essays on assisted suicide

Essays on Assisted Suicide: Exploring Ethical, Legal, and Emotional Dimensions

essays on assisted suicide often invite intense reflection on one of the most complex and controversial topics
in contemporary society. Delving into this subject requires a sensitive yet analytical approach that
acknowledges the profound ethical dilemmas, legal frameworks, and deeply personal emotions involved.
Whether you are a student tasked with writing about assisted suicide or simply curious about the topic,

exploring essays on assisted suicide can offer a comprehensive understanding of its multifaceted nature.

Understanding Assisted Suicide: Definitions and Context

Before diving into the nuances often covered in essays on assisted suicide, it’s important to clarify what
assisted suicide entails. Assisted suicide refers to the act where a person provides the means or information
for another individual to end their own life, usually to alleviate unbearable suffering caused by terminal

illness or severe pain.

This topic intersects with related concepts such as euthanasia, physician-assisted dying, and right-to-die
movements. Essays on assisted suicide frequently differentiate these terms to avoid confusion, as euthanasia
typically involves a third party actively ending a person’s life, while assisted suicide involves providing

assistance for the individual to perform the act themselves.

The Historical and Cultural Background

When writing essays on assisted suicide, tracing its historical and cultural background can add depth.
Throughout history, attitudes toward assisted suicide have varied widely depending on cultural, religious,
and philosophical beliefs. For example, some ancient societies viewed it as an honorable way to die, while

many modern legal systems have grappled with criminalizing or regulating it.

Understanding this historical context helps frame contemporary debates, illuminating why opinions and

laws differ so sharply across countries and cultures.

Ethical Considerations in Essays on Assisted Suicide

One of the most compelling aspects of essays on assisted suicide is the exploration of ethical questions

surrounding autonomy, dignity, and the value of human life. These essays often engage with moral



philosophy to examine whether individuals have the right to choose death over suffering.

Autonomy and the Right to Die

A central theme in many essays is the principle of autonomy—the idea that individuals should have control
over their own bodies and life decisions. Proponents argue that, especially in cases of terminal illness,

assisted suicide respects personal freedom and alleviates unnecessary pain.
Conversely, opponents raise concerns about potential abuses, societal pressure on vulnerable populations, and

the sanctity of life. Essays on assisted suicide frequently weigh these arguments, encouraging readers to

reflect on where the balance should lie.

Compassion and Suffering

Another ethical angle involves compassion. Supporters claim that assisting someone in dying can be an act
of mercy, preventing prolonged agony. Essays on assisted suicide often cite real-life stories to humanize this

perspective, emphasizing empathy for those enduring intractable pain.

However, critics caution against normalizing assisted suicide as a solution, warning that it might undermine

efforts to improve palliative care or could lead to slippery slopes where the value of life is diminished.

Legal Frameworks and Debates

A significant portion of essays on assisted suicide focuses on the legal landscape, which varies widely across
the globe. This diversity highlights how differently societies approach the issue and the ongoing debates

about legality and regulation.

Countries Where Assisted Suicide is Legal

Essays on assisted suicide often explore jurisdictions like the Netherlands, Belgium, Canada, and some U.S.
states (such as Oregon and Washington), where physician-assisted dying is legal under strict conditions.

These legal frameworks typically require:

e Terminal illness diagnosis with limited life expectancy



o Clear and repeated consent from the patient
¢ Psychological evaluations to ensure mental competence

¢ Second opinions from independent physicians

Examining these legal safeguards helps readers understand the rigorous processes designed to prevent

misuse and protect vulnerable individuals.

Legal Challenges and Controversies

Despite legalization in some areas, essays on assisted suicide often discuss ongoing legal challenges. Questions
arise about potential expansions of eligibility, the role of healthcare providers, and conflicts with existing

laws against homicide or suicide assistance.

These debates highlight the dynamic nature of the law in this area, reflecting evolving societal values and

medical capabilities.

Writing Effective Essays on Assisted Suicide

If you’re preparing essays on assisted suicide, there are several strategies to ensure your writing is

thoughtful, balanced, and compelling.

