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History of New York Knicks: From Inception to Present Day

history of new york knicks is a fascinating journey through one of the NBA’s most iconic
franchises. As one of the league’s original teams, the Knicks have a rich tapestry filled with thrilling
victories, legendary players, and passionate fans. If you’ve ever wondered how this team evolved
into a storied basketball institution, let’s take an engaging dive into their past, tracing their roots,
golden eras, and the challenges they’ve faced along the way.

The Birth of the New York Knicks

The history of New York Knicks begins back in 1946 when the Basketball Association of America
(BAA) was founded. The Knicks were one of the 11 original teams to join this league, which later
merged with the National Basketball League (NBL) to form the NBA in 1949. The team’s name,
“Knicks,” is short for the “Knickerbockers,” a nod to the early Dutch settlers of New York and the
traditional pants they wore.

Playing their home games at the legendary Madison Square Garden, the Knicks quickly became a
symbol of New York City’s vibrant sports culture. Their inaugural season set the tone for a franchise
that would always command attention, thanks to the city’s massive media market and passionate
fanbase.

Early Success and Establishing a Legacy

The First Finals Appearances

In the early years, the Knicks made a significant impact by reaching the NBA Finals twice in the
1950s (in 1951 and 1952). Although they didn’t clinch the championship, these appearances helped
cement their reputation as a competitive team. Players like Dick McGuire and Harry Gallatin became
fan favorites, helping the Knicks develop a strong foundation.

Challenges and Rebuilding Periods

The late 1950s and 1960s were a rollercoaster for the Knicks, as they struggled with consistency and
failed to make deep playoff runs. This era was characterized by frequent coaching changes and
roster overhauls, reflecting the team’s search for a winning formula. However, these years were
crucial in shaping the franchise’s future, setting the stage for a remarkable turnaround.



The Golden Era: 1970s Triumphs

Championship Glory

The history of New York Knicks reaches one of its most celebrated chapters in the early 1970s.
Under the guidance of coach Red Holzman, the Knicks assembled a team that blended skill,
toughness, and teamwork. Led by stars like Willis Reed, Walt Frazier, Bill Bradley, and Dave
DeBusschere, the Knicks won their first NBA Championship in 1970.

One of the most iconic moments in NBA history occurred during the 1970 Finals when Willis Reed,
injured and uncertain to play, dramatically walked onto the court in Game 7 to inspire his team and
fans. This victory not only brought the championship home but also established the Knicks as a
basketball powerhouse.

The Knicks captured a second NBA title in 1973, reaffirming their dominance. This era remains a
golden benchmark for the franchise, with the team’s style of play and grit still celebrated by fans
and historians alike.

Impact on New York’s Sports Culture

During the 1970s, the Knicks weren’t just winning games; they were helping forge a deep bond
between basketball and New York City’s identity. Madison Square Garden became a cathedral of
hoops, hosting passionate crowds that fueled the team’s energy. The Knicks’ success during this
period boosted basketball’s popularity in a city previously dominated by baseball and football.

The Years of Struggle and Rebuilding: 1980s to 1990s

Post-Championship Decline

After the glory years, the Knicks faced a prolonged period of mediocrity. The 1980s were marked by
inconsistent performance and missed playoff opportunities. Despite boasting talented players such
as Bernard King and Patrick Ewing, the team struggled to capture the same magic as the
championship days.

Patrick Ewing, drafted in 1985, became the new face of the franchise. His arrival rejuvenated the
team and gave fans hope for a return to prominence. However, the Knicks often fell short in the
playoffs, facing tough competition from teams like the Chicago Bulls and Detroit Pistons.

The Ewing Era and Playoff Battles



In the 1990s, under coach Pat Riley and later Jeff Van Gundy, the Knicks became known for their
physical, defense-oriented style. The rivalry with the Miami Heat and the Indiana Pacers defined
many playoff series, producing intense and memorable battles. Although the Knicks reached the
NBA Finals in 1994, they lost to the Houston Rockets in a hard-fought series.

Despite not winning a championship during this era, the Knicks were perennial contenders, and
Patrick Ewing’s leadership solidified his legacy as one of the franchise’s greatest players. The team’s
tenacity and defensive prowess made them one of the toughest squads to face in the Eastern
Conference.

The Modern Era: Challenges and Rebuilding Efforts

2000s and the Quest for Identity

The new millennium brought a mix of hope and frustration for Knicks fans. The team struggled to
find consistency, undergoing numerous coaching changes and roster shakeups. High-profile signings
like Allan Houston and later Amar’e Stoudemire generated excitement but failed to translate into
deep playoff runs.

