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Issues in Urban Education: Challenges and Pathways to Improvement

issues in urban education have long been a significant concern for educators,
policymakers, parents, and communities alike. Urban schools often face a
unique set of challenges that can hinder student learning and overall
development. These challenges stem from a complex interplay of socioeconomic
factors, resource limitations, and systemic inequities that
disproportionately affect students in densely populated city environments.
Understanding these issues is crucial for anyone interested in fostering
equitable and high-quality education for all children, regardless of their
zip code.

Understanding the Landscape of Urban Education

Urban education refers to schooling systems located in metropolitan areas,
often characterized by diverse populations and high-density living
conditions. While urban schools can be vibrant and culturally rich
environments, they frequently grapple with problems such as overcrowded
classrooms, underfunding, and safety concerns. These factors contribute to
disparities in educational outcomes compared to suburban or rural schools.

Socioeconomic Challenges and Their Impact

One of the most pervasive issues in urban education is the socioeconomic
status of the student population. Many urban schools serve students from low-
income families who may face food insecurity, unstable housing, and limited
access to healthcare. These conditions affect students’ ability to focus,
attend school regularly, and engage fully in academic activities.

Poverty can also limit access to educational resources outside the classroom,
such as tutoring, extracurricular activities, and technology. This economic
gap often translates into a performance gap, where students in urban schools
lag behind their peers in more affluent areas.

Resource Allocation and Funding Disparities

Funding for public schools in the United States is largely tied to local
property taxes, which can create significant disparities between wealthy and
poor neighborhoods. Urban schools frequently receive less funding per
student, leading to outdated textbooks, insufficient technology, and
inadequate facilities.



Moreover, many urban schools struggle to attract and retain qualified
teachers due to lower salaries, high stress, and challenging working
conditions. Teacher turnover rates tend to be higher in urban districts,
disrupting student learning and continuity.

Key Issues in Urban Education

Overcrowding and Infrastructure Strain

Many urban schools operate with limited physical space, resulting in
overcrowded classrooms that hinder personalized instruction. Overcrowding can
exacerbate behavioral problems and make it difficult for teachers to manage
classrooms effectively. Additionally, aging school buildings may suffer from
poor maintenance, lack of modern amenities, and health hazards such as mold
or lead paint.

Safety and School Climate

Safety is a major concern in some urban schools where students may be exposed
to violence either inside or outside the school environment. A hostile or
unsafe school climate can lead to increased absenteeism, anxiety, and lower
academic achievement. Schools that implement restorative justice practices
and social-emotional learning programs often see improvements in safety and
student behavior.

Cultural and Linguistic Diversity

Urban schools are often home to students from a wide array of cultural
backgrounds and languages. While diversity is a strength, it also presents
challenges in terms of providing culturally responsive teaching and adequate
English language learning support. Without proper resources, English language
learners (ELLs) may struggle to keep up academically, which can affect
graduation rates and long-term success.

Access to Technology and Digital Divide

In today’s education landscape, technology plays a critical role in teaching
and learning. However, many urban students face a digital divide, where they
lack access to reliable internet or personal devices at home. This gap became
even more apparent during the COVID-19 pandemic when remote learning became
necessary. Schools and communities continue to seek solutions to ensure



equitable access to technology for all students.

Addressing Challenges: Strategies for
Improvement

Investing in Equitable Funding

To mitigate the funding disparities, many advocates call for reforms at the
state and federal levels to provide more equitable funding formulas that
prioritize schools with higher needs. Increased investment can upgrade
facilities, purchase modern learning materials, and support comprehensive
student services.

Supporting Teachers and Staff

Improving teacher retention in urban schools requires offering competitive
salaries, professional development opportunities, and support systems that
address the unique demands of urban education. Mentorship programs and
teacher collaboration can also enhance job satisfaction and instructional
quality.

Fostering Inclusive and Safe School Environments

Creating a positive school climate involves implementing anti-bullying
policies, promoting cultural competency, and integrating social-emotional
learning into the curriculum. Schools that engage families and community
organizations often build stronger support networks for students.

