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what congress does and why it matters answer key is a crucial topic for
anyone trying to understand the backbone of American democracy. At its core,
Congress is the legislative branch of the United States government,
responsible for making laws that affect every aspect of our daily lives. But
beyond simply passing bills, Congress plays a dynamic role in shaping
policies, representing citizens, and balancing powers within the federal
government. Understanding what Congress does and why it matters answer key
helps clarify not only the mechanics of government but also why active civic
engagement is so important.

The Role of Congress in the U.S. Government

Congress is a bicameral legislature, meaning it has two chambers: the House
of Representatives and the Senate. Each chamber has distinct
responsibilities, but together they form the legislative backbone of the
nation. The primary function of Congress is to create and pass legislation,
but its influence extends far beyond just writing laws.

Law Making: The Heart of Congressional Work

One of the most vital powers of Congress is drafting, debating, and enacting
laws. These laws can range from local infrastructure funding to national
security policies. When a bill is introduced, it goes through multiple
stages, including committee reviews, debates, and votes in both chambers.
This rigorous process ensures that laws are carefully considered and
balanced.

Oversight and Checks on the Executive Branch

Congress also serves as a check on the President and executive agencies.
Through hearings, investigations, and budget controls, Congress monitors how
laws are implemented and ensures that the executive branch doesn’t overstep
its authority. This oversight function is critical for maintaining a healthy
balance of power and upholding democratic principles.



Representation of Citizens’ Interests

Members of Congress represent their constituents’ interests at the federal
level. This means they listen to the concerns of the people in their
districts or states and work to address those issues through legislation or
advocacy. Representation ensures that diverse voices contribute to national
policy decisions, reinforcing the democratic ideal of government by the
people.

Why Understanding What Congress Does and Why It
Matters Is Important

Many people wonder why it’s necessary to grasp the ins and outs of Congress.
The answer lies in how deeply congressional actions affect everyday life and
how informed citizens can influence governance.

Impact on Everyday Life

From healthcare and education to taxation and environmental protection,
congressional decisions shape the rules and resources that govern daily
living. Understanding what Congress does and why it matters answer key helps
individuals recognize the connection between policy decisions and personal
wellbeing.

Empowering Civic Engagement

When citizens know how Congress works and what it controls, they become
better equipped to participate in democracy. Whether voting, contacting
representatives, or engaging in advocacy, informed involvement can steer
legislative priorities and hold elected officials accountable.

Promoting Transparency and Accountability

Understanding congressional processes encourages transparency and
accountability. When the public is aware of how laws are made and who
influences these decisions, it becomes easier to identify corruption or
inefficiency and push for reforms.



Key Functions of Congress Explained

To fully appreciate what Congress does and why it matters answer key, it’s
helpful to break down its primary functions into clear categories.

Legislation and Budgeting

Congress crafts bills on countless issues, but it also controls federal
spending. Through the power of the purse, Congress authorizes budgets that
fund government programs and shape economic priorities. This budgeting power
is one of the strongest tools Congress has to direct national policy.

Advice and Consent

The Senate has the unique responsibility of providing advice and consent on
presidential appointments and treaties. This means Senators review and
approve or reject nominees for key positions like federal judges, cabinet
members, and ambassadors, as well as international agreements, ensuring that
appointments reflect the nation’s best interests.

Impeachment and Removal

In extreme cases, Congress can remove federal officials who violate ethical
or legal standards. The House of Representatives can impeach a president or
other officials, and the Senate conducts the trial to determine removal. This
power underlines Congress’s role in maintaining the integrity of government.

How Congress Affects Policy and Society

The laws and policies Congress enacts ripple through society in profound
ways. Understanding these effects clarifies why knowing what Congress does
and why it matters answer key is essential for grasping the broader political
landscape.

Shaping Social Programs and Services

Programs like Social Security, Medicare, and public education rely on
congressional authorization and funding. Decisions in Congress directly
impact the availability and quality of these vital services, influencing
millions of Americans’ lives.



