ode to billie joe bobbie gentry

**0de to Billie Joe Bobbie Gentry: A Timeless Southern Ballad**

Ode to Billie Joe Bobbie Gentry is more than just a song; it’s a storytelling
masterpiece that has captivated listeners for decades. Released in 1967, this
evocative ballad introduced the world to Bobbie Gentry’s unique voice and
narrative style, blending Southern Gothic elements with poignant lyricism.
The song’s haunting tale of mystery and tragedy set against the backdrop of
rural Mississippi remains a testament to Gentry’s artistry and the enduring
power of storytelling through music.

The Genesis of Ode to Billie Joe Bobbie Gentry

Bobbie Gentry, born Roberta Lee Streeter in 1944, emerged from the American
South with a fresh, compelling voice that defied typical pop norms of her
time. When she wrote “Ode to Billie Joe,” she crafted an intimate narrative
that drew listeners into a seemingly simple conversation at the dinner table,
which slowly unfolded into a dark and unresolved mystery.

At its core, the song tells the story of Billie Joe McAllister and the
narrator’s family discussing his tragic act of jumping off the Tallahatchie
Bridge. The lyrics leave much unsaid, inviting listeners to ponder the
motives and secrets behind the event. This storytelling approach was highly
innovative for the 1960s pop scene and helped establish Bobbie Gentry as a
pioneering singer-songwriter.

Bobbie Gentry’s Unique Storytelling Style

Unlike many contemporary songs that focus on catchy hooks or repetitive
choruses, “0Ode to Billie Joe” relies heavily on narrative depth and subtle
emotional cues. Gentry'’s Southern drawl adds authenticity, while the sparse
instrumentation—primarily acoustic guitar and subtle strings—allows the story
to take center stage.

This narrative style can be seen as a precursor to the Americana and country-
folk movements that blossomed in later decades, where lyricism and
storytelling became paramount. Gentry’s ability to weave unresolved tension
into her lyrics encourages listeners to engage actively, creating a haunting
experience that lingers long after the song ends.

Why Ode to Billie Joe Bobbie Gentry Resonates



Today

The song’s enduring appeal lies in its ambiguity and emotional honesty. It's
a cultural artifact that captures the complexities of Southern life-its
secrets, social dynamics, and emotional undercurrents. The themes of loss,
secrecy, and societal judgement remain relevant, making the song timeless.

Exploring the Song’s Themes and Symbolism

- **The Tallahatchie Bridge:** The bridge is almost a character itself,
symbolizing the crossing from innocence to tragedy and the unknown. Its
mention anchors the story in a specific place, lending authenticity.

- **Family and Social Expectations:** The casual way the family discusses
Billie Joe’s death contrasts starkly with the gravity of the event,
highlighting the stoicism often found in rural communities.

- **Unspoken Secrets:** The song never reveals why Billie Joe jumped,
sparking endless speculation and analysis. This open-endedness invites
listeners to project their own interpretations and emotions onto the
narrative.

Impact on Popular Culture and Music

“Ode to Billie Joe” was a commercial success, topping charts and earning
multiple Grammy nominations. More importantly, it influenced countless
artists who admired Gentry’s blend of storytelling and music. It opened doors
for female singer-songwriters to explore complex narratives in their work.

The song has been covered and referenced in various media, from films to
literature, cementing its place in American cultural history. Its influence
extends beyond country and folk genres, touching on pop, rock, and even
alternative music scenes.

Bobbie Gentry’s Legacy Beyond Ode to Billie Joe

While “Ode to Billie Joe” remains Bobbie Gentry’s most famous work, her
career encompasses much more. She continued to produce albums that showcased
her songwriting skills and musical versatility. Gentry’s blending of country,
blues, and pop elements created a distinctive sound that resonated with
diverse audiences.

Breaking Barriers as a Female Artist



In an era when the music industry was predominantly male-driven, Bobbie
Gentry carved out space for women as serious songwriters and performers. Her
success demonstrated that female artists could tell complex stories and
command critical and commercial acclaim. This influence paved the way for
artists like Joni Mitchell, Emmylou Harris, and many others.

