how old is pashto language

How 0Old Is Pashto Language? Unraveling the History and Legacy of Pashto

how old is pashto language is a question that sparks curiosity among linguists, historians, and
language enthusiasts alike. Pashto, an ancient and rich language spoken primarily in Afghanistan
and Pakistan, has deep roots that stretch back centuries, entwined with the cultural and historical
fabric of the region. Understanding the age of Pashto not only offers insights into its linguistic
evolution but also into the heritage of its speakers, the Pashtuns, who have preserved the language
through generations.

The Origins of Pashto: Tracing Back Through History

The story of Pashto begins in the broader context of the Indo-Iranian language family. Pashto is
classified as an Eastern Iranian language, placing it among a group of languages that evolved from
the ancient Iranian dialects spoken thousands of years ago.

Ancient Iranian Roots and Early Development

Scholars estimate that Pashto’s origins can be traced back to at least 3,000 years ago, making it one
of the oldest Iranian languages still spoken today. Its exact beginnings are somewhat elusive due to
the lack of early written records, but linguistic evidence ties Pashto to the Eastern Iranian languages
that branched off from Proto-Iranian.

Early Pashto likely emerged as a distinct dialect around the first millennium BCE, influenced by the
migrations and settlements of Iranian tribes in the region that now covers eastern Afghanistan and
western Pakistan. These tribes contributed to the formation of a unique linguistic identity that
eventually solidified into what we recognize as Pashto.

Historical Mentions and Documentation

The earliest direct references to Pashto appear in historical texts dating back to the 7th or 8th
century CE, although some scholars argue for earlier origins based on oral traditions. The language
gained prominence in medieval times through poetry, folklore, and the oral storytelling tradition of
the Pashtun people.

One of the most famous literary figures in Pashto’s history, Khushal Khan Khattak (1613-1689),
contributed significantly to the development and preservation of Pashto literature. His works not
only enriched the language but also cemented Pashto’s cultural importance in the region.



How Old Is Pashto Language Compared to Other
Iranian Languages?

Understanding Pashto’s age also involves placing it alongside other Iranian languages such as
Persian (Farsi), Kurdish, and Balochi. While all these languages share a common Iranian ancestry,
Pashto is unique in its preservation of archaic features that have faded in other related tongues.

Comparison with Persian and Other Dialects

Persian, or Farsi, has a well-documented literary history dating back over 2,500 years, with
extensive written records like the Avesta and classical Persian poetry. Pashto’s written tradition, by
contrast, developed later but retains some phonetic and grammatical characteristics that are
considered more conservative or archaic compared to modern Persian.

This linguistic conservatism suggests that Pashto split off early from the common Iranian language
tree and developed independently, maintaining features that offer valuable clues about ancient
Iranian languages.

The Role of Pashto in Preserving Ancient Linguistic Features

Pashto’s vocabulary and phonetics include several archaic elements rarely found in other Iranian
languages. For instance, certain sounds and grammatical structures in Pashto are believed to have
been preserved from Old Iranian, providing linguists with a living window into the past.

This makes Pashto not just a language of communication but also a vital resource for understanding
the evolution of Iranian languages and the cultural history of the region.

Factors Influencing the Evolution of Pashto Language

Languages evolve over time, shaped by social, political, and cultural forces. Pashto’s journey
through history reflects a dynamic interplay of various influences that have shaped its current form.

Geographical and Cultural Impact

The rugged terrain of the Pashtun homeland, spanning the mountainous areas of Afghanistan and
Pakistan, contributed to the preservation of Pashto. Geographic isolation allowed Pashto-speaking
communities to maintain their linguistic traditions relatively undisturbed by external influences,
especially during periods of invasion or empire.

Moreover, the strong Pashtunwali code—a traditional honor system—helped reinforce cultural
identity, of which language is a crucial part. This cultural cohesion ensured Pashto’s survival and



continuity through turbulent historical periods.

