days of the french revolution

**Days of the French Revolution: A Journey Through the Defining Moments**

Days of the French Revolution mark some of the most turbulent and transformative periods in
modern history. These days weren't just dates on a calendar; they were powerful turning points that
reshaped France and influenced the entire world. When we talk about the days of the French
Revolution, we're diving into an era filled with passion, upheaval, courage, and radical change.
Understanding these key moments provides a clearer picture of how the revolution unfolded and
why it still resonates today.

The Dawn of the French Revolution: Setting the Stage

Before examining the pivotal days, it’s important to grasp the context that led to the explosion of
revolutionary fervor. The late 18th century in France was marked by widespread dissatisfaction. The
monarchy under Louis XVI faced mounting financial crises, social inequality, and increasing calls for
reform. The Estates-General convened in 1789, a rare event that brought representatives from the
three estates — clergy, nobility, and commoners — together, but it also set the stage for
confrontation.

The Tennis Court Oath: A Symbolic Start

One of the earliest critical days of the French Revolution was June 20, 1789. After being locked out
of their usual meeting place, the Third Estate representatives gathered in a nearby indoor tennis
court and took the famous Tennis Court Oath. They vowed not to separate until they had drafted a
new constitution for France. This day symbolized the unity and determination of the common people
to challenge the established order and seek democratic reforms.

Key Days of the French Revolution That Changed the
Course of History

The revolution is dotted with numerous significant days that highlight its progression from a political
upheaval to a radical social transformation.

Storming of the Bastille - July 14, 1789

Perhaps the most iconic day of the revolution, the storming of the Bastille, has come to represent the
people's uprising against tyranny. The Bastille, a medieval fortress and prison in Paris, was seen as a
symbol of royal oppression. On July 14, 1789, an angry crowd attacked the fortress, seeking weapons
and ammunition. The fall of the Bastille sent shockwaves through France and signaled that the
revolution was not just a political debate but a popular movement with real power.



The Great Fear and the August Decrees

Following the Bastille’s fall, the summer of 1789 was rife with panic and unrest, a period known as
the Great Fear. Rumors of aristocratic plots to crush the revolution led peasants to rise in revolt. In
response, the National Assembly passed the August Decrees on August 4, 1789, abolishing feudal
privileges and setting the stage for equality before the law. These days reflect how the revolution
rapidly escalated from urban protests to rural transformation.

The Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen -
August 26, 1789

One of the most celebrated days in the French Revolution is August 26, 1789, when the National
Assembly adopted the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen. This document laid out
fundamental principles of liberty, equality, and fraternity, asserting that all men are born free and
equal in rights. It became a cornerstone of modern human rights and a beacon for democratic
movements worldwide.

The Radical Phase: Days of Intense Conflict and
Change

As the revolution progressed, tensions escalated. The monarchy’s position weakened, and
revolutionary leaders became increasingly radical.

The Women’s March on Versailles - October 5, 1789

One of the most dramatic days was the Women’s March on Versailles. Thousands of Parisian women,
frustrated by food shortages and high bread prices, marched 12 miles to the royal palace at
Versailles. They demanded that the king and his family return to Paris, effectively placing the
monarchy under the watchful eyes of the revolutionaries. This event underscored the growing power
of ordinary citizens in shaping political outcomes.

Flight to Varennes - June 20-21, 1791

King Louis XVI's failed attempt to escape Paris on these days marked a turning point. His capture at
Varennes shattered any remaining trust between the monarchy and the people, accelerating the
push for a republic. The king’s flight exposed his reluctance to embrace the revolution’s ideals and
fueled republican sentiments.



The September Massacres - September 1792

During this dark chapter, fears of foreign invasion and internal betrayal led to violent killings of
prisoners in Paris. The September Massacres reflected the chaotic and dangerous atmosphere of
revolutionary France. These days illustrated how fear and suspicion could spiral into brutal actions,
signaling the revolution’s increasingly radical and violent nature.

Reign of Terror: Days Marked by Fear and Execution

Perhaps the most infamous period of the French Revolution is the Reign of Terror, a time when
suspicion and political purges dominated daily life.

Execution of Louis XVI - January 21, 1793

The execution of the former king by guillotine was a historic day that symbolized the end of
monarchy in France. This act sent shockwaves across Europe and confirmed the revolution’s
irreversible path toward radical republicanism.