Influencing Economic Stability

Congress’s control over taxation and spending affects economic growth, job
creation, and financial markets. Through policy decisions, Congress can
stimulate the economy or implement austerity measures, showing its
significant role in national prosperity.

Protecting Rights and Liberties

Legislation passed by Congress can expand or restrict civil rights,
environmental protections, and public safety laws. This highlights Congress’s
responsibility in safeguarding freedoms and promoting justice.

Tips for Engaging with Congress Effectively

Knowing what Congress does and why it matters answer key is just the first
step. Here’s how you can translate that knowledge into meaningful action:

Stay Informed: Follow credible news sources and official congressional
websites to track bills and votes.

Communicate with Representatives: Write letters, make phone calls, or
attend town halls to express your views.

Participate in Elections: Voting for candidates who align with your
values is a direct way to influence Congress.

Join Advocacy Groups: Collaborate with organizations that lobby Congress
on issues you care about.

Educate Others: Share knowledge about congressional functions to foster
a more informed community.

Understanding the role of Congress and why it matters empowers citizens to
become active participants in democracy rather than passive observers. The
more people engage, the stronger and more responsive the government becomes.

Exploring what congress does and why it matters answer key reveals a complex
but fascinating system designed to balance diverse interests, ensure
accountability, and create laws that guide the nation’s future. By
appreciating these functions, individuals can better navigate political
conversations, make informed decisions, and contribute to shaping the society
they want to live in.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the primary function of the United States
Congress?
The primary function of the United States Congress is to make federal laws by
drafting, debating, and passing legislation.

Why does Congress have two chambers, and what are
they?
Congress has two chambers—the House of Representatives and the Senate—to
balance representation between the population size of states and equal
representation for each state, ensuring fair and effective lawmaking.

How does Congress check the power of the President?
Congress checks the President's power by approving budgets, overriding
vetoes, confirming appointments, ratifying treaties, and holding the power to
impeach and remove the President.

Why is the legislative process in Congress important
for democracy?
The legislative process allows elected representatives to debate and create
laws reflecting the will and needs of the people, ensuring transparency,
accountability, and public participation in governance.

What role does Congress play in the federal budget
process?
Congress controls federal spending by drafting and approving the budget,
deciding how government funds are allocated to various programs and agencies.

How does Congress represent the interests of
citizens?
Members of Congress represent their constituents by proposing legislation,
advocating for local needs, and addressing concerns through hearings and
constituent services.

Why is it important for Congress to hold hearings
and investigations?
Hearings and investigations enable Congress to oversee government operations,
hold officials accountable, uncover issues, and inform policy decisions.



How does the Senate’s role differ from the House’s
role in Congress?
The Senate focuses on broader national issues with responsibilities like
confirming presidential appointments and ratifying treaties, while the House
emphasizes budget and revenue-related legislation and represents districts
based on population.

Why does Congress matter to everyday Americans?
Congress matters because it creates laws that affect daily life, including
education, healthcare, taxes, and national security, influencing the
country’s direction and citizens' well-being.

Additional Resources
**Understanding What Congress Does and Why It Matters: Answer Key to the
Legislative Process**

what congress does and why it matters answer key is a fundamental question
that lies at the heart of American democracy. Congress, as the legislative
branch of the United States government, holds significant power in shaping
national policy, representing the interests of citizens, and maintaining a
balance of power among the branches of government. This article explores the
essential functions of Congress, its impact on everyday life, and why
understanding this institution remains crucial for civic engagement and
informed citizenship.

The Role of Congress in the U.S. Government

Congress is a bicameral legislature composed of two chambers: the House of
Representatives and the Senate. Each chamber has distinct roles and
responsibilities, but together they form the backbone of federal lawmaking.
The primary duty of Congress is to draft, debate, and pass legislation that
addresses the diverse needs and challenges facing the nation. Beyond
lawmaking, Congress holds significant oversight and budgetary powers, which
directly influence how government policies are implemented.