Why Ode to Billie Joe Still Matters

The song’s storytelling approach encourages listeners to think critically
about narrative, perspective, and the power of what is left unsaid. It'’s a
lesson in subtlety and emotional depth that remains relevant for musicians,
writers, and storytellers today.

Listening Tips: How to Experience Ode to Billie
Joe Bobbie Gentry

To fully appreciate the song, it helps to listen attentively and immerse
yourself in the narrative:

e Focus on the lyrics: Pay attention to the conversational tone and the
details dropped casually but meaningfully throughout the verses.

* Notice the mood: The melancholic melody and gentle instrumentation
create an atmosphere that contrasts with the casual dialogue,
highlighting the emotional undercurrent.

e Reflect on the silence: Consider the significance of what is not
said-the motivations, emotions, and consequences that remain hidden.

These listening strategies can deepen your connection to the song and enhance
your appreciation of Bobbie Gentry’s artistry.

Exploring Covers and Interpretations of Ode to
Billie Joe

Various artists have reinterpreted “Ode to Billie Joe,” each bringing their
own flavor while honoring the original’s essence. From jazz renditions to
more contemporary folk versions, these covers highlight the song’s
versatility and timeless appeal.

Listening to different versions can offer fresh perspectives on the narrative



and showcase how music can evolve while preserving its core emotional impact.

“Ode to Billie Joe Bobbie Gentry” remains a shining example of how music can
tell a story that transcends time and place. Its blend of Southern
atmosphere, haunting mystery, and lyrical subtlety continues to inspire and
move listeners around the world. Whether you’re a longtime fan or new to
Bobbie Gentry’'s work, this ode invites you to delve into a rich tapestry of
emotion and storytelling that few songs have matched.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'Ode to Billie Joe' by Bobbie Gentry about?

"Ode to Billie Joe" is a narrative song that tells the story of a family
discussing the suicide of Billie Joe McAllister and the mysterious event of
him throwing something off the Tallahatchie Bridge.

When was 'Ode to Billie Joe' released?

"Ode to Billie Joe" was released in 1967 as Bobbie Gentry's debut single.

Why is 'Ode to Billie Joe' considered a significant
song in music history?

The song is significant for its storytelling style, blending Southern Gothic
themes with a haunting melody, and for its impact on country and pop music,
influencing narrative songwriting.

What inspired Bobbie Gentry to write 'Ode to Billie
Joe'?

Bobbie Gentry was inspired by Southern life and culture, aiming to tell a
mysterious and evocative story that captured the complexities of rural
Southern experiences.

What is the meaning behind the mysterious object
thrown off the Tallahatchie Bridge in the song?

The song never explicitly reveals what was thrown off the bridge, leaving it
open to interpretation and adding to the song's intrigue and mystery.

How was 'Ode to Billie Joe' received by critics and



audiences upon release?

The song was critically acclaimed and became a commercial success, reaching
number one on the Billboard Hot 100 and winning several awards.

Has 'Ode to Billie Joe' been covered or adapted by
other artists?

Yes, many artists have covered the song over the years, and it was also
adapted into a 1976 film starring Gentry herself.

What impact did 'Ode to Billie Joe' have on Bobbie
Gentry's career?

The song launched Bobbie Gentry's career, establishing her as a prominent
singer-songwriter and paving the way for her successful music career.

Additional Resources

**0de to Billie Joe Bobbie Gentry: A Timeless Southern Gothic Masterpiece**

ode to billie joe bobbie gentry remains one of the most enigmatic and
evocative songs in American music history. Released in 1967, this haunting
narrative ballad by Bobbie Gentry broke the mold of conventional country and
pop music, weaving together storytelling, Southern Gothic imagery, and a
minimalist musical arrangement. The song’s cultural impact, lyrical mystery,
and Gentry'’s unique voice have kept it relevant for decades, prompting
ongoing analysis and appreciation among music critics, historians, and fans
alike.

