how long is a piece of string

How Long Is a Piece of String? Exploring the Endless Question

how long is a piece of string is a phrase that has intrigued people for generations. It’s
often used rhetorically to indicate the impossibility of providing a definite answer to an
ambiguous question. But have you ever stopped to think about why this simple question
captures our imagination, and what it really means in different contexts? Let’s unravel the
mystery behind this age-old query and explore its implications in language, measurement,
and everyday life.

The Origins and Meaning Behind “How Long Is a
Piece of String”

The phrase “how long is a piece of string” is an idiomatic expression commonly used to
highlight uncertainty or the lack of a clear answer. When someone asks this question,
they’re usually responding to another’s inquiry that cannot be answered precisely due to
too many variables or unknown factors.

This expression likely originated in English-speaking countries and has equivalents in
many languages, reflecting a universal frustration with vague or undefined questions.
Essentially, it serves as a witty way to say, “It depends,” or “There’s no one-size-fits-all
answer.”

Figurative Use in Everyday Conversation

In conversations, people often resort to this phrase when asked about costs, timeframes,
or sizes that vary widely. For example, if you ask a contractor, “How long will this
renovation take?” they might reply, “Well, how long is a piece of string?” This implies that
the duration depends on many factors like the project’s scope, weather conditions, and
availability of materials.

Similarly, someone might say it when discussing budget estimates, travel time, or even the
lifespan of electronic gadgets. It’s a humorous reminder that some questions don’t have
straightforward answers and that context is everything.

Measuring a Piece of String: The Literal
Perspective
While the phrase is mostly figurative, it’s interesting to consider what it means to measure

a piece of string literally. After all, a piece of string can be any length — from a tiny thread
to a rope stretching meters long.



Factors That Affect String Length

- ¥**Material Type:** Different materials stretch and contract differently. Cotton strings
may shrink after washing, while nylon strings tend to retain their length.

- *Tension:** When pulled taut, a string will measure longer than when it’s loose or
coiled.

- **Cutting Method:** The way you cut the string can impact its final length, especially if
the ends fray or curl.

- **Measurement Tools:** Using a ruler, tape measure, or laser measuring device can yield
slightly different results depending on precision.

Because of these variables, even a “piece of string” can have an uncertain length if you
don’t define the measurement criteria carefully.

Practical Tips for Measuring String Accurately

If you ever need to measure a piece of string precisely, here are some handy tips:

- Lay the string flat on a smooth surface to avoid any bends or folds.
- Use a flexible measuring tape designed for textiles.

- Measure when the string is at rest—not stretched or compressed.
- Mark the endpoints clearly with a pen or clip to avoid shifting.

- Double-check your measurements to avoid errors.

These small steps can help you get a reliable measurement, turning the proverbial
question into a practical task.

How Long Is a Piece of String in Different Fields?

The question takes on new dimensions when applied to various disciplines. Let’s explore
how this phrase relates to science, technology, and even philosophy.

In Science and Engineering

Scientists and engineers deal with precise measurements all the time, so “how long is a
piece of string” becomes a challenge of defining parameters. For example, in physics,
strings might refer to thin filaments or even hypothetical concepts like string theory’s
fundamental strings.

In engineering, cables, ropes, and wires must be measured accurately for construction,
safety, and performance. Here, the phrase reminds professionals that measurement
depends on conditions such as temperature (which can cause expansion or contraction),
tension, and material properties.



In Computer Science: The String Data Type

Interestingly, in programming, a “string” is a sequence of characters rather than a
physical object. Asking “how long is a piece of string” here translates to questions about
the length of text data.

Programmers often need to find out the length of a string to manage memory allocation or
validate input. Functions like "strlen()" in C or ".length" in JavaScript return the number
of characters. In this digital context, the length of a string is precise and measurable,
unlike the physical ambiguity in the original phrase.

Philosophical Musings on Ambiguity and Uncertainty

Philosophers might appreciate the phrase as a metaphor for life’s uncertainties. Just as a
piece of string can be any length, many aspects of human experience resist exact answers.
It highlights the limits of knowledge, the fluidity of truth, and the importance of context in
understanding.