Influence of Neighboring Languages

While Pashto has preserved many ancient features, it has also absorbed elements from neighboring
languages such as Persian, Arabic, Urdu, and Sanskrit. These influences entered Pashto through
trade, conquest, and cultural exchanges, enriching its vocabulary and expression.

For example, Persian literary traditions influenced Pashto poetry, while Arabic contributed religious
and scholarly terms. This blend of influences illustrates Pashto's adaptability and resilience over
centuries.

Modern-Day Pashto: A Language with Deep Historical
Roots

Today, Pashto is spoken by over 50 million people and serves as one of the official languages of
Afghanistan and Pakistan’s Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. Despite its ancient origins, Pashto
continues to thrive as a vibrant language of daily life, media, literature, and education.

Preserving Pashto Heritage in the Digital Age

With globalization and technological advances, the Pashto language faces new challenges and
opportunities. Efforts to digitize Pashto literature, develop language learning resources, and
promote Pashto media are crucial for keeping the language relevant for future generations.

Understanding how old is pashto language helps speakers and learners appreciate its rich heritage,
motivating them to preserve and promote it amidst modern pressures.

The Role of Pashto in Cultural Identity

Pashto is more than just a means of communication; it is a cornerstone of Pashtun identity. The
language encapsulates traditions, values, and history that have been passed down through centuries.
Celebrations, music, poetry, and storytelling in Pashto continue to strengthen community bonds and
foster a sense of pride among its speakers.

Final Thoughts on the Age and Importance of Pashto

Exploring how old is pashto language reveals a fascinating tale of endurance, cultural richness, and
linguistic evolution. From its ancient Iranian roots to its modern-day status as a living language,
Pashto stands as a testament to the enduring spirit of its people.



Whether you are a language lover, historian, or simply curious about world cultures, delving into
Pashto’s past offers rewarding insights into one of South Asia’s most historically significant
languages. The journey through its age is not just about numbers or dates—it’s about understanding
a vibrant legacy that continues to thrive and inspire.

Frequently Asked Questions

How old is the Pashto language?

Pashto is estimated to be over 2,000 years old, with its origins tracing back to ancient times in the
region of present-day Afghanistan and Pakistan.

What is the historical origin of the Pashto language?

Pashto belongs to the Eastern Iranian branch of the Indo-Iranian languages, evolving from ancient
Iranian languages spoken in the region thousands of years ago.

When did Pashto first appear in written form?

The earliest known Pashto writings date back to around the 8th century AD, although the language
was spoken long before it was written down.

How has the Pashto language evolved over time?

Pashto has evolved through influences from neighboring languages like Persian, Arabic, and later
Urdu, adapting its vocabulary and phonetics while retaining its core structure.

Is Pashto one of the oldest languages in the region?

Yes, Pashto is considered one of the oldest languages in the region, with a history spanning over two
millennia.

What are some ancient texts or literature in Pashto?

One of the oldest known Pashto poets is Khushal Khan Khattak from the 17th century, but there are
oral traditions and folklore that date back much earlier.

How does the age of Pashto compare to other Iranian
languages?

Pashto is one of the oldest surviving Eastern Iranian languages, alongside languages like Ossetian
and Yaghnobi, with roots going back to ancient Iranian dialects.

Has Pashto been influenced by other ancient languages?

Yes, Pashto has been influenced by ancient Persian, Arabic, and Turkic languages due to historical



trade, conquest, and cultural exchange in the region.

Why is understanding the age of Pashto important?

Understanding the age of Pashto helps in appreciating its rich cultural heritage, historical
significance, and its role in the identity of Pashtun people.

Additional Resources

**Tracing Time: How Old Is Pashto Language?**

how old is pashto language remains a subject of considerable scholarly interest and debate
among linguists, historians, and cultural experts. As a member of the Eastern Iranian language
group, Pashto holds a significant place in the linguistic landscape of South and Central Asia,
particularly among the Pashtun people inhabiting areas of modern-day Afghanistan and Pakistan.
Understanding the age of Pashto requires delving into its historical roots, linguistic evolution, and
cultural contexts that have shaped its development over centuries.

