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Politics During the French Revolution: A Tumultuous Shift in Power and Ideals

politics during the french revolution were nothing short of revolutionary,
not just in name but in the profound transformation they brought to France
and the world. This period, spanning from 1789 to 1799, was marked by intense
political upheaval, radical ideas, and the dramatic reconfiguration of power
structures. Understanding the politics of this era means diving into the
clash between monarchy and republicanism, the rise of different political
factions, and the ideological battles that shaped modern democratic thought.

The Political Landscape Before the Revolution

Before the storm of the French Revolution, the political scene was dominated
by the Ancien Régime, a system based on absolute monarchy and rigid social
hierarchies. King Louis XVI reigned with near-absolute power, supported by
the nobility and clergy who enjoyed privileges denied to the common people.
The Estates-General, France’s traditional assembly, was rarely convened and
lacked real power to check the king’s authority.

Social inequality was deeply embedded in the political system. The First
Estate (clergy) and Second Estate (nobility) were exempt from many taxes,
while the Third Estate (commoners), which represented the vast majority of
the population, bore the brunt of taxation and had little political voice.
This imbalance sowed seeds of discontent that exploded into revolutionary
fervor.

Key Political Events That Shaped the Revolution

The Estates-General and the National Assembly

The political crisis came to a head in 1789 when Louis XVI called the
Estates-General to address the kingdom’s financial problems. This marked a
pivotal moment as representatives of the Third Estate, frustrated by their
lack of influence, broke away to form the National Assembly. This bold move
challenged the king’s authority and set in motion a series of events that
would dismantle the old regime.

The Tennis Court Oath, where members of the National Assembly vowed not to
disband until a new constitution was established, epitomized the
revolutionary spirit. It was an early assertion of popular sovereignty and a
direct challenge to monarchical absolutism.



The Fall of the Bastille and the Rise of Popular
Politics

The storming of the Bastille on July 14, 1789, became a symbol of popular
resistance against tyranny. It wasn’t just a physical act of rebellion but
also a powerful political statement that ordinary citizens could influence
the course of governance. This event accelerated the collapse of royal
authority and energized political participation among the masses.

The Emergence of Political Factions

Politics during the French Revolution were characterized by vibrant and often
volatile factionalism. Different groups with contrasting visions for France’s
future competed for power, shaping the direction of the revolution.

The Girondins and the Jacobins

Two of the most influential factions were the Girondins and the Jacobins. The
Girondins, generally more moderate, supported a constitutional monarchy and
feared the radicalism of the masses. They advocated for war against foreign
monarchies to spread revolutionary ideals but were cautious about drastic
internal changes.

In contrast, the Jacobins, led by figures like Maximilien Robespierre,
embraced radical republicanism. They pushed for the complete abolition of the
monarchy and the establishment of a society based on equality and popular
sovereignty. Their influence grew during the Revolution’s most turbulent
years, particularly during the Reign of Terror.

The Role of the Sans-Culottes

Another critical element in revolutionary politics was the sans-culottes,
working-class militants who played a significant role in pushing the
revolution towards more radical social and economic reforms. Their demands
for price controls, direct democracy, and social justice influenced the
Jacobins and helped steer politics towards greater populism.

Political Innovations and Constitutional
Changes

One of the most significant outcomes of the French Revolution was the



introduction of new political ideas and institutions that challenged
traditional notions of governance.

The Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the
Citizen

In 1789, the National Assembly adopted the Declaration of the Rights of Man
and of the Citizen, a foundational document that articulated principles of
liberty, equality, and fraternity. It asserted that sovereignty resided with
the people and laid the groundwork for modern human rights.

The Constitution of 1791

The first written constitution of France established a constitutional
monarchy where the king’s powers were limited by an elected Legislative
Assembly. This was a radical shift from absolute monarchy but ultimately
proved unstable, as divisions between revolutionaries and royalists deepened.

The Republic and the Constitution of 1793

After the monarchy was abolished in 1792, France became a republic. The
Constitution of 1793, though never fully implemented due to the ongoing wars
and internal strife, was highly democratic, emphasizing universal male
suffrage and social welfare. However, the pressures of war and counter-
revolution led to the suspension of many constitutional guarantees during the
Reign of Terror.

