
lies my teacher told me

Lies My Teacher Told Me: Unpacking the Myths We Learned in School

lies my teacher told me—it’s a phrase that might bring a smile or a groan depending on your school memories. As
much as we respect educators and value their role, the truth is that many of us walked away from
classrooms having absorbed some historical inaccuracies, oversimplifications, or outright myths. These “lies,”
whether told with good intentions or born from outdated curricula, have shaped our understanding of
everything from history and science to literature and social studies.

In this article, we’ll explore some of the most common and surprising lies my teacher told me, why they matter,
and how uncovering the real stories can enrich our perspective. Whether you’re a student, a lifelong learner, or
just curious, it’s worth revisiting what we thought we knew and asking: “Is this really true?”

The History That Didn’t Add Up

One of the areas where lies my teacher told me become most apparent is in history classes. History, by its
nature, is complex and often debated, but textbooks and teachers sometimes simplify or omit facts to fit a
particular narrative.

The Myth of Columbus Discovering America

Many of us grew up with the story that Christopher Columbus “discovered” America in 1492. This narrative,
often presented as a heroic adventure, neglects several key truths:

Indigenous peoples had been living in the Americas for thousands of years before Columbus arrived.

Vikings like Leif Erikson reached parts of North America centuries earlier.

Columbus never actually set foot on what is now the United States, exploring mainly the Caribbean
islands.

Why does this matter? Because telling the story differently acknowledges the rich history of Native American
cultures and challenges Eurocentric perspectives that dominate traditional education.

The Simplified Civil War Story

Another historical “lie” is the oversimplification of the American Civil War’s causes, often boiled down to “the
North fought to end slavery, and the South wanted to keep it.” While slavery was indeed central, the
political, economic, and social factors are far more nuanced.

Teachers might have glossed over issues like states’ rights, economic disparities, and regional identities, which
left students with an incomplete understanding of this pivotal event. Understanding the complexity helps in
grasping the ongoing impact of the Civil War on American society today.



Science Myths That Stuck Around

Science lessons, too, have been fertile ground for myths and half-truths that many of us accepted without
question.

We Only Use 10% of Our Brain

This is probably one of the most persistent lies my teacher told me in science class. The idea that humans only
use a tiny fraction of their brain has been thoroughly debunked by neuroscientists. Brain imaging studies show
that virtually all parts of the brain have identifiable functions and are active at various times.

The persistence of this myth might stem from a desire to believe in untapped potential, but it’s important to
separate inspiring fiction from scientific fact.

The Great Wall of China Is Visible from Space

How many times did you hear that the Great Wall is the only man-made structure visible from space? It turns
out, this isn’t true. While the Great Wall is long, it’s also narrow and blends into the surrounding landscape.
Astronauts have confirmed that many human-made structures are visible from low-Earth orbit, but the Great
Wall isn’t uniquely visible.

Understanding these corrections helps us appreciate the real scale and beauty of human achievements without
relying on exaggerated claims.

Literature and Language: Misconceptions That Shape Our Reading

Beyond facts and figures, lies my teacher told me also creep into how we interpret literature and language.

William Shakespeare Wrote All Those Plays

While Shakespeare is undoubtedly one of the most influential playwrights, some scholars argue about the
“authorship question” — whether Shakespeare himself wrote all the plays attributed to him or if they were
penned by others like Edward de Vere or Christopher Marlowe.

Even if this debate remains unresolved for some, what’s crucial is to appreciate the works for their impact on
language and culture rather than focusing solely on the author’s identity.

Grammar Rules Are Set in Stone

Many students were taught rigid grammar rules that don’t always reflect how language works in real life.
For example, the “never split an infinitive” rule comes from Latin grammar, but English is different and often
benefits from more flexible usage.

Recognizing that language evolves and that some “rules” are more stylistic than mandatory can empower
better communication.



Why Do These Lies Persist?

Understanding why lies my teacher told me continue to circulate is as important as recognizing the lies
themselves.

Simplification for Teaching: Complex topics are often pared down to fit time constraints and student
comprehension levels.

Cultural and Political Bias: Curricula can reflect dominant cultural narratives, sometimes
marginalizing alternative perspectives.

Lack of Updated Information: Textbooks and lesson plans may lag behind current research and
scholarship.

