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Politics in India Since Independence: A Journey Through Democracy and Change

politics in india since independence has been a fascinating and complex journey, reflecting the
world’s largest democracy’s struggles, triumphs, and transformations over more than seven
decades. From the initial dominance of the Indian National Congress to the rise of coalition
governments, regional parties, and the contemporary political landscape, India’s political story is a
vibrant tapestry of ideology, leadership, social change, and democratic resilience.

The Early Years: Establishing a Democratic Framework

At the moment of independence in 1947, India faced the colossal task of uniting a diverse population
under a single democratic system. The country was fractured by partition, communal violence, and
economic challenges. Politics in India since independence in this era revolved around nation-
building, drafting a constitution, and setting up institutions that would support democratic
governance.

The Role of the Indian National Congress

The Indian National Congress (INC), led by Jawaharlal Nehru, emerged as the dominant political
force during the initial years. Nehru's vision of a secular, socialist, and democratic India shaped
much of the political discourse. The INC’s policies focused on planned economic development, land
reforms, and social welfare. Nehru’s leadership helped stabilize a newly independent India, but it
also meant that politics during this phase was largely centered around one party.

Challenges of Partition and Integration

Politics in India since independence also involved the complex integration of princely states and

dealing with the aftereffects of partition. The political acumen of leaders like Sardar Vallabhbhai
Patel ensured that states like Hyderabad and Junagadh became part of the Indian Union, setting
precedents for federal authority and unity.

The Era of Congress Dominance and Political
Consolidation

The first two decades post-independence witnessed Congress’s strong hold on Indian politics. The
party’s ideology was a blend of socialism and secularism, which guided policies like the
nationalization of banks and the establishment of public sector enterprises.



Significant Political Developments

During the 1950s and 1960s, India adopted a planned economy approach with Five-Year Plans
focusing on industrialization and agriculture. Politically, the emphasis was on maintaining
secularism and democracy despite challenges such as linguistic reorganization of states and border
conflicts with China and Pakistan.

The death of Jawaharlal Nehru in 1964 led to a shift in political dynamics. Lal Bahadur Shastri’s
brief tenure was marked by the Indo-Pak war of 1965, while Indira Gandhi’s rise to power in 1966
heralded a new chapter.

Indira Gandhi’s Era: Centralization and Political Turbulence

Indira Gandhi’s leadership is a crucial phase in politics in India since independence, characterized
by strong centralization of power and controversial decisions. The nationalization of banks in 1969
and the abolition of privy purses were key moves aimed at social justice.

However, the 1970s also brought political unrest — rising inflation, opposition from political parties,
and internal dissent within the Congress. The declaration of the Emergency from 1975 to 1977,
which suspended many democratic freedoms, remains one of the most debated and studied episodes
in Indian political history.

The Rise of Multiparty Democracy and Coalition
Politics

The Emergency period ultimately weakened Congress’s monopoly over Indian politics. The Janata
Party’s electoral victory in 1977 marked the first non-Congress government at the center,
highlighting the growing complexity of India’s democratic fabric.

Emergence of Regional Parties

Politics in India since independence has increasingly seen the rise of regional parties, which began
gaining prominence from the late 1970s onward. Parties like the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam
(DMK) in Tamil Nadu, the Telugu Desam Party (TDP) in Andhra Pradesh, and later the Samajwadi
Party and Bahujan Samaj Party in Uttar Pradesh reflected regional aspirations and identities.

These parties challenged the dominance of national parties and have played vital roles in coalition
governments at the center, emphasizing regional development, linguistic pride, and caste politics.

Coalition Governments and Political Instability

The 1990s witnessed a fragmented political landscape with no single party able to secure a clear



majority. As a result, coalition governments became the norm. The United Front and later the
National Democratic Alliance (NDA) and United Progressive Alliance (UPA) coalitions highlighted
the need for consensus-building and power-sharing.

