
history of carnival in trinidad and
tobago
History of Carnival in Trinidad and Tobago: A Vibrant Cultural Legacy

History of carnival in Trinidad and Tobago is a fascinating story that weaves
together elements of colonialism, cultural fusion, and the resilient spirit
of a diverse people. This spectacular festival, known globally for its
vibrant costumes, pulsating music, and infectious energy, stands as one of
the most significant cultural events in the Caribbean. To truly appreciate
the carnival’s modern-day exuberance, it’s essential to explore its rich and
complex origins, the social dynamics that shaped it, and how it evolved over
the centuries into the grand celebration we witness today.

The Roots of Carnival: European Beginnings and
African Influences

The history of carnival in Trinidad and Tobago traces back to the colonial
period, when European settlers brought their own traditions and festivities
to the islands. Originally, carnival was linked to the pre-Lenten
celebrations of the French and Spanish colonizers, who observed this period
as a time of indulgence before the solemnity of Lent. These European
masquerade balls and street festivities were exclusive events dominated by
the white elite.

However, the unique flavor of Trinidad and Tobago’s carnival began to emerge
when enslaved Africans and later freedmen started to participate and infuse
their own cultural expressions into the celebrations. African slaves were
prohibited from participating in the European-style festivities, but they
created their own parallel celebrations, often held at night, which featured
drumming, dancing, and storytelling rooted in African traditions.

From Canboulay to Carnival

One of the most critical African contributions to the history of carnival in
Trinidad and Tobago is the Canboulay festival. Canboulay, meaning “cannes
brulées” or burnt cane fields, commemorated the harvest season and the
resilience of enslaved Africans who once revolted against oppressive
plantation masters. This festival, involving drumming and singing, became a
symbolic act of resistance and cultural preservation.

Canboulay’s influence is still felt today in the form of the steelpan music
and the rhythmic beats that accompany carnival parades. The blending of
African and European traditions eventually led to a unique carnival culture



that celebrates freedom, creativity, and community.

Post-Emancipation Developments and the Rise of
Masquerade

With the abolition of slavery in 1834 and the subsequent end of
apprenticeship in 1838, formerly enslaved Africans gained more freedom to
express their cultural identities. This newfound liberty allowed them to
participate more openly in carnival activities. The early 19th century saw
the introduction of “mas’ bands” or masquerade bands, where participants
dressed in elaborate costumes, often satirical or symbolic, and paraded the
streets.

The masquerade tradition became a powerful form of social commentary.
Characters like the Midnight Robber, the Dame Lorraine, and the Jab Molassie
emerged, each telling stories that reflected the social and political
realities of the time. This blend of performance, costume, and storytelling
is a cornerstone of the history of carnival in Trinidad and Tobago,
showcasing the creativity and resilience of its people.

The Role of Calypso and Music Evolution

Music has always been central to carnival’s identity. Calypso music, which
developed from African and French influences, became the voice of the people.
Early calypsonians used their songs to critique colonial authorities, comment
on social issues, and entertain the masses during carnival.

In the early 20th century, the invention of the steelpan—born from the
resourcefulness of musicians using discarded oil drums—revolutionized
carnival music. The steelpan is now recognized as a symbol of Trinidad and
Tobago’s cultural innovation and is integral to the carnival experience.

The Modern Era: Global Recognition and Cultural
Celebration

Today, the history of carnival in Trinidad and Tobago is celebrated as a
vibrant, inclusive festival that attracts visitors worldwide. The event
typically takes place on the Monday and Tuesday before Ash Wednesday,
featuring spectacular parades of colorful floats, dazzling costumes, and a
non-stop soundtrack of soca and calypso.



Key Components of Contemporary Carnival

Several elements make up the modern carnival experience:

J’ouvert: The early morning street party marking the start of carnival,
characterized by paint, mud, and revelry.

Mas Bands: Groups of masqueraders who compete with elaborate costumes
and choreography.