Good Intentions: Teachers may share simplified stories to inspire or engage students, not realizing they
perpetuate inaccuracies.

Recognizing these reasons helps us approach education with empathy while advocating for more accurate and
inclusive learning.

How to Spot and Challenge Misinformation in Education

It’s one thing to realize some truths taught in school were incomplete or inaccurate; it’s another to know how
to seek out better information.

Be Curious and Question

Always ask questions, even if they challenge what you’ve been told. Curiosity drives deeper understanding. If a
fact seems too neat or simplistic, it might be worth investigating further.

Use Reliable Sources

Look for information from reputable historians, scientists, and scholars. Academic publications, university
websites, and trusted news outlets can offer a more nuanced picture.

Embrace Multiple Perspectives

History and science aren’t always black and white. Embracing diverse viewpoints, especially from marginalized
or underrepresented groups, can enrich your understanding.

Stay Updated

Knowledge evolves. What was accepted a decade ago might have changed with new discoveries. Keeping up with
current research prevents the perpetuation of outdated “facts.”



The Value of Revisiting What We Learned

Reflecting on lies my teacher told me isn’t about blaming educators or discrediting schooling. Instead, it’s
about recognizing that learning is an ongoing process. The stories we were told were starting points, not final
destinations.

By challenging and expanding upon those lessons, we develop critical thinking skills, deepen our knowledge, and
become more informed citizens. It’s empowering to reclaim education as a dynamic journey rather than a fixed set
of truths.

In the end, the “lies” my teacher told me have opened doors to richer, more complex understandings that continue
to unfold each time I question, research, and learn anew.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of 'Lies My Teacher Told Me'?

The main theme of 'Lies My Teacher Told Me' is the critical examination of how American history is taught in
schools, highlighting inaccuracies, biases, and omissions in traditional textbooks.

Who is the author of 'Lies My Teacher Told Me'?

The author of 'Lies My Teacher Told Me' is James W. Loewen, a sociologist and historian.

Why does James Loewen criticize traditional history textbooks?

James Loewen criticizes traditional history textbooks for presenting a sanitized, Eurocentric, and often
misleading version of history that omits important facts and perspectives, particularly those of marginalized
groups.

What impact has 'Lies My Teacher Told Me' had on education?

The book has encouraged educators and students to question and critically analyze history education,
leading to more inclusive and accurate teaching practices.

Can 'Lies My Teacher Told Me' be used as a supplementary history resource?

Yes, it is often used as a supplementary resource to provide a more nuanced and critical view of American
history beyond standard textbooks.

What are some common myths about American history discussed in the book?

The book discusses myths such as the glorification of Christopher Columbus, the portrayal of the Civil War
solely as a conflict over states' rights, and the neglect of Native American and African American perspectives.

Is 'Lies My Teacher Told Me' focused only on American history?

Primarily, yes. The book focuses on the teaching of American history in U.S. schools and the issues within that
context.



How does 'Lies My Teacher Told Me' suggest improving history education?

Loewen suggests incorporating multiple perspectives, teaching critical thinking skills, and addressing
controversial topics honestly to create a more accurate and engaging history education.

What age group is 'Lies My Teacher Told Me' appropriate for?

The book is suitable for high school and college students, as well as educators interested in history
education reform.

Has 'Lies My Teacher Told Me' been updated since its original publication?

Yes, James Loewen released a revised edition with updated content to reflect new research and ongoing issues in
history education.

Additional Resources
Lies My Teacher Told Me: Unpacking Misconceptions in Education

lies my teacher told me is a phrase that resonates with many who reflect on their school years and realize
that some of the information they were taught was either oversimplified, outdated, or outright inaccurate.
The phrase encapsulates the frustration and curiosity sparked when students question the narratives
presented to them in classrooms. While educators play a critical role in shaping knowledge and perspectives,
the realities of curriculum limitations, biases, and evolving scholarship can sometimes lead to the propagation
of misconceptions. This article delves into the phenomenon of "lies my teacher told me," investigating how
certain inaccuracies permeate education, why they persist, and what implications they have for learners and
society.

The Origins and Impact of Misleading Education

The concept of "lies my teacher told me" is not merely about intentional deception. Instead, it often reflects
systemic challenges within educational frameworks. Teachers, bound by standardized curricula and constrained
by time, may present information that prioritizes simplicity over nuance. This can result in overgeneralizations
or the omission of critical context. For example, history classes might present national narratives that gloss
over uncomfortable truths, or science lessons may rely on outdated models before newer discoveries are
integrated.

