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guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails is an adventure enthusiast’s dream
come true. Colorado’s rugged terrain, vast mountain ranges, and scenic landscapes make
it a premier destination for off-road lovers. Whether you’re a seasoned 4x4 driver or just
starting to explore the thrill of backcountry trails, Colorado offers an array of routes that
challenge your driving skills and reward you with breathtaking views. This guide will walk
you through some of the best 4 wheel drive trails, essential tips for safe exploration, and
the unique features that make Colorado backroads so captivating.

Understanding Colorado’s 4 Wheel Drive Trail
Landscape

Colorado’s diverse geography provides a perfect playground for off-road enthusiasts. From
alpine passes perched thousands of feet above sea level to dusty desert trails in the
southern part of the state, there’s something for every kind of explorer. These trails often
wind through national forests, wilderness areas, and remote mountain passes, offering a
mix of rocky paths, steep inclines, river crossings, and narrow ledges.

What Makes Colorado Backroads Special?

The magic of Colorado backroads lies in their ability to combine adventure with stunning
natural beauty. Many trails traverse areas where wildlife roams freely and panoramic
views unfold at every turn. Additionally, the changing seasons add a new dimension to the
experience—wildflowers bloom in spring, lush green landscapes dominate summer,
vibrant foliage colors the trails in autumn, and winter’s snow transforms the terrain into a
challenging but rewarding playground.

Besides the scenery, Colorado’s backroads often have historical and cultural significance.
Many old mining roads, ghost towns, and remnants of pioneer settlements can be found
along the way, adding a layer of storytelling to your off-road journey.

Top 4 Wheel Drive Trails to Explore in Colorado

If you’re ready to hit the trails, here are some legendary routes that should be on every
off-roader’s bucket list.



1. Black Bear Pass

Located near Telluride, Black Bear Pass is one of the most famous and challenging 4x4
trails in Colorado. The trail is steep, narrow, and features switchbacks carved into sheer
cliffs, making it suitable only for experienced drivers with well-equipped vehicles. The
highlight is the descent to the ghost town of Telluride, offering spectacular views of Bridal
Veil Falls and the surrounding San Juan Mountains.

2. Engineer Pass and Cinnamon Pass

These two passes form a classic combo in the San Juan Mountains. The route covers
rugged terrain, high elevation, and some technical sections but is generally accessible to
moderately experienced 4x4 drivers. Along the way, you’ll encounter historic mining
towns like Animas Forks and stunning alpine lakes, making this trail a must for history
buffs and nature lovers alike.

3. Imogene Pass

Another gem near Telluride, Imogene Pass is the highest drivable pass in Colorado, sitting
at over 13,000 feet. The trail features rocky paths, steep grades, and breathtaking vistas.
It connects Ouray and Telluride and offers a mix of adventure and panoramic beauty. Be
mindful of weather conditions, as snow can linger well into summer.

4. Alpine Loop

This loop combines Engineer Pass, Cinnamon Pass, and Black Bear Pass into one epic
journey. Covering about 65 miles, the Alpine Loop is a fantastic way to experience a
variety of terrain and viewpoints. It’s popular in the summer months and offers
opportunities for hiking, photography, and camping along the way.

5. Gold Belt Tour

For those looking for a longer expedition, the Gold Belt Tour spans over 130 miles and
connects the towns of Canon City, Florence, and Cripple Creek. The trail boasts historic
mining sites, tunnels, and spectacular overlooks. Its diverse terrain features forest roads,
steep climbs, and rocky sections, making it a rewarding multi-day adventure.

Essential Tips for Navigating Colorado Backroads



4 Wheel Drive Trails

Driving Colorado backroads requires preparation, respect for nature, and awareness of
your vehicle’s capabilities. Here are some key tips to ensure your trip is safe and
enjoyable.

Vehicle Preparation and Equipment

Before heading out, make sure your 4x4 vehicle is in top shape. Check tire pressure, fluid
levels, brakes, and suspension. Carry essential recovery gear like a winch, tow straps, a
high-lift jack, and a shovel. It’s also wise to have a comprehensive first aid kit, extra fuel,
and plenty of water. Many backroads are remote with limited or no cell service, so a GPS
device or detailed maps are indispensable.

Know Your Limits and Trail Ratings

Trails are often rated based on difficulty, ranging from easy dirt roads to extreme
technical climbs. Be honest about your driving skills and your vehicle’s ability. Starting
with moderate trails allows you to build confidence before attempting the more
challenging routes like Black Bear Pass or Imogene Pass.