This question encourages us to embrace ambiguity and remain open to multiple
possibilities instead of seeking absolute certainty.

LSI Keywords and Related Concepts Around “How
Long Is a Piece of String”

Exploring related terms helps deepen our understanding and improve search relevance.
Some closely connected keywords include:

- Measuring length

- Ambiguous questions

- Idiomatic expressions

- Variable measurements

- String theory

- Data string length

- Uncertain answers

- Flexible measurements

- Practical measurement tips
- Figurative language

Integrating these ideas naturally enriches the discussion and provides a holistic view of
the topic.



When You Might Hear “How Long Is a Piece of
String” in Real Life

The phrase pops up in many settings beyond casual conversations. Here are some
scenarios where it might come into play:

* Budget discussions: Trying to estimate costs without clear parameters.

e Project planning: Estimating timelines with many unknown factors.

e Technical repairs: Asking about the lifespan or durability of parts.

e Educational contexts: Teaching about measurement uncertainty and problem-
solving.

e Philosophical debates: Reflecting on the nature of knowledge and certainty.

Understanding when and why this phrase is used can help you communicate more
effectively and appreciate the humor behind it.

How to Respond When You're Asked “How Long Is
a Piece of String?”

If someone throws this question back at you, it’s often a cue to clarify or refine the original
question. Here are some strategies:

- Ask for more details or parameters: “Can you specify what you mean or give me the
context?”

- Offer a range or estimate based on typical cases.

- Explain the variables that affect the answer.

- Use humor to acknowledge the ambiguity while still providing helpful information.

For example, if asked about project duration, you might say, “It really depends on several
factors, but usually, it takes about three to six weeks.”

Why This Question Still Resonates Today

In an age where data and precision dominate, “how long is a piece of string” remains
relevant because it reminds us that not everything fits neatly into exact measurements.
Life is full of variables, unknowns, and complexities that demand flexible thinking.



Moreover, the phrase adds color and personality to language, making conversations more
engaging. It's a reminder that sometimes, the best answer is to pause, consider context,
and accept uncertainty instead of rushing to conclusions.

So next time you hear or use this phrase, remember it’s more than just a cliché—it’s a
doorway into deeper thinking about measurement, language, and the human experience.

Frequently Asked Questions

What does the phrase 'how long is a piece of string'
mean?

The phrase 'how long is a piece of string' is an idiomatic expression used to indicate that a
question cannot be answered precisely because it depends on many variables.

Is 'how long is a piece of string' used literally or
figuratively?

It is used figuratively to express uncertainty or the impossibility of giving a definitive
answer.

Can 'how long is a piece of string' be used in scientific
contexts?

Typically, no. It is more commonly used in everyday language to highlight vague or
unanswerable questions rather than precise scientific inquiries.

What is the origin of the phrase 'how long is a piece of
string'?

The phrase has been used in English since at least the 19th century as a rhetorical
question to emphasize the ambiguity or variability of certain answers.

How can I respond to someone who asks 'how long is a
piece of string'?

You can explain that it means the length is unknown or that the question depends on
various factors, making it difficult to provide a specific answer.

Are there similar idioms in other languages to 'how long
is a piece of string'?

Yes, many languages have equivalent expressions to convey uncertainty or an
unanswerable question, though the exact phrase and imagery may differ.



Additional Resources

**How Long Is a Piece of String? Exploring the Origins, Usage, and Implications of an Age-
Old Question**

how long is a piece of string is a phrase that has intrigued linguists, philosophers, and
everyday conversationalists alike. It is commonly used to highlight the ambiguity or
indeterminacy of a particular question or situation, implying that the answer cannot be
precisely determined without additional context. But beyond its idiomatic use, the phrase
opens a window into cultural expressions, language evolution, and even practical
considerations in measurement and communication. This article delves into the
multifaceted nature of "how long is a piece of string," exploring its origins, semantic
significance, real-world applications, and the broader implications it holds in both
language and logic.

