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The European Union: A Very Short Introduction

the european union a very short introduction is a fascinating subject that opens the door to understanding
one of the most ambitious political and economic partnerships in modern history. The European Union
(EU) is often in the news, yet many people only have a surface-level grasp of what it truly represents,
how it operates, and why it matters globally. This article aims to provide a clear, engaging, and concise

overview of the EU, exploring its origins, structure, purpose, and ongoing challenges.

What Is the European Union?

At its core, the European Union is a political and economic union of 27 European countries that have chosen
to work closely together to promote peace, stability, and prosperity across the continent. It began as a post-
World War II effort to foster cooperation and prevent further conflicts in Europe. Over the decades, the EU
has evolved into a unique entity that blends aspects of international organization, federalism, and

supranational governance.

Unlike a traditional nation-state, the EU doesn't replace its member countries but allows them to retain
sovereignty while pooling certain powers in areas like trade, environment, and justice. This balance
between national independence and collective decision-making is what makes the EU both intriguing and

complex.

The Origins and Evolution of the European Union

From War to Cooperation

The seeds of the European Union were planted in the aftermath of World War I, a period marked by
devastation and the urgent need for reconciliation. The first step was the European Coal and Steel
Community (ECSC) in 1951, which brought together six countries to manage coal and steel industries
collectively. This economic cooperation was designed to make war between member states not only

unthinkable but also materially impossible.

Building on this, the Treaty of Rome in 1957 established the European Economic Community (EEC),
aiming to create a common market where goods, services, capital, and people could move freely. Over

time, more countries joined, and the EEC expanded its goals beyond economics.



The Maastricht Treaty and the Birth of the EU

A key milestone came in 1993 with the Maastricht Treaty, which formally created the European Union
and introduced new areas of cooperation, such as foreign policy, security, and justice. It also paved the way

for the introduction of the euro, the EU's single currency, which now serves 20 of the member countries.

This treaty marked a shift from a primarily economic community to a more politically integrated entity,

with institutions designed to represent the interests of citizens, member states, and the union itself.

The Structure of the European Union

Understanding the EU’s structure is essential to grasp how decisions are made and policies implemented.

Key Institutions

- European Commission: The executive branch responsible for proposing legislation, implementing
decisions, and managing day-to-day operations.

- European Parliament: Elected by EU citizens, it represents the people and shares legislative power with
the Council.

- Council of the European Union: Represents member state governments and works alongside the
Parliament to adopt laws and coordinate policies.

- European Council: Comprising heads of state or government, it sets the EU’s overall political direction.

- Court of Justice of the European Union: Ensures EU law is interpreted and applied uniformly across

member states.

Decision-Making Processes

The EU operates through a complex system of checks and balances. Legislation typically begins with the
European Commission’s proposal, followed by scrutiny and amendments from both the Parliament and the

Council. This collaborative lawmaking aims to balance national interests with collective goals.

Benefits and Challenges of the European Union



Economic Integration and the Single Market

One of the EU’s greatest achievements is the creation of the single market, which allows for the free
movement of goods, services, capital, and people. This integration has boosted trade, created jobs, and
increased consumer choice. The euro simplifies transactions for member countries using it, promoting

economic stability and cooperation.

Political and Social Cooperation

Beyond economics, the EU fosters collaboration on issues like climate change, human rights, and migration.

It provides a platform for member states to tackle transnational problems that no country can solve alone.

Challenges and Criticisms

Despite its successes, the EU faces significant challenges. Brexit, the departure of the United Kingdom,
highlighted tensions between national sovereignty and supranational governance. Economic disparities
between member states sometimes strain solidarity, and debates over immigration policy reveal differing

national priorities.

Moreover, the complexity of EU institutions and regulations can sometimes alienate citizens, leading to calls

for reform and greater transparency.

The Future of the European Union

Looking ahead, the European Union continues to adapt to global changes. Issues like digital transformation,
climate action, and geopolitical shifts demand coordinated responses. The EU’s ability to evolve while

respecting the diversity of its members will play a crucial role in shaping Europe’s future.

Expanding Membership and Global Role

The EU is open to new members that meet strict criteria, with several countries in the Western Balkans
currently in the accession process. At the same time, the EU seeks to strengthen its position as a global

actor, promoting multilateralism and sustainable development worldwide.