Weather and Seasonal Considerations

Colorado’s mountain weather can change rapidly. Summer afternoons often bring
thunderstorms, so plan to finish your trail runs early in the day. Snow and ice can persist
on high passes well into late spring or early summer, so check conditions before venturing
out. Fall offers stunning colors but shorter daylight hours, while winter trails require
specialized equipment like snow tires or chains.

Respect the Environment and Local Regulations

Stay on designated trails to protect fragile ecosystems and prevent erosion. Many trails
pass through national forests or wilderness areas with specific rules regarding camping,
fires, and vehicle use. Always pack out what you bring in and respect wildlife habitats.
Following Leave No Trace principles ensures these beautiful backroads remain accessible
and pristine for future adventurers.

Planning Your Colorado 4x4 Trail Adventure

Preparation extends beyond your vehicle and gear. Mapping out your route,



understanding access points, and knowing where to find fuel and supplies can make a big
difference in your experience.

Using Online Resources and Trail Guides

Several websites and apps specialize in off-road trail information, including trail
conditions, maps, and user reviews. Forums and social media groups can offer real-time
updates and advice from fellow enthusiasts. Colorado’s Department of Transportation and
local ranger districts also provide valuable information about road closures and permits.

Choosing the Right Time to Go

The best window for most 4x4 trails in Colorado is late spring through early fall. High
mountain passes typically open around Memorial Day and close by late September or early
October due to snow. Planning your trip during these months maximizes trail accessibility
and safety.

Camping and Overnight Options

Many 4 wheel drive trails lead to remote campsites or dispersed camping areas within
national forests. If you’re planning a multi-day trip, research camping regulations and
availability ahead of time. Some trails have primitive campgrounds nearby, while others
may require you to be completely self-sufficient.

Experiencing the True Spirit of Colorado
Backroads

Embarking on a 4 wheel drive adventure through Colorado’s backroads is more than just
off-roading—it’s about connecting with the state’s rugged wilderness, history, and vibrant
outdoor culture. Along the trails, you’ll find moments of solitude, stunning natural beauty,
and the satisfaction of overcoming challenging terrain.

Whether you’re winding through alpine meadows, crossing crystal-clear streams, or
navigating old mining roads, each journey offers a unique story. The camaraderie among
off-road enthusiasts, the thrill of exploration, and the ever-changing landscape combine to
create an unforgettable experience.

So, pack your gear, check your vehicle, and dive into the incredible world of Colorado
backroads. With the right preparation and a spirit of adventure, these 4 wheel drive trails
will reveal some of the most spectacular and rewarding sights the state has to offer.



Frequently Asked Questions

What are the best 4-wheel drive trails in Colorado for
beginners?
Some of the best beginner-friendly 4WD trails in Colorado include Gold Camp Road near
Colorado Springs, Yankee Boy Basin near Ouray, and Shelf Road near Canon City. These
trails offer scenic views with moderate difficulty suitable for beginners.

When is the best time of year to explore Colorado
backroads with a 4WD vehicle?
The best time to explore Colorado backroads is typically from late spring through early fall
(May to October) when most trails are free of snow and weather conditions are favorable.
Always check local trail conditions before heading out.

What essential gear should I bring on a 4-wheel drive
trip on Colorado backroads?
Essential gear includes a recovery kit (tow straps, shackles, and a winch), a full-size spare
tire, air compressor, GPS or maps, extra food and water, first aid kit, and communication
devices such as a CB radio or satellite phone.

Are permits required for driving on Colorado's 4WD
backroads?
Some trails and areas in Colorado require permits or passes, such as the San Juan
National Forest or certain wilderness areas. It's important to check with local ranger
districts or official websites to confirm permit requirements before your trip.

How can I find updated information on the condition of
Colorado 4WD trails?
You can find updated trail conditions by visiting official websites like the Colorado Parks
and Wildlife, U.S. Forest Service, or local off-road clubs. Online forums and social media
groups dedicated to Colorado off-roading are also helpful resources.

What safety precautions should I take when driving
Colorado backroads with a 4WD vehicle?
Safety precautions include informing someone of your itinerary, traveling with at least one
other vehicle if possible, carrying adequate supplies, understanding your vehicle’s
capabilities, and being prepared for sudden weather changes.



Can stock 4WD vehicles handle Colorado backroad
trails, or are modifications necessary?
Many Colorado backroad trails can be tackled by stock 4WD vehicles if driven carefully.
However, tougher trails may require modifications such as lift kits, off-road tires, skid
plates, and enhanced recovery gear to navigate safely.