Origins and Historical Context of the Phrase

The expression "how long is a piece of string" is believed to have originated in the English
language during the 19th century, though the concept of using string as a metaphor for
indefinite length dates back even further. The phrase is often employed rhetorically to
emphasize that some questions are inherently unanswerable without further information.
The earliest documented usage in print traces back to colloquial speech, where it served
as a humorous retort to imprecise queries.

Historically, string has been a universally accessible object, making it an ideal candidate
for metaphorical use. Its length varies widely depending on the purpose—tailoring,
crafting, construction, or everyday household needs. This variability in physical length
lends itself naturally to the phrase symbolizing uncertainty or variability.

Semantic Analysis and Linguistic Significance

At its core, "how long is a piece of string" functions as an idiomatic expression that
conveys the concept of indeterminacy. Its widespread adoption across English-speaking
cultures underscores its utility in everyday communication. The phrase encapsulates the
idea that without specific parameters, some questions are impossible to answer
definitively.

Usage in Everyday Language

In casual conversation, the phrase often arises when faced with questions demanding
precise quantification but lacking sufficient context. For example:

- "How long will the project take?"
- "How much will it cost?"



In response, one might say, "How long is a piece of string?" indicating that the answer
depends on numerous variables. This usage highlights the phrase’s role as a
conversational equalizer, gently reminding interlocutors that some answers require more
information.

Philosophical and Logical Dimensions

From a philosophical standpoint, the phrase touches upon the problems of vagueness and
the limits of knowledge. It exemplifies situations where an inquiry is underspecified,
leading to open-ended or subjective answers. In logic, this aligns with the concept of ill-
posed questions, which lack the necessary constraints to yield meaningful solutions.

The phrase can also be seen as a commentary on relativism: the answer varies depending
on circumstances, context, or perspective. Thus, it serves as a linguistic tool for
acknowledging uncertainty or the complexity of a problem.

Practical Considerations: Measuring String and
Length

While the phrase is primarily metaphorical, it invites reflection on the practicalities of
measuring string length and, by extension, measurement challenges in general.

Variability in String Length

String, as a physical object, comes in countless lengths and materials. From short threads
used in sewing to long ropes employed in maritime activities, the length of a piece of
string can range from a few centimeters to hundreds of meters. This physical variability
reinforces the idiom’s meaning: without specifying which piece of string one refers to, an
exact measurement is impossible.

Measurement Standards and Units

In metrology, length measurement adheres to standardized units such as meters, feet, or
inches. To accurately determine "how long is a piece of string," one must specify the unit
of measurement and employ precise tools like rulers, tape measures, or laser distance
meters.

The challenges associated with measuring flexible objects like string include:

e Stretching: Elastic materials may lengthen under tension, affecting accuracy.



e Kinks and Bends: Curved or coiled string requires straightening for precise
measurement.

e Consistency: Different batches or types of string may vary in thickness and
flexibility, influencing how length is perceived or used.

These factors underscore the importance of context and standardization in answering
what initially appears to be a straightforward question.

Comparisons and Analogous Expressions

The phrase "how long is a piece of string" is not unique in the English language or in other
cultures. Similar expressions exist worldwide, all serving to convey a similar sense of
indeterminacy.

International Equivalents

- In German, the question "Wie lang ist ein Stiick Schnur?" carries the same meaning.
- The French say "Quelle est la longueur d'un morceau de ficelle?"
- In Spanish, "éCuénto mide un trozo de cuerda?" is used similarly.

These parallels demonstrate the universality of the concept and the shared human
experience of confronting ambiguous questions.

Related Idioms

Other English idioms that express similar ideas include:

e "It depends."
e "More than you can shake a stick at."
e "Up in the air."

e "A moving target."

Each of these phrases captures some aspect of uncertainty or variability, but "how long is
a piece of string" remains distinctive for its vivid imagery and playful tone.



The Role of Ambiguity in Communication

Understanding why "how long is a piece of string" persists in everyday language requires
examining the role of ambiguity in communication. Language is inherently flexible, and
idiomatic expressions like this one serve important social and cognitive functions.

Managing Expectations

When faced with complex or multifaceted questions, the phrase acts as a conversational
tool to manage expectations. It signals that a simple answer is unavailable and that further
clarification or negotiation is needed.

