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political limitations of african americans from 1865 to 1900 marked a deeply
challenging and transformative era in American history. After the Civil War
and the abolition of slavery, African Americans faced a complex landscape of
newfound rights shadowed by intense systemic barriers. Although the
Reconstruction era initially offered hope through constitutional amendments
and political participation, the period that followed saw relentless efforts
to curtail Black political power. This article delves into the multifaceted
political limitations imposed on African Americans during this critical time,
revealing the ways in which legal, social, and violent tactics were used to
suppress their voices and rights.

The Post-Civil War Promise: Reconstruction and
African American Political Participation

In the immediate aftermath of the Civil War, the United States grappled with
redefining citizenship and rights for formerly enslaved African Americans.
The 13th, 14th, and 15th Amendments to the Constitution were landmark
developments that theoretically guaranteed freedom, equal protection under
the law, and the right to vote regardless of race. During Reconstruction
(1865-1877), African Americans began to exercise political rights, voting in
large numbers and even being elected to local, state, and federal offices.

The 15th Amendment: A Double-Edged Sword

The 15th Amendment, ratified in 1870, was a significant milestone that
prohibited denying the right to vote based on race, color, or previous
servitude. For the first time, African American men were legally allowed to
participate in elections. During this period, Black political leaders like
Hiram Revels and Blanche K. Bruce emerged, making historic strides in
Congress.

However, the amendment did not address other barriers such as literacy tests,
poll taxes, and property requirements, which soon became tools to
disenfranchise Black voters. Additionally, it excluded women entirely,
leaving Black women without the right to vote for decades.



Legal and Extralegal Barriers: How Political
Limitations Were Enforced

Following the end of Reconstruction in 1877, white Southern Democrats, often
called "Redeemers," regained control of state governments. They implemented a
series of laws and policies designed explicitly to suppress African American
political participation.

Jim Crow Laws and Disenfranchisement Tactics

Jim Crow laws institutionalized racial segregation and codified
discrimination across the South. Beyond segregation, these laws included
measures that effectively stripped African Americans of political power. Key
disenfranchisement tactics included:

Poll Taxes: Requiring payment to vote disproportionately affected poor
African Americans who could not afford these fees.

Literacy Tests: Ostensibly designed to ensure informed voting, these
tests were often unfairly administered, with complex or obscure
questions given only to Black voters.

Grandfather Clauses: Laws that allowed only those whose ancestors had
voted before the Civil War to vote, effectively excluding African
Americans whose ancestors were enslaved.

These measures were often upheld by courts, undermining the federal
protections meant to secure African American voting rights.

Violence and Intimidation: The Role of White
Supremacist Groups

Legal barriers were only part of the story. African Americans faced brutal
violence and intimidation designed to prevent them from voting or running for
office. Groups such as the Ku Klux Klan, White League, and Red Shirts used
terror tactics including lynching, beatings, and threats to silence Black
political voices.

Voter intimidation was widespread on election days, with armed white mobs
patrolling polling places and attacking Black voters. This climate of fear
drastically reduced African American political participation and reinforced
white dominance in the South.



The Supreme Court and Federal Government’s Role
in Limiting African American Rights

While the Reconstruction Amendments were meant to protect African Americans,
the Supreme Court and federal government often failed to enforce these rights
vigorously.

Key Supreme Court Decisions

Several Supreme Court rulings during this period weakened protections for
African Americans:

United States v. Cruikshank (1876): The Court ruled that the federal
government could not prosecute individuals for civil rights violations,
limiting federal intervention against racial violence.

Plessy v. Ferguson (1896): This infamous decision upheld “separate but
equal” segregation laws, legitimizing Jim Crow and further entrenching
racial discrimination.

These decisions effectively gave states the green light to enforce racially
discriminatory laws without fearing federal interference, further restricting
African American political power.

The Retreat of Federal Enforcement

After Reconstruction, the federal government gradually retreated from
protecting African Americans’ rights. The Compromise of 1877, which resolved
the disputed 1876 presidential election, resulted in the withdrawal of
federal troops from the South. This abandonment left African Americans
vulnerable to state-sanctioned disenfranchisement and violence.

Resistance and Resilience: African American
Political Activism Despite Limitations

Despite overwhelming obstacles, African Americans did not accept political
marginalization passively. Organizations like the Union League and later the
National Afro-American League (founded in 1890) mobilized to protect voting
rights and combat racial injustice.