The Historical Background of Pashto

Pashto is classified under the Indo-Iranian branch of the Indo-European language family. Its origins
are intertwined with the ancient Eastern Iranian languages, which were spoken across a vast region
stretching from Central Asia to the Iranian plateau. Determining exactly how old is Pashto language
involves analyzing ancient texts, archaeological findings, and linguistic evidence to trace its lineage
back through the centuries.

The earliest attestations of Pashto as a distinct language appear relatively late in written form, with
some references dating back to around the 8th century CE. However, the spoken form of Pashto
likely predates these records by several centuries. Linguistic scholars often link Pashto to the
languages of the ancient Scythians, Sakas, and other Eastern Iranian tribes who roamed the region
during the first millennium BCE.

Pashto in the Context of Eastern Iranian Languages

Pashto belongs to the Eastern Iranian subgroup, alongside languages such as Ossetian and
Yaghnobi. While Ossetian has preserved many archaic features from the ancient Scythian and
Sarmatian languages, Pashto has evolved uniquely, influenced by its geographic isolation and
interaction with neighboring languages such as Persian, Arabic, and later Turkic tongues.

The linguistic features of Pashto—such as its phonology, grammar, and vocabulary—reflect both
ancient Iranian roots and adaptations to the socio-political changes in its environment. For instance,
Pashto retains several archaic phonetic traits absent in Western Iranian languages like Persian,
suggesting deep historical continuity.



Tracing the Timeline: When Did Pashto Emerge?

Estimating the exact timeframe of Pashto’s emergence involves piecing together indirect evidence:

¢ Ancient References: Some classical Persian poets and historians mention Pashto tribes and
their language as early as the 7th and 8th centuries CE.

e Medieval Manuscripts: The earliest Pashto poetry and prose date from the 16th century,
especially works by Khushal Khan Khattak and Rahman Baba, which helped formalize the
language.

¢ Oral Tradition: Given the Pashtun culture’s rich oral storytelling heritage, Pashto likely
existed in spoken form long before these written records.

Many experts argue that Pashto’s roots can be traced back to at least 2,500 years ago, aligning with
the broader timeline of Eastern Iranian languages. This suggests Pashto could have emerged as a
distinct dialect during or shortly after the Achaemenid Empire era (550-330 BCE), when Iranian
languages spread extensively.

Comparison with Other Iranian Languages

To understand how old is Pashto language, it is helpful to compare it with its linguistic cousins:

- ¥*Avestan:** The oldest recorded Iranian language, preserved in Zoroastrian scriptures dating back
to approximately 1000 BCE.

- **Qld Persian:** Used in inscriptions from the Achaemenid Empire (6th-4th centuries BCE).

- **Median:** An ancient Iranian language that influenced Old Persian but is poorly attested.

- ¥»*Scythian/Saka:** Eastern Iranian dialects spoken by nomadic tribes around 1st millennium BCE,
often considered ancestral to Pashto.

Unlike Avestan or Old Persian, Pashto lacks extensive ancient written documentation, which

complicates precise dating. However, its structural similarities with Eastern Iranian dialects suggest
a shared heritage dating back over two millennia.

Linguistic Features Indicating Pashto’s Antiquity

Several phonological and grammatical characteristics of Pashto point to its deep historical roots:

1. Preservation of Archaic Sounds: Pashto retains certain consonant clusters and vowel
qualities that have disappeared in other Iranian languages.

2. Verb Morphology: The complex verb system in Pashto preserves ancient Indo-Iranian verbal



constructions.

3. Lexical Elements: A significant portion of Pashto vocabulary derives from ancient Iranian
roots, alongside loanwords from Arabic and Persian.

