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The Enduring Power of The Black Unicorn Poems by Audre Lorde

the black unicorn poems audre lorde represent a vital collection in the landscape of
American poetry and feminist literature. This work, published in 1978, is not only a
testament to Lorde’s remarkable skill as a poet but also a profound exploration of identity,
empowerment, and transformation. For readers and scholars alike, The Black Unicorn
offers a glimpse into the complexities of race, gender, and sexuality through the lens of
Lorde’s unique voice—a voice that continues to resonate decades after its initial release.

Understanding The Black Unicorn Poems by Audre Lorde

Audre Lorde, an African American writer, feminist, and civil rights activist, used her
poetry as a form of resistance and healing. The Black Unicorn is one of her most
celebrated collections, showcasing her ability to weave the mythical with the personal.
The title itself evokes a powerful symbol: the black unicorn as a metaphor for the rare,
mystical, and often misunderstood aspects of identity that Lorde sought to illuminate
through her work.

The poems in this collection delve deeply into themes of self-discovery, cultural heritage,
and the intersectionality of oppression. Lorde’s use of vivid imagery and lyrical language
invites readers to confront the challenges faced by black women, as well as to celebrate
their strength and resilience.

The Significance of The Black Unicorn in Audre
Lorde’s Oeuvre

The Black Unicorn occupies a special place in Lorde’s body of work because it marks a
period of intense reflection and artistic growth. It is a bridge between her earlier poems
and the later, more explicitly political writings that would define her career. This
collection is notable for its blending of personal narrative with broader social commentary.

Exploring Identity and Mythology

One of the most striking aspects of The Black Unicorn poems is their fusion of
mythological motifs with the realities of black womanhood. Lorde often draws upon
mythical creatures and symbols to create a framework for discussing identity. The
unicorn, traditionally a symbol of purity and rarity, is reimagined through a black
lens—challenging conventional narratives and celebrating difference.

This mythic approach allows Lorde to tackle complex issues such as:

- The erasure of black women from mainstream narratives
- The power of self-definition



- The intersection of race, gender, and sexuality

By intertwining mythology with lived experience, Lorde encourages readers to see identity
as fluid and multifaceted.

The Role of Intersectionality in the Poems

Long before the term "intersectionality" was widely used, Audre Lorde’s poetry was
already addressing the overlapping systems of oppression faced by marginalized
individuals. The Black Unicorn is rich with reflections on how racism, sexism, and
homophobia intersect and compound the struggles of black women.

This intersectional lens not only deepens the emotional impact of Lorde’s poetry but also
serves as a call to action. It urges readers to recognize the interconnectedness of social
justice issues and to approach activism with an inclusive perspective.

Analyzing Key Poems from The Black Unicorn

While the entire collection is powerful, certain poems stand out for their thematic depth
and lyrical beauty. Examining these works offers insight into Lorde’s poetic style and the
messages she sought to convey.

“The Black Unicorn” – The Title Poem

The poem “The Black Unicorn” encapsulates much of what the collection represents. It is
a meditation on vulnerability and strength, portraying the black unicorn as a symbol of the
hidden, often misunderstood self. The poem’s tone shifts between tenderness and
defiance, mirroring the emotional complexity of navigating identity in a world rife with
prejudice.

Lorde’s language here is both evocative and accessible, inviting readers to engage with
the poem on multiple levels—from the literal to the symbolic.

“A Litany for Survival” – A Call to Endurance

Although “A Litany for Survival” is technically from a different collection, it is frequently
discussed alongside The Black Unicorn because it shares many of the same themes. The
poem emphasizes the courage required to exist authentically in a hostile environment. Its
rhythmic structure and repetition create a chant-like quality that resonates deeply with
readers who have faced marginalization.

This poem exemplifies Lorde’s ability to blend personal pain with collective empowerment,
a hallmark of her work in The Black Unicorn.



Why The Black Unicorn Poems Still Matter Today

Decades after its publication, The Black Unicorn remains relevant for several reasons.
First, its exploration of identity and intersectionality continues to inform contemporary
discussions about race, gender, and sexuality. Lorde’s unapologetic voice inspires new
generations of poets, activists, and thinkers.