Encouraging Detail and Specificity

By invoking the phrase, speakers indirectly encourage their interlocutors to provide more
context or narrow the scope of their questions. This can lead to more productive
discussions and clearer outcomes.

Humor and Relatability

The idiom also introduces a lighthearted element, reducing potential frustration when
answers are elusive. Its familiar imagery resonates with listeners, fostering rapport and
easing communication barriers.

Applications Beyond Language: Symbolism and
Metaphor

Beyond its linguistic function, "how long is a piece of string" serves as a metaphor in
various disciplines, including psychology, management, and education.

In Psychological Assessment

The phrase illustrates the challenge of measuring subjective experiences or traits that lack
objective standards. For instance, assessing pain intensity or emotional resilience often
involves ambiguous scales, akin to asking about the length of an unspecified piece of
string.



In Project Management and Planning

Managers frequently face the dilemma of estimating timelines or resource needs with
incomplete data. The idiom aptly captures the uncertainty inherent in such forecasts,
underscoring the importance of contingency planning and adaptive strategies.

In Educational Contexts

Teachers may use the phrase to prompt students to think critically about the need for
precise definitions and parameters in scientific or mathematical problems. It can serve as
a pedagogical device to discuss measurement accuracy and problem-solving approaches.

SEO Considerations: Optimizing Content Around
the Phrase

Given the popularity of "how long is a piece of string" as a search query, content creators
aiming to rank well on search engines should consider several SEO best practices.

 Keyword Integration: Naturally weave the phrase and related terms such as "string
length," "measurement ambiguity,” and "idiomatic expressions" throughout the text.

e Content Depth: Provide thorough explanations, historical context, and practical
examples to satisfy user intent.

¢ Semantic Variations: Use LSI (Latent Semantic Indexing) keywords like
"uncertainty in measurement," "metaphorical language," and "indeterminate
questions" to enhance relevance.

¢ Readable Structure: Employ clear headings, subheadings, and lists to improve user
experience and dwell time.

By addressing both the literal and figurative aspects of the phrase, articles can attract a
diverse audience ranging from language enthusiasts to professionals dealing with
measurement challenges.

The seemingly simple question "how long is a piece of string" opens doors to complex
discussions about language, measurement, uncertainty, and human communication. Its
enduring presence in idiomatic English reflects a universal truth: some questions require
more precision and context before meaningful answers can be provided. Whether
encountered in casual conversation, philosophical debate, or practical applications, the
phrase remains a versatile and evocative tool for expressing the limits of knowledge and
the variability of experience.



How Long Is A Piece Of String

how long is a piece of string: How Long Is a Piece of String? Rob Eastaway, 2014-04-02
Why do weather forecasters get it wrong? What are the best tactics for playing Who Wants to be a
Millionaire? and The Weakest Link? And what is the link between a tin of baked beans and a men's
urinal? These and many other questions are answered in this book. It is for anyone wanting to
remind themselves - or discover for the first time - that maths is relevant to almost everything we do.
Dating, cooking, travelling by car, gambling and ranking sportsmen all have links with intriguing
mathematical problems that are explained in this book. It reveals the secrets behind some of the
best con tricks and the hidden workings of the taxi meter, and explains how epidemics start and
stop.

how long is a piece of string: How Long Is a Piece of String? Kirsten Atkins, 1994-04-01
After cheating in a contest, Max is consumed by guilt and is unable to deal with what he's done.

how long is a piece of string: How Long is a Piece of String, 2016

how long is a piece of string: Basic Maths For Dummies Colin Beveridge, 2011-09-19 Basic
maths for dummies offers the content people need to improve their basic maths skills. Filled with
real world examples and written by a mathematician who specialises in tutoring adults and students,
the book also provides practical advice on overcoming maths anxiety and a host of tips, tricks and
memory aids.