Bridging the Digital Divide

Efforts to provide students with devices and internet access have increased,
but ongoing support is essential. Schools can partner with local governments
and businesses to expand broadband infrastructure and offer digital literacy
training to students and families.

Community Involvement and Policy Advocacy

The challenges in urban education cannot be solved by schools alone.



Community organizations, parents, and policymakers play vital roles in
advocating for systemic change. Grassroots initiatives that empower families
and students help raise awareness about educational inequities and push for
reforms that address root causes.

Collaborative efforts that include after-school programs, mentorship, and
health services contribute to a holistic approach to urban education. When
communities invest in their youth, the ripple effects can lead to safer
neighborhoods, higher graduation rates, and greater economic opportunities.

The Road Ahead: Hope Amid Challenges

While the issues in urban education are complex and deeply rooted, many
success stories highlight that change is possible. Innovative programs
focusing on personalized learning, equity-driven policies, and community
partnerships demonstrate that urban schools can thrive despite obstacles.

Educators and leaders who understand the unique needs of urban students and
advocate for resources and reforms are paving the way toward more inclusive
and effective education systems. By addressing the multifaceted issues—from
funding and infrastructure to cultural competency and digital access—urban
education can become a beacon of opportunity for future generations.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the primary challenges faced by urban
schools today?
Urban schools often face challenges such as overcrowding, limited funding,
high teacher turnover, and inadequate facilities, which impact the quality of
education delivered.

How does socioeconomic status affect student
performance in urban education?
Students from low socioeconomic backgrounds in urban areas may face obstacles
like limited access to resources, food insecurity, and unstable housing,
which can negatively affect their academic performance and engagement.

What role does teacher retention play in the quality
of urban education?
High teacher turnover in urban schools disrupts learning continuity, affects
student-teacher relationships, and places strain on remaining staff, leading
to diminished educational outcomes.



How does the lack of funding impact urban schools?
Insufficient funding in urban schools results in outdated materials,
inadequate technology, limited extracurricular opportunities, and reduced
support services, all of which hinder student learning and development.

What are the effects of overcrowding in urban
classrooms?
Overcrowded classrooms in urban schools can lead to reduced individual
attention for students, increased classroom management challenges, and lower
overall academic achievement.

How do safety concerns affect the learning
environment in urban schools?
Safety issues, including violence and bullying, create stressful environments
that can distract students and teachers, reduce attendance, and negatively
impact mental health and academic success.

What impact does the digital divide have on urban
education?
The digital divide limits access to technology and internet connectivity for
many urban students, hindering their ability to complete assignments, engage
in remote learning, and develop digital literacy skills.

How does language diversity present challenges in
urban education?
Urban schools often serve students from diverse linguistic backgrounds,
requiring specialized resources and trained staff to support English language
learners and ensure equitable access to the curriculum.

What strategies can improve educational outcomes in
urban schools?
Effective strategies include increasing funding, implementing community
partnerships, providing professional development for teachers, addressing
students' social-emotional needs, and utilizing technology to enhance
learning.

Additional Resources
Issues in Urban Education: A Comprehensive Analysis of Challenges and
Opportunities



Issues in urban education continue to pose significant challenges for
policymakers, educators, families, and communities alike. As cities grow and
diversify, the complexity of providing equitable, high-quality education in
urban settings becomes more pronounced. Urban schools often grapple with a
myriad of obstacles, including resource disparities, overcrowding,
socioeconomic factors, and systemic inequities. Understanding these issues in
urban education requires a nuanced examination of the underlying causes,
manifestations, and potential strategies to foster improvement.

Understanding the Core Challenges in Urban
Education

Urban education systems frequently operate in environments marked by high
population density and diverse student demographics. These factors contribute
to distinct challenges that differ from those in suburban or rural schools.
At the heart of these difficulties lie issues such as funding inequities,
teacher shortages, and the impact of poverty on student learning outcomes.

Funding Disparities and Resource Limitations

One of the most persistent issues in urban education is funding disparity.
Despite efforts to allocate resources more equitably, urban school districts
often face budget constraints that limit access to essential materials,
technology, and infrastructure improvements. According to a 2022 report by
the Education Law Center, urban districts in the United States receive
approximately 15% less funding per student compared to their suburban
counterparts.