Secondly, the collection’s emphasis on myth and symbolism offers a unique approach to
understanding complex social issues. In a world where narratives about marginalized
communities are often oversimplified or ignored, The Black Unicorn provides a nuanced,
poetic perspective that challenges readers to think deeply.

Inspiring Modern Writers and Activists

Many contemporary writers cite Audre Lorde and The Black Unicorn as foundational
influences. The collection’s blend of lyrical beauty and political urgency serves as a model
for using art as a tool for social change. For activists working at the intersections of racial
justice, feminism, and LGBTQ+ rights, Lorde’s poems offer both solace and motivation.

Incorporating The Black Unicorn into Education

Educators have increasingly recognized the value of including The Black Unicorn poems in
curricula that address diversity and inclusion. The collection’s rich imagery and themes
make it an excellent resource for encouraging critical thinking about identity and
oppression.

When teaching these poems, instructors often highlight:

- The historical context of Lorde’s writing
- The significance of mythological symbolism
- The relevance of intersectionality in social justice

Such discussions help students appreciate the enduring power of poetry as a form of
resistance and healing.

Tips for Reading and Appreciating The Black
Unicorn Poems

To fully engage with The Black Unicorn poems, it helps to approach them with openness
and an awareness of their cultural context. Here are some suggestions:

Read slowly and attentively. Lorde’s language is layered; taking time allows the



imagery and meaning to unfold.

Consider historical and social backgrounds. Understanding the civil rights era
and feminist movements enriches the reading experience.

Reflect on personal connections. Many readers find that the poems resonate with
their own experiences of identity and struggle.

Explore related works. Reading other poems by Audre Lorde or contemporary
writers can deepen appreciation.

Engaging with the poems in a community setting, such as a book club or poetry workshop,
can also enhance understanding through shared insights.

---

The black unicorn poems audre lorde remain a luminous beacon in the world of poetry,
illuminating the complexities of identity with grace and power. Through her masterful use
of myth and candid exploration of intersectionality, Lorde invites readers into a
transformative journey—one that challenges, uplifts, and ultimately celebrates the
multifaceted nature of human experience. Whether you are encountering these poems for
the first time or revisiting them, their relevance and beauty continue to inspire and
provoke meaningful reflection.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Audre Lorde, the author of 'The Black Unicorn'
poems?
Audre Lorde was a renowned African American writer, poet, and activist known for her
powerful works addressing issues of race, gender, and identity. She is celebrated for her
contributions to feminist and civil rights literature.

What is the central theme of Audre Lorde's 'The Black
Unicorn' poems?
The central theme of 'The Black Unicorn' poems revolves around empowerment, identity,
transformation, and the celebration of Black womanhood. The poems explore personal and
collective struggles, resilience, and the quest for self-definition.

When was 'The Black Unicorn' by Audre Lorde
published?
'The Black Unicorn' was published in 1978 as a collection of poems that highlight Lorde's
exploration of mythology, mysticism, and social justice issues.



How does Audre Lorde use symbolism in 'The Black
Unicorn'?
Lorde uses the black unicorn as a powerful symbol of rarity, strength, and mystical beauty,
representing uniqueness and the challenges faced by Black women. The unicorn embodies
both vulnerability and resilience throughout the poems.

What literary style is prominent in 'The Black Unicorn'
poems?
Audre Lorde's 'The Black Unicorn' employs a blend of free verse and rich imagery,
combining lyrical intensity with raw emotional expression. Her style is often described as
evocative, blending personal narrative with political commentary.

How does 'The Black Unicorn' address issues of race
and identity?
The poems confront systemic racism and explore the complexities of Black identity,
highlighting the intersections of race, gender, and sexuality. Lorde uses her poetry to
assert pride and challenge societal norms that marginalize Black experiences.

What impact has 'The Black Unicorn' had on feminist
literature?
'The Black Unicorn' has been influential in feminist literature for centering the voices of
Black women and advocating for intersectionality. Lorde's work paved the way for
subsequent generations of writers to explore diverse feminist perspectives.

Can you name a notable poem from 'The Black Unicorn'
collection?
One notable poem from the collection is 'A Litany for Survival,' which poignantly
addresses fear, courage, and the necessity of speaking out against oppression despite the
risks involved.