Steelpan Competitions: Bands compete in the Panorama competition,
showcasing musical mastery.

Calypso and Soca Events: Music competitions where artists perform new
songs that often become carnival anthems.

These events reflect the historical layers of carnival, blending ancestral
traditions with contemporary creativity.

Tips for Experiencing Carnival in Trinidad and
Tobago

For those eager to experience carnival firsthand, understanding the
historical context enriches the celebration. Some tips include:

Participate in J’ouvert: It’s a raw, authentic experience that connects1.
revelers to the roots of carnival.

Explore Mas Bands: Join a band that resonates with you, whether you2.
prefer traditional themes or modern interpretations.

Attend Steelpan Finals: Witness the culmination of years of practice and3.
innovation in steelpan music.

Learn about Characters: Discover the stories behind classic masquerade4.
figures to deepen your appreciation.

The Enduring Legacy of Trinidad and Tobago’s



Carnival

The history of carnival in Trinidad and Tobago is more than just a timeline
of events; it is a living narrative of cultural resistance, artistic
expression, and community spirit. Over centuries, carnival has evolved from
exclusionary European festivities into an inclusive celebration that honors
the island’s diverse heritage.

This festival continues to inspire not only the people of Trinidad and Tobago
but also the global Caribbean diaspora and carnival enthusiasts worldwide. It
stands as a testament to how culture can transform adversity into a joyous
expression of identity and freedom.

Whether you are a first-time visitor or a lifelong participant, engaging with
the history behind the music, costumes, and rituals offers a richer and more
meaningful carnival experience. The story of carnival in Trinidad and Tobago
is a vibrant thread in the tapestry of Caribbean culture—one that continues
to evolve, enchant, and unite.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the origin of Carnival in Trinidad and
Tobago?
Carnival in Trinidad and Tobago originated from the French Catholic settlers
in the 18th century who brought the tradition of pre-Lenten masquerade balls.
It later evolved as enslaved Africans and freed slaves infused their own
cultural expressions, creating a unique and vibrant festival.

How did emancipation influence the development of
Carnival in Trinidad and Tobago?
Emancipation in 1838 allowed formerly enslaved Africans to participate more
freely in Carnival celebrations. They introduced elements like calypso music,
steelpan, and traditional African dances, transforming Carnival into a
festival that celebrated freedom and cultural identity.

What role does Calypso music play in Trinidad and
Tobago's Carnival history?
Calypso music emerged as a key component of Carnival, serving as a medium for
social and political commentary. It became a voice for the people, narrating
stories, critiquing leaders, and celebrating cultural heritage during the
festivities.



When was the steelpan first introduced to Trinidad
and Tobago's Carnival?
The steelpan was introduced in the 1930s and quickly became a symbol of
Trinidad and Tobago's Carnival. It revolutionized the musical landscape of
the festival with its unique sound, originating from discarded oil drums and
reflecting the ingenuity of local musicians.

How has Trinidad and Tobago's Carnival evolved in
modern times?
Modern Carnival in Trinidad and Tobago has grown into a large-scale,
internationally renowned event featuring elaborate costumes, energetic soca
music, and diverse cultural performances. It has also become a significant
contributor to the country's tourism and economy.

What is the significance of 'J'ouvert' in the
history of Trinidad and Tobago's Carnival?
'J'ouvert' is a traditional early morning street party marking the start of
Carnival. It has deep historical roots, symbolizing liberation and
resistance, with participants often covered in paint, mud, or oil, reflecting
the festival's connection to African heritage and emancipation.

Additional Resources
**The History of Carnival in Trinidad and Tobago: A Cultural Mosaic
Unveiled**

history of carnival in trinidad and tobago traces back to a complex interplay
of colonial influence, African heritage, and Creole creativity. This vibrant
festival, now globally renowned, is much more than a mere celebration; it is
a living chronicle of resistance, identity, and cultural fusion.
Understanding this history offers insights into the socio-political fabric of
Trinidad and Tobago and the evolution of one of the world’s most spectacular
carnivals.