Conduct Thorough Research

Due to the sensitivity and complexity of assisted suicide, grounding your essay in credible sources is crucial.
This includes academic journals, legal texts, ethical analyses, and first-person narratives. Incorporating

diverse viewpoints enriches your essay and demonstrates comprehensive understanding.

Use Clear and Respectful Language

Given the emotional weight of the topic, it’s important to maintain a respectful tone. Avoid sensationalism

or biased language that could alienate readers or oversimplify the issue.



Structure Your Essay Thoughtfully

Organize your essay to guide readers through the topic logically. Start with definitions and background,
move into ethical and legal considerations, and then present arguments from multiple perspectives.

Including real-world examples or case studies can also make your essay more relatable and impactful.

Address Counterarguments

Engaging with opposing views not only demonstrates critical thinking but also strengthens your
argument. When writing essays on assisted suicide, acknowledging the concerns of those who oppose the

practice shows a balanced approach.

Emotional and Personal Perspectives in Essays on Assisted

Suicide

‘While much of the discussion centers on ethics and law, essays on assisted suicide often touch on deeply
personal experiences. These narratives provide insight into why some individuals seek assisted death and

how families and communities respond.

Including personal stories or interviews can humanize the topic, moving it beyond abstract debate to real
human lives affected by illness and suffering. This approach fosters empathy and a nuanced understanding

that purely academic essays might miss.

The Role of Healthcare Providers

Healthcare professionals often find themselves at the crossroads of this debate. Essays on assisted suicide
sometimes explore the emotional and ethical challenges doctors and nurses face when patients request
assistance in dying. They must balance their commitment to preserving life with respecting patient

autonomy and alleviating suffering.

The Impact on Families and Society

Beyond the individual, assisted suicide affects families and society as a whole. Essays often consider how
families cope with the decision, the potential for social stigma, and broader societal implications such as

changing attitudes toward death and medical care.



Exploring Philosophical and Religious Perspectives

Philosophy and religion play significant roles in shaping opinions on assisted suicide. Essays often delve into

these perspectives to provide a holistic view.

Philosophical Views on Life and Death

Philosophers have long debated the morality of ending life intentionally. Essays on assisted suicide might
explore utilitarian arguments emphasizing the reduction of suffering, Kantian views on duty and respect

for persons, or existentialist reflections on meaning and choice.

Religious Teachings and Their Influence

Many religions have clear stances on assisted suicide, often opposing it on the grounds that life is sacred and
only a higher power should decide its end. Exploring these religious viewpoints in essays helps explain

why some communities resist legalization and how faith influences personal and public attitudes.

Final Thoughts on Essays on Assisted Suicide

Engaging with essays on assisted suicide invites a journey through some of the most profound questions
about human existence, dignity, and freedom. Whether approached from ethical, legal, personal, or
philosophical angles, this topic challenges us to consider how society supports those facing unbearable

suffering and what it means to live—and die—with compassion and respect.

By thoughtfully exploring these dimensions, essays on assisted suicide not only inform but also encourage

meaningful dialogue about one of life’s most difficult choices.

Frequently Asked Questions

What are the ethical arguments commonly discussed in essays on assisted
suicide?

Essays on assisted suicide often explore ethical arguments such as autonomy and the right to die, the

sanctity of life, potential for abuse, and the moral responsibilities of healthcare providers.



How do essays on assisted suicide address the legal status of the practice

worldwide?

These essays typically examine the varying legal frameworks, noting that assisted suicide is legal in some
countries and states under strict conditions, while it remains illegal and punishable in others, highlighting

the ongoing global debate.

‘What role do personal stories play in essays about assisted suicide?

Personal stories in essays provide emotional context, illustrating the human impact and complex realities

behind assisted suicide, helping readers understand diverse perspectives beyond theoretical arguments.

How do essays on assisted suicide discuss the distinction between assisted

suicide and euthanasia?

Essays often clarify that assisted suicide involves providing the means for a person to end their own life,
whereas euthanasia typically involves a third party actively ending the person's life, discussing the ethical

and legal implications of both.

‘What are some common concerns raised in essays opposing assisted
suicide?