Where can readers find 'The Black Unicorn' poems by
Audre Lorde?
'The Black Unicorn' poems are available in published collections of Audre Lorde's poetry,
including the original 1978 book. They can also be found in various literary anthologies
and online platforms that feature her work.

Additional Resources
The Black Unicorn Poems Audre Lorde: An In-Depth Exploration of Power, Identity, and



Transformation

the black unicorn poems audre lorde represent a seminal work in the landscape of
American poetry, reflecting themes of identity, resilience, and transformation through a
unique intersection of personal and political narratives. Audre Lorde, a self-described
“black, lesbian, mother, warrior, poet,” uses The Black Unicorn as a powerful vehicle to
explore the multiplicity of her experiences and the broader struggles of marginalized
communities. This collection, published in 1978, remains a critical touchstone for scholars,
readers, and activists who seek to understand the complexities of race, gender, and
sexuality in poetry.

The Black Unicorn poems Audre Lorde crafts are deeply rooted in the African American
experience yet transcend singular identity markers to touch on universal themes of
empowerment and self-actualization. This article investigates the poetic techniques,
thematic concerns, and cultural significance of this collection, while also contextualizing
its impact within Lorde’s broader oeuvre and the literary canon.

Exploring The Black Unicorn Poems Audre Lorde:
Context and Background

The Black Unicorn is often regarded as one of Audre Lorde’s most evocative and powerful
collections. Emerging during the late 1970s—a period marked by heightened activism
around civil rights, feminism, and LGBTQ+ issues—these poems reflect Lorde’s
commitment to social justice and personal truth. Her work challenges dominant narratives
by centering blackness and queer identity, intertwining mythic imagery with raw
emotional honesty.

Audre Lorde’s background as a Caribbean-American poet and activist deeply informs the
texture of The Black Unicorn poems. She wrote not only to express her own lived reality
but to articulate a shared struggle against systemic oppression. Her poetry is both a call to
arms and a meditation on survival, blending fierce critique with moments of tenderness
and introspection.

Thematic Depth: Identity, Myth, and Transformation

At the core of The Black Unicorn poems Audre Lorde presents is a powerful engagement
with identity. The black unicorn itself emerges as a symbol of rarity, strength, and
mystical transformation—qualities that resonate throughout the collection. Lorde employs
mythological symbolism to elevate black womanhood and queer identity, framing them as
sources of magic and resilience rather than marginalization.

A recurring theme across the poems is the negotiation of multiple identities: racial, sexual,
and gendered. Lorde’s work simultaneously confronts external oppression and internalized
conflicts, making the poems a profound exploration of selfhood. The tension between
invisibility and visibility, silence and voice, runs through the collection, inviting readers to
consider how marginalized individuals navigate complex social landscapes.



Poetic Style and Literary Devices

Audre Lorde’s poetic technique in The Black Unicorn is marked by a fluid and evocative
style that blends free verse with powerful imagery and metaphor. Her use of repetition
and rhythm creates a musicality that enhances the emotional resonance of her themes.
The poems often shift between narrative storytelling and abstract reflection, allowing for a
multi-layered reading experience.

One notable feature of these poems is Lorde’s ability to weave personal narrative with
collective history. She employs vivid metaphors—such as the unicorn—to symbolize hope,
rarity, and resistance. The language is both accessible and richly symbolic, making the
collection approachable for a wide audience while offering depth for academic analysis.

The Cultural and Literary Impact of The Black
Unicorn Poems Audre Lorde

The Black Unicorn remains a cornerstone in the study of intersectional literature,
particularly in discussions around black feminist and queer poetics. Lorde’s work helped
pave the way for future generations of poets and activists by articulating the intersections
of race, gender, and sexuality in ways that were groundbreaking for the time.

Comparatively, The Black Unicorn stands alongside other influential collections such as
Nikki Giovanni’s “Black Feeling, Black Talk” and June Jordan’s “Harlem Suite,” all of
which helped define the voice of black poets in the latter half of the 20th century.
However, Lorde’s explicit focus on the interlocking nature of oppression and her
insistence on self-definition distinguishes her work and cements its lasting relevance.