Origins of the Trinidad and Tobago Carnival

The history of carnival in Trinidad and Tobago begins in the late 18th
century, during the period of French colonial rule. French settlers
introduced the concept of “Carnival” as part of their pre-Lenten festivities,
a tradition brought from Europe. These early celebrations were characterized
by masquerade balls and parades dominated by the colonial elite. The festival
was initially exclusive, reflecting the social hierarchies of the time.



However, the carnival’s transformation into a culturally rich and inclusive
event began when enslaved Africans and their descendants appropriated the
festival as a form of expression and resistance. Deprived of their own
cultural practices, they infused the carnival with African rhythms, dances,
and masquerade traditions, which eventually became its defining features.

The Influence of African Traditions and Emancipation

The abolition of slavery in 1834 marked a pivotal moment in the history of
carnival in Trinidad and Tobago. Freed Africans and their descendants
embraced carnival as a platform for social commentary and cultural
affirmation. They introduced “canboulay” — a term derived from the French
“cannes brulées” meaning burnt cane — which commemorated their struggle
during sugar cane harvests and symbolized their resilience.

Canboulay processions, featuring drumming and chanting, became central to the
carnival and laid the foundation for calypso music and steelpan, both
integral to modern celebrations. Despite colonial authorities’ attempts to
suppress these gatherings due to fears of rebellion, the festival persisted,
evolving organically within Afro-Trinidadian communities.

Evolution of Musical and Cultural Elements

The history of carnival in Trinidad and Tobago cannot be separated from the
rise of its musical innovations. Calypso music, emerging in the early 20th
century, served as the carnival’s voice of satire and storytelling.
Calypsonians used their lyrics to critique colonial rule, social injustice,
and political developments, making the music a tool for empowerment and
communication.

Similarly, the invention of the steelpan in the 1930s revolutionized carnival
celebrations. Creating music from discarded oil drums, the steelpan became
the nation’s musical symbol and added a distinctive sound to the festivities.
The steelband competitions became a hallmark of carnival, showcasing
ingenuity and community pride.

The Role of Masquerade and Costume Design

Masquerade, or “mas,” is another cornerstone of the carnival tradition,
reflecting a blend of African, European, and Indigenous influences. The
masquerade evolved from simple, often satirical costumes to elaborate and
artistic displays featuring feathers, beads, and vibrant fabrics.
Masqueraders embody characters ranging from mythical beings to social
archetypes, often with a subversive or humorous undertone.



The history of carnival in Trinidad and Tobago reveals how mas evolved into a
multi-million-dollar industry, attracting designers and artists who create
intricate costumes year-round. This aspect of carnival also fosters community
participation through “mas camps,” where individuals collaborate on costume
creation and band organization.

Modern Developments and Global Impact

In recent decades, the history of carnival in Trinidad and Tobago has entered
a new phase marked by commercialization, globalization, and increased
tourism. The festival has expanded beyond traditional boundaries to include
events such as Panorama (steelband competition), J’ouvert (early morning
street party), and various cultural showcases.

The economic impact of carnival is significant, generating millions in
revenue and creating employment opportunities across multiple sectors.
However, this commercialization has sparked debates about authenticity and
the preservation of cultural heritage. Critics argue that the influx of
corporate sponsorship and international influences risks diluting the
festival’s historical and cultural significance.

Comparisons with Other Caribbean Carnivals

When compared to other Caribbean carnivals, such as those in Jamaica or
Barbados, Trinidad and Tobago’s carnival stands out for its scale, history,
and musical diversity. While many Caribbean islands share elements like
calypso and masquerade, Trinidad’s carnival uniquely integrates steelpan
music and a complex array of cultural narratives that reflect its specific
colonial and post-colonial experience.