This shortfall affects everything from classroom sizes to extracurricular
offerings. Schools in economically disadvantaged neighborhoods may struggle
to maintain safe and modern facilities, purchase up-to-date textbooks, or
provide advanced courses that prepare students for college and career
success. The lack of adequate funding also impacts support services like
counseling, special education, and after-school programs.

Teacher Recruitment and Retention Challenges

Another critical issue is the difficulty urban schools face in recruiting and
retaining qualified teachers. High turnover rates are common in these
settings, driven by factors such as lower salaries, challenging working
conditions, and limited professional development opportunities. Studies
reveal that urban schools may experience teacher turnover rates as high as
20-30% annually, compared to 10-15% in non-urban schools.



Teacher shortages exacerbate classroom overcrowding and reduce individualized
attention for students. Furthermore, inexperienced or underprepared educators
may find it challenging to address the diverse learning needs and behavioral
issues prevalent in some urban classrooms. The resulting instability
undermines instructional continuity and student achievement.

Socioeconomic and Demographic Factors Affecting
Urban Education

The socioeconomic environment surrounding urban schools plays a pivotal role
in shaping educational outcomes. Many students in city schools come from low-
income families, face housing insecurity, or contend with food scarcity.
These external stressors influence their academic performance and engagement.

Impact of Poverty and Community Challenges

Poverty remains one of the most significant barriers in urban education.
Children living in impoverished neighborhoods often encounter limited access
to early childhood education, healthcare, and enrichment opportunities
outside of school. According to data from the National Center for Education
Statistics (NCES), nearly 60% of students in urban public schools qualify for
free or reduced-price lunch, a common indicator of economic hardship.

The stress associated with poverty can lead to increased absenteeism, lower
test scores, and higher dropout rates. Moreover, urban schools located in
neighborhoods with elevated crime rates may struggle to create safe and
supportive learning environments, further complicating efforts to foster
student success.

Diversity and English Language Learners

Urban schools typically serve highly diverse student populations, including
large numbers of English language learners (ELLs). While diversity can enrich
the educational experience, it also requires tailored instructional
approaches and culturally responsive teaching methods. Schools must invest in
specialized staff and resources to meet the linguistic and cultural needs of
these students.

However, many urban districts lack sufficient funding for bilingual education
programs or adequate training for teachers on ELL strategies. This gap can
leave students struggling to keep pace academically and socially,
perpetuating achievement disparities.



Structural and Systemic Issues in Urban School
Systems

Beyond immediate resource and demographic challenges, urban education is
affected by broader systemic issues that influence policy, governance, and
accountability.

Overcrowding and Infrastructure Deficiencies

Rapid urbanization often leads to overcrowded classrooms and schools
operating beyond their intended capacity. Overpopulated schools face
difficulties maintaining a conducive learning atmosphere, with noise,
distractions, and limited space hindering instructional quality.

Infrastructure deficits, such as aging buildings and inadequate technology,
further dampen educational effectiveness. While some cities have launched
modernization initiatives, progress is uneven, and many schools remain in
substandard conditions that negatively impact student morale and safety.

Standardized Testing and Accountability Pressures

Urban schools frequently bear the brunt of accountability systems centered on
standardized testing. While these assessments are designed to measure student
achievement and hold schools accountable, they can inadvertently exacerbate
issues in urban education.

High-stakes testing pressures may lead to a narrowing of the curriculum,
teaching to the test, or even unethical practices such as cheating scandals.
Additionally, schools with high numbers of disadvantaged students often
struggle to meet performance benchmarks, risking punitive measures that can
further destabilize already fragile institutions.

Potential Strategies and Innovations to Address
Urban Education Challenges

Despite the numerous issues in urban education, various innovative approaches
and policy interventions show promise in mitigating challenges and promoting
equity.



Community Engagement and Support Networks

Strengthening partnerships between schools, families, and community
organizations has proven effective in supporting student success. Programs
that offer mentoring, after-school activities, and health services help
address out-of-school factors affecting learning.

Engaging local stakeholders in decision-making fosters a sense of ownership
and tailors solutions to community needs. For example, community schools that
integrate social services and family support report improved attendance and
academic outcomes.

