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**Fort Leonard Wood Army Basic Training Graduation Dates 2022: What You Need to Know**

fort leonard wood army basic training graduation dates 2022 are an important milestone for
many new soldiers and their families. Whether you're a recruit eagerly counting down the days or a
loved one planning to attend the ceremony, having a clear understanding of the graduation schedule
can make this significant event all the more special. Fort Leonard Wood is one of the primary
locations for Army basic combat training, and its graduation ceremonies are a proud tradition marking
the transition from civilian life to becoming a Soldier.

In this article, we’ll explore the details surrounding Fort Leonard Wood Army basic training graduation
dates in 2022, including how these dates are determined, what to expect on graduation day, and tips
for family and friends who want to make the most of the experience. We’ll also cover related
information about the training itself and how to stay updated throughout the year.

Understanding Fort Leonard Wood Army Basic Training
Graduation Dates 2022

When talking about Fort Leonard Wood Army basic training graduation dates 2022, it’s important to
realize that these dates are linked directly to the training cycles. Army basic training at Fort Leonard
Wood typically lasts about 10 weeks, so graduation dates are scheduled accordingly every few weeks
throughout the year.

How Graduation Dates Are Scheduled

The U.S. Army organizes new recruits into training units that begin their basic training on staggered
dates. Each cycle culminates in a graduation ceremony approximately 10 weeks later. For Fort
Leonard Wood in 2022, these ceremonies usually occur on Fridays, providing a reliable schedule for
families planning their visits.

Since the Army receives new recruits continuously, there are multiple graduation ceremonies each
year, often spaced three to four weeks apart. This schedule allows the installation to manage the
training process efficiently and gives families multiple opportunities to attend their Soldier’s
graduation.

Where to Find Official Graduation Dates

The most accurate and up-to-date Fort Leonard Wood army basic training graduation dates 2022 can
be found through official Army channels:



- **Fort Leonard Wood Official Website**: The installation often posts graduation schedules with
detailed information.
- **Family Readiness Groups**: These organizations connected to various units can provide dates and
support.
- **Recruitment and Training Command Contacts**: Sometimes recruiters or training personnel share
schedules with recruits and their families.
- **Social Media and Newsletters**: Fort Leonard Wood maintains social media pages where
announcements are posted regularly.

It’s wise to verify the dates close to the time of the event, as occasionally adjustments are made due
to training needs or other logistical reasons.

What Happens During Basic Training at Fort Leonard
Wood?

To truly appreciate the significance of the graduation dates, it helps to understand what happens
during the basic training period. Fort Leonard Wood is unique because it not only hosts Basic Combat
Training (BCT) but also Advanced Individual Training (AIT) for specific military occupational specialties
(MOS), especially in engineering, military police, and chemical units.

The 10-Week Basic Combat Training Journey

The journey to graduation is intense. Recruits undergo physical conditioning, weapons training, drill
and ceremony practice, classroom instruction, and field exercises. The goal is to transform civilians
into disciplined, capable soldiers ready to serve in the Army.

Key components of the training include:

- Physical fitness tests to build strength and endurance.
- Learning Army values and history.
- Mastering marksmanship and weapon safety.
- Team-building exercises and leadership development.
- Tactical field training exercises simulating combat scenarios.

Each week builds upon the last, culminating in the final weeks where recruits prepare for the
graduation ceremony and transition to their next phase.

Graduation Day at Fort Leonard Wood: What to Expect

Graduation day is a moment of pride and celebration. Understanding what to expect can help family
members and friends prepare for the experience.



The Ceremony

The ceremony typically begins in the morning and includes:

- The official parade with the passing of the colors.
- Speeches from commanding officers and guest speakers.
- Presentation of awards and honors to outstanding recruits.
- The symbolic “turning of the tassel” marking the transition from recruit to soldier.
- The traditional “pinning of the unit crest” and the presentation of the Soldier’s patch.