Legislative Functions: Crafting and Passing Laws

One of the core responsibilities of Congress is to create laws. This
legislative process begins with the introduction of bills, which can
originate from any member of either chamber. These bills then undergo
scrutiny in various committees that specialize in specific policy areas such
as finance, defense, or education. Committees play a critical role in shaping



legislation by holding hearings, gathering expert testimony, and amending
proposals before they reach the full chamber for debate.

The passage of legislation requires a majority vote in both the House and
Senate, followed by the President’s approval or veto. This system ensures
that laws are thoroughly vetted and reflect a consensus or compromise among
elected representatives. For example, landmark laws like the Civil Rights Act
and the Affordable Care Act were products of intense congressional
deliberation and political negotiation.

Oversight and Checks on Executive Power

In addition to making laws, Congress is tasked with overseeing the executive
branch to ensure that laws are implemented effectively and ethically. This
oversight function is vital because it helps prevent abuses of power and
promotes transparency. Congressional committees frequently conduct
investigations, summon officials for testimony, and review government
programs to hold executive agencies accountable.

This oversight role emphasizes why understanding what congress does and why
it matters answer key is essential. Without congressional vigilance, there is
a risk of unchecked executive authority, which can undermine democratic
principles. For instance, congressional hearings on government surveillance
programs or federal spending illustrate the legislature’s role in
safeguarding civil liberties and fiscal responsibility.

Why Congress Matters to Citizens and the Nation

The importance of Congress extends beyond the halls of Capitol Hill.
Decisions made by Congress directly affect the daily lives of Americans, from
taxation and healthcare to national security and education. Therefore,
understanding what congress does and why it matters answer key is not just an
academic exercise but a practical necessity for informed participation in
democracy.

Representation and Voice in Government

Congress embodies the principle of representative democracy. Members of
Congress are elected to serve their constituents’ interests and reflect their
values in the national dialogue. The House of Representatives, with its 435
members, is designed to mirror population distribution, providing a more
immediate connection between citizens and their lawmakers. The Senate, with
100 members, offers equal representation to each state, balancing regional
interests.



This structure highlights the diverse ways in which Congress represents
American society. By voting in congressional elections and engaging with
their representatives, citizens exert influence over public policy.
Understanding what congress does and why it matters answer key empowers
voters to hold their elected officials accountable and advocate for policies
that align with their needs.

Budgeting and Economic Impact

Congress wields significant control over the federal budget, which determines
how government resources are allocated. Budget decisions affect everything
from social programs and infrastructure development to defense spending and
scientific research. The power of the purse is a critical tool that Congress
uses to shape national priorities and economic policy.

For instance, debates over budget deficits, taxation, and entitlement
programs often dominate congressional sessions. These discussions have real-
world consequences, influencing economic growth, employment rates, and the
availability of public services. Thus, the fiscal decisions made by Congress
matter deeply to the country’s economic health and individual financial
stability.

Structural Features and Challenges of Congress

While Congress plays an indispensable role, it also faces inherent challenges
that affect its efficiency and public perception. Understanding these
structural aspects is key to fully grasping what congress does and why it
matters answer key.

Partisanship and Legislative Gridlock

One of the most significant obstacles Congress encounters is partisanship,
which can lead to legislative gridlock. When political parties are deeply
divided, passing laws becomes difficult, and important issues may remain
unresolved. This situation often results in public frustration and skepticism
about government effectiveness.

However, partisanship also reflects the diverse political views within the
country. The challenge for Congress is to balance these differences through
negotiation and compromise. Examining how Congress navigates partisanship
provides insight into the complexities of lawmaking and the importance of
institutional checks and balances.



Committee System and Specialization

The committee system is a defining feature of Congress, enabling detailed
examination of legislation and expert input. Committees are specialized by
policy area, such as agriculture, foreign affairs, or judiciary, allowing
members to develop expertise and focus on specific issues.