The Genesis of "Ode to Billie Joe"

Bobbie Gentry, a singer-songwriter from Mississippi, introduced "Ode to
Billie Joe" as her debut single. The song’s narrative centers on a casual
dinner conversation where the family discusses Billie Joe McAllister’s tragic
leap off the Tallahatchie Bridge. Yet, the underlying reasons for his death
remain deliberately ambiguous, inviting listeners to piece together the story
from subtle hints embedded in the lyrics. This storytelling technique marked
a departure from the formulaic songwriting popular at the time, blending
country, folk, and pop influences with cinematic storytelling.

<h2>In-depth Analysis of "Ode to Billie Joe Bobbie



Gentry"</h2>

The enduring allure of "Ode to Billie Joe Bobbie Gentry" lies in its layered
narrative and understated musical style. The song’s sparse
instrumentation—primarily guitar and string arrangements—creates an intimate
atmosphere, allowing Gentry’s voice and lyrics to take center stage. Her
Southern accent and emotive delivery evoke a vivid sense of place and
character, which critics have described as a hallmark of Southern Gothic
literature translated into music.

#### <h3>Exploring the Song’s Narrative and Themes</h3>

At its core, the song explores themes of secrecy, social alienation, and the
complexity of human relationships. The ambiguous nature of Billie Joe’s
suicide has sparked decades of speculation. Some interpretations suggest a
forbidden romance, others point to societal pressures or personal despair.
This ambiguity is a deliberate artistic choice, encouraging listeners to
engage deeply with the material and reflect on broader themes such as
judgment, indifference, and the hidden stories behind everyday conversations.

The song also paints a vivid portrait of rural Southern life in the 1960s,
touching on issues of social class, family dynamics, and community gossip.
The casual tone of the family'’s discussion contrasts sharply with the gravity
of the tragedy, highlighting the sometimes callous or detached nature of
small-town interactions.

#### <h3>Bobbie Gentry’s Vocal Delivery and Musical Composition</h3>

Bobbie Gentry’'s vocal performance is subtle yet powerful. Her voice conveys a
mixture of curiosity, detachment, and unspoken sorrow, which enhances the
song’'s mysterious atmosphere. The melodic structure is deceptively simple,
relying on repetitive chord progressions that underscore the monotonous
routine of the characters’ lives, while the string arrangements add a
cinematic quality that elevates the storytelling.

Musically, the song blends genres, defying easy categorization. It
incorporates elements of country storytelling, pop sensibility, and folk
authenticity. This fusion helped "Ode to Billie Joe" reach a diverse
audience, topping charts not only in country but also in pop and adult
contemporary categories, a testament to its cross-genre appeal.

<h2>The Cultural Impact and Legacy of "Ode to Billie
Joe'"</h2>

The release of "Ode to Billie Joe" was a significant moment in 1960s music,
marking Bobbie Gentry as one of the first female singer-songwriters to
achieve major commercial success with a self-penned hit. The song spent four
weeks at No. 1 on the Billboard Hot 100 and earned Gentry Grammy Awards,



solidifying her place in music history.
#### <h3>Influence on Music and Storytelling</h3>

The song’s success demonstrated the commercial viability of narrative
songwriting, influencing countless artists in country, folk, and pop music.
Its Southern Gothic style inspired a wave of musicians to explore darker,
more literary themes in their work. Artists like Loretta Lynn, Emmylou
Harris, and later storytellers in Americana music have cited Gentry’'s work as
a catalyst for their own storytelling approaches.

#### <h3>Interpretations and Adaptations</h3>

"Ode to Billie Joe" has been covered by numerous artists, each bringing their
own interpretation to the song’s haunting story. Additionally, the song
inspired a 1976 film adaptation, *0de to Billy Joe*, which attempted to fill
in the narrative gaps left open by Gentry'’s original lyrics. However, many
fans and critics argue that the song’s power lies precisely in its ambiguity,
and the film’'s explicit explanations somewhat diminish the mystique.