A series of front-office decisions and draft picks didn’t always pan out, leading to periods of
rebuilding and disappointment. The Knicks’ passionate fanbase remained loyal, eagerly awaiting a
return to their former glory.

The Phil Jackson Era and Recent Developments

In 2014, the Knicks made headlines by hiring Phil Jackson, one of the NBA’s most successful coaches
and executives. Jackson’s tenure as president was marked by attempts to reshape the roster and
instill his basketball philosophy. Although his time didn’t yield significant success on the court, it
signaled the organization’s desire to return to championship contention.

More recently, the Knicks have shown signs of resurgence under coach Tom Thibodeau, known for
his defensive-minded approach. The team’s young core, including players such as RJ Barrett and
Julius Randle, has sparked renewed optimism. The Knicks have made playoff appearances,
rekindling the excitement that once defined their legacy.

Why the History of New York Knicks Matters Today

Understanding the history of New York Knicks provides valuable context for appreciating the team’s
current trajectory. The Knicks are more than just a sports franchise; they are a symbol of New York
City’s resilience, diversity, and passion. Their ups and downs mirror the city’s own challenges and
triumphs.

For fans and basketball enthusiasts, the Knicks’ story is a lesson in perseverance. From original NBA



pioneers to championship heroes and rebuilding contenders, the franchise embodies the spirit of
never giving up. Whether you’re a lifelong follower or a newcomer, knowing the Knicks’ history
deepens your connection to the team and the game itself.

Lessons from the Past

The Knicks’ history teaches us about the importance of leadership, teamwork, and adapting to
change. The legendary 1970s squads show how cohesive teamwork can outshine individual talent,
while the struggles of the 1980s and 1990s highlight the challenges of maintaining success over
time.

Moreover, the franchise’s ongoing efforts to rebuild and compete underscore how patience and
strategic planning are crucial in sports management. The Knicks’ journey reminds us that every era
brings new opportunities and that history is a foundation, not a limitation.

Final Thoughts on the Knicks’ Enduring Legacy

The history of New York Knicks is a captivating saga of ambition, heartbreak, and hope. From their
inception as one of the NBA’s founding teams to their celebrated championships and contemporary
resurgence, the Knicks have played a vital role in shaping professional basketball’s narrative.

As the team continues to evolve, the lessons and memories of past decades remain a source of
inspiration. For New Yorkers and basketball fans worldwide, the Knicks represent more than just a
game—they embody passion, community, and the relentless pursuit of greatness.

Frequently Asked Questions

When were the New York Knicks founded?
The New York Knicks were founded in 1946 as one of the original teams in the Basketball
Association of America, which later became the NBA.

What are some of the New York Knicks' most notable
achievements in their history?
The New York Knicks have won two NBA championships, in 1970 and 1973, and have made multiple
appearances in the NBA Finals and playoffs throughout their history.

Who are some of the legendary players in New York Knicks
history?
Legendary Knicks players include Walt Frazier, Willis Reed, Patrick Ewing, Bernard King, and Dave
DeBusschere, among others.



What is significant about the Knicks' 1970 NBA
Championship?
The 1970 NBA Championship was significant because the Knicks won their first title, highlighted by
Willis Reed's heroic performance in Game 7 despite an injury, inspiring the team to victory over the
Los Angeles Lakers.

How has Madison Square Garden played a role in Knicks
history?
Madison Square Garden, often called 'The World's Most Famous Arena,' has been the home of the
Knicks since their inception and is known for its passionate fans and historic basketball moments.

What challenges have the New York Knicks faced in recent
decades?
In recent decades, the Knicks have faced challenges including inconsistent performance,
management changes, and difficulty advancing deep into the playoffs, leading to periods of
rebuilding and restructuring.

Additional Resources
The Enduring Legacy: A Comprehensive History of New York Knicks

history of new york knicks traces one of the most storied franchises in professional basketball.
Founded in 1946, the New York Knicks have become synonymous with the city’s vibrant sports
culture, representing a blend of triumphs, challenges, and relentless passion. This article delves into
the evolution of the Knicks, examining their origins, key moments, legendary players, and the
franchise’s impact on the NBA landscape.

Origins and Establishment in the NBA

The New York Knickerbockers, commonly known as the Knicks, were one of the original teams in the
Basketball Association of America (BAA), which later merged with the National Basketball League
(NBL) to form today’s NBA. The franchise was established in 1946 by Ned Irish, a prominent figure
in sports promotion and basketball’s early growth. The Knicks' name honors the Dutch settlers of
New York, known as the "Knickerbockers," giving the team a deep cultural connection to the city.

