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english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states is a complex and often
overlooked topic that touches on identity, power, and social justice. When people speak English with an
accent—whether influenced by their native language, region, or cultural background—they often face
judgments and biases that go beyond simple communication barriers. Understanding how language
ideology shapes attitudes toward accented English is crucial for addressing discrimination and fostering
inclusion in a diverse society like the United States.

What Is English with an Accent Language Ideology?

Language ideology refers to the beliefs and attitudes people hold about language and its social meaning.
When it comes to English spoken with an accent, language ideology often involves assumptions about a
speaker’s intelligence, social status, or cultural belonging. In the U.S., there’s a dominant ideology that
favors “standard” American English—often characterized by a lack of noticeable accent and adherence to
certain pronunciation and grammatical norms.

This dominant ideology tends to label accented English as “incorrect,” “less competent,” or “foreign,” even
when the speaker is fluent and proficient. These perceptions are deeply rooted in historical, political, and
social contexts that link language with power and identity. For example, English spoken with a Spanish,
Chinese, or Arabic accent might be unfairly stigmatized due to stereotypes about immigrants or minorities.

How Language Ideology Impacts Daily Life

The impact of English with an accent language ideology is not just theoretical. It manifests in everyday
experiences such as job interviews, education, and social interactions. People who speak English with a
noticeable accent may be overlooked for employment opportunities, receive lower wages, or face
microaggressions that question their competence. In schools, students with accents might be unfairly
perceived as less intelligent or less capable, affecting their academic self-esteem and opportunities.

This ideology also influences media representation and public discourse. Accented English speakers are
often typecast in roles that reinforce stereotypes—such as the “foreign villain” or the “comic
immigrant”—which perpetuates harmful biases and limits broader societal acceptance.



Discrimination Against Accented English Speakers in the United
States

Discrimination based on accented English is a subtle but pervasive form of linguistic prejudice. It operates in
legal, social, and professional spheres, often without explicit recognition.

Workplace Discrimination

One of the most significant areas where accented English language ideology leads to discrimination is
employment. Studies show that job applicants with foreign accents receive fewer callbacks than those with
“standard” American accents, regardless of their qualifications. Employers may unconsciously associate
accents with a lack of professionalism or communication skills, which affects hiring decisions.

Even after securing a job, accented English speakers can encounter challenges, such as exclusion from social
networks, reduced chances for promotion, or biased performance evaluations. This kind of discrimination
not only affects individuals’ economic stability but also contributes to broader social inequalities.

Educational Barriers

In the educational system, students who speak English with an accent often face challenges that go beyond
language proficiency. Teachers and peers may hold biased expectations, assuming these students are less
capable of academic success. This can lead to lower participation, decreased motivation, and even
misplacement in special education programs.

Furthermore, accent discrimination can discourage students from fully engaging in classroom discussions or
pursuing higher education. The pressure to “sound American” can create a stressful environment that
undermines linguistic diversity and cultural identity.

Social and Psychological Effects

Beyond tangible barriers, discrimination against accented English speakers also has profound social and
psychological effects. Individuals may experience feelings of alienation, lowered self-esteem, and anxiety
about speaking in public. This can lead to code-switching behaviors, where speakers alter their natural
speech patterns to conform to dominant norms, sometimes at the expense of their cultural identity.

The constant need to navigate language prejudice can impact mental health and hinder full participation in
social and civic life, reinforcing cycles of marginalization.



Challenging English Accent Ideology and Promoting Inclusivity

Addressing discrimination tied to English with an accent language ideology requires both awareness and
action. Recognizing the value of linguistic diversity is a crucial step toward creating more inclusive
communities and institutions.

Raising Awareness and Educating

One of the most effective ways to combat accent discrimination is through education. Employers, educators,
and the general public benefit from learning about the diversity of English varieties and the cultural
backgrounds they represent. Workshops, training sessions, and inclusive curricula can help dismantle
stereotypes and foster respect for different accents.

Additionally, media representation plays a vital role. Promoting stories and characters that feature accented
English speakers in positive and varied roles challenges harmful narratives and normalizes linguistic
diversity.