The Law of Suspects and the Height of the Terror

During 1793 and 1794, under the Committee of Public Safety led by Robespierre, thousands were
arrested and executed on suspicion of being enemies of the revolution. The Law of Suspects, passed
in September 1793, widened the criteria for arrest, creating a climate of fear. Days were marked by
swift trials and grim executions, altering the social fabric of Paris and beyond.

Fall of Robespierre - July 28, 1794 (9 Thermidor)

This day ended the Reign of Terror. Robespierre’s arrest and execution by guillotine marked the fall
of the most radical revolutionary leader and a shift toward more moderate governance. The
Thermidorian Reaction led to the relaxation of extreme policies and eventually paved the way for the
rise of Napoleon Bonaparte.

Legacy of the Days of the French Revolution

The days of the French Revolution are more than just historical footnotes; they represent the
struggle for justice, equality, and democratic governance. Each significant event—from the Tennis
Court Oath to the fall of Robespierre—offers invaluable insights into the complexities of
revolutionary change. For students and enthusiasts alike, understanding these days helps illuminate
how revolutions can challenge entrenched systems and inspire new political ideals.



As you explore these transformative moments, it’s fascinating to see how the spirit of the French
Revolution continues to influence modern political thought and movements. Whether you're visiting
Paris or studying history, reflecting on these days encourages a deeper appreciation of the power of
collective action and the quest for human rights.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the key 'days' of the French Revolution?

The key 'days' of the French Revolution include significant events such as the Storming of the
Bastille on July 14, 1789, the Women's March on Versailles on October 5, 1789, the Flight to
Varennes on June 20-21, 1791, and the Storming of the Tuileries on August 10, 1792.

Why is July 14, 1789, an important day in the French
Revolution?

July 14, 1789, is important because it marks the Storming of the Bastille, a symbolic act of revolution
where Parisians attacked the royal fortress-prison, signaling the start of widespread revolution
against the monarchy.

What happened during the Women's March on Versailles in
1789?

On October 5, 1789, thousands of women marched from Paris to the Palace of Versailles to protest
bread shortages and demand political reforms. They forced King Louis XVI and his family to move to
Paris, making the monarchy more accountable to the revolutionaries.

What was the significance of the Flight to Varennes in 1791?

The Flight to Varennes was King Louis XVI's failed attempt to escape Paris and rally counter-
revolutionary forces. Its failure led to a loss of trust in the king and increased support for the
abolition of the monarchy.

What occurred on August 10, 1792, during the French
Revolution?

On August 10, 1792, revolutionaries stormed the Tuileries Palace, leading to the suspension of King
Louis XVI and the eventual abolition of the monarchy. This marked a radical phase in the revolution.

How did the 'Days of the French Revolution' impact the course
of European history?

The days of the French Revolution set a precedent for popular uprisings against absolute monarchy,
inspired democratic ideals, and led to widespread political and social changes across Europe,
influencing future revolutions.



Are there any commemorations or celebrations related to the
key days of the French Revolution?

Yes, Bastille Day on July 14 is a national holiday in France commemorating the Storming of the
Bastille, celebrated with parades, fireworks, and public events symbolizing French unity and liberty.

Additional Resources

Days of the French Revolution: A Detailed Examination of Pivotal Moments

Days of the French Revolution are often marked as turning points that shaped not only the course
of French history but also the trajectory of modern democratic ideals worldwide. The revolution,
spanning from 1789 to 1799, is characterized by a series of dramatic and symbolic days which
encapsulated the tensions, upheavals, and transformative aspirations of the era. Understanding
these specific days provides a clearer lens through which historians and political analysts interpret
the complex socio-political changes that dismantled the Ancien Régime and laid the groundwork for
contemporary political thought.

Key Days of the French Revolution and Their Historical
Significance

The French Revolution was not a monolithic event but a sequence of critical days that each
contributed uniquely to the collapse of monarchy, the rise of republicanism, and the redefinition of
citizenship and rights. Among these, several stand out for their profound impact and symbolic
resonance.

Storming of the Bastille - July 14, 1789

Arguably the most emblematic day of the revolution, the storming of the Bastille represented a
dramatic assertion of popular power. The Bastille, a medieval fortress and prison in Paris, was
perceived as a symbol of royal tyranny and arbitrary power. The event marked the beginning of
widespread insurrection and is often celebrated as the birth of the French Republic. This day
galvanized revolutionary fervor and underscored the power of collective action against oppressive
structures.

