
psychology of dirty jokes

**The Psychology of Dirty Jokes: Exploring Humor Beyond the Surface**

psychology of dirty jokes reveals a fascinating intersection between humor, social norms, and human
psychology. These jokes, often laden with taboo or risqu� content, evoke reactions ranging from laughter to
discomfort. But what exactly drives people to tell and enjoy dirty jokes? What deeper psychological
mechanisms are at play? Understanding this unique form of humor offers insight into how we navigate societal
boundaries, manage stress, and connect with others on a primal level.

Why Do Dirty Jokes Make Us Laugh?

Humor has long been studied as a complex psychological phenomenon, and dirty jokes hold a special place within
this realm. At their core, dirty jokes often rely on taboo subjects—sex, bodily functions, and other socially
sensitive topics—which are typically avoided in polite conversation. The humor emerges from the tension
between what is socially acceptable and the unexpected breaking of those rules.

Relief Theory and the Release of Tension

One prominent explanation in the psychology of dirty jokes is the relief theory proposed by Sigmund Freud.
According to this theory, laughter serves as a release of pent-up nervous energy or psychological tension.
When a dirty joke breaches social taboos, it momentarily lifts the weight of societal constraints, allowing
individuals to experience a sense of relief and liberation. The laughter is not just about the content, but about
the relief from restraint.

Incongruity and Surprise

Another key factor is the incongruity theory of humor, which suggests that jokes are funny because they
present a surprise or a mismatch between expectations and reality. Dirty jokes often lead the listener down a
conventional path before delivering an unexpected risqu� punchline. This surprise element triggers cognitive
processing that manifests as laughter. The mix of shock and wit keeps the brain engaged and entertained.

The Social Functions of Dirty Jokes

Dirty jokes are not just about individual amusement; they serve important social roles. Understanding these
functions sheds light on why such humor persists despite its controversial nature.

Bonding Through Shared Taboo

Sharing dirty jokes can create a sense of intimacy and camaraderie among people. Laughing together at something
taboo signals trust and social closeness. It’s a way of saying, “We’re comfortable enough to break the rules
together.” This shared experience strengthens group identity and often helps build friendships or ease social
awkwardness.



Establishing Social Boundaries

Interestingly, the psychology of dirty jokes also involves boundary-setting. By joking about taboo topics,
individuals can test the limits of what’s acceptable within their social context. Those who appreciate or
reciprocate the humor are perceived as more open-minded or rebellious, while those who react negatively help
reinforce group norms. In this way, dirty jokes can subtly define who belongs in a social circle.

Power Dynamics and Subversion

Dirty jokes sometimes function as a form of subversion, allowing people to challenge authority or
conventional morality in a playful way. Making light of serious or “forbidden” topics can empower individuals
by giving them control over subjects that might otherwise be stigmatized. This subversion is a psychological
strategy to cope with societal pressures or personal insecurities.

Psychological Traits Linked to Enjoying Dirty Jokes

Not everyone enjoys or feels comfortable with dirty jokes, and research has identified certain psychological
traits that influence this preference.

Openness to Experience

Individuals high in openness to experience tend to appreciate novel and unconventional ideas, including risqu�
humor. They are more likely to enjoy dirty jokes because they are less constrained by traditional norms and
more willing to explore taboo subjects through humor.

Sense of Humor and Intelligence

Studies suggest that people who enjoy more complex or edgy humor, including dirty jokes, often score higher on
measures of verbal intelligence and creativity. The cognitive challenge of processing double meanings, innuendos,
and social context plays a role in appreciating this form of humor.

Personality Factors and Social Context

Extroverted individuals may be more inclined to share dirty jokes openly, using humor as a social tool.
Conversely, those with high levels of social anxiety or conscientiousness might avoid such jokes to prevent
social disapproval. Additionally, cultural background and upbringing significantly shape what kinds of dirty
jokes are considered funny or offensive.