The festival’s timing, just before Lent, also aligns with traditional
European carnival calendars, yet its execution is distinctly Caribbean. Its
global stature has made it a blueprint for other carnivals worldwide,
influencing celebrations in cities like Toronto, London, and New York.

Key Features of Trinidad and Tobago’s Carnival

J’ouvert: The pre-dawn street party that signals the start of carnival,
characterized by mud, paint, and uninhibited dancing.

Mas Bands: Groups that parade with themed costumes, often competing for
titles and prizes.

Calypso and Soca Music: Genres that provide the soundtrack to carnival,



with soca evolving as a faster, dance-oriented offshoot of calypso.

Panorama: The steelband competition showcasing musical prowess and
innovation.

Road March: The award given to the most popular song played on the road
during carnival.

These features illustrate the carnival’s multifaceted nature, blending music,
performance, and community spirit.

Challenges and Future Directions

As the history of carnival in Trinidad and Tobago continues to unfold, it
faces challenges related to sustainability, cultural preservation, and social
inclusivity. The rising costs of participation and concerns about safety have
prompted organizers and policymakers to explore reforms that maintain the
festival’s vibrancy without compromising its roots.

Efforts to document and educate younger generations about the carnival’s
historical context are gaining traction. Additionally, there is a growing
emphasis on balancing economic benefits with cultural integrity, ensuring
that carnival remains a genuine reflection of Trinidad and Tobago’s diverse
heritage.

The history of carnival in Trinidad and Tobago is thus a dynamic narrative of
adaptation and celebration. Rooted in a past marked by colonialism and
resistance, it has blossomed into a defining symbol of national identity and
artistic expression, resonating far beyond the twin-island republic’s shores.

History Of Carnival In Trinidad And Tobago

  history of carnival in trinidad and tobago: Encyclopedia of Easter Celebrations Worldwide
William D. Crump, 2021-03-08 At Eastertime, the most important holiday in the Christian world,
religious processions in many Latin American countries pass over ornate street carpets fashioned
from colored sawdust, flowers and fruit. Children in Finland and Sweden dress as Easter witches. In
the Caribbean, those who swim on Good Friday risk bad luck. In the Philippines, some penitents
volunteer to be crucified. In some European countries, Easter Monday is the day for dousing women
with water. With 240 entries, this book explores these and scores of other unusual and sometimes
bizarre international Holy Week customs, both sacred and secular, from pilgrimages to Jerusalem to
classic seasonal films and television specials.
  history of carnival in trinidad and tobago: The Rough Guide to Trinidad and Tobago
Dominique De-Light, Polly Thomas, 2001 A handbook to the diverse Caribbean nation that comprises
the small is land of Tobago and its more rural and much larger neighbour, Trinidad. Features
include: critical listings of the best places to stay and eat; practical tips on how to explore; and

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-193/history-of-carnival-in-trinidad-and-tobago.pdf


