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armed struggle the history of the ira is a complex and deeply woven narrative that spans over a
century of Irish political unrest, conflict, and the drive for national self-determination. To understand
the full scope of the Irish Republican Army's (IRA) armed campaign, it’s essential to dive into the
socio-political contexts that gave rise to its militant activities and how these shaped modern Irish
history. Whether you're a history enthusiast, a student, or someone curious about Northern Ireland's
Troubles, this exploration sheds light on one of the most significant armed struggles in recent
European history.

The Origins of the IRA and Early Armed Resistance

The roots of the IRA can be traced back to the early 20th century, emerging from a backdrop of
British rule in Ireland and the aspiration for Irish independence. The Irish Volunteers, founded in
1913, laid the groundwork for what would eventually become the IRA. Their initial aim was to secure
Ireland’s autonomy, but the landscape shifted dramatically with the outbreak of World War I and the
subsequent Easter Rising of 1916.

The Easter Rising and the Birth of Revolutionary Militancy

The Easter Rising was a pivotal moment in Irish history. A small group of Irish republicans staged an
armed insurrection in Dublin, declaring an independent Irish Republic. Though the uprising was
suppressed within a week, it galvanized nationalist sentiment across Ireland. The British
government’s harsh response, including the execution of Rising leaders, fueled widespread
resentment and sympathy for the cause.

Following the Rising, the Irish Volunteers reorganized and renamed themselves the Irish Republican
Army. This transformation marked the beginning of a more structured and militant approach to
achieving Irish independence.

The War of Independence (1919-1921)

The period following the Easter Rising saw the Irish War of Independence erupt, a guerrilla war
between the IRA and British forces, including the notorious Black and Tans. The IRA employed
tactics such as ambushes, sabotage, and assassinations, aiming to undermine British authority while
avoiding direct large-scale confrontations.

This era is crucial when discussing armed struggle the history of the IRA because it established
many of the tactics and ideological foundations that would influence later campaigns. The conflict
culminated in the Anglo-Irish Treaty, which created the Irish Free State but left Northern Ireland
partitioned under British control — a division that would fuel future unrest.



The IRA and the Partition of Ireland

The creation of Northern Ireland as a separate entity under British rule left a significant Catholic
and nationalist minority feeling disenfranchised and marginalized. This political division sowed the
seeds for decades of tension and sporadic violence.

The IRA’s Role Between the Wars

During the interwar years, the IRA continued to see itself as the defender of the entire island of
Ireland, opposing the partition. However, internal divisions and lack of widespread support
hampered its effectiveness. The organization conducted several campaigns and attacks but
struggled to gain traction amid changing political landscapes and economic hardships.

The Border Campaign (1956-1962)

In an attempt to reignite armed resistance, the IRA launched the Border Campaign, targeting
security installations and infrastructure in Northern Ireland. Though symbolically significant, it
failed to achieve its objectives due to limited support, effective security crackdowns, and a general
war-weariness among the population. This campaign underscored the challenges of sustaining an
armed struggle without broad-based political backing.

The Troubles: The IRA’s Most Notorious Armed
Campaign

The period known as the Troubles, spanning from the late 1960s to 1998, marks the height of armed
struggle the history of the IRA. This conflict was rooted in civil rights protests by the Catholic
minority in Northern Ireland and escalated into a violent confrontation involving republican
paramilitaries, loyalist groups, and British security forces.

The Provisional IRA Emerges

In 1969, a split within the IRA led to the formation of the Provisional IRA (PIRA), which advocated
for a more aggressive armed campaign. The Provisional IRA sought to end British rule in Northern
Ireland and to unify Ireland, using guerrilla tactics, bombings, and assassinations as their primary
methods.

IRA Tactics and Impact

The Provisional IRA became infamous for its bombing campaigns both in Northern Ireland and



mainland Britain. From urban bombings to sniper attacks and ambushes, the group sought to
undermine British authority and provoke political change. Its activities led to thousands of deaths
and injuries, deeply affecting communities across the region.

This period also saw the British government implement controversial security measures, such as
internment without trial and increased military presence, which further complicated the conflict.