What are some popular 4WD trail systems near Denver,
Colorado?
Popular 4WD trails near Denver include the Mount Evans Scenic Byway, Guanella Pass
Road, and Kenosha Pass Road. These trails are accessible for day trips and offer stunning
mountain scenery.

How do I prepare my 4WD vehicle for high-altitude
driving on Colorado backroads?
Preparing for high-altitude driving includes ensuring your vehicle’s cooling system is in
good condition, checking tire pressure as it can change with elevation, carrying extra fuel,
and being mindful of reduced engine performance at higher altitudes.

Are there guided tours available for exploring Colorado
4WD backroad trails?
Yes, there are several companies offering guided 4WD tours in Colorado, providing expert
knowledge, vehicle rentals, and safety support. These tours are a great option for those
new to off-roading or unfamiliar with Colorado terrain.

Additional Resources
Guide to Colorado Backroads 4 Wheel Drive Trails

guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails offers an expansive exploration into
one of the most exhilarating ways to experience Colorado’s rugged landscapes. With
thousands of miles of trails cutting through the Rocky Mountains, alpine forests, and
desert canyons, Colorado is a premier destination for off-road enthusiasts seeking both
adventure and natural beauty. This article delves deeply into the essentials of navigating
these backroads, presenting a clear-eyed assessment of trail options, vehicle
requirements, and safety considerations essential for a successful 4WD expedition.

Understanding Colorado’s 4 Wheel Drive Trail
System

Colorado’s extensive network of 4WD trails ranges from beginner-friendly forest roads to



technically challenging mountain passes. The diversity in terrain not only caters to
different skill levels but also provides varied scenic experiences—from panoramic vistas of
snow-capped peaks to secluded alpine lakes. The trail system is managed by a combination
of federal, state, and local authorities, including the U.S. Forest Service and Bureau of
Land Management, which regulate access and maintenance.

Navigating these backroads requires more than just a capable vehicle; it demands
knowledge of trail classifications, seasonal accessibility, and environmental impact
guidelines. Many trails are open year-round, though winter conditions often necessitate
specialized equipment such as snow chains or studded tires. Understanding trail difficulty
ratings helps drivers select routes that match their experience and vehicle capabilities,
minimizing risk and maximizing enjoyment.

Key Features of Colorado’s Backroads

- **Varied Terrain:** Trails encompass rocky ledges, steep inclines, loose gravel, mud, and
river crossings, challenging drivers to adapt to changing conditions.
- **Altitude Effects:** Many trails ascend above 10,000 feet, where thinner air can affect
engine performance and driver stamina.
- **Scenic Diversity:** From the high alpine tundra of the San Juan Mountains to the red
sandstone canyons near Moab, Colorado’s backroads offer a visual feast.
- **Wildlife Encounters:** Rangers and conservationists emphasize respecting local fauna
such as elk, deer, and mountain goats, which inhabit these areas.
- **Trail Infrastructure:** Some routes feature primitive campsites, pit toilets, and
wayfinding signage, while more remote trails are largely undeveloped.

Top 4 Wheel Drive Trails in Colorado

For enthusiasts seeking a comprehensive guide to Colorado backroads 4 wheel drive
trails, understanding standout routes is imperative. The following trails are consistently
highlighted for their accessibility, scenic rewards, and degree of challenge.

1. Black Bear Pass

Widely regarded as one of the most thrilling and dangerous 4WD trails in the state, Black
Bear Pass near Telluride is famous for its steep drop-offs and tight switchbacks. The trail
culminates at the historic Imogene Pass, offering panoramic views of the San Juan
Mountains. Due to its technical difficulty, it is recommended for experienced drivers with
high-clearance, low-range 4WD vehicles.

2. Alpine Loop

Connecting the towns of Ouray, Silverton, and Lake City, the Alpine Loop traverses



multiple mountain passes including Engineer Pass and Cinnamon Pass. The route is
popular for its scenic beauty and accessibility during summer months, with moderate
technical challenges suitable for intermediate drivers.

3. Yankee Boy Basin

A relatively short but rugged trail near Ouray, Yankee Boy Basin provides spectacular
wildflower displays during summer and access to ghost town ruins. The trail features
steep sections and rocky terrain, ideal for drivers seeking a moderately difficult off-road
experience.

4. Cottonwood Pass

At over 12,000 feet, Cottonwood Pass is one of the highest drivable passes in Colorado.
The route is generally well-maintained and accessible in late spring through fall, offering
expansive views of the Sawatch Range. Its graded gravel surface makes it approachable
for most 4WD vehicles.