This era also saw significant political events like the demolition of the Babri Masjid in 1992, which
had a profound impact on communal politics and shaped electoral strategies for years.

The Liberalization Era and Its Political Impact

The economic liberalization of 1991 marked a turning point for India, and politics in India since
independence began to intertwine more with economic reforms and globalization.

Economic Reforms and Political Repercussions

The shift from a socialist-inspired economy to a market-oriented one brought new political
challenges. While liberalization spurred growth and development, it also widened inequalities and
altered traditional political alliances. Parties had to recalibrate their promises and policies to
address both economic aspirations and social justice concerns.

Rise of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)

The BJP’s rise in the 1990s was a significant development in Indian politics. Rooted in Hindu
nationalist ideology, the party capitalized on growing sentiments related to identity, culture, and
nationalism. The Ram Janmabhoomi movement and the 1998 BJP-led NDA government’s formation
marked a shift in political narratives.

Since then, the BJP has grown to dominate national politics, emphasizing development, nationalism,

and a strong central government. This has led to both fervent support and intense opposition,
reshaping India’s political discourse.

Contemporary Politics: Challenges and Opportunities

Politics in India since independence has evolved into a multi-layered system with complex social,
economic, and ideological currents shaping electoral outcomes and governance.

Democratic Resilience and Electoral Dynamics

Despite challenges such as political polarization, communal tensions, and corruption allegations,
India’s democracy continues to function robustly. The Election Commission of India ensures free and
fair elections, and political participation remains high.



The rise of social media and digital platforms has transformed political communication, enabling
new forms of engagement but also raising concerns about misinformation and polarization.

Social Movements and Political Awareness

The past decades have seen increased activism around issues like gender equality, environmental
protection, and social justice. Movements such as the anti-corruption protests, women’s rights
campaigns, and farmer protests have influenced political agendas and brought new voices into the
democratic process.

The Role of Youth and Future Directions

Young voters and first-time electors now constitute a significant portion of the electorate,
demanding transparency, development, and accountability. Their impact on politics in India since
independence signals a continuing evolution toward more inclusive and responsive governance.

The future of Indian politics will likely involve balancing traditional values with modernization,
managing diversity, and navigating global challenges while maintaining democratic principles.

Understanding politics in India since independence offers valuable insights into how a diverse and
populous nation has managed to sustain democracy amid challenges. The journey is ongoing,
marked by vibrant debate, evolving leadership, and the persistent hope of millions for a better
future.

Frequently Asked Questions

How has the political landscape in India evolved since
independence in 1947?

Since independence in 1947, India's political landscape has evolved from a dominant single-party
system under the Indian National Congress to a vibrant multi-party democracy with significant
regional parties and coalition governments.

What role did the Indian National Congress play in post-
independence India?

The Indian National Congress played a central role in shaping post-independence India, leading the
country through its early years, framing the Constitution, and implementing key economic and social
reforms.



How did the Emergency period (1975-1977) impact Indian
politics?
The Emergency period, declared by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, suspended civil liberties and led

to widespread political repression, causing a significant backlash and contributing to the rise of
opposition parties and the decline of Congress dominance.

What has been the impact of coalition politics in India since
the 1990s?
Since the 1990s, coalition politics has become prominent, leading to greater political inclusivity and

regional representation but also resulting in unstable governments and compromises on policy
decisions.

How has the rise of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
influenced Indian politics?

The BJP's rise has shifted Indian politics towards a more nationalist and right-leaning agenda, with
emphasis on Hindu cultural identity, economic reforms, and strong central leadership since the early
2000s.

What role do regional parties play in India's political system?

Regional parties play a crucial role by representing local interests, influencing national coalition
governments, and shaping policies that address regional diversity and specific socio-economic
issues.

How has India's democratic process remained resilient despite
political challenges since independence?

India's democracy has remained resilient due to its strong constitutional framework, independent
judiciary, free press, active civil society, and regular free and fair elections, despite challenges like
political corruption, communal tensions, and authoritarian tendencies.