Grassroots Organizing and Political Advocacy

African American communities used churches, schools, and civic organizations
as hubs for political education and mobilization. Leaders such as Frederick
Douglass, Ida B. Wells, and Booker T. Washington advocated for civil rights
and political participation, though their strategies sometimes differed.

While enduring lynching and legal disenfranchisement, Black newspapers and
activists documented abuses and campaigned for justice. These efforts laid
the groundwork for the civil rights movements of the 20th century.

Understanding the Lasting Impact of Political
Limitations from 1865 to 1900

The political limitations of African Americans from 1865 to 1900 were not
just temporary setbacks but deeply entrenched systems of oppression that
shaped American society for decades. The combination of discriminatory laws,
violent intimidation, and judicial decisions created a political environment
where African Americans were largely excluded from meaningful participation.

This exclusion had profound consequences, affecting economic opportunities,
education, and social equity. Understanding this period is essential to grasp
the long struggle for civil rights and the ongoing challenges related to
voter suppression and racial equality in the United States.

The resilience and activism demonstrated by African Americans during this era
highlight the enduring fight for justice and representation—a fight that
continues to evolve today.

Frequently Asked Questions

What were the primary political limitations faced by
African Americans between 1865 and 1900?
Between 1865 and 1900, African Americans faced numerous political limitations
including disenfranchisement through poll taxes, literacy tests, grandfather
clauses, and intimidation tactics such as violence and threats by groups like
the Ku Klux Klan. These measures effectively prevented many African Americans
from voting and holding political office despite the 15th Amendment.

How did the end of Reconstruction impact African
American political rights during this period?
The end of Reconstruction in 1877 led to the withdrawal of federal troops



from the South, which resulted in the rise of white supremacist state
governments that implemented laws and practices aimed at suppressing African
American political participation. This marked the beginning of the Jim Crow
era, severely restricting African American voting rights and political
representation.

What role did literacy tests and poll taxes play in
limiting African American political participation
from 1865 to 1900?
Literacy tests and poll taxes were tools used by Southern states to
disenfranchise African American voters. Literacy tests required individuals
to demonstrate reading and comprehension skills, which were often unfairly
administered. Poll taxes imposed a financial barrier to voting. Both measures
disproportionately affected African Americans, many of whom had limited
access to education and financial resources due to systemic racism.

How did the Supreme Court decisions during the late
19th century affect African American political
rights?
Supreme Court decisions such as the 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson case upheld
racial segregation under the 'separate but equal' doctrine, legitimizing
discriminatory state laws. Additionally, the court generally failed to
protect African American voting rights, allowing states to continue
implementing disenfranchisement methods without federal intervention, thereby
weakening African American political power.

What strategies did African Americans and their
allies use to resist political limitations during
1865-1900?
African Americans and their allies used various strategies including forming
political organizations like the Union League, advocating through newspapers
and speeches, pursuing legal challenges against discriminatory laws, and
participating in elections where possible. Despite severe restrictions, they
sought to build community solidarity and push for civil rights and political
inclusion.

Additional Resources
Political Limitations of African Americans from 1865 to 1900

Political limitations of African Americans from 1865 to 1900 represent a
critical chapter in American history, reflecting the complex interplay
between newfound freedoms and systematic oppression. Despite the formal



abolition of slavery following the Civil War, African Americans faced
numerous barriers that curtailed their political participation during the
Reconstruction era and the subsequent rise of Jim Crow laws. This period is
characterized by significant legal, social, and political challenges that
undermined African Americans' ability to exercise their rights and influence
governance.

The Aftermath of Emancipation and
Reconstruction Challenges

The abolition of slavery in 1865, marked by the 13th Amendment, was a
monumental step toward African American emancipation. However, the political
limitations of African Americans from 1865 to 1900 soon became apparent
during Reconstruction (1865-1877). Reconstruction initially offered African
Americans unprecedented opportunities for political engagement. The 14th and
15th Amendments granted citizenship and voting rights, respectively,
theoretically enabling African American men to participate fully in the
democratic process.

Reconstruction Gains and Political Participation

During Reconstruction, African Americans elected to public office in
unprecedented numbers, with over 2,000 holding local, state, and federal
positions. Notable figures like Hiram Revels and Blanche K. Bruce served in
the U.S. Senate, while others held seats in state legislatures. This period
marked the first significant inclusion of African Americans in American
political life, highlighting potential progress toward racial equality.

Yet, these gains were short-lived. The withdrawal of federal troops from the
South in 1877 signaled the end of Reconstruction and ushered in an era of
intensified political suppression.

