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Frank Sinatra The Way You Look Tonight Chords: A Timeless Classic for Every Guitarist

frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords capture the essence of one of the most
beloved jazz standards ever performed by the legendary crooner himself. Whether you’re a
beginner looking to play a romantic tune or an experienced guitarist aiming to add a classic
to your repertoire, learning these chords can open the door to the timeless magic of
Sinatra’s music. In this article, we’ll explore not only the chords and how to play them but
also dive into some tips and background on the song to enrich your experience.

The Charm Behind “The Way You Look Tonight”

Written by Jerome Kern with lyrics by Dorothy Fields, “The Way You Look Tonight” was
originally introduced in the 1936 film *Swing Time*. Over the decades, it has become a jazz
and pop standard, famously interpreted by Frank Sinatra with his smooth, emotive style.
The song’s warm melody and romantic lyrics make it a favorite for weddings, intimate
gatherings, and anyone who appreciates classic American songwriting.

When you play the frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords, you’re not just strumming
a song—you’re connecting with a piece of musical history that has touched countless
listeners worldwide.

Understanding the Chord Progression

Basic Chords for Beginners

If you’re just starting out on guitar, you’ll be relieved to know that “The Way You Look
Tonight” uses a fairly accessible set of chords. Common chords include:

Cmaj7

Am7

D7

G7

Fmaj7



Em7

A7

Dm7

These chords create a smooth, jazzy feel perfect for the song’s romantic mood. Familiarity
with seventh chords will enhance your playing, as they add depth and nuance beyond basic
major and minor shapes.

How to Play the Chords Smoothly

Transitioning between these chords can be tricky if you’re new to jazz progressions. Here
are a few tips to keep your playing fluid:

Practice chord changes slowly: Start by switching chords at a relaxed pace to
build muscle memory.

Focus on finger placement: Minimize unnecessary finger movement to make
transitions smoother.

Use a metronome: Keeping steady rhythm is crucial, especially for a song with a
gentle swing like this one.

Experiment with fingerpicking: The song’s soft, romantic vibe lends itself
beautifully to fingerstyle guitar.

Frank Sinatra’s Unique Style and Interpretation

When you learn frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords, it’s also worth studying how
Sinatra’s phrasing and timing bring the song to life. Unlike many modern pop songs,
Sinatra’s delivery was less about speed and more about emotion and subtlety. He often
sang slightly behind the beat, giving the lyrics a conversational, heartfelt feel.

If you want to emulate Sinatra’s style while playing guitar, try the following:

Play with dynamics: Vary your strumming intensity to match the song’s emotional
peaks.

Pause and breathe: Insert tasteful pauses to mimic Sinatra’s phrasing.

Use a soft pick or your fingers: This helps create a warm, intimate sound.



Advanced Variations and Jazz Chord Substitutions

For players comfortable with jazz chords, exploring chord substitutions and extensions can
make your rendition of “The Way You Look Tonight” even more captivating. For instance,
try adding 9ths, 13ths, or altering dominant chords to include b9 or #11 notes.

Example of a Jazzier Chord Progression

Instead of a simple D7, you might play D9 or D13 to add color. Similarly, swapping G7 with
G13 can enrich the harmony. These chord colors bring sophistication and are perfect for
players who want to add a personal touch.

Tips for Singing Along While Playing

Many guitarists love to accompany themselves while singing Frank Sinatra classics. If you
want to sing “The Way You Look Tonight” while playing the chords, here are some helpful
suggestions:

Memorize chord shapes first: Play through the chord progression until it feels
automatic before adding vocals.

Practice singing the melody alone: Get comfortable with the tune to avoid getting
overwhelmed.

Start slow: Combine chords and vocals at a slower tempo, then gradually speed up.

Record yourself: Listening back can help identify where you might be rushing or
lagging behind.

Resources to Learn Frank Sinatra The Way You
Look Tonight Chords

There are plenty of online resources that provide chord charts, tabs, and backing tracks to
help you master this classic. Websites like Ultimate Guitar, Songsterr, and YouTube tutorials
often feature versions arranged specifically for solo guitar or with detailed explanations of
chord voicings.

If you want a more comprehensive learning experience, consider sheet music that includes



both chord symbols and melody lines, or even a jazz guitar method book that covers similar
standards.