The Role of Political Movements

While the armed campaign was central, it was closely linked to political efforts by Sinn Féin, the
republican political party associated with the IRA. Over time, Sinn Féin’s increasing participation in
electoral politics signaled a shift towards seeking change through political, rather than purely
militant, means.

Peace Processes and the Decline of Armed Struggle

The late 20th century brought significant developments that gradually ended the IRA’s armed
campaign and reshaped Northern Ireland’s political landscape.

The Good Friday Agreement

Signed in 1998, the Good Friday Agreement was a watershed moment. It established a devolved
government in Northern Ireland, created frameworks for disarmament, and set the stage for
inclusive political dialogue. The IRA declared a ceasefire and eventually decommissioned its
weapons, marking the official end of its armed struggle.

Legacy of the Armed Struggle

The IRA’s armed campaign has left a lasting imprint on Northern Ireland and beyond. It highlighted
the intense divisions within society but also the possibilities of conflict resolution through
negotiation. Understanding the armed struggle the history of the IRA provides valuable lessons on
the complexities of national identity, colonial legacies, and the challenges of peacebuilding.

Exploring the Broader Context and Continuing Debates

The IRA’s history cannot be viewed in isolation. It relates closely to themes such as British
imperialism, sectarianism, civil rights, and global movements for self-determination. The debate over
the legitimacy of armed struggle versus political engagement remains relevant in discussions about
conflict resolution worldwide.



What Can We Learn From the IRA’s Armed Struggle?

For students of history and political science, the IRA case exemplifies how marginalized groups may
resort to violence when political avenues are perceived as closed. It also shows the potential for
conflict transformation when combined with sustained political dialogue and international support.

Those interested in peace studies can examine how disarmament and reconciliation processes were
negotiated, despite decades of mutual distrust and violence.

Resources for Further Understanding

- Historical archives and documentaries on the Irish War of Independence and the Troubles offer
detailed accounts of the IRA’s activities.
- Books by historians like Tim Pat Coogan and Richard English provide comprehensive analyses of
the IRA’s strategies and motivations.
- Visiting sites such as the Museum of Free Derry or the Political Prisoner Museum in Belfast can
offer immersive perspectives on the conflict’s human dimension.

Armed struggle the history of the IRA is a story of fierce commitment, tragic consequences, and
ultimately, the pursuit of peace through political evolution. It remains a powerful example of how
deeply history and identity intertwine with the quest for justice and sovereignty.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the historical background of the IRA's armed
struggle?
The Irish Republican Army (IRA) emerged from the early 20th-century struggle for Irish
independence, particularly following the 1916 Easter Rising. Its armed campaign aimed to end
British rule in Northern Ireland and to achieve a united Ireland.

When did the most intense period of the IRA's armed struggle
occur?
The most intense period of the IRA's armed struggle occurred during the Troubles, from the late
1960s through the 1990s, marked by violent conflict between nationalist/republican and
unionist/loyalist communities in Northern Ireland.

What were the main objectives of the IRA's armed campaign?
The IRA sought to end British sovereignty in Northern Ireland, reunify Ireland, and establish an
independent Irish republic through armed resistance and guerrilla warfare.



How did the IRA organize its armed operations?
The IRA operated through a decentralized cell structure, employing guerrilla tactics such as
bombings, assassinations, ambushes, and sabotage, often targeting British security forces and
infrastructure.

What role did the IRA's armed struggle play in the Northern
Ireland peace process?
The cessation of IRA armed activities was crucial to the peace process, culminating in ceasefires in
the 1990s and the Good Friday Agreement of 1998, which helped bring an end to decades of conflict.

How did public opinion affect the IRA's armed struggle?
Public opinion was divided; some nationalist communities supported the IRA's fight against British
rule, while others condemned the violence. Over time, fatigue with violence and desire for peace
grew, influencing political solutions.

What were some major consequences of the IRA's armed
struggle?
The conflict resulted in thousands of deaths, widespread destruction, deep social divisions, and
significant political changes, including the establishment of power-sharing governments in Northern
Ireland.