The Rise of Jim Crow and Systematic
Disenfranchisement

Following Reconstruction, Southern states implemented Jim Crow laws that
institutionalized racial segregation and disenfranchisement. The political
limitations of African Americans from 1865 to 1900 intensified through a
combination of legal restrictions and extralegal intimidation. Southern
legislatures enacted poll taxes, literacy tests, and grandfather clauses
explicitly designed to prevent African Americans from voting.

Poll Taxes: Financial barriers that required voters to pay a fee to



register, disproportionately affecting African Americans and poor
whites.

Literacy Tests: Subjective assessments that were often unfairly
administered to disqualify African American voters.

Grandfather Clauses: Provisions allowing only those whose ancestors
voted before the Civil War to bypass literacy tests and poll taxes,
effectively excluding most African Americans.

These laws, combined with widespread voter intimidation and violence by
groups such as the Ku Klux Klan, severely restricted African American
political participation.

Legal and Social Mechanisms of Political
Suppression

The political limitations of African Americans from 1865 to 1900 were
reinforced by both judicial rulings and societal norms that undermined their
civil rights.

The Role of the Supreme Court

The U.S. Supreme Court played a pivotal role in shaping the political
landscape for African Americans during this era. Decisions such as the 1876
ruling in United States v. Cruikshank significantly weakened federal
enforcement of civil rights protections. The Court ruled that the federal
government could not prosecute individuals for civil rights violations unless
the state was responsible, effectively limiting federal intervention against
racially motivated violence and voter suppression.

Additionally, the 1896 Plessy v. Ferguson decision upheld the
constitutionality of racial segregation under the "separate but equal"
doctrine. Although primarily about public facilities, this ruling legitimized
broader systemic discrimination, indirectly reinforcing political
disenfranchisement.

Social Intimidation and Violence

Beyond legal barriers, African Americans faced pervasive social intimidation
that severely constrained political engagement. White supremacist
organizations used terror tactics to suppress voting and political activism.
Lynchings, beatings, and economic reprisals were common methods of enforcing



racial hierarchy and deterring African Americans from exercising their
political rights.

The threat of violence was often sufficient to reduce African American voter
turnout dramatically. In some regions, African Americans were effectively
excluded from the political process through fear and coercion rather than
legislation alone.

Comparative Perspectives and Regional
Variations

While the South experienced the most overt and systemic political
limitations, African Americans in other parts of the country also faced
challenges. Northern states exhibited varying degrees of racial
discrimination, often through de facto segregation and political
marginalization, though not always through legalized disenfranchisement.

Southern States: The Epicenter of Disenfranchisement

In states such as Mississippi, Alabama, and South Carolina, African Americans
were almost entirely disenfranchised by the 1890s. For example, Mississippi's
1890 constitution employed multiple disenfranchisement mechanisms, resulting
in a dramatic drop in African American voter registration—from nearly 100,000
in 1890 to just a few hundred by the early 20th century.

Northern and Western States

In the North and West, African Americans faced subtler forms of political
exclusion. While they were legally allowed to vote, discriminatory practices
such as gerrymandering, racial prejudice within political parties, and
socioeconomic barriers limited their influence. States like Illinois and Ohio
saw African American political participation restricted through informal
means, illustrating the nationwide scope of political limitations.

Impact on African American Communities and
Political Movements

The political limitations of African Americans from 1865 to 1900 had profound
consequences on community organization and civil rights advocacy.



Shaping Early Civil Rights Activism

Despite formidable obstacles, African American leaders and communities
mobilized to resist disenfranchisement. Organizations such as the National
Afro-American League, founded in 1890, sought to combat racial discrimination
and advocate for political rights. Additionally, churches and educational
institutions became hubs for political education and community solidarity.

However, the overwhelming restrictions limited the effectiveness of these
efforts during this period, setting the stage for the more organized civil
rights movements of the 20th century.

Socioeconomic Consequences

Political disenfranchisement also curtailed African Americans' ability to
influence policies affecting education, employment, and public services.
Without political representation, African American communities were often
neglected or actively targeted by discriminatory policies, perpetuating
cycles of poverty and marginalization.

Legacy of Political Limitations and the Road
Ahead

The political limitations of African Americans from 1865 to 1900 reveal a
pattern of systemic efforts to undermine African American citizenship and
democracy. While Reconstruction briefly opened the door to political
inclusion, the subsequent backlash entrenched barriers that would persist
well into the 20th century.

