
examples of motifs in literature
Examples of Motifs in Literature: Unpacking Recurring Themes That Enrich Stories

Examples of motifs in literature serve as powerful tools that authors use to weave deeper
meaning throughout their narratives. Often subtle yet persistent, motifs are recurring
elements—whether symbols, phrases, settings, or ideas—that help to develop and inform the story’s
themes. Unlike a one-off symbol or a central theme, motifs echo repeatedly, creating a rhythm and
reinforcing the underlying messages within a literary work. If you've ever wondered how certain
images or ideas seem to pop up time and again in a novel or play, you're essentially experiencing the
author’s use of motifs. Let’s dive into some classic and contemporary examples of motifs in literature
and explore why they are vital for storytelling.

Understanding Motifs in Literature

Before exploring specific examples, it’s crucial to clarify what exactly constitutes a motif. While
often confused with themes, motifs are distinct in that they are the concrete, recurring elements that
support and highlight the broader themes of a work. Think of motifs as repeated patterns or symbols
that subtly guide the reader’s attention and enrich the narrative texture.

For instance, a theme might be “the struggle for identity,” but a motif related to that theme could be
“mirrors” or “double imagery” appearing throughout the text. These recurring motifs help readers
connect the dots and grasp the deeper significance behind the characters’ journeys.

The Role of Motifs in Enhancing Literary Works

Motifs do more than just decorate a story—they add layers of meaning, create emotional resonance,
and sometimes foreshadow events. They also help unify a story structurally, making disparate parts
feel cohesive. Moreover, motifs can invoke a mood or tone that colors the reader’s experience, be it
a sense of foreboding, nostalgia, or hope.

By recognizing motifs, readers can unlock richer interpretations and appreciate the artistry behind
storytelling. For writers, motifs provide a subtle yet effective way to communicate complex ideas
without explicitly stating them.

Classic Examples of Motifs in Literature

The Green Light in "The Great Gatsby"

One of the most iconic examples of motifs in literature is the green light in F. Scott Fitzgerald’s *The
Great Gatsby*. This green light, situated across the bay from Gatsby’s mansion, appears repeatedly



throughout the novel. It represents Gatsby’s unattainable dreams, his hope, and the elusive nature of
the American Dream itself. The motif of the green light pops up at key moments to remind readers of
Gatsby’s longing and the novel’s broader commentary about desire and idealism.

Blood as a Motif in Shakespeare’s "Macbeth"

In Shakespeare’s *Macbeth*, blood is a persistent motif that symbolizes guilt, violence, and the
consequences of ambition. From the infamous “bloody hands” Lady Macbeth imagines to Macbeth’s
own bloody acts, the motif intensifies the play’s dark atmosphere. Blood reappears in various
contexts—both literal and metaphorical—underscoring the psychological torment of the characters
and the irreversible impact of their deeds.

Light and Darkness in "Romeo and Juliet"

Another classic motif is the interplay between light and darkness in Shakespeare’s *Romeo and
Juliet*. The lovers are often described in terms of light imagery—Juliet as the “sun” and Romeo as a
“bright angel.” Conversely, darkness represents secrecy, danger, and the obstacles their love faces.
This recurring contrast not only enriches the poetic quality of the play but also highlights the tension
between love and conflict.

Modern Examples of Literary Motifs

Water as a Motif in "The Old Man and the Sea"

In Ernest Hemingway’s *The Old Man and the Sea*, water is a central motif symbolizing both life
and struggle. The sea is not just a setting but a living force that reflects the protagonist’s endurance,
isolation, and respect for nature. Water’s dual nature—as nurturing yet unforgiving—mirrors the
man’s internal battle and the broader theme of human resilience.

The Mockingbird in "To Kill a Mockingbird"

Harper Lee’s *To Kill a Mockingbird* famously uses the mockingbird as a motif to symbolize
innocence and the destruction of innocence. The repeated references to the bird highlight the moral
lessons about empathy and justice. Characters like Tom Robinson and Boo Radley are metaphorical
mockingbirds—innocent beings harmed by prejudice and misunderstanding.

Technology and Alienation in Contemporary Sci-Fi

In many modern science fiction novels, motifs related to technology—such as mirrors, screens, or



androids—are often used to explore themes of alienation and identity. For example, in works like
Philip K. Dick’s *Do Androids Dream of Electric Sheep?*, the motif of artificial beings and simulated
reality recurs to question what it means to be human. These motifs serve as lenses through which
readers examine contemporary anxieties about technology and existence.

