
mary beard the roman triumph
Mary Beard and the Roman Triumph: Unveiling Ancient Rome’s Spectacular
Celebration

mary beard the roman triumph is a phrase that immediately conjures images of
grand parades, victorious generals, and the intricate symbolism of power in
Ancient Rome. Mary Beard, one of the most renowned classical scholars of our
time, has brought fresh insight and vivid interpretation to the Roman
triumph, a ritualistic celebration that was not only a military parade but
also a potent political and religious spectacle. Her work delves deep into
the cultural, historical, and social dimensions of the triumph, helping us
understand why this ancient ceremony still captivates historians and
enthusiasts today.

The Roman Triumph: More Than Just a Parade

When we think of the Roman triumph, the mind often pictures a victorious
general returning to Rome, riding in a chariot, surrounded by spoils of war
and captives. But Mary Beard’s research reveals that the triumph was much
more than a mere celebration of military success. In her acclaimed book and
lectures, Beard illustrates how the triumph was a complex event combining
religious rites, political messaging, and theatrical display.

The triumph was a carefully orchestrated ritual that served to legitimize the
general’s authority and demonstrate Rome’s power. It was a moment when the
boundary between the mortal and the divine blurred, as generals were
temporarily elevated almost to the status of gods. This celebration was
deeply embedded in Roman identity and reflected Rome’s values and ambitions.

The Historical Roots of the Roman Triumph

Mary Beard traces the origins of the triumph back to the early Republic,
where it evolved from simpler forms of victory celebrations. She points out
how the triumph was initially a private affair but gradually became a state-
sponsored event with standardized procedures. The ceremony was codified with
strict rules about who could celebrate it, how it should be conducted, and
what symbols were to be included.

One interesting aspect Beard highlights is the role of the Senate in granting
triumphs. It was not an automatic reward for victory; generals had to
petition the Senate, which then assessed the significance of their conquest.
This political aspect reveals that the triumph was as much about power
struggles within Rome as it was about external conquest.



Mary Beard’s Interpretation of the Triumph’s
Symbolism

Beard emphasizes that the Roman triumph was rich in symbolism. The parade
featured not only the victorious general but also his army, exotic animals,
captives, and treasures from conquered lands. Each element conveyed a message
about Rome’s dominance and the general’s prowess.

One of Beard’s notable insights is about the figure of the general himself.
During the triumph, he wore a purple toga and a laurel crown, imitating
Jupiter, the king of the gods. This act was not mere vanity; it symbolized
the divine sanction of his victory. Meanwhile, a slave supposedly whispered
in his ear, reminding him of his mortality, a fascinating detail that Beard
explores to illustrate the tension between human glory and humility in Roman
culture.

Religion and the Triumph

Religion was inseparable from the triumph. Mary Beard explains how the
ceremony began with sacrifices and prayers to the gods, particularly Jupiter
and Mars, seeking their favor and expressing gratitude for victory. The
procession ended at the Temple of Jupiter on the Capitoline Hill, where the
general offered thanks.

This religious dimension gave the triumph a sacred character, reinforcing the
idea that Rome’s military successes were divinely ordained. Beard’s work
highlights how this fusion of religion and politics was central to Roman
statecraft and public life.

Mary Beard’s Contribution to Modern
Understanding of the Triumph

Mary Beard has played a crucial role in popularizing and demystifying the
Roman triumph for a modern audience. Through her books, documentaries, and
lectures, she has made the triumph accessible and engaging, moving beyond dry
academic descriptions to show its drama and significance.

Her approach combines rigorous scholarship with storytelling, helping readers
appreciate the triumph as a living event full of emotion, spectacle, and
meaning. Beard also challenges some traditional assumptions, encouraging us
to see the triumph not just as a celebration of conquest but as a reflection
of Rome’s complex social and political realities.



