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Orhan Pamuk The White Castle: A Journey Through Identity and History

orhan pamuk the white castle invites readers into a mesmerizing world where
history, culture, and personal identity intertwine. This remarkable novel,
penned by Turkey’s Nobel laureate Orhan Pamuk, explores profound themes
through a compelling narrative set in the 17th century Ottoman Empire. For
anyone interested in historical fiction, postcolonial literature, or the
intricate dance between East and West, The White Castle offers a rich and
thought-provoking experience.

The Essence of Orhan Pamuk The White Castle

Orhan Pamuk’s The White Castle is not just a historical novel; it is a
philosophical exploration of selfhood and cultural encounter. The story
revolves around an Italian scholar who is captured by Ottoman pirates and
becomes the slave of a Turkish scholar named Hoja. What follows is a complex
relationship that blurs the lines between master and servant, identity and
imitation.

The novel is notable for its exploration of duality—between East and West,
self and other, knowledge and power. Pamuk uses the historical setting to
delve deeply into questions of personal identity, cultural assimilation, and
the fluidity of human nature.

Historical Context and Setting

Set in 17th century Istanbul, The White Castle recreates a vibrant and
politically charged atmosphere. The Ottoman Empire was at its peak, a
crossroads between Europe and Asia, where cultures and ideas clashed and
blended. Pamuk meticulously reconstructs this era, providing readers with a
vivid sense of place and time.

The setting is more than just a backdrop; it is integral to the narrative’s
exploration of cultural exchange and conflict. Istanbul itself becomes a
character, embodying the tensions and harmonies of a diverse empire.

Themes Explored in Orhan Pamuk The White Castle

Identity and the Self

At the heart of The White Castle lies a meditation on identity. The unnamed
Italian narrator and Hoja, his Turkish counterpart, become increasingly alike
as the story unfolds, raising questions about the nature of the self. Are we
born with a fixed identity, or is it something that can be shaped and
reshaped by experience and environment?

Pamuk uses their relationship to challenge the idea of a stable, singular



identity. The characters’ shifting roles and mirrored lives highlight the
fluidity of personal and cultural identity, a theme that resonates in today’s
globalized world.

East Meets West

Another central theme is the encounter between Eastern and Western cultures.
The novel examines the fascination and fear that each side holds for the
other. Through the protagonists’ interactions, Pamuk reveals the complexities
of cultural exchange—how it can lead to both enrichment and misunderstanding.

The White Castle subtly critiques Orientalism and Eurocentrism by presenting
a narrative where the East is not exoticized or diminished but portrayed with
depth and nuance.

Power and Knowledge

Orhan Pamuk also delves into the relationship between knowledge and power.
The characters are scholars, constantly engaged in intellectual pursuits, yet
their personal ambitions and desires complicate their scholarly endeavors.
The novel questions whether knowledge empowers its holders or ensnares them
in illusions.

Literary Style and Narrative Technique

Pamuk’s prose in The White Castle is elegant yet accessible, weaving
historical detail with philosophical inquiry seamlessly. The novel is
structured as a first-person narrative, which creates an intimate connection
between the reader and the protagonist’s evolving consciousness.

The use of a single narrator who is both unreliable and reflective adds
layers of complexity. Readers are invited to question the truth of the story
and the reliability of memory—a technique that enriches the novel’s
exploration of identity.

Symbolism and Imagery

The “White Castle” itself is a powerful symbol throughout the novel. It
represents both a physical place and a metaphor for the fortress of the self,
the elusive ideal of certainty and control in a chaotic world. Pamuk’s
imagery often contrasts light and shadow, reinforcing themes of ambiguity and
duality.

Why Orhan Pamuk The White Castle Remains
Relevant

In today’s world, where cultural boundaries are constantly shifting and



questions of identity are ever more pressing, The White Castle offers
timeless insights. It challenges readers to think critically about how we
define ourselves in relation to others and how history shapes our
perceptions.

For students of literature, history, and cultural studies, Pamuk’s novel is a
treasure trove of ideas. It encourages empathy and understanding by
portraying characters caught between worlds, struggling to find their place.