Additional Resources

Politics in India Since Independence: An Analytical Review of Democratic Evolution and Challenges

politics in india since independence has been a dynamic and complex journey marked by
transformative shifts, ideological battles, socio-economic reforms, and the persistent quest for a
robust democratic framework. Emerging from colonial rule in 1947, India embarked on one of the
world’s most ambitious experiments in democracy, navigating its vast diversity and pluralistic fabric.
This article delves into the major phases, key political developments, and underlying trends that
have shaped India’s political landscape over the past seven decades.



Foundations of Indian Democracy Post-1947

The politics in India since independence initially revolved around consolidating sovereignty and
establishing a constitutional order. The Indian National Congress (INC), led by Jawaharlal Nehru,
dominated the political scene, advocating a secular, socialist, and democratic republic. The adoption
of the Constitution in 1950 laid down the legal framework for governance, guaranteeing
fundamental rights and establishing a parliamentary system modeled after the British Westminster
system.

The early years focused heavily on nation-building efforts through planned economic development
and social reforms, while simultaneously managing the challenges of partition, refugee resettlement,
and regional integration. The first general elections in 1952, conducted on an unprecedented scale,
solidified the democratic ethos despite widespread illiteracy and infrastructural challenges.

Congress Hegemony and the One-Party Dominance Era

For nearly two decades, politics in India since independence was characterized by Congress’s
overwhelming electoral success. The party’s broad-based appeal and Nehru’s charismatic leadership
helped maintain relative political stability. However, this period also exposed the risks of centralized
power and the marginalization of alternative voices.

Internal dissent, regional aspirations, and socio-economic disparities began to surface by the late
1960s. The split within the Congress in 1969 and the rise of regional parties indicated the beginning
of a more fragmented political landscape. Notably, the politics during this era grappled with
balancing democratic norms and authoritarian tendencies, evidenced by the controversial
Emergency period from 1975 to 1977 under Prime Minister Indira Gandhi.

The Era of Political Pluralism and Coalition
Governments

Following the Emergency, the 1977 general elections marked a watershed moment as the Janata
Party coalition defeated the Congress for the first time, signaling the end of one-party dominance.
The resultant political pluralism reshaped politics in India since independence, introducing
competitive multiparty democracy and coalition politics.

Rise of Regional Parties and Identity Politics

The 1980s and 1990s witnessed the emergence of strong regional parties that championed local
identities, linguistic pride, and caste-based mobilization. Parties such as the Dravida Munnetra
Kazhagam (DMK) in Tamil Nadu, the Telugu Desam Party (TDP) in Andhra Pradesh, and later the
Samajwadi Party (SP) and Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) in Uttar Pradesh altered electoral dynamics
significantly.



This period also saw the increasing politicization of caste and religion, with the Mandal Commission
report of 1990 catalyzing affirmative action policies for Other Backward Classes (OBCs), and the
Ram Janmabhoomi movement culminating in the demolition of the Babri Masjid in 1992. These
events deeply influenced voter alignments and party strategies, reflecting the complex interplay
between identity and electoral politics.

Economic Liberalization and Political Reconfiguration

The economic reforms initiated in 1991 under Prime Minister P.V. Narasimha Rao marked a
paradigmatic shift in India’s development model. Liberalization, privatization, and globalization
reshaped socio-economic priorities and voter expectations. This economic transformation coincided
with and contributed to the rise of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP), which positioned itself as a pro-
growth, nationalist alternative to the Congress.

The BJP’s ascent culminated in its first significant national role as the leading party in the National
Democratic Alliance (NDA) government in the late 1990s and early 2000s. The politics in India since
independence now increasingly reflected a contest between secularism and Hindu nationalism,
economic liberalism and social welfare, centralization and regional autonomy.

Contemporary Political Trends and Challenges

In recent decades, the political environment has evolved with new dimensions, including the impact
of technology, changing media landscapes, and heightened political polarization.