<h2>Why "Ode to Billie Joe Bobbie Gentry" Continues
to Resonate</h2>

The song’s timeless quality is rooted in its universal themes and masterful
storytelling. It captures a moment in American cultural history while
addressing timeless human emotions: grief, secrecy, and the complexity of
social interactions. For many listeners, the song remains a poignant reminder
of how much can be left unsaid in our everyday lives.

The use of Southern vernacular and vivid imagery contributes to its
authenticity, making it a staple in the canon of American music. Its
influence extends beyond music into literature, film, and cultural studies,
where it is often examined as an example of narrative ambiguity and Southern
Gothic tradition.

<h3>Key Features of "Ode to Billie Joe"</h3>

e Storytelling Approach: First-person narrative with an unreliable
narrator that invites interpretation.

e Musical Style: Fusion of country, pop, and folk with minimalist
instrumentation.

e Vocal Delivery: Emotional subtlety paired with Southern accent
authenticity.



e Thematic Depth: Explores secrecy, social dynamics, tragedy, and
indifference.

e Chart Success: Cross-genre appeal with a four-week No. 1 spot on the
Billboard Hot 100.

The Enduring Mystery and Appeal

Even after more than five decades, "Ode to Billie Joe Bobbie Gentry" invites
listeners into its shadowy world. The song’s refusal to provide clear answers
makes it a perpetual subject for analysis and discussion. Its success was not
just in commercial terms but in creating a cultural artifact that continues
to inspire curiosity and emotional response.

Bobbie Gentry’s artistry in crafting a song that is both accessible and
deeply complex stands as a testament to her talent and the power of
storytelling in music. "Ode to Billie Joe" remains a landmark recording, a
haunting ode to the unspoken stories woven through the fabric of everyday
life.

Ode To Billie Joe Bobbie Gentry

ode to billie joe bobbie gentry: Bobbie Gentry's Ode to Billie Joe Tara Murtha, 2014-12-18
July, 1967: It seems the entire country stopped to listen to a husky voice steeped in the simmering
secrets of the South tell a tragic tale of teenage suicide. So much for the Summer of Love. “Ode to
Billie Joe” knocked the Beatles' “All You Need is Love” off the top of the charts, and Bobbie Gentry
became an international star. Almost 50 years later, Gentry is as enigmatic and captivating as her
signature song. Of course, fans still want to know why Billie Joe McAllister jumped off the
Tallahatchie Bridge. They also wonder: Why did Bobbie Gentry, who has not performed or made a
public appearance since the early 1980s, leave it all behind? Through extensive interviews and
unprecedented access to career memorabilia, Murtha explores the real-life mysteries ensnarled
within the much-disputed origin of Ode to Billie Joe. The result is an investigative pop history that
reveals, for the first time, the full breadth of Bobbie Gentry's groundbreaking career-and just may
help explain her long silence. Foreword by musician Jill Sobule.

ode to billie joe bobbie gentry: The Billboard Book of Number One Hits Fred Bronson,
2003 Provides lists of hit songs by date with information on the artist, songwriter, producer, label,
and offering interviews with popular artists.

ode to billie joe bobbie gentry: Poetic Song Verse Mike Mattison, Ernest Suarez, 2021-11-01
Poetic Song Verse: Blues-Based Popular Music and Poetry invokes and critiques the relationship
between blues-based popular music and poetry in the twentieth and twenty-first centuries. The
volume is anchored in music from the 1960s, when a concentration of artists transformed modes of
popular music from entertainment to art-that-entertains. Musician Mike Mattison and literary
historian Ernest Suarez synthesize a wide range of writing about blues and rock—biographies,
histories, articles in popular magazines, personal reminiscences, and a selective smattering of
academic studies—to examine the development of a relatively new literary genre dubbed by the