how long is a piece of string: How Long is Now? New Scientist, 2016-11-22 Big or small,
there's an answer to every question, and sometimes there are even a few! How long is now? The
short answer is somewhere between 2 and 3 seconds. The long answer involves an incredible
journey through neuroscience, our subconscious and the time-bending power of meditation. Living in
the present may never feel the same. Ready for some more? Okay. Why isn't Pluto a planet? Why are
dogs' noses wet? Why do hens cluck more loudly after laying an egg? What happens when one black
hole swallows another? Do our fingerprints change as we get older? How young can you die of old
age? And what is at the very edge of the universe? Life is full of mind-bending questions, and, as
books like What If? and Why Don't Penguins' Feet Freeze? have shown, the route to find each
answer can take us on the weirdest and most wonderful journeys. How Long is Now? is a fascinating
new collection of questions you never thought to ask, along with answers that will change the way
you see everything.

how long is a piece of string: Time and Ethics H. L. Dyke, 2013-03-09 There is a pressing
need for an investigation into how time and ethics impact on each other. This book leads the way in
addressing that need. The essays in this collection raise and investigate some of the key issues that
arise at the intersection between these two areas of philosophy. It is for undergraduates,
postgraduates and professional philosophers.

how long is a piece of string: Neuropsychology for Nurses and Allied Health
Professionals Chris Green, 2007-09-06 Neuropsychology offers a broad introduction to
neuropsychology, functional neuroanatomy, neuropathology, clinical assessment, and the
behavioural sequelae associated with neurological disturbance. It provides understanding of the
common neurological disorders and enables informed choices in care. Important insight into
differential diagnosis is given, as well as help to extend and support the health care role through an
introduction to basic bed-side assessment techniques and their interpretation. It provides knowledge
to assist health professionals in empowering patients in their recovery or rehabilitation and is an
essential workplace manual. - Specifically targets nurses using their vocabulary and works from
their perspective - Seeks to bridge the theory-practice gap and gives detailed clinical applications -
Contains enough information to allow the reader to transfer skills learnt into the workplace,
culminating in the possibility of carrying out simple bedside screen - Provides possible assessment
and treatment approaches - A 'one-stop' working resource book for this field - Covers a potentially
complex subject in a logical and clinically relevant format


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-192/how-long-is-a-piece-of-string.pdf

how long is a piece of string: GIS Basics Stephen Wise, 2018-10-08 Geographical
Information Systems (GIS) are computer systems for storing, displaying and analyzing spatial data.
The past twenty years have seen a rapid growth in their use in government, commerce and
academia, and they can be used for managing a network of utilities, from handling census data
through to planning the location of a new supermarket. But how do they work? Stephen Wise has
been a regular contributor to GeoEurope and his 'Back to Basics' articles have provided a clear and
simple introduction to the inner workings of GIS for a non-specialist audience. He now presents the
original articles with new material and provides a new coverage of both major types of GIS: vector
and raster systems. Undergraduates and professionals who wish to improve their knowledge of GIS
should get a better understanding of how GIS operate in the way that they do, such as how spatial
data is stored on a computer, how the different methods affect the capabilities of the GIS, how basic
operations performed and how the choice of algorithm affects the speed of the system.

how long is a piece of string: The Canadian Teacher ... Gideon E. Henderson, Matthew
Parkinson, 1919

how long is a piece of string: How Long is a Piece of String? Christopher Eddy, 2006

how long is a piece of string: Common Core Mathematics in a PLC at Work®, Grades K-2
Timothy D. Kanold, 2012-04-12 This teacher guide illustrates how to sustain successful
implementation of the Common Core State Standards for mathematics, grades K-2. Discover what
students should learn and how they should learn it at each grade level. Comprehensive
research-affirmed analysis tools and strategies will help you and your collaborative team develop
and assess student demonstrations of deep conceptual understanding and procedural fluency