Tips for Attending Graduation

- **Arrive Early:** Parking can be limited and the event is popular with families.
- **Bring Identification:** Security protocols require ID checks at entry points.
- **Dress Comfortably:** The ceremony is outdoors and can last several hours.
- **Prepare for Weather:** Fort Leonard Wood can be hot in summer or chilly in spring/fall.
- **Capture the Moment:** Photos and videos are encouraged, but be mindful of the ceremony’s
solemn parts.

Post-Graduation Activities

After the ceremony, many Soldiers and their families choose to celebrate locally. Fort Leonard Wood
offers several amenities and nearby attractions ideal for a celebratory meal or gathering. Additionally,
recruits typically receive a short period of leave or travel time before reporting to their next duty
station or AIT.

Staying Updated on Fort Leonard Wood Army Basic
Training Graduation Dates 2022

Since schedules can shift, staying informed is crucial. Here are some ways to keep up with the latest
information:

Subscribe to Newsletters: Fort Leonard Wood and Army Family Readiness Groups often
distribute newsletters that include graduation date updates.

Follow Official Social Media: Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram pages managed by Fort
Leonard Wood post announcements and reminders.

Contact Your Recruiter or Unit: They can provide direct updates and guidance.

Check Military Family Support Websites: Many offer calendars and event details for Army
training graduations.



Additional Insights About Fort Leonard Wood Training
and Graduation

It’s worth noting that Fort Leonard Wood is one of the largest training centers in the Army. It
specializes in training for combat engineers, military police, and chemical, biological, radiological, and
nuclear (CBRN) specialists. This focus means that in addition to the general basic training graduation
ceremonies, there are specialized AIT graduations throughout the year.

Understanding this distinction helps families plan visits accordingly, especially if their Soldier
continues training beyond basic combat training.

Also, the COVID-19 pandemic influenced some scheduling and attendance policies in recent years. By
2022, many of these restrictions had eased, but it’s still important to verify current guidelines,
especially regarding guests and photography.

Making the Most of Fort Leonard Wood Graduation
Dates in 2022

For families and friends, attending a Fort Leonard Wood Army basic training graduation is a
memorable experience. Here are some suggestions to maximize the day:

- **Plan Your Trip Early:** Fort Leonard Wood is located in Missouri, and accommodations can fill up
quickly around graduation dates.
- **Coordinate with Other Families:** Many find comfort in connecting with others who are attending
the ceremony.
- **Understand the Schedule:** Knowing when the ceremony starts and ends helps with logistics such
as meals and transportation.
- **Celebrate the Achievement:** This is a momentous occasion marking a significant
accomplishment for your Soldier.

The hard work and dedication your Soldier has put into their training deserve recognition, and being
there for their graduation is a powerful way to show support.

---

Navigating and understanding fort leonard wood army basic training graduation dates 2022 is
essential for anyone involved in the Army community. From knowing when the ceremonies take place,
to understanding what happens during training and how to best support your Soldier, this year
promises many opportunities to witness the proud tradition of becoming an Army Soldier at Fort
Leonard Wood.



Frequently Asked Questions

When are the Fort Leonard Wood Army Basic Training
graduation dates for 2022?
Fort Leonard Wood Army Basic Training graduation dates for 2022 vary each week, as graduations
typically occur weekly. Specific dates can be found on the official Fort Leonard Wood website or by
contacting the training unit directly.

How often do graduations occur at Fort Leonard Wood for
Basic Training in 2022?
Graduations at Fort Leonard Wood for Basic Training in 2022 generally occur weekly, marking the
completion of 10 weeks of training for each cohort.

Where can I find the official Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training
graduation schedule for 2022?
The official graduation schedule for Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training in 2022 is available on the U.S.
Army Fort Leonard Wood website or through the Public Affairs Office of the installation.

Can family and friends attend Fort Leonard Wood Basic
Training graduations in 2022?
Yes, family and friends are usually allowed to attend Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training graduations in
2022, but they must follow COVID-19 safety protocols and register in advance as required by the
installation.

What time do Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training graduations
typically start in 2022?
Fort Leonard Wood Basic Training graduations in 2022 typically start in the morning, often around
9:00 AM, but exact times may vary depending on the schedule for each week.