From their inception, the Knicks played at Madison Square Garden, a venue that would become an
iconic basketball cathedral. The team quickly gained attention for their competitive spirit and
entertaining style of play, helping to boost the popularity of professional basketball in New York and
nationwide.



Golden Era: 1950s and 1970s Success

Early Competitiveness and First Finals Appearances

In the early 1950s, the history of New York Knicks saw the team emerge as a strong contender in the
league. Led by players like Harry Gallatin and Dick McGuire, the Knicks reached the NBA Finals in
1951 but fell short against the Rochester Royals. Despite this setback, the team remained a playoff
staple, building a reputation for tough defense and team-oriented basketball.

The 1970s: Championship Glory

The definitive chapter in the Knicks’ history came in the early 1970s. Under coach Red Holzman, the
Knicks developed a balanced and highly skilled roster featuring Walt Frazier, Willis Reed, Bill
Bradley, and Dave DeBusschere. This era culminated in two NBA championships, in 1970 and 1973.
The 1970 title is particularly memorable for Reed’s heroic performance in Game 7 of the Finals,
where his return from injury galvanized the team to victory over the Los Angeles Lakers.

This period not only solidified the Knicks as a premier franchise but also left an indelible mark on
basketball strategy, emphasizing passing, defense, and teamwork over individual star power.

Modern Challenges and Rebuilding Efforts

Post-Championship Decline

Following their 1973 championship, the Knicks faced decades of inconsistency. The late 1970s and
1980s were marred by frequent coaching changes, roster instability, and management issues.
Although the team had talented players such as Bernard King and Patrick Ewing, they struggled to
recapture their former dominance.

Patrick Ewing, drafted in 1985, became the face of the franchise for over a decade. Despite his
individual brilliance, the Knicks frequently fell short in the playoffs, often eliminated by powerhouse
teams like the Chicago Bulls and Indiana Pacers. This era is often characterized by intense rivalries
but also frustration for fans craving a return to championship success.

The 1990s: A Return to Prominence

The Knicks’ history in the 1990s is marked by renewed competitiveness and high-profile playoff
runs. Under coach Pat Riley and later Jeff Van Gundy, the team emphasized a physical, defense-first
approach. With stars like Ewing, John Starks, and Charles Oakley, the Knicks reached the NBA
Finals in 1994, eventually losing to the Houston Rockets in a hard-fought seven-game series.



The 1990s Knicks were known for their gritty style and fierce rivalry with the Miami Heat, adding
drama and excitement to the NBA’s Eastern Conference battles. However, despite several deep
playoff appearances, the elusive championship remained out of reach.

Recent Developments and Future Outlook

The 2000s and Coaching Changes

The 21st century brought mixed fortunes. The Knicks struggled with management instability,
coaching turnover, and underwhelming performances on the court. Notable players like Allan
Houston, Carmelo Anthony, and Amar’e Stoudemire provided bursts of brilliance, but the team often
failed to build a cohesive unit capable of sustained success.

The franchise underwent several regime changes, aiming to restore the Knicks’ competitive edge.
The selection of promising young talents and strategic trades have been central to recent rebuilding
efforts.

Current State and Prospects

In recent years, the Knicks have focused on developing a strong, young core and establishing a
consistent playing style. With renewed fan engagement and strategic front-office decisions, the
franchise aims to reclaim its place among the NBA elite. The history of New York Knicks shows that
while challenges have been frequent, the team’s resilience and cultural significance remain
unwavering.

Key Figures and Impact on Basketball Culture

The Knicks’ history is enriched by a multitude of players, coaches, and executives who have shaped
the franchise’s identity.

Walt Frazier: Known for his smooth style and defensive prowess, Frazier remains one of the
most beloved Knicks in history.

Willis Reed: His leadership and iconic 1970 Finals performance epitomize Knicks pride and
determination.

Patrick Ewing: The franchise’s all-time leading scorer and a symbol of perseverance through
tough eras.

Red Holzman: The architect behind the Knicks’ championship teams, emphasizing teamwork
and discipline.



Beyond individual contributions, the Knicks have influenced the NBA’s growth through their media
presence, iconic home venue, and passionate fan base. Madison Square Garden has hosted some of
the sport’s most memorable moments, cementing the Knicks’ reputation as a marquee franchise.