Research into educational content reveals that textbooks and teaching materials themselves frequently
contain biases. A 2016 study published in the Journal of Curriculum Studies analyzed American history
textbooks and found that many downplayed or ignored the contributions and experiences of marginalized
groups. Such omissions contribute to a homogenized understanding of history that can misinform students
about the complexities of societal development.

The impact of these inaccuracies extends beyond mere knowledge gaps. When students eventually discover that
what they were taught was incomplete or erroneous, it can lead to a distrust of educational institutions and
skepticism towards authority figures. Moreover, it can perpetuate stereotypes and hinder critical thinking
skills, as learners may not be encouraged to question or analyze the information presented to them.

Common Examples of "Lies My Teacher Told Me"

Across various disciplines, certain myths and simplifications are commonly encountered by students. Some of
these include:



Historical Oversimplifications: The narrative that Christopher Columbus "discovered" America ignores
the presence of Indigenous peoples and their sophisticated societies.

Scientific Misconceptions: The idea that humans only use 10% of their brains is a popular myth rarely
substantiated by neuroscientific research.

Mathematical Absolutes: Presenting math as a rigid set of rules without highlighting its evolving
nature and the creativity involved in problem-solving.

Language and Literature: The belief that Shakespeare invented many English words, when in fact many
predate him or were popularized differently.

These examples highlight how educational narratives can sometimes prioritize memorable stories or simplified
facts at the expense of accuracy.

Why Do These Educational Myths Persist?

Understanding the persistence of "lies my teacher told me" requires examining the structural and psychological
factors at play within education systems.

Curriculum Constraints and Standardization

Standardized testing and curriculum guidelines often drive teachers to focus on specific content deemed
essential for examinations. This focus can limit opportunities to explore alternative perspectives or present
the complexities underlying certain topics. Consequently, educators might resort to simplified explanations to
fit within time constraints, inadvertently perpetuating inaccuracies.

Teacher Training and Resources

Not all teachers have access to the latest research or professional development opportunities that could
update their knowledge base. In some cases, educational resources are outdated, particularly in underfunded
schools. This gap in information can lead to the unintentional dissemination of misconceptions.

Cultural and Societal Biases

Educational content often reflects dominant cultural narratives, which may marginalize or exclude certain
viewpoints. For instance, textbooks may emphasize achievements from a Eurocentric perspective while minimizing
contributions from other cultures. Such biases can shape the "truths" taught in classrooms, embedding
systemic partiality into education.

The Role of Critical Thinking in Addressing Educational Inaccuracies

Promoting critical thinking skills is essential to counteracting the effects of "lies my teacher told me."
Encouraging students to question, analyze, and seek out multiple sources fosters a more nuanced
understanding of subjects.



Strategies for Educators

Integrate Diverse Perspectives: Including materials from various cultural and ideological viewpoints
can provide a more rounded education.

Update Curricula Regularly: Ensuring that lesson plans reflect current research helps prevent the
propagation of outdated information.

Encourage Inquiry-Based Learning: Allowing students to explore topics beyond the textbook can spark
curiosity and critical evaluation.

Empowering Students

Students who develop information literacy skills are better equipped to identify discrepancies and seek
verification. Teaching how to evaluate sources, understand context, and recognize bias is vital in building a
resilient knowledge base.

Technology and Its Influence on Educational Narratives

The rise of digital media has transformed how information is accessed and disseminated. While this
democratization of knowledge presents opportunities to correct educational myths, it also introduces
challenges such as misinformation and varying content quality.

Pros and Cons of Digital Learning Tools

Pros:

Access to a wide range of perspectives and updated information.

Interactive content that can enhance understanding.

Platforms for collaborative learning and discussion.

Cons:

Risk of exposure to unverified or biased information.

Information overload leading to difficulty discerning credible sources.

Potential reinforcement of echo chambers if content is not diversified.

Educators and students alike must navigate these digital landscapes carefully to maximize benefits while



minimizing misinformation.