Insights from “SPQR” and Other Works

In her bestselling book *SPQR: A History of Ancient Rome*, Mary Beard
dedicates significant attention to the triumph, situating it within the
broader narrative of Roman history. She explains how the triumph evolved over
centuries and how it mirrored changes in Roman society, from Republic to
Empire.

Beard’s accessible writing style and engaging examples help readers visualize
the triumph’s grandeur and understand its layered significance. Her work also
sheds light on lesser-known aspects, such as the role of women and the
public’s reaction to these grand spectacles.

Why the Roman Triumph Still Matters Today

The fascination with the Roman triumph endures because it speaks to universal
themes of victory, power, and public recognition. Mary Beard’s scholarship
helps us see that the triumph was more than ancient pageantry; it was a tool
for shaping identity and memory.

Today, the triumph continues to inspire art, literature, and popular culture.
From movies to museum exhibitions, the spectacle of the Roman triumph serves
as a powerful symbol of achievement and authority. Beard’s insights remind us
to look beyond the surface and consider how rituals and ceremonies influence
societies.

Lessons from the Roman Triumph for Modern Times

Studying the Roman triumph through Mary Beard’s lens offers valuable lessons
about leadership, politics, and the use of symbolism. It shows how public
displays of power can unify or divide communities, create myths, and
reinforce hierarchies.

For historians, students, or curious readers, Beard’s work encourages a
critical yet empathetic approach to history. Understanding the triumph’s role
helps us grasp how ancient peoples made sense of their world and how similar
patterns might be visible in contemporary societies.

---

Whether you are intrigued by the military history of Rome or fascinated by
its cultural rituals, Mary Beard’s exploration of the Roman triumph provides
a compelling window into the grandeur and complexity of one of antiquity’s
most iconic ceremonies. Her scholarship invites us to imagine the sounds,
sights, and emotions of Rome’s streets during these extraordinary
celebrations, making the past come alive in vivid detail.



Frequently Asked Questions

Who is Mary Beard in the context of Roman history?
Mary Beard is a renowned British classicist, historian, and author known for
her expertise in Roman history and culture.

What is the Roman Triumph as explained by Mary
Beard?
The Roman Triumph, according to Mary Beard, was a grand ceremonial procession
in ancient Rome that celebrated a military commander's victory, showcasing
spoils of war, captives, and the general himself.

How does Mary Beard interpret the political
significance of the Roman Triumph?
Mary Beard argues that the Roman Triumph was not just a military celebration
but also a powerful political spectacle that reinforced the authority and
prestige of the victorious general and the Roman state.

What myths about the Roman Triumph does Mary Beard
challenge?
Mary Beard challenges the myth that the Roman Triumph was purely a selfless
celebration of Rome's greatness, instead highlighting its role in personal
glorification and political propaganda.

Has Mary Beard written any books specifically about
the Roman Triumph?
While Mary Beard has not written a book solely about the Roman Triumph, she
discusses it extensively in her works on Roman history, such as 'SPQR: A
History of Ancient Rome.'

How does Mary Beard connect the Roman Triumph to
modern celebrations?
Mary Beard draws parallels between the Roman Triumph and modern military
parades, emphasizing their shared function in publicizing power and fostering
national pride.

What sources does Mary Beard use to study the Roman



Triumph?
Mary Beard uses a variety of ancient sources, including writings by Livy,
Plutarch, and coins, as well as archaeological evidence and artistic
depictions, to study the Roman Triumph.

Why is Mary Beard's perspective on the Roman Triumph
considered important?
Mary Beard's perspective is important because she combines rigorous
scholarship with accessible storytelling, offering fresh insights that
challenge traditional views and deepen our understanding of Roman culture and
politics.

Additional Resources
Mary Beard and The Roman Triumph: A Scholarly Exploration of Power and
Spectacle

mary beard the roman triumph represents a significant intersection of
classical scholarship and public history, where one of the foremost
historians of antiquity revisits a defining ritual of ancient Rome. Mary
Beard, a renowned classicist and professor at the University of Cambridge,
has extensively analyzed the Roman Triumph, shedding light on its cultural,
political, and symbolic dimensions. Her work goes beyond mere description,
offering a critical investigation into how this grand procession functioned
within Roman society and its enduring legacy in Western historical
imagination.