Opponents often raise concerns about potential coercion, the slippery slope to non-voluntary euthanasia, the

value of palliative care, and the risk of undermining trust in the medical profession.

How do essays on assisted suicide incorporate perspectives from medical

professionals?

These essays include viewpoints from doctors and nurses regarding their ethical duties, the psychological
impact of assisted suicide on caregivers, and the challenges of balancing patient autonomy with medical

ethics.

Additional Resources

Essays on Assisted Suicide: A Comprehensive Analysis of Ethical, Legal, and Social Dimensions

essays on assisted suicide delve into one of the most complex and contentious issues intersecting medicine,
ethics, and law. As societies grapple with the moral implications and practical consequences of allowing
individuals to end their lives with medical assistance, academic and reflective writing on this topic has

surged. These essays explore a spectrum of perspectives, ranging from the deeply personal to the broadly



societal, offering nuanced insights into assisted suicide’s place in contemporary discourse.

Understanding Assisted Suicide: Definitions and Context

At its core, assisted suicide refers to the process by which an individual, typically suffering from a terminal
or debilitating condition, seeks help from a medical professional or another party to end their own life. It is
important to distinguish assisted suicide from euthanasia: while euthanasia involves a third party directly
administering the means of death, assisted suicide entails the individual performing the final act

themselves, often by ingesting prescribed medication.

In the context of essays on assisted suicide, writers frequently begin by clarifying these definitions to frame
the debate accurately. The terminology itself impacts legal interpretations and ethical considerations, which
vary widely across jurisdictions. For instance, countries like Switzerland and some U.S. states permit

assisted suicide under strict regulations, while many others prohibit it outright.

Ethical Considerations in Essays on Assisted Suicide

Ethical debates form the backbone of many analytical essays on assisted suicide. Writers investigate
whether assisting in death respects an individual’s autonomy or violates moral and professional norms. The
principle of autonomy—wvaluing an individual’s right to make decisions about their own body and life—is
often cited in favor of assisted suicide. Proponents argue that terminally ill patients should have the option

to avoid prolonged suffering and retain control over their dying process.

Conversely, opponents emphasize the sanctity of life and the potential slippery slope toward normalizing
death as a solution to social or economic burdens. Essays in this vein critically examine whether legalizing
assisted suicide could pressure vulnerable populations, such as the elderly or disabled, to choose death out of

a sense of obligation rather than genuine desire.

Balancing Autonomy and Protection

Many essays on assisted suicide explore the delicate balance between respecting patient autonomy and
protecting individuals from coercion. This tension is especially pronounced in cases where mental health
issues or family dynamics complicate the patient’s decision-making capacity. Some authors advocate for
stringent safeguards, including psychiatric evaluations and waiting periods, to ensure that decisions are

well-informed and free from undue influence.



Legal Frameworks and Global Perspectives

Legal essays on assisted suicide map the evolving legislative landscapes, highlighting stark contrasts
between different countries and regions. In the Netherlands, Belgium, and Canada, assisted suicide is legal
under carefully regulated conditions, often including terminal illness confirmation and mental competence
assessments. These legal frameworks aim to provide a humane option for those suffering while establishing

clear procedural boundaries.
By contrast, many nations maintain criminal penalties for assisting suicide, reflecting cultural, religious, or
political opposition. Essays frequently analyze landmark cases that have challenged or shaped these laws,

underscoring the ongoing societal debates. For instance, the notable case of Brittany Maynard in the United

States brought national attention to assisted suicide, influencing legislative changes in several states.

International Comparisons

o Switzerland: Allows assisted suicide for non-residents; emphasizes non-profit involvement to prevent

commercialization.
¢ Oregon, USA: The Death with Dignity Act permits assisted suicide with strict procedural criteria.
e Japan: No legal provisions; cultural stigma and legal risks deter practice.

e Australia: Varies by state; recent reforms reflect shifting public attitudes.

These comparative analyses provide valuable context for essays on assisted suicide, revealing how cultural,

legal, and ethical norms shape policy decisions.