coverage of the islands' cultural life, including Trinidad's world-famous carnival, traditional Indian
festivals, indigenous music and local folklore. The guide also provides tips on birdwatching and
exploring forested peaks and mangrove flats, as well as diving and snorkelling.
  history of carnival in trinidad and tobago: The Cambridge Guide to African and Caribbean
Theatre Martin Banham, Errol Hill, George Woodyard, 1994-08-04 Comprehensive alphabetical
guide to theatre in Africa and the Caribbean: national essays and entries on countries and
performers.
  history of carnival in trinidad and tobago: Ideology, Regionalism, and Society in
Caribbean History Shane J. Pantin, Jerome Teelucksingh, 2017-09-19 This volume collects new
angles and perspectives on issues shaping the development of the Caribbean. Bringing together
essays on regional integration, identity, and culture and focusing on foundational personalities and
institutions in the region, this book opens up new lines of inquiry on twentieth-century Caribbean
history. Essays examine popular perspectives of the West Indies Federation; the intersections of
ideology and governance through key figures such as C. L. R. James and Rawson William Rawson;
the socioeconomic context of Caribbean foodways; and Carnival as a tool of cultural diplomacy.
Integration is a critical theme throughout. Pointing to the region’s rich cultural and historical
heritage, this book explores how Caribbean unification may provide a way forward for this
patchwork of island territories facing the challenges of the twenty-first century.
  history of carnival in trinidad and tobago: Girmitiyas and the Global Indian Diaspora
Ashutosh Kumar, Crispin Bates, 2024-07-04 Examines the challenges faced by migrant Indian
labourers who settled in the former European plantation colonies and their struggles to adapt and
forge an identity in these places far from their homes.
  history of carnival in trinidad and tobago: Trinidad Carnival Garth L. Green, Philip W.
Scher, 2007-03-28 Like many Caribbean nations, Trinidad has felt the effects of globalization on its
economy, politics, and expressive culture. Even Carnival, once a clandestine folk celebration, has
been transformed into a major transnational festival. In Trinidad Carnival, Garth L. Green, Philip W.
Scher, and an international group of scholars explore Carnival as a reflection of the nation and
culture of Trinidad and Trinidadians worldwide. The nine essays cover topics such as women in
Carnival, the politics and poetics of Carnival, Carnival and cultural memory, Carnival as a tourist
enterprise, the steelband music of Carnival, Calypso music on the world stage, Carnival and rap, and
Carnival as a global celebration. For readers interested in the history and current expression of
Carnival, this volume offers a multidimensional and transnational view of Carnival as a
representation of Trinidad and Caribbean culture everywhere. Contributors are Robin Balliger,
Shannon Dudley, Pamela R. Franco, Patricia A. de Freitas, Ray Funk, Garth L. Green, Donald R. Hill,
Lyndon Phillip, Victoria Razak, and Philip W. Scher.
  history of carnival in trinidad and tobago: The Routledge Companion to Popular Music
and Humor Thomas M. Kitts, Nick Baxter-Moore, 2019-04-25 An essential part of human
expression, humor plays a role in all forms of art, and humorous and comedic aspects have always
been part of popular music. For the first time, The Routledge Companion to Popular Music and
Humor draws together scholarship exploring how the element of humor interacts with the artistic
and social aspects of the musical experience. Discussing humor in popular music across eras from
Tin Pan Alley to the present, and examining the role of humor in different musical genres, case
studies of artists, and media forms, this volume is a groundbreaking collection that provides a go-to
reference for scholars in music, popular culture, and media studies. While most scholars, when
considering humor’s place in popular music, tend to focus on more literate forms, the contributors in
this collection seek to fill in the gaps by surveying all kinds of humor, critical theories, and popular
musics. Across eight parts, the essays in this collection explore topics both highbrow and low,
including: Parody and satire Humor in rock and global music Gender, sexuality, and politics The
music mockumentary Novelty songs Humor has long been a fixture of the popular music
soundscape, whether on stage, in performance, on record, or on film. The Routledge Companion to
Popular Music and Humor covers it all, presenting itself as the most comprehensive treatment of the