how long is a piece of string: The Complete Idiot's Guide to Writing Nonfiction Christina
Boufis, 2012-11-06 Narrative nonfiction, also known as creative nonfiction or literary nonfiction, is
true stories told using literary techniques and creativity. Narrative nonfiction essays are often
featured in magazines such as Esquire, The New Yorker, Vanity Fair, and Harper's. Book-length
narrative nonfiction works have grown in popularity since Truman Capote published In Cold Blood in
1965. Nonfiction works such as Into Thin Air, The Orchid Thief, The Perfect Storm, and Seabiscuit
have smashed sales records and brought the genre into focus for the mainstream. With the rise of
self-publishing and blogs comes a new generation of writers who want to tell their stories to a wider
audience. The Complete Idiot's Guide® to Writing Nonfiction gives narrative nonfiction writers the
instruction and tools they need to elevate their storytelling to an art form that appeals to more
readers. In this book readers learn: What narrative nonfiction is. The literary building blocks of
narrative nonfiction. How to research nonfiction subjects. Tricks for remembering details of events
from one's own life story. How to conduct interviews for a book or article. How to find inspiration
when writing nonfiction stories. Word choice and grammar help. How to overcome roadblocks such
as stalled motivation and inhibitions when writing about real, living people. How to craft several
types of narrative nonfiction by example. How to find markets for their work and get published. In
addition, author Christina Boufis interviews successful narrative nonfiction writers in many
subgenres and gets their insights on what inspires them and how they overcome their own obstacles.

how long is a piece of string: Cambridge Primary Mathematics Stage 5 Teacher's Resource
with CD-ROM Emma Low, 2014-05-22 This series is endorsed by Cambridge International
Examinations and is part of Cambridge Maths. This teacher's resource for stage 5 will fully support
teachers to get the best from their learners and effectively use the learner's book and games book.
Detailed lesson plans based on the course objectives are offered, along with additional activity ideas.
Teachers will be guided to formatively assess their learners' understanding. They will have the
confidence to engage the class in mathematical discussion and encourage learners to justify answers
and make connections between ideas. Answers to the learner's book and all photocopiable sheets
required are provided. All book content, plus more, is included on the CD for convenience.

how long is a piece of string: Thesis Writing Prof. Parul Gandhi, Prof. N.K. Chadha,
2022-08-08 This book will teach you how to do research from the beginning to the end, from
organising your sources to analysing and assessing the big picture before your defence. This book




will show you how to write a solid, sound, and convincing thesis or dissertation, from the
introduction to the end, without plagiarising or taking short-cuts. You will learn how to write in a
way that is ethical, objective, and correct for your academic field.

how long is a piece of string: DK Workbooks: Math, Second Grade DK, 2014-01-06 PLEASE
NOTE - this is a replica of the print book, but you will be able to download printable worksheets on
purchase. Perfect for children ages 7-8, this workbook builds confidence in growing math skills of
second graders. Among new topics covered are adding two-digit numbers, number families,
grouping, solving real-life problems, creating charts, and plotting line graphs. Developed in
consultation with leading educational experts to support curriculum learning, DK Workbooks: Math
is an innovative series of home-learning math workbooks that is closely linked to school curriculum
and helps make learning easy and fun. Each title is packed with exercises and activities to
strengthen what children learn in school. With clear questions and supportive illustrations to help
children understand each topic, the books provide practice to reinforce learning and understanding
of key concepts, such as fractions, times tables, and shapes. A parents' section contains answers,
tips, and guidance to provide support, and a certificate of achievement will reinforce confidence in
kids by rewarding their accomplishments.

how long is a piece of string: DK Workbooks: Language Arts Math and Science Grade 2
DK, 2020-08-25 PLEASE NOTE - this is a replica of the print book and you will need paper and a
pencil to complete the exercises. Boost your child's skills with fun activities and exercises that
introduce key concepts in spelling, math, and science. Whether you want to teach your child at
home, give them extra support outside the classroom, or find fun stimulation for your budding
genius, this workbook has something for everyone. Home learning can be fun with these exercises,
featuring drawing, puzzles, kitchen-science experiments, and more. This write-in book provides an
introduction to key concepts and skills in literacy, numeracy, and science. To help the parent/carer,
there are answer pages and notes providing further guidance; and there's no need to buy any
specialist equipment or craft supplies - just pick up a pencil! With 60 activity pages to keep your
child entertained as well as educated and a reward certificate on completion, there's something in a
DK workbook for every child to learn and enjoy.