The Tennis Court Oath - June 20, 1789

Just weeks before the Bastille’s fall, the Tennis Court Oath was a defining moment in the days of the
French Revolution. Members of the Third Estate, locked out of the Estates-General meeting,
convened on a tennis court and vowed not to disband until they had drafted a new constitution. This
act symbolized the shift from absolute monarchy to constitutional governance, highlighting the
growing demand for political representation and equality.



The Women's March on Versailles - October 5, 1789

Often overshadowed by other events, the Women’s March on Versailles was a critical day that
illustrated the revolution’s social dimensions. Thousands of Parisian women, driven by bread
shortages and economic distress, marched to the royal palace demanding action. This event forced
King Louis XVI and his family to move to Paris, effectively placing the monarchy under direct public
scrutiny and accelerating the decline of royal authority.

Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen - August 26,
1789

This day marks the adoption of one of the revolution’s most influential documents. The Declaration
articulated fundamental human rights and the principles of liberty, equality, and fraternity. It
became a cornerstone for future democratic documents worldwide and underscored the ideological
foundations of the revolution.

September Massacres - September 2-7, 1792

The September Massacres were a dark and violent episode during the revolution, reflecting the
intense paranoia and factionalism that characterized the radical phase. Over a thousand prisoners
were killed in Paris, driven by fears of foreign invasion and internal betrayal. These days exposed the
revolution’s capacity for brutality and foreshadowed the Reign of Terror.

Execution of Louis XVI - January 21, 1793

The execution of the king was a watershed moment in the days of the French Revolution. It marked
the definitive end of monarchy and the assertion of republican power. The regicide shocked Europe
and intensified internal conflicts, setting the stage for the revolution’s most tumultuous and violent
years.

Analyzing the Impact of Revolutionary Days on French
Society and Politics

The days of the French Revolution were not isolated incidents but interconnected events that
collectively dismantled centuries-old institutions. Each significant day contributed layers of political,
social, and ideological transformation.

From Monarchy to Republic: The Political Shift



The sequence of revolutionary days reveals a clear trajectory from absolute monarchy to
constitutional monarchy, and eventually to a republic. The Tennis Court Oath and the Declaration of
the Rights of Man and Citizen laid intellectual groundwork, while the storming of the Bastille and
the execution of Louis XVI demonstrated the practical overthrow of royal power. These days
collectively illustrate the evolution of governance models, reflecting broader Enlightenment ideals.

Social Mobilization and Popular Participation

One notable feature of the French Revolution was the active involvement of various social groups.
The Women's March on Versailles exemplifies how economic grievances translated into political
action, highlighting the revolution’s grassroots dimension. Such days underscore the revolution as
not merely an elite political coup but a popular upheaval with widespread social participation.

Violence and Radicalization

While many days symbolize progress and liberty, others reveal the revolution’s darker aspects. The
September Massacres and the Reign of Terror periods underscore how revolutionary zeal can
devolve into extremism and violence. These days reveal the fragility of revolutionary ideals when
confronted with internal dissent and external threats.

Comparisons and Legacy of the Days of the French
Revolution

The days of the French Revolution have been compared to key moments in other revolutionary
movements around the world. The storming of the Bastille, for example, parallels events like the
Boston Tea Party in the American Revolution as symbolic acts of defiance against authoritarian rule.
The Declaration of the Rights of Man and Citizen influenced numerous subsequent declarations of
rights and democratic constitutions, making these days not only pivotal in French history but also
globally significant.

Moreover, the revolution’s unfolding over distinct days rather than a singular event offers a case
study in how revolutions can be processes rather than instantaneous upheavals. This pattern is

relevant when analyzing modern social movements that rely on sustained action and symbolic
milestones.

Pros and Cons of Revolutionary Days as Historical Markers

e Pros: Highlighting specific days helps focus historical narratives and educates the public
about key turning points. It aids in commemorating collective memory and national identity.

¢ Cons: Overemphasis on particular days may oversimplify complex social processes and



marginalize less dramatic but equally important developments.

In analyzing the days of the French Revolution, it is critical to balance the symbolic power of these
moments with the broader context of gradual political and social change.