Common Motifs Across Genres

Motifs are not restricted to literary fiction; they appear across genres and forms, enriching narrative
layers everywhere. Recognizing common motifs can help readers better understand a wide range of
texts.

Journey or Quest: Often symbolizing growth or self-discovery, the journey motif appears in
epics, fantasy, and even contemporary fiction.

Nature: Elements like seasons, weather, or animals frequently serve as motifs to reflect mood,
time, or character emotions.

Colors: Specific colors like red, white, or black often carry symbolic weight and recur to
emphasize themes like passion, purity, or death.

Mirrors and Reflections: These motifs explore identity, truth, and duality.

Light and Shadow: Used to contrast knowledge and ignorance, good and evil, or life and
death.

Why Recognizing Motifs Matters

When you spot a motif, it’s like picking up on a secret code the author has embedded throughout the
story. This awareness can deepen your reading experience and reveal the subtle craftsmanship
behind the narrative. Writers often use motifs to guide readers toward important themes without
blunt exposition, making the story more engaging and thought-provoking.

If you're a student or an avid reader, learning to identify motifs sharpens your analytical skills. For
writers, incorporating motifs thoughtfully can elevate storytelling by adding complexity and
cohesion.

Tips for Identifying Motifs in Literature

If you want to hone your ability to recognize motifs, here are some practical tips:

Pay attention to repetition: Notice if certain images, phrases, or ideas appear multiple1.



times throughout the text.

Look for symbolism: Consider whether these repeated elements carry symbolic meaning2.
beyond their literal presence.

Connect motifs to themes: Reflect on how these recurring elements relate to the broader3.
messages or conflicts in the story.

Consider character associations: Sometimes motifs are linked to specific characters or4.
their development.

Observe changes: Note if the motif evolves or gains new meaning as the plot progresses.5.

By practicing these strategies, you’ll become more adept at uncovering the rich layers motifs add to
literature.

Motifs as Bridges Between Reader and Text

Ultimately, motifs create a bridge between the reader and the text, inviting active engagement and
interpretation. They transform stories from mere sequences of events into immersive experiences
layered with meaning. Whether it’s the haunting presence of a recurring symbol or the echo of a
phrase that resonates emotionally, motifs enrich our understanding and enjoyment of literature.

Next time you dive into a novel or poem, keep an eye out for those subtle repetitions. They might
just unlock a new dimension of the story you hadn’t noticed before.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is a motif in literature?
A motif in literature is a recurring element, such as an image, theme, symbol, or idea, that helps to
develop and inform the text's major themes.

Can you give examples of common motifs found in literature?
Common motifs in literature include darkness and light, journeys, seasons, water, and colors, each
symbolizing different ideas or emotions.

What is an example of a motif in Shakespeare's Macbeth?
In Macbeth, the motif of blood recurs throughout the play, symbolizing guilt and the consequences
of violence.



How does the motif of the green light function in The Great
Gatsby?
The green light in The Great Gatsby serves as a motif representing Gatsby's hopes and dreams for
the future, as well as the elusive nature of the American Dream.

Why are motifs important in understanding literature?
Motifs are important because they reinforce the central themes, create cohesion in the narrative,
and provide deeper insight into characters and the story's message.

What is a motif versus a theme in literature?
A motif is a recurring element that supports the story’s message, while a theme is the central idea or
underlying message that the author wants to convey.

Additional Resources
Examples of Motifs in Literature: An Analytical Review

Examples of motifs in literature serve as critical tools for authors to weave deeper meaning and
thematic resonance into their narratives. Motifs, recurring elements such as symbols, phrases, or
ideas, often underpin the thematic structure of literary works, subtly influencing readers’
interpretations and emotional responses. Exploring these motifs not only enhances our appreciation
of storytelling craft but also reveals the layered complexities that distinguish enduring literature
from mere storytelling.

Understanding the Role of Motifs in Literature

Motifs function as recurring thematic threads that authors use to build coherence and depth
throughout their works. Unlike symbols, which tend to represent singular ideas, motifs appear
repeatedly, reinforcing and evolving the central themes. They act as connective tissue across
characters, settings, or plotlines, providing readers with a consistent lens through which to interpret
the narrative.