Has the IRA completely disbanded its armed activities?
The Provisional IRA formally ended its armed campaign in 2005 and committed to peaceful political
methods. However, some dissident republican groups have continued limited armed activities
independently.

Additional Resources
Armed Struggle: The History of the IRA

armed struggle the history of the ira is a complex narrative marked by decades of conflict,
political upheaval, and social transformation in Ireland and the United Kingdom. The Irish
Republican Army (IRA) has been central to the turbulent history of Irish nationalism, particularly
through its use of armed resistance as a method to achieve political objectives. This article explores
the evolution of the IRA’s armed struggle, analyzing its origins, key periods of violence, ideological
shifts, and the enduring impact on Irish society and peace processes.

The Origins of the IRA and Early Armed Resistance

The IRA’s roots trace back to the early 20th century, emerging from the Irish Volunteers and later



the Irish Republican Brotherhood, groups dedicated to ending British rule in Ireland. The
foundational armed struggle began during the Irish War of Independence (1919-1921), when the
original IRA conducted guerrilla warfare against British forces. This phase of armed resistance laid
the groundwork for the IRA’s enduring identity as a militant nationalist organization.

The Anglo-Irish Treaty of 1921, which created the Irish Free State, split the nationalist movement,
leading to the Irish Civil War (1922-1923). The IRA split between pro-Treaty forces, who accepted
the Free State, and anti-Treaty forces, who opposed partition and British influence. This schism
influenced the IRA’s future armed strategies and political alignments.

The IRA in the Mid-20th Century: Decline and
Resurgence

Following the Civil War and subsequent political changes in Ireland, the IRA’s armed activities
diminished considerably during the 1930s and 1940s. However, the organization never fully
dissolved and maintained a presence, particularly in Northern Ireland, where sectarian divisions and
British governance fueled dissatisfaction among nationalists.

The mid-20th century witnessed intermittent IRA campaigns, including the Border Campaign
(1956-1962), designed to challenge British authority in Northern Ireland through sabotage and
guerrilla tactics. Despite limited military success and waning public support, this campaign
demonstrated the IRA’s enduring commitment to armed struggle as a political tool.

The Political and Social Context of Northern Ireland

Northern Ireland, established by the Government of Ireland Act 1920, became a focal point for
conflict due to its Protestant majority and significant Catholic minority. The IRA’s armed struggle
was deeply intertwined with the civil rights issues faced by Catholics, including discrimination in
housing, employment, and political representation, which intensified tensions in the region.

The Troubles: The Peak of Armed Conflict

The period known as The Troubles (late 1960s to 1998) represents the most intense and
internationally recognized phase of the IRA’s armed struggle. This conflict involved the Provisional
IRA (PIRA), a splinter group formed in 1969 that rejected the older IRA’s approach and embraced a
more aggressive military campaign. The PIRA sought to end British rule in Northern Ireland and
unify Ireland through armed resistance.

The Provisional IRA’s Tactics and Impact

The Provisional IRA’s armed struggle employed a variety of tactics, including bombings,
assassinations, ambushes, and sniper attacks targeting British military, police forces, and loyalist



paramilitaries. Urban guerrilla warfare became a hallmark of their operations, with notable
incidents such as the 1984 Brighton hotel bombing and the 1993 Warrington bombings drawing
widespread media attention.

The organization’s strategy balanced armed action with political engagement through Sinn Féin, its
political wing. This dual approach allowed the IRA to maintain grassroots support among nationalist
communities, despite widespread condemnation from the British government and unionist factions.