The Roman Triumph was not merely a parade but a complex ceremony that
celebrated military victory, consolidated political power, and reinforced
social hierarchies. Beard’s exploration of the Triumph elucidates how this
spectacle served as a potent tool of propaganda, intertwining myth, religion,
and statecraft. Through her detailed scholarship, she challenges simplistic
interpretations and invites readers to consider the multifaceted roles the
Triumph played in reinforcing Rome’s identity both domestically and abroad.

The Roman Triumph: Context and Significance

The Roman Triumph was an elaborate public celebration granted to victorious
generals. Traditionally, it involved a procession through the city of Rome,
culminating at the Temple of Jupiter on the Capitoline Hill. This event
marked the culmination of a successful military campaign and offered a moment
for the Roman populace to witness the spoils of war, captured prisoners, and
the general’s elevated status.

Mary Beard’s analysis emphasizes that the Triumph was deeply rooted in Roman



religious and social customs. It was not a spontaneous festivity but a highly
regulated ritual involving specific prayers, sacrifices, and symbolic
gestures. This ceremonial structure reflected the Romans’ understanding of
divine favor and legitimized the general’s authority by linking military
success to the will of the gods.

Unlike modern military parades that often celebrate an entire army or nation,
the Roman Triumph focused on the individual general, who was temporarily
elevated to a near-divine status during the procession. Beard highlights this
aspect to demonstrate how the Triumph was as much about personal glory as it
was about collective achievement.

Mary Beard's Methodological Approach

Mary Beard approaches the Roman Triumph with a blend of archaeological
evidence, literary sources, and iconographic analysis. She scrutinizes
contemporary accounts from historians such as Livy, Plutarch, and Suetonius,
contrasting their narratives to reveal biases and political agendas. Her
interdisciplinary approach allows for a nuanced reconstruction of the
Triumph’s ceremonial elements and its public reception.

One of Beard’s critical contributions is her insistence on viewing the
Triumph through the lens of power dynamics. By examining who was granted a
Triumph, under what circumstances, and how the event was staged, she reveals
the intricate balance between military achievement and political legitimacy
in the Roman Republic and Empire.

Furthermore, Beard explores the visual culture surrounding the Triumph,
including triumphal arches, reliefs, and coinage. These artifacts served as
permanent reminders of the victory and the general’s elevated status,
reinforcing the message conveyed during the procession.

Political and Social Dimensions of the Roman
Triumph

The Roman Triumph functioned as a powerful political instrument. Mary Beard
points out that triumphs were often politically contentious, with generals
lobbying for this honor to cement their status within the competitive
landscape of Roman politics. The Senate had to officially approve a Triumph,
making it a public endorsement of the general’s achievements and a validation
of their standing among Rome’s elite.

The social implications were equally profound. The Triumph was a spectacle
that united the Roman people, albeit temporarily, in collective celebration.
It reaffirmed traditional Roman values such as virtus (virtue), disciplina
(discipline), and pietas (piety) through public display. However, Beard also



draws attention to the tensions beneath this unity, as the event could
exacerbate rivalries among political factions and highlight social
inequalities.

The Role of Captives and Spoils

An often-overlooked aspect that Mary Beard brings to the fore is the
treatment of captives and spoils during the Triumph. Prisoners of war were
paraded through the city, their humiliation serving as a stark reminder of
Roman dominance. Similarly, the display of spoils—ranging from exotic animals
to precious metals—symbolized the material benefits of conquest.

Beard critically examines how this aspect of the Triumph was a performative
assertion of power, designed not only to celebrate victory but to intimidate
Rome’s enemies and impress its citizens. The spectacle reinforced the
narrative of Roman superiority and divine favor, a narrative that justified
expansionist policies.