Investment in Teacher Development and Support

Addressing teacher shortages requires comprehensive strategies, including
competitive compensation, mentorship programs, and ongoing professional
development tailored to urban teaching challenges. Supporting educators with
classroom resources and manageable workloads enhances retention and
instructional quality.

Innovative recruitment initiatives, such as “grow your own” programs that
encourage local community members to become teachers, also show potential in
creating a stable and culturally competent workforce.

Leveraging Technology and Personalized Learning

Technology integration can help overcome resource gaps and personalize
instruction to meet diverse student needs. Digital tools enable
differentiated learning paths, real-time feedback, and expanded access to
advanced coursework.

However, equitable access to devices and reliable internet remains a concern
in many urban districts. Addressing the digital divide is critical to
ensuring technology benefits all students.

Policy Reforms and Funding Equity

Long-term improvement in urban education hinges on policy reforms aimed at
equitable funding formulas, transparent governance, and accountability
systems that recognize the complexities of urban schooling. Redirecting
resources to high-need areas and investing in infrastructure upgrades are
essential steps.

Additionally, reimagining assessment methods to include multiple measures of
student learning and school quality can reduce undue pressure and better



reflect holistic educational goals.

The multifaceted nature of issues in urban education demands sustained
commitment and collaborative problem-solving. While challenges remain deeply
entrenched, ongoing research and innovative practices continue to illuminate
pathways toward more equitable and effective urban schooling.