Reevaluating the Narrative: Moving Beyond "Lies My Teacher Told
Me"

The phrase "lies my teacher told me" serves as a powerful reminder of the importance of continuous learning and
reassessment of accepted knowledge. It does not indict teachers as purveyors of falsehood but highlights the
evolving nature of education and the need for adaptability.

By embracing a culture of open inquiry, updating educational materials, and fostering critical thinking, the
education system can better serve its purpose of equipping students with accurate knowledge and analytical
skills. As society advances, so too must the narratives taught within classrooms, reflecting a more inclusive,
truthful, and complex understanding of the world.

In this light, confronting the "lies" of the past becomes a catalyst for more informed and empowered learning
experiences.

Lies My Teacher Told Me

  lies my teacher told me: Lies My Teacher Told Me James W. Loewen, 2007-10-16 Criticizes
the way history is presented in current textbooks, and suggests a fresh and more accurate approach
to teaching American history.
  lies my teacher told me: Lies My Teacher Told Me: Young Readers’ Edition James W. Loewen,
2019-04-23 Now adapted for young readers ages 12 through 18, the national bestseller that makes
real American history come alive in all of its conflict, drama, and complexity Lies My Teacher Told
Me is one of the most important—and successful—history books of our time. Having sold nearly two
million copies, the book won an American Book Award and the Oliver Cromwell Cox Award for
Distinguished Anti-Racist Scholarship. Now Rebecca Stefoff, the acclaimed nonfiction children's
writer who adapted Howard Zinn's bestseller A People's History of the United States for young
readers, makes Loewen's beloved work available to younger students. Essential reading in our age of
fake news and slippery, sloppy history, Lies My Teacher Told Me: Young Readers' Edition cuts
through the mindless optimism and outright lies found in most textbooks that are often not even
really written by their authors. Loewen is, as historian Carol Kammen has said, the history teacher
we all should have had. Beginning with pre-Columbian history and then covering characters and
events as diverse as the first Thanksgiving, Helen Keller, the My Lai massacre, 9/11, and the Iraq
War, Loewen's lively, provocative telling of American history is a counter-textbook that retells the
story of the American past (The Nation). This streamlined young readers' edition is rich in vivid
details and quotations from primary sources that poke holes in the textbook versions of history and
help students develop a deeper understanding of our world. Lies My Teacher Told Me: Young
Readers' Edition brings this classic text to a new generation of readers (and their parents and
teachers) who will welcome and value its honesty, its humor, and its integrity.
  lies my teacher told me: Lies My Teacher Told Me James W. Loewen, 2018-07-17 Every
teacher, every student of history, every citizen should read this book. It is both a refreshing antidote
to what has passed for history in our educational system and a one-volume education in itself.
—Howard Zinn A new edition of the national bestseller and American Book Award winner, with a
new preface by the author Since its first publication in 1995, Lies My Teacher Told Me has become
one of the most important—and successful—history books of our time. Having sold nearly two million
copies, the book also won an American Book Award and the Oliver Cromwell Cox Award for

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-193/lies-my-teacher-told-me.pdf