Dirty Jokes in Different Cultural Contexts

The psychology of dirty jokes cannot be fully understood without acknowledging the cultural lens through
which humor is filtered. What is hilarious in one culture might be taboo or offensive in another.



Variations in Taboo Topics

Different societies have varied thresholds for what constitutes a taboo subject. For example, some cultures
may treat sexual jokes lightly but find jokes about bodily functions deeply offensive, while others might
reverse these attitudes. This variation is linked to historical, religious, and social norms that influence
collective psychology.

Humor as a Cultural Mirror

Dirty jokes often reflect societal attitudes toward sex, gender roles, and morality. Analyzing these jokes
provides psychologists and anthropologists with clues about a culture’s values, anxieties, and power
structures. In this sense, the jokes act as a mirror, revealing hidden or unspoken aspects of collective
psychology.

Risks and Rewards: Navigating Dirty Humor Responsibly

While dirty jokes can be a source of joy and bonding, they also carry risks. Understanding these helps in using
such humor wisely.

When Dirty Jokes Cross the Line

The line between funny and offensive can be thin, and jokes that demean or objectify can cause harm. The
psychology of dirty jokes involves recognizing that humor often reflects unconscious biases, and without
awareness, it can reinforce stereotypes or alienate individuals.

Tips for Using Dirty Jokes Mindfully

Know Your Audience: Gauge the comfort level and cultural background of those around you before
sharing risqu� humor.

Context Matters: Avoid dirty jokes in professional or sensitive settings where they might be
inappropriate.

Self-Awareness: Reflect on why you are sharing a dirty joke—whether to amuse, bond, or provoke—and
consider potential impacts.

Respect Boundaries: Be ready to apologize or change the subject if someone reacts negatively.

The Neuroscience Behind Laughing at Dirty Jokes

Delving deeper, neuroscience offers insights into what happens in the brain when we process dirty jokes.



Activation of Reward Centers

Laughing at dirty jokes activates the brain’s reward centers, including the nucleus accumbens, which releases
dopamine—the neurotransmitter associated with pleasure and motivation. This neurological response
reinforces the enjoyment of humor, even when it involves taboo subjects.

Engagement of Cognitive Control Regions

Processing dirty jokes requires the brain’s prefrontal cortex to navigate social rules and manage the conflict
between the joke’s content and societal norms. This cognitive effort is part of what makes such jokes mentally
stimulating and rewarding.

Emotional Regulation

Dirty jokes can elicit mixed emotions: amusement, embarrassment, discomfort. The brain’s emotional centers, like
the amygdala, help regulate these feelings, contributing to the complex experience of laughing at something
simultaneously naughty and funny.

The psychology of dirty jokes, therefore, is a rich tapestry woven from social, cognitive, and emotional
threads. These jokes, while often dismissed as mere amusement, open a window into human nature and the ways we
negotiate the boundaries of propriety, connection, and self-expression. Whether you find them hilarious or
cringe-worthy, dirty jokes undeniably highlight some of the most intriguing facets of our shared psychology.

Frequently Asked Questions

Why do people find dirty jokes funny from a psychological perspective?

People often find dirty jokes funny because they trigger taboo topics in a safe, socially acceptable context,
which can lead to a release of psychological tension and a sense of relief or amusement.

How does humor in dirty jokes relate to the concept of taboo in
psychology?

Dirty jokes often involve taboo subjects such as sex or bodily functions. Humor arises from the violation of
social norms in a controlled environment, allowing people to explore forbidden topics without real-world
consequences.

Can dirty jokes be used to build social bonds?

Yes, sharing dirty jokes can create a sense of camaraderie and trust among individuals by signaling openness and
a shared understanding of social boundaries and humor.

Do dirty jokes have any impact on mental health?

For many, dirty jokes can provide a harmless way to relieve stress and anxiety by using humor to cope with
uncomfortable or awkward subjects, although excessive use in inappropriate settings might cause social
friction.



What role does the incongruity theory play in the humor of dirty jokes?