Casualties and Consequences

The armed struggle

Armed Struggle The History Of The Ira

  armed struggle the history of the ira: Armed Struggle Richard English, 2005 Looks at the
history of the Irish Republican Army, from the 1916 Easter Rising until the present day, discussing
such topics as the IRA's core beliefs and philosophy, the partition of Ireland, and the split of the IRA.
  armed struggle the history of the ira: Armed Struggle Richard English, 2004-03
  armed struggle the history of the ira: The IRA and Armed Struggle Rogelio Alonso,
2007-03-12 The IRA is one of the oldest terrorist organizations in the world and conducted a
ferociously violent campaign for almost thirty years. Now deeply enmeshed in the Northern Ireland
peace process, Rogelio Alonso asks why one of the bloodiest terrorist movements of our time decide
to swap weapons for the ballot box? Based on over seventy interviews conducted with former and
existing members of the IRA, Alonso also provides a rigorous evaluation of the personal and political
consequences of the IRA’s campaign of violence. The analysis of these interviews radically
challenges the dominant academic analysis of Irish terrorism. This book includes a strong criticism
of the armed struggle constructed around the discourse of those who waged it and answers the
question faced by many armed revolutionary movements: ‘Was the war worth it?’ Translated from
the critically acclaimed Matar por Irlanda and available in English for the first time, this is a
provocative and new approach to understanding the IRA. It is essential reading for readers and
researchers with an interest in Irish politics and history, terrorism and political violence.
  armed struggle the history of the ira: The IRA James C. Dingley, 2012-10-02 Authored by an
individual with 30 years of experience studying terrorism as well as access to the most senior
counter-terrorist army and police officers combating the IRA, this book provides the first complete
analysis of the world's premier terrorist group to explain them in ideological as well as operational
terms. The IRA: The Irish Republican Army begins by examining the historical background to the
development of the IRA, the group's basic ideology, and its aims and objectives. The second part of
the book concentrates on the IRA—specifically the Provisional IRA—as a contemporary phenomenon,
explaining its organization, how it operates, who joins the IRA, and why. The book explores how the
IRA was formed from a Romantic reaction against modernity, and is an expression of a vehement
rejection of the liberal, individualist, and scientific values of the Enlightenment. The IRA's
attachment to violence almost as an end in itself, its conflation of Catholicism with Irish-ness, its
rejection of big-business for peasant-proprietor economics, and its disregard for individual rights in
pursuit of group rights is explained in terms of the groups' scholastic Catholicism foundation. For
academic audiences in Irish studies, politics, sociology, history, and security and defense studies, as
well as professional security forces and interested general readers with an interest in current affairs,
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this book supplies a wholly new perspective on both the IRA and terrorism in general.
  armed struggle the history of the ira: Routledge Companion to UK Counter Terrorism
Andrew Staniforth, 2013 The United Kingdom has long been an island under siege from terrorists
who believe they can advance their aims through acts of violence. Protecting the public from the
excesses of extremism remains the primary responsibility of government. For over a century Special
Branch, MI5 and MI6 have prevented terrorist atrocities and have pursued those who wish to
destroy the United Kingdom’s free and democratic way of life. Yet, despite developing one of the
world’s most sophisticated security architectures, successful terrorist attacks have occurred with
alarming regularity. For the very first time, this new volume explores the evolution of
counter-terrorism practice in the United Kingdom, brought to life with dramatic case studies and
personal insider accounts provided by leading policy makers, prosecutors and counter-terrorism
practitioners who openly reveal the challenges and operational reality of countering contemporary
terrorist threats. From the troubles in Northern Ireland to the al Qa’ida inspired genre of
international terrorism, this volume plots the trajectory of counter-terrorism policy and practice
exploring the events that have served to change the course of civil protection. This unique title is
enriched by leading academic perspectives providing analysis of counter-terrorism responses and
identifies lessons to be learned from the past, the present, as well as exploring the terrorist threats
of the future to be tackled by the next generation of counter-terrorism practitioners. This accessible
and authoritative volume is required reading for all in authority and academia who are concerned
with national security, counter-terrorism and the law, as well as those with a vested interest in the
preservation of human rights, the protection of civil liberties and democracy itself.
  armed struggle the history of the ira: The IRA and Armed Struggle Rogelio Alonso, 2007 The
IRA is one of the oldest terrorist organizations in the world and conducted a ferociously violent
campaign for almost thirty years. Now deeply enmeshed in the Northern Ireland peace process,
Rogelio Alonso asks why one of the bloodiest terrorist movements of our time decide to swap
weapons for the ballot box? Based on over seventy interviews conducted with former and existing
members of the IRA, Alonso also provides a rigorous evaluation of the personal and political
consequences of the IRA's campaign of violence. The analysis of these interviews radically
challenges the dominant academic analysis of Irish terrorism. This book includes a strong criticism
of the armed struggle constructed around the discourse of those who waged it and answers the
question faced by many armed revolutionary movements: 'Was the war worth it?' Translated from
the critically acclaimed Matar por Irlanda and available in English for the first time, this is a
provocative and new approach to understanding the IRA. It is essential reading for readers and
researchers with an interest in Irish politics and history, terrorism and political violence.
  armed struggle the history of the ira: 32 Counties Kieran Allen, 2021-04-20 'This is Irish
history seen anew, from below, bristling with practical lessons for working-class struggle today' -
Eamonn McCann The 32 counties of Ireland were divided through imperial terror and
gerrymandering. Partition was borne from a Tory strategy to defend the British Empire and has
spawned a ‘carnival of reaction’ in Irish politics ever since. Over the last 100 years, conservative
forces have dominated both states offering religious identity as a diversion from economic failures
and inequality. Through a sharp analysis of the history of partition, Kieran Allen rejects the view that
the 'two cultures' of Catholic and Protestant communities lock people into permanent antagonism.
Instead, the sectarian states have kept its citizens divided through political and economic measures
like austerity, competition for reduced services and low wages. Overturning conventional narratives,
32 Counties evokes the tradition of James Connolly and calls for an Irish unity movement from below
to unite the North and the Republic into a secular, socialist and united Ireland.
  armed struggle the history of the ira: Political Ideology in Ireland Olivier Coquelin, Patrick
Galliou, Thierry Robin, 2020-10-27 First delivered as part of an international conference held at
Brest University in November 2007—under the aegis of the Centre de Recherche Bretonne et
Celtique (CRBC)—, this collection of essays essentially aims at interrogating history in order to
better understand the political and ideological complexity of early XXIst-century Ireland. This