topic to date.
  history of carnival in trinidad and tobago: General History of the Caribbean Brereton,
Bridget, Martínez-Vergne, Teresita, Römer, René A., Silvestrini, Blanca G., UNESCO, 2004-12-31
The major objective of this publication is to provide an account and interpretation of the historical
development of the region from around 1930 to the end of the century. Within its compass are the
turbulent thirties, including the Cuban Revolution of 1933 and the labour protests in the British
Caribbean of 1934; the strategic position occupied by the region during the Second World War; the
development of proletarian movements and trade unions and their links with political parties;
decolonization; political evolution in the French and Dutch Caribbean, and the turn to the left made
in the 1970s by a number of Anglophone Caribbean countries, notably Grenada. Also examined are
the Castro Revolution and its aftermath to the 1990s; ethnicity and race consciousness and their
effects in uniting or dividing communities and nations; international relations and regional
co-operation; changes in social and demographic structures (including the role and status of
women); education, migration and urbanization; and the beliefs and cultural experiences which
underpin Caribbean identity. The final chapter provides an overall survey of changes in the quality of
life in the Caribbean during the twentieth century.
  history of carnival in trinidad and tobago: Africans and the Politics of Popular Culture Toyin
Falola, Augustine Agwuele, 2009 Explores the instrumentalization of various aspects of popular
culture in Africa. This anthology provides insightful data on and discussions of a wide array of
popular cultural manifestations and theoretical perspectives, covering such issues as kinship,
religion, conflict resolution, music, cinema, drama, andliterary texts. The issues cohere around the
understanding that culture is situational and political. Going beyond merely challenging popular
stereotypes and representations of Africans and African-related practices in various outlets, the book
reveals how popular cultural practices are instruments that have been manipulated for personal and
collective survival. The book is distinctive in its codification and explication of aspects of popular
practices that are based on data from countries in Africa, Europe, and the Americas that showcase
cultural negotiations either with reference to how notions, values, norms, and images of Africans
have been packaged and exploited over theyears or how popular cultures are used as tools of
resistance and agitation by the various focal groups that are discussed. The topics are presented and
illustrated in ways easily accessible to readers of all backgrounds. Toyin Falola is the Jacob and
Frances Sanger Mossiker Chair in the Humanities and University Distinguished Teaching Professor
at the University of Texas at Austin. Augustine Agwuele is an Assistant Professor of Linguistics in the
Department of Anthropology, Texas State University, San Marcos. Contributors: Arinpe Adejumo,
Augustine Agwuele, Antoinette Tidjani Alou, Maurice N. Amutabi, Tokunbo A. Ayoola, Nicholas M.
Creary, Toyin Falola, Celeste A. Fisher, Denise Amy-Rose Forbes-Erickson, Hetty ter Haar, Debra L.
Klein, Emmanuel M. Mbah, Sarah Steinbock-Pratt, and Asonzeh Ukah
  history of carnival in trinidad and tobago: The complete travel guide for Trinidad And
Tobago , At YouGuide™, we are dedicated to bringing you the finest travel guides on the market,
meticulously crafted for every type of traveler. Our guides serve as your ultimate companions,
helping you make the most of your journeys around the world. Our team of dedicated experts works
tirelessly to create comprehensive, up-todate, and captivating travel guides. Each guide is a treasure
trove of essential information, insider insights, and captivating visuals. We go beyond the tourist
trail, uncovering hidden treasures and sharing local wisdom that transforms your travels into
extraordinary adventures. Countries change, and so do our guides. We take pride in delivering the
most current information, ensuring your journey is a success. Whether you're an intrepid solo
traveler, an adventurous couple, or a family eager for new horizons, our guides are your trusted
companions to every country. For more travel guides and information, please visit
www.youguide.com
  history of carnival in trinidad and tobago: The Peoples of the Caribbean Nicholas J.
Saunders, 2005-12-16 A true first, this encyclopedia is the only comprehensive guide ever published
on the archaeology and traditional culture of the Caribbean. In The Peoples of the Caribbean,