Comparative Perspectives and Legacy

Mary Beard’s scholarship situates the Roman Triumph within a broader context
of victory celebrations across cultures and eras. By comparing the Triumph
with similar rituals in other ancient societies, she highlights its unique
features as well as its universal functions in legitimizing power.

Moreover, Beard investigates how the Roman Triumph influenced later
historical and cultural traditions. The Renaissance revival of classical
antiquity saw the Triumph reinterpreted in art and literature as a symbol of
political legitimacy and martial valor. Even modern military parades and
state ceremonies echo elements of the Roman Triumph’s grandeur and symbolism.

Pros and Cons of the Triumph as a Political Tool

Pros: The Triumph served to unify the populace, celebrate military
success, and legitimize political authority. It reinforced religious and
cultural values, providing a tangible connection between the divine and
the state.

Cons: The Triumph could exacerbate political rivalries and social
tensions. It sometimes glorified individual ambition over collective
good and masked the brutal realities of war through spectacle.



Mary Beard’s balanced assessment of these pros and cons encourages a critical
understanding of the Triumph not just as an ancient ritual but as a complex
institution with multifaceted impacts.

Mary Beard’s Impact on Public Understanding of
the Roman Triumph

Through her books, lectures, and documentaries, Mary Beard has brought the
Roman Triumph from the confines of academia into public discourse. Her
accessible yet rigorous presentations demystify the ritual, making it
relevant to contemporary audiences interested in history, politics, and
culture.

Beard’s work challenges romanticized views of ancient Rome by exposing the
Triumph’s darker aspects—the violence, the political manipulation, and the
social inequalities it masked. This holistic portrayal fosters a more
critical engagement with history, emphasizing that ancient rituals often
served pragmatic and ideological purposes beyond their surface grandeur.

In addition to enriching scholarly debates, Beard’s insights contribute to
broader discussions about the use of spectacle in political communication,
both historically and in the present day. Her examination of the Roman
Triumph provides a valuable case study in how societies construct and contest
narratives of power.

The study of Mary Beard and the Roman Triumph thus represents a vital link
between past and present, illuminating how ancient rituals continue to inform
modern understandings of authority, celebration, and public memory.