Backing Tracks and Play-Along Tools

Playing along with a backing track can immensely improve timing and confidence. Many
platforms offer instrumental versions of “The Way You Look Tonight” in various keys and
tempos. This allows you to focus on your chord transitions and vocal delivery without
worrying about other instruments.

Why Learning This Song Matters for Guitarists

“The Way You Look Tonight” is more than just a beautiful tune; it’s a doorway into jazz
harmony, phrasing, and expressive playing. By mastering frank sinatra the way you look
tonight chords, guitarists develop:

A deeper understanding of seventh chords and jazz progressions

Enhanced timing and rhythmic control

Improved ability to accompany vocalists or sing along

An appreciation for the timeless standards that have influenced generations

This song offers a rich learning experience that blends technical skill with emotional
expression—a hallmark of great musicianship.

As you explore frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords, take your time to really feel
the song’s romantic and nostalgic qualities. Whether you’re performing for friends,
serenading a loved one, or just enjoying a quiet moment with your guitar, this classic tune
never fails to inspire.

Frequently Asked Questions

What key is 'The Way You Look Tonight' by Frank
Sinatra usually played in?
'The Way You Look Tonight' is commonly played in the key of F major when performed by
Frank Sinatra.



Where can I find the chords for Frank Sinatra's 'The
Way You Look Tonight'?
You can find the chords for 'The Way You Look Tonight' on various guitar tab websites,
music sheet platforms, and YouTube tutorials.

What are the basic chords needed to play 'The Way You
Look Tonight' by Frank Sinatra?
The basic chords include F, G7, Am7, D7, Gm7, C7, A7, and Dm7.

Is there an easy chord version of 'The Way You Look
Tonight' for beginners?
Yes, many versions simplify the chords to basic major and minor chords to make it easier
for beginners.

How do you play the intro chords of 'The Way You Look
Tonight' on guitar?
The intro usually starts with F major, moving to D7 and Gm7, setting the jazzy tone of the
song.

Can I play 'The Way You Look Tonight' with a capo to
match Frank Sinatra's original key?
Yes, placing a capo on the 1st fret and playing in E major shapes can help match the
original key of F major.

What strumming pattern suits 'The Way You Look
Tonight' chords best?
A swing-style strumming pattern or light jazz rhythm works best to capture the feel of the
song.

Are there any notable chord variations in Frank
Sinatra's version of 'The Way You Look Tonight'?
Yes, Sinatra's version uses jazz chord extensions like 7ths and 9ths to give the song its rich
harmonic texture.

Can I use piano chords to play 'The Way You Look
Tonight' similar to Frank Sinatra's style?
Absolutely, piano arrangements often include lush chord voicings with 7ths and 9ths to
emulate the original style.



What tempo should I play 'The Way You Look Tonight'
chords at to match Frank Sinatra's version?
The original tempo is moderate, around 120 beats per minute, with a smooth, swinging
feel.

Additional Resources
Frank Sinatra The Way You Look Tonight Chords: A Timeless Musical Exploration

frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords serve as a gateway into one of the most
enduring standards of the Great American Songbook. This iconic tune, immortalized by
Sinatra's velvety voice, continues to captivate musicians and audiences alike, inviting
countless interpretations across generations. Exploring the chords behind "The Way You
Look Tonight" not only offers insight into its harmonic elegance but also illuminates why
Sinatra’s rendition remains a benchmark for vocalists and instrumentalists worldwide.

Understanding the Musical Structure of "The Way
You Look Tonight"

At its core, "The Way You Look Tonight" is a sophisticated composition, crafted originally by
Jerome Kern with lyrics by Dorothy Fields. The song's harmonic progression is both
accessible for intermediate guitarists and rich enough to intrigue seasoned players.
Sinatra's version, recorded in 1964, showcases smooth phrasing paired with a lush
orchestral arrangement that complements the song’s romantic essence.

The chord progression typically follows a standard jazz ballad pattern, featuring common
chords like major sevenths, minor sevenths, and dominant sevenths, which provide the
song with its signature smooth, flowing character. An analysis of the chords reveals a
balance between simplicity and complexity, allowing performers room to infuse personal
style while maintaining the song’s classic feel.