Inclusive Language Policies

Organizations and educational institutions can adopt policies that explicitly protect individuals from
linguistic discrimination. This includes ensuring that hiring practices focus on skills and qualifications rather
than accent, providing language support without stigmatizing non-standard English speakers, and fostering
environments where diverse accents are embraced rather than corrected.

Language access services for immigrants and multilingual individuals should be enhanced, recognizing the
importance of communication without forcing assimilation into a single “standard” English.

Empowering Accented English Speakers

For individuals speaking English with an accent, empowerment comes from embracing one’s linguistic
identity while building confidence in communication skills. Language training programs that respect
cultural backgrounds and promote bilingualism or multilingualism can be highly beneficial.

Community organizations and advocacy groups also play a key role by providing support networks,
resources, and platforms to raise voices against accent discrimination.



Understanding the Cultural and Historical Context

To fully grasp why English with an accent language ideology persists in the United States, it’s important to
consider the historical and cultural factors at play. The U.S. has a long history of immigration, with waves
of people arriving from diverse linguistic backgrounds. However, periods of nativism and assimilationist
policies have emphasized the need to conform to “American” norms, including language.

English has been positioned as a marker of national identity, with “standard” English associated with power,
education, and belonging. This legacy influences contemporary attitudes, where deviation from the norm is
seen as a sign of “otherness.”

Understanding this context helps reveal that accent discrimination is not just about language but about
deeper issues of race, ethnicity, and social hierarchy.

The Role of Race and Ethnicity

Accent discrimination often intersects with racial and ethnic prejudice. For example, speakers with Spanish
accents may be targeted not only for their language but also for their perceived ethnicity. This
intersectionality means that efforts to address accent discrimination must also consider broader issues of
racial justice and equity.

Language as a Marker of Identity

For many, speaking English with an accent is a proud marker of cultural heritage and identity. Attempts to
erase or “correct” accents can feel like an erasure of self. Embracing linguistic diversity is therefore not just
about tolerance but about honoring the rich, multicultural fabric of American society.

---

The conversation around english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states
is ongoing and evolving. Recognizing the biases embedded in language attitudes is a crucial step toward
building a more equitable society where everyone’s voice—regardless of accent—is valued and respected.
By challenging stereotypes, reforming policies, and celebrating linguistic diversity, we can move toward a
future where accent is not a barrier but a bridge to understanding.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is language ideology in the context of English with an accent in the
United States?
Language ideology refers to the beliefs and attitudes people hold about language and its social meaning. In
the context of English with an accent in the United States, it involves perceptions about certain English
accents being 'correct' or 'standard' and others being 'non-standard' or inferior, which can influence social
interactions and power dynamics.

How does having an accent affect individuals in the United States socially
and professionally?
Individuals who speak English with an accent in the United States often face social and professional
discrimination, such as being perceived as less competent, trustworthy, or intelligent. This can lead to
limited job opportunities, social exclusion, and unequal treatment in various settings.

What are common stereotypes associated with English speakers who
have a non-native accent in the U.S.?
Common stereotypes include assumptions that non-native English speakers are less educated, less capable,
or less assimilated into American culture. These stereotypes contribute to prejudice and can negatively
impact individuals' self-esteem and opportunities.

How do language ideologies contribute to discrimination against accented
English speakers in the U.S.?
Language ideologies that valorize 'Standard American English' and stigmatize accented English reinforce
social hierarchies and justify discriminatory practices. They lead people to judge others based on how they
speak rather than their skills or qualifications, perpetuating inequality.

What role does education play in addressing language ideology and accent
discrimination in the U.S.?
Education can challenge negative language ideologies by promoting linguistic diversity, teaching about the
value of different English varieties, and encouraging respect for all accents. This can reduce accent-based
discrimination and foster more inclusive environments.



Are there any laws in the United States that protect individuals from
discrimination based on their accent?
Yes, under Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, discrimination based on national origin, which can
include accent discrimination if it affects employment, is prohibited. Employers must ensure that accent-
related biases do not lead to unfair treatment in hiring or workplace practices.

Additional Resources
English with an Accent Language Ideology and Discrimination in the United States

english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states has long shaped societal
attitudes, institutional policies, and individual experiences across the country. The ideology surrounding
English spoken with an accent—whether by immigrants, racial minorities, or non-native
speakers—intersects with issues of identity, power, and systemic discrimination. This phenomenon not only
affects social integration but also impacts employment opportunities, educational access, and broader cultural
inclusion. Understanding the complex dynamics of language ideology and accent-based discrimination is
essential to addressing equity challenges in the United States.