In literary analysis, identifying motifs is instrumental in unpacking the broader messages an author
wishes to convey. For instance, motifs can highlight societal critiques, internal conflicts, or universal
truths. Their recurrence also aids in emphasizing emotional or psychological states, thereby
enriching character development and plot progression.

Common Motifs and Their Literary Significance

Several motifs have become staples in literature, often transcending genres and historical periods
due to their universal relevance. Below are some of the most prevalent motifs with illustrative



examples:

Light and Darkness: Frequently used to symbolize knowledge and ignorance, good and evil,
or hope and despair. For example, in Joseph Conrad’s Heart of Darkness, darkness serves as a
motif representing the unknown and moral ambiguity.

Journey or Quest: A motif that represents growth, transformation, or self-discovery. Homer’s
Odyssey is a classic exemplar, where the protagonist’s physical journey mirrors his internal
evolution.

Water: Symbolizing purification, change, or the subconscious. In literature like F. Scott
Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby, water separates characters and symbolizes barriers and
transitions.

Time: Often employed to explore themes of mortality, memory, or inevitability. Virginia
Woolf’s To the Lighthouse uses the passage of time as a motif to underscore impermanence
and change.

These motifs carry layered meanings that, when recognized, deepen the interpretative experience.
They also demonstrate how motifs can be both concrete (like water or light) and abstract (like time
or journey), providing versatility in literary expression.

Analyzing Motifs Through Notable Literary Works

Examining motifs within specific works offers insight into how authors use repetition to enrich their
storytelling. Below are detailed analyses of motifs in selected literary classics.

The Green Light in The Great Gatsby

One of the most iconic examples of motifs in literature is the green light in F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The
Great Gatsby. This recurring image symbolizes Gatsby’s hopes and dreams, particularly his desire to
reunite with Daisy. The green light’s elusive glow across the water functions as a motif that
encapsulates themes of longing, the American Dream, and the inherent distance between aspiration
and reality.

The motif’s power lies in its repetition and placement at critical narrative moments, reinforcing
Gatsby’s fixation and the novel’s overall commentary on idealism and disillusionment. The green
light’s ambiguity also invites multiple interpretations, showcasing how motifs can operate on both
literal and symbolic levels.

Birds in To Kill a Mockingbird



Harper Lee’s To Kill a Mockingbird employs the motif of birds, particularly mockingbirds, as symbols
of innocence and vulnerability. The motif recurs through references to characters like Tom Robinson
and Boo Radley, who, like mockingbirds, are innocent beings harmed by societal prejudice and
misunderstanding.

This motif amplifies the novel’s exploration of racial injustice and moral conscience. By repeating the
bird imagery, Lee creates a poignant thematic resonance that challenges readers to reflect on the
nature of innocence and the consequences of cruelty.

The Doppelgänger Motif in Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde

Robert Louis Stevenson’s novella The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde exemplifies the
doppelgänger motif, representing the duality of human nature. The recurring contrast between Dr.
Jekyll and his alter ego, Mr. Hyde, serves as a motif to explore the conflict between societal
respectability and primal instincts.

This motif is not only central to the plot but also to the psychological complexity of the narrative. It
highlights the theme of internal struggle and the multifaceted nature of identity, making it a rich
subject for literary analysis.

How Motifs Enhance Literary Themes and Reader
Engagement

Motifs act as anchors that tether abstract themes to tangible images or ideas, making complex
concepts more accessible to readers. Through repetition, motifs create a rhythm and resonance that
can evoke emotional responses, deepen thematic understanding, and foster connections across
different parts of a narrative.

Moreover, motifs contribute to the cohesiveness of a literary work. By weaving recurring elements
throughout a text, authors can subtly guide readers’ interpretations, ensuring that key themes
remain foregrounded without overt exposition.

From an SEO perspective, integrating examples of motifs in literature, such as the use of recurring
symbols, thematic patterns, and narrative devices, caters to diverse search queries. Terms like
“literary motifs,” “symbolism in literature,” or “themes and motifs examples” align with user
interests spanning academic research, teaching resources, and casual literary exploration.

Benefits and Challenges of Using Motifs

Benefits: Motifs deepen thematic complexity, enhance symbolism, and increase emotional
impact. They allow authors to communicate subtle messages and create layered narratives
that reward attentive readers.



Challenges: Overuse or heavy-handed repetition can make motifs feel forced or predictable.
Readers unfamiliar with symbolic interpretation may overlook motifs, reducing their
effectiveness.