This specialization enhances legislative quality but can also lead to
fragmented policymaking, where different committees may have conflicting
priorities. Understanding the committee dynamics is essential for
comprehending how legislation is shaped before reaching the broader chambers
for a vote.

Educational Importance: Why Knowing What
Congress Does Matters

For students, educators, and citizens alike, having access to accurate
information about congressional functions is a cornerstone of civic literacy.
Resources such as the “what congress does and why it matters answer key”
serve as valuable tools to demystify the legislative process and encourage
active engagement.

By promoting awareness of Congress’s roles, powers, and limitations, these
educational frameworks foster a more informed electorate. This knowledge
equips individuals to critically evaluate political developments, participate
in public discourse, and exercise their democratic rights responsibly.

In the broader context, a well-informed public helps sustain a robust
democracy by demanding accountability and transparency from elected
officials. Understanding Congress is not just about knowing government
structure—it’s about recognizing the mechanisms through which citizens’
voices influence national decisions.

---

The multifaceted functions of Congress—from lawmaking and oversight to
budgeting and representation—underscore why it remains a pivotal institution
in the United States. Exploring what congress does and why it matters answer
key reveals the complexity and significance of legislative work, emphasizing
that Congress is much more than a symbol of governance; it is a dynamic
engine driving democratic governance and societal progress.
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Abernathy, 2022-12-15 American government is not just one story—it′s many stories. Our stories.
And they are still being told. In the Fourth Edition of American Government: Stories of a Nation,
author Scott F. Abernathy tunes in to the voices of all Americans, showing how our diverse ideas
shape the way we participate and behave, the laws we live by, and the challenges we face. His
storytelling approach brings the core concepts of government to life, making them meaningful and
memorable, and allows all students to see themselves reflected in the pages. Participation is at the
heart of this groundbreaking text, with ample background on how we participate and why. Not only
will all students see themselves reflected in the pages, but they will come to understand that they,
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Barbour, Gerald C. Wright, 2025-02-22 Keeping the Republic draws students into the study of
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exploring the twin themes of power and citizenship. Throughout the text and its features, authors
Christine Barbour and Gerald C. Wright reveal how to effectively apply critical thinking skills to the
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make sense of politics in America today and become savvy consumers of political information.
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Henehan, 2010-06-02 In the traditional view of foreign policy making in the United States, the
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Marie T. Henehan looks at the effects of events in the international system on both the content of
foreign policy and what actions Congress takes on foreign policy. Henehan argues that the only way
to understand the way congressional behavior varies over time is by looking at the rise and
resolution of critical issues in foreign policy, which in turn have their origin in the international
system. When a critical foreign policy issue arises, congressional activity and attempts to influence
foreign policy increase. Once the debate is resolved and one side wins, a consensus emerges and
Congress settles into a more passive role. Using a data set consisting of all roll call votes on foreign
policy issues taken by the Senate from 1897 to 1984 to generate indicators of Congressional
behavior, together with the rise and fall of critical issues in international relations, Henehan is able
to develop a more nuanced understanding of Congress's role in foreign policy making over time. In
recent years political scientists have begun to consider the impact of the international system on
domestic policy. Part of the difficulty of some of this work, as well as work on Congress's role in



foreign policy, is that it has been limited in terms of time and the number of events the analysis
considered, depending on case studies. This book offers a systematic consideration of the effects of
international events on domestic politics, crossing many different kinds of international activity, and
provides a unique longitudinal view of Congressional action on foreign policy. This book will be of
interest to scholars of international relations, American foreign policy making, and Congress. Marie
T. Henehan is Assistant Professor of Political Science, Vanderbilt University.
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II, and ASAT missiles--he finds that the influence of Congress over nuclear weapons policy has
dramatically increased. Annotation copyrighted by Book News, Inc., Portland, OR
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