Understanding English with an Accent Language Ideology

Language ideology refers to the beliefs and attitudes that people hold about language and its social functions.
In the United States, English is often perceived not only as the dominant language but also as a marker of
cultural belonging and competence. Within this framework, English spoken with an accent—whether a
Spanish-influenced accent, Asian-accented English, or regional variations—can be stigmatized and viewed
as inferior or less legitimate.

This ideology is deeply intertwined with notions of “Standard English,” which is often implicitly linked to
whiteness, prestige, and socioeconomic status. Speakers who do not conform to this perceived standard
frequently face prejudice, reinforcing social hierarchies and marginalizing those who speak English
differently. The association of accent with intelligence, professionalism, and trustworthiness perpetuates
stereotypes that disadvantage speakers with accents in various domains.

Historical Context of Accent Discrimination

Accent-based discrimination in the United States has roots in immigration patterns, racial segregation, and
educational policies. During waves of immigration in the 19th and early 20th centuries, immigrants were
pressured to adopt American English without trace of their native accents to assimilate. Schools frequently



employed English-only instruction, and accents became a proxy for otherness.

The civil rights era exposed how language and accent discrimination were part of broader racial and ethnic
biases. For example, African American Vernacular English (AAVE) was often dismissed as “improper”
English, leading to educational and social disadvantages. Similarly, Latino and Asian communities have
faced systemic challenges due to accent stereotyping, impacting their economic opportunities.

Manifestations of Accent Discrimination in Contemporary
America

Accent discrimination today manifests in multiple arenas, from the workplace to education and public life.
Despite the country’s linguistic diversity, English with an accent often serves as a barrier to full social
inclusion.

Workplace Bias and Employment Challenges

Studies indicate that job applicants with accents frequently experience discrimination during hiring
processes. Research published by the American Psychological Association highlights that candidates with
non-native accents are rated lower on perceived competence and likability, affecting their chances of being
hired or promoted.

Employers may associate accents with a lack of professionalism or communication difficulties, even when
the linguistic competence is sufficient for the job. This bias can limit career advancement for millions of
workers, particularly immigrants and second-language English speakers.

Educational Inequities Linked to Language Ideology

In schools, students who speak English with an accent can be subject to lower teacher expectations and peer
prejudice. The U.S. Department of Education reports that English Language Learner (ELL) students, many
of whom speak with accents, often receive inadequate support, leading to achievement gaps.

Language ideology also influences curriculum design, where Standard English is prioritized at the expense
of linguistic diversity. This can marginalize students’ cultural identities and limit their academic
engagement. Furthermore, accent discrimination may discourage participation and hinder language
development.



Social and Cultural Impact

Beyond institutions, accent-based prejudice affects social integration and personal identity. People with
accents may be stereotyped as perpetual foreigners, regardless of citizenship or length of residence, which
fosters exclusion and psychological stress.

Media representation often reinforces these stereotypes by portraying accented English speakers in limited
or caricatured roles. This cultural portrayal shapes public perceptions and perpetuates stigmatization,
making it challenging for accent speakers to be fully accepted within mainstream society.

Addressing English with an Accent Language Ideology and
Discrimination

Efforts to confront accent discrimination require nuanced understanding and multi-faceted approaches that
challenge prevailing language ideologies.

Promoting Linguistic Diversity and Inclusion

Recognizing English with an accent as a legitimate and valuable form of communication is a critical step.
Educational programs and workplaces that embrace linguistic diversity can foster more inclusive
environments. For instance, accent awareness training for employers and educators helps reduce
unconscious bias.

Moreover, incorporating multicultural and multilingual perspectives into curricula validates students’
identities and broadens societal appreciation of language variation.

Legal Protections and Policy Considerations

While the Civil Rights Act of 1964 prohibits discrimination based on national origin, enforcement related to
accent bias remains inconsistent. Legal advocacy groups continue to push for clearer guidelines and
protections to address accent discrimination in employment and education.

Policies that promote English language learning without stigmatizing accents, alongside anti-discrimination
regulations, contribute to more equitable treatment of accent speakers.