Dominance of the BJP and the Modi Era

Since 2014, under the leadership of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, the BJP has achieved
unprecedented electoral success, consolidating power at the center and in several states. This phase
of politics in India since independence is marked by assertive nationalism, efforts to reform
governance structures, and initiatives like the Goods and Services Tax (GST), Digital India, and
Swachh Bharat Abhiyan.

However, it also faces criticism regarding issues of religious freedom, civil liberties, and democratic
backsliding. The abrogation of Article 370 in Jammu and Kashmir and the implementation of the
Citizenship Amendment Act (CAA) have sparked intense debates about federalism, minority rights,
and the secular character of the state.

Fragmentation and Regional Resurgence

Despite the BJP’s dominance, regional parties continue to wield significant influence, especially in
states like West Bengal, Tamil Nadu, Kerala, and Punjab. The politics in India since independence
reveals a persistent tension between national parties’ ambitions and regional actors’ assertion of
local interests.



Coalition politics remains an essential feature, particularly when no single party secures a clear
majority. The rise of alliances like the United Progressive Alliance (UPA) and newer coalitions
demonstrates the complex negotiation necessary in India’s multi-ethnic democracy.

Role of Social Movements and Civil Society

Social movements advocating for gender equality, environmental conservation, anti-corruption, and
Dalit rights have played a critical role in shaping political discourse. Movements such as the anti-
corruption protests of 2011 and the widespread activism around farmers’ rights in 2020-2021
highlight the evolving nature of political engagement beyond electoral politics.

Key Features and Structural Aspects of Indian Politics

e Federalism: India’s federal structure accommodates linguistic, cultural, and ethnic diversity,
though center-state relations often oscillate between cooperation and conflict.

¢ Electoral System: The first-past-the-post system favors large parties but has also allowed
smaller regional parties to gain footholds.

e Party System: Transitioned from one-party dominance to a multi-party system with coalition
governments becoming the norm.

e Democratic Institutions: Independent judiciary, free press, and robust election commission
have been pillars of democratic resilience, though contemporary challenges test their
autonomy.

Politics in India since independence is a testament to the resilience and adaptability of its
democratic framework. While challenges related to governance, social equity, and political
accountability remain, the continual evolution of political actors and institutions reflects a vibrant
and contested democratic space. The interplay of ideology, identity, economics, and governance
continues to shape India’s trajectory as it navigates the complexities of the 21st century.

Politics In India Since Independence

politics in india since independence: The Politics of India Since Independence Paul R.
Brass, 1994-09-08 A comprehensive and up-to-date study of the major political, cultural and
economic changes in India during the past 45 years.

politics in india since independence: India Since Independence Kirusna Anant, Vi, 2010
India Since Independence: Making Sense of Indian Politics is a comprehensive account of India's
post-independence political history. It traces the development of the various political parties in India
and places the current political scenario in a historical context. Beginning with a brief review of the
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intellectual tradition in India in the nineteenth century, it discusses the emergence of Mahatma
Gandhi on the national political scene and the role of Indian capitalists in the freedom struggle. With
a description of the predominance of the Congress party in the political discourse during the first
few decades after independence, the narrative delves deep into the affairs of the party to include the
rise of Indira Gandhi, the Congress split of 1969, and the infamous Emergency of 1975. The book
then proceeds to the factors that caused the decline of the Congress party, and the formation and
the demise of the Janata Party. It also covers political crises manifesting in the unrest in Assam,
Punjab, and Jammu and Kashmir; the emergence of regional political parties in various states; the
Bofors scandal; and the Ayodhya campaign.