Effective use of motifs requires balance, ensuring they complement rather than overshadow the
story. When executed skillfully, motifs enrich literary works, inviting multiple readings and
interpretations.

Contemporary Use of Motifs in Modern Literature

While motifs have been integral to classical literature, their application remains vibrant in
contemporary writing. Modern authors often adapt traditional motifs or invent new ones to reflect
current social concerns, technological changes, or cultural shifts.

For example, motifs of isolation and digital connectivity frequently appear in 21st-century literature,
mirroring the complexities of modern life. Books like Dave Eggers’ The Circle use the motif of
surveillance to critique privacy and identity in the digital age.

Similarly, environmental motifs, such as recurring natural imagery, are prevalent in recent works
addressing climate change and ecological awareness. These evolving motifs ensure literature
remains relevant and reflective of contemporary experiences.

Examining these modern motifs alongside classical examples reveals how recurring literary devices
adapt to changing contexts while preserving their fundamental role in thematic development.

---

The exploration of examples of motifs in literature uncovers the nuanced ways authors embed
meaning beyond the surface narrative. Whether through the haunting green light in The Great
Gatsby or the symbolic birds in To Kill a Mockingbird, motifs enrich storytelling by reinforcing
themes and engaging readers at a deeper level. Their enduring presence across literary history and
genres attests to their power as vehicles of meaning, inviting ongoing analysis and appreciation.

Examples Of Motifs In Literature

  examples of motifs in literature: Archetypes and Motifs in Folklore and Literature: A
Handbook Jane Garry, 2017-07-05 This is an authoritative presentation and discussion of the most
basic thematic elements universally found in folklore and literature. The reference provides a
detailed analysis of the most common archetypes or motifs found in the folklore of selected
communities around the world. Each entry is written by a noted authority in the field, and includes
accompanying reference citations. Entries are keyed to the Motif-Index of Folk Literature by Stith
Thompson and grouped according to that Index's scheme. The reference also includes an
introductory essay on the concepts of archetypes and motifs and the scholarship associated with
them. This is the only book in English on motifs and themes that is completely folklore oriented,

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-193/examples-of-motifs-in-literature.pdf


deals with motif numbers, and is tied to the Thompson Motif-Index. It includes in-depth examination
of such motifs as: Bewitching; Chance and Fate; Choice of Roads; Death or Departure of the Gods;
the Double; Ghosts and Other Revenants; the Hero Cycle; Journey to the Otherworld; Magic
Invulnerability; Soothsayer; Transformation; Tricksters.
  examples of motifs in literature: Teaching English Literature and Language Dr. I. Ilavarasi,
Ms. Shivakashi Sharma, Dr. Narendra T. Gawali, Dr. Naveen Kumar Mehta., 2024-05-31 Teaching
English Literature and Language for educators, blending theoretical insights with practical
strategies to effectively teach English as a subject. It key pedagogical approaches to literature
analysis and language instruction, fostering critical thinking, creativity, and linguistic competence in
learners. The topics, including curriculum design, assessment methods, and the integration of
modern technologies to enhance learning. Ideal for both novice and experienced educators, it offers
tools and techniques to inspire a love for language and literature while meeting the challenges of
contemporary classrooms.
  examples of motifs in literature: A Theory of Thrills, Sublime and Epiphany in
Literature Nigel Fabb, 2022-07-05 This book offers a psychological account of thrills (goosebumps
and tears), of the epiphanic experience of seeing ordinary things in a profoundly new way, and of the
experience of the sublime. The unifying characteristic of these ‘strong experiences’ is that they all
begin with surprise. They are important in literature: literature is about these experiences, and
literature can cause these experiences. This book offers an overview of theories of these kinds of
experience, and of what might cause them to happen. In the final chapter, various literary strategies
are explored as possible causes. The book draws on psychological accounts of surprise, and of
emotion, and cognitive approaches to what knowledge is, why it is possible to have feelings of
profound knowledge, and why what we know can sometimes not be put into words.
  examples of motifs in literature: Hunting in Middle English Literature Anne Rooney,
1993 An analysis of the hunt, its imagery and allusion, in Middle English literature.
  examples of motifs in literature: Backwoodsmen as Ecocritical Motif in French Canadian
Literature Anne Rehill, 2016-08-30 In New France and early Canada, young men who ventured into
the forest to hunt and trade with Amerindians (coureurs de bois, “runners of the woods”), later
traveling in big teams of canoes (voyageurs), were known for their independence. Often described as
half-wild themselves, they linked the European and Indian societies, eventually helping to form a
new culture with elements of both. From an ecocritical perspective they represent both negative and
positive aspects of the human historical trajectory because, in addition to participating in the
environmentally abusive fur trade, they also symbolize the way forward through intercultural
connections and business relationships. The four novels analyzed here—Joseph-Charles Taché’s
Forestiers et voyageurs: Moeurs et légendes canadiennes (1863); Louis Hémon’s Maria Chapdelaine
(1916); Léo-Paul Desrosiers’ Les Engagés du Grand Portage (1938); and Antonine Maillet’s
Pélagie-la-Charrette (1979)—portray the backwoodsmen operating in a collaborative mode within
the realistic context of the need to make money. They entered folklore through the 19th century
literary efforts of Taché and others to construct a distinct French Canadian national identity, then in
an unstable and continually disrupted process of formation. Their entry into literature necessarily
brought their Amerindian business and personal partners, thus making intercultural connections a
foundation of the national identity that Taché and others strove to construct and also mirror. As
figures in literature, they embody changing ideas of the self and of the cultures and ethnicities that
they connect, both physically and in an abstract sense. Because constructions of self-identity result
in behavior, studying this dynamic contributes to ecocritical efforts to better understand human
behavior toward both ourselves and our environment. The woodsmen and their Amerindian partners
occupy the intriguing position of contributing to both damage and greater acceptance of the cultural
Other, the latter of which holds the promise of collaboration and joint searches for sustainable
solutions. Thus coureurs de bois and voyageurs, far from perfect models, can continue to serve as
guides today.
  examples of motifs in literature: The Reception of Exodus Motifs in Jewish and Christian