Distinguished Anti-Racist Scholarship and was heralded on the front page of the New York Times.
For this new edition, Loewen has added a new preface that shows how inadequate history courses in
high school help produce adult Americans who think Donald Trump can solve their problems, and
calls out academic historians for abandoning the concept of truth in a misguided effort to be
objective. What started out as a survey of the twelve leading American history textbooks has ended
up being what the San Francisco Chronicle calls an extremely convincing plea for truth in education.
In Lies My Teacher Told Me, James W. Loewen brings history alive in all its complexity and
ambiguity. Beginning with pre-Columbian history and ranging over characters and events as diverse
as Reconstruction, Helen Keller, the first Thanksgiving, the My Lai massacre, 9/11, and the Iraq
War, Loewen offers an eye-opening critique of existing textbooks, and a wonderful retelling of
American history as it should—and could—be taught to American students.
  lies my teacher told me: Lies My Teacher Told Me James W. Loewen, 2008 Criticizes the
way history is presented in current textbooks, and suggests a more accurate approach to teaching
American history.
  lies my teacher told me: Lies My Teacher Told Me James W. Loewen, Nate Powell, 2024-04-16
At last! The long-awaited graphic version of the multi-million copy bestselling corrective to American
history myths—adapted by the famed National Book Award–winning artist behind John Lewis’s
March trilogy Named one of the Best Art Books of the Year by Hyperallergic Winner of The Society
of Midland Authors Children’s Reading Round Table Award for Children’s Nonfiction Since its first
publication in the 1990s, Lies My Teacher Told Me has become one of the most important and
successful—and beloved—history books of our time. As the late Howard Zinn said, “Every teacher,
every student of history, every citizen should read this book.” Having sold well over 2 million copies,
the book also won an American Book Award and numerous other commendations and prizes and was
even heralded on the front page of the New York Times long after its first publication. Now, the
brilliant and award-winning artist Nate Powell—the first cartoonist ever to win a National Book
Award—has adapted Loewen’s classic work into a graphic edition that perfectly captures both
Loewen’s text and the irreverent spirit of his work. Eye-popping illustrations bring to life the true
history chronicled in Lies My Teacher Told Me, and ample text boxes and callouts ensure nothing is
lost in translation. The book is perfect for those making their first foray past the shroud of history
textbooks, and it will also be beloved by those who had their worldviews changed by the original.
  lies my teacher told me: Lies My Teacher Told Me , Criticizes the way history is presented in
current textbooks, and suggests a fresh and more accurate approach to teaching American history.
  lies my teacher told me: Lies My Teacher Told Me about Christopher Columbus James W.
Loewen, 2014 Some myths don't die, and lies are still being told about Christopher Columbus: that
he 'discovered' the Americas, that the land was sparsely populated by native people, that those
people were primitive and that they submitted to Columbus's 'God-like' authority. Loewen disproves
the myths about Columbus still enshrined in American textbooks with quotations from primary
source material that sets the record straight. The poster and accompanying 48-page paperback book
sum up the mistellings - and reveal the real story - in a graphically appealing and accessible format.
  lies my teacher told me: Summary of James W. Loewen's Lies My Teacher Told Me
Everest Media,, 2022-03-20T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not the original
book. Sample Book Insights: #1 Heroification is a process that makes people over into heroes.
Through this process, our educational media turn flesh-and-blood individuals into pious, perfect
creatures without conflicts, pain, credibility, or human interest. #2 Helen Keller was a radical
socialist who joined the Socialist party in 1909. She had become a social radical even before she
graduated from Radcliffe, and not because of any teachings available there. She became a Wobbly, a
member of the Industrial Workers of the World, a syndicalist union persecuted by Woodrow Wilson.
#3 Helen Keller was a radical who spent her life fighting for the free speech of others. She was also
a socialist, and her conversion to socialism caused a new storm of publicity. She never wavered in
her belief that our society needed radical change. #4 Under Wilson, the United States intervened in
Latin America more than at any other time in our history. We landed troops in Mexico in 1914, Haiti