Conclusion: The Enduring Relevance of the Days of the
French Revolution

The days of the French Revolution continue to resonate because they encapsulate the struggle for
democratic rights, social justice, and political transformation. Each pivotal day—from the Tennis
Court Oath to the storming of the Bastille, to the execution of Louis XVI—represents a facet of the
revolution’s complex narrative. These days are not only historical markers but serve as enduring
symbols of the power of collective action and the challenges inherent in societal change. Their study
remains indispensable for understanding the dynamics of revolution and the ongoing quest for
liberty and equality in modern societies.
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days of the french revolution: The Days of the French Revolution Christopher Hibbert,
1981

days of the french revolution: Encyclopedia of the Age of Political Revolutions and New
Ideologies, 1760-1815 Gregory Fremont-Barnes, 2007-09-30 By giving rise to new ideologies that
in time transformed the political structure of much of the world, the American and French
Revolutions stand as two of the most important political events in global history. The American
establishment of a Republican government, and the gradual expansion of democracy that ensued,
altered traditional political and social thought, thus shaping the later French Revolution and
creating the core ethic of later American political values. The Enlightenment ideals of the French
Revolution, as later spread by the armies of Napoleon, dissolved most traditional European notions
of political authority. This encyclopedia offers current, detailed information on the people, events,
movements, and ideas that defined the revolutions in France and America, as well as in other parts
of the world during the late eighteenth-century Age of Revolutions. Besides numerous entries on
various countries of Europe whose histories were affected by the French Revolution, such as Austria,
Belgium, Germany, Poland, and Russia, the many entries covering the people, events, groups, and
ideologies of Revolutionary and Napoleonic France include the following: Civil Constitution of the
Clergy, Georges Jacques Danton, The Directory, Guillotine, Josephine, Empress of France, Law of
Suspects, The Mountain, Prairial Insurrection, Tennis Court Oath, White Terror. Besides various
entries covering American colonies/states, such as Maryland, New Jersey, North Carolina, and
Virginia, the numerous entries covering the figures, events, and ideologies of the American
Revolution and Early Federal Period of the United States include the following: Abigail Adams,
Boston Massacre, Constitutional Convention, William Franklin, Lexington and Concord, Actions at
Loyalists, Massachusetts Government Act, Edmund Randolph, Signers of the Declaration of
Independence. Finally, the encyclopedia offers various entries covering important revolutionary
figures and movements that were active in other parts of the world during the period 1760-1815,
including the following: Simon Bolivar, Dutch Revolutions, Haitian Revolution, Hispaniola, Latin
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American Revolutions, Mexican Revolution, Pugachev Rebellion, Toussaint I'Ouverture. Besides over
450 clearly written and highly informative entries, the encyclopedia also includes primary
documents, a chronology, an extensive introductory essay, a bibliography, a guide to related topics,
and a series of useful maps.

days of the french revolution: 1789: Twelve Authors Explore a Year of Rebellion, Revolution,
and Change Marc Aronson, Susan Campbell Bartoletti, 2020-09-01 The acclaimed team that brought
us 1968 turns to another year that shook the world with a collection of nonfiction writings by
renowned young-adult authors. “The Rights of Man.” What does that mean? In 1789 that question
rippled all around the world. Do all men have rights—not just nobles and kings? What then of
enslaved people, women, the original inhabitants of the Americas? In the new United States a bill of
rights was passed, while in France the nation tumbled toward revolution. In the Caribbean
preachers brought word of equality, while in the South Pacific sailors mutinied. New knowledge was
exploding, with mathematicians and scientists rewriting the history of the planet and the digits of pi.
Lauded anthology editors Marc Aronson and Susan Campbell Bartoletti, along with ten
award-winning nonfiction authors, explore a tumultuous year when rights and freedoms collided
with enslavement and domination, and the future of humanity seemed to be at stake. Some events
and actors are familiar: Thomas Jefferson and James Madison, Marie Antoinette and the Marquis de
Lafayette. Others may be less so: the eloquent former slave Olaudah Equiano, the Seneca memoirist
Mary Jemison, the fishwives of Paris, the mathematician Jurij Vega, and the painter Elisabeth Vigée
Le Brun. But every chapter brings fresh perspectives on the debates of the time, inviting readers to
experience the passions of the past and ask new questions of today. Featuring contributors: Amy
Alznauer Marc Aronson Susan Campbell Bartoletti Summer Edward Karen Engelmann Joyce Hansen
Cynthia and Sanford Levinson Steve Sheinkin Tanya Lee Stone Christopher Turner Sally M. Walker