The Reign of Terror: Politics in Extremis

Perhaps the most infamous period of politics during the French Revolution was
the Reign of Terror (1793-1794). Under the Committee of Public Safety, led by
Robespierre, the revolutionary government took extreme measures to suppress
dissent and protect the republic from enemies, both real and perceived.

Thousands were executed by guillotine, including former revolutionaries and
King Louis XVI. The Terror highlighted the dangers of radical political
ideology when combined with the concentration of power and paranoia. It also
raised enduring questions about the balance between security and liberty
during times of crisis.



International Politics and the French
Revolution

The revolution’s political upheaval was not confined to France’s borders.
European monarchies viewed the events with alarm, fearing the spread of
revolutionary ideas. This led to a series of wars known as the Revolutionary
Wars, where France fought coalitions of European powers.

These conflicts had a profound impact on revolutionary politics. They fueled
nationalism, justified the centralization of power, and influenced the rise
of military leaders like Napoleon Bonaparte, whose eventual takeover marked
the end of the revolutionary decade.

Legacy of Politics During the French Revolution

The political transformations during the French Revolution reshaped not only
France but also the broader world. Concepts like popular sovereignty,
citizenship, and human rights became central to political discourse
worldwide. The revolution demonstrated both the potential and the perils of
radical political change.

For students and enthusiasts of history, examining politics during the French
Revolution provides valuable insights into how political systems evolve under
pressure, how ideology interacts with power, and how ordinary people can
influence the course of history. It also serves as a reminder that political
progress often comes through complex, contested, and sometimes violent
struggles.

Exploring this era encourages us to appreciate the fragility and resilience
of democratic ideals and to recognize the importance of balancing liberty,
equality, and security in any political system.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the main political causes of the French
Revolution?
The main political causes of the French Revolution included the absolute
monarchy's abuse of power, lack of political representation for the Third
Estate, widespread corruption, and the influence of Enlightenment ideas
advocating for democracy and individual rights.



How did the Estates-General contribute to the start
of the French Revolution?
The Estates-General, convened in 1789 after over a century, highlighted the
political inequalities between the three estates. The Third Estate's
frustration over voting procedures led them to break away and form the
National Assembly, marking a key moment in the revolution's political
upheaval.

What role did the National Assembly play during the
French Revolution?
The National Assembly acted as the revolutionary government representing the
Third Estate. It abolished feudal privileges, drafted the Declaration of the
Rights of Man and of the Citizen, and laid the groundwork for a
constitutional monarchy, drastically changing France's political landscape.

How did the Reign of Terror impact French politics?
The Reign of Terror, led by the radical Jacobins and Robespierre, centralized
power in the Committee of Public Safety, leading to widespread executions of
perceived enemies of the revolution. It created a climate of fear, suppressed
political opposition, and ultimately led to Robespierre's downfall and a
shift towards more moderate governance.

What was the significance of the Declaration of the
Rights of Man and of the Citizen?
The Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen was a fundamental
political document that proclaimed the equality of all men, popular
sovereignty, and individual freedoms. It became the foundation for modern
human rights and democratic principles in France and beyond.

How did the political power shift from monarchy to
republic during the French Revolution?
Political power shifted as revolutionary forces abolished the monarchy in
1792, establishing the First French Republic. The king was executed, and
governance moved towards elected assemblies and radical republican ideals,
replacing royal absolutism with popular sovereignty.

What impact did the French Revolution have on
European political ideologies?
The French Revolution spread ideas of nationalism, liberalism, and
republicanism across Europe. It challenged traditional monarchies and
aristocracies, inspiring revolutions and reforms that emphasized democracy,



citizenship, and human rights throughout the continent.

How did the political factions within the revolution
differ?
Political factions like the Girondins favored a constitutional monarchy and
moderate reforms, while the Jacobins pushed for a republic and radical
changes. These divisions led to intense political conflict, influencing the
revolution's course and the implementation of policies such as the Reign of
Terror.

Additional Resources
Politics During the French Revolution: An In-Depth Exploration of
Transformative Political Dynamics

politics during the french revolution unfolds as one of the most defining
chapters in modern history, characterized by radical upheaval, ideological
clashes, and the reconfiguration of political power structures in France.
This period, spanning from 1789 to 1799, witnessed the collapse of the Ancien
Régime and the emergence of new political ideologies that profoundly
influenced not only France but the broader trajectory of Western political
thought. Understanding the complex political landscape during the French
Revolution requires examining the forces at play, the competing factions, and
the revolutionary experiments that shaped the era.