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-193/ode-to-billie-joe-bobbie-gentry.pdf

authors as “poetic song verse.” They argue that poetic song verse was nurtured in the fifties and
early sixties by the blues and in Beat coffee houses, and matured in the mid-to-late sixties in the art
of Bob Dylan, the Beatles, the Rolling Stones, the Doors, Jimi Hendrix, Joni Mitchell, Leonard Cohen,
Gil Scott-Heron, Van Morrison, and others who used voice, instrumentation, arrangement, and
production to foreground semantically textured, often allusive, and evocative lyrics that resembled
and engaged poetry. Among the questions asked in Poetic Song Verse are: What, exactly, is this new
genre? What were its origins? And how has it developed? How do we study and assess it? To answer
these questions, Mattison and Suarez engage in an extended discussion of the roots of the
relationship between blues-based music and poetry and address how it developed into a distinct
literary genre. Unlocking the combination of richly textured lyrics wedded to recorded music reveals
a dynamism at the core of poetic song verse that can often go unrealized in what often has been
considered merely popular entertainment. This volume balances historical details and analysis of
particular songs with accessibility to create a lively, intelligent, and cohesive narrative that provides
scholars, teachers, students, music influencers, and devoted fans with an overarching perspective on
the poetic power and blues roots of this new literary genre.

ode to billie joe bobbie gentry: Entertainment Awards Don Franks, 2014-12-03 What show
won the Emmy for Outstanding Drama Series in 1984? Who won the Oscar as Best Director in 19297?
What actor won the Best Actor Obie for his work in Futz in 1967? Who was named “Comedian of the
Year” by the Country Music Association in 1967? Whose album was named “Record of the Year” by
the American Music Awards in 1991? What did the National Broadway Theatre Awards name as the
“Best Musical” in 2003? This thoroughly updated, revised and “highly recommended” (Library
Journal) reference work lists over 15,000 winners of twenty major entertainment awards: the Oscar,
Golden Globe, Grammy, Country Music Association, New York Film Critics, Pulitzer Prize for
Theater, Tony, Obie, New York Drama Critic’s Circle, Prime Time Emmy, Daytime Emmy, the
American Music Awards, the Drama Desk Awards, the National Broadway Theatre Awards (touring
Broadway plays), the National Association of Broadcasters Awards, the American Film Institute
Awards and Peabody. Production personnel and special honors are also provided.

ode to billie joe bobbie gentry: The All Music Book of Hit Albums Dave McAleer, 1995 A
comprehensive, chronological listing of the Top Ten albums in the U.S. and the U.K., from 1960
through the present day, includes monthly charts, accompanied by photographs, information on the
albums, and artist trivia. Original. IP.

ode to billie joe bobbie gentry: Bob Dylan All the Songs Philippe Margotin, Jean-Michel
Guesdon, 2022-01-18 An updated edition of the most comprehensive account of Bob Dylan's Nobel
Prize-winning work yet published, with the full story of every recording session, every album, and
every single released during his nearly 60-year career. Bob Dylan: All the Songs focuses on Dylan's
creative process and his organic, unencumbered style of recording. It is the only book to tell the
stories, many unfamiliar even to his most fervent fans, behind the more than 500 songs he has
released over the span of his career. Organized chronologically by album, Margotin and Guesdon
detail the origins of his melodies and lyrics, his process in the recording studio, the instruments he
used, and the contribution of a myriad of musicians and producers to his canon.

ode to billie joe bobbie gentry: The Encyclopedia of Sixties Cool Chris Strodder, 2007-03-01
The Encyclopedia of Sixties Cool profiles over 250 of the most intriguing personalities of the 1960s.
The men and women covered in the book include a wide range of celebrities—from well-known
superstars (the Beatles, Dustin Hoffman, Muhammad Ali) to lesser-known icons (Nico, Terry
Southern, Bo Belinsky)—who had a significant impact on popular culture. The figures include
musicians, actors, directors, artists, athletes, politicians, writers, astronauts . . . anyone and
everyone who made the sixties the most influential decade of the twentieth century! Over 200
vintage photographs and more than fifty sidebars are featured throughout the text. The sidebars
include lists of Best Picture winners, great quarterbacks, Playmates of the Year, memorable TV
theme songs, favorite toys, Disneyland rides, Wimbledon champions, groovy screen cars, surf stars,
Indy 500 winners, cool cartoons, sci-fi classics, Bond girls, “bubblegum” hits, beach-movie cameos,




and legendary concerts. A “what happened on this day” calendar highlighting landmark events in
the lives of those profiled appears on every page. Entertaining and enlightening, The Encyclopedia
of Sixties Cool is truly a celebration of the grooviest people, events, and artifacts of the 1960s!