Engaging Citizens More Deeply

Increasing citizen engagement and addressing democratic deficits remain priorities. Initiatives like the
Conference on the Future of Europe aim to create more inclusive dialogue and ensure the EU reflects the

aspirations of its people.

The european union a very short introduction reveals a dynamic entity shaped by history, collaboration,
and a shared vision for peace and prosperity. Whether you are a student, traveler, or curious observer,
understanding the EU’s foundations and complexities enriches your perspective on one of the world’s most

significant political experiments.

Frequently Asked Questions

‘What is the main purpose of the European Union as described in 'The
European Union: A Very Short Introduction'?

The main purpose of the European Union is to promote economic integration, political cooperation, and

peace among its member states.

How does the book explain the history of the European Union?

The book outlines the EU's history from its origins in post-World War II efforts for economic cooperation to

prevent future conflicts, leading to the formation of institutions and expansion over time.

What are the core institutions of the European Union highlighted in the
book?

The core institutions include the European Commission, European Parliament, European Council, and the

Court of Justice of the European Union.

How does the book address the challenges faced by the European Union?

It discusses challenges such as economic disparities between member states, sovereignty concerns, the

Eurozone crisis, migration issues, and Brexit.

What role does the European Union play in global politics according to
the book?

The EU acts as a significant global actor promoting trade, environmental standards, human rights, and



diplomatic cooperation on the world stage.

How is the concept of sovereignty treated in "The European Union: A
Very Short Introduction'?

The book explains that EU member states share and pool aspects of their sovereignty to achieve common

goals, which sometimes leads to tension between national and EU-level authority.

What insights does the book provide about the EU's economic policies?

It covers the single market, customs union, monetary union with the Euro, and policies aimed at economic

cohesion and development among member states.

Why is "'The European Union: A Very Short Introduction’ considered
useful for understanding the EU?

The book offers a concise, clear, and accessible overview of the EU's history, institutions, policies, and

challenges, making it ideal for readers new to the subject.

Additional Resources

The European Union: A Very Short Introduction

the european union a very short introduction offers a concise yet insightful entry point into understanding
one of the most complex and influential political and economic entities in the world. As a supranational
organization composed of 27 member states across Europe, the European Union (EU) has evolved
significantly since its inception in the aftermath of World War II. It represents a unique experiment in
regional integration that combines aspects of sovereignty pooling, economic cooperation, and political
collaboration. This article delves into the fundamental structure, historical development, and contemporary
challenges of the EU, providing a balanced and analytical perspective suitable for both newcomers and

those seeking to deepen their understanding.

The Origins and Evolution of the European Union

The European Union’s roots trace back to the early 1950s with the establishment of the European Coal and
Steel Community (ECSC) in 1951 and subsequently the European Economic Community (EEC) in 1957
under the Treaty of Rome. These initial frameworks aimed to foster economic cooperation among six
founding countries—Belgium, France, West Germany, Italy, Luxembourg, and the Netherlands—to secure

peace and prevent future conflicts through interdependence.



Over the decades, the EU expanded both in membership and scope. The Single European Act of 1986 laid
the groundwork for a single market, facilitating the free movement of goods, services, capital, and people.
The Maastricht Treaty of 1992 formally created the European Union and introduced key elements such as
the common foreign and security policy and the concept of EU citizenship. The introduction of the euro

currency in 1999 for many member states marked a significant milestone toward economic integration.

Institutional Framework and Governance

The EU’s governance structure is multi-layered and often described as a hybrid between

intergovernmental and supranational decision-making. Key institutions include:

The European Commission: Acts as the executive branch, proposing legislation and ensuring treaty

compliance.

The European Parliament: Elected by EU citizens, it represents the democratic voice and co-

legislates with the Council.

The Council of the European Union: Represents member states’ governments and negotiates

legislation.

The European Council: Comprising heads of state or government, it sets the strategic political agenda.

The Court of Justice of the European Union: Ensures uniform interpretation and application of EU

law.

This complex institutional arrangement reflects the EU’s unique nature, balancing national sovereignty
with collective decision-making. It also creates challenges in transparency and democratic accountability,

often cited in political debates over the “democratic deficit.”

Economic Integration and the Single Market

One of the EU’s most significant achievements is its single market, which enables seamless trade and
mobility across member states. By eliminating tariffs and harmonizing regulations, the EU has created an

economic bloc with a combined GDP surpassing that of the United States or China individually.