The Political Landscape Before the Revolution

Prior to the outbreak of the French Revolution, the political system of
France was dominated by the monarchy under Louis XVI and the Ancien Régime,
characterized by a rigid hierarchical structure. The Estates-General,
comprising the clergy (First Estate), nobility (Second Estate), and commoners
(Third Estate), reflected entrenched inequalities. The Third Estate, despite
representing the vast majority of the population, had minimal political power
and was burdened by disproportionate taxation and lack of representation.

The financial crisis triggered by France’s involvement in costly wars,
including the American Revolutionary War, exacerbated political tensions. The
monarchy’s dire financial straits forced Louis XVI to convene the Estates-
General in 1789 for the first time in over a century, setting the stage for
unprecedented political conflict and reform efforts.

Emergence of Revolutionary Politics



The National Assembly and the Tennis Court Oath

One of the earliest manifestations of shifting politics during the French
Revolution was the defiance of the Third Estate, which declared itself the
National Assembly, signaling a direct challenge to royal authority. The
Tennis Court Oath of June 1789, where members vowed not to disband until a
constitution was established, marked a pivotal moment in revolutionary
politics. This act symbolized a break from traditional monarchy-centered
governance towards popular sovereignty.

The National Assembly’s push for constitutional reform sought to dismantle
feudal privileges and establish legal equality. However, these efforts faced
resistance from the king and conservative nobility, leading to escalating
tensions that culminated in the storming of the Bastille on July 14, 1789—a
powerful political symbol of popular revolution.

The Role of Political Clubs and Factions

Politics during the French Revolution was also characterized by the emergence
of diverse political clubs and factions that vied for influence over the
revolution’s direction. Among the most prominent were:

Jacobins: Radical republicans advocating for the abolition of the
monarchy and establishment of a democratic republic. Their influence
peaked during the Reign of Terror under Robespierre.

Girondins: Moderates who supported a constitutional monarchy and opposed
the extreme measures favored by the Jacobins.

Feuillants: Conservative constitutional monarchists favoring limited
reform while preserving royal authority.

These factions reflected underlying ideological divisions and strategic
disagreements on governance, social reform, and the use of political
violence, shaping the trajectory of revolutionary politics.

Political Transformations and Institutional
Changes



The Fall of the Monarchy and Rise of the Republic

The political turmoil during the revolution reached a critical juncture with
the abolition of the monarchy in 1792. Louis XVI was tried and executed for
treason in 1793, symbolizing the definitive end of monarchical rule and the
establishment of the French Republic. This transition was not merely
institutional but ideological, embracing republicanism, secularism, and
citizenship based on popular sovereignty.

The National Convention, the revolutionary government, grappled with internal
dissent and external threats, leading to the implementation of radical
policies, including the Reign of Terror. This period, led by the Committee of
Public Safety, saw the suppression of counter-revolutionaries and political
opponents through widespread executions, highlighting the volatile and often
authoritarian nature of revolutionary politics.

Constitutional Experiments and Political Instability

Throughout the revolution, France underwent several constitutional
experiments reflecting changing political ideals:

Constitution of 1791: Established a constitutional monarchy with limited1.
royal powers, but failed to resolve deep political conflicts.

Constitution of 1793: Introduced a more democratic republic based on2.
universal male suffrage, but was never fully implemented due to wartime
conditions and internal strife.

Constitution of 1795: Created the Directory, a five-member executive3.
body attempting to stabilize governance but plagued by corruption and
inefficiency.

These successive constitutions highlight the experimental and transitional
nature of politics during the French Revolution, marked by ongoing debates
over the balance between liberty, order, and authority.

Political Ideologies and Their Impact

The revolution catalyzed the articulation and dissemination of political
ideologies that reverberated far beyond France. Ideas of popular sovereignty,
secularism, nationalism, and republicanism gained prominence, challenging the
divine right of kings and aristocratic privilege.



Liberalism and Republicanism

Liberal ideals emphasizing individual rights, equality before the law, and
representative government found expression in revolutionary declarations such
as the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen (1789). These
principles laid the foundation for modern democratic governance, influencing
subsequent political movements worldwide.