complexity reflects, in many respects, Ireland’s uniqueness among the Western European nations.
Some of the multiple persuasions within the gamut of Irish political ideology, from the
Enlightenment to the present, are thus explored from diverse angles of approach—dialectical,
taxonomic, theoretical, practical, individual, collective—, and through a diverse range of
disciplines—human sciences, political science, social sciences, literature, philosophy and art
history—and themes—from Jonathan Swift’s rhetorical complexity to the evolution of Irish
republicanism after 9/11, including the reassessment of Daniel O’Connell’s political ideology,
Owenism in Ireland, Oscar Wilde’s socialistic ideology, the ideological development of the
Republican and Loyalist prisoners… This unique collection of essays, far from being a static
historiographical description, provides food for thought and sheds light on the fascinating
ambivalent dynamics lying at the heart of the building process of a modern nation resulting from the
aggregate of individual will, collective ideals and Zeitgeist. The impressive variety of issues raised by
authors of diverse origins (United States, Ireland, Britain, France), including leading experts in the
above-mentioned areas (Richard English, Robert Mahony, Jonathan Tonge, Kieran Allen, John Sloan,
Christopher Murray, Vincent Geoghegan…), therefore, widely contributes to the fact that the
present book will be intellectually stimulating and enlightening, at least as an introduction, for all
the students and scholars of Irish studies and other related disciplines.
  armed struggle the history of the ira: Use of Force in Countering Terrorism M. Uğur
Ersen, Ç Özen, 2010 This is a valuable resource for all those interested in multinational efforts to
combat the threat of global terrorism --Book Jacket.
  armed struggle the history of the ira: Roots of Counterterrorism Affiliated Researcher at
the Institute of Security and Global Affairs Faculty of Governance and Global Affairs Constant
Willem Hijzen, Constant Willem Hijzen, 2024-11-05 Following the 9/11 terrorist attacks, much of the
counterterrorism literature has focused on costly and ineffective approaches, losing sight of
productive strategies from eras past. Roots of Counterterrorism revives the narratives from the
Dutch domestic security service Binnenlandse Veiligheidsdienst (BVD) from 1968-78, a period of
turbulence that lasted until the Dutch regained political stability. Using newly declassified primary
sources, Constant Willem Hijzen shows that a goal of large-scale prevention was not as effective as
focusing on suspected perpetrators of attacks. The book introduces a new way of analyzing the
dynamics of counterterrorism, shedding light on contemporary wisdom from Dutch intelligence
history.
  armed struggle the history of the ira: Transitional Justice and the ‘Disappeared’ of Northern
Ireland Lauren Dempster, 2019-06-11 This book employs a transitional justice lens to address the
‘disappearances’ that occurred during the Northern Ireland conflict – or ‘Troubles’ – and the
post-conflict response to these ‘disappearances.’ Despite an extensive literature around ‘dealing
with the past’ in Northern Ireland, as well as a substantial body of scholarship on ‘disappearances’
in other national contexts, there has been little scholarly scrutiny of ‘disappearances’ in post-conflict
Northern Ireland. Although the Good Friday Agreement brought relative peace to Northern Ireland,
no provision was made for the establishment of some form of overarching truth and reconciliation
commission aimed at comprehensively addressing the legacy of violence. Nevertheless, a mechanism
to recover the remains of the ‘disappeared’ – the Independent Commission for the Location of
Victims’ Remains (ICLVR) – was established, and has in fact proven to be quite effective. As a result,
the reactions of key constituencies to the ‘disappearances’ can be used as a prism through which to
comprehensively explore issues of relevance to transitional justice scholars and practitioners.
Pursuing an interdisciplinary approach, and based on extensive empirical research, this book
provides a multifaceted exploration of the responses of these constituencies to the practice of
‘disappearing.’ It engages with transitional justice themes including silence, memory, truth,
acknowledgement, and apology. Key issues examined include the mobilisation efforts of families of
the ‘disappeared,’ efforts by a (former) non-state armed group to address its legacy of violence, the
utility of a limited immunity mechanism to incentivise information provision, and the interplay
between silence and memory in the shaping of a collective, societal understanding of the