Incongruity theory suggests humor arises from the unexpected or mismatched elements in a joke. Dirty jokes often
combine innocent setups with risqu� punchlines, creating surprise and amusement through incongruity.

Are there cultural differences in the perception of dirty jokes?

Yes, cultural norms and values greatly influence what is considered acceptable or offensive in dirty jokes,
affecting how humor is perceived and whether such jokes are appreciated or rejected.

How do individual personality traits affect the appreciation of dirty jokes?

People with higher openness to experience and lower sensitivity to social norms tend to enjoy dirty jokes more,
while those with conservative or anxious traits may find them offensive or uncomfortable.

Can dirty jokes be a way to challenge social norms or express rebellion?

Absolutely. Dirty jokes can serve as a subtle form of rebellion by mocking or undermining established social
conventions, allowing individuals to express dissent or critique societal taboos through humor.

Additional Resources
**The Psychology of Dirty Jokes: An Analytical Exploration**

psychology of dirty jokes delves into a unique and sometimes controversial aspect of human communication and
humor. These jokes, often characterized by their risqu� or taboo content, reveal much about social norms,
cognitive processing, and emotional responses. Understanding why people tell, laugh at, or feel uncomfortable
with dirty jokes opens a window into the intricate relationship between humor and human psychology.

The Intricacies of Humor and the Role of Dirty Jokes

Humor is a complex mental function that involves cognitive, emotional, and social dimensions. Dirty jokes, a
subset of humor, typically incorporate themes related to sex, bodily functions, or other socially sensitive
topics. Their psychology involves not only the content but also the context in which they are delivered and
received.

The psychology of dirty jokes suggests that they serve multiple functions. They can act as social lubricants
by breaking down barriers, signaling group membership, or expressing taboo thoughts in a socially acceptable
manner. Conversely, they might also provoke discomfort or reinforce social boundaries depending on the
audience’s sensitivity and cultural background.

Cognitive Mechanisms Behind Dirty Jokes

At the cognitive level, dirty jokes engage several mental processes. The punchline often requires the listener to
reconcile incongruous ideas—typically a socially forbidden notion paired with humor. This incongruity-
resolution mechanism is central to many humor theories, including the incongruity theory, which posits that
humor arises when an unexpected connection or twist is made.

Moreover, dirty jokes often depend on double entendres or wordplay. The listener must decode layered meanings,
which activates higher-order cognitive functions. This decoding process can lead to a rewarding feeling, as
solving the “puzzle” of the joke stimulates pleasure centers in the brain, releasing dopamine.



Social and Emotional Dimensions

The social context deeply influences how dirty jokes are perceived. According to social psychology research,
laughter in response to such jokes can be a form of social bonding, indicating trust and shared values within a
group. Dirty jokes often produce a sense of intimacy among listeners, as sharing taboo content implicitly
acknowledges mutual understanding and reduces social distance.

On the emotional front, these jokes may evoke relief by allowing individuals to confront socially forbidden
topics in a humorous way. Freud’s relief theory of humor suggests that laughter releases pent-up nervous
energy or tension related to taboo subjects. Dirty jokes, by addressing sexual or bodily themes, might provide
an outlet for expressing repressed impulses in a non-threatening manner.

Cultural Variations and Acceptability

The acceptability and popularity of dirty jokes vary widely across cultures, shaped by differing social norms,
religious beliefs, and levels of conservatism. In some societies, these jokes are embraced as a natural part of
humor, while in others, they are taboo or considered offensive.

Cross-cultural studies on humor reveal that what constitutes a “dirty joke” can differ significantly. Some
cultures may tolerate jokes related to bodily functions but find sexual content inappropriate, while others
might invert these sensitivities. This cultural relativity highlights the importance of context in the psychology
of dirty jokes and their social functions.

Psychological Benefits and Risks

Exploring the psychology of dirty jokes uncovers both potential benefits and risks associated with their use.