Equipment and Vehicle Considerations

A comprehensive guide to Colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails would be incomplete
without addressing the critical aspect of vehicle preparedness. The rugged nature of many
trails demands vehicles equipped with:

Four-wheel drive (4WD): Essential for traction on loose or uneven surfaces.

High ground clearance: To navigate rocks, ruts, and uneven terrain without
undercarriage damage.

Low-range gearing: Crucial for controlling speed on steep ascents and descents.

Recovery gear: Including tow straps, a winch, and traction boards in case of vehicle
immobilization.

Spare tires and tools: Given the likelihood of punctures or mechanical issues on
remote trails.

In addition to mechanical readiness, drivers should carry emergency supplies such as
water, food, first aid kits, and communication devices. The remoteness of many backroads
means cellular coverage can be unreliable, making satellite phones or personal locator
beacons valuable safety tools.



Seasonal Challenges and Trail Access

Seasonality profoundly affects the condition and accessibility of Colorado’s backroads.
Snow often lingers on higher elevation trails well into June, and early snowfall can close
routes by September or October. Muddy conditions after spring thaw or heavy rains may
render some trails impassable or environmentally sensitive.

The U.S. Forest Service and local agencies frequently update trail status, so consulting
official sources before setting out is prudent. Permits may be required for certain areas,
especially during peak seasons or for overnight camping. This regulatory framework helps
balance recreational use with environmental preservation.

Environmental and Safety Considerations

Responsible off-roading is paramount to preserving Colorado’s natural beauty and
minimizing the impact on fragile ecosystems. Drivers should adhere to established trails,
avoid driving over vegetation, and pack out all waste. The Leave No Trace principles,
widely adopted by outdoor enthusiasts, serve as a useful ethical guide.

Safety on Colorado backroads extends beyond vehicle preparedness. Weather in the
mountains can change rapidly, with thunderstorms, hail, and temperature drops posing
dangers. Informing someone of your itinerary, traveling with a companion, and having a
clear exit plan enhance safety margins.

Comparing Popular Trail Types

Forest Service Roads: Generally wider, graded, and suitable for stock 4WD
vehicles; ideal for novices.

Technical Trails: Narrow, rocky, and steep, requiring specialized equipment and
advanced skills.

High Alpine Passes: Exposed terrain with significant altitude challenges; limited
services and high risk of sudden weather shifts.

Desert Trails: Dry, sandy, and often remote; navigation skills and water reserves
are critical.

This classification helps drivers select trails that match their skill set and vehicle
modifications, reducing the likelihood of accidents or environmental damage.



Resources for Planning Your Trip

Reliable information is crucial for anyone embarking on a 4WD adventure in Colorado.
Several resources provide detailed trail maps, user reviews, and up-to-date conditions:

Colorado Off Road: A leading source for trail descriptions and vehicle
requirements.

AllTrails and Gaia GPS: Mobile apps offering GPS navigation and user-generated
content.

U.S. Forest Service websites: Official updates on trail closures, permits, and
regulations.

Local off-road clubs and forums: Communities that share trip reports and advice.

Harnessing these tools enhances preparedness and enriches the overall experience by
enabling informed decisions.

Exploring Colorado’s backroads via 4 wheel drive trails represents a unique intersection of
adventure, nature appreciation, and mechanical challenge. By combining proper planning,
respect for the environment, and adherence to safety protocols, enthusiasts can unlock
some of the most spectacular off-road experiences the state offers. This guide to Colorado
backroads 4 wheel drive trails serves as a foundation for anyone looking to embark on
these rugged journeys with confidence and insight.

Guide To Colorado Backroads 4 Wheel Drive Trails

  guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails: Guide to Colorado Backroads & 4-Wheel
Drive Trails 4th Edition Charles A. Wells, Matt Peterson, 2019-04 Guide to 100 of the most scenic
backroads in Southern Colorado.
  guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails: Guide to Colorado Backroads and
4-Wheel Drive Trails 2nd Edition Charles A. Wells, 2005-05-30 Easy, moderate, difficult
backcountry driving adventures plus ATV and dirt bike trails; features 75 trails. Detailed trail
descriptions, 83 maps and over 425 photos cover spectacular areas South of Interstate 70. Fifty
trails are suitable for most stock sport-utility vehicles.
  guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails: Guide to Colorado Backroads and 4-Wheel
Drive Trails Vol. 2 Charles A. Wells, 1999-06 Follow-up to the original guide, this book covers
backroads in northern Colorado. Many trails are near Denver, Boulder and Fort Collins. Other trails
are near Steamboat Springs, Grand Junction, Overland, Nederland, Grand Lake, Winter Park,
Central City, Rollinsville and Battlement Mesa. Most trails are north of Interstate 70. Includes 40
trails, 46 maps and over 140 photographs. Twenty-eight trails are suitable for stock SUBs.
  guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails: Guide to Northern Colorado Backroads
and 4-Wheel Drive Trails Charles A. Wells, FunTreks Guidebooks, 2007-06 Easy, moderate, difficult