These linguistic features support the argument that Pashto’s spoken form has evolved gradually over
centuries, maintaining links to its proto-Iranian origins.

The Impact of Historical Events on Pashto’s Evolution

The evolution of Pashto cannot be separated from the region’s tumultuous history:

- **Arab Conquests (7th-8th centuries CE):** Introduced Arabic loanwords and Islamic cultural
elements.

- **Ghaznavid and Ghurid Empires:** Persian became the court language, influencing Pashto literary
development.

- **Mughal Period:** Further Persianization and incorporation of Turkic and Sanskrit terms.

- ¥**¥British Colonial Era:** Standardization efforts and increased documentation of Pashto.

Despite these influences, Pashto preserved its unique identity, reflecting the resilience of Pashtun

culture. These historical layers contribute to the language’s rich tapestry and complicate efforts to
pinpoint an exact age.

Modern Perspectives on Pashto's Age

Recent linguistic research, supported by advances in comparative linguistics and archaeology,
continues to refine our understanding of Pashto’s antiquity. While no definitive date exists,
prevailing consensus places Pashto’s origins well over 2,000 years ago—making it one of the oldest
living Iranian languages still in use today.

Efforts to trace Pashto's age also highlight the challenges of relying solely on written records, given

the predominance of oral traditions. Pashto's revitalization in the 20th and 21st centuries, through
literature, media, and education, has sparked renewed interest in its historical roots.

Why Understanding Pashto’s Age Matters

Exploring how old is Pashto language offers insights beyond mere chronology:

e Cultural Identity: Understanding its history strengthens Pashtun ethnic pride and cultural
cohesion.

e Linguistic Heritage: It helps preserve endangered dialects and oral traditions linked to



Pashto’s early forms.

e Historical Scholarship: It enriches knowledge about ancient migrations, empire dynamics,
and language contact phenomena in South-Central Asia.

Such knowledge supports language preservation initiatives and fosters greater appreciation of
Pashto’s role in regional history.

Challenges in Dating Pashto Precisely

Several factors complicate the task of determining exactly how old is Pashto language:

- **Lack of Early Written Records:** Unlike Persian or Avestan, Pashto’s earliest written texts
appear relatively late.

- **Qral Tradition Dominance:** The reliance on oral transmission means much early linguistic data
is lost or undocumented.

- **Dialectical Variations:** Pashto consists of multiple dialects with differing historical trajectories,
making uniform dating difficult.

- **Influence of Other Languages:** Continuous borrowing and contact with Persian, Arabic, and
regional languages blur linguistic boundaries.

These challenges require interdisciplinary approaches combining linguistics, history, anthropology,
and archaeology to build a more holistic picture.

Future Directions in Pashto Historical Linguistics

New technologies, such as computational linguistics and digital archiving, offer promising avenues
to explore Pashto’s age more accurately. Comparative studies involving ancient Iranian languages
and regional dialects can further clarify its evolution. Additionally, uncovering and analyzing
archaeological inscriptions or manuscripts may provide fresh evidence shedding light on Pashto’s
early development.

As linguistic research progresses, the story of Pashto’s origins will likely become more nuanced,
enriching our understanding of one of Asia’s oldest living languages.

In essence, while the question of how old is Pashto language remains complex, existing evidence
supports the conclusion that Pashto has ancient roots extending back at least two millennia, deeply
embedded in the Iranian linguistic tradition. Its survival and continued vitality speak to a rich
heritage that bridges past and present, offering invaluable insights into the region’s linguistic and
cultural evolution.



