable terms,
concepts, persons, places, and events from the textbook are included. Cram101 Just the FACTS101
studyguides give all of the outlines, highlights, notes, and quizzes for your textbook with optional
online comprehensive practice tests. Only Cram101 is Textbook Specific. Accompanys:
9780072868968 .
  power and choice an introduction to political science: Political Science Today Wendy N.
Whitman Cobb, 2019-07-09 Political science has changed; the way students learn has changed; so
too should the way it’s taught. This is political science, today. Political Science Today by Wendy
Whitman Cobb gives you a holistic view of the subfields that make up political science by dedicating
one chapter to each of the topics at the core of the discipline. Unlike denser texts on the market,
Political Science Today uses a field-based approach that allows you to engage with the material
directly and dig into each of the discipline’s diverse subfields while also developing critical thinking
skills, discerning the differences between politics and political science, conducting and consuming
research, and broadening your future career aspirations. The book’s innovative table of contents
begins with foundational tools like theories and research methods, then builds up to subfield
chapters on Comparative Politics, International Relations, American Government, Political Economy,
and Public Policy and Administration. Current case studies throughout the text provide a backdrop
for engaging classroom discussions on topics such as President Trump’s travel ban, ISIS as a state,
and strengths and weaknesses of the United Nations. This unique approach provides short segments
of topic coverage, plenty of summarizing content and review questions, as well as comprehensive
learning objectives which will help you understand the realities of political science today.
  power and choice an introduction to political science: Global Geopolitical Power and
African Political and Economic Institutions John James Quinn, 2015-12-30 Global Geopolitical
Power and African Political and Economic Institutions: When Elephants Fight describes the
emergence and nature of the prevailing African political and economic institutions in two periods. In
the first, most countries adopted political and economic institutions that funneled significant levels
of political and economic power to the political elites, usually through one- or no-party (military)
political systems, inward-oriented development policies, and/ or state-led—and often
state-owned—industrialization. In the second period, most countries adopted institutions that diluted
the overarching political and economic power of ruling elites through the adoption of de jure
multiparty electoral systems, more outward-oriented trade policies, and the privatization of many



state owned or controlled sectors, though significant political and economic power remains in their
hands. The choices made in each period were consistent with prevailing ideas on governance and
development, the self-interests of political elites, and the perceived availability of support or
autonomy vis-à-vis domestic, regional, and international sources of power at the time. This book
illustrates how these two region-wide shifts in prevailing political and economic institutions and
practices of Africa can be linked to two prior global geopolitical realignments: the end of WWII with
the ensuing American and Soviet led bipolar system, and the end of the Cold War with American
primacy. Each period featured changed or newly empowered international and regional leaders with
competing national priorities within new intellectual and geopolitical climates, altering the
opportunities and constraints for African leaders in instituting or maintaining particular political and
economic institutions or practices. The economic and political institutions of Africa that emerged did
so as a result of a complex mix of contending domestic, regional, and international forces (material
and intellectual)—all which were themselves greatly transformed in the wake of these two global
geopolitical realignments.
  power and choice an introduction to political science: Power and Choice 16e and the
Political Science Student Writer's Manual and Reader's Guide 8e Value Pack Gregory M. Scott,
Stephen M. Garrison, 2022-06-15 This Value Pack Includes: Scott and Garrison's The Political
Science Student Writer's Manual and Reader's Guide, Eighth Edition (9781442267107) Shively and
Schultz's Power & Choice: An Introduction to Political Science, Sixteenth Edition (9781538151860)
  power and choice an introduction to political science: Principles of Comparative Politics
William Roberts Clark, Matt Golder, Sona Nadenichek Golder, 2024-07-26 Principles of Comparative
Politics offers a view into the rich world of comparative inquiry, research, and scholarship. This
groundbreaking text gives students meaningful insight into how cross-national comparison is
actually conducted and why it matters. William R. Clark, Matt Golder, and Sona N. Golder walk us
through the enduring questions that scholars grapple with, the issues about which consensus has
started to emerge, and the tools comparativists use to analyze the complex and interesting problems
at the heart of the field. The thoroughly revised Fourth Edition includes streamlined discussion and
analysis of key topics and theories in the field. Included with this title: LMS Cartridge: Import this
title′s instructor resources into your school′s learning management system (LMS) and save time.
Don′t use an LMS? You can still access all of the same online resources for this title via the
password-protected Instructor Resource Site. Select the Resources tab on this page to learn more.
  power and choice an introduction to political science: Power & Choice W. Phillips Shively,
2011 Power and Choice , Thirteenth Edition is a comparative, conceptual introduction to political
science which involves students in the dramatic and interesting variety of politics around the world;
students clearly are the audience of this text. The theme of power and choice, based on a definition
of politics as the making of collective choices for a group or state through the use of power, runs
through much of the text. The text is organized topically, rather than by county-by-country, and
provides in-depth examples at the conclusion of most chapters.
  power and choice an introduction to political science: Introduction to Political Science
James Wilford Garner, 1910 Presents a collection of experiments exploring the properties of heat.
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