Issues In Urban Education

  issues in urban education: Challenges to Urban Education--results in the Making , 1987
  issues in urban education: Challenges of Urban Education Karen A. McClafferty, Carlos
Alberto Torres, Theodore R. Mitchell, 2000-01-27 A supplemental text with a fresh, bold edge,
Challenges of Urban Education includes a range of topics from quantitative analyses of student
demographics to the description and analysis of urban high school students' creative writing. The
book bridges the dualisms of local and global, theory and practice, and structure and agency. It
furthers the advancement of the new sociology of education by making connections between the
social context of urban schooling and the lives of the individuals who are affected by it. [Contributors
include Michael W. Apple; Anthony Gary Dworkin; Pamela Fenning; harry Handler; David Keiser;
Karen A. McClafferty; Peter McLaren; Roslyn Arlin Mickelson; Theodore R. Mitchell; Raymond A.
Morrow; Marianela Parraga; Margaret K. Purser; Ayman Sheikh-Hussin; Sid Thompson; Laurence A.
Toenjes; Carlos Alberto Torres; Eugene Tucker; Amy Stuart Wells; Geoff Whitty; and Jim Wilczynski.]
  issues in urban education: Urban Education for the 21st Century Festus E. Obiakor, Floyd D.
Beachum, 2005 This timely book exposes the complexities and realities facing urbanness and urban
schools that are inadequately funded and denigrated, along with students who continue to be
misidentified, misassessed, miscategorized, misplaced, and misinstructed by illprepared and
unprepared educators and service providers. The text very successfully demonstrates the
comprehensive nature and connectedness of problems and prospects in urban education. This book
will be an added resource to researchers, scholars, educators, and service providers. It should be an
excellent required text for graduate and undergraduate courses in all branches of education.
Addition-ally, the book will be of interest to education administrators at all levels, public school
teachers, policy makers, and change agents. The thirteen chapters discuss and explore the following
primary topics:• Urban education and the quest for democracy, equity, and excellence• Educating
urban learners with and without special needs• Personnel preparation and urban schools• Teaching
and learning in urban schools• Educational leadership in urban schools• Insights into educational
psychology and what urban practitioners must know• Managing violence in urban schools•
Financing urban schools• Reducing the power of “whiteness” in urban schools• Promises and
challenges of building and the future perspectives of urban education.
  issues in urban education: The Challenges of Urban Education Sokha Bunly, 2018 This paper
will attempt to address the challenges faced in urban education. By analyzing issues such as
demographics, racism, new racism, equality, equity, privatization and gentrification I hope to open
further discourse on longstanding false pedagogy concerning urban education. I aim to scrutinize
the underlying problems of urban schools and the perspectives held by the general public. When
people think of urban areas and urban education they conjure up an image of poor schools in violent
neighborhoods. It is true that many urban schools are in fierce areas where crime is prevalent,
however, we must look beyond this and see other urban schools such as Emerson Elementary an
affluent school in the urban city of Long Beach, Ca. This school meets or exceeds all standards and is
centered in an urban area. I believe that once people see the challenges urban areas face, they can
begin to understand the true causes of urban poverty, teacher attrition rates and health concerns. I
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hope that this paper will bring these issues to light.
  issues in urban education: Urban Education, Problems and Issues Livinius Azubike
Ukachi, 1980
  issues in urban education: Current Trends and Issues in Urban Education, 1993 Carol Ascher,
1993
  issues in urban education: Handbook of Urban Education H. Richard Milner IV, Kofi
Lomotey, 2021-04-14 This second edition of the Handbook of Urban Education offers a fresh, fluid,
and diverse range of perspectives from which the authors describe, analyze, and offer
recommendations for urban education in the US. Each of the seven sections includes an
introduction, providing an overview and contextualization of the contents. In addition, there are
discussion questions at the conclusion of many of the 31 chapters. The seven sections in this edition
of the Handbook include: (1) Multidisciplinary Perspectives (e.g., economics, health sciences,
sociology, and human development); (2) Policy and Leadership; (3) Teacher Education and Teaching;
(4) Curriculum, Language, and Literacy; (5) STEM; (6) Parents, Families, and Communities; and (7)
School Closures, Gentrification, and Youth Voice and Innovations. Chapters are written by leaders in
the field of urban education, and there are 27 new authors in this edition of the Handbook. The book
covers a wide and deep range of the landscape of urban education. It is a powerful and accessible
introduction to the field of urban education for researchers, theorists, policymakers and
practitioners as well as a critical call for the future of the field for those more seasoned in the field.
  issues in urban education: A Study of Urban Education Illinois. School Problems
Commission. Urban Studies Sub-committee, 1969
  issues in urban education: Urban Education in America Raymond C. Hummel, John M.
Nagle, 1973
  issues in urban education: Issues in Urban Education John M. Raynor, 1974
  issues in urban education: Transforming Urban Education Joseph Kretovics, Edward J. Nussel,
1994 This readings-with-text is a compilation of important contributions to the study of urban
education over the past few decades. This edited volume includes a variety of articles dealing with
the issues and problems of urban education and some possibilities for transforming urban schools
through the lens of equality of educational opportunity.
  issues in urban education: Second International Handbook of Urban Education William
T. Pink, George W. Noblit, 2017-01-06 This second handbook offers all new content in which readers
will find a thoughtful and measured interrogation of significant contemporary thinking and practice
in urban education. Each chapter reflects contemporary cutting-edge issues in urban education as
defined by their local context. One important theme that runs throughout this handbook is how
urban is defined, and under what conditions the marginalized are served by the schools they attend.
Schooling continues to hold a special place both as a means to achieve social mobility and as a
mechanism for supporting the economy of nations. This second handbook focuses on factors such as
social stratification, segmentation, segregation, racialization, urbanization, class formation and
maintenance, and patriarchy. The central concern is to explore how equity plays out for those
traditionally marginalized in urban schools in different locations around the globe. Researchers will
find an analysis framework that will make the current practice and outcomes of urban education,
and their alternatives, more transparent, and in turn this will lead to solutions that can help improve
the life-options for students historically underserved by urban schools.
  issues in urban education: Urban Education Kathy L. Adams, Dale E. Adams, 2003-11-12 A
comprehensive look at urban schools, using history as a lens for coming to grips with present-day
social, political, legal, and economic realities reflected in our urban education system. Urban
Education encompasses the historical perspectives from the late 19th century to the present on
urban schooling. It examines the social and political context of schools and the impact of court
decisions on education in our urban schools. The book provides insightful analyses of teaching,
curriculum, and assessment issues including curriculum differentiation between most suburban and
urban school districts that contribute to the widespread achievement between these schools.