How Old Is Pashto Language

how old is pashto language: The World's Major Languages Bernard Comrie, 2018-04-17 The
World's Major Languages features over 50 of the world's languages and language families. This
revised edition includes updated bibliographies for each chapter and up-to-date census figures. The
featured languages have been chosen based on the number of speakers, their role as official
languages and their cultural and historical importance. Each language is looked at in depth, and the
chapters provide information on both grammatical features and on salient features of the language's
history and cultural role. The World’s Major Languages is an accessible and essential reference work
for linguists.

how old is pashto language: A Concise History of Afghanistan in 25 Volumes Hamid Wahed
Alikuzai, 2013-10-10 Afghanistan Literature is Worlds greatest and richest without Afghan-
Literature no European (German, French, Spanish or English) Literature would exist today The
Vedas, Zoroastrian, and Buddhist, among the oldest known Literature of Afghanistan, originating
from the Great capital of Bactria present day Balkh, and Aria present day Herat, Sanskrit is the
reference to the original history of Afghanistan. The Saxon Europeans influence during the Great
Games of the mid nineteenth century affected the Afghan language, religion and Territories size,
which previously had extended from India to North Africa at 2.6 million square kilometers. The
Great Games continued at any cost evolving into present-day conflicts of 2013.

how old is pashto language: The Major Languages of South Asia, the Middle East and Africa
Bernard Comrie, 2022-11-30 Based on the much-praised The World's Major Languages, this is the
first comprehensive guide in paperback to describe the development, grammar sound and writing
system, and sociological factors of the major language families in these areas.

how old is pashto language: Language Interrupted John McWhorter, 2007-06-18 Foreigners
often say that English language is easy. A language like Spanish is challenging in its variety of verb
endings (the verb speak is conjugated hablo, hablas, hablamos), and gender for nouns, whereas
English is more straight forward (I speak, you speak, we speak). But linguists generally swat down
claims that certain languages are easier than others, since it is assumed all languages are complex
to the same degree. For example, they will point to English's use of the word do -- Do you know
French? This usage is counter-intuitive and difficult for non-native speakers. Linguist John
McWhorter agrees that all languages are complex, but questions whether or not they are all equally
complex. The topic of complexity has become a hot issue in recent years, particularly in creole
studies, historical linguistics, and language contact. As McWhorter describes, when languages came
into contact over the years (when French speakers ruled the English for a few centuries, or the
vikings invaded England), a large number of speakers are forced to learn a new language quickly,
and this came up with a simplified version, a pidgin. When this ultimately turns into a real language,
a creole, the result is still simpler and less complex than a non-interrupted language that has been
around for a long time. McWhorter makes the case that this kind of simplification happens in
degrees, and criticizes linguists who are reluctant to say that, for example, English is simply simpler
than Spanish for socio-historical reasons. He analyzes how various languages that seem simple but
are not creoles, actually are simpler than they would be if they had not been broken down by large
numbers of adult learners. In addition to English, he looks at Mandarin Chinese, Persian, Malay, and
some Arabic varieties. His work will interest not just experts in creole studies and historical
linguistics, but the wider community interested in language complexity.

how old is pashto language: A grammar of Palula Henrik Liljegren, 2016-02-26 This
grammar provides a grammatical description of Palula, an Indo-Aryan language of the Shina group.
The language is spoken by about 10,000 people in the Chitral district in Pakistan’s Khyber
Pakhtunkhwa Province. This is the first extensive description of the formerly little-documented
Palula language, and is one of only a few in-depth studies available for languages in the extremely
multilingual Hindukush-Karakoram region. The grammar is based on original fieldwork data,


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-192/how-old-is-pashto-language.pdf

collected over the course of about ten years, commencing in 1998. It is primarily in the form of
recorded, mainly narrative, texts, but supplemented by targeted elicitation as well as notes of
observed language use. All fieldwork was conducted in close collaboration with the Palula-speaking
community, and a number of native speakers took active part in the process of data gathering,
annotation and data management. The main areas covered are phonology, morphology and syntax,
illustrated with a large number of example items and utterances, but also a few selected lexical
topics of some prominence have received a more detailed treatment as part of the morphosyntactic
structure. Suggestions for further research that should be undertaken are given throughout the
grammar. The approach is theory-informed rather than theory-driven, but an underlying
functional-typological framework is assumed. Diachronic development is taken into account,
particularly in the area of morphology, and comparisons with other languages and references to
areal phenomena are included insofar as they are motivated and available. The description also
provides a brief introduction to the speaker community and their immediate environment.