in 1915, the Dominican Republic in 1916, and Panama in 1918.
  lies my teacher told me: Lies My Preacher Told Me Brent A. Strawn, 2021-02-09 In this
concise volume, Brent Strawn addresses ten common lies or mistruths about the Old Testament,
from perceptions of God's personality (the “angry Old Testament God”) to the relevance of the Old
Testament for Christians. Discover why stories and laws written thousands of years ago, centuries
before Christ, are enriching and indispensable for modern Christians. Written by a leading scholar in
Old Testament and designed for easy reading and group discussion, this book will expand your
thinking about the Bible’s First (and largest) Testament.
  lies my teacher told me: Summary of James W. Loewen's Lies My Teacher Told Me Milkyway
Media, 2022-04-28 Please note: This is a companion version & not the original book. Book Preview:
#1 Heroification is a process that makes people over into heroes. Through this process, our
educational media turn fleshandblood individuals into pious, perfect creatures without conflicts,
pain, credibility, or human interest. #2 Helen Keller was a radical socialist who joined the Socialist
party in 1909. She had become a social radical even before she graduated from Radcliffe, and not
because of any teachings available there. She became a Wobbly, a member of the Industrial Workers
of the World, a syndicalist union persecuted by Woodrow Wilson. #3 Helen Keller was a radical who
spent her life fighting for the free speech of others. She was also a socialist, and her conversion to
socialism caused a new storm of publicity. She never wavered in her belief that our society needed
radical change. #4 Under Wilson, the United States intervened in Latin America more than at any
other time in our history. We landed troops in Mexico in 1914, Haiti in 1915, the Dominican Republic
in 1916, and Panama in 1918.
  lies my teacher told me: From Iceland to the Americas Tim William Machan, Jón Karl
Helgason, 2020-04-07 This volume investigates the reception of a small historical fact with
wide-ranging social, cultural and imaginative consequences. Inspired by Leif Eiriksson’s visit to
Vinland in about the year 1000, novels, poetry, history, politics, arts and crafts, comics, films and
video games have all come to reflect rising interest in the medieval Norse and their North American
presence. Uniquely in reception studies, From Iceland to the Americas approaches this dynamic
between Nordic history and its reception by bringing together international authorities on
mythology, language, film and cultural studies, as well as on the literature that has dominated
critical reception. Collectively, the chapters not only explore the connections among medieval
Iceland and the modern Americas, but also probe why medieval contact has become a modern
cultural touchstone.
  lies my teacher told me: Globalization of Racism Donaldo Macedo, Panayota Gounari,
2015-11-17 Addressing ethnic cleansing, culture wars, human sufferings, terrorism, immigration,
and intensified xenophobia, The Globalization of Racism explains why it is vital that we gain a
nuanced understanding of how ideology underlies all social, cultural, and political discourse and
racist actions. The book looks at recent developments in France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Israel,
Italy, Portugal, Spain and the United States and uses examples from the mass media, popular
culture, and politics to address the challenges these and other countries face in their democratic
institutions. The eminent authors of this important book show how we can educate for critical
citizenry in the ever-increasing multicultural and multiracial world of the twenty-first century.
Contributors are: David Theo Goldberg, Loic Wacquant, Edward W. Said, Zygmunt Bauman, Peter
Mayo and Carmel Borg, Anna Aluffi Pentini and Walter Lorenz, Peter Gstettner, Georgios Tsiakalos,
Franz Hamburger, Julio Vargas, Lena de Botton and Ramon Flecha, Concetta Sirna, Jan Fiola, Joao
Paraskeva, Henry A. Giroux. It explores new forms of racism in the era of globalization.
  lies my teacher told me: System vs. Culture: North American Education and Society in the
Balance Frank Pace, 2014-05 For 160 years, North American children have been subject to
compulsory schooling. Formal education has evolved some over that time, but the end result of said
evolution is an educational system which is dysfunctional, inefficient, and ultimately incapable of
delivering on its professed mandates. Frank Pace is an educator with years of diverse experience. In
System vs. Culture: North American Education and Society in the Balance, he looks at the current



state of compulsory North American education and sees a system in crisis. He examines the history
of modern education and dissects the root causes of its profound dysfunction. System vs. Culture:
North American Education and Society in the Balance offers some insight into how an alternative
model of education might operate and how it would better serve the needs of a changing society and
better achieve its purported goals. Frank Pace has many important things to say about the state of
North American education. His arguments are persuasive and lucid and backed up by solid
scholarship. While the topic is complicated he does a good job breaking it down in a way that is
readable and compelling for both education professionals and anyone interested in education and
learning.
  lies my teacher told me: Teaching What Really Happened James W. Loewen, 2018-09-07
“Should be in the hands of every history teacher in the country.”— Howard Zinn James Loewen has
revised Teaching What Really Happened, the bestselling, go-to resource for social studies and
history teachers wishing to break away from standard textbook retellings of the past. In addition to
updating the scholarship and anecdotes throughout, the second edition features a timely new
chapter entitled Truth that addresses how traditional and social media can distort current events
and the historical record. Helping students understand what really happened in the past will
empower them to use history as a tool to argue for better policies in the present. Our society needs
engaged citizens now more than ever, and this book offers teachers concrete ideas for getting
students excited about history while also teaching them to read critically. It will specifically help
teachers and students tackle important content areas, including Eurocentrism, the American Indian
experience, and slavery. Book Features: An up-to-date assessment of the potential and pitfalls of
U.S. and world history education. Information to help teachers expect, and get, good performance
from students of all racial, ethnic, and socioeconomic backgrounds. Strategies for incorporating
project-oriented self-learning, having students conduct online historical research, and teaching
historiography. Ideas from teachers across the country who are empowering students by teaching
what really happened. Specific chapters dedicated to five content topics usually taught poorly in
today’s schools.
  lies my teacher told me: Studied Ignorance Herbert N. Foerstel, 2013-05-23 Despite
concerted efforts from our educators, administrators, and government, American education
continues to struggle. The author of this work argues that the decline can be traced to censored
curricula, inaccurate textbooks, test-driven evaluations, and increasing poverty among the student
population. Under the definition of failure specified in the No Child Left Behind Act, more than 80
percent of American schools could currently be labeled as failing, while the quality of American
education overall and our students' performance continue to rank unfavorably against international
competition. This book examines the crisis in American education and identifies how weaknesses in
textbooks, teaching, and testing have created the crisis facing American education—a topic that
dramatically affects students, teachers, and parents. Author Herbert N. Foerstel exposes the
textbook wars that began a century ago and rage on with even more venom today. His book traces
the legal basis for curricular censorship that dates back 75 years; identifies the bizarre process by
which shoddy textbooks have been written, published, and come to be widely accepted; and
documents the disastrous effect that reliance on these materials has had on the curriculum. Foerstel
also supplies a careful assessment of the current political debate over education reform and of the
proposed solutions to these problems.
  lies my teacher told me: New York Magazine , 1995-01-09 New York magazine was born in
1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself as
the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  lies my teacher told me: Denial Jared Del Rosso, 2024-05-14 In this new book, Jared Del Rosso
argues that to understand contemporary social problems we need to become aware of the strategies