archaeologist Nicholas J. Saunders assembles for the first time a comprehensive sourcebook on the
archaeology, folklore, and mythology of the entire region, charting a story 7,000 years in the
making. Drawing on decades of study in the Caribbean and South America, Saunders explores
landmark archaeological sites, such as Caguana in Puerto Rico, with its ceremonial architecture and
ballcourts, and plantation sites, such as Jamaica's Drax Hall. The author dives into the underwater
archaeology of Spanish treasure galleons and untangles stories of cannibalism, zombies, and
hallucinogenic snuffing rituals. He examines the impact of key Europeans, such as Christopher
Columbus, and introduces readers to the native people, such as the Arawak, who welcomed them.
Bringing the story up-to-date, Saunders chronicles the struggle of the indigenous people, from the
Caribs of Dominica to the Taíno of the Dominican Republic, trying to reclaim and revitalize their
historical cultural identity.
  history of carnival in trinidad and tobago: Law and Creativity in the Age of the
Entertainment Franchise Kathy Bowrey, Michael Handler, 2014-11-13 Much of the real value in the
entertainment industry today lies in franchises – fictional universes, entertainment concepts,
reinventions of cultural traditions and celebrity – that create an ongoing presence in the
marketplace. The entertainment franchise now shapes the global cultural landscape. However,
scholars have devoted little attention to how intellectual property law has changed or is being
stretched in practice to accommodate this type of creativity and form of enterprise. Covering law
and practice in jurisdictions such as the UK, the EU, the USA, Australia, Spain and the Caribbean,
this collection explores the 'fit' of intellectual property laws with specific franchises and tracks the
way creators and entrepreneurs work around law's limitations. Case studies include mega-film
franchises, fan activity, hip-hop, the management of celebrity reputation, flamenco, 'Disneyfied'
theatre, film and television funding, arts festivals and 'carnival in a box'.
  history of carnival in trinidad and tobago: Cultural Tourism in Southern Africa Haretsebe
Manwa, Naomi Moswete, Jarkko Saarinen, 2016-01-11 This volume provides an accessible overview
of cultural tourism in southern Africa. It examines the utilisation of culture in southern African
tourism and the related impacts, possibilities and challenges from deep and wide-ranging
perspectives. The chapters use case studies to showcase some of the cultural tourism which occurs
in the region and link to concepts such as authenticity, commodification, the tourist gaze and
‘Otherness’, heritage, sustainability and sustainable livelihoods. The authors scrutinise both positive
and negative impacts of cultural tourism throughout the book and explore issues including the
definition of community, ethical considerations, empowerment, gender, participation and inequality.
The book will be a useful resource for students and researchers of tourism, geography, anthropology
and cultural studies.
  history of carnival in trinidad and tobago: The Routledge Companion to Applied
Qualitative Research in the Caribbean Corin Bailey, Roy McCree, Latoya Lazarus, Natalie
Dietrich Jones, 2023-11-10 This cutting-edge book provides a comprehensive examination of applied
qualitative research in the Caribbean. It highlights the methodological diversity of qualitative
research by drawing on various approaches to the study of Caribbean society, addressing the lack of
published qualitative research on the region. Featuring 17 chapters, the book covers five key areas,
namely Overview and Introduction; Gender, Crime, and Violence; Gender and Intimate Partner
Violence; Health, Management, and Public Policy; and Migration and Tourism. Throughout the
course of the book, the chapters explore how different kinds of qualitative research can be used to
inform public policy and help deal with a myriad of socioeconomic problems that affect Caribbean
people. The book further uses distinct approaches to showcase a diverse selection of qualitative
research methods, such as autoethnography, life history, narrative enquiry, participants’
observation, grounded theory, case study, and critical discourse. The book will be beneficial for
students and scholars both from the Caribbean and internationally who are engaged in the conduct
of qualitative empirical enquiry. It will further hold appeal to advanced undergraduate level classes
and postgraduate students along with scholars in the fields of social sciences and education.
  history of carnival in trinidad and tobago: Diasporic Identity Anton Allahar, 2002-03-01