Mary Beard The Roman Triumph

  mary beard the roman triumph: The Roman Triumph Mary Beard, 2009-05-31 It followed
every major military victory in ancient Rome: the successful general drove through the streets to the
temple of Jupiter on the Capitoline Hill; behind him streamed his raucous soldiers; in front were his
most glamorous prisoners, as well as the booty he’d captured, from enemy ships and precious
statues to plants and animals from the conquered territory. Occasionally there was so much on
display that the show lasted two or three days. A radical reexamination of this most extraordinary of
ancient ceremonies, this book explores the magnificence of the Roman triumph, but also its darker
side. What did it mean when the axle broke under Julius Caesar’s chariot? Or when Pompey’s
elephants got stuck trying to squeeze through an arch? Or when exotic or pathetic prisoners stole
the general’s show? And what are the implications of the Roman triumph, as a celebration of
imperialism and military might, for questions about military power and “victory” in our own day?
The triumph, Mary Beard contends, prompted the Romans to question as well as celebrate military
glory. Her richly illustrated work is a testament to the profound importance of the triumph in Roman
culture—and for monarchs, dynasts and generals ever since. But how can we re-create the ceremony
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as it was celebrated in Rome? How can we piece together its elusive traces in art and literature?
Beard addresses these questions, opening a window on the intriguing process of sifting through and
making sense of what constitutes “history.”
  mary beard the roman triumph: The Roman Triumph Mary Beard, 2007 Describes every
major military campaign and victory in ancient Rome explaining what the Roman triumph really
looked like and what it symbolized.
  mary beard the roman triumph: The Architecture of the Roman Triumph Maggie L. Popkin,
2016-07-22 This book offers the first critical study of the architecture of the Roman triumph, ancient
Rome's most important victory ritual. Through case studies ranging from the republican to imperial
periods, it demonstrates how powerfully monuments shaped how Romans performed, experienced,
and remembered triumphs and, consequently, how Romans conceived of an urban identity for their
city. Monuments highlighted Roman conquests of foreign peoples, enabled Romans to envision
future triumphs, made triumphs more memorable through emotional arousal of spectators, and even
generated distorted memories of triumphs that might never have occurred. This book illustrates the
far-reaching impact of the architecture of the triumph on how Romans thought about this ritual and,
ultimately, their own place within the Mediterranean world. In doing so, it offers a new model for
historicizing the interrelations between monuments, individual and shared memory, and collective
identities.
  mary beard the roman triumph: The Arch of Titus Steven Fine, 2021-05-25 The Arch of
Titus: From Jerusalem to Rome—and Back explores the shifting meanings and significance of the
Arch of Titus from the Jewish War of 66–74 CE to the present—for Romans, Christians and especially
for Jews. Built by triumphant Romans, this triumphal monument was preserved by medieval
Christians, lauded by modern visitors and dictators and imitated around the world. The Arch of Titus
has special significance for the once-defeated Jews. Its menorah is now the national symbol of
modern Israel. The Arch of Titus: From Jerusalem to Rome—and Back assembles an international
array of scholars to explore the Arch in all of its complexity. This volume celebrates an exhibition
mounted at Yeshiva University Museum and is the final statement of the Yeshiva University Arch of
Titus Project.
  mary beard the roman triumph: Ancient Rome: The Rise and Fall of an Empire Simon Baker,
2010-09-30 This is the story of the greatest empire the world has ever known. Simon Baker charts
the rise and fall of the world's first superpower, focusing on six momentous turning points that
shaped Roman history. Welcome to Rome as you've never seen it before - awesome and splendid,
gritty and squalid. From the conquest of the Mediterranean beginning in the third century BC to the
destruction of the Roman Empire at the hands of barbarian invaders some seven centuries later, we
discover the most critical episodes in Roman history: the spectacular collapse of the 'free' republic,
the birth of the age of the 'Caesars', the violent suppression of the strongest rebellion against Roman
power, and the bloody civil war that launched Christianity as a world religion. At the heart of this
account are the dynamic, complex but flawed characters of some of the most powerful rulers in
history: men such as Pompey the Great, Julius Caesar, Augustus, Nero and Constantine. Putting
flesh on the bones of these distant, legendary figures, Simon Baker looks beyond the dusty, toga-clad
caricatures and explores their real motivations and ambitions, intrigues and rivalries. The superb
narrative, full of energy and imagination, is a brilliant distillation of the latest scholarship and a
wonderfully evocative account of Ancient Rome.
  mary beard the roman triumph: The Roman Province of Gallia Narbonensis Philip
Kay-Bujak, 2025-01-30 According to Pliny (admittedly a native of the province), Gallia Narbonensis
was 'by the cultivation of its soil, the manners and civilization of its inhabitants and the extent of its
wealth, surpassed by no other province in the Empire'. Philip Kay-Bujak describes how this vital area
came to be occupied and incorporated into Rome's domains and how it was then governed.
Straddling important roads connecting Rome with Spain, northern Gaul and the Channel ports, the
province grew into an agricultural and economic powerhouse. Containing some of the finest
examples of Roman cities, such as Narbonne and Lyon, it was among the most sought after postings