The introduction of the euro has facilitated easier cross-border commerce among 20 of the 27 member states,

known as the Eurozone. However, the common currency also exposes economic disparities, as monetary



policy is centralized while fiscal policy remains largely national. The Eurozone crisis of 2010 highlighted

these tensions, revealing the vulnerabilities of economic convergence without full political union.

Contemporary Challenges Facing the European Union

Despite its successes, the EU faces numerous political, social, and economic challenges that test its cohesion

and future trajectory.

Brexit and Political Fragmentation

The departure of the United Kingdom in 2020 marked the first exit of a member state and raised questions
about the EU’s unity and appeal. Brexit demonstrated the ongoing tension between national sovereignty
and supranational integration. It also triggered debates about potential exits by other countries and the EU’s

capacity to manage divergent political interests.

Migration and Border Security

The EU’s open-border Schengen Area facilitates free movement, but it has been strained by migration
pressures, particularly since the 2015 refugee crisis. Balancing humanitarian responsibilities with security
concerns has proven difficult, with member states divided on asylum policies and burden-sharing

mechanisms.

Rule of Law and Democratic Norms

Recent years have seen challenges to fundamental EU principles in some member states, notably regarding
judicial independence and media freedom. The EU has employed mechanisms such as conditionality on
funding and infringement procedures to address these issues, reflecting its commitment to uphold

democratic standards within the union.

Climate Policy and Green Transition

The European Green Deal, adopted in 2019, exemplifies the EU’s leadership in climate action, aiming for
carbon neutrality by 2050. This ambitious agenda requires coordinated efforts across diverse economies and

sectors, highlighting the EU’s role as a global advocate for sustainable development.



Benefits and Criticisms of the European Union

Understanding the EU involves weighing its advantages against persistent criticisms.

Benefits

¢ Peace and Stability: The EU has played a pivotal role in maintaining peace among historically

conflicting European nations.

¢ Economic Growth: The single market and trade agreements have boosted intra-EU commerce and

global competitiveness.

e Mobility and Opportunities: Citizens enjoy the right to live, work, and study in any member state,

fostering cultural exchange.

¢ Global Influence: By acting collectively, the EU wields greater diplomatic and economic power on

the world stage.

Criticisms

¢ Democratic Deficit: Complex decision-making processes can alienate citizens and reduce transparency.
¢ Bureaucracy: The EU’s institutional complexity is often perceived as cumbersome and inefficient.

¢ Sovereignty Concerns: National governments and populations sometimes resist perceived overreach

from Brussels.

¢ Economic Disparities: Uneven development and fiscal policies create tensions within the union.

The balance between unity and diversity remains a core challenge for the EU’s sustainability and

legitimacy.



The Future of the European Union

Looking ahead, the European Union’s trajectory will likely hinge on its ability to adapt to emerging global
and internal pressures. The ongoing debates around deeper political integration, the expansion to Western
Balkans countries, digital transformation, and strategic autonomy in defense and technology sectors reflect

the EU’s evolving priorities.

The EU’s capacity to reconcile member states’ interests and maintain public support will be critical. As
geopolitical rivalries intensify and global challenges such as climate change demand coordinated responses,

the EU’s role as a model for regional cooperation continues to attract attention worldwide.

In sum, the European Union remains a dynamic and multifaceted entity whose complexities require
nuanced understanding beyond simplistic narratives. This very short introduction underscores the
significance of the EU as both a historical achievement and a living project confronted with continuous

evolution.

The European Union A Very Short Introduction

the european union a very short introduction: The European Union Simon McDougall
Usherwood, John Pinder, 2018 John Pinder and Simon Usherwood explain the EU in plain, readable
English. They show how and why it has developed, how the institutions work, and what it does - from
the single market to the euro, and from agriculture to the environment.