Radicalism and the Politics of Terror

Conversely, the revolution also illustrated the dangers of radical politics.
The Jacobins’ use of state terror to suppress opposition raised enduring
questions about the limits of revolutionary justice and the potential for
democratic ideals to be subverted by authoritarian practices.

International Context and Political
Repercussions

Politics during the French Revolution cannot be fully understood without
considering the international dimension. European monarchies viewed the
revolution with alarm, fearing the spread of revolutionary fervor to their
own states. This led to coalitions and wars against revolutionary France,
which in turn influenced domestic politics by justifying emergency measures
and militarization.

Furthermore, the revolution inspired political movements across Europe and
the Americas, challenging traditional hierarchies and promoting republican
ideals. The Napoleonic era that followed, while ending the revolution,
disseminated many of its political changes throughout the continent.

Legacy of Politics During the French Revolution

The political upheavals of the French Revolution fundamentally redefined
governance, citizenship, and political legitimacy. The transition from
monarchy to republic, the rise of political parties, and the introduction of
new political rights created a template for modern democratic states.
However, the revolution also exposed the complexities and contradictions
inherent in revolutionary politics, including the tension between liberty and
security, and the risks of political extremism.

In analyzing politics during the French Revolution, it becomes clear that the
period was not a linear progression toward democracy but a tumultuous contest
of ideas, power struggles, and social change. This complexity continues to



inform scholarly debates and political philosophy, underscoring the
revolution’s enduring significance in understanding the evolution of modern
political systems.