Pros and Cons of The Black Unicorn Poems in
Contemporary Readings

Pros: The collection offers a profound insight into intersectional identities, providing
both historical context and emotional depth. Its mythic symbolism enriches readers’
understanding of resilience and transformation. The accessible yet layered poetic
style invites diverse audiences, from casual readers to scholars.

Cons: Some readers might find the densely symbolic language challenging without
prior knowledge of Lorde’s historical and cultural context. The intensity of the
themes can also be overwhelming, requiring careful and reflective reading to fully
appreciate the nuances.



Relevance in Modern Literary and Social Discourses

The Black Unicorn poems by Audre Lorde continue to resonate in contemporary
discussions around social justice, identity politics, and the power of marginalized voices.
In an era where conversations about race, gender, and sexuality remain vital, Lorde’s
work offers both a historical lens and an enduring call for empowerment.

Her poetry has been incorporated into academic curricula worldwide, highlighting its
pedagogical importance. Moreover, The Black Unicorn serves as a source of inspiration for
artists, activists, and thinkers who draw on Lorde’s legacy to challenge ongoing injustices.

Conclusion: The Enduring Legacy of The Black
Unicorn Poems Audre Lorde

Audre Lorde’s The Black Unicorn remains a profound exploration of identity, power, and
transformation. The collection’s poetic mastery and thematic richness continue to inspire
reflection and dialogue around intersectionality and resistance. By centering blackness,
queerness, and womanhood through mythic imagery and personal narrative, Lorde crafted
a work that transcends its time and continues to influence contemporary literary and
social landscapes. For readers and scholars alike, The Black Unicorn poems offer a
compelling testament to the power of poetry as a tool for self-definition and social change.