how old is pashto language: Language Policy and Language Conflict in Afghanistan and
Its Neighbors Harold Schiffman, 2011-12-09 The contribution of this collection of articles is to
construct an updated picture of languages and language policy in and around Afghanistan, and give
potential language learners a clearer picture of what kinds of resources exist, and what is still
needed. The book was co-edited by Brian Spooner, Professor of Anthropology at the University of
Pennsylvania.

how old is pashto language: What Language Is John McWhorter, 2013-02-12 New York
Times bestselling author and renowned linguist, John McWhorter, explores the complicated and
fascinating world of languages. From Standard English to Black English; obscure tongues only
spoken by a few thousand people in the world to the big ones like Mandarin - What Language Is
celebrates the history and curiosities of languages around the world and smashes our assumptions
about correct grammar. An eye-opening tour for all language lovers, What Language Is offers a
fascinating new perspective on the way humans communicate. From vanishing languages spoken by
a few hundred people to major tongues like Chinese, with copious revelations about the hodgepodge
nature of English, John McWhorter shows readers how to see and hear languages as a linguist does.
Packed with Big Ideas about language alongside wonderful trivia, What Language Is explains how
languages across the globe (the Queen's English and Surinam creoles alike) originate, evolve,
multiply, and divide. Raising provocative questions about what qualifies as a language (so-called
slang does have structured grammar), McWhorter also takes readers on a marvelous journey
through time and place-from Persian to the languages of Sri Lanka- to deliver a feast of facts about
the wonders of human linguistic expression.

how old is pashto language: The Iranian Languages Gernot Windfuhr, 2013-05-13 The Iranian
languages form the major eastern branch of the Indo-European group of languages, itself part of the
larger Indo-Iranian family. Estimated to have between 150 and 200 million native speakers, the
Iranian languages constitute one of the world’s major language families. This comprehensive volume
offers a detailed overview of the principle languages which make up this group: Old Iranian, Middle
Iranian, and New Iranian. The Iranian Languages is divided into fifteen chapters. The introductory
chapters by the editor present a general overview and a detailed discussion of the linguistic typology
of Iranian. The individual chapters which follow are written by leading experts in the field. These
provide the reader with concise, non-technical descriptions of a range of Iranian languages. Each
chapter follows the same pattern and sequence of topics, taking the reader through the significant
features not only of phonology and morphology but also of syntax; from phrase level to complex
sentences and pragmatics. Ample examples on all levels are provided with detailed annotation for
the non-specialist reader. In addition, each chapter covers lexis, sociolinguistic and typological
issues, and concludes with annotated sample texts. This unique resource is the ideal companion for
undergraduate and postgraduate students of linguistics and language. It will also be of interest to
researchers or anyone with an interest in historical linguistics, linguistics anthropology and
language development. Gernot Windfuhr is Professor of Iranian Studies at the University of



Michigan; he has published widely on Persian and Iranian languages and linguistics and related
languages, as well as on other aspects of Iranian culture including Persian literature and Pre-Islamic
Iranian religions.