Literature , 2021-10-18 The account of the exodus of the Israelite slaves from Egypt under Moses
has shaped the theology and community identity of both Jews and Christians across the centuries. Its
reception in later scriptures and religious writings, as well as in art and music, continues to inspire
liberation movements across the globe. This volume brings together an international group of
scholars to explore the re-use of the exodus narratives across a wide range of early Jewish and
Christian literature including the Apocrypha and the New Testament. The contributors engage with
wider questions of methodology and the impact of social and cultural context on biblical
interpretation.-
  examples of motifs in literature: The Poetics of Ancient and Classical Arabic Literature Esad
Durakovic, 2015-04-24 Through analysing ancient and classical Arabic literature, including the
Qur'an, from within the Arabic literary tradition, this book provides an original interpretation of
poetics, and of other important aspects of Arab culture. Ancient Arabic literature is a realm of
poetry; prose literary forms emerged rather late, and even then remained in the shadow of poetic
creative efforts. Traditionally, this literature has been viewed through a philologist’s lens and has
often been represented as ‘materialistic’ in the sense that its poetry lacked imagination. As a result,
Arabic poetry was often evaluated negatively in relation to other poetic traditions. The Poetics of
Ancient and Classical Arabic Literature argues that old Arabic literature is remarkably coherent in
poetical terms and has its own individuality, and that claims of its materialism arise from a failure to
grasp the poetic principles of the Arabic tradition. Analysing the Qur’an, which is known for
confronting the poetry of the time, this book reveals that post Qur’anic literature came to be defined
against it. Thus, the constitution and interpretation of Arabic literature imposed itself as a particular
exegesis of the sacred Text. Disputing traditional interpretations by arguing that Arabic literature
can only be assessed from within, and not through comparison with other literary traditions, this
book is of interest to students and scholars of Islamic Studies, Arabic Studies and Literary Studies.
  examples of motifs in literature: Forming Prophetic Literature James W. Watts, Paul R.
House, 1996-10-01 These essays are written in honour of John D.W. Watts, formerly Professor of Old
Testament at Southern Baptist Seminary, Louisville, Kentucky and Old Testament editor of the Word
Biblical Commentary, well known for his contributions, especially to scholarship on the prophetic
books. Accordingly, the essays here address the literary, redactional and canonical questions posed
by the Hebrew Bible's prophetic literature. The prophetic books have defied easy classification
according to genre or facile explanation of their historical development. With a special focus on the
books of Isaiah and of the Twelve Prophets, the nature and formation of prophecy as literature is
probed from a variety of methodological standpoints, including textual criticism, synchronic literary
analysis, tradition history and redaction criticism.
  examples of motifs in literature: Mine and Yours Are Hers Tạl Îlān, This book suggests
several methods with which rabbinic sources can be approached in order to obtain information
about women's history. It is the first feminist book about rabbinic literature which treats the latter
as a historical source. It contains many examples and discusses for the first time many sources
relevant for the issue of women in rabbinics.
  examples of motifs in literature: Mine and Yours are Hers Ilan, 2018-12-10 This book
discusses the interaction between history, rabbinic literature and feminist studies. Recent
approaches to rabbinic literature have overturned the traditional view of these writings and new
literary methods were suggested, mostly denying them all historical value. But rabbinic literature
constitutes the main source for the lives of Jews in Palestine and Babylonia during the late Roman
period, and thus should not be totally rejected. This study suggests a new post-literary approach, i.e.
it discusses the residue of the texts after these have been analyzed and dissected by literary critics.
But mainly this is a book about women's history, adopting many assumptions of feminist criticism
about the androcentric nature of all ancient texts, and approaches them with due suspicion. The
Rabbis treated women differently from the way they treated men. This resulted in the former's
marginalization and manipulation by the texts. On the other hand, however, it created an ironic
situation whereby principles useful for the recovery of historical information on women, are useless