This era's legacy underscores the resilience of African American communities
in the face of political exclusion and highlights the importance of continued
vigilance in protecting voting rights and political representation. The
period from 1865 to 1900 serves as a foundational context for understanding
the ongoing struggle for racial equality and justice in American political
life.

Political Limitations Of African Americans From 1865 To 1900

  political limitations of african americans from 1865 to 1900: The African American
Experience in Texas Bruce A. Glasrud, James Smallwood, 2007 The African American Experience in
Texas collects for the first time the finest historical research and writing on African Americans in
Texas. Covering the time period between 1820 and the late 1970s, the selections highlight the
significant role that black Texans played in the development of the state. Topics include politics,
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slavery, religion, military experience, segregation and discrimination, civil rights, women, education,
and recreation. This anthology provides new insights into a previously neglected part of American
history and is essential reading for anyone interested in the history of black Texans.
  political limitations of african americans from 1865 to 1900: OCR GCSE History SHP: The
Making of America 1789-1900 Alex Ford, 2017-07-03 Exam board: OCR (Specification B, SHP) Level:
GCSE (9-1) Subject: History First teaching: September 2016 First exams: Summer 2018 An OCR
endorsed textbook Let SHP successfully steer you through the OCR B specification with an exciting,
enquiry-based series, combining best practice teaching methods and worthwhile tasks to develop
students' historical knowledge and skills. b” Tackle unfamiliar topics with confidence: /bThe
engaging, accessible text covers the content you need for teacher-led lessons and independent
studybrbrb” Ease the transition to GCSE:b” Build the knowledge and understanding that students
need to succeed: /bThe scaffolded three-part task structure enables students to record, reflect on
and review their learningbrbrb” Boost student performance:b” Rediscover your enthusiasm for
source work: /bA range of purposeful, intriguing visual and written source material is embedded at
the heart of each investigation to enhance understandingbrbrb” Develop students' sense of period:
  political limitations of african americans from 1865 to 1900: Emancipation's Diaspora
Leslie A. Schwalm, 2009-07-15 Most studies of emancipation’s consequences have focused on the
South. Moving the discussion to the North, Leslie Schwalm enriches our understanding of the
national impact of the transition from slavery to freedom. Emancipation’s Diaspora follows the lives
and experiences of thousands of men and women who liberated themselves from slavery, made their
way to overwhelmingly white communities in Iowa, Minnesota, and Wisconsin, and worked to live in
dignity as free women and men and as citizens. Schwalm explores the hotly contested politics of
black enfranchisement as well as collisions over segregation, civil rights, and the more informal
politics of race — including how slavery and emancipation would be remembered and
commemorated. She examines how gender shaped the politics of race, and how gender relations
were contested and negotiated within the black community. Based on extensive archival research,
Emancipation’s Diaspora shows how in churches and schools, in voting booths and Masonic temples,
in bustling cities and rural crossroads, black and white Midwesterners — women and men — shaped
the local and national consequences of emancipation.
  political limitations of african americans from 1865 to 1900: Debating Reform Richard J.
Ellis, Michael Nelson, 2016-08-04 Debating Reform: Conflicting Perspectives on How to Fix the
American Political System, Third Edition edited by Richard J. Ellis and Michael Nelson, gets readers
to consider the key issues in reforming political institutions. Written specifically for this volume,
each pro or con essay is contributed by a top scholar and examines a concrete proposal for
reforming the political system. By focusing on institutions, rather than liberal or conservative public
policies, the essays move readers to leave behind ideology and grapple with evidence, and then draw
their own conclusions and build their own arguments.
  political limitations of african americans from 1865 to 1900: Black Power in the
Suburbs Valerie C. Johnson, 2012-02-01 The country's largest concentration of African American
suburban affluence represents a unique laboratory to study the internal factors associated with
African American political ascendancy and the convergence of race and class. Black Power in the
Suburbs chronicles Prince George's County, Maryland, and the twenty-three year quest by African
Americans to influence educational policy and become equal partners in the county's governing
coalition. Johnson challenges conventional notions of a monolithic community by addressing the
manner in which class cleavages among African Americans affect their representation and policy
interests in suburbia. She also documents white resistance to power sharing and the impact of
school desegregation on white population trends.
  political limitations of african americans from 1865 to 1900: Emancipation Peter
Kolchin, 2024-09-10 In this sequel to his landmark study, historian Peter Kolchin compares the
transition to freedom after American emancipation with the Russian Great Reforms The two largest
transitions from unfree to free labor of the many that occurred in Europe and the Americas during