how long is a piece of string: Confessions of a Minor Poet Phil Brown, 2025-10-01 ‘What a life.
What a book. When it’s not making your ribs rattle with laughter, it’s making your heart ache with
all the pathos and poetry. A memory box of jewels from a true Brisbane treasure.” - Trent Dalton
Hilarious, heartfelt and revealing. Phil Brown tells all (well almost all) in this rollicking account of
his career in literature and journalism from The Morning Bulletin in Rockhampton to Melbourne’s
Sunday Age and back to The Courier-Mail in Brisbane. He shares his challenges as a young surfer
foolishly yearning to be a poet and his personal struggles on the road to becoming a writer with a
fluctuating passion for poetry and a top drawer full of rejection slips. There are the seminal
friendships with poets Bruce Dawe and Les Murray and a cavalcade of characters from the world of
arts and letters - Barry Humphries, Willem Dafoe, Daniel Craig, Alain de Botton, Richard E. Grant
and a cavalcade of characters he meets (and interviews) along the way, for better and occasionally,
worse. Confessions of a Minor Poet is a hugely entertaining memoir that shows us all how the life of
a writer can be frustrating, even enraging but ultimately life-enriching. This is a vital, wild and
affectionate ride across Queensland, New South Wales, and Victoria, from the seventies to now.

how long is a piece of string: Key Maths David Baker, 2000 Contains chapter tests to form
module tests after a group of chapters. Extended chapter tests to provide extra consolidation of
work that stretch the most able pupil's. Numerous questions for all assessment needs. A new
'numeracy practice' section for additional work in this key area for Key Stage 3 supporting the new
Framework for Teaching Mathematics. The interactive CD-ROM version allows the user to cut and
paste questions and search by for example a topic/key word at a click. National Curriculum Levels
are also included in the mark scheme.

how long is a piece of string: Basic Maths Practice Problems For Dummies, UK Edition
Colin Beveridge, 2012-08-10 Learn to: Master maths with more than 2,000 practice questions Add,



subtract, multiply and divide with confidence Work with decimals, fractions and percentages Size up
weights and measures Fun, friendly coaching and all the practice you need to tackle maths problems
with confidence and ease In his popular Basic Maths For Dummies, professional maths tutor Colin
Beveridge proved that he could turn anyone even the most maths-phobic person into a natural-born
number cruncher. In this book he supplies more of his unique brand of maths-made-easy coaching,
plus 2,000 practice problems to help you master what you learn. Whether you're prepping for a
numeracy test or an employability exam, thinking of returning to school, or you'd just like to be one
of those know-it-alls who says, 'Oh, that's easy!" about any maths problem that comes your way, this
book is for you. Master basic arithmetic, fast in no time, solving addition, subtraction, multiplication
and division problems will seem as easy as tying your shoes Face down fractions you'll never again
feel shy around fractions, decimals, percentages and ratios Juggle weights and measures like a pro
whether it's a question of how much it weighs, how long (or far) it is, or how much it costs, you'll
never be at a loss for an answer Make shapes your playthings circles, squares, triangles and
rectangles you'll measure them, draw them and manipulate them with ease Open the book and find:
2,000 pencil-and-paper practice problems The keys to mastering addition, subtraction, multiplication
and division The lowdown on fractions, decimals and percentages Basic geometry made easy How to
handle weights, measures and money problems How to read charts, tables and graphs at a glance

how long is a piece of string: What Is Computer Science? Daniel Page, Nigel Smart,
2013-12-31 This engaging and accessible text addresses the fundamental question: What Is
Computer Science? The book showcases a set of representative concepts broadly connected by the
theme of information security, for which the presentation of each topic can be treated as a mini
lecture course, demonstrating how it allows us to solve real problems, as well as how it relates to
other subjects. The discussions are further supported by numerous examples and practical hands-on
exercises. Features: presents a concise introduction to the study of algorithms and describes how
computers work; introduces the concepts of data compression, and error detection and correction;
highlights the role of data structures; explores the topic of web-search; reviews both historic and
modern cryptographic schemes, examines how a physical system can leak information and discusses
the idea of randomness; investigates the science of steganography; provides additional
supplementary material at an associated website.
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