‘disappeared.’
  armed struggle the history of the ira: Psychosocial Stress in Immigrants and in
Members of Minority Groups as a Factor of Terrorist Behavior M. Finklestein, K. Dent-Brown,
2008-09-09 On one hand immigration is encouraged and on the other the rights and obligations of
newcomers in a country are not always clear. Creating a theoretical link between concepts and
terms allied to immigration and terrorism is based on worldwide evidence. This book helps in
understanding the etiology of terrorism and what to do to prevent it.
  armed struggle the history of the ira: The Counter-insurgency Myth Andrew Mumford, 2012
This book examines the complex practice of counter-insurgency warfare through the prism of British
military experiences in the post-war era and endeavours to unpack their performance. During the
twentieth century counter-insurgency assumed the status of one of the British militaryâe(tm)s fortes.
A wealth of asymmetric warfare experience was accumulated after the Second World War as the
small wars of decolonisation offered the army of a fading imperial power many opportunities to
deploy against an irregular enemy. However, this quantity of experience does not translate into
quality. This book argues that the British, far from being exemplars of counter-insurgency, have in
fact consistently proved to be slow learners in counter-insurgency warfare. This book presents an
analysis of the most significant British counter-insurgency campaigns of the past 60 years: Malaya
(1948-60), Kenya (1952-60), South Arabia (1962-67), the first decade of the Northern Irish
âe~Troublesâe(tm) (1969-79), and the recent British counter-insurgency campaign in southern Iraq
(2003-09). Colonial history is used to contextualise the contemporary performance in Iraq and
undermine the commonly held confidence in British counter-insurgency. Blending historical research
with critical analysis, this book seeks to establish a new paradigm through which to interpret and
analyse the British approach to counter-insurgency, as well as considering the mythology of inherent
British competence in the realm of irregular warfare. It will be of interest to students of
counter-insurgency, military history, strategic studies, security studies, and IR in general.
  armed struggle the history of the ira: Transforming Violent Political Movements Kevin E.
Grisham, 2014-03-21 This book explores the factors that influence violent rebellious political
organisations to transform into other entities, such as political parties, criminal organisations and
terrorist organisations. From the end of the Second World War until 1990, many events in the world
centred on the bipolar struggle between the United States and the USSR. Although there were
numerous civil wars occurring during the Cold War era, many of these conflicts went virtually
unnoticed unless they were linked to the Cold War struggle for ideological dominance. In the
aftermath of the fall of the Soviet Union, the number of intra-state conflicts was prevalent around
the globe. Along with the occurrence of civil wars, a variety of violent political movements also
developed. Examining cases from Latin America, Africa, Europe, and Asia, this book addresses how
violent political movements transform during and after conflict into new types of organisations using
the collective political violence transformative (CPVT) model. The study uses a combination of
pre-existing literature from the fields of sociology and political science, archival research, and
interviews with movement members (former and active) conducted by the author. In studying the
Provisional IRA and Sinn Féin, the Spear of the Nation (MK) and the African National Congress
(ANC), the Abu Sayyaf Group and the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC-EP),
Transforming Violent Political Movements paints a picture of organisations that have to respond to
their environments to survive. This book will be of much interest to students of political violence,
terrorism, war and conflict studies, security studies and IR.
  armed struggle the history of the ira: Kilmichael Eve Morrison, 2022-04-26 The Kilmichael
Ambush of 28 November 1920 was and remains one of the most famous, successful – and uniquely
controversial – IRA attacks of the Irish War of Independence. This book is the first comprehensive
account of both the ambush and the intense debates that followed. It explores the events, memory
and historiography of the ambush, from 1920 to the present day, within a wider framework of
interwar European events, global ‘memory wars’ and current scholarship relating to Irish, British,
oral and military history. Kilmichael: The Life and Afterlife of an Ambush features extensive archival