that people use to deny the existence of those very problems. Drawing on research in sociology,
criminology, psychology, and communication studies, Del Rosso develops a new vocabulary for
describing denial and its consequences. With examples from everyday observations, current events,
and social scientific research, Del Rosso also reveals just how widespread and varied the uses of
denial are. Some uses of denial can help people repair their interactions and relationships with
others. But most uses of it allows problems to fester, unrecognized. We need, Del Rosso concludes,
forms of acknowledgement to surface long-denied problems. But more than that, we need collective
forms of action to remedy the harms that those problems and our denial of them have done--
  lies my teacher told me: Faith, Physics, and Psychology John Fitzgerald Medina, 2006 In Faith
Physics and Psychology, John Fitzgerald Medina offers a new understanding of the important role of
religion and spirituality in the building of a global society.
  lies my teacher told me: Teaching and Learning Difficult Histories in International Contexts
Terrie Epstein, Carla Peck, 2017-08-07 Grounded in a critical sociocultural approach, this volume
examines issues associated with teaching and learning difficult histories in international contexts.
Defined as representations of past violence and oppression, difficult histories are contested and can
evoke emotional, often painful, responses in the present. Teaching and learning these histories is
contentious yet necessary for increased dialogue within conflict-ridden societies, reconciliation in
post-conflict societies, and greater social cohesion in long-standing democratic nations. Focusing on
locations and populations across the globe, chapter authors investigate how key themes—including
culture, identity, collective memory, emotion, and multi-perspectivity, historical consciousness,
distance, and amnesia—inform the teaching and learning of difficult histories.
  lies my teacher told me: Literacy and Learning in the Content Areas Sharon Kane,
2025-04-23 The fifth edition of Literacy and Learning in the Content Areas: Enhancing Knowledge in
the Disciplines provides readers with the knowledge, motivation, tools, and confidence for
integrating literacy in their disciplinary classrooms. Offering a literature-based approach to teaching
disciplinary literacy, the new edition shares important ways in which teachers of courses in the
disciplines can enhance student learning of subject matter and skills while also fostering their
growth in the many facets of literacy. Throughout each chapter, Kane provides engaging and
creative strategies and activities to make literacy come alive in discipline-specific courses and to
encourage students to explore and learn in the classroom. Embedded in each chapter are examples,
resources, and strategies to help readers actively engage with and implement literacy practices.
These features include Teaching in Action examples by subject area; Activating Prior Knowledge
activities to stimulate critical thinking to prepare readers to learn complex theoretical and
conceptual material about teaching, learning, and literacy; and end-of-chapter Application Activities
to apply field experiences to classroom use. New to the Fifth Edition Every chapter of this new
edition is updated to reflect the current approaches, standards, and benchmarks for
discipline-specific literacy A new introduction with reading activities for professors to exemplify a
common reading experience with their students, supported by online reading materials New book
talks to highlight books that show disciplinary thinking in action, including literature related to art,
physical education, economics, computer science, engineering, food science, music, robotics,
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learning
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