The Black Unicorn Poems Audre Lorde

  the black unicorn poems audre lorde: The Black Unicorn Audre Lorde, 2019-07-04 I have
been woman for a long time beware my smile I am treacherous with old magic Filled with rage and
tenderness, Audre Lorde's most acclaimed poetry collection speaks of mothers and children, female
strength and vulnerability, renewal and revenge, goddesses and warriors, ancient magic and
contemporary America. These are fearless assertions of identity, told with incantatory power.
  the black unicorn poems audre lorde: The Black Unicorn. Poems by Audre Lorde Audre
Lorde, 1978
  the black unicorn poems audre lorde: The Black Unicorn Audre Lorde, 1978 Reissued as a
Norton Paperback 1995--T.p. verso.
  the black unicorn poems audre lorde: Freedom on My Mind Manning Marable, 2003-07-10
Freedom on My Mind reveals the richly diverse and complex experience of black people in America
in their own words, from the Colonial era of Benjamin Banneker to the present world of Kweisi
Mfume and Clarence Thomas. Personal correspondence, excerpts from slave narratives and
autobiographies, leaflets, significant addresses and speeches, oral histories and interviews, political
manifestos, and important statements of black institutions and organizations are brought together to
form a volume that testifies to the boundless creative potential of black Americans in indefatigable
pursuit of the dream of freedom. Arranged thematically, the selections illustrate the politics of
resistance—as reflected through gender and sexuality, kinship and community, work and leisure,
faith and spirituality. They also highlight the contributions of women to black identity, history, and
consciousness, and offer excerpts from the work of some of the finest stylists in the African
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American canon. A general introduction as well as short introductions and bibliographies for each
document further enhance the usefulness of the book for students and researchers.
  the black unicorn poems audre lorde: A Darker Wilderness Eric Sharkey, 2023-02-14 A
vibrant collection of personal and lyric essays in conversation with archival objects of Black history
and memory. What are the politics of nature? Who owns it, where is it, what role does it play in our
lives? Does it need to be tamed? Are we ourselves natural? In A Darker Wilderness, a constellation of
luminary writers reflect on the significance of nature in their lived experience and on the role of
nature in the lives of Black folks in the United States. Each of these essays engages with a single
archival object, whether directly or obliquely, exploring stories spanning hundreds of years and
thousands of miles, traveling from roots to space and finding rich Blackness everywhere. Erin
Sharkey considers Benjamin Banneker’s 1795 almanac, as she follows the passing of seasons in an
urban garden in Buffalo. Naima Penniman reflects on a statue of Haitian revolutionary François
Makandal, within her own pursuit of environmental justice. Ama Codjoe meditates on rain, hair,
protest, and freedom via a photo of a young woman during a civil rights demonstration in Alabama.
And so on—with wide-ranging contributions from Carolyn Finney, Ronald Greer II, Alexis Pauline
Gumbs, Sean Hill, Michael Kleber-Diggs, Glynn Pogue, Katie Robinson, and Lauret
Savoy—unearthing evidence of the ways Black people’s relationship to the natural world has
persevered through colonialism, slavery, state-sponsored violence, and structurally racist policies
like Jim Crow and redlining. A scrapbook, a family chest, a quilt—and an astounding work of
historical engagement and literary accomplishment—A Darker Wilderness is a collection brimming
with abundance and insight.
  the black unicorn poems audre lorde: Making a Spectacle Lynda Hart, 1989 The first
scholarly collection to discuss the intersection of feminism and dramatic theory
  the black unicorn poems audre lorde: Conversations with Audre Lorde Audre Lorde, 2004
Audre Lorde (1934-1992), the author of eleven books of poetry, described herself as a Black feminist
lesbian poet warrior mother, but she added that this phrase was inadequate in capturing her full
identity. The interviews in this collection portray the many additional sides of the Harlem-born
author and activist. She was also a rebellious child of Caribbean parents, a mastectomy patient, a
blue-collar worker, a college professor, a student of African mythology, an experimental
autobiographer in her book titled Zami, a critic of imperialism, and a charismatic orator. Despite her
intense engagement with the major social movements of her time, Lorde told interviewers that she
was always an outsider, a position of weakness and of strength. Most of her schoolmates were white.
She married a white legal-aid attorney, and after their divorce she was the partner of a white
psychologist for many years. These intimate alliances with whites caused some African Americans of
both genders to question the depth of her solidarity. Lorde expressed distrust of some white
feminists and charged that they lacked real understanding of African American struggles. Writing
proved to be her powerful weapon against injustice. Painfully aware that differences could provoke
prejudice and violence, she promoted the bridging of barriers. These interviews reveal the sense of
displacement that made Lorde a champion of the outcast and the forgotten--whether in New York,
Mississippi, Berlin, or Soweto.
  the black unicorn poems audre lorde: Constructing Black Selves Lisa Diane McGill,
2005-11-01 In 1965, the Hart-Cellar Immigration Reform Act ushered in a huge wave of immigrants
from across the Caribbean—Jamaicans, Cubans, Haitians, and Dominicans, among others. How have
these immigrants and their children negotiated languages of race and ethnicity in American social
and cultural politics? As black immigrants, to which America do they assimilate? Constructing Black
Selves explores the cultural production of second-generation Caribbean immigrants in the United
States after World War II as a prism for understanding the formation of Caribbean American
identity. Lisa D. McGill pays particular attention to music, literature, and film, centering her study
around the figures of singer-actor Harry Belafonte, writers Paule Marshall, Audre Lorde, and Piri
Thomas, and meringue-hip-hop group Proyecto Uno. Illuminating the ways in which Caribbean
identity has been transformed by mass migration to urban landscapes, as well as the dynamic and