ode to billie joe bobbie gentry: Billboard , 1967-09-30 In its 114th year, Billboard remains
the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.

ode to billie joe bobbie gentry: The Life of a Song Volume 2 Jan Dalley, David Cheal,
2018-10-04 When great songs have been written and released, they often take on a life of their own,
reshaped and given new life, transcending genres. THE LIFE OF A SONG is a compilation of weekly
columns written for FT Weekend, containing the biographies of 50 songs that have been born,
reborn, sometimes hideously mangled, but often reinvigorated by new generations of artists. Here
you will find songs that shook the world, songs that heralded the birth of a new musical movement,
songs that made the journey from soul to punk and from heavy rock to hip-hop.

ode to billie joe bobbie gentry: The Album James E. Perone, 2012-10-17 This four-volume
work provides provocative critical analyses of 160 of the best popular music albums of the past 50
years, from the well-known and mainstream to the quirky and offbeat. The Album: A Guide to Pop
Music's Most Provocative, Influential, and Important Creations contains critical analysis essays on
160 significant pop music albums from 1960 to 2010. The selected albums represent the pop, rock,
soul, R&B, hip hop, country, and alternative genres, including artists such as 2Pac, Carole King,
James Brown, The Beatles, and Willie Nelson. Each volume contains brief sidebars with biographical
information about key performers and producers, as well as descriptions of particular music industry
topics pertaining to the development of the album over this 50-year period. Due to its examination of
a broad time frame and wide range of musical styles, and its depth of analysis that goes beyond that
in other books about essential albums of the past and present, this collection will appeal strongly to
music fans of all tastes and interests.

ode to billie joe bobbie gentry: Billboard , 1967-08-19 In its 114th year, Billboard remains
the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.

ode to billie joe bobbie gentry: Popstrology Ian van Tuyl, 2008-12-01 Which force was more
likely to have penetrated your essence and shaped your destiny if you were born in February of
1964: the orbital shufflings of Mars and Jupiter, or the explosive rise of the stars called the Beatles?
By linking your personality and potential to the star who ruled the pop universe at the moment of
your birth, Popstrology offers an entirely new approach to illuminating your spirit and your soul.
Could the roots of your chronic restlessness lie in the fact that you are a Commodore born in the
Year of Debby Boone? Could your crippling sexual inhibition result from being a Pat Boone born in
the Year of Elvis Presley? Yes, they could. Could Britney Spears have been born under the influence
of anything other than Olivia Newton-John's Physical? No, she couldn't. Fresh, funny and remarkably
persuasive, this groundbreaking book reveals the powers hidden in a galaxy of stars we all can
name, and in so doing gives us the right sign for modern times. Ian Van Tuyl is a Double Monkee and
the author of the original Princeton Review Guide to the Best U.S. Law Schools.

ode to billie joe bobbie gentry: Country Music Kurt Wolff, 2000 Includes essays tracing
Country's growth from hand-me-down folk to a major American industry; concise biographies;
critical album reviews, from the earliest commercial recordings of the 1920s through the
mulitplatinum artists of today; and vintage album jackets and previously unpublished photographs.