Impact on Contemporary Literature

The White Castle has influenced many contemporary writers interested in
themes of hybridity and postcolonial identity. Pamuk’s nuanced portrayal of
East-West relations serves as a model for how literature can bridge cultural
divides without resorting to stereotypes.

Tips for Reading Orhan Pamuk The White Castle

To fully appreciate the richness of The White Castle, consider the following
tips:

Understand the Historical Context: Familiarize yourself with the Ottoman
Empire and 17th century Europe to grasp the novel’s setting more fully.

Reflect on Dualities: Pay attention to the mirrored relationship between
the narrator and Hoja, and how their identities overlap.

Embrace Ambiguity: Don’t seek clear-cut answers; the novel thrives on
uncertainty and open-ended questions.

Explore Symbolism: Consider the symbolic meanings of the White Castle
and other recurring images throughout the story.

Engage with Critical Essays: Reading literary critiques can deepen your
understanding of the novel’s themes and techniques.

Orhan Pamuk The White Castle in the Broader
Context of Pamuk’s Work

The White Castle is an early work that foreshadows many themes Pamuk explores
in his later novels, such as My Name Is Red and Snow. His fascination with
history, identity, and the interplay between East and West continues to
define his literary career.

Unlike some of his more recent, sprawling works, The White Castle is
relatively concise but no less profound. It captures the essence of Pamuk’s
style: introspective, richly textured, and deeply human.

Exploring this novel provides a valuable entry point into the mind of one of



Turkey’s most celebrated authors and offers a window into a world where
history and imagination meet.

As you delve into orhan pamuk the white castle, you embark on a journey that
challenges preconceived notions of identity and culture, inviting you to
contemplate the fluid and multifaceted nature of human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main theme of Orhan Pamuk's novel 'The
White Castle'?

The main theme of 'The White Castle' is identity and the blurred lines
between self and other, explored through the relationship between a Venetian
scholar and his Ottoman captor.

How does Orhan Pamuk explore cultural differences in
'The White Castle'?

Pamuk explores cultural differences by contrasting the Western and Ottoman
worlds through the interactions of the two main characters, highlighting
misunderstandings, similarities, and the fluidity of cultural identity.

What narrative style is used in 'The White Castle' by
Orhan Pamuk?

The novel uses a first-person narrative style, presented as a confessional
memoir by the Venetian scholar, which creates an intimate and reflective
tone.

Is 'The White Castle' based on historical events?

While 'The White Castle' is a work of fiction, it is inspired by historical
contexts of 17th-century Ottoman Empire and Venice, blending historical
elements with philosophical questions about identity.

What is the significance of the twin-like
relationship in 'The White Castle'?

The twin-like relationship between the Venetian scholar and the Ottoman
scholar symbolizes the exploration of identity, mirroring, and the
interchangeability of self and other.

How does Orhan Pamuk address the theme of knowledge
and power in 'The White Castle'?

Pamuk illustrates how knowledge can be both a tool for empowerment and a
source of vulnerability, as the characters use knowledge to assert dominance
but also to understand each other.



Why is 'The White Castle' considered a significant
work in Orhan Pamuk's career?

'The White Castle' is significant because it established Pamuk's reputation
internationally, showcasing his ability to blend historical fiction with
philosophical inquiry and complex character studies.

Additional Resources
Orhan Pamuk The White Castle: A Profound Exploration of Identity and Cultural
Exchange

orhan pamuk the white castle stands as a seminal work in contemporary Turkish
literature, emblematic of Orhan Pamuk’s unique ability to intertwine history,
philosophy, and narrative complexity. First published in 1985, "The White
Castle" (originally "Beyaz Kale") is a novel that defies straightforward
categorization. It ventures beyond a simple historical tale, delving deeply
into themes of identity, cultural hybridity, and the intricate dynamics
between East and West. As one of Pamuk’s earliest novels, it provides a
fascinating insight into the evolution of his literary style and thematic
preoccupations, which would later culminate in his Nobel Prize-winning works.