politics in india since independence: Indian Politics and Society since Independence Bidyut
Chakrabarty, 2008-05-12 Focusing on politics and society in India, this book explores new areas
enmeshed in the complex social, economic and political processes in the country. Linking the
structural characteristics with the broader sociological context, the book emphasizes the strong
influence of sociological issues on politics, such as social milieu shaping and the articulation of the
political in day-to-day events. Political events are connected with the ever-changing social, economic
and political processes in order to provide an analytical framework to explain ‘peculiarities’ of Indian
politics. Bidyut Chakrabarty argues that three major ideological influences of colonialism,
nationalism and democracy have provided the foundational values of Indian politics. Structured
thematically and chronologically, this work is a useful resource for students of political science,
sociology and South Asian studies.

politics in india since independence: Politics in India Subrata K. Mitra, 2012-07-26 Providing
a comprehensive analysis of the broad spectrum of India’s politics, this undergraduate textbook
explains the key features of politics in India in a comparative and accessible narrative, illustrated
with relevant maps, life stories, statistics and opinion data. Familiar concepts of comparative politics
are used to highlight the policy process, with a focus on anti-poverty measures, liberalisation of the
economy, nuclearisation and relations with the United States and Asian neighbours such as Pakistan
and China. The author raises several key questions relevant to Indian politics, including: *«?Why has
India succeeded in making a relatively peaceful transition from colonial rule to a resilient,
multi-party democracy in contrast to her neighbours? ¢«?How has the interaction of modern politics
and traditional society contributed to the resilience of post-colonial democracy? *?How did India’s
economy - moribund for several decades following independence - make a breakthrough into rapid
growth, and, can India sustain it? *?And finally, why have collective identity and nationhood emerge
as the core issue of India in the 21st century? Introducing the novice to India, this accessible,
genuinely comparative account of India’s political evolution also engages the expert in a deep
contemplation of the nature of strategic manoeuvring within India’s domestic and international
context. In addition to pedagogical features such as text boxes, a set of further readings is provided
as a to guide readers who wish to go beyond the remit of this text.

politics in india since independence: Caste, Society and Politics in India from the Eighteenth
Century to the Modern Age Susan Bayly, 2001-02-22 The phenomenon of caste has probably aroused
more controversy than any other aspect of Indian life and thought. Susan Bayly's cogent and
sophisticated analysis explores the emergence of the ideas, experiences and practices which gave
rise to the so-called 'caste society' from the pre-colonial period to the end of the twentieth century.
Using an historical and anthropological approach, she frames her analysis within the context of
India's dynamic economic and social order, interpreting caste not as an essence of Indian culture
and civilization, but rather as a contingent and variable response to the changes that occurred in the
subcontinent's political landscape through the colonial conquest. The idea of caste in relation to
Western and Indian 'orientalist' thought is also explored.

politics in india since independence: Politics in India Since Independence Shveta Uppal,
National Council of Educational Research and Training (India), 2007

politics in india since independence: The Politics Of India Since Independence Brass, 1992

politics in india since independence: Routledge Handbook of Indian Politics Atul Kohli,



Prerna Singh, 2013-01-04 India’s growing economic and socio-political importance on the global
stage has triggered an increased interest in the country. This Handbook is a reference guide, which
surveys the current state of Indian politics and provides a basic understanding of the ways in which
the world’s largest democracy functions. The Handbook is structured around four main topics:
political change, political economy, the diversity of regional development, and the changing role of
India in the world. Chapters examine how and why democracy in India put down firm roots, but also
why the quality of governance offered by India’s democracy continues to be low. The acceleration of
economic growth since the mid-1980s is discussed, and the Handbook goes on to look at the political
and economic changes in selected states, and how progress across Indian states continues to be
uneven. It concludes by touching on the issue of India’s international relations, both in South Asia
and the wider world. The Handbook offers an invigorating initiation into the seemingly daunting and
complex terrain of Indian politics. It is an invaluable resource for academics, researchers, policy
analysts, graduate and undergraduate students studying Indian politics.