the nineteenth century took place in the United States and in Russia. Both occurred in the 1860s,
and in both the former slaves and serfs strove to maximize their autonomy and freedom while the
former masters worked to preserve as many of their prerogatives as possible. Both were
partially--but only partially--successful. In this magisterial and long-awaited work, historian Peter
Kolchin shows that a more radical break with the past was possible in the United States than in
Russia, with the Southern freedpeople coming to enjoy republican citizenship, whereas Russian
peasants remained subjects rather than citizens. Both countries saw conservative reactions triumph
in the late nineteenth century. While this conservatism was common in most emancipations, it was
especially strong in Russia and the American South, in part as a reaction against the major efforts to
restructure the social order that went by the name of Reconstruction in the United States and the
Great Reforms in Russia.
  political limitations of african americans from 1865 to 1900: The American Promise,
Volume II: Since 1865 James L. Roark, Michael P. Johnson, Patricia Cline Cohen, Sarah Stage,
Susan M. Hartmann, 2012-01-09 The American Promise if more teachable and memorable than any
other U.S. survey text. The balanced narrative braids together political and social history so that
students can discern overarching trends as well as individual stories. The voices of hundreds of
Americans - from Presidents to pipe fitters, and sharecroppers to suffragettes - animate the past and
make concepts memorable. The past comes alive for students through dynamic special features and
a stunning and distinctive visual program. Over 775 contemporaneous illustrations - more than any
competing text - draw students into the text, and more than 180 full - color maps increase students'
geographic literacy. A rich array of special features complements the narrative offering more points
of departure for assignments and discussion. Longstanding favorites include Documenting the
American Promise, Historical Questions, The Promise of Technology, and Beyond American's Boders,
representing a key part of a our effort to increase attention paid to the global context of American
history.
  political limitations of african americans from 1865 to 1900: The Harvard Guide to
African-American History Evelyn Brooks Higginbotham, 2001 This massive guide, sponsored by the
W.E.B. Du Bois Institute for Afro-American Research at Harvard University and compiled by
renowned experts, offers a compendium of information and interpretation on over 500 years of black
experience in America.
  political limitations of african americans from 1865 to 1900: OCR GCSE (9–1) History B
(SHP) Foundation Edition: The Making of America 1789–1900 Jamie Byrom, Alex Ford, 2019-10-07
Exam board: OCR (Specification B, SHP) Level: GCSE (9-1) Subject: History First teaching:
September 2016 First exams: Summer 2018 An OCR endorsed textbook. Help more students to
access the content for OCR GCSE History B (SHP) with this Foundation Edition, designed to work
alongside the mainstream textbook for effective co-teaching in the same class. Covering The Making
of America 1789-1900, this book: br” Follows the same structure and page numbers as the
mainstream textbook so that students of all abilities can explore the same enquiriesbrbr” Simplifies
and reduces the text on each page, using carefully-controlled vocabulary and clear explanations of
key termsbrbr” Focuses on the key points that students need to understand and includes new
content summaries at the end of each enquiry to reinforce learning
  political limitations of african americans from 1865 to 1900: A Companion to the Gilded
Age and Progressive Era Christopher McKnight Nichols, Nancy C. Unger, 2022-06-15 A Companion
to the Gilded Age and Progressive Era presents a collection of new historiographic essays covering
the years between 1877 and 1920, a period which saw the U.S. emerge from the ashes of
Reconstruction to become a world power. The single, definitive resource for the latest state of
knowledge relating to the history and historiography of the Gilded Age and Progressive Era Features
contributions by leading scholars in a wide range of relevant specialties Coverage of the period
includes geographic, social, cultural, economic, political, diplomatic, ethnic, racial, gendered,
religious, global, and ecological themes and approaches In today’s era, often referred to as a
“second Gilded Age,” this book offers relevant historical analysis of the factors that helped create