#### Benefits:
- **Stress Relief:** Engaging with risqu� humor can reduce stress by providing a humorous perspective on
typically anxiety-inducing subjects.
- **Social Bonding:** Sharing dirty jokes can strengthen group cohesion and trust by signaling openness.
- **Cognitive Engagement:** The mental challenge involved in understanding the layered meanings stimulates
cognitive flexibility.

#### Risks:
- **Offense and Alienation:** Dirty jokes may offend or alienate individuals who find the content inappropriate
or disrespectful.
- **Reinforcement of Stereotypes:** Some dirty jokes perpetuate harmful stereotypes or sexist attitudes,
which can contribute to social harm.
- **Contextual Misuse:** In professional or mixed settings, such jokes can lead to misunderstandings or even
accusations of harassment.

The Role of Personality Traits in Appreciation of Dirty Jokes

Research indicates that personality influences how individuals perceive and respond to dirty jokes. Traits such
as openness to experience, sensation-seeking, and extraversion correlate with a greater appreciation for risqu�
humor. Conversely, individuals high in conscientiousness or agreeableness may be more sensitive to the
potentially offensive nature of these jokes.

This divergence suggests that the psychology of dirty jokes cannot be fully understood without considering
individual differences. People’s thresholds for taboo content and their humor preferences shape how they engage
with such material.



Dirty Jokes in Digital and Media Environments

With the rise of social media and digital communication, the dissemination and reception of dirty jokes have
transformed. Online anonymity often lowers social inhibitions, leading to the widespread sharing of risqu�
humor. However, this also raises psychological questions about boundaries, social norms, and the impact of
exposure to such content.

Digital platforms provide fertile ground for rapid cultural shifts around humor, including the normalization or
rejection of dirty jokes in various online communities. The psychology of dirty jokes in these environments
involves navigating issues of identity, group dynamics, and the consequences of public versus private humor.

Ethical and Psychological Considerations for Practitioners

For psychologists, educators, and communication professionals, understanding the psychology of dirty jokes
is crucial for managing interpersonal dynamics and workplace culture. While humor can enhance social
cohesion, inappropriate or poorly timed dirty jokes may cause discomfort or damage relationships.

Ethical considerations include respecting boundaries, recognizing cultural sensitivities, and promoting inclusive
humor. Psychological training often emphasizes the importance of context and audience awareness in humor use,
particularly when dealing with potentially offensive material.

---

The psychology of dirty jokes thus offers a fascinating lens into human cognition, emotion, and social
interaction. By decoding the mechanisms behind risqu� humor, one gains insight into broader psychological
processes, including how people negotiate taboos, build social bonds, and express complex emotions through
laughter. As society continues to evolve, so too will the role and reception of dirty jokes, reflecting ongoing
shifts in cultural norms and individual psychology.

Psychology Of Dirty Jokes

  psychology of dirty jokes: The Consolations of Humor and Other Folklore Essays Elliott
Oring, 2023-11-01 The Consolations of Humor and Other Folklore Essays unfolds as a series of
questions, commentaries, and criticisms of the analysis, interpretation, and explanation of folklore.
Can we confidently regard jokes as the catharsis of sexual and aggressive impulses? What is the
basis for characterizing a joke as Jewish or Scottish or Japanese? What do we really know about
“dirty jokes”? How is a text or behavior constructed so that it is perceived as humorous? Can we get
a computer to reliably recognize jokes? What is the relevance of memetics and a Darwinian
paradigm to understanding folklore change over time? Can we identify laws operating in the realm
of folklore? How can the marginalization, extinction, or continuity of traditions be explained? In the
course of addressing these questions, Elliott Oring identifies some fundamental problems, brings
new evidence and observations to the discussion, and proffers some original and startling insights.
While recognizing the study of jokes and other forms of folklore as a humanistic endeavor, Oring
believes in the relevance of a scientific perspective to the enterprise. He values clear definitions,
tests of hypotheses and theories, empirical evidence, experiment, and the search for laws. Written in
a sophisticated yet accessible style, The Consolations of Humor and Other Folklore Essays
stimulates both scholars and students alike and contributes to the creation of a more robust
folkloristics in the twenty-first century.
  psychology of dirty jokes: Studies in the Psychology of Sex: Sexual inversion Havelock Ellis,
1915