Are there any COVID-19 restrictions affecting Fort Leonard
Wood Basic Training graduations in 2022?
In 2022, COVID-19 restrictions at Fort Leonard Wood may affect graduation ceremonies, including
limits on attendance, mask requirements, and social distancing policies. It's best to check the latest
updates from Fort Leonard Wood before attending.

How long is the Basic Training program at Fort Leonard Wood
before graduation in 2022?
The Basic Training program at Fort Leonard Wood in 2022 lasts approximately 10 weeks, after which



trainees participate in a graduation ceremony to mark the completion of their training.

Additional Resources
Fort Leonard Wood Army Basic Training Graduation Dates 2022: A Detailed Overview

fort leonard wood army basic training graduation dates 2022 represent a critical timeline for
thousands of new recruits undergoing initial military training at one of the U.S. Army’s premier
training installations. Understanding these dates is essential not only for the trainees but also for their
families, military staff, and those tracking Army personnel progress. This article delves into the
schedule specifics, the significance of these graduations, and what to expect from the Fort Leonard
Wood training experience in 2022.

Understanding Fort Leonard Wood’s Role in Army Basic
Training

Fort Leonard Wood, located in Missouri, serves as a central hub for the Army’s Basic Combat Training
(BCT) and Advanced Individual Training (AIT). Unlike other training posts primarily focused on infantry
or combat arms, Fort Leonard Wood specializes in training soldiers in engineering, chemical, military
police, and other critical support roles. This makes the graduation dates at this facility particularly
significant because they mark the transition of recruits into highly specialized career fields within the
Army.

The 2022 graduation schedule at Fort Leonard Wood reflects the Army’s ongoing commitment to
maintaining a steady flow of trained soldiers ready to meet operational demands. Given the
fluctuating recruitment numbers and training capacity, these dates are carefully planned to optimize
resource utilization while ensuring quality training.

Fort Leonard Wood Army Basic Training Graduation
Dates 2022: Scheduling and Frequency

Graduations at Fort Leonard Wood typically occur every three to four weeks, depending on the length
of the training cycle and any adjustments made for holidays or operational needs. In 2022, the
graduation dates were spread throughout the year, providing multiple opportunities for families and
supporters to witness the culmination of basic training.

The standard BCT cycle at Fort Leonard Wood lasts approximately 10 weeks. Following this, soldiers
may proceed directly to AIT if they are cross-training into specific Military Occupational Specialties
(MOS) such as engineering or chemical defense. Because of this structure, the graduation ceremonies
are staggered, with some marking the completion of BCT alone and others celebrating the combined
end of BCT and AIT.



Key Graduation Dates in 2022

Although the exact dates can vary slightly due to unforeseen changes, the following represent the
typical graduation schedule across 2022 at Fort Leonard Wood:

January 28, 2022

February 25, 2022

March 25, 2022

April 22, 2022

May 20, 2022

June 17, 2022

July 15, 2022

August 12, 2022

September 9, 2022

October 7, 2022

November 4, 2022

December 2, 2022

These dates are generally announced well in advance to allow families to plan travel and attendance
accordingly. The Army also provides updates through official Fort Leonard Wood channels to keep all
stakeholders informed.

The Graduation Ceremony: What It Entails

Graduation ceremonies at Fort Leonard Wood are formal events steeped in military tradition. They
mark the successful completion of grueling basic training and symbolize the soldiers’ readiness to
step into their roles within the Army. These ceremonies are not only significant milestones for soldiers
but also serve as morale boosters for families and unit leaders.

Components of the Ceremony

Graduation ceremonies typically include:



Passing of the Torch: Symbolizing the transition from recruit to soldier, this gesture often
involves senior officers or drill sergeants.

Oath of Enlistment: Reaffirming soldiers’ commitment to the Army and the nation.

Award Presentations: Recognition of outstanding performance during training.

Parade and Drill Demonstrations: Showcasing skills and discipline acquired during training.

The presence of family members is encouraged, and the ceremony often concludes with opportunities
for photographs and informal celebrations.