Politics During The French Revolution

  politics during the french revolution: Politics, Culture, and Class in the French
Revolution Lynn Hunt, 2004-05-28 Publisher Description
  politics during the french revolution: Politics, Culture, and Class in the French Revolution
Lynn Avery Hunt, 1986 In this interpretation of the French Revolution, Professor Hunt argues that it
gave birth to many essential characteristics of modern politics -- in particular, it marks the discovery
of the potential of political action to consciously transform society by molding character, culture,
and social relations. The author emphasizes the dynamic interaction between the socio-cultural and
political, between the unconscious structures of symbolic forms and the collective actions of
committed politicians.--back cover.
  politics during the french revolution: In pursuit of politics Adrian O'Connor, 2017-11-07
This study offers a new interpretation of the debates over education and politics in the early years of
the French Revolution. Following these debates from the 1760s to the Terror (1793–94) and putting
well-known works in dialogue with previously neglected sources, it situates education at the centre
of revolutionary contests over citizenship, participatory politics and representative government. The
book takes up education’s role in a dramatic period of uncertainty and upheaval, anxiety and
ambition. It traces the convergence of philosophical, political, ideological and practical concerns in
Ancien Régime debates and revolutionary attempts to reform education and remake society. In doing
so, it provides new insight into the relationship between the Enlightenment and the French
Revolution and sheds light on how revolutionary legislators and ordinary citizens worked to make a
new sort of politics possible in eighteenth-century France.
  politics during the french revolution: Politics, Culture, and Class in the French Revolution
Lynn Hunt, 2016-10-17 When this book was published in 1984, it reframed the debate on the French
Revolution, shifting the discussion from the Revolution's role in wider, extrinsic processes (such as
modernization, capitalist development, and the rise of twentieth-century totalitarian regimes) to its
central political significance: the discovery of the potential of political action to consciously
transform society by molding character, culture, and social relations. In a new preface to this
twentieth-anniversary edition, Hunt reconsiders her work in the light of the past twenty years'
scholarship.
  politics during the french revolution: Provincial Politics in the French Revolution Paul
R. Hanson, 1989-01-01
  politics during the french revolution: Reform and Revolution in France Peter M. Jones,
1995-09-21 This textbook has been written to guide teachers and students through the enormous
and ever expanding literature on the French Revolution. The author combines social and political
interpretations of the origins of the Revolution and offers a synthesis that takes full account of
current debates. He also seeks to restore the Revolution to its domestic surroundings, and argues
that the dramatic events of 1789 need to be considered alongside the reform achievements of
Bourbon absolute monarchy.
  politics during the french revolution: Out of the Shadows Shirley Elson Roessler, 1996
Named an Outstanding Academic Book for 1997 by CHOICE Out of the Shadows demonstrates the
importance of the role of women in the French Revolution. It traces the growth of female political
awareness and depicts the determination of women of the working class to participate in the life of
the new nation despite their government's obstinate denial of the rights of citizenship. The author
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examines in detail the grassroots involvement of women in the affairs of the country right up until
the avalanche of repressive legislation passed in the spring of 1795.
  politics during the french revolution: Inventing the French Revolution ` Keith Michael
Baker, 1990-01-26 How did the French Revolution become thinkable? Keith Michael Baker, a leading
authority on the ideological origins of the French Revolution, explores this question in his
wide-ranging collection of essays. Analyzing the new politics of contestation that transformed the
traditional political culture of the Old Regime during its last decades, Baker revises our historical
map of the political space in which the French Revolution took form. Some essays study the ways in
which the revolutionaries' break with the past was prepared by competition between agents and
critics of absolute monarchy to control the cultural resources and political meanings of French
history; by the contending political vocabularies in which the French sought before 1789 to
reconstitute their body politic; and by the invention of public opinion as a new form of political
authority displacing absolute rule. Others trace to the conceptual improvisation of revolutionary
notions of representation, constitution, sovereignty -- and of the French Revolution itself -- the
ambiguities, tensions, and contradictions that were to drive the revolutionary dynamic in subsequent
years. The result is a substantial and unified set of studies, stimulating renewed reflection on one of
the central themes in modern European history.
  politics during the french revolution: The French Revolution Noah Shusterman, 2013-10-15
The French Revolution was one of the greatest events in world history, filled with remarkable
characters and dramatic events. From its beginning in 1789 to the Reign of Terror in 1793–94, and
through the ups and downs of the Directory era that followed, the Revolution showed humanity at its
optimistic best and its violent worst; it transformed the lives of all who experienced it. The French
Revolution: Faith, Desire, and Politics offers a fresh treatment of this perennially popular and hugely
significant topic, introducing a bold interpretation of the Revolution that highlights the key role that
religion and sexuality played in determining the shape of the Revolution. These were issues that
occupied the minds and helped shape the actions of women and men; from the pornographic
pamphlets about queen Marie-Antoinette to the puritanical morality of revolutionary leader
Maximilien Robespierre, from the revolutionary catechisms that children learned and to the
anathemas hurled on the Revolution from clandestine priests in the countryside. The people who
lived through the French Revolution were surrounded by messages about gender, sex, religion and
faith, concerns which did not exist outside of the events of the Revolution. This book is an essential
resource for students of the French Revolution, History of Catholicism and Women and Gender.
  politics during the french revolution: Portraiture and Politics in Revolutionary France
Amy Freund, 2015-06-13 Portraiture and Politics in Revolutionary France challenges widely held
assumptions about both the genre of portraiture and the political and cultural role of images in
France at the beginning of the nineteenth century. After 1789, portraiture came to dominate French
visual culture because it addressed the central challenge of the Revolution: how to turn subjects into
citizens. Revolutionary portraits allowed sitters and artists to appropriate the means of
representation, both aesthetic and political, and articulate new forms of selfhood and citizenship,
often in astonishingly creative ways. The triumph of revolutionary portraiture also marks a turning
point in the history of art, when seriousness of purpose and aesthetic ambition passed from the
formulation of historical narratives to the depiction of contemporary individuals. This shift had major
consequences for the course of modern art production and its engagement with the political and the
contingent.
  politics during the french revolution: Traumatic Politics Barry M. Shapiro, 2015-12-21 The
opening events of the French Revolution have stood as some of the most familiar in modern
European history. Traumatic Politics emerges as a fresh voice from the existing historiography of
this widely studied course of events. In applying a psychological lens to the classic problem of why
the French Revolution’s first representative assembly was unable to reach a workable
accommodation with Louis XVI, Barry Shapiro contends that some of the key political decisions
made by the Constituent Assembly were, in large measure, the product of traumatic reactions to the