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-192/psychology-of-dirty-jokes.pdf


  psychology of dirty jokes: Healing beyond the Body Larry Dossey, 2003-02-11 Does the mind
produce consciousness—or transmit it? Can machines detect love? Why has job stress become a
worldwide epidemic? Why do objects sometimes seem to have minds of their own? Could war be a
biological condition? Dr. Larry Dossey, one of the most influential spokespersons for the role of
consciousness and spirituality in medicine, tackles all these questions and more with clarity and wit.
In this book, he explores the relationship—often documented in extensive research—between
science and unscientific topics such as prayer, love, laughter, war, creativity, dreams, and
immortality.
  psychology of dirty jokes: Studies in the Psychology of Sex Havelock Ellis, 1915
  psychology of dirty jokes: Sex and the Office Kim Elsesser, 2015-09 In Sex and the Office,
Kim Elsesser delves into how invisible workplace barriers (the “Sex Partition”) have the greatest
impact on the careers of women. Elsesser offers practical advice on how to break down the Sex
Partition and reveals the best strategies for networking with the opposite sex.
  psychology of dirty jokes: Emotions and Psychopathology Manfred Clynes, Jaak Panksepp,
2013-11-11 This book summarises the proceedings of a symposium on Emotions and
Psychopathology which was held by the Department of Psychology of Bowling Green State
University from September 26-27, 1986. It is coming to be realized that to understand the
underlying structure and dynamics of many psychopathologies, it is essential to understand the
nature of emotions. The aim of this symposium was to gather a group of investigators and thinkers
who would have valuable and unique perspectives on the nature of emotions and on their
relationship to psychic disorders. The main participants were Manfred Clynes, Helen Block Lewis,
Michael Liebowitz, Marvin Minsky, Robert Plutchik, John Paul Scott and Jaak Panksepp. Ted
Melnechuk chaired the half-day of round table discussion on the day following the symposium, and
Gail Zivin and Larry Stettner presented informal position statements on ethologi during the round
table. On the evening before the symposium, Elliot cal approaches Valenstein of The University of
Michigan presented a pre-symposium colloquium entitled Great and Desperate Cures which
summarized his most recent contribu tion to the Psychosurgery debate. We should like to refer you
to his excellent book on the subject, with the same title, (Basic Books,1986), which can help
forewarn us of possible future worries in the application of biological technologies. Paul Byers who
did not attend the meeting was invited to write a chapter summarizing cultural and societal issues
which were not formally covered at the meeting.
  psychology of dirty jokes: The Language of Jokes in the Digital Age Delia Chiaro, 2017-11-23
In this accessible book, Delia Chiaro provides a fresh overview of the language of jokes in a
globalized and digitalized world. The book shows how, while on the one hand the lingua-cultural
nuts and bolts of jokes have remained unchanged over time, on the other, the time-space
compression brought about by modern technology has generated new settings and new ways of
joking and playing with language. The Language of Jokes in the Digital Age covers a wide range of
settings from social networks, e-mails and memes, to more traditional fields of film and TV
(especially sitcoms and game shows) and advertising. Chiaro’s consideration of the increasingly
virtual context of jokes delights with both up-to-date examples and frequent reference to the most
central theories of comedy. This lively book will be essential reading for any student or researcher
working in the area of language and humour and will be of interest to those in language and media
and sociolinguistics.
  psychology of dirty jokes: Jokes and Their Relations Elliott Oring, 1992-01-01 Elliott Oring
offers a fresh perspective on jokes and related forms of humor. Criticizing and modifying traditional
concepts and methods of analysis, he delineates an approach that can explain the peculiarities of a
wide variety of humorous expression. Written in an accessible and engaging style, this book will
appeal to scholar and layman alike--to anyone who has ever wondered how jokes work and what they
mean.
  psychology of dirty jokes: The Course of Life: Latency, adolescence and youth , 1980
  psychology of dirty jokes: A Joke and Its Tellers Thomas A. Burns, 1972