Comparative Insights: Fort Leonard Wood vs. Other
Training Installations

While basic training graduation dates are critical at all Army posts, Fort Leonard Wood’s schedule
differs slightly from installations like Fort Benning or Fort Jackson due to its specialized training focus.
For example, Fort Benning, which trains infantry soldiers, might have slightly shorter BCT cycles but
longer specialized AITs. Conversely, Fort Leonard Wood’s integration of BCT and MOS-specific AIT
means some graduation ceremonies reflect a broader completion of training phases.

Moreover, Fort Leonard Wood’s training emphasizes technical skills related to engineering, chemical
defense, and military policing. This factor influences the pacing and frequency of graduations, as the
Army balances basic soldiering skills with technical instruction.

Pros and Cons of Fort Leonard Wood’s Training Schedule

Pros:

Regular and predictable graduation dates aid planning for soldiers and families.

Integration of BCT and AIT in some graduations reduces transition time between phases.

Specialized training enhances readiness for critical Army roles.

Cons:

Graduation dates can shift due to operational needs, occasionally complicating
attendance plans.

The technical nature of training may extend some cycles beyond traditional BCT lengths.



How to Stay Updated on Fort Leonard Wood Army
Basic Training Graduation Dates 2022

Staying informed about graduation dates and related details is crucial for all involved parties. Fort
Leonard Wood employs multiple channels to communicate these updates:

Official Fort Leonard Wood Website: Regularly updated with schedules and
announcements.

Social Media Accounts: Facebook and Twitter pages provide timely news and reminders.

Recruiter Communication: Recruiters often relay updated information directly to recruits and
their families.

Unit and Drill Sergeant Briefings: Within the training environment, soldiers receive direct
notifications.

For those planning to attend, it is advisable to confirm dates close to the event to accommodate any
last-minute changes.

Family and Community Impact of Graduation Dates

Graduation dates at Fort Leonard Wood are more than just scheduling milestones; they represent
emotional and social events that affect families and local communities. For families, the ceremony is
often the first opportunity to see their loved ones in uniform, marking a significant personal
achievement. The military community in the surrounding areas also benefits economically and
socially from the influx of visitors attending these events.

Moreover, these graduation dates foster a sense of connection between the Army and the public,
showcasing the dedication and commitment of new soldiers. This visibility can be instrumental in
maintaining public support and awareness of the Army’s training programs.