threats to the lives of its members in the summer of 1789. As a result, Assembly policy frequently
reflected a preoccupation with what had happened in the past rather than active engagement with
present political realities. In arguing that the manner in which the Assembly dealt with the king
bears the imprint of the behavior that typically follows exposure to traumatic events, Shapiro
focuses on oscillating periods of traumatic repetition and traumatic denial. Highlighting the
historical impact of what could be viewed as a relatively “mild” trauma, he suggests that trauma
theory has a much wider field of potential applicability than that previously established by
historians, who have generally confined themselves to studying the impact of massively traumatic
events such as war and genocide. Moreover, in emphasizing the extent to which monarchical
loyalties remained intact on the eve of the Revolution, this book also challenges the widely accepted
contention that prerevolutionary cultural and discursive innovations had “desacralized” the king well
before 1789.
  politics during the french revolution: The French Revolutionary Tradition in Russian
and Soviet Politics, Political Thought, and Culture Jay Bergman, 2019 The Bolsheviks sought
legitimacy and inspiration in historic revolutionary traditions, and Jay Bergman argues that they saw
the revolutions in France in 1789, 1830, 1848, and 1871 as supplying practically everything Marxism
lacked, including guidance in constructing socialism and communism, and useful fodder for political
and personal polemics.
  politics during the french revolution: The Oxford Handbook of the French Revolution David
Andress, 2015-01-22 The Oxford Handbook of the French Revolution brings together a sweeping
range of expert and innovative contributions to offer engaging and thought-provoking insights into
the history and historiography of this epochal event. Each chapter presents the foremost
summations of academic thinking on key topics, along with stimulating and provocative
interpretations and suggestions for future research directions. Placing core dimensions of the
history of the French Revolution in their transnational and global contexts, the contributors
demonstrate that revolutionary times demand close analysis of sometimes tiny groups of key political
actors - whether the king and his ministers or the besieged leaders of the Jacobin republic - and
attention to the deeply local politics of both rural and urban populations. Identities of class, gender
and ethnicity are interrogated, but so too are conceptions and practices linked to citizenship,
community, order, security, and freedom: each in their way just as central to revolutionary
experiences, and equally amenable to critical analysis and reflection. This Handbook covers the
structural and political contexts that build up to give new views on the classic question of the
'origins of revolution'; the different dimensions of personal and social experience that illuminate the
political moment of 1789 itself; the goals and dilemmas of the period of constitutional monarchy; the
processes of destabilisation and ongoing conflict that ended that experiment; the key issues
surrounding the emergence and experience of 'terror'; and the short- and long-term legacies, for
both good and ill, of the revolutionary trauma - for France, and for global politics.
  politics during the french revolution: The French Revolution and the Birth of Modernity
Ferenc Fehér, 2023-11-15 Written from widely different perspectives, these essays characterize the
Great Revolution as the dawn of the modern age, the grand narrative of modernity. The scope of
issues under scrutiny is extremely broad, ranging from the analyses of the hotly debated class
character of 1789 and the problem of the nation state to the “Cult of the Supreme Being,” the
emancipation of the Jews, and the cultural heritage of the Revolution. This title is part of UC Press's
Voices Revived program, which commemorates University of California Press’s mission to seek out
and cultivate the brightest minds and give them voice, reach, and impact. Drawing on a backlist
dating to 1893, Voices Revived makes high-quality, peer-reviewed scholarship accessible once again
using print-on-demand technology. This title was originally published in 1990.
  politics during the french revolution: Conspiracy in the French Revolution Peter R.
Campbell, Thomas Kaiser, Marisa Linton, 2024-06-04 Conspiratorial views of events abound even in
our modern, rational world. Often such theories serve to explain the inexplicable. Sometimes they
are developed for motives of political expediency: it is simpler to see political opponents as