  psychology of dirty jokes: Folklore: An Encyclopedia of Beliefs, Customs, Tales, Music, and
Art, Charlie T. McCormick Ph.D., Kim Kennedy White, 2010-12-13 Written by an international team
of acclaimed folklorists, this reference text provides a cross-cultural survey of the major types and
methods of inquiry in folklore. Did you know that the tale of Cinderella is over 1,000 years old, and
similar versions of this singular story exist in hundreds of cultures around the globe? Have you
heard of deathlore, a subgenre of folklore involving tombstones, coffins, cemeteries, and roadside
memorial shrines? Did you realize that UFO sightings and cyber cultures constitute modern folklore?
The broad field of folklore studies, developed over the past two centuries, provides significant
insights into many aspects of human culture. While the term folklore conjures images of ancient
practices and beliefs or folk heroes and traditional stories, it also applies to today's ever-changing
cultural landscape. Even certain aspects of modern Internet-based popular culture and
contemporary rites of passage represent folklore. This encyclopedia covers all the major genres of
both ancient and contemporary folklore. This second edition adds more than 100 entries that
examine the folklore practices of major ethnic groups, folk heroes, creatures of myth and legend,
and emerging areas of interest in folklore studies.
  psychology of dirty jokes: Developments in Linguistic Humour Theory Marta Dynel,
2013-10-15 This volume presents recent developments in the linguistics of humour. It depicts new
theoretical proposals for capturing different humorous forms and phenomena central to humour
research, thereby extending its scope. The 15 contributions critically survey and develop the existing
interpretative models, or they postulate novel theoretical approaches to humour in order to better
elucidate its workings. The collection of articles offers cutting-edge interdisciplinary explorations,
encompassing various realms of linguistics (semantics, pragmatics, stylistics, cognitive linguistics,
and language philosophy), as well as drawing on findings from other fields, primarily: sociology,
psychology and anthropology. Thanks to careful overviews of the relevant background literature, the
papers will be of use to not only researchers and academics but also students. Albeit focused on
theoretical developments, rather than case studies, the volume is illustrated with interesting
research data, such as the discourse of television programmes and series, films and stand-up
comedy, as well as jokes.
  psychology of dirty jokes: Comic Transactions James F. English, 2019-06-07 No detailed
description available for Comic Transactions.
  psychology of dirty jokes: The Anthem Companion to David Riesman Peter Kivisto, 2025-11-11
The purpose of this proposed addition to the Anthem Companions series is to add another title to a
growing list of well-received publications (including the author’s prior contribution on Robert E.
Park). In so doing, the goal is to reconnect some scholars to Riesman’s legacy and to introduce him
to others. Specifically, the book consists of an editor’s introduction and seven contributed chapters.
  psychology of dirty jokes: Handbook of Sexuality-Related Measures Terri D. Fisher, Clive M.
Davis, William L. Yarber, 2013-09-13 This classic and invaluable reference Handbook, written for sex
researchers and their students, has now been completely revised in a new edition complete with its
own companion website. It remains the only easy and efficient way for researchers to learn about,
evaluate, and compare instruments that have previously been used in sex research. In this third
edition of the Handbook, 218 scales, complete with full descriptions and psychometric data, are
made available, with additional information provided at the companion website for this volume.
  psychology of dirty jokes: Poetry and Phantasy Antony Easthope, 1989-04-27 In this book
the author examines the relation between historical materialism and psychoanalysis for the
understanding of literature. He analyzes central poems in the canonical tradition, poems of courtly
love, Romantic poetry, and the modernism and post-modernism of Eliot and Pound.
  psychology of dirty jokes: A Companion to Popular Culture Gary Burns, 2016-03-09 A
Companion to Popular Culture is a landmark survey of contemporary research in popular culture
studies that offers a comprehensive and engaging introduction to the field. Includes over two dozen
essays covering the spectrum of popular culture studies from food to folklore and from TV to
technology Features contributions from established and up-and-coming scholars from a range of