This special issue begins with an analysis of the pros and cons of freedom of the human condition
achieved by West Indians' ability to have multiple identifications--to play the field, yet sustain a
strong personal, participatory national identity. Next the ties that bind Africans together are
discussed, such as common blood lines, common ethno-cultural experience, common collective
memory, and common African origins. The third article explores the complex relationships among
diasporic identity home, and marginality in the context of Rastafari philosophy and practice,
followed by an article that views the formation of the uniquely Afro-Jamaican identity of Colón Man
through oppositional narratives in Michael Thelwell's The Harder They Come. The issue concludes
with a discussion of the geopolitics of identity through the popular literature, censorship, and the
Spanish Media.
  history of carnival in trinidad and tobago: The Rough Guide to the Caribbean Rough Guides,
2008-11-03 From diving in the Virgin Islands to Trinidad’s Carnival celebrations, The Rough Guide
to the Caribbean explores all the best to see and do in this exotic region. Discover lively capital
cities, colonial towns and remote, unspoiled beaches with the essential travellers’ companion.
Featuring detailed historical and practical information on the entire region, the guide also has a
full-colour introduction with stunning photography, plus over 100 detailed maps covering over 50
islands! There are hundreds of accommodation and restaurant reviews, as well as practical
information for countless adventures sports, from scuba-diving off the Cayman Islands to hiking in
Trinidad. Make the most of your time with The Rough Guide to the Caribbean.
  history of carnival in trinidad and tobago: Encyclopedia of Percussion John H. Beck,
2013-11-26 The Encyclopedia of Percussion is an extensive guide to percussion instruments,
organized for research as well as general knowledge. Focusing on idiophones and membranophones,
it covers in detail both Western and non-Western percussive instruments. These include not only
instruments whose usual sound is produced percussively (like snare drums and triangles), but those
whose usual sound is produced concussively (like castanets and claves) or by friction (like the cuíca
and the lion’s roar). The expertise of contributors have been used to produce a wide-ranging list of
percussion topics. The volume includes: (1) an alphabetical listing of percussion instruments and
terms from around the world; (2) an extensive section of illustrations of percussion instruments; (3)
thirty-five articles covering topics from Basel drumming to the xylophone; (4) a list of percussion
symbols; (5) a table of percussion instruments and terms in English, French, German, and Italian;
and (6) an updated section of published writings on methods for percussion.
  history of carnival in trinidad and tobago: The SAGE International Encyclopedia of
Music and Culture Janet Sturman, 2019-02-26 The SAGE Encyclopedia of Music and Culture
presents key concepts in the study of music in its cultural context and provides an introduction to
the discipline of ethnomusicology, its methods, concerns, and its contributions to knowledge and
understanding of the world's musical cultures, styles, and practices. The diverse voices of
contributors to this encyclopedia confirm ethnomusicology's fundamental ethos of inclusion and
respect for diversity. Combined, the multiplicity of topics and approaches are presented in an
easy-to-search A-Z format and offer a fresh perspective on the field and the subject of music in
culture. Key features include: Approximately 730 signed articles, authored by prominent scholars,
are arranged A-to-Z and published in a choice of print or electronic editions Pedagogical elements
include Further Readings and Cross References to conclude each article and a Reader’s Guide in the
front matter organizing entries by broad topical or thematic areas Back matter includes an
annotated Resource Guide to further research (journals, books, and associations), an appendix
listing notable archives, libraries, and museums, and a detailed Index The Index, Reader’s Guide
themes, and Cross References combine for thorough search-and-browse capabilities in the electronic
edition
  history of carnival in trinidad and tobago: Dictionary of the English/Creole of Trinidad &
Tobago Lise Winer, 2009-01-16 Using the historical principles of the Oxford English Dictionary, Lise
Winer presents the first scholarly dictionary of this unique language. The dictionary comprises over
12,200 entries, including over 4500 for flora and fauna alone, with numerous cross-references.



Entries include definitions, alternative spellings, pronunciations, etymologies, grammatical
information, and illustrative citations of usage. Winer draws from a wide range of sources -
newspapers, literature, scientific reports, sound recordings of songs and interviews, spoken
language - to provide a wealth and depth of language, clearly situated within a historical, cultural,
and social context.
  history of carnival in trinidad and tobago: Dance Cultures Around the World Lynn E.
Frederiksen, Shih-Ming Li Chang, 2024 Textbook for undergrad general education and dance
courses on the topic of dance around the world. It serves as a gateway into studying world cultures
through dance--
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