the european union a very short introduction: European Union Law: A Very Short
Introduction Anthony Arnull, 2017-05-18 The European Union is rarely out of the news and, as it
deals with the consequences of the Brexit vote and struggles to emerge from the eurozone crisis, it
faces difficult questions about its future. In this debate, the law has a central role to play, whether
the issue be the governance of the eurozone, the internal market, 'clawing back powers from
Europe' or reducing so-called 'Brussels red tape'. In this Very Short Introduction Anthony Arnull
looks at the laws and legal system of the European Union, including EU courts, and discusses the
range of issues that the European Union has been given the power to regulate, such as the free
movement of goods and people. He considers why an organisation based on international treaties
has proved capable of having far-reaching effects on both its Member States and on countries that
lie beyond its borders, and discusses how its law and legal system have proved remarkably effective
in ensuring that Member States respect the commitments they made when they signed the Treaties.
Answering some of the key questions surrounding EU law, such as what exactly it is about, and how
it has become part of the legal DNA of its Member States so much more effectively than other
treaty-based regimes, Arnull considers the future for the European Union. ABOUT THE SERIES: The
Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost
every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject
quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.

the european union a very short introduction: The European Union John Pinder, 2007

the european union a very short introduction: The European Union: A Very Short
Introduction John Pinder, Simon Usherwood, 2007-12-13 This Very Short Introduction explains the


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-192/the-european-union-a-very-short-introduction.pdf

European Union in plain English. Fully updated for 2007 to include controversial and current topics
such as the Euro currency, the EU's enlargement, and its role in ongoing world affairs, this
accessible guide shows how and why the EU has developed from 1950 to the present. Covering a
range of topics from the Union's early history and the ongoing interplay between 'eurosceptics' and
federalists, to the single market, agriculture, and the environment, the authors examine the
successes and failures of the EU, and explain the choices that lie ahead in the 21st century.

the european union a very short introduction: The European Union: A Very Short
Introduction John Pinder, Simon Usherwood, 2013-07-25 Since the second edition of this popular
Very Short Introduction published in 2007, the world has faced huge economic and political change.
Showing how and why the EU has developed from 1950 to the present day, John Pinder and Simon
Usherwood cover a range of topics, including the Union's early history, the workings of its
institutions and what they do, the interplay between 'eurosceptics' and federalists, and the role of
the Union beyond Europe in international affairs and as a peace-keeper. In this fully updated third
edition, Pinder and Usherwood incorporate new material on the Lisbon treaty, the EU fiscal crisis,
the state of the single Euro currency in its wake, and conclude by considering the future of the
Union and the choices and challenges that may lie ahead. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short
Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject
area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert
authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.

the european union a very short introduction: The European Union Simon Usherwood,
John Pinder, 2018-01-12 The European Union (EU) stands out as a fascinatingly unique political
organisation. On the one hand, it has shown the potential for developing deep and wide-ranging
cooperation between member states, going far beyond that found anywhere else in the world. On the
other, it is currently in the throes of a phase of profound uncertainty about its viability and future.
Showing how and why the EU has developed from 1950 to the present day, this Very Short
Introduction covers a range of topics, including the Union's early history, the workings of its
institutions and what they do, the interplay between 'eurosceptics' and federalists, and the role of
the Union beyond Europe in international affairs and as a peace-keeper. In this fully updated fourth
edition, Pinder and Usherwood cover the migrant crisis and the UK's decision to leave the Union, set
in the context of a body that is now involved in most areas of public policy. Discussing how the EU
continues to draw in new members, they conclude by considering the future of the Union and the
choices and challenges that may lie ahead. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions
series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in almost every subject area. These
pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly. Our expert authors
combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and challenging
topics highly readable.

the european union a very short introduction: The European Union Handbook Jackie Gower,
2013-10-31 First Published in 2002. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa
company.

the european union a very short introduction: The European Union Steven P. McGiffen,
2005-10-20 The political dynamics of the European Union can often appear confusing, shrouded as
they are in complex legislative processes. This book offers a clear and thorough critical introduction
to the origins, development and current direction of the EU, and pinpoints the major policy debates
animating decision-makers. This revised and updated edition offers a well-illustrated analysis of each
of the EU's major policy areas, and covers arguments both for and against the EU. McGiffen
explores subjects including enlargement, internal and external security, the Euro, trade, the
environment, employment, transport and regional policy. He explains how and why the debate about
membership is frequently and falsely presented as if it were a conflict between 'nationalism' and
'internationalism', and argues instead that the EU is merely one of a number of possible solutions to
the the economic and political problems facing Europe. Published in association with Spectre.