Community Empowerment and Representation

Community organizations play a vital role in empowering individuals who speak English with an accent.
Providing platforms for diverse voices and stories helps counteract negative stereotypes and promotes social
cohesion.

Increased representation of accented English speakers in media, politics, and leadership positions also
challenges dominant language ideologies and broadens public acceptance.

Key Challenges and Considerations

Despite progress, several challenges complicate efforts to dismantle accent-based discrimination:

Implicit bias: Accent prejudice often operates subconsciously, making it difficult to identify and
address.

Standardization pressures: Societal demands for “neutral” English can discourage linguistic diversity.

Intersectionality: Accent discrimination frequently intersects with race, ethnicity, and immigration
status, compounding marginalization.

Resource disparities: Schools and employers may lack adequate resources for effective language
support and inclusion initiatives.

These factors underscore the importance of comprehensive strategies that engage multiple sectors and
stakeholders.

The ongoing discourse surrounding english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the
united states reveals a complex landscape where language intersects with identity, power, and social
justice. As the nation continues to diversify linguistically and culturally, addressing accent discrimination
becomes imperative for fostering a truly inclusive society. Recognizing the legitimacy of accented English
and dismantling associated prejudices are essential steps towards equity and mutual respect in an
increasingly interconnected America.



English With An Accent Language Ideology And
Discrimination In The United States

  english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states:
English with an Accent Rosina Lippi-Green, 1997 In English with an AccentRosina Lippi-Green
examines American attitudes towards language, exposing the way in which language is used to
maintain and perpetuate social structures.
  english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states:
English with an Accent Rosina Lippi-Green, 2012-03-15 Since its initial publication, English with an
Accent has provoked debate and controversy within classrooms through its in-depth scrutiny of
American attitudes towards language. Rosina Lippi-Green discusses the ways in which
discrimination based on accent functions to support and perpetuate social structures and unequal
power relations. This second edition has been reorganized and revised to include: new dedicated
chapters on Latino English and Asian American English discussion questions, further reading, and
suggested classroom exercises, updated examples from the classroom, the judicial system, the
media, and corporate culture a discussion of the long-term implications of the Ebonics debate a
brand-new companion website with a glossary of key terms and links to audio, video, and images
relevant to the each chapter's content. English with an Accent is essential reading for students with
interests in attitudes and discrimination towards language.
  english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states:
English with an Accent Rusty Barrett, Jennifer Cramer, Kevin B. McGowan, 2022-11-30 Since its
original publication in 1997, English with an Accent has inspired generations of scholars to
investigate linguistic discrimination, social categorization, social structures, and power. This new
edition is an attempt to retain the spirit of the original while enriching and expanding it to reflect
the greater understanding of linguistic discrimination that it has helped create. This third edition
has been substantially reworked to include: An updated concept of social categories, how they are
constructed in interaction, and how they can be invoked and perceived through linguistic cues or
language ideologies Refreshed accounts of the countless social and structural factors that go into
linguistic discrimination Expanded attention to specific linguistic structures, language groups, and
social domains that go beyond those provided in earlier editions New dedicated chapter on American
Sign Language and its history of discrimination QR codes linking to external media, stories, and
other forms of engagement beyond the text A revamped website with additional material English
with an Accent remains a book that forces us to acknowledge and understand the ways language is
used as an excuse for discrimination. The book will help readers to better understand issues of
cross-cultural communication, to develop strategies for successful interactions across social
difference, to recognize patterns of language that reflect implicit bias, and to gain awareness of how
mistaken beliefs about language create and nurture prejudice and discrimination.
  english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states:
Review of "English with an Accent: Language, Ideology, and Discrimination in the United States" by
Lippi-Green Laura Götz, 2017-06-19 Literature Review from the year 2016 in the subject American
Studies - Linguistics, grade: 1,3, University of Potsdam, course: English in the U.S., language:
English, abstract: This research paper is a review of Lippi-Green's book on American Accents. It
simultaneously covers geographical accents as well as social and cultral accents within the United
States. It finishes with a theoretical position and points of critique by the author.
  english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states:
Ebonics J. David Ramirez, 2005-01-01 This collection of papers, comments, and documents traces
the distant and recent history of the Ebonics debate in the USA. The book examines how, despite
increasing access to public education over the past century, schools continue to impose language
standards and expectations on children that methodically privileges some, while disadvantaging
others.