when applied to men. This study describes such principles and demonstrates them with the help of
many examples.
  examples of motifs in literature: British and American Drama (English Book) Dr. Sangeeta
Arora , Dr. Shalini Agrawal , 2023-07-01 Discover the captivating world of British and American
Drama with our comprehensive e-Book designed for B.A. 3rd Semester students at U.P. State
Universities. Aligned with the common syllabus of NEP-2020, this engaging resource offers in-depth
insights and analysis of iconic plays, characters, and themes from both British and American
theatrical traditions. Elevate your understanding of Drama and excel in your studies with this
essential e-Book.
  examples of motifs in literature: Proceedings of the Sixth International Conference on
Language, Literature, Culture, and Education (ICOLLITE 2022) Nuria Haristiani, Yulianeta
Yulianeta, Yanty Wirza, Wawan Gunawan, Ari Arifin Danuwijaya, Eri Kurniawan, Dante
Darmawangsa, Suharno Suharno, Nia Nafisah, Ernie Dyah Imperiani, 2023-02-10 This is an open
access book. The rapid advancement of technology has created new civilization in this digital era
which affects almost all aspects of life including language, literature, culture, and education. The
digital era brings opportunities as well as challenges that people have to deal with. Thus, some
adjustments need to be done in order to keep up with those changes. Studies on language,
literature, culture, and education need to be continuously conducted and developed to revitalize
those aspects in facing the dynamic changes of the digital era. In relation to this, Faculty of
Language and Literature Education, Universitas Pendidikan Indonesia (FPBS UPI) hosts this year’s
International Conference on Language, Literature and Culture (ICOLLITE) with the theme
“Revitalization of Language, Literature, Culture, and Education in the Digital Era” as a forum for
experts and professionals to share their research, ideas, and experiences on this issue. Presenters
and participants are welcome to discuss and disseminate current issues and offer solutions to the
challenges of our time. Discussions on current trends in digital literacies are expected to pave way
to learn from each other for betterment as one big society of humankinds, regardless of their social,
economic, and cultural backgrounds.
  examples of motifs in literature: CLEP Analyzing & Interpreting Literature , 2015 There
are many different ways to prepare for the CLEP* exam. What's best for you depends on how much
time you have to study and how comfortable you are with the subject matter. Our test prep for
CLEP* Analyzing & Interpreting Literature and the free online tools that come with it, will allow you
to create a personalized CLEP* study plan that can be customized to fit you: your schedule, your
learning style, and your current level of knowledge.
  examples of motifs in literature: The Irish Tradition in Old English Literature Charles D.
Wright, 1993-07 Charles Wright identifies the characteristic features of Irish Christian literature
which influenced Anglo-Saxon vernacular authors. As a full-length study of Irish influence on Old
English religious literature, the book will appeal to scholars in Old English literature, Anglo-Saxon
studies, and Old and Middle Irish literature.
  examples of motifs in literature: English (British And American Drama) [NEP - 2020]
Dr. Poonam Chaudhary, Dr. Durgesh Kumari, 2023-06-10 1. Drama Types, 2. Elements of Drama, 3.
Literary Terms I (Drama), 4. Literary Terms II (Drama), 5. British Drama : Macbeth by Shakespeare,
6. British Drama : Arms and the Man by George Bernard Shaw, 7. British Drama : She Stoops to
Conquer by Oliver Goldsmith, 8. American Drama : Fences by August Wilson, 9. American Drama : A
Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams, 10. American Drama : All My Sons by Arthur
Miller......
  examples of motifs in literature: Themes & Motifs in Western Literature Horst S. Daemmrich,
Ingrid Daemmrich, 1987
  examples of motifs in literature: The Odyssey (MAXNotes Literature Guides) Andrew
Parks, 2013-01-01 REA's MAXnotes for Homer's The Odyssey MAXnotes offer a fresh look at
masterpieces of literature, presented in a lively and interesting fashion. Written by literary experts
who currently teach the subject, MAXnotes will enhance your understanding and enjoyment of the