research, including the late Peter Hart’s papers, as well as many other new sources from British and
Irish archives, and previously unavailable oral history interviews with Kilmichael veterans. There has
always been more than one version of Kilmichael. Tom Barry’s account certainly became the
dominant one after the publication of Guerilla Days in Ireland in 1949, but it was always shadowed
and contested by others, and in this book, Eve Morrison meticulously reconstructs both ‘British’ and
‘Irish’ perspectives on this momentous and much-debated attack.
  armed struggle the history of the ira: The Origins and Rise of Dissident Irish
Republicanism John F. Morrison, 2013-12-19 Throughout its history the Irish Republican
Movement has been beset by splits. The former paramilitary and author Brendan Behan famously
quipped that, 'The first thing on the agenda was always the split.' In this in-depth research Morrison
analyses the splits through his extensive range of interviews with leadership and rank and file
members of the political and paramilitary wings of the Movement. This timely analysis shows how
the splits have both aided the politicization of Sinn Fein and the Provisional IRA while in parallel
they have brought about the recent intensification of dissident Republican paramilitary activity. He
charts the rise of groups including the Real IRA, Continuity IRA and the newly emerging 'New IRA.'
By applying his unique process model of splits Morrison provides an insightful analysis of this
long-lasting terrorist movement.
  armed struggle the history of the ira: The Cold War Spencer C. Tucker, 2020-10-27 This
sweeping reference work covers every aspect of the Cold War, from its ignition in the ashes of World
War II, through the Berlin Wall and the Cuban Missile Crisis, to the collapse of the Soviet Union in
1991. The Cold War superpower face-off between the Soviet Union and the United States dominated
international affairs in the second half of the 20th century and still reverberates around the world
today. This comprehensive and insightful multivolume set provides authoritative entries on all
aspects of this world-changing event, including wars, new military technologies, diplomatic
initiatives, espionage activities, important individuals and organizations, economic developments,
societal and cultural events, and more. This expansive coverage provides readers with the necessary
context to understand the many facets of this complex conflict. The work begins with a preface and
introduction and then offers illuminating introductory essays on the origins and course of the Cold
War, which are followed by some 1,500 entries on key individuals, wars, battles, weapons systems,
diplomacy, politics, economics, and art and culture. Each entry has cross-references and a list of
books for further reading. The text includes more than 100 key primary source documents, a
detailed chronology, a glossary, and a selective bibliography. Numerous illustrations and maps are
inset throughout to provide additional context to the material.
  armed struggle the history of the ira: The Encyclopedia of the Cold War Spencer C.
Tucker, 2007-09-12 A comprehensive five-volume reference on the defining conflict of the second
half of the 20th century, covering all aspects of the Cold War as it influenced events around the
world. The conflict that dominated world events for nearly five decades is now captured in a
multivolume work of unprecedented magnitude—from a publisher widely acclaimed for its
authoritative military and historical references. Under the direction of internationally known military
historian Spencer Tucker, ABC-CLIO's The Encyclopedia of the Cold War: A Political, Social, and
Military History offers the most current and comprehensive treatment ever published of the
ideological conflict that not so long ago enveloped the globe. From the Second World War to the
collapse of the Soviet Union, The Encyclopedia of the Cold War provides authoritative information on
all military conflicts, battlefield and surveillance technologies, diplomatic initiatives, important
individuals and organizations, national histories, economic developments, societal and cultural
events, and more. The nearly 1,300 entries, plus topical essays and an extraordinarily rich
documents volume, draw heavily on recently opened Russian, Eastern European, and Chinese
archives. The work is a definitive cornerstone reference on one of the most important historical
topics of our time.
  armed struggle the history of the ira: The Routledge Handbook of the Northern Ireland
Conflict and Peace Laura McAtackney, Máirtín Ó Catháin, 2023-11-13 The Routledge Handbook of