Contextualizing Orhan Pamuk The White Castle

Set in the 17th century Ottoman Empire, "The White Castle" unfolds as a
historical fiction narrative centered around the encounter between a Venetian
scholar and an Ottoman scholar-slave. The story is framed as a series of
confessions from the Venetian narrator, who is captured and enslaved by the
Ottomans. The relationship that develops between him and his master, Hoja,
becomes the axis around which the novel’s exploration of identity and power
pivots.

Orhan Pamuk’s choice of period and setting is significant. The Ottoman Empire
during the 1600s was a hub of cultural and intellectual exchange, a
confluence of East and West. This backdrop allows Pamuk to explore the porous
boundaries of personal and cultural identity—how individuals and societies
define themselves in relation to others. The novel’s title, "The White
Castle," symbolically represents both a physical fortress and a metaphor for
the human psyche and the quest for self-understanding.

Literary Style and Narrative Structure

The narrative technique employed by Orhan Pamuk in "The White Castle" is
notable for its first-person confessional style, which creates an intimate
yet unreliable narrator. This approach invites readers to question the nature
of truth and storytelling. The Venetian’s voice is marked by self-doubt and
ambiguity, which mirrors the novel’s thematic concerns with duality and
mimicry.

Pamuk’s prose is elegant and restrained, eschewing elaborate descriptions in
favor of a more cerebral and philosophical tone. This stylistic choice
reinforces the novel’s status as a meditation on knowledge and power, rather
than a mere historical adventure. The dialogues between the Venetian and Hoja



are particularly rich, serving as intellectual duels that probe questions of
identity, language, and cultural superiority.

Thematic Depth in Orhan Pamuk The White Castle

At its core, "The White Castle" is an intricate study of identity. The novel
investigates how identity is constructed, deconstructed, and reconstructed
through cultural exchange and personal experience. The Venetian and Hoja’s
relationship becomes a mirror reflecting each other’s fears, ambitions, and
insecurities, blurring the lines between self and other.

Identity and the Doppelgänger Motif

One of the most compelling aspects of the novel is the doppelgänger motif.
The Venetian and Hoja, despite their different backgrounds, gradually become
indistinguishable from one another. This motif underscores the fluidity of
identity and challenges the notion of a fixed self. The narrative suggests
that identity is not innate but rather a performative construct shaped by
language, culture, and power dynamics.

This theme resonates with contemporary discussions in postcolonial studies
and psychoanalysis, where identity is understood as fragmented and hybrid.
Pamuk’s exploration predates but aligns with these theoretical frameworks,
positioning "The White Castle" as a forward-thinking work that transcends its
historical setting.

Cultural Encounter and Hybridity

The novel also delves into the complexities of cultural encounter. The
Venetian’s captivity in the Ottoman world exposes him to a culture that is at
once alien and familiar. Through his interactions with Hoja and others, the
novel portrays the intricate process of cultural assimilation and resistance.

Pamuk neither romanticizes nor vilifies either culture; instead, he presents
a nuanced picture that acknowledges the ambiguities and contradictions
inherent in cultural exchange. This balanced portrayal is a hallmark of
Pamuk’s writing and contributes to the novel’s enduring relevance in
discussions about East-West relations.

Comparisons and Literary Significance

Orhan Pamuk The White Castle draws literary parallels to classic works such
as Miguel de Cervantes’ "Don Quixote" and Franz Kafka’s "The Trial" in its
exploration of identity and the absurdity of power structures. However,
Pamuk’s unique contribution lies in his embedding of these universal themes
within a distinctly Turkish and Ottoman context.



Impact on Turkish Literature and Global Reception

"The White Castle" marked a turning point in Turkish literature by
introducing a sophisticated narrative approach that engaged with Turkey’s
Ottoman past and its complex relationship with the West. It helped establish
Orhan Pamuk as a significant voice capable of bridging cultural divides
through literature.

Internationally, the novel has been critically acclaimed for its intellectual
depth and narrative innovation. It remains a key text for readers interested
in postcolonial literature, historical fiction, and the cultural politics of
identity.