The significance of fort leonard wood army basic training graduation dates 2022 extends far beyond
the calendar. These dates symbolize the culmination of rigorous physical and mental preparation, the
emergence of disciplined soldiers ready to serve, and the strong bonds between the military and
civilian communities. As the Army continues to evolve its training programs, Fort Leonard Wood
remains a pivotal institution, shaping the future of the U.S. Army through its steady cadence of
graduations and soldier development.
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  fort leonard wood army basic training graduation dates 2022: Special Men Dennis Foley,
2022-06-14 A recipient of two Purple Hearts gives readers an inside view of US Army special forces
through his own trial by fire during the Vietnam War. Days before he was drafted in 1962, Dennis
Foley volunteered to join the army in the hopes of someday getting into West Point. He was only
eighteen years old. At basic training in Fort Dix, New Jersey, a presentation by two impressive,
self-confident special forces sergeants made an indelible impression on him. His career would come
full circle. In 1972, wearing a green beret, Foley would be given command of his own A-Team. But
between those two pivotal moments, his determination, loyalty, and mental and physical strength
would be tested as never before, fighting in the jungles of Vietnam alongside the bravest men he
would ever know. In Special Men, Foley describes his experience at the 7th Army NCO Academy in
Germany, where he learned more about leadership than at any other school he would later attend.
He takes us moment-by-moment on his heart-pounding introduction to combat—a nighttime,
amphibious ambush patrol with the South Vietnamese Navy. We see the shock set in upon realizing
that conventional training left him unprepared for the guerrilla army he faced in Vietnam. And we
share his sadness over fallen comrades and his own relief at surviving his injuries. This is an
unvarnished account of horror and heroism and a tribute to the unselfish devotion to duty of the
LRPs, Rangers, and Green Berets.
  fort leonard wood army basic training graduation dates 2022: God's Plan Ron Kingsbury,
2022-08-01 You may be a Christian and take part as a Christian doing the services of your church
throughout your life, but we must be born again. You will know when you are baptized by the Holy
Spirit with the touch of GodaEUR(tm)s hand. When we look upon the cross, where Jesus took away
our sins, we must realize that the cross is a gift for us from God. In the name of the Father, the Son,
and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
  fort leonard wood army basic training graduation dates 2022: Elite Souls James
Raymond, 2022-10-15 The great nineteenth century French military thinker Ardant du Picq, argued
that selfless courage is rooted in a higher moral purpose, and is found among “Elite Souls.” This is a
book about five such “Elite Souls,” all highly decorated young West Point graduates and recipients of
the USMA‘s Ninninger Medal. Elite Souls outlines the importance of building and developing moral
character in military leaders, while arguing that a rigorous academic education is also essential in
creating young officers capable of the kind of creative and critical thinking necessary in the
complicated wars of the twenty-first century. Dr. Raymond suggests that West Point‘s servant-leader
model is critical in fostering the kind of intense selflessness ideally seen between junior officers,
their NCOs, and soldiers. Finally, Elite Souls makes the case that inspirational commanding officers
are also key. In this book, Dr. Ray Raymond argues that each of the recipients of the Ninninger
Award entered West Point primarily for moral reasons and that the Academy's rigorous academic,
military, and developmental methods strengthened those values. West Point produced young military
leaders who were exceptionally well-educated and trained to deal with the complex challenges of
war in Iraq and Afghanistan in the early twenty first century.“
  fort leonard wood army basic training graduation dates 2022: From the Prairie to the
Pacific Gil Rud, 2022-11-16 From the Prairie to the Pacific is the story of one man's journey from
rural North Dakota to the cockpits of U.S. Navy jet fighters and ultimately Captain of a flagship
aircraft carrier. Gil Rud flew combat missions over Vietnam in A-7 Corsair II aircraft before taking
command of his own squadron. His success as a Naval aviator led to the ultimate reward – Boss of
the world-famous Blue Angels aerobatic display team, overseeing their successful transition to the
F/A-18 Hornet. Gil Rud reflects on his experiences and emotions as a husband and father as well as a
pilot and an officer and a gentleman. His stories of triumph and tragedy, from nights on the flight
deck to nights on the town and the loss of close friends, reveal deep feelings, great insight and a
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wonderful sense of humor, as well as meticulous attention to detail.
  fort leonard wood army basic training graduation dates 2022: My Serendipitous Life Carl
T. Herakovich, 2022-12-20 Over 400 pages with 380 photos, more than half in color, author
describes eighty-five year life growing up in Irish, Croatian, German family in Whiting, Indiana, a
Chicago suburb on the shore of Lake Michigan. Memoir details family heritage, quarterback of
Whiting High state championship football team, nation’s leading football scorer at Rose-Hulman
Institute of Technology, coach of the Rose-Hulman football team, earning a BS at Rose-Hulman, MS
at The University of Kansas, and PhD at Illinois Institute of Technology; engineering professor at
Virginia Tech and then the University of Virginia, expert in mechanics of fibrous composites,
founding director of the NASA-Virginia Tech Composites Program, instigator of the Virginia Tech
personal computer initiative, ACC football official, leader in U. S. national and international
mechanics committees (ASME, SES, USNC/TAM, IUTAM), international travels; sixty-two
(continuing) years of marriage with four children and eight grandchildren.
  fort leonard wood army basic training graduation dates 2022: Army and Navy Register ,
1929
  fort leonard wood army basic training graduation dates 2022: Official Register of the
Officers and Cadets United States Military Academy, 1971
  fort leonard wood army basic training graduation dates 2022: U.S. Army Certificate of
Proficiency , 2019 Description: Engineer Replacement Training Center. Fort Leonard Wood,
Missouri. U.S. Army Certificate of Proficiency, qualified with M1 Rifle as sharpshooter.
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