The Knicks’ cultural impact extends beyond basketball. The team has been featured prominently in
films, music, and popular culture, reflecting New York City's dynamic spirit. Their history is
intertwined with the city’s identity, symbolizing resilience, ambition, and the pursuit of excellence.

The history of New York Knicks is not just a chronicle of wins and losses but a rich narrative of a
franchise that has played a pivotal role in shaping professional basketball. From early pioneers to
modern innovators, the Knicks continue to captivate fans and contribute meaningfully to the sport’s
evolution.

History Of New York Knicks

  history of new york knicks: Everything You Wanted to Know About the New York Knicks
Michael Benson, 2007-09-27 This books contains biographical information and career statistics on
every ex- or current Knick player or coach from the team's founding in 1946 to the present. An
A-to-Z compendium of over 400 Knickerbockers, it reminds us of the great players that called
Madison Square Garden their home court, among them Bill Bradley, Walt Frazier, Patrick Ewing, Al
Maguire, and Earl Monroe.
  history of new york knicks: The Knicks of the Nineties Paul Knepper, 2020-10-12 The
Knicks of the 1990s competed like champions but fell short of their goal. An eclectic group who took
divergent, in many cases fascinating paths to New York, they forged an identity as a rugged,
relentless squad. Led by a superstar center Patrick Ewing and two captivating coaches--Pat Riley
and Jeff Van Gundy--they played David to the Chicago Bulls' Goliath. Despite not winning a
championship, they were embraced as champions by New Yorkers and their rivalries with the Bulls,
Indiana Pacers and Miami Heat defined NBA basketball for a decade. Drawing on original interviews
with players, coaches and others, this narrative rediscovers the brilliance of the Knicks, Ewing and
his colorful supporting cast--Charles Oakley, John Starks, Larry Johnson and Latrell Sprewell--in the
glory days of Madison Square Garden.
  history of new york knicks: New York Knicks Alan Hahn, 2012-11-03 Playing in the
â€œBasketball Meccaâ€? of Madison Square Garden, the New York Knickerbockers are a team
steeped in history. With origins dating back to 1946 in the Basketball Association of America, the
Knicks were a charter member of the NBA and have boasted a long list of all-time great players,
from Harry â€œThe Horseâ€? Gallatin to Walt â€œClydeâ€? Frazier and Bill Bradley, Patrick Ewing
and John Starks, to current stars Carmelo Anthony and Amare Stoudemire, as well as such legendary
coaches as Red Holtzman and Pat Riley. The legend of the New York Knicks has been enhanced by
several heated rivalries over the course of the teamâ€™s history: from Bill Russell and the Boston
Celtics in the late 1960s, to 1990s battles with Michael Jordan and the Chicago Bulls, Reggie Miller
and the Indiana Pacers, and Alonzo Mourningâ€™s Miami Heat. Today, as the Knicks emerge as a
team on the rise, these Eastern Conference rivalries are fierce once again. New York Knicks: The
Complete Illustrated History presents the full history of this storied franchise, with all the on-court
feats and off-court exploits of the orange and blue. Profiles of the top players and coaches from the
teamâ€™s history, along with a rich collection of photography and memorabilia, create the ultimate,
authoritative celebration of a beloved basketball team.
  history of new york knicks: On the Hardwood: New York Knicks Pete Birle, 2013-09-01 Get

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-192/history-of-new-york-knicks.pdf