how old is pashto language: German Ruth H. Sanders, 2010-06-21 Thousands of years ago,
seafront clans in Denmark began speaking the earliest form of Germanic language--the first of six
signal events that Ruth Sanders highlights in this marvelous history of the German
language.Blending linguistic, anthropological, and historical research, Sanders presents a brilliant
biography of the language as it evolved across the millennia. She sheds light on the influence of such
events as the bloody three-day Battle of Kalkriese, which permanently halted the incursion of both
the Romans and the Latin language into northern Europe, and the publication of Martin Luther's
German Bible translation, a People's Bible which in effect forged from a dozen spoken dialects a
single German language. The narrative ranges through the turbulent Middle Ages, the spread of the
printing press, the formation of the nineteenth-century German Empire which united the
German-speaking territories north of the Alps, and Germany's twentieth-century military and
cultural horrors. The book also covers topics such as the Gothic language (now extinct), the vast
expansion of Germanic tribes during the Roman era, the role of the Vikings in spreading the Norse
language, the branching off of Yiddish, the lasting impact of the Thirty Years War on the German
psyche, the revolution of 1848, and much more.Ranging from prehistoric times to modern, post-war
Germany, this engaging volume offers a fascinating account of the evolution of a major European
language as well as a unique look at the history of the German people. It will appeal to everyone
interested in German language, culture, or history.

how old is pashto language: German Ruth Sanders, 2010-06-21 Thousands of years ago,
seafront clans in Denmark began speaking the earliest form of Germanic language--the first of six
signal events that Ruth Sanders highlights in this marvelous history of the German language.

how old is pashto language: Iranian and Minority Languages at Home and in Diaspora
Anousha Sedighi, 2023-02-20 While the typology, syntax, and morphology of Iranian languages have
been widely explored, the sociolinguistic aspects remain largely understudied. The present
companion addresses this essential yet overlooked area of research in two ways: (i) The book
explores multilingualism within Iran and its neighbouring countries. (ii) It also investigates Iranian
heritage languages within the diasporic context of the West. The scope of languages covered is vast:
In addition to discussing Iranian minority languages such as Tati and Balochi, the book explores
non-Iranian minority languages such as Azeri, Tukmen, Armenian and Mandaic. Furthermore, the
companion investigates Iranian heritage languages such as Wakhi, Pashto, and Persian within their
diasporic and global contexts. In the current era of migration and globalization, minority and
heritage speakers are increasingly valuable resources. By focusing on the speakers, the companion
provides new insights into a multitude of sociolinguistic issues including language attitude and
identity, language use and literacy practices, language policy, language shift and loss. The
companion is an essential reference for those interested in Iranian languages, minority languages,
heritage languages, sociolinguistics, bilingualism, language policy and planning, diaspora and
migration studies, as well as those researching in related fields.

how old is pashto language: Language in Time and Space Brigitte L.M. Bauer, Georges-Jean
Pinault, 2011-03-01 The honoree of this Festschrift has for many years now marked modern trends
in diachronic and synchronic linguistics by his own publications and by stimulating those of
numerous others. This collection of articles presents data-oriented studies that integrate modern
and traditional approaches in the field, thus reflecting the honoree's contribution to contemporary
linguistics. The articles relate to comparative data from (early) Indo-European languages and a
variety of other languages and discuss the theoretical implications of phenomena such as linguistic
universals, reconstruction, and language classification.

how old is pashto language: Gender, Genre, and Power in South Asian Expressive Traditions
Arjun Appadurai, Frank J. Korom, Margaret Ann Mills, 1994-01-01 Gender, Genre, and Power in
South Asian Expressive Traditions Arjun Appadurai, Frank ]J. Korom, and Margaret A. Mills, Editors



The authors cross the boundaries between anthropology, folklore, and history to cast new light on
the relation between songs and stories, reality and realism, and rhythm and rhetoric in the
expressive traditions of South Asia. South Asia Seminar 1991 ] 464 pages ] 6 x 9 ] 7 illus. ISBN
978-0-8122-1337-9 ] Paper ] $27.50s ] 18.00 World Rights ] Anthropology

how old is pashto language: For the Love of Language Kate Burridge, Tonya N. Stebbins,
2015-10-16 This text offers a comprehensive introduction to how language works and the role of
linguistics in investigating its fundamental design.