days of the french revolution: Education pamphlets , 1896

days of the french revolution: Our Day in the Light of Prophecy William Ambrose Spicer, 1918

days of the french revolution: For Liberty and Glory: Washington, Lafayette, and Their
Revolutions James R. Gaines, 2008-09-17 Gaines has a deft understanding of the
Washington-Lafayette relationship ... [and] a knack for wielding substantial research with
aplomb.—San Francisco Chronicle This book tells the story of the French and American Revolutions
in a single, thrilling narrative that shows just how deeply intertwined they actually were. Their
leaders were often seen as father and son, but the relationship of George Washington and the
Marquis de Lafayette, while close, was every bit as complex as the long, fraught history of the
French-American alliance, of which they were also the founding fathers.

days of the french revolution: Pamphlets on October Days (1789) of the French
Revolution , 1789

days of the french revolution: Finding List of Books Except Fiction in the Public Library
of the City of Dener with Author and Subject Indexes Denver Public Library, 1903

days of the french revolution: Our Day William Ambrose Spicer, 2019-12-05 In Our Day,
William Ambrose Spicer presents a compelling exploration of the intersections between faith,
modernity, and societal challenges facing the early 20th century. Spicer's eloquent prose weaves
together theological insights and practical reflections, inviting readers to consider the implications
of their beliefs in a rapidly changing world. The book is characterized by its thoughtful engagement
with contemporary issues of the time, providing a thorough examination of the Christian experience
within the context of a burgeoning secular society. Through a series of essays, Spicer emphasizes
the pivotal role of faith in navigating the complexities of modern life, making his work a staple in
Christian literary discourse. William Ambrose Spicer, a prominent figure within the Seventh-day
Adventist Church, served as its General Conference president and was a leading advocate for
religious education. His rich background in theology, combined with a deep commitment to social
justice and community involvement, propelled him to address the pressing concerns of his era.
Spicer's firsthand experiences with ecclesiastical challenges and his dedication to harmonizing faith
with contemporary issues uniquely informed his writing in Our Day. Readers seeking profound



insights into the relationship between spiritual conviction and the currents of modernity will find
Our Day to be an essential guide. Spicer's grounded approach encourages contemplation and
dialogue, making this book an indispensable resource for anyone grappling with the complexities of
faith in today's world. Its relevance persists, urging both historical reflection and current
application. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading
experience: - Hand-picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. -
Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an
effortless, more informed read.

days of the french revolution: French Revolution in 1848. The three days of February 1848
Percy Bolingbroke SAINT JOHN, 1848

days of the french revolution: The Curse of the Marquis de Sade Joel Warner, 2023-02-21
NEW YORK TIMES EDITORS’ CHOICE ¢ The captivating, deeply reported true story of how one of
the most notorious novels ever written—Marquis de Sade’s 120 Days of Sodom—landed at the heart
of one of the biggest scams in modern literary history. “Reading The Curse of the Marquis de Sade,
with the Marquis, the sabotage of rare manuscript sales, and a massive Ponzi scheme at its center,
felt like a twisty waterslide shooting through a sleazy and bizarre landscape. This book is
wild.”—Adam McKay, Academy Award-winning filmmaker Described as both “one of the most
important novels ever written” and “the gospel of evil,” 120 Days of Sodom was written by the
Marquis de Sade, a notorious eighteenth-century aristocrat who waged a campaign of mayhem and
debauchery across France, evaded execution, and inspired the word “sadism,” which came to mean
receiving pleasure from pain. Despite all his crimes, Sade considered this work to be his greatest
transgression. The original manuscript of 120 Days of Sodom, a tiny scroll penned in the bowels of
the Bastille in Paris, would embark on a centuries-spanning odyssey across Europe, passing from
nineteenth-century banned book collectors to pioneering sex researchers to avant-garde artists
before being hidden away from Nazi book burnings. In 2014, the world heralded its return to France
when the scroll was purchased for millions by Gérard Lhéritier, the self-made son of a plumber who
had used his savvy business skills to upend France’s renowned rare-book market. But the sale
opened the door to vendettas by the government, feuds among antiquarian booksellers, manuscript
sales derailed by sabotage, a record-breaking lottery jackpot, and allegations of a decade-long
billion-euro con, the specifics of which, if true, would make the scroll part of France’s largest-ever
Ponzi scheme. Told with gripping reporting and flush with deceit and scandal, The Curse of the
Marquis de Sade weaves together the sweeping odyssey of 120 Days of Sodom and the spectacular
rise and fall of Lhéritier, once the “king of manuscripts” and now known to many as the Bernie
Madoff of France. At its center is an urgent question for all those who cherish the written word: As
the age of handwriting comes to an end, what do we owe the original texts left behind?