ode to billie joe bobbie gentry: The Poetry of Pop Adam Bradley, 2017-03-28 A trailblazing
exploration of the poetic power of popular songs, from Tin Pan Alley to the Beatles to Beyoncé and
beyond. Encompassing a century of recorded music, this pathbreaking book reveals the poetic
artistry of popular songs. Pop songs are music first. They also comprise the most widely
disseminated poetic expression of our time. Adam Bradley traces the song lyric across musical



genres from early twentieth-century Delta blues to mid-century rock 'n’ roll to today’s hits. George
and Ira Gershwin’s “Fascinating Rhythm.” The Rolling Stones’ “(I Can’t Get No) Satisfaction.”
Rihanna’s “Diamonds.” These songs are united in their exacting attention to the craft of language
and sound. Bradley shows that pop music is a poetry that must be heard more than read, uncovering
the rhythms, rhymes, and metaphors expressed in the singing voice. At once a work of musical
interpretation, cultural analysis, literary criticism, and personal storytelling, this book illustrates
how words and music come together to produce compelling poetry, often where we least expect it.

ode to billie joe bobbie gentry: The Life of a Song Jan Dalley, David Cheal, 2022-08-04
Discover the stories behind the songs THE LIFE OF A SONG contains the stories of 100 songs
exploring each song's biography and how they took on a new life following their release. Packed with
intriguing factoids, these bite-sized essays will delight music fans and send you scurrying back to
listen to the songs in all their beauty and mystery. Who knew that Paul McCartney originally
referred to Yesterday as 'Scrambled Eggs' because he couldn't think of any lyrics for his
heart-breaking tune? Or that Patti LaBelle didn't know what 'Voulez-vous coucher avec moi ce soir?'
actually meant? These and countless other back stories fill this book. Each 600-word piece gives a
mini-biography of a single song, from its earliest form through the various covers and changes, often
morphing from one genre to another, always focusing on the 'biography' of the song itself while
including the many famous artists who have performed or recorded it. This book collects 100 of the
best pieces from the highly successful The Life of a Song columns from the FT Weekend every
Saturday. Inside you'll find rock, pop, folk, jazz and more. Each piece is pithy, sparkily written,
knowledgeable, entertaining, full of anecdotes and surprises. They combine deep musical knowledge
with the vivid background of the performers and musicians, and of course the often intriguing social
and political background against which the songs were created.

ode to billie joe bobbie gentry: All Music Guide Vladimir Bogdanov, Chris Woodstra,
Stephen Thomas Erlewine, 2001-11 Arranged in sixteen musical categories, provides entries for
twenty thousand releases from four thousand artists, and includes a history of each musical genre.

ode to billie joe bobbie gentry: Billboard , 1968-03-23 In its 114th year, Billboard remains the
world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand, content and data
licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled reporting about
the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and trends.

ode to billie joe bobbie gentry: The ~AEncyclopedia of Country Music Michael McCall, John
Rumble, Paul Kingsbury, 2012-02-01 The Encyclopedia of Country Music is the most comprehensive
reference work on this musical genre with deep roots in American history. Compiled by staff of the
legendary Country Music Hall of Fame and Museum, the Encyclopedia includes 1,200 A-Z entries on
all aspects of country music, as well as hundreds of images, informative and entertaining essays on
such topics as the colorful costumes of country, and much more. The new edition has been
thoroughly updated to cover the first decade of the twenty-first century and the evolution of the
genre.

ode to billie joe bobbie gentry: The Oxford Handbook of Country Music Travis D.
Stimeling, 2017-06-01 Now in its sixth decade, country music studies is a thriving field of inquiry
involving scholars working in the fields of American history, folklore, sociology, anthropology,
musicology, ethnomusicology, cultural studies, and geography, among many others. Covering issues
of historiography and practice as well as the ways in which the genre interacts with media and social
concerns such as class, gender, and sexuality, The Oxford Handbook of Country Music interrogates
prevailing narratives, explores significant lacunae in the current literature, and provides guidance
for future research. More than simply treating issues that have emerged within this subfield, The
Oxford Handbook of Country Music works to connect to broader discourses within the various fields
that inform country music studies in an effort to strengthen the area's interdisciplinarity. Drawing
upon the expertise of leading and emerging scholars, this Handbook presents an introduction into
the historiographical narratives and methodological issues that have emerged in country music
studies' first half-century.



ode to billie joe bobbie gentry: Song Man Will Hodgkinson, 2007 The author describes his
attempt to write songs and get them recorded.
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