how old is pashto language: Census of India, 1901 India. Census Commissioner, 1902

how old is pashto language: Census of India, 1901 , 1902

how old is pashto language: The Boundaries of Afghans’ Political Imagination Jolanta
Sierakowska-Dyndo, 2014-08-11 In this book, The Boundaries of Afghans’ Political Imagination, the
author seeks an answer to the question of how tradition, specifically its normative-axiological
aspects, shapes the political attitudes and actions of the Afghans. The author points to two different
concepts of social order which are moulded by the Pashtunwali: on the one hand, a tribal code which
is part of Pashto language tradition; and on the other hand, by Sufism, the religious and
philosophical current in Islam expressed mainly in the Dari (Persian) language. The two systems
offer a different hierarchy of values, and organize social reality by referring to two different models
of order: the circle and the pyramid. While making an in-depth analysis of the topic, the author
asserts that the social organization of the Pashtuns is based on the principle of representation and
consensus. Tribalism is shaped in the structure of a circle, in which a group is the fundamental
category. Where tribal structure no longer performs its regulatory and organizational functions, the
pattern of social order is offered by the Sufi Brotherhoods, which had long been very popular and
powerful in this part of Asia. The hierarchical organization of Sufism, based on a disciple-master
relationship and the principle of authoritarianism, gradually established the structure of the pyramid
as a model of social order, and also of political order. Religious Sufi Brotherhoods became the most
accessible leadership pattern, besides the tribal one, to be fixed in the Afghans’ social imagination.
This analysis from the perspective of sociocultural and political anthropology will be indispensable
for those interested in Afghan and Islamic societies.

how old is pashto language: Education in Afghanistan Yahia Baiza, 2013-08-21 A
comprehensive and up to date study of the history of education in Afghanistan since 1901, this book
demonstrates how modern education emerged and charts its fluctuating process of development,
regression and destruction. Combining historical and contemporary analysis of key international and
national, political, and historical issues from the late nineteenth century to the present day,
Education in Afghanistan examines; religion, modernism, tribal and ethnic conflict, language
discrimination, foreign invasions, war, and international assistance through the lens of education. An
in-depth understanding of these elements will provide alternative approaches to addressing the
on-going conflict in Afghanistan, which has a direct effect on the overall educational development
and policy-making decisions in the country. Offering a new perspective to the conflict in Afghanistan
by addressing its impact on education, this book will be an invaluable resource for students and
researchers interested in the formation of education policy, social and political reform in the Middle
East, and Islamic Studies.

how old is pashto language: Singing with the Mountains William Sherman, 2023-12-05 An
illuminating story of a Sufi community that sought the revelation of God. In the Afghan highlands of
the sixteenth century, the messianic community known as the Roshaniyya not only desired to find
God’s word and to abide by it but also attempted to practice God’s word and to develop techniques
of language intended to render their own tongues as the organs of continuous revelation. As their
critics would contend, however, the Roshaniyya attempted to make language do something that
language should not do—infuse the semiotic with the divine. Their story thus ends in a tower of
skulls, the proliferation of heresiographies that detailed the sins of the Roshaniyya, and new
formations of “Afghan” identity. In Singing with the Mountains, William E. B. Sherman finds
something extraordinary about the Roshaniyya, not least because the first known literary use of




vernacular Pashto occurs in an eclectic, Roshani imitation of the Qur’an. The story of the Roshaniyya
exemplifies a religious culture of linguistic experimentation. In the example of the Roshaniyya, we
discover a set of questions and anxieties about the capacities of language that pervaded Sufi orders,
imperial courts, groups of wandering ascetics, and scholastic networks throughout Central and
South Asia. In telling this tale, Sherman asks the following questions: How can we make language
shimmer with divine truth? How can letters grant sovereign power and form new “ethnic” identities
and ways of belonging? How can rhyme bend our conceptions of time so that the prophetic past
comes to inhabit the now of our collective moment? By analyzing the ways in which the Roshaniyya
answered these types of questions—and the ways in which their answers were eventually rejected as
heresies—this book offers new insight into the imaginations of religious actors in the late medieval
and early modern Persianate worlds.
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