days of the french revolution: Proletarian Days Hippolyte Havel, 2018-09-25 The first
collection of writings by Hippolyte Havel, a figure at the center of New York's turn-of-the-century
political and artistic circles. A prolific writer and tireless activist, Havel (1871-1950) contributed
dozens of articles, essays, and reviews to anarchist periodicals, including Emma Goldman's Mother
Earth. His influence on several writers, artists, and intellectuals (e.g., Eugene O'Neill, Joseph
Stieglitz, Sadakichi Hartmann, etc.) helped shape American modernism. Proletarian Days renews his
legacy and demonstrates his influence on international revolutionary politics, the development of
modern art and literature, and the culture of twentieth-century America. Featuring an introduction
by historian Barry Pateman.

days of the french revolution: French Revolution in 1848 Percy Bolingbroke St. John, 1848

days of the french revolution: Understanding Terrorism and Political Violence Dipak K.
Gupta, 2008-03-25 This book explains the lifecycle of terrorist organizations from an innovative
theoretical perspective, combining economics with social psychology. It provides a new approach to
understanding human behaviour in organized society, and then uses this to analyze the forces
shaping the lifecycle of violent political movements. Economic and rational-choice theorists assume
that human beings are motivated only by self-utility, yet terrorism is ultimately an altruistic act in



the eyes of its participants. This book highlights the importance of the desire to belong to a group as
a motivating factor, and argues that all of us face an eternal trade-off between selfishness and
community concern. This hypothesis is explored through four key groups; the IRA in Northern
Ireland, Al Qaeda, Hamas, and the Naxalites in India. Through this, the book analyzes the birth,
growth, transformation and demise of violent political movements, and ends with an analysis of the
conditions which determine the outcome of the war against terrorism. Understanding Terrorism and
Political Violence will be essential reading for advanced students of terrorism studies and political
science, and of great interest to students of social psychology and sociology.

days of the french revolution: French Revolution of 1848 Percy Bolingbroke St. John, 1848

days of the french revolution: History of the wars resulting from the Frenchrevolution. To
which is added, an appendix Edward Seymour (of the Inner temple.), 1815

days of the french revolution: Catalogue, July, 1904 , 1904

days of the french revolution: New Outlook , 1917

days of the french revolution: Outlook Alfred Emanuel Smith, Francis Walton, 1917

days of the french revolution: The Fate of the Day Rick Atkinson, 2025-04-29 In the second
volume of the landmark American Revolution trilogy by the Pulitzer Prize-winning and #1 New York
Times bestselling author of The British Are Coming, George Washington’s army fights on the knife
edge between victory and defeat. The first twenty-one months of the American Revolution—which
began at Lexington and ended at Princeton—was the story of a ragged group of militiamen and
soldiers fighting to forge a new nation. By the winter of 1777, the exhausted Continental Army could
claim only that it had barely escaped annihilation by the world’s most formidable fighting force. Two
years into the war, George III is as determined as ever to bring his rebellious colonies to heel. But
the king’s task is now far more complicated: fighting a determined enemy on the other side of the
Atlantic has become ruinously expensive, and spies tell him that the French and Spanish are
threatening to join forces with the Americans. Prize-winning historian Rick Atkinson provides a
riveting narrative covering the middle years of the Revolution. Stationed in Paris, Benjamin Franklin
woos the French; in Pennsylvania, George Washington pleads with Congress to deliver the money,
men, and materiel he needs to continue the fight. In New York, General William Howe, the
commander of the greatest army the British have ever sent overseas, plans a new campaign against
the Americans—even as he is no longer certain that he can win this searing, bloody war. The months
and years that follow bring epic battles at Brandywine, Saratoga, Monmouth, and Charleston, a
winter of misery at Valley Forge, and yet more appeals for sacrifice by every American committed to
the struggle for freedom. Timed to coincide with the 250th anniversary of the beginning of the
Revolution, Atkinson’s brilliant account of the lethal conflict between the Americans and the British
offers not only deeply researched and spectacularly dramatic history, but also a new perspective on
the demands that a democracy makes on its citizens.
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