ready to enter the NBA?s most recognizable arena and step On the Hardwood with the New York
Knicks, in this officially licensed NBA team book. Most NBA fans will agree that when Madison
Square Garden is rocking and the Knicks are playing well, the sport is simply better. That time is
upon us once again. The Knicks, behind Carmelo Anthony, have reenergized the Big Apple, where
the connection to basketball runs deep. On the Hardwood: New York Knicks will examine the close
relationship between a city, its? favorite team and its? favorite sport.
  history of new york knicks: The Encyclopedia of New York City Kenneth T. Jackson, Lisa
Keller, Nancy Flood, 2010-12-01 Covering an exhaustive range of information about the five
boroughs, the first edition of The Encyclopedia of New York City was a success by every measure,
earning worldwide acclaim and several awards for reference excellence, and selling out its first
printing before it was officially published. But much has changed since the volume first appeared in
1995: the World Trade Center no longer dominates the skyline, a billionaire businessman has
become an unlikely three-term mayor, and urban regeneration—Chelsea Piers, the High Line,
DUMBO, Williamsburg, the South Bronx, the Lower East Side—has become commonplace. To reflect
such innovation and change, this definitive, one-volume resource on the city has been completely
revised and expanded. The revised edition includes 800 new entries that help complete the story of
New York: from Air Train to E-ZPass, from September 11 to public order. The new material includes
broader coverage of subject areas previously underserved as well as new maps and illustrations.
Virtually all existing entries—spanning architecture, politics, business, sports, the arts, and
more—have been updated to reflect the impact of the past two decades. The more than 5,000
alphabetical entries and 700 illustrations of the second edition of The Encyclopedia of New York City
convey the richness and diversity of its subject in great breadth and detail, and will continue to serve
as an indispensable tool for everyone who has even a passing interest in the American metropolis.
  history of new york knicks: Encyclopedia of Sports Management and Marketing Linda E.
Swayne, Mark Dodds, 2011-08-08 The first reference resource to bring both sports management and
sports marketing all together in one place.
  history of new york knicks: Kings of the Garden Adam Criblez, 2024-04-15 No detailed
description available for Kings of the Garden.
  history of new york knicks: The Birth of the Modern NBA Josh Elias, 2024-06-28 On August 3,
1949, the National Basketball Association was born, comprising 17 organizations that ranged
geographically from Boston to Denver and culturally from Manhattan to Sheboygan. The league
being the result of a merger, there were two different reigning champions vying for NBA supremacy
between the George Mikan-led Minneapolis Lakers and the small-town Anderson Packers, with
teams from Syracuse, Rochester, New York, Chicago, and Indianapolis all hoping to upset the apple
cart enough to take both teams down. This history of the BAA-NBL merger that created the NBA
demonstrates that, amid icy executive relations that reflected the league's larger cultural clash
between bustling East Coast metropolises and quiet Midwestern towns, the relentless march toward
integration sneaking up quicker than expected on the segregated league, and the Second World War
still distinctly visible in the rearview mirror and America's involvement in Korea closer than it may
have appeared, it was what lay just beyond basketball that mattered. From Tony Lavelli's halftime
accordion, Lee Knorek's airport escapades, and Chicago Stags owner John Sbarbaro's Capone-era
mob ties to tales of antisemitism, systemic racism, and prisoners of war--with cameos from Jackie
Robinson, Chuck Connors, and President Gerald Ford--the book brings back to life, in its totality, the
NBA as it was nearly 75 years ago in the year of the merger.
  history of new york knicks: The New York Knicks George Kalinsky, Phil Berger, 1996
World-renowned Madison Square Garden photographer George Kalinsky gives loyal Knickerbocker
fans a complete photographic history of their beloved New York team, from the very first training
camp to the present day. From the championship seasons of 1969-70 and 1972-73, to the
heartbreaking season finale of 1993-94, the years are unforgettably observed through Kalinsky's
artistry. Full color.
  history of new york knicks: New York Magazine , 1987-09-28 New York magazine was born