sometimes conflicted relationship between Caribbean American and African American cultural
politics, Constructing Black Selves is an important contribution to studies of twentieth century U.S.
immigration, African American and Afro-Caribbean history and literature, and theories of ethnicity
and race.
  the black unicorn poems audre lorde: The Oxford Anthology of African-American Poetry
Arnold Rampersad, Hilary Herbold, 2006 Presents a comprehensive anthology of African-American
poetry covering over two centuries, and includes selections by Langston Hughes, Gwendolyn Brooks,
W.E.B. Du Bois, and many more.
  the black unicorn poems audre lorde: Survival Is a Promise Alexis Pauline Gumbs,
2024-08-20 A Time Must-Read Book of the Year Winner of the Judy Grahn Award for Lesbian
Nonfiction A Publishers Weekly Top Ten Book of the Year Shortlisted for the 2025 Brooklyn Public
Library Book Prize A bold, innovative biography that offers a new understanding of the life, work,
and enduring impact of Audre Lorde. We remember Audre Lorde as an iconic writer, a quotable
teacher whose words and face grace T-shirts, nonprofit annual reports, and campus diversity-center
walls. But even those who are inspired by Lorde’s teachings on “the creative power of difference”
may be missing something fundamental about her life and work, and what they can mean for us
today. Lorde’s understanding of survival was not simply about getting through to the other side of
oppression or being resilient in the face of cancer. It was about the total stakes of what it means to
be in relationship with a planet in transformation. Possibly the focus on Lorde’s quotable essays, to
the neglect of her complex poems, has led us to ignore her deep engagement with the natural world,
the planetary dynamics of geology, meteorology, and biology. For her, ecological images are not
simply metaphors but rather literal guides to how to be of earth on earth, and how to survive—to live
the ethics that a Black feminist lesbian warrior poetics demands. In Survival Is a Promise, Alexis
Pauline Gumbs, the first researcher to explore the full depths of Lorde’s manuscript archives,
illuminates the eternal life of Lorde. Her life and work become more than a sound bite; they become
a cosmic force, teaching us the grand contingency of life together on earth.
  the black unicorn poems audre lorde: There's a Disco Ball Between Us Jafari Sinclaire Allen,
2021-11-15 In There’s a Disco Ball Between Us, Jafari S. Allen offers a sweeping and lively
ethnographic and intellectual history of what he calls “Black gay habits of mind.” In conversational
and lyrical language, Allen locates this sensibility as it emerged from radical Black lesbian activism
and writing during the long 1980s. He traverses multiple temporalities and locations, drawing on
research and fieldwork conducted across the globe, from Nairobi, London, and Paris to Toronto,
Miami, and Trinidad and Tobago. In these locations and archives, Allen traces the genealogies of
Black gay politics and cultures in the visual art, poetry, film, Black feminist theory, historiography,
and activism of thinkers and artists such as Audre Lorde, Marsha P. Johnson, Essex Hemphill, Colin
Robinson, Marlon Riggs, Pat Parker, and Joseph Beam. Throughout, Allen renarrates Black queer
history while cultivating a Black gay method of thinking and writing. In so doing, he speaks to the
urgent contemporary struggles for social justice while calling on Black studies to pursue
scholarship, art, and policy derived from the lived experience and fantasies of Black people
throughout the world.
  the black unicorn poems audre lorde: African-American Poets Harold Bloom, 2010 This
volume;examines contemporary African-American poets from the well-known writers of the late 20th
century to the newly established and emerging voices of today.
  the black unicorn poems audre lorde: After the Pain Fiona Mills, Keith B. Mitchell, 2006 As a
poet, playwright, novelist, short-story writer, and critic, Gayl Jones has always resisted labels in her
quest to find a liberating voice for black women and herself. With a poet's lyricism and a musician's
ear for rhythm, she continually seeks new ways to confront the barriers, traumas, insecurities, and
prejudices oppressing black women, and, by extension, all women. After the Pain: Critical Essays on
Gayl Jones is the first comprehensive collection of essays dedicated solely to the exploration of
Jones's work. Ranging from analyses of her use of language and music to reevaluations of her
representation of sexuality and gender roles to examinations of the oft-overlooked connections