Key Chords and Their Role in the Song

Most versions of "The Way You Look Tonight," including Sinatra’s, are played in the key of F
major. The primary chords include:

Fmaj7 – This chord establishes the tonal center and evokes a warm, gentle
atmosphere.

D7 – Functions as a dominant chord, introducing a subtle tension that resolves
smoothly to Gm7.



Gm7 – The relative minor adds a reflective quality, deepening the emotional texture.

C7 – Acts as a secondary dominant, leading back to the tonic and enhancing the
song’s cyclical feel.

Bbmaj7 and Am7b5 – These chords introduce color and complexity, enriching the
harmonic palette.

These chords collectively create the song’s graceful ebb and flow, embodying the romantic
sentiment expressed in the lyrics. Guitarists and pianists often embellish these chords with
passing tones and extensions to replicate the lush orchestral background heard in Sinatra’s
recording.

Frank Sinatra’s Interpretation and Its Impact on
Chord Usage

Sinatra's interpretation of "The Way You Look Tonight" is notable for its smooth, effortless
delivery and nuanced phrasing. Unlike other renditions that might emphasize vocal
acrobatics or jazz improvisation, Sinatra focuses on clarity and emotional resonance. This
approach influences how musicians choose to play the chords; the goal becomes
supporting the vocal line without overshadowing it.

In practical terms, this translates to chord voicings that are open and spacious, often using
inversions and gentle arpeggios to maintain a legato feel. The arrangement typically
features subtle dynamics, allowing each chord’s harmonic color to shine without abrupt
changes. This style is particularly beneficial for guitarists seeking to accompany a vocalist
or create an intimate solo performance.

Comparing Chord Variations in Different Versions

While Sinatra’s version remains a definitive interpretation, numerous artists have adapted
"The Way You Look Tonight" with varied chord choices:

Jazz Instrumental Versions: Often include complex chord substitutions and
improvisational extensions, such as altered dominants and diminished chords, to add
harmonic interest.

Pop Covers: Tend to simplify the chord progression to major and minor triads for
accessibility, sometimes sacrificing harmonic richness for ease of play.

Acoustic Guitar Arrangements: Typically favor open chords and fingerpicking
patterns that highlight the melody while retaining the song’s gentle sway.



These differences underscore the versatility of the song’s chord structure and its
adaptability across musical styles, while Sinatra’s version remains a touchstone for
emotional depth and musical sophistication.

Learning and Playing Frank Sinatra’s The Way
You Look Tonight Chords

For musicians aiming to master "The Way You Look Tonight" in the style of Frank Sinatra,
understanding the chord progression and its rhythmic nuances is essential. The song’s
tempo is moderate, generally around 70-80 beats per minute, fostering a relaxed and
romantic mood.

Tips for Guitarists and Pianists

Focus on Smooth Transitions: Practice chord changes slowly to capture the legato
phrasing characteristic of Sinatra’s rendition.

Use Chord Extensions: Incorporate major sevenths, ninths, and diminished chords
where appropriate to emulate the jazz-inflected harmony.

Emphasize Dynamics: Control volume and attack to mirror the song’s intimate and
tender atmosphere.

Explore Fingerstyle Techniques: For guitarists, fingerpicking can add a delicate
texture that complements the song’s mood.

Listen to Sinatra’s Recording: Analyze his timing and phrasing to better
understand how chord placement supports vocal expression.

Using chord charts specifically tailored for "The Way You Look Tonight" can aid in
visualizing the progression and experimenting with voicings. Numerous online resources
and songbooks provide accurate chord diagrams aligned with Sinatra’s arrangement,
making the learning process more accessible.

Common Challenges and Solutions

While the chord progression is approachable, some players encounter difficulty with:

Chord Changes at Moderate Tempo: The smooth transitions require fluid finger
movement and timing.



Complex Jazz Chords: Certain sevenths and altered chords may be unfamiliar to
beginners.

Maintaining the Song’s Romantic Feel: Overplaying or aggressive strumming can
detract from the subtle mood.

To overcome these challenges, players should:

Practice slowly using a metronome, gradually increasing speed.

Break the song into sections and master each before attempting a full run-through.

Study jazz chord theory to become comfortable with extensions and substitutions.

Record practice sessions to self-assess dynamics and phrasing.