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-193/english-with-an-accent-language-ideology-and-discrimination-in-the-united-states.pdf
https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-193/english-with-an-accent-language-ideology-and-discrimination-in-the-united-states.pdf


  english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states: The
^AOxford Handbook of African American Language Sonja Lanehart, 2015-06-01 The goal of
The Oxford Handbook of African American Language is to provide readers with a wide range of
analyses of both traditional and contemporary work on language use in African American
communities in a broad collective.
  english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states:
Communication, Meaning and Misconceptions Karol Janicki, 2024-06-21 This book covers several
related topics anchored in the idea of how meaning is created. The central focus in the book is,
however, on how language awareness may help us communicate smoothly and solve social problems.
The book takes up language misconceptions and their social significance, and promotes the view
that regarding meaning (and language in general) as open and flexible, rather than closed and rigid,
may lead to critical thinking, innovation, and creativity. The book covers topics such as words and
things, words and emotions, fake news and hate speech, and it has been written in the form of short
informal dialogues to engage readers and make linguistic concepts accessible.
  english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states:
Language and Linguistic Diversity in the US Susan Tamasi, Lamont Antieau, 2014-12-02 This
highly engaging textbook presents a linguistic view of the history, society, and culture of the United
States. It discusses the many languages and forms of language that have been used in the US –
including standard and nonstandard forms of English, creoles, Native American languages, and
immigrant languages from across the globe – and shows how this distribution and diversity of
languages has helped shape and define America as well as an American identity. The volume
introduces the basic concepts of sociolinguistics and the politics of language through cohesive,
up-to-date and accessible coverage of such key topics as dialectal development and the role of
English as the majority language, controversies concerning language use in society, languages other
than English used in the US, and the policies that have directly or indirectly influenced language
use. These topics are presented in such a way that students can examine the inherent diversity of
the communicative systems used in the United States as both a form of cultural enrichment and as
the basis for socio-political conflict. The author team outlines the different viewpoints on
contemporary issues surrounding language in the US and contextualizes these issues within
linguistic facts, to help students think critically and formulate logical discussions. To provide
opportunities for further examination and debate, chapters are organized around key
misconceptions or questions (I don't have an accent or Immigrants don't want to learn English),
bringing them to the forefront for readers to address directly. Language and Linguistic Diversity in
the US is a fresh and unique take on a widely taught topic. It is ideal for students from a variety of
disciplines or with no prior knowledge of the field, and a useful text for introductory courses on
language in the US, American English, language variation, language ideology, and sociolinguistics.
  english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states:
English Language Ideologies in Korea Jinhyun Cho, 2017-07-27 This volume critically examines
the phenomenon of “English fever” in South Korea from both micro- and macro-perspectives.
Drawing on original research and rich illustrative examples, the book investigates two key questions:
why is English so popular in Korea, and why is there such a gap between the ‘dreams’ and ‘realities’
associated with English in Korea? These questions are explored through the eyes of English-Korean
translators and interpreters, who represent the professional group most intensely engaged in the
zeal for English language mastery. Macro-perspectives focus on historical factors leading to the rise
of English, with English-Korean translation and interpreting as a key theme. Micro-perspectives
explore the dreams that individuals attach to English and the ways in which they imagine it can
transform their lives, and contrast these dreams with the stark realities felt on the ground. The gaps
between these dreams and realities are explored from various angles, which include
commodification, gender and neoliberalism. The book thus offers fresh insights on how the
phenomenon of “English fever” has been created, reproduced, and sustained from both historical
and contemporary viewpoints. From the reviews: This is an important study of how English is