Pros and Cons in Literary Criticism

Pros: The novel’s intellectual rigor, thematic richness, and elegant
prose have been widely praised. Its ambiguous narrative invites multiple
interpretations, enhancing its literary value.

Cons: Some readers find the novel’s philosophical tone and lack of
action challenging, potentially limiting its accessibility to a broader
audience.

Despite these critiques, "The White Castle" continues to be a foundational
work for understanding Orhan Pamuk’s literary trajectory and the broader
landscape of Turkish literature.

The enduring appeal of Orhan Pamuk The White Castle lies in its ability to
provoke thought about the nature of selfhood and the enduring complexities of
cultural identity. Its narrative invites readers into a world where history
and fiction intertwine, challenging assumptions and expanding perspectives on
what it means to belong.

Orhan Pamuk The White Castle

  orhan pamuk the white castle: The White Castle Orhan Pamuk, 2015-10-14 In the
seventeenth century, a young Italian scholar sailing from Venice to Naples is taken prisoner and
delivered to Constantinople, into the custody of a scholar known as Hoja—‘master’—a man who is his
exact double. Hoja wonders, given the knowledge of each other’s most intimate secrets, if they could
actually exchange identities. Set in a world of magnificent scholarship and terrifying savagery, The
White Castle is a colourful and intricately patterned triumph of the imagination.
  orhan pamuk the white castle: The White Castle Orhan Pamuk, 2015-04-06 Orhan Pamuk
proffers a dazzling work of historical and philosophical fiction, set amid the scholarship and
savagery of 17th-century Constantinople. When a young Italian scholar is taken prisoner, he
becomes the slave and tutor of a Turkish scholar who is his exact double. THE WHITE CASTLE is a
triumph of the imagination, as colorful and intricately patterned as a Turkish prayer rug.
  orhan pamuk the white castle: The White Castle Orhan Pamuk, 1990 Orhan Pamuk proffers
a dazzling work of historical and philosophical fiction, set amid the scholarship and savagery of
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17th-century Constantinople. When a young Italian scholar is taken prisoner, he becomes the slave
and tutor of a Turkish scholar who is his exact double. THE WHITE CASTLE is a triumph of the
imagination, as colorful and intricately patterned as a Turkish prayer rug.
  orhan pamuk the white castle: The White Castle Pamuk Orhan, 2024-05-02 Set in a world of
magnificent scholarship and terrifying savagery, The White Castle is a colourful and intricately
patterned triumph of the imagination.
  orhan pamuk the white castle: The White Castle Orhan Pamuk, 2009 This novel recounts the
life of a young Italian Christian taken captive at sea by the Ottoman Turks in the 17th century.
Through his intelligence he is treated quite favorably as a slave and spends his days in Istanbul
doing research for the Pasha and young Sultan under the sponsorship of a learned man, whom he
hauntingly resembles. -- Publisher details.
  orhan pamuk the white castle: The White Castle Orhan Pamuk, 1998-03-31 From the Nobel
Prize winner and the acclaimed author of My Name is Red comes a dazzling work of historical fiction
and a treatise on the enigma of identity and the relations between East and West. From a Turkish
writer who has been compared with Borges, Nabokov, and DeLillo, a young Italian scholar in the
17th century sailing from Venice to Naples is taken prisoner and delivered to Constantinople. There
he falls into the custody of a scholar known as Hoja—master—a man who is his exact double. In the
years that follow, the slave instructs his master in Western science and technology, from medicine to
pyrotechnics. But Hoja wants to know more: why he and his captive are the persons they are and
whether, given knowledge of each other's most intimate secrets, they could actually exchange
identities. Set in a world of magnificent scholarship and terrifying savagery, The White Castle is a
colorful and intricately patterned triumph of the imagination. Translated from the Turkish by
Victoria Holbrook.
  orhan pamuk the white castle: Displacing Fictions of Orhan Pamuk Hande Gürses,
2023-11-21 Displacing Fictions of Orhan Pamuk: Beyond the Bridge questions the prevailing
relevance and violence of the bridge metaphor for literature through new readings of Orhan Pamuk.
This book argues that despite its association with connection, dialogue, and reconciliation, the
bridge is an inherently violent structure that controls movement by regulating it. Drawing on
deconstruction and Derrida, the author argues for a rethinking of the intrinsic connection between
the bridge and the writings of Orhan Pamuk. Exploring Pamuk’s significance as an author of the
world literature canon, this book investigates the history and theory of the discipline as a bridge.
Identifying new metaphors in Pamuk’s work, Hande Gürses shows the political potential of moving
beyond the bridge. As people, lands, and ideas keep moving, Displacing Fictions of Orhan Pamuk
argues for an urgent need for new metaphors to understand and represent the realities of our
contemporary world.
  orhan pamuk the white castle: The Babylonian Planet Sonja Neef, 2021-11-04 What is
astro-culture? In The Babylonian Planet it is unfolded as an aesthetic, an idea, a field of study, a
position, and a practice. It helps to engineer the shift from a world view that is segregated to one
that is integrated – from global to planetary; from distance to intimacy and where closeness and
cosmic distance live side-by-side. In this tour de force, Sonja Neef takes her cue from Edouard
Glissant's vision of multilingualism and reignites the myth of the Tower of Babel to anticipate new
forms of cultural encounter. For her, Babel is an organic construction site at which she fuses
theoretical analysis and case studies of artists, writers and thinkers like William Kentridge, Orhan
Pamuk and Immanuel Kant. Her skilful interrogations then allow her to paint a portrait of art and
culture that abolishes the horizon as a barrier to vision and reclaims it as a place of contact and
relation. By combining the Babylonian concept of the encounter and the planetary concept of the
whole-earth, Neef creates a space – an astro-culture – in which she can examine topics as varied as
language, translation, media, modernity, migration and the moon. In doing so, she instigates a
renewed cultural understanding receptive to the kinder forms of cultural encounter and
globalisation she hopes will come.
  orhan pamuk the white castle: Challenging the Boundaries Işıl Baş, Donald C. Freeman,