  issues in urban education: Inclusion in Urban Educational Environments Denise E.
Armstrong, Brenda J. McMahon, 2006-06-01 This book is motivated by our experiences in working
with students and their families in urban communities. We are particularly concerned about the
urgent imperative to address the endemic educational and societal challenges that pervade the lives
of urban students, particularly those who live in poverty, are of minority and immigrant
backgrounds, and are otherwise marginalized within the current educational discourses and
practices. In spite of the fact that over the last 3 decades policy makers, educators and communities
across the globe have called for in depth structural changes, this is rarely evidenced in the
discourses, practices, and structures within academic and practitioner spheres. This reluctance,
despite articulations to the contrary, can be directly linked to normative theoretical and practical
perspectives that are defined by assumptions that constrain urban students within restrictive
boundaries. These narrow outsider worldviews based on notions of what ought to be, combined with
ignorance of the realties of students’ lives focus on deviance and deficits. They blind prospective
change agents to the strengths and richness that students bring, and they delimit the transformative
potential of social justice praxis within urban environments. The resulting discourse, in the form of
deficit beliefs, thoughts, actions, and dialogues shapes urban research, theory, and practice. We
contend that in order to counteract the debilitating impacts of these harmful constructions of urban
and social justice, it is important to clarify this terminology.
  issues in urban education: Trends and Issues in Urban Education Carol Ascher, Carolyn Riehl,
Adam Price, 1986
  issues in urban education: Urban Education Karen Symms Gallagher, Rodney Goodyear,
Dominic Brewer, Robert Rueda, 2013-03-19 Many factors complicate the education of urban
students. Among them have been issues related to population density; racial, ethnic, cultural, and
linguistic diversity; poverty; racism (individual and institutional); and funding levels. Although urban
educators have been addressing these issues for decades, placing them under the umbrella of urban
education and treating them as a specific area of practice and inquiry is relatively recent. Despite
the wide adoption of the term a consensus about its meaning exists at only the broadest of levels. In
short, urban education remains an ill-defined concept. This comprehensive volume addresses this
definitional challenge and provides a 3-part conceptual model in which the achievement of equity for
all -- regardless of race, gender, or ethnicity – is an ideal that is central to urban education. The
model also posits that effective urban education requires attention to the three central issues that
confronts all education systems (a) accountability of individuals and the institutions in which they
work, (b) leadership, which occurs in multiple ways and at multiple levels, and (c) learning, which is
the raison d'être of education. Just as a three-legged stool would fall if any one leg were weak or
missing, each of these areas is essential to effective urban education and affects the others.
  issues in urban education: Issues in Urban Education Earl J. Ogletree, 1976-01-01
  issues in urban education: Global Perspectives on Issues and Solutions in Urban Education
Petra A. Robinson, Ayana Allen-Handy, Amber Bryant, Chance W. Lewis, 2019-03-01 In 2014, The
Urban Education Collaborative at the University of North Carolina at Charlotte hosted its first
biennial International Conference on Urban Education (ICUE) in Montego Bay, Jamaica. In 2016, the
second hosting of the conference took place in San Juan, Puerto Rico. Additionally, in 2018, the third
hosting of the conference took place in Nassau, Bahamas. These solution-focused conferences
brought together students, teachers, scholars, public sector and business professionals as well as
others from around the world to present their research and best practices on various topics
pertaining to urban education. With ICUE’s inspiration, this book is a response to the growing need
to highlight the multifaceted aspects of urban education particularly focusing on common issues and
solutions in urban environments (e.g., family and community engagement, student academic
achievement, teacher preparation and professional development, targeted instructional and
disciplinary interventions, opportunity gaps, culturally-relevant and sustaining practices, etc.).
Additionally, with this book, we seek to better understand the challenges facing urban educators and
students and to offer progressive initiatives toward resolutions. This unique compilation of work is