experienced in one country, Korea. A very insightful analysis of the interlocking of historical factors
influencing the status of English, and the interlocking significance of class, gender, aesthetics,
myth-making, and the role of the media and competitive commodification. The study is based on
competent use of relevant theoretical approaches, solid fieldwork, and a personal capacity to draw
complex threads together. It demonstrates how language policy can be analysed in a stimulating way
that has major importance beyond the borders of Korea. Language ideologies are brought to life
effectively. Robert Phillipson, Emeritus Professor, Copenhagen Business School, Denmark
  english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states: Race
and the Rise of Standard American Thomas Paul Bonfiglio, 2002 This study examines the effect of
race-consciousness upon the pronunciation of American English and upon the ideology of
standardization in the twentieth century. It shows how the discourses of prescriptivist
pronunciation, the xenophobic reaction against immigration to the eastern metropolises- especially
New York - and the closing of the western frontier together constructed an image of the American
West and Midwest as the locus of proper speech and ethnicity. This study is of interest to scholars
and students in linguistics, American studies, cultural studies, Jewish studies, and studies in race,
class, and gender.
  english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states: The
Cambridge Handbook of Language Standardization Wendy Ayres-Bennett, John Bellamy, 2021-07-22
Language standardization is the process by which conventional forms of a language are established
and maintained. Bringing together internationally renowned experts, this Handbook provides a
comprehensive overview of standardization, norms and standard languages. Chapters are grouped
into five thematic areas: models and theories of standardization, questions of authority and
legitimacy, literacy and education, borders and boundaries, and standardization in Late Modernity.
Each chapter addresses a specific issue in detail, illustrating it with linguistic case studies and
taking into account the particular political, social and cultural context. Showcasing cutting-edge
research, it offers fresh perspectives that go beyond traditional accounts of the standardization of
national European languages, and affords new insights into minoritized, indigenous and stateless
languages. Surveying a wide range of languages and approaches, this Handbook is an essential
resource for all those interested in language standards and standard languages.
  english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states: New
Perspectives on Language Variety in the South Michael D. Picone, Catherine Evans Davies,
2015-03-15 An outgrowth of the Language Variety in the South III symposium, New Perspectives on
Language Variety in the South: Historical and Contemporary Approaches comprises forty-five
original essays on a range of topics regarding the languages and dialects of the American South.
Book jacket.
  english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states:
Second Language Pronunciation Assessment Talia Isaacs, Pavel Trofimovich, 2016-12-22 This
book is open access under a CC BY licence. It spans the areas of assessment, second language
acquisition (SLA) and pronunciation and examines topical issues and challenges that relate to formal
and informal assessments of second language (L2) speech in classroom, research and real-world
contexts. It showcases insights from assessing other skills (e.g. listening and writing) and highlights
perspectives from research in speech sciences, SLA, psycholinguistics and sociolinguistics, including
lingua franca communication, with concrete implications for pronunciation assessment. This
collection will help to establish commonalities across research areas and facilitate greater consensus
about key issues, terminology and best practice in L2 pronunciation research and assessment. Due
to its interdisciplinary nature, this book will appeal to a mixed audience of researchers, graduate
students, teacher-educators and exam board staff with varying levels of expertise in pronunciation
and assessment and wide-ranging interests in applied linguistics.
  english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states:
Legacies of Colonial English Raymond Hickey, 2005-02-24 As a result of colonization, many varieties
of English now exist around the world. Originally published in 2005, Legacies of Colonial English