in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly made a place for itself
as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning writing and photography
covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the magazine's consistent mission
has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of the city itself, while
celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  history of new york knicks: New York Knicks Andy Knobel, 2013-08-01 New York Knicks is a
beginner's history of the NBA's New York Knicks. Beginning with the franchise's early years, readers
will experience the team's highest and lowest moments, meet the team's best players and managers,
and gain the inside track on information that completes the team's story. Mini-biographies, fun facts,
anecdotes, fantastic quotes, and sidebars combine with full-color, action-packed photographs to
round out the story of the Knicks, allowing your readers Inside the NBA! SportsZone is an imprint of
ABDO Publishing Company.
  history of new york knicks: Keepers of the Game Dennis D'Agostino, 2013-02-01 The inside
stories from baseball's legendary beat writers
  history of new york knicks: Time Out New York Editors of Time Out, 2012-07-13 Now in its
20th edition, Time Out New York provides the inside track on the Big Apple in an exhaustive guide
with illuminating features and hundreds of independent unbiased venue reviews covering everything
from iconic skyscrapers to buzzing neighborhoods. The guide offers an exhaustive overview of
everything the city has to offer in terms of tourist attractions, eating and drinking, shopping, clubs
and the sights — everything from pizza and bagels to shopping green. Comprehensive coverage of
the city's incomparable arts and culture scene makes this an invaluable sourcebook for tourists and
natives alike. An extensive month-by-month calendar of events is included. Escapes and excursions
within relatively easy reach for day or overnight trips are also included.
  history of new york knicks: The New York Knicks Mark Stewart, 2014-07-15 A revised Team
Spirit Basketball edition featuring the New York Knicks that chronicles the history and
accomplishments of the team. Includes access to the Team Spirit website which provides additional
information, photos, and updates during and after the season. Table of Contents, Glossary, Timeline,
Bibliography of additional resources and Index. Aligns to Common Core State Standards
requirements for Reading Informational Text.
  history of new york knicks: The History of the New York Knicks Michael E. Goodman,
2001 Features the history of the New York Knicks basketball team, including players Patrick Ewing,
Bill Bradley, and Latrell Sprewell.
  history of new york knicks: A History of Basketball in Fifteen Sneakers Russ Bengtson,
2023-10-10 A celebration of the iconic shoes and superstars who have defined the sport for decades,
A History of Basketball in Fifteen Sneakers tells the story of hoops as only shoes can. The ultimate
book for both hoops fans and sneaker obsessives, A History of Basketball in Fifteen Sneakers is an
exciting and fascinating look at the sport written with authority and experience by former Complex
and SLAM magazine editor Russ Bengtson. From primeval Converse Chuck Taylor All Stars to
baroque Reebok Pumps and myth-making Air Jordans to super-high-tech Nike Adapt BBs, each
chapter breaks down how a specific sneaker defined an era of basketball, transformed the culture,
or changed the game. With full-color sneaker photographs and detailed illustrations throughout, the
book is a kaleidoscopic celebration of the players, styles, and iconic moments that have shaped
hoops both on and off the court. Topics include: Walt Frazier's PUMA Clydes and the New York City
street game; Michael Jordan's first signature Air Jordan and the birth of the modern global
basketball superstar; Nike Air Swoopes and the evolution of the women’s game; sneaker tech and
the rise of retro; and much more.
  history of new york knicks: Asians and Pacific Islanders in American Football Joel S.
Franks, 2018-05-04 This book sheds light on experiences relatively underrepresented in academic
and non-academic sport history. It examines how Asian and Pacific Islander peoples used American
football to maintain a sense of community while encountering racial exclusion, labor exploitation,
and colonialism. Through their participation and spectatorship in American football, Asian and



Pacific Islander people crossed treacherous cultural frontiers to construct what sociologist Elijah
Anderson has called a cosmopolitan canopy under which Asian Americans, Pacific Islanders, and
people of diverse racial and ethnic identities interacted with at least a semblance of respect and
equity. And perhaps a surprising number of Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders have excelled in
college and even professional football before the 1960s. Finally, acknowledging the impressive influx
of elite Pacific Islander gridders who surfaced in the late twentieth and early twenty-first century, it
is vital to note as well the racialized nativism shadowing the lives of these athletes.
  history of new york knicks: The Encyclopedia of New York State Peter Eisenstadt, 2005-05-19
The Encyclopedia of New York State is one of the most complete works on the Empire State to be
published in a half-century. In nearly 2,000 pages and 4,000 signed entries, this single volume
captures the impressive complexity of New York State as a historic crossroads of people and ideas,
as a cradle of abolitionism and feminism, and as an apex of modern urban, suburban, and rural life.
The Encyclopedia is packed with fascinating details from fields ranging from sociology and
geography to history. Did you know that Manhattan's Lower East Side was once the most populated
neighborhood in the world, but Hamilton County in the Adirondacks is the least densely populated
county east of the Mississippi; New York is the only state to border both the Great Lakes and the
Atlantic Ocean; the Erie Canal opened New York City to rich farmland upstate . . . and to the west.
Entries by experts chronicle New York's varied areas, politics, and persuasions with a cornucopia of
subjects from environmentalism to higher education to railroads, weaving the state's diverse regions
and peoples into one idea of New York State. Lavishly illustrated with 500 photographs and figures,
120 maps, and 140 tables, the Encyclopedia is key to understanding the state's past, present, and
future. It is a crucial reference for students, teachers, historians, and business people, for New
Yorkers of all persuasions, and for anyone interested in finding out more about New York State.
  history of new york knicks: Dynasty's End Thomas J. Whalen, 2005-05 The following summer,
Russell stunned the sports world by announcing his retirement, ending his and the Celtics'
celebrated reign.
  history of new york knicks: Albertus C. Van Raalte Jeanne M. Jacobson, Elton J. Bruins, Larry
J. Wagenaar, 2001-03 A biography of A.C. Van Raalte (1811-1876), founder of a major settlement of
Dutch immigrants to America. It discusses the causes for emigration, the hardships of travel to and
arrival in a new land, and the tensions between Americanization and maintenance of ethnic and
religious heritage.
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