organized under four major themes all targeted at critically addressing concerns that may inhibit the
success of urban learners and providing solutions that have implications for curriculum design,
development, and delivery; teacher preparation and teaching diverse populations; career readiness
and employment; and even more nuanced issues related to foster care, undocumented students and
mental health, sustainable consumption, childhood marriage, food deserts, and marine life and
urban communities.
  issues in urban education: Economic, Political and Legal Solutions to Critical Issues in
Urban Education and Implications for Teacher Preparation Stephanie Thomas, Shanique J.
Lee, Chance W. Lewis, 2022-06-01 The Montgomery bus boycott, Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee (SNCC), and Brown v. Board of Education reveal incentives to reform as a result of
economic, political and legal threat. It is difficult to change a person’s heart, or to change based on
moral conviction alone. However, policies and laws can be established that will change a person’s
behavior. Historically, there was rarely a time where societal changes were the result of a desire to
do what was morally right. Doing what is right was contingent upon economic advantages, political
motivation or the threat of litigation. By the mid 1900s the NAACP had learned a valuable lesson in
the South, that litigation or the threat of litigation was an effective tool in the quest for educational
equality (Douglas, 1995). More recently, the #metoo movement and the Los Angeles teacher’s strike
exposed corrupt behavior and insufficient working environments that have existed for decades. What
is different? They have been exposed through political, economic and legal means. As it pertains to
educating African Americans, there was an ongoing role of servitude in the political economy of the
South (Anderson, 1988). This was subsequently disrupted through political, economic, and legal
measures during Reconstruction. Racist ideologies and economic advantages were seen through Jim
Crow Laws (Roback, 1984) that were again disrupted through political, economic, and legal
methods. Education has also been cited as what perpetuates our democracy. It is institutions that
afford its citizens the skills and knowledge necessary for political participation (Rury, 2002). Even
when legal cases are unsuccessful, such as Puitt v. Commissioners of Gaston County or Plessy v.
Ferguson, they can forge the way to successful litigation dismantling racist ideologies that oppress
African Americans. Although the Puitt decision did not remove the processes of discrimination
against Black schools, it left intact the legal basis on segregated and unequal education (Douglas,
1995). As citizens, it is imperative that we participate in the political process and use our authority
to mandate the changes we would like to see in urban education. When theorizing this book, the
intent was to provide an interdisciplinary look at solutions to critical issues in urban education
through political, economic, and legal avenues. This book seeks to provide an interdisciplinary
approach to solving the issues in education while connecting it to the effects on teacher preparation.
Using historical and recent examples, scholars can piece together solutions that will guide others to
political, economic, and legal action necessary to dismantle systems that have bound Black and
Brown children. It is our intent to offer innovative, yet grounded solutions that can purposefully
move the conversation about solutions to critical issues in education to political, economic, and legal
actions.
  issues in urban education: Changing Urban Education Clarence Nathan Stone, 1998 With
critical issues like desegregation and funding facing our schools, dissatisfaction with public
education has reached a new high. Teachers decry inadequate resources while critics claim
educators are more concerned with job security than effective teaching. Though urban education
has reached crisis proportions, contending players have difficulty agreeing on a common program of
action. This book tells why. Changing Urban Education confronts the prevailing naivete in school
reform by examining the factors that shape, reinforce, or undermine reform efforts. Edited by one of
the nation's leading urban scholars, it examines forces for change and resistance in urban education
and proposes that the barrier to reform can only be overcome by understanding how schools fit into
the broader political contexts of their cities. Much of the problem with our schools lies with the
reluctance of educators to recognize the profoundly political character of public education. The
contributors show how urban political contexts vary widely with factors like racial composition, the



role of the teachers' union, and relations between cities and surrounding metropolitan areas.
Presenting case studies of original field research in Baltimore, Chicago, Houston, and six other
urban areas, they consider how resistance to desegregation and the concentration of the poor in
central urban areas affect education, and they suggest how cities can build support for reform
through the involvement of business and other community players. By demonstrating the complex
interrelationship between urban education and politics, this book shows schools to be not just places
for educating children, but also major employers and large spenders of tax dollars. It also introduces
the concept of civic capacity—the ability of educators and non-educators to work together on
common goals—and suggests that this key issue must be addressed before education can be
improved. Changing Urban Education makes it clear to educators that the outcome of reform efforts
depends heavily on their political context as it reminds political scientists that education is a major
part of the urban mix. While its prognosis is not entirely optimistic, it sets forth important guidelines
that cannot be ignored if our schools are to successfully prepare children for the future.
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