brings together a team of internationally renowned scholars to discuss the role of British dialects in
both the genesis and subsequent history of postcolonial Englishes. Considering the input of Scottish,
English and Irish dialects, they closely examine a wide range of Englishes - including those in North
and South America, South Africa, Asia, Australia and New Zealand - and explain why many of them
still reflect non-standard British usage from the distant past. Complete with a checklist of dialect
features, a detailed glossary and set of general references on the topic of postcolonial Englishes, this
book will be an invaluable source to scholars and students of English language and linguistics,
particularly those interested in sociolinguistics, historical linguistics and dialectology.
  english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states:
English as a Lingua Franca in Latin American Education Sonia Morán Panero, Maritza M.
Martínez-Sánchez, Gloria J. Ronzón-Montiel, 2024-10-21 ELF researchers have been describing the
dynamic and fluid ways in which multilingual speakers shape English in transcultural
communication for more than two decades now. While this work seriously challenges traditional,
static, and prejudiced views of English, the diverse and variable nature of its uses and users
continues to be undermined in many EFL programs around the world. This is also the case in many
Latin American contexts, which have been described as fertile ground for native-speaker ideology,
but where the body of ELF literature is still scarce when compared to Asian and European settings.
This book is the first to bring together a series of empirical studies on the implications of ELF
perspectives for communicative, educational, and policy-making practices across different Latin
American countries. It not only explores how ELF perspectives can inform students and educators in
these settings, but also how locally emerging voices, experiences, and research traditions can help
expand ELF theorising as well. The volume generates new opportunities for dialogue and global
collaboration between researchers and practitioners interested in ELF studies as a critical approach
to English language use and education.
  english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states:
Understanding English Language Variation in U.S. Schools Anne H. Charity Hudley, Christine
Mallinson, 2015-04-26 In today’s culturally diverse classrooms, students possess and use many
culturally, ethnically, and regionally diverse English language varieties that may differ from
standardized English. This book helps classroom teachers become attuned to these differences and
offers practical strategies to support student achievement while fostering positive language
attitudes in classrooms and beyond. The text contrasts standardized varieties of English with
Southern, Appalachian, and African American English varieties, focusing on issues that are of
everyday concern to those who are assessing the linguistic competence of students. Featuring a
narrative style with teaching strategies and discussion questions, this practical resource: Provides a
clear, introductory explanation of what is meant by non-standard English, from both linguistic and
educational viewpoints. Emphasizes what educators needs to know about language variation in and
outside of the classroom. Addresses the social factors accompanying English language variation and
how those factors interact in real classrooms. “A landmark book. . . . It guides linguists and
educators as we all work to apply our knowledge on behalf of those for whom it matters most:
students.” —From the Afterword by Walt Wolfram, North Carolina State University “In the ongoing
debate about language we typically hear arguments about what students say and/or how they say it.
Finally, a volume that takes on the ‘elephant in the parlor’—WHO is saying it. By laying bare the
complicated issues of race, culture, region, and ethnicity, Charity Hudley and Mallinson provide a
scholarly significant and practically relevant text for scholars and practitioners alike. This is bound
to be an important contribution to the literature.” —Gloria Ladson-Billings, University of
Wisconsin–Madison “An invaluable guide for teachers, graduate students, and all lovers of language.
The authors provide a comprehensive and fascinating account of Southern and African American
English, showing how it differs from standardized English, how those differences affect children in
the classroom, and how teachers can use these insights to better serve their students.” —Deborah
Tannen, University Professor and professor of linguistics, Georgetown University</p
  english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states:



Introducing English Studies Tonya Krouse, Tamara F. O'Callaghan, 2020-01-09 From literary studies
to digital humanities, Introducing English Studies is a complete introduction to the many fields and
sub-disciplines of English studies for majors starting out in the subject for the first time. The book
covers topics including: · history of English language and linguistics · literature and literary criticism
· cinema and new media Studies · composition and rhetoric · creative and professional writing ·
critical theory · digital humanities The book is organized around the central questions of the field
and includes case studies demonstrating how assignments might be approached, as well as
annotated guides to further reading to support more in-depth study. A glossary of key critical terms
helps readers locate essential definitions quickly when studying and writing and revising essays. A
supporting companion website also offers sample assignments and activities, examples of student
writing, career guidance and weblinks.
  english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states:
Sociocultural and Historical Contexts of African American English Sonja L. Lanehart, 2001-01-01
This volume, based on presentations at a 1998 state of the art conference at the University of
Georgia, critically examines African American English (AAE) socially, culturally, historically, and
educationally. It explores the relationship between AAE and other varieties of English (namely
Southern White Vernaculars, Gullah, and Caribbean English creoles), language use in the African
American community (e.g., Hip Hop, women's language, and directness), and application of our
knowledge about AAE to issues in education (e.g., improving overall academic success). To its credit
(since most books avoid the issue), the volume also seeks to define the term 'AAE' and challenge
researchers to address the complexity of defining a language and its speakers. The volume
collectively tries to help readers better understand language use in the African American community
and how that understanding benefits all who value language variation and the knowledge such study
brings to our society.
  english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states:
Language in the USA Edward Finegan, John R. Rickford, 2004-06-24 Publisher Description
  english with an accent language ideology and discrimination in the united states:
Spanish and English in U.S. Service Encounters Laura Callahan, 2009-02-16 Service encounters
involve communication between strangers. Communication - or, at times, miscommunication -
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