for Roman officials. However, this strategic positioning also made it the battlefield for numerous
foreign invasions and civil wars, and we follow the region's fluctuating fortunes through several
centuries of drama. Drawing on extensive research and many personal visits to the area, Philip
Kay-Bujak brings us a fascinating story of this particular region. Moreover, it also serves as an
excellent case study in the evolving methods, challenges and impacts of imperial governance across
the Roman world. Part historical study, part travel guide, it explores the legacy the Roman Empire
bequeathed to this beautiful region.
  mary beard the roman triumph: The Menorah Steven Fine, 2016-11-21 Introduction:
Standing before the Arch of Titus menorah -- From Titus to Moses-and back -- Flavian Rome to the
nineteenth century -- Modernism, Zionism, and the menorah -- Creating a national symbol -- A Jewish
holy grail -- The menorah at the Vatican -- Illuminating the path to Armageddon
  mary beard the roman triumph: The Moving City Ida Ostenberg, Simon Malmberg, Jonas
Bjørnebye, 2015-08-27 The Moving City: Processions, Passages and Promenades in Ancient Rome
focusses on movements in the ancient city of Rome, exploring the interaction between people and
monuments. Representing a novel approach to the Roman cityscape and culture, and reflecting the
shift away from the traditional study of single monuments into broader analyses of context and
space, the volume reveals both how movement adds to our understanding of ancient society, and
how the movement of people and goods shaped urban development. Covering a wide range of
people, places, sources, and times, the volume includes a survey of Republican, imperial, and late
antique movement, triumphal processions of conquering generals, seditious, violent movement of
riots and rebellion, religious processions and rituals and the everyday movements of individual
strolls or household errands. By way of its longue durée, dense location and the variety of available
sources, the city of ancient Rome offers a unique possibility to study movements as expressions of
power, ritual, writing, communication, mentalities, trade, and – also as a result of a massed populace
– violent outbreaks and attempts to keep order. The emerging picture is of a bustling, lively society,
where cityscape and movements are closely interactive and entwined.
  mary beard the roman triumph: Rituals of Triumph in the Mediterranean World Anthony
Spalinger, Jeremy Armstrong, 2013-07-01 Societies, both ancient and modern, have frequently
celebrated and proclaimed their military victories through overt public demonstrations. In the
ancient world, however, the most famous examples of this come from a single culture and period -
Rome in the final years of the Roman Republic and early Roman Empire - while those from other
cultures - such as Egypt, Greece, Neo-Assyria, and indeed other periods of Roman history – are
generally unexplored. The aim of this volume is to present a more complete study of this
phenomenon and offer a series of cultural reactions to successful military actions by various peoples
of the ancient Mediterranean world, illustrating points of similarity and diversity, and demonstrating
the complex and multifaceted nature of this trans-cultural practice. The book nevertheless
represents a valuable collection of papers on a not so widely researched topic and is clearly a
stepping stone for further research as indeed the editors intended it to be. Uros Matic, Universitaet
Muenster
  mary beard the roman triumph: Paul, The Apostle of Obedience Jason A. Myers,
2022-08-25 Jason A. Myers reconsiders the meaning and context of the phrase “the obedience of
faith” in Rom 1:5 and how it contributes to the theme of obedience in Romans. In contrast to
previous studies that have nearly exclusively focused on the obedience language in light of the
Hebrew Bible and Second Temple literature, Myers instead investigates how this language
functioned within the Greco-Roman world, particularly in the discourse of the Roman Empire. By
studying both the Greco-Roman contexts and the use of obedience language during the Empire,
Myers sheds fresh light on the meaning of “the obedience of faith,” and concludes that such
examination helps contemporary readers understand how Gentiles in Paul's audience would have
heard and received the terms and images relating to obedience. In addition, he argues that Paul's
use of obedience language, both at the beginning and end of Romans (1:5; 15:18), serves as
rhetorical bookends, and signals a theme that is central to Paul's purpose in Romans and integral to