2007 Challenging the Boundaries seeks to transcend the limits of literary genres and national
cultures, exploring both old and new frontiers in language and literature from an interdisciplinary,
multifaceted, and challenging perspective. Selected from the pathbreaking Istanbul conference of
the Poetics and Linguistics Association, these papers treat topics ranging from contemporary
neurobiology's insights into the sources of poetic creativity to the cultural theories of Michel
Foucault and Hélène Cixous and their literary consequences; from the films of the American director
David Lynch to those of the Senegalese artist Djibril Diop Mambéty; from the work of the Turkish
novelist Orhan Pamuk to James Joyce's Ulysses and the stories of Virginia Woolf. This volume will be
of particular interest to readers who might wish to become acquainted with the work of able young
scholars from an exceptionally wide array of academic cultures and theoretical commitments. The
authors whose essays appear in Challenging the Boundaries reflect in their approaches and subjects
both the breadth and depth of the international academic community. PALA Papers is a series of
volumes comprising essays selected and edited from presentations at the annual conferences of the
Poetics and Linguistics Association, an international body of scholars whose work focuses on the
interdisciplinary nexus of linguistics, discourse theory, and literary analysis, criticism, and theory.
Each volume will present studies that provide models to scholars throughout the world for
conducting their own research in this multidisciplinary paradigm on such topics as, among many
others, close linguistic analysis of canonical literary works, corpus-based studies of literary
narrative, and the linguistic basis of contemporary social and cultural theory.
  orhan pamuk the white castle: Orhan Pamuk, Secularism and Blasphemy Erdağ M. Göknar,
2013 Orhan Pamuk, Secularism and Blasphemy is the first critical study of all of Pamuk's novels,
including the early untranslated work. In 2005 Orhan Pamuk was charged with insulting Turkishness
under Article 301 of the Turkish penal code. Eighteen months later he was awarded the Nobel Prize.
After decades of criticism for wielding a depoliticized pen, Pamuk was cast as a dissident through his
trial, an event that underscored his transformation from national literateur to global author. By
contextualizing Pamuk's fiction into the Turkish tradition and by defining the literary and political
intersections of his work, Orhan Pamuk, Secularism and Blasphemy rereads Pamuk's dissidence as a
factor of the form of his novels. This is not a traditional study of literature, but a book that turns to
literature to ask larger questions about recent transformations in Turkish history, identity,
modernity, and collective memory. As a corrective to common misreadings of Pamuk's work in its
international reception, Orhan Pamuk, Secularism and Blasphemy applies various analytical lenses
to the politics of the Turkish novel, including gender studies, cultural translation, historiography,
and Islam. The book argues that modern literature that confronts representations of the nation-state,
or devlet, with those of Ottoman, Islamic, and Sufi contexts, or din, constitute secular blasphemies
that redefine the politics of the Turkish novel. Concluding with a meditation on conditions of
untranslatability in Turkish literature, this study provides a comprehensive and critical analysis of
Pamuk's novels to date.
  orhan pamuk the white castle: Renaissance Go-Betweens Andreas Höfele, Werner von
Koppenfels, 2011-12-22 The volume analyses some of the travelling and bridge-building activities
that went on in Renaissance Europe, mainly but not exclusively across the Channel, true to
Montaigne's epoch-making program of describing 'the passage'. Its emphasis on Anglo-Continental
relations ensures a firm basis in English literature, but its particular appeal lies in its European point
of view, and in the perspectives it opens up into other areas of early modern culture, such as
pictorial art, philosophy, and economics. The multiple implications of the go-between concept make
for structured diversity. The chapters of this book are arranged in three stages. Part 1 ('Mediators')
focuses on influential go-betweens, both as groups, like the translators, and as individual mediators.
The second part of this book ('Mediations') is concerned with individual acts of mediation, and with
the 'mental topographies' they presuppose, reflect and redraw in their turn. Part 3
('Representations') looks at the role of exemplary intermediaries and the workings of mediation
represented on the early modern English stage. Key features High quality anthology on phenomena
of cultural exchange in the Renaissance era With contributions by outstanding international experts