conspirators and terrorists, putting them into one convenient basket, than to seek to understand and
disentangle the complex motivations of opponents. So it is not surprising to see that just when the
French Revolution was creating the modern political world, a constant obsession with conspiracies
lay at the heart of the revolutionary conception of politics. The book considers the nature and
development of the conspiracy obsession from the end of the old regime to the Directory. Chapters
focus on conspiracy and fears of conspiracy in the old regime; in the Constituent Assembly; by the
king and Marie Antoinette; amongst the people of Paris; on attitudes towards the peasantry and
conspiracy; on Jacobin politics of the Year II and the ‘foreign plot’; on counter-revolutionary plots
and imaginary plots; on Babeuf and the ‘conspiracy of equals’; and finally on fear of conspiracy as an
intellectual impasse in the revolutionary mentality. Inspired by recent debates, this book is a
comprehensive survey of the nature of conspiracy in the French Revolution, with each chapter
written by a leading historian on the question. Each chapter is an original contribution to the topic,
written however to include the wider issues for the area concerned. There is an emphasis
throughout on clarity and accessibility, making the volume suitable for a wide readership as well as
undergraduates and advanced researchers
  politics during the french revolution: The Origins of the French Revolution Peter Campbell,
2005-11-14 The French Revolution, an event of world historical importance that gave birth to
modern politics, has long been a subject of debate. Naturally, the question of its origins remains a
key area of controversy. This collection of essays by a team of distinguished experts in the field
offers original but approachable views and interpretations that will engage students and scholars
alike. Each chapter contains new research and focuses upon a major strand of the present debate.
The Origins of the French Revolution explores: - The process of decision-making - the financial crisis
- The Paris parlement - Pamphlet literature - The ideas of the Enlightenment - Peasant involvement -
The Estates General of 1789 Chapters on art and theatre, on the development of cultural history,
and the corrosive role of religious conflict upon the fabric of the monarchy ensure that stimulating
new perspectives now form a key part of future discussion. A full introduction considers the nature
of the debate and offers a thought-provoking interpretation of the crisis of the absolute monarchy
that led to the collapse of state and society in the summer of 1789.
  politics during the french revolution: The Oxford History of the French Revolution
William Doyle, 2018-06-29 Since its first publication to mark the bicentenary of the French
Revolution in 1989, this Oxford History has established itself as the Revolution's most authoritative
and comprehensive one-volume history in English, and has recently been translated into Chinese.
Running from the accession of Louis XVI in 1774, it traces the history of France through revolution,
terror, and counter-revolution to the final triumph of Napoleon in 1802. It also analyses the impact
of events in France upon the rest of Europe and the world beyond. The study shows how a movement
which began with optimism and general enthusiasm soon became a tragedy, not only for the ruling
orders, but also for the millions of ordinary people whose lives were disrupted by religious upheaval,
economic chaos, and civil and international war. Now in its third edition, this volume has been fully
updated in the light of current research, and includes an appendix surveying the past and present
historiography of the revolutionary period.
  politics during the french revolution: Parades and the Politics of the Street Simon P.
Newman, 2010-08-03 Simon P. Newman vividly evokes the celebrations of America's first national
holidays in the years between the ratification of the Constitution and the inauguration of Thomas
Jefferson. He demonstrates how, by taking part in the festive culture of the streets, ordinary
American men and women were able to play a significant role in forging the political culture of the
young nation. The creation of many of the patriotic holidays we still celebrate coincided with the
emergence of the first two-party system. With the political songs they sang, the liberty poles they
raised, and the partisan badges they wore, Americans of many walks of life helped shape a new
national politics destined to replace the regional practices of the colonial era.
  politics during the french revolution: Feminism and the Politics of Travel after the
Enlightenment Yaël Schlick, 2012-01-12 Taking the Enlightenment and the feminist tradition to



which it gave rise as its historical and philosophical coordinates, Feminism and the Politics of Travel
After the Enlightenment explores travel as a “technology of gender.” It also investigates the way
travel’s utopian dimension and feminism’s utopian ideals have intermittently fed off each other in
productive ways. With broad historical and theoretical understanding, Yaël Schlick analyzes the
intersections of travel and feminism in writings published during the late eighteenth and nineteenth
centuries, a period of intense feminist vindication during which women’s very presence in the public
sphere, their access to education, and their political participation were contentious issues. Schlick
examines the gendering of travel and its political implications in Rousseau’s Emile, and in works by
Mary Wollstonecraft, Stéphanie-Félicité de Genlis, Frances Burney, Germaine de Staël, Suzanne
Voilquin, Flora Tristan, Gustave Flaubert, and George Sand, arguing that travel is instrumental in
furthering diverse feminist agendas. The epilogue alerts us to the continuation of the utopian strain
of the voyage and its link to feminism in modern and contemporary travelogues by writers like Mary
Kingsley, Robyn Davidson and Sara Wheeler.
  politics during the french revolution: The Abbé Sieyès. An Essay in the Politics of the French
Revolution Sir John Harold Clapham, 1912
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