The Enduring Appeal of Sinatra’s Chord
Interpretation

The lasting popularity of "The Way You Look Tonight" in Sinatra’s catalog is a testament to
the song’s timeless harmony and the singer’s interpretative genius. His approach to the
chords—unpretentious yet deeply expressive—offers a blueprint for musicians seeking to
balance technical proficiency with emotional delivery.

Moreover, the song’s harmonic framework continues to inspire jazz musicians, vocalists,
and educators, serving as a standard in both performance and pedagogy. By mastering the
chords as played by Sinatra, musicians gain insight into the interplay between melody and
harmony that defines much of classic American popular music.

Ultimately, exploring the frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords is more than an
exercise in technical skill; it is an invitation to connect with a piece of musical history and to
contribute to its ongoing legacy through individual interpretation and artistry.
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  frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords: The Jazz Standards Ted Gioia, 2012-09-27
This essential book for music lovers tells the story of more than 250 key jazz songs and includes a
listening guide to more than 2,000 recordings.--Jacket.
  frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords: Harlequin Desire July 2019 - Box Set 1 of 2
Jules Bennett, Reese Ryan, Karen Booth, 2019-07-01 Do you love stories with sexy, romantic heroes
who have it all—wealth, status, and incredibly good looks? Harlequin® Desire brings you all this and

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-192/frank-sinatra-the-way-you-look-tonight-chords.pdf


more with these three new full-length titles in one collection! MARRIED IN NAME ONLY Texas
Cattleman’s Club: Houston by Jules Bennett Facing an explosive revelation about her real father,
Paisley Morgan has no one to turn to except her ex, wealthy investigator Lucas Ford. Lucas has one
condition for doing business with the woman who unceremoniously dumped him, though—a
marriage of convenience to settle the score! SEDUCED BY SECOND CHANCES Dynasties: Secrets
of the A-List by Reese Ryan Singer-songwriter Jessica Humphrey is on the brink of fame when a
performance brings her face-to-face with the one man she’s always desired but could never
have—her sister’s ex, Gideon Johns. Will their unstoppable passion be her downfall? Or can she have
it all? A CINDERELLA SEDUCTION The Eden Empire By Karen Booth Newly minted heiress Emma
Stewart is desperate to be part of the powerful family she never knew. But when she realizes her
very own Prince Charming comes from a rival family set on taking hers down, the stakes of
seduction couldn’t get higher… Look for Harlequin® Desire’s July 2019 Box set 2 of 2, filled with
even more scandalous stories and powerful heroes! Join HarlequinMyRewards.com to earn FREE
books and more. Earn points for all your Harlequin purchases from wherever you shop.
  frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords: Listening to Classic American Popular Songs
Allen Forte, Richard Lalli, Gary Chapman, 2008-10-01 In the twenties, thirties, and forties,
now-legendary American songwriters and lyricists created a repertoire of popular songs, songs that
have captured the hearts of generations of music lovers. George Gershwin, Richard Rodgers, Cole
Porter, Jerome Kern, Harold Arlen, Hoagy Carmichael and many others, along with such lyricists as
Ira Gershwin, Lorenz Hart, and Dorothy Fields, produced extraordinary songs of signal importance
to the American musical heritage. In this book Allen Forte shares his love of American popular song.
He discusses in detail twenty-three songs, ranging from Gershwin’s “Fascinating Rhythm” (1924) to
Irving Berlin’s “Steppin’ Out with My Baby” (1947), guiding readers and listeners toward a deeper
appreciation of this vital and engaging music. Forte writes for the general reader, assuming no
background other than a familiarity with basic music notation. Each song is discussed individually
and includes complete lyrics and simple leadsheet notation. Forte discusses the songs’ distinctive
musical features and their sophisticated, often touching and witty lyrics. Readers can follow the
music while they listen to the accompanying compact disc, which was specially recorded for this
volume by baritone Richard Lalli and pianist-arranger Gary Chapman, with Allen Forte,
pianist-arranger for “Embraceable You” and “Come Rain or Come Shine”. Learn about these favorite
songs and more: “How Long Has This Been Going On?” “What Is This Thing Called Love?”
“Embraceable You” “Autumn in New York” “I’ve Got You Under My Skin” “The Nearness of You”
“That Old Black Magic” “Come Rain or Come Shine”
  frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords: Metronome , 1951
  frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords: The Gramophone , 1972
  frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords: Rubies and Rickshaws Vatsala Virdee,
2005-11-18 A beautiful young photographer, Paris Cassidis, searches for her true identity, tries to
resolve her conflicting allegiances to East and West, and, after falling in love with two very different
men, struggles to understand her heart''s true desire. Paris moves from one adventure to another in
St. Moritz, the Taj Mahal, Kashmir and the Himalayas. Haunted by childhood memories of
abandonment and terror, and tortured by what she cannot remember, she follows clues to her
identity which ultimately lead to the discovery of the extraordinary legacy that her family left
behind.
  frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords: British Hit Singles & Albums David
Roberts, 2006 This reference guide to both singles and albums in the UK pop charts lists titles,
artists, labels, catalogue numbers, highest positions attained, number of weeks on chart and US no.1
information, as well as selected biographies and pop news.
  frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords: New York Magazine , 1974-07-15 New York
magazine was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly
made a place for itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning
writing and photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the