  orhan pamuk the white castle: Greek Modernism and Beyond Δημήτρης Τζιόβας, 1997
Although it is one of the most dynamic and controversial areas of Greek culture, Greek modernism
has received little scholarly attention as a literary and cultural phenomenon. A wide variety of
competing, often clashing discourses and approaches characterize the study of Greek modernism. In
this landmark volume, scholars from three continents provide a framework in which developments in
prose, poetry, and drama can be studied together. The contributors seek to redefine the contours of
Greek modernism, to reassess its impact on Greek culture, to explore the fringes of the movement.
Special attention is paid to the role of the avant-garde in Greece and the emergence of postmodern
trends in Greek culture. Greek Modernism and Beyond is valuable reading for students and scholars
of Greek and European literature.
  orhan pamuk the white castle: Remembering the space age: Proceedings of the 50th
Anniversary Conference , Proceedings of October 2007 conference, sponsored by the NASA History
Division and the National Air and Space Museum, to commemorate the 50th anniversary of the
Sputnik 1 launch in October 1957 and the dawn of the space age.
  orhan pamuk the white castle: Re-thinking Europe Nele Bemong, Mirjam Truwant, Pieter
Vermeulen, 2008 Re-Thinking Europe sets out to investigate the place of the idea of Europe in
literature and comparative literary studies. The essays in this collection turn to the past, in which
Europe became synonymous with a tradition of peace and tolerance beyond national borders, and
enter into a critical dialogue with the present, in which Europe has increasingly become associated
with a history of oppression and violence. The different essays together demonstrate how the idea of
Europe cannot be thought apart from the tension between the regional and the global, between
nationalism and pluralism, and can therefore be re-thought as an opportunity for an identity beyond
national or ethnic borders. Engaging contemporary discourses on hybrid, postcolonial, and
transnational identity, this volume shows how literature can function as both a vital tool to forge new
identities and a power subversive of such attempts at identity-formation. Like Europe, it is always
marked by the tension between integration and resistance. The book will be of interest to students
and scholars of modern literature, comparative literature, and European studies, as well as people
concerned with cultural memory and the relation between literature and cultural identity.
  orhan pamuk the white castle: The Georgetown Guide to Arabic-English Translation Mustafa
Mughazy, 2016-05-16 The Georgetown Guide to Arabic-English Translation is an essential
step-by-step, practical manual for advanced learners of Arabic who are interested in how to analyze
and accurately translate nonfiction Arabic texts. Mustafa Mughazy, a respected Arabic linguist,
presents a functional approach that de-emphasizes word-for-word translation in fav
  orhan pamuk the white castle: Books on Turkey , 2005
  orhan pamuk the white castle: ,
  orhan pamuk the white castle: Power and Victimization - The Rhetoric of Sociopolitical
Power and Representations of Victimhood in Contemporary Literature Oya Berk, Sırma Soran
Gumpert, 2012-02-03 These proceedings of the symposium ‘The Rhetoric of Sociopolitical Power and
Representations of Victim-hood in Contemporary Literature,’ conducted by the Department of
American Culture and Literature at Haliç University, Istanbul, on 13-15 April 2005 contain
discussions of power and victimization as represented in contemporary literatures in light of the
leading questions and issues in contemporary literary criticism, the emphasis being on writing from
the Anglophone world.The authors treated include Angela Carter, Colm Toibin, Alan Hollinghurst,
Tony Harrison, Henry James, David Mamet, Anne Sexton, Philip Roth, Toni Morrison, Terry Tempest
Williams, Margaret Atwood, Derek Walcott, J. M. Coetzee, Jean Anouilh, Thomas Mann, Ricardo
Piglia, Luisa Valenzuela, Naguib Mahfouz, Kemal Yalçın, Orhan Pamuk, Kobo Abe.
  orhan pamuk the white castle: The Ottomans Marc David Baer, 2021-10-05 This major new
history of the Ottoman dynasty reveals a diverse empire that straddled East and West. The Ottoman
Empire has long been depicted as the Islamic, Asian antithesis of the Christian, European West. But
the reality was starkly different: the Ottomans’ multiethnic, multilingual, and multireligious domain
reached deep into Europe’s heart. Indeed, the Ottoman rulers saw themselves as the new Romans.