politics in india since independence: A Concise History of India Barbara D. Metcalf,
Thomas R. Metcalf, 2002 Two distinguished historians, Barbara Metcalf and Thomas Metcalf, come
together to write a new and accessible account of modern India. The narrative, which charts the
history of India from the Mughals, through the colonial encounter and independence, to the present
day, challenges imperialist notions of an unchanging and monolithic India bounded by tradition and
religious hierarchies. Instead the book reveals a complex society which is constantly transforming
and reinventing itself in response to political and social challenges. The book is beautifully composed
and richly illustrated. It will be essential reading for anyone who wants to understand India, her
turbulent past and her present uncertainties.

politics in india since independence: The Oxford Handbook of Indian Politics Sumit
Ganguly, Eswaran Sridharan, 2024-07-11 The study of Indian politics has witnessed a dramatic
revival worldwide in the last few decades. There have been significant developments in national
politics since 2014 with the advent of the single-party majority government of the Bharatiya Janata
Party, the first such majority since 1984. Moreover, the results of the 17th Lok Sabha (Lower House)
election in India in 2019 have had major implications for the party system in India. In the light of
these developments, The Oxford Handbook of Indian Politics provides the most comprehensive,
up-to-date coverage of the state of contemporary Indian politics. To that end, it examines the
evolution of core institutions, processes, policies, and associated issues that are being debated in
India's politics. It also provides historical contexts, discusses the state of the extant literature in
each issue area, and suggests avenues for future research. The contributors to this volume are all
noted scholars and researchers in their respective fields of specialization located both in India and
around the world. The major topics covered include the Constitution, citizenship, the houses of
Parliament, the Cabinet, the judiciary, federalism and local governments, elections, parties and
coalitions, secularism and minorities, caste, gender and migration, political violence, political
finance, political economy, and foreign and defence policies. In effect, The Oxford Handbook of
Indian Politics offers scholars, analysts, and students a sweeping overview of the current landscape
of Indian politics, with particular attention to issues that have emerged over the past decade.

politics in india since independence: Indian Politics in Comparative Perspective Pravin
Kumar Jha, 2012 Indian Politics in a Comparative Perspective is intended as a standard textbook for
undergraduate students of political science. The book provides a handy reference tool to its readers
by elucidating conceptual areas, furnishing established arguments and citing contemporary research
works for a comprehensive knowledge of the subject. Carefully organized in ten well-researched
chapters and examined from different vantage points, they weave a compelling story on the nature
of Indian politics since the pre-Independence era to the making of our Constitution and gradually
navigate to examine the impact of the growing role of religion and power structure in our political
system. Indian Politics in a Comparative Perspective is an ideal read for anyone who is curious to
understand the changing grammar of Indian politics.

politics in india since independence: Essays on Indian Politics Raj Kumar, 2003 Politics and



political behaviour have undergone radical changes. We have developed a kind of psyche which is
alien. We seem to have lost our moorings. Attempt here has been made to examine some of the basic
issues on the subject under study. Object is to place before our readers selected essays which will
enable them to formulate viable political philosophy for a happy, healthy and vibrant India of
twentieth first century. No claim, therefore, is made to give a connected and complete account on
the subject of the volume. Our main effort is at understanding the subject in appropriate
perspectives for a future policy for a brighter India. Contents: Introduction, Rajadharma, Thoughts
on Polity, Kautilya, The Kural Polity in the Modern Context, The Political Allegory in Kalidasa s
Kumarasambhava, Polity and Governance, The Administration of Departments, The State, Swami
Dayanand s Concept of the Indian Swaraj, The Striving for Swaraj, Politics of Indian Revolutionaries
1905-1910, Democracy and Political Change in India.

politics in india since independence: An Introduction to South Asia B.H. Farmer, 2025-03-03
Originally published in 1983 and here reissuing the second edition of 1993, An Introduction to South
Asia presents the geographical and historical background to the diversities of the region. From the
legacy of the colonial period and the controversies that surrounded partition and independence, the
book traces the consequences of social divisions, particularly of religion, caste and language, into
contemporary politics. Interwoven issues on environments, sociology, politics, and economies
combine to explain development patterns and problems, the processes behind them, and the
reciprocal impact of South Asia and the wider world. This fully updated second edition provides new
material on environmental issues, the causes and consequences of natural disasters, and the role of
women in the region. It provides a comprehensive, interdisciplinary guide to the varying
environments—natural, social, political, and economic—that characterize South Asia.