his calling as an apostle to the Gentiles.
  mary beard the roman triumph: Romans at War Jeremy Armstrong, Michael P. Fronda,
2019-10-01 This volume addresses the fundamental importance of the army, warfare, and military
service to the development of both the Roman Republic and wider Italic society in the second half of
the first millennium BC. It brings together emerging and established scholars in the area of Roman
military studies to engage with subjects such as the relationship between warfare and economic and
demographic regimes; the interplay of war, aristocratic politics, and state formation; and the
complex role the military played in the integration of Italy. The book demonstrates the centrality of
war to Rome’s internal and external relationships during the Republic, as well as to the Romans’
sense of identity and history. It also illustrates the changing scholarly view of warfare as a social and
cultural construct in antiquity, and how much work remains to be done in what is often thought of as
a traditional area of research. Romans at War will be of interest to students and scholars of the
Roman army and ancient warfare, and of Roman society more broadly.
  mary beard the roman triumph: Ovid Carole E. Newlands, 2015-09-02 Virgil, Horace and
Ovid are often cited as the three great canonical poets of classical Roman literature. And of the
three, arguably it is Ovid (43 BCE-CE 17/18) who has the most enduring legacy. Carole Newlands
introduces her subject as an ancient author with a vital place in the modern cultural canon: and also
as the inspiration behind figures as diverse as Chaucer, Titian, Dryden and Ted Hughes. She views
Ovid as a Latin writer who is uniquely suitable for times of change: he appeals to postmodern
sensibilities because of his interest in psychology, his fascination with cultural hybridity and his
challenge to the conventional divide between animal and human. This book explores the connection
between the historical poet and the works he produced: love elegies, the Metamorphoses and the
Fasti. It shows that unlike Virgil - who wrote early in Augustus' reign, anticipating a golden age of
peace and prosperity - Ovid was a product of the late Augustan age: one of hardening autocracy and
the greater influence of Tiberius behind the scenes. His elegies and erotic myths must therefore be
understood as the result of complex, shifting political circumstances.
  mary beard the roman triumph: The Routledge Handbook of Museums, Heritage, and Death
Trish Biers, Katie Stringer Clary, 2023-07-26 This book provides a comprehensive examination of
death, dying, and human remains in museums and heritage sites around the world. Presenting a
diverse range of contributions from scholars, practitioners, and artists, the book reminds us that
death and the dead body are omnipresent in museum and heritage spaces. Chapters appraise
collection practices and their historical context, present global perspectives and potential
resolutions, and suggest how death and dying should be presented to the public. Acknowledging that
professionals in the galleries, libraries, archives, and museums (GLAM) fields are engaging in vital
discussions about repatriation and anti-colonialist narratives, the book includes reflections on a
variety of deathscapes that are at the forefront of the debate. Taking a multivocal approach, the
handbook provides a foundation for debate as well as a reference for how the dead are treated
within the public arena. Most important, perhaps, the book highlights best practices and calls for
more ethical frameworks and strategies for collaboration, particularly with descendant communities.
The Routledge Handbook of Museums, Heritage, and Death will be useful to all individuals working
with, studying, and interested in curation and exhibition at museums and heritage sites around the
world. It will be of particular interest to those working in the fields of heritage, museum studies,
death studies, archaeology, anthropology, sociology, and history.
  mary beard the roman triumph: The Poetics of Power in Augustan Rome Nandini B. Pandey,
2018-10-11 Augustus' success in implementing monarchical rule at Rome is often attributed to
innovations in the symbolic language of power, from the star marking Julius Caesar's deification to
buildings like the Palatine complex and the Forum Augustum to rituals including triumphs and
funerals. This book illuminates Roman subjects' vital role in creating and critiquing these images, in
keeping with the Augustan poets' sustained exploration of audiences' active part in constructing
verbal and visual meaning. From Vergil to Ovid, these poets publicly interpret, debate, and disrupt
Rome's evolving political iconography, reclaiming it as the common property of an imagined republic