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-193/guide-to-colorado-backroads-4-wheel-drive-trails.pdf


backcountry driving adventures. This ... new Northertn title replaces previous Volume 2. Total of 45
trails - 23 all new. Everything redriven and updated. Detailed trail descriptions, 51 maps and over
240 photos cover spectacular areas north of Interstate 70. Trails near Denver, Boulder, Loveland,
Fort Collins, Estes Park, Idaho Springs, Vail, Kremmling, Grand Lake, Glenwood Springs and
Steamboat Springs. Thirty trails suitable for most stock sport utility vehicles. GPS Waypoints. ATV &
dirt bike trails too--Page 4 of cover.
  guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails: Guide to Northern Colorado Backroads &
4-Wheel-Drive Trails Charles A. Wells, Matt Peterson, 2019-04 Guide to 90 of the most scenic
backroads in Northern Colorado.
  guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails: Guide to Colorado Backroads & 4-wheel
Drive Trails, Vol. 2 Charles A. Wells, 1999
  guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails: Guide to California Backroads & 4-Wheel
Drive Trails Charles A. Wells, Matt Peterson, 2014 Guide to 100 of the most scenic backroads in
California.
  guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails: Guide to Arizona Backroads &
4-wheel-drive Trails Charles A. Wells, Matt Peterson, 2012 Guide to 100 of the most scenic
backroads in Arizona.
  guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails: The Ultimate Off-Road Driver's Guide
Dave Logan, 2022-03-23 When you take your four-wheel-drive (4WD) truck or SUV off-road, there is
a whole new world to see and experience. The off-road community is huge and welcoming, and there
are lifestyle shows to attend and trail-driving events to experience. With seat time and practice, your
technical skills will improve. However, do you really want to head into the forest blindfolded?
Driving off-road requires much more attention, skills, discipline, and preparation than merely driving
around obstacles. Being fully armed with information regarding the most updated techniques is
critical for today’s motorized off-road driving enthusiast. The Ultimate Off-Road Driver's Guide
covers topics about what to bring along for a trail ride and how to interact with other trail users.
This book covers the various 4WD systems and how they work, how to drive on various terrain (mud,
sand, snow, and rocks), and what to do when encountering each of those elements. An entire chapter
is devoted to getting unstuck. Covered also are ways to communicate when you lose cellular phone
coverage as well as navigation options so that you don’t end up lost and on the local news channel.
This book is mandatory preparation for your off-road toolbox!
  guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails: Colorado Trails North-Central Region
Peter Massey, Jeanne Wilson, 2006-12
  guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails: Guide to Southern California
Backroads & 4-wheel Drive Trails Charles A. Wells, 2003
  guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails: 4WD Trails: Southeast Utah Peter
Massey, Jeanne Wilson, 2002-10 This 2-color scenic driving guidebook is loaded with detailed
information covering 57 trails in Southeast Utah. Trails are in the vicinity of Moab, Canyonlands,
Mexican Hat, Bluff, Monticello, Green River and Blanding. Find ancient petroglyphs and
pictographs, get information on historic events, ghost towns, land barons, mining camps and more!
Good backcountry campsites and hiking trailheads are included. GPS coordinates throughout.
Contact information for the BLM and national forest areas are given. Many photographs, both
current and historic.
  guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails: Touring Colorado Hot Springs Susan
Joy Paul, Carl Wambach, 2012-04-17 There is not a more serendipitous surrounding to soak in than
the Rocky Mountains of Colorado. Touring Colorado Hot Springs provides detailed descriptions,
easy-to-read maps, and firsthand information on the best hot springs in the state. Descriptions are
spiced with historical information and hot springs trivia that gives insight into the area's past. This
entertaining and informative new edition will lead you to world-class family resorts and lesser known
hidden springs in Colorado. It includes fully updated and revised text, new photos, GPS coordinates
of all the hot springs, information on wheelchair access, and suggestions for accommodations.



  guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails: Colorado Trails Front Range Region Peter
Massey, Angela Titus, Jeanne Welburn Wilson, 2009-05 NEW TITLE with 187 COLOR photos! 43
COLOR topographic maps. Locate and explore some of Colorado's most scenic driving trails, hiking
trails, camping areas, ghost towns, fishing spots and more with this handy 6x9 paperback. The book
guides readers to 42 Colorado scenic backroads and 4-wheel drive trails near Denver, Fort Collins,
Boulder, Idaho Springs, Colorado Springs, Canon City, and Rocky Mountain National Park. Contains
numerous color photos, historical information about ghost towns, pioneers and mining camps.
Readers will have detailed trail information, driving instructions, ratings, topographic maps, GPS
waypoints, hiking trailhead locations, and more! 224 color pages.
  guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails: The Four-Wheeler's Bible Jim Allen,
James Weber, 2021-06 This thoroughly updated edition of The Four-Wheeler's Bible is the ultimate
resource for those with a hankering for the sand and mud, whether they plan to stick close to home
or venture farther afield.
  guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails: 4WD Trails Peter Massey, Jeanne Wilson,
1999 The 4WD Trails books are a series of inexpensive 4WD travel guides that include the trail
information for selected regions included in the comprehensive 4WD Adventures series. All three
titles provide all the information needed for anyone with a sport utility vehicle to explore about 30
backcountry trails within a selected region of Colorado, from easy to challenging. They feature
approximately 50 photographs and step-by-step directions for each trail. Every trail includes a
two-color map, ratings for degree-of-difficulty and scenic beauty, driving time, overall and
point-to-point distances, and GPS coordinates. Write-ups include brief histories of the trails, the
ghost towns, and mining operations in the area.
  guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails: Guide to Moab, UT Backroads &
4-Wheel-Drive Trails 4th Edition , 2022-04
  guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails: Blue Ribbon Magazine , 2004 Dedicated to
the preservation of all forms of off-road recreation in an environmentally responsible manner.
  guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails: Four-Wheeler's Bible Jim Allen, 2009
  guide to colorado backroads 4 wheel drive trails: Moon Arches & Canyonlands National
Parks W. C. McRae, Judy Jewell, 2017-05-09 Moon Travel Guides: Find Your Adventure! Forge your
own path through the rock arches, canyon-carving rivers, and ever-present ancient cultures of
Southeastern Utah with Moon Arches & Canyonlands National Parks. Moon Arches & Canyonlands
National Parks features: Full coverage of both national parks and their surrounding areas, with
chapters covering Arches National Park, Canyonlands National Park, Moab, and the Southeastern
Corner Full-color, vibrant photos and detailed maps throughout Itineraries for every timeline and
budget, ranging from one day in each park to a week-long trip covering both, including the best
ways to avoid the crowds The top activities and unique ideas for exploring each park: Climb
dramatic stone bridges and slickrock bluffs to Delicate Arch, and find the perfect spot for a red rock
photo-op. Join a ranger-led hike through Arches' Fiery Furnace, or a half-day rafting tour down the
Colorado River. Hike to mesa-top vistas, mountain bike through high-desert canyons, and explore
countless backcountry trails. Visit the Ancestral Puebloan preservation at Hovenweep National
Monument, and enjoy a couple microbrews with mountain biking locals in Moab Strategies for
getting to both parks and traveling between them Honest advice on when to go, what to pack, and
where to stay inside and outside the park, including the best places to pitch a tent, park your RV, or
relax at a B&B Coverage of gateway cities and towns, including Bluff and Moab Up-to-date
information on park fees, passes, and reservations Expert tips from seasoned explorers W.C. McRae
and Judy Jewell for travelers looking to go hiking, biking, climbing, rafting, and more, plus essential
health and safety information Detailed hike descriptions with individual trail maps, marked with
duration, elevation change, and effort Recommendations for families, LGBTQ+ travelers, seniors,
international visitors, travelers with disabilities, and traveling with pets Thorough background on
the wildlife, terrain, culture, and history With Moon Arches & Canyonlands National Parks' curated
advice, myriad activities, and expert insight, you can explore the parks your way. Exploring more of



Utah's natural wonders? Try Moon Zion & Bryce. For full coverage of America's national parks,
check out Moon USA National Parks: The Complete Guide to All 59 National Parks.
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