disciplines Offers a detailed history of the study of popular culture Balances new perspectives on the
politics of culture with in-depth analysis of topics at the forefront of popular culture studies
  psychology of dirty jokes: The Comprehension of Jokes Graeme Ritchie, 2018-07-06 The
Comprehension of Jokes consolidates and develops the tradition of analysing jokes, by defining a
framework of concepts which are suited to capturing what happens when someone understands a
joke. The collection of concepts presented improves upon past work on joke analysis, outlining a
simple model of text comprehension which supports all the assumptions necessary for a model of
joke-understanding. This proposed framework encompasses and integrates a relatively wide range of
disparate factors, including incongruity, superiority, and impropriety. Written by an expert in the
field of humour, it provides a conceptual basis which will help to map out the landscape of joke
comprehension. The book draws on past suggestions in many areas, primarily philosophy,
psychology, linguistics, and artificial intelligence. Current theories of how people understand
non-humorous texts offer some important ideas, such as the need for representations of differing
beliefs about the world, or the way that predictions may occur during the understanding of a text.
The framework improves the clarity and coherence of some existing theoretical proposals and
combines these ideas into a well-defined way of describing how a person understands a
newly-encountered joke. All this is illustrated using typical textual jokes, some analysed in
considerable detail. The book enables hypotheses about why jokes are funny to be stated more
precisely and compared more easily, and should contribute to the development of a fuller cognitive
model of joke comprehension. The Comprehension of Jokes will be of great interest to academics and
postgraduate students in humour research, as well as those in disciplines like linguistics,
psychology, and cognitive science who wish to explore the field of jokes and humour.
  psychology of dirty jokes: Joking Asides Elliott Oring, 2016-09-01 Nothing in the
understanding of humor is as simple as it might seem. In Joking Asides, Elliott Oring confronts the
problems of humor, analyzing the key contemporary approaches to its study and addressing
controversial topics with new empirical data and insights. A folklorist drawn to the study of humor,
Oring developed his formulation of “appropriate incongruity” as a frame to understand what jokes
must do to produce humor. He tests appropriate incongruity against other major positions in the
field, including the general theory of verbal humor, conceptual integration theory, benign violation
theory, and false-belief theory. Oring draws on the work of scholars from several
disciplines—anthropology, folklore, philosophy, psychology, linguistics, and literature—to ask basic
questions about the construction and evolution of jokes, untangle the matter of who the actual
targets of a joke might be, and characterize the artistic qualities of jokes and joke performances.
Although Oring guides the reader through a forest of jokes and joke genres, this is not a joke book. A
major work from a major scholar, Joking Asides is a rigorous exploration of theoretical approaches to
jokes and their functions and is filled with disquieting questions, penetrating criticisms, and original
observations. Written in a clear and accessible style, this book will prove valuable to any scholar or
student who takes matters of jokes and joking seriously.
  psychology of dirty jokes: Punchlines Leon Rappoport, 2005-10-30 The concept of ethnic,
racial, and gender humor is as sensitive a subject today as it has ever been; yet at no time in the past
have we had such a quantity of this humor circulating throughout society. We can see the power of
such content manifested continually in our culture's films and stand-up comedy routines, as well as
on popular TV sitcoms, where Jewish, black, Asian, Hispanic, and gay characters and topics have
seemingly become essential to comic scenarios. Though such humor is often cruel, it can be a source
of pride and play among minorities, women, and gays. Leon Rappoport's incisive account takes an
in-depth look at ethnic, racial and gender humor. Despite the polarization that is often apparent in
the debates such humor evokes, the most important melting pot in this country may be the one that
we enter when we share a laugh at ourselves.
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