politics in india since independence: The Indian Political System: Mahendra Prasad
Singh, Subhendu Ranjan Raj, 2011 The Indian Political System provides undergraduate students of
political science an insight into the political system in India, and covers all the related essential
themes. The book begins by explaining the various ideological perspectives underlying the Indian
state, various facets of social and institutional power structures, the Indian constitution, secularism
and communalism, strategies of development, various movement, federalism and human rights. Also,
it compares the Indian political system with that of Canada, United Kingdom and China.

politics in india since independence: The Oxford Companion to Politics of the World Joel
Krieger, Margaret E. Crahan, 2001-08-02 The world has seen dramatic changes since the publication
of the first edition of The Oxford Companion to Politics of the World in 1993. In the post-Cold War
world, globalization now offers wealth and opportunities on a broader scale, as well as greater
international harmony, but threatens to reinforce the advantage gap between wealthy and poor
regions and intensify environmental degradation. Conflict and squalor--expressed in brutal brushfire
wars, epidemics, and chronic underdevelopment--vie with equally dramatic accounts of growth and
democracy associated with a liberal political order and the global diffusion of trade, investment, and
communications.Drawing on the breadth of the first edition, this updated edition reflects the
changing world with a reassessment of many of the core themes of the Companion, and new articles
on the people, concepts, and events that have shaped the world since 1993. The second edition
includes biographies of Kofi Annan, Tony Blair, Bill Clinton, and Gerhard Schroder; articles on
events such as the Rwandan Genocide and the war in Kosovo; and coverage of international trade
developments such as NAFTA and the World Trade Organization. Eighty-seven of the 672 articles in
the Second Edition are completely new; most others are thoroughly revised.This edition also
features a substantial new set of articles, a dozen essays on critical issues written by influential
figures. Recognizing the importance of including varying viewpoints, the editors have commissioned
these essays to provide an informed and often passionate debate on controversial topics. Discussions
include Lani Guinier and Glenn Loury on Affirmative Action; Francis Fukuyama and Milton Fisk on
the Limits of Liberal Democracy; and Lloyd Axworthy and John Bolton on the United Nations.The
contributors discuss nearly every nation in the world, including extensive information on institutions,
political parties, leaders, and the sources of political mobilization and conflict. The volume also



includes biographies of more than seventy-five political leaders and thinkers who have shaped the
contemporary political world. Articles include detailed discussions of critical historical developments
and events, concepts, international law, and organizations. The Oxford Companion to Politics of the
World, Second Edition is an accessible, timely, thought-provoking, and comprehensive reference
that captures the complexity and vitality of contemporary world affairs.

politics in india since independence: Handbook of Politicization and Political Patronage B. G.
Peters, Colin Knox, Francisco Panizza, Conrado Ramos Larraburu, Katarina Staronova, 2025-06-09
This expansive Handbook discusses key conceptual and theoretical issues in politicization and
patronage. With contributions from leading academics across the globe, it presents diverse
perspectives on politicization and patronage practices, exploring the positive and negative
implications of both concepts.