contemporary society Fills an important chronological gap in period-based American history
collections
  political limitations of african americans from 1865 to 1900: Vermont History , 2006
  political limitations of african americans from 1865 to 1900: Sociological Abstracts Leo P.
Chall, 1991
  political limitations of african americans from 1865 to 1900: Descriptions of Courses
Michigan State University, 1973
  political limitations of african americans from 1865 to 1900: Books in Print , 1994
  political limitations of african americans from 1865 to 1900: The Civil War Era Lyde
Cullen-Sizer, Jim Cullen, 2008-04-15 There is an extraordinary range of material in this anthology,
from Lincoln’s Gettysburg address to a contemporary account of a visit from the Ku Klux Klan. The
primary sources reproduced are both visual and written, and the secondary materials present a
remarkable breadth and quality of relevant scholarship. Contains an extensive selection of writings
and illustrations on the American Civil War Reflects society and culture as well as the politics and
key battles of the Civil War Reproduces and links primary and secondary sources to encourage
exploration of the material Includes editorial introductions and study questions to aid understanding
  political limitations of african americans from 1865 to 1900: A ^AChance to Make Good
James R. Grossman, 1997-04-24 Currently we think of the first three decades of the 20th century as
the formative years of Jim Crow. Yet in the face of legal discrimination a new generation of African
Americans left an indelible mark on the nation and its affairs. A Chance to Make Good documents
the rise of black businesses and political coalitions, and African American contributions to music and
culture, and the efforts of individuals and communities to claim a place for themselves in America
during the years 1900-1929. It was a time of movement, the Great Migration, when approximately
1.5 million African Americans left the rural South, encouraged by recruiting efforts and the desire to
leave the stifling racial climate in Southern communities. Famous people profiled include Frederick
Douglass, Ida B. Wells, Booker T. Washington, W. E. B. Du Bois, and Marcus M. Garvey.
  political limitations of african americans from 1865 to 1900: America, History and Life ,
2002 Article abstracts and citations of reviews and dissertations covering the United States and
Canada.
  political limitations of african americans from 1865 to 1900: A Chance to Make Good
James R. Grossman, 1997-04-24 Many people think of the first three decades of the 20th century as
the formative years of Jim Crow, or legal segregation, a time when African Americans shared in the
aspirations and expectations of their fellow citizens, but who did so as a people with a unique set of
barriers to overcome. In the South, segregation had become a way of life. In the North, opportunities
for work were hard to come by in the face of a less overt racism. Yet, even in the face of such
discrimination, a new generation of African Americans left an indelible mark on the nation and its
affairs. Luminaries such as Booker T. Washington, Mary Church Terrell, and Marcus Garvey inspired
and led thousands of black men and women as they obliterated, removed, tiptoed around, climbed
over, and even passed through these barriers. This is the story of sharecropper Minnie Savage,
NAACP founder W. E. B. Du Bois, and countless others who lived in this time of hope and age of
despair.It was also a time of movement. By the second decade of the 20th century, cotton cultivation
still employed more black Southerners than any other single activity. Encouraged by recruiting
efforts and the desire to leave the stifling racial climate in Southern communities, approximately 1.5
million African Americans left the rural South during what came to be known as the Great Migration.
Scores settled in New York's Harlem and Chicago's South Side. But thousands also moved to Detroit,
Gary, Cleveland, Milwaukee, and St. Paul, as well as Philadelphia, Camden, Newark, and
Boston.James Grossman's A Chance to Make Good is peopled by the ordinary and the famous, the
migrants and those who stayed behind. Documenting the efforts of individuals and communities to
claim a place for themselves in America, it narrates the powerful story of black aspirations,
frustration, and determination in the years from 1900 to 1929.
  political limitations of african americans from 1865 to 1900: The Yale Journal of Law



and Liberation , 1989
  political limitations of african americans from 1865 to 1900: Encyclopedia of Social
Networks George A. Barnett, 2011-09-07 Request a FREE 30-day online trial to this title at
www.sagepub.com/freetrial This two-volume encyclopedia provides a thorough introduction to the
wide-ranging, fast-developing field of social networking, a much-needed resource at a time when
new social networks or communities seem to spring up on the internet every day. Social networks,
or groupings of individuals tied by one or more specific types of interests or interdependencies
ranging from likes and dislikes, or disease transmission to the old boy network or overlapping circles
of friends, have been in existence for longer than services such as Facebook or YouTube; analysis of
these networks emphasizes the relationships within the network . This reference resource offers
comprehensive coverage of the theory and research within the social sciences that has sprung from
the analysis of such groupings, with accompanying definitions, measures, and research. Featuring
approximately 350 signed entries, along with approximately 40 media clips, organized alphabetically
and offering cross-references and suggestions for further readings, this encyclopedia opens with a
thematic Reader's Guide in the front that groups related entries by topics. A Chronology offers the
reader historical perspective on the study of social networks. This two-volume reference work is a
must-have resource for libraries serving researchers interested in the various fields related to social
networks.
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