the european union a very short introduction: The European Union ,

the european union a very short introduction: The European Union Alasdair Blair,
2012-06-01 The world's greatest importer and exporter, the European Union is an economic
heavyweight with a GDP even larger than the US. But how much do we really know about the nature
and aims of the EU, the benefits and costs membership brings, and its impact on peoples' everyday
lives? And, in an increasingly multipolar world, can it ever emerge as a global superpower, or do
widespread concerns about national sovereignty and serious questions about the Euro's stability
mean that it is destined for an uncertain future? Featuring the most up-to-date assessment of the
EU, its inner workings, external relations, and likely future development, this is the perfect
introduction for anyone seeking to better understand European integration and what it means for
Europeans as well as the rest of the world.

the european union a very short introduction: Engaging Europe Evlyn Gould, George ].
Sheridan, George J. Sheridan Jr., 2007-05-10 What and where and who is Europe? This unique
collection contends that Europe cannot be defined as simply a particular geographic location or a
group of citizens who inhabit the same place and share a culture. Instead, Europe is a question to be
answered by the teachers and students who study it. A collaborative and multidisciplinary collection,
Engaging Europe explores Europe through history, literature, philosophy, music, and ethical
narratives. A set of imaginative contributors investigates European identity through a variety of
cases, including Greece and Rome, the Bible, the Enlightenment, and the Shoah. Scholars of
literature, history, and classics, as well as a composer, grapple with students' doubts about Europe's
future relevance. The complexity of the topic leads to creativity in each chapter, from a musical
composition in words to poetry to a dialogue between Baudelaire and Adam Smith. Engaging Europe
is a major part of an experiment that hopes to find more intellectually exciting ways to teach Europe
to students in American higher education. Contributions by: Evlyn Gould, Joseph Krause, Robert Kyr,
Massimo Lollini, Alexander B. Murphy, John Nicols, Steven Shankman, George J. Sheridan Jr., and
Malcolm Wilson

the european union a very short introduction: European Business Debra Johnson, Colin
Turner, 2015-10-06 The third edition of European Business is published at a time of turbulence in
Europe. This uncertainty puts Europe's unique business environment at risk. Key features of the new
edition include: assessments of how individual member states affect the integration process and
bring diversity to European business; new material on the links between Europe and the World's
other main regions, including emerging economies; new case studies on topics such as the rise of
the BRICs, the energy crisis, enlargement and the Euro. The book retains popular pedagogical
features to help students make sense of a confusing and complex environment. A unique and
accessible text, the book is ideal reading for students of European and International Business and
important additional reading for those interested in European politics and economics.

the european union a very short introduction: Imagining Europe Henry T. Edmondson III,
Peter Mentzel, 2021-03-09 Imagining Europe: Essays on the Past, Present and Future of the
European Union examines the EU from a variety of perspectives. The collection begins with the
expectation that, despite its challenges, the European Union is here to say, but it also proceeds from
the premise that imaginative thinking is necessary to guide the 27 member organization into the
future. The book offers nine chapters and a substantive introduction to examine the EU from the
point-of-view of a commercial enterprise, the writings of José Ortega y Gasset, immigration and
public opinion, its relationship with China, its management of political populism, the American
Federalist papers—and more. The first chapter is a summary of the history, structure and processes
of the European Union for the convenience of those using this text in the classroom. The last chapter
considers this latest chapter of European development, in light of the historical quest for a united
Europe. The contributors to the volume are scholars residing in the U.S., Poland, France,
Switzerland, the Czech Republic, and Turkey.

the european union a very short introduction: International History of the Twentieth
Century and Beyond Anthony Best, 2008 This major global history of the twentieth century is written



by four prominent international historians for first-year undergraduate level and upward. Using their
thematic and regional expertise, the authors cover events in Europe, Asia, the Middle East, Africa
and the Americas from the last century and beyond. Among the areas this book covers are:the
decline of European hegemony over the international order the diffusion of power to the two
superpowers the rise of newly independent states in Asia and Africa the course and consequences of
the majo.