politics in india since independence: Routledge Handbook of South Asian Politics Paul
R. Brass, 2010-04-30 The Routledge Handbook of South Asian Politics examines key issues in politics
of the five independent states of the South Asian region: India, Pakistan, Bangladesh, Sri Lanka, and
Nepal. Written by experts in their respective areas, this Handbook introduces the reader to the
politics of South Asia by presenting the prevailing agreements and disagreements in the literature.
In the first two sections, the Handbook provides a comprehensive introduction to the modern
political history of the states of the region and an overview of the independence movements in the
former colonial states. The other sections focus on the political changes that have occurred in the
postcolonial states since independence, as well as the successive political changes in Nepal during
the same period, and the structure and functioning of the main governmental and non-governmental
institutions, including the structure of the state itself (unitary or federal), political parties, the
judiciary, and the military. Further, the contributors explore several aspects of the political process
and political and economic change, especially issues of pluralism and national integration, political
economy, corruption and criminalization of politics, radical and violent political movements, and the
international politics of the region as a whole. This unique reference work provides a comprehensive
survey of the state of the field and is an invaluable resource for students and academics interested in
South Asian Studies, South Asian Politics, Comparative Politics and International Relations.

politics in india since independence: Nta Ugc Net/]Jrf/Set Paper 2 Political Science 27
Solved Papers (2012-2021) and 10 Practice Sets Team Prabhat, 2022-04-05 NTA UGC
NET/JRF/SET Paper 2 Political Science 27 Solved Papers (2012-2021) And 10 Practice Sets by Team
Prabhat: Prepare for the National Eligibility Test (NET), Junior Research Fellowship (JRF), and State
Eligibility Test (SET) in Political Science with this comprehensive guide by Team Prabhat. The book
features solved papers from 2012 to 2021, offering insight into the exam pattern and types of
questions. Additionally, the 10 practice sets provide ample opportunities for candidates to assess
their knowledge and enhance their exam readiness. Key Aspects of the Book NTA UGC NET/JRF/SET
Paper 2 Political Science 27 Solved Papers (2012-2021) And 10 Practice Sets: Exam Readiness:
Team Prabhat's book includes a range of solved papers that familiarize candidates with the
NET/JRF/SET exam format, allowing them to gauge their readiness. Thorough Practice: The 10
practice sets offer candidates a chance to apply their knowledge, practice time management, and
strengthen their understanding of Political Science concepts. Comprehensive Coverage: NTA UGC
NET/JRF/SET Paper 2 Political Science 27 Solved Papers (2012-2021) And 10 Practice Sets provides
candidates with an extensive collection of questions and solutions that span various topics within
Political Science. Team Prabhat is a dedicated group of educators and authors with expertise in
exam preparation materials. With a focus on helping candidates excel in competitive exams, their
book reflects their commitment to providing comprehensive resources for aspirants in the field of
Political Science.

politics in india since independence: Women in State Politics in India Pam Rajput, Usha
Thakkar, 2023-04-28 The dynamics of Indian politics is reflected in the flexible and fluctuating
relations between the centre and the states as well as in the equations within the multiparty political
system. This book is one of the first to explore the participation of women in state politics in India



and how women navigate the dynamic spaces and hierarchies of the Indian political system. With the
help of in-depth studies of 16 states in India, it analyses the gender profile of political parties and
legislative bodies in these states; the question of women'’s representation which is miniscule in
legislative assemblies and women voters and their voting choices. It also explores the roadblocks
and barriers they face, along with a study of women'’s participation in informal politics. The chapters
in this book underline the need for women’s active participation both inside and outside the party
system to make democracy more robust and meaningful. Topical, rich in empirical data, this book
will be an essential read for scholars and researchers of Indian politics, gender studies, political
science, sociology, public administration, and South Asia studies.

politics in india since independence: The Encyclopedia of Political Revolutions Jack A.
Goldstone, 2015-04-29 The Encyclopedia of Political Revolutions is an important reference work that
describes revolutionary events that have affected and often changed the course of history. Suitable
for students and interested lay readers yet authoritative enough for scholars, its 200 articles by
leading scholars from around the world provide quick answers to specific questions as well as
in-depth treatment of events and trends accompanying revolutions. Includes descriptions of specific
revolutions, important revolutionary figures, and major revolutionary themes such as communism
and socialism, ideology, and nationalism. Illustrative material consists of photographs, detailed
maps, and a timeline of revolutions.
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