of readers. In showing how these poets used reading as a metaphor for the mutual constitution of
Augustan authority and a means of exercising interpretive libertas under the principate, this book
offers a holistic new vision of Roman imperial power and its representation that will stimulate
scholars and students alike.
  mary beard the roman triumph: Understanding Latin Literature Susanna Morton Braund,
2017-04-27 Understanding Latin Literature is a highly accessible, user-friendly work that provides a
fresh and illuminating introduction to the most important aspects of Latin prose and poetry. This
second edition is heavily revised to reflect recent developments in scholarship, especially in the area
of the later reception and reverberations of Latin literature. Chapters are dedicated to Latin writers
such as Virgil and Livy and explore how literature related to Roman identity and society. Readers
are stimulated and inspired to do their own further reading through engagement with a wide
selection of translated extracts and through understanding the different ways in which they can be
approached. Central throughout is the theme of the fundamental connections between Latin
literature and issues of elite Roman culture. The versatile and accessible structure of Understanding
Latin Literature makes it suitable for both individual and class use.
  mary beard the roman triumph: Iesus Deus M. David Litwa, 2014 What does it mean for Jesus
to be deified in early Christian literature? Early Christians did not simply assert Jesus divinity; in
their literature, they depicted Jesus with the specific and widely recognized traits of Mediterranean
deities.Relying on the methods of the history of religions and ranging judiciously across Hellenistic
literature, M. David Litwa shows that at each stage in their depiction of Jesus life and ministry, early
Christian writings from the beginning relied on categories drawn not from Judaism alone, but on a
wide, pan-Mediterranean understanding of deity.
  mary beard the roman triumph: Royal Ideologies in the Book of Revelation Justin Jeffcoat
Schedtler, 2023-07-06 The portrait of Jesus in the book of Revelation is best understood in light of its
royal and messianic dimensions.
  mary beard the roman triumph: The Object at Hand Beth Py-Lieberman, 2023-09-26 From
Dorothy's ruby slippers to a speech that saved Teddy Roosevelt from assassination, this authoritative
guide delivers in-depth reportage on the history of remarkable objects from the Smithsonian's
collections For American history, pop culture, and museum enthusiasts With charm and exuberance,
The Object at Hand presents a behind-the-scenes vantage point of the Smithsonian collections.
Veteran Smithsonian magazine editor Beth Py-Lieberman weaves together adaptations of the
magazine's extensive and compelling coverage and interviews with scholars, curators, and historians
to take readers on an unforgettable journey through the Smithsonian museums. Objects are grouped
into the themes audacity, utopia, fierce, haunting, deception, lost, desire, triumph, scale, optimism,
playful, rhythm, and revealing to engage with the emotional dimensions of each object, how they
relate to each other, and how they fit into the larger American story. A sampling includes: The
Star-Spangled Banner Frida Kahlo's love letter to Diego Rivera Amelia Earhart's Lockheed Vega 5B
Nat Turner's Bible An AIDS quilt panel honoring Roger Gail Lyon A signpost from the Standing Rock
protest A glass-plate portrait of Abraham Lincoln Life-sized model of a Megalodon The Hope
Diamond Chuck Berry's Cadillac Portrait of Henrietta Lacks Py-Lieberman reflects on the profound
connections between even outwardly dissimilar objects, and offers insight and stories from
Smithsonian experts. The book explores artworks, scientific specimens, historical artifacts,
airplanes, spacecraft, plants, and so much more, contemplating how each item represents different
facets of humanity and resonates with cultural meaning in surprising ways. Whimsical, affecting, and
insightful, The Object at Hand offers an intimate and exclusive tour of the Smithsonian collections.
  mary beard the roman triumph: Transient Apostle Timothy Luckritz Marquis, 2013-04-30
DIVIn a significant reevaluation of Paulâ€™s place in the early Christian story, Timothy Luckritz
Marquis explores the theme of travel in the apostleâ€™s correspondence and shows how Paul was a
product of the material forces of his day./div
  mary beard the roman triumph: Chaucer and Italian Culture Helen Fulton, 2021-01-15
This study offers a clear discussions of canonical Chaucerian works. It includes new accounts of



Italian cultural influences on Chaucer’s writing. It has a contextualising introduction and
comprehensive bibliography. It offers a comparative approaches to key texts.
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