the Northern Ireland Conflict and Peace is the first multi-authored volume to specifically address the
many facets of the 30-year Northern Ireland conflict, colloquially known as the Troubles, and its
subsequent peace process. This volume is rooted in opening space to address controversial subjects,
answer key questions, and move beyond reductive analysis that reproduces a simplistic two
community theses. The temporal span of individual chapters can reach back to the formation of the
state of Northern Ireland, with many starting in the late 1960s, to include a range of individuals,
collectives, organisations, understandings, and events, at least up to the Good Friday/Belfast
Agreement in 1998. This volume has forefronted creative approaches in understanding conflict and
allows for analysis and reflection on conflict and peace to continue through to the present day. With
an extensive introduction, preface, and 45 individual chapters, this volume represents an ambitious,
expansive, interdisciplinary engagement with the North of Ireland through society, conflict, and
peace from a wide range of disciplinary perspectives, theoretical frameworks, and methodological
approaches. While allowing for rich historical explorations of high-level politics rooted in state
documents and archives, this volume also allows for the intermingling of different sources that
highlight the role of personal papers, memory, space, materials, and experience in understanding
the complexities of both Northern Ireland as a people, place, and political entity.
  armed struggle the history of the ira: Violent Geographies Derek Gregory, Allan Pred,
2013-10-18 Violent Geographies is essential to understanding how the politics of fear, terror, and
violence in being largely hidden geographically can only be exposed in like manner. The 'War on
Terror' finally receives the coolly critical analysis its ritual invocation has long required. —John
Agnew, Professor of Geography, UCLA Urgent, passionate and deeply humane, Violent Geographies
is uncomfortable but utterly compelling reading. An essential guide to a world splintered and
wounded by fear and aggression—this is geography at its most politically engaged, historically
sensitive, and intellectually brave. —Ben Highmore, University of Sussex This is what a ‘public
geography’ should be all about: acute analysis of momentous issues of our time in an accessible
language. Gregory and Pred have assembled a peerless group of critical geographers whose essays
alter conventional understandings of terror, violence, and fear. No mere gazetteer, Violent
Geographies shows how place, space and landscape are central components of the real and
imagined practices that constitute organised violence past and present. If you thought terror,
violence, and fear were the professional preserve of security analysts and foreign affairs experts this
book will force you to think again. —Noel Castree, School of Environment and Development,
Manchester University A studied, passionate and moving examination of the way in which the violent
logics of the ‘War on Terror’ have so quickly shuttered and reorganized the spaces of this planet on
its different scales. From the book emerges a critical new cartography that clearly charts an
archipelago of a large multiplicity of ‘wild’ and ‘tamed’ places as well as ‘black holes’ within and
between which we all struggle to live. —Eyal Weizman, Director, Goldsmiths College Centre for
Research Architecture
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