magazine's consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of
the city itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords: Gramophone Record Review , 1953
  frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords: BBC Music Magazine , 1999
  frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords: Song and System Harvey Rachlin,
2020-02-27 From the first Tin Pan Alley tunes to today’s million-view streaming hits, pop songs have
been supported and influenced by an increasingly complex industry that feeds audience demand for
its ever-evolving supply of hits. Harvey Rachlin investigates how music entered American homes and
established a cultural institution that would expand throughout the decades to become a multibillion
dollar industry, weaving a history of the evolution of pop music in tandem with the music business.
Exploding in the 1950s and ’60s with pop stars like Elvis and the Beatles, the music industry used
new technologies like television to promote live shows and record releases. More recently, the
development of online streaming services has forced the music industry to cultivate new promotion,
distribution, copyright, and profit strategies. Pop music and its business have defined our shared
cultural history. Song and System: The Making of American Pop Music not only charts the music
that we all know and love but also reveals our active participation in its development throughout
generations.
  frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords: British Hit Singles and Albums David
Roberts, 2004 The annual bible of pop is back with the most comprehensive edition yet combining
British hit singles and British hit albums in one volume. The UK's oldest and biggest-selling music
annual contains all 39,000 hit singles and albums from more than 50 years of the charts. All this plus
act biographies, a song title index and more than 50 illustrated features make it the perfect book for
pop quizzers, record collectors, DJs, downloaders and music fans of all ages.
  frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords: The Complete Library of American
Phonograph Recordings Jerry Osborne, 1990 The complete library... is the first attempt... to
provide the reader with a year-by-year compilation of every known record release, of every possible
type, by every conceivable record label.
  frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords: Frank Sinatra - Nothing But the Best Hal
Leonard Publishing Corporation, 2009-06 (Easy Guitar). 22 of Ol' Blue Eye's best arranged for easy
guitar, including: Bewitched * Body and Soul * Come Fly with Me * Fly Me to the Moon * The Girl
from Ipanema * Luck Be a Lady * My Kind of Town (Chicago Is) * My Way * Theme from New York,
New York * Strangers in the Night * Summer Wind * That's Life * The Way You Look Tonight * and
more.
  frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords: Look , 1964
  frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords: New York Magazine , 1986-02-24 New York
magazine was born in 1968 after a run as an insert of the New York Herald Tribune and quickly
made a place for itself as the trusted resource for readers across the country. With award-winning
writing and photography covering everything from politics and food to theater and fashion, the
magazine's consistent mission has been to reflect back to its audience the energy and excitement of
the city itself, while celebrating New York as both a place and an idea.
  frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords: New York , 1974
  frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords: Billboard , 1964-11-14 In its 114th year,
Billboard remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand,
content and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
  frank sinatra the way you look tonight chords: Billboard , 1960-12-26 In its 114th year,
Billboard remains the world's premier weekly music publication and a diverse digital, events, brand,
content and data licensing platform. Billboard publishes the most trusted charts and offers unrivaled
reporting about the latest music, video, gaming, media, digital and mobile entertainment issues and
trends.
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