between Latin America and African Americans, each of these essays investigates Jones's desire to
continually complicate the process of identity formation.
  the black unicorn poems audre lorde: Black Women, Identity, and Cultural Theory Kevin
Everod Quashie, 2004 Ultimately moves beyond these to propose a new cultural aesthetic that aims
to center black women and their philosophies. Book jacket.
  the black unicorn poems audre lorde: Worrying the Line Cheryl A. Wall, 2005 In blues music,
worrying the line is the technique of breaking up a phrase by changing pitch, adding a shout, or
repeating words in order to emphasize, clarify, or subvert a moment in a song. Cheryl A. Wall
applies this term to fiction and nonfiction wr
  the black unicorn poems audre lorde: Mothers, Mobility, Narrative Mary Jo Bona,
2025-05-01 Shows how US literary representations of mothering across racial, ethnic, and LGBTQ
communities challenge ideological prescriptions about motherhood and maternal love. Mothers,
Mobility, Narrative pairs women-identified writers whose work illuminates a range of maternal
practices in the face of egregious structural inequalities and obstacles. By using the critical lens of
maternal feminism, alongside recent theories of time, space, and memory, Mary Jo Bona reengages
the field of motherhood studies to explore linkages between motherhood and movement. Across
genres, Harriet Jacobs, Willa Cather, Toni Morrison, Audre Lorde, Kym Ragusa, Carole Maso,
Cristina García, and Rebecca Makkai develop maternal figures who, in battling against institutional
oppressions in eras of slavocracy, colonialism, dictatorship, and pandemic, expose the fundamentally
intersectional nature of social categorization and disrupt traditional discourses of the maternal.
Mothers, Mobility, Narrative rethinks maternality across a century and a half of literary expression
in the United States, compelling readers to embrace more capacious understandings of maternal
subjectivity, care, and kinship.
  the black unicorn poems audre lorde: The Search for a Woman-centered Spirituality
Annette J. Van Dyke, 1992-07 Examining the work and writings of such figures as Leslie Marmon
Silko, Paula Gunn Allen, Audre Lorde, Alice Walker, Starhawk, Marion Zimmer Bradley, Sonial
Johnson and Mary Daly, the author illustrates how these writers and activists outline a journey
toward wholeness.
  the black unicorn poems audre lorde: Black Dignity Vincent W. Lloyd, 2022-11-15 Why Black
dignity is the paradigm of all dignity and Black philosophy is the starting point of all philosophy This
radical work by one of the leading young scholars of Black thought delineates a new concept of
Black dignity, yet one with a long history in Black writing and action. Previously in the West, dignity
has been seen in two ways: as something inherent in one’s station in life, whether acquired or
conferred by birth; or more recently as an essential condition and right common to all of humanity.
In what might be called a work of observational philosophy—an effort to describe the philosophy
underlying the Black Lives Matter movement—Lloyd defines dignity as something performative, not
an essential quality but an action: struggle against domination. Without struggle, there is no dignity.
He defines anti-Blackness as an inescapable condition of American life, and the slave’s struggle
against the master as the “primal scene” of domination and resistance. Exploring the way Black
writers such as Frederick Douglass, Langston Hughes, and Audre Lorde have dealt with themes such
as Black rage, Black love, and Black magic, Lloyd posits that Black dignity is the paradigm of all
dignity and, more audaciously, that Black philosophy is the starting point of all philosophy.
  the black unicorn poems audre lorde: Hip-Hop Revolution in the Flesh G. Thomas,
2009-02-16 An extended study of the writings of Lil' Kim, the multi-platinum selling Hip Hop artist.
Examines Lil' Kim's anti-sexist, gender-defiant and ultra-erotic verse alongside issues of race and the
politics of imprisonment. This is the first study to apply the tools of literary criticism to Hip Hop's
lyrical writings.
  the black unicorn poems audre lorde: Reclaiming Home, Remembering Motherhood,
Rewriting History Marie Drews, Verena Theile, 2009-05-05 Reclaiming Home, Remembering
Motherhood, Rewriting History: African American and Afro-Caribbean Women’s Literature in the
Twentieth Century offers a critical valuation of literature composed by black female writers and



examines their projects of reclamation, rememory, and revision. As a collection, it engages black
women writers’ efforts to create more inclusive conceptualizations of community, gender, and
history, conceptualizations that take into account alternate lived and written experiences as well as
imagined futures. Contributors to this collection probe the realms of gender studies, postcolonialism,
and post-structural theory and suggest important ways in which to explore connections between
home, motherhood, and history across the multifarious narratives of African American and
Afro-Caribbean experiences. Together they argue that it is through their female characters that
black women writers demonstrate the tumultuous processes of deciphering home and homeland, of
articulating the complexities of mothering relationships, and of locating their own personal history
within local and national narratives. Essays gathered in this collection consider the works of African
American women writers (Pauline Hopkins, Toni Morrison, Jessie Redmon Fauset, Audre Lorde,
Lalita Tademy, Lorene Cary, Octavia Butler, Zora Neale Hurston, and Sherley Anne Williams)
alongside the works of black women writers from the Caribbean (Jamaica Kincaid and Gisèle
Pineau), Guyana (Grace Nichols), and Cuba (María de los Reyes Castillo Bueno).
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