work. MAXnotes are designed to stimulate independent thought about the literary work by raising
various issues and thought-provoking ideas and questions. MAXnotes cover the essentials of what
one should know about each work, including an overall summary, character lists, an explanation and
discussion of the plot, the work's historical context, illustrations to convey the mood of the work, and
a biography of the author. Each chapter is individually summarized and analyzed, and has study
questions and answers.
  examples of motifs in literature: Oral Literature of Iranian Languages: Kurdish, Pashto,
Balochi, Ossetic, Persian and Tajik: Companion Volume II Ulrich Marzolph, Philip
Kreyenbroek, 2010-05-19 A new History of Persian Literature in 18 Volumes. Persian literature is
the jewel in the crown of Persian culture. It has profoundly influenced the literatures of Ottoman
Turkey, Muslim India and Turkic Central Asia and been a source of inspiration for Goethe, Emerson,
Matthew Arnold and Jorge Luis Borges among others. Yet Persian literature has never received the
attention it truly deserves. A History of Persian Literature answers this need and offers a new,
comprehensive and detailed history of its subject. This 18-volume, authoritative survey reflects the
stature and significance of Persian literature as the single most important accomplishment of the
Iranian experience. It includes extensive, revealing examples with contributions by prominent
scholars who bring a fresh critical approach to bear on this important topic. This companion volume
deals with two of the most under-researched areas of study in the Modern Iranian field: the Persian
oral and popular literature of Iran, Tajikistan and Persian-speaking Afghanistan on the one hand;
and the written and oral literatures of the Kurds, Pashtuns, Baloch and Ossetians on the other.
  examples of motifs in literature: Thematics Reconsidered , 2023-11-20 Responding to a
new interest in thematic studies, the volume features essays by some of the leading scholars from
the United States and Europe. In honor of Horst S. Daemmrich, the co-author with Ingrid
Daemmrich of the handbook Themes and Motifs in Western Literature, the contributors reassess,
both in theory and in case studies, the viability of thematics as part of contemporary literary
criticism. They demonstrate the broad scope of methodologies between strict systematization of
themes and motifs and reader-response conceptions of 'theming.' Special topics include a
thematology of the Jewish people; motifs in folklore; a cluster on madness, hysteria, and mastery;
the story of Judith; Cinderella; thematics in Dürrenmatt and Isaac Babel; chaos as a theme. A
concluding chapter illuminates aspects of nineteenth-century literary history.
  examples of motifs in literature: Fantasy Literature and Christianity Weronika
Łaszkiewicz, 2018-10-04 The debate surrounding the Christian aspects of C.S. Lewis's The
Chronicles of Narnia, J.R.R. Tolkien's The Lord of the Rings, Philip Pullman's His Dark Materials and
J.K. Rowling's Harry Potter has revealed not only the prominence of religious themes in fantasy
fiction, but also readers' concerns over portrayals of religion in fantasy. Yet while analyses of these
works fill many volumes, other fantasy series have received much less attention. This critical study
explores the fantastic religions and religious themes in American and Canadian works by Stephen R.
Donaldson (Chronicles of Thomas Covenant), Guy Gavriel Kay (Fionavar Tapestry), Celia S.
Friedman (Coldfire Trilogy), and Brandon Sanderson (Mistborn). References to biblical tradition and
Christian teachings reveal these writers' overall approach to Christianity and the relationship
between Christianity and the fantasy genre.
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