Recounting the Ottomans’ remarkable rise from a frontier principality to a world empire, historian
Marc David Baer traces their debts to their Turkish, Mongolian, Islamic, and Byzantine heritage. The
Ottomans pioneered religious toleration even as they used religious conversion to integrate
conquered peoples. But in the nineteenth century, they embraced exclusivity, leading to ethnic
cleansing, genocide, and the empire’s demise after the First World War. The Ottomans vividly
reveals the dynasty’s full history and its enduring impact on Europe and the world.
  orhan pamuk the white castle: Edinburgh Companion to the Postcolonial Middle East Ball
Anna Ball, 2018-11-14 This Edinburgh Companion seeks to develop a postcolonial framework for
addressing the Middle East. The first collection of essays on this subject, it assembles some of the
world's foremost postcolonialists to explore the critical, theoretical and disciplinary possibilities that
inquiry into this region opens for postcolonial studies. Throughout its twenty-four chapters, its focus
is on literary and cultural critique. It draws on texts and contexts from the late nineteenth to the
early twenty-first centuries as case studies, and deploys the concept of 'post/colonial modernity' to
reveal the enduring impact of colonial and imperial power on the shaping of the region. And it
covers a wide and significant range of political, social, and cultural issues in the Middle East during
that period - including the heritage of Orientalism in the region; the roots and contemporary
branches of the Israel-Palestine conflict; colonial history, state formation and cultures of resistance
in Egypt, Turkey, the Maghreb and the wider Arab world; the clash of tradition and modernity in
regional and transnational expressions of Islam; the politics of gender and sexuality in the Arab
world; the ongoing crises in Libya, Iraq, Iran and Syria; the Arab Spring; and the Middle Eastern
refugee crisis in Europe.
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