the european union a very short introduction: Understanding British and European political
issues Krystyna McNaughton, 2018-07-30 This electronic version has been made available under a
Creative Commons (BY-NC-ND) open access license. This new edition will be essential reading for all
students studying politics at A2 level, as it covers the important issues as required by the main
examining boards, and has been specifically tailored to the brand new Edexcel Route A specification.
Fully updated to include the global recession and other recent political developments, it looks at the
important issues in British politics since 1945. It is also useful as an introductory reader for all those
who are interested in the field. Neil McNaughton is a seasoned writer at this level. He examines, on
a chapter by chapter basis, the key issues of British politics today; economic policy, the Welfare
State, law and order, environment policy, Northern Ireland, issues concerning women, European
integration and the European Union, and the impact of the European Union on Britain. In each case
he describes the issues in detail and places them in their political context. Written in an accessible
style, with helpful features such as summaries, definition, tables and boxes to illuminate the points
made and suggestions for additional reading and research, this book is urgently needed as students
grapple with the issues thrown up by the new examinations.

the european union a very short introduction: Environmental Politics for a Changing World
Ronnie D. Lipschutz, Doreen Stabinsky, 2018-07-12 This book argues that environmental problems
are, first and foremost, political and, therefore, about power. Using a framework of political
economy and political ecology, the authors deconstruct current environmental problems to identify
root causes and address those problems through mobilization of collective action and social power.
The second edition also offers: *Updated examples and stories of political struggles and the actors
involved <Explicit attention to various forms of power in environmental politics, including structural
and social power ¢Local politics and collective action as related to global environmental politics
*Discussion of emerging issues such as synthetic biology; commodification and financialization of
nature, including carbon markets; and geoengineering

the european union a very short introduction: The Uniting of Europe Stanley Henig,
2013-10-18 The Uniting of Europe provides an accessible introduction to the history of European
integration and places European unification within a wider political and economic context The book
shows how institutional developments have been conditioned by wider international considerations.
The Uniting of Europe considers: * the impact of the Cold War and the superpowers on Europe *
Britain's decision to join the Community * the consequences of German reunification * the problem
of nationalism in Eastern Europe * key personalities, parties, regimes and political systems. This
Second edition brings the history of the European Union up to date to include the Amsterdam and
Nice treaties, as well as other contemporary issues such as the impact of events in Yugoslavia, the
changing relationship with the US and British membership of the single currency.

the european union a very short introduction: European Union in the Global Context
Simon Sweeney, 2023-12-22 European Union in the Global Context explores the interplay between
the state and state sovereignty, nationalism, European integration and globalisation. It provides
essential foundations in these areas, while using stimulating arguments to prompt discussion and
provoke interest in the relationships between these processes. It critically analyses the challenges
faced by the EU from the contemporary political and economic dynamics of globalisation (IPE),
including trading relationships set through the WTO and bilateral relations with emerging markets,
especially the BRICS economies. Likewise, pressures from within, such as a resurgence of
nationalism, localisation, anti-austerity politics, and Euroscepticism, are examined. While the Union
is fundamentally challenged by pressures from above and below, and by its own internal dysfunction,




it remains central to the effective management of the international political economy. European
Union in the Global Context is a lively, focused and engaging text, incorporating anecdotes and
contemporary arguments, and presenting different perspectives on European integration and
globalisation. It will be of key interest to students of European Politics, European Studies, European
Union Studies, and more broadly, global political economy, foreign and security policy and
international relations.

the european union a very short introduction: Understanding Brexit Tim Oliver, 2018-07-30
Understanding Brexit provides a concise introduction to the past, present and future of one of the
most important and controversial topics in modern British politics. Written for both those familiar
with the topic and those new to it, the book sets out in a clear and accessible way many of the
fundamentals for understanding why Britain voted to leave the European Union and what happens
next.

the european union a very short introduction: On Extremism and Democracy in Europe Cas
Mudde, 2016-03-17 On Extremism and Democracy in Europe is a collection of short and accessible
essays on the far right, populism, Euroscepticism, and liberal democracy by one of the leading
academic and public voices today. It includes both sober, fact-based analysis of the often
sensationalized rise of the far right in Europe as well as passionate defence of the fundamental
values of liberal democracy. Sometimes counter-intuitive and always thought-provoking, Mudde
argues that the true challenge to liberal democracy comes from the political elites at the centre of
the political systems rather than from the political challengers at the political margins. Pushing to go
beyond the simplistic opposition of extremism and democracy, which is much clearer in theory than
in practice, he accentuates the internal dangers of liberal democracy without ignoring the external
threats. This book is essential reading for anyone interested in European politics, extremism and/or
current affairs more generally.
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