Social Implications and Public Opinion

Beyond legal and ethical frameworks, essays on assisted suicide often investigate the social ramifications of
its legalization or prohibition. Public opinion plays a critical role in legislative changes, and surveys
generally indicate significant but divided support for assisted suicide, often correlating with factors such as

age, religion, and personal experiences with terminal illness.

Writers examine how assisted suicide impacts families, healthcare providers, and society at large. There is

ongoing debate about whether legalizing assisted suicide might lead to improved palliative care or



inadvertently reduce investments in end-of-life support services. Some essays highlight the psychological
burden on medical professionals involved in assisted deaths, exploring their rights and conscientious

objections.

Pros and Cons Explored in Essays on Assisted Suicide

¢ Pros:
o Respects patient autonomy and dignity.
o Provides relief from unbearable suffering.

o Potentially reduces healthcare costs associated with prolonged end-of-life care.

e Cons:
o Risk of coercion or abuse of vulnerable patients.
o Ethical concerns about the role of medical professionals in ending life.

o Possibility of undermining societal commitment to palliative care.

Such balanced explorations help readers grasp the multifaceted nature of assisted suicide debates.

Literary and Philosophical Approaches in Essays on Assisted

Suicide

Some of the most profound essays on assisted suicide engage with philosophical traditions and literary
reflections to probe human experiences of mortality and suffering. Existentialist perspectives question what
it means to live authentically in the face of death, while utilitarian arguments weigh the consequences of

permitting assisted death.



Literary essays may analyze narratives and memoirs from patients, families, and physicians, providing
intimate insight into the emotional and psychological dimensions of assisted suicide. These personal accounts

enrich the academic debate by humanizing abstract ethical and legal issues.

Key Philosophical Arguments

¢ Kantian Ethics: Emphasizes the intrinsic value of life and moral duties, often opposing assisted suicide.

e Utilitarianism: Considers the greatest happiness principle, supporting assisted suicide if it reduces

suffering.

e Virtue Ethics: Focuses on character and intentions, encouraging compassion and respect for patient

choices.

Integrating these viewpoints helps essays on assisted suicide transcend binary arguments, fostering deeper

reflection on the human condition.

The Role of Medical Ethics and Professional Guidelines

Medical professionals occupy a critical position in the assisted suicide debate, balancing their duty to heal
with respect for patient autonomy. Essays on assisted suicide frequently examine guidelines established by
organizations like the American Medical Association (AMA) and the World Medical Association (WMA),
which often oppose physician-assisted death.

This tension has led to divergent practices and policies worldwide, with some healthcare systems
integrating assisted suicide into end-of-life care under strict protocols, while others prohibit any

involvement. Discussions in essays highlight the challenges faced by practitioners navigating legal

constraints, personal beliefs, and ethical standards.

Challenges for Healthcare Providers

¢ Reconciling personal moral convictions with patient requests.

¢ Ensuring informed consent and mental competence.



¢ Maintaining trust in the physician-patient relationship.

These challenges underscore the complexity of assisted suicide as a medical and ethical issue.

Conclusion: The Continuing Evolution of the Assisted Suicide

Discourse

Essays on assisted suicide reveal a dynamic and evolving discourse that reflects broader societal attitudes
about life, death, and individual rights. The intersection of ethics, law, medicine, and culture ensures that
this topic remains deeply contested and richly nuanced. Through critical analysis, comparative study, and
philosophical inquiry, these essays contribute to a better understanding of the profound questions posed by

assisted suicide, ultimately encouraging informed and compassionate dialogue.

Essays On Assisted Suicide

essays on assisted suicide: The Price of Compassion Michael Stingl, 2010-05-12 This
important book includes a compelling selection of original essays on euthanasia and associated
legislative and health care issues, together with important background material for understanding
and assessing the arguments of these essays. The book explores a central strand in the debate over
medically assisted death, the so called slippery slope argument. The focus of the book is on one
particularly important aspect of the downward slope of this argument: hastening the death of those
individuals who appear to be suffering greatly from their medical condition but are unable to request
that we do anything about that suffering because of their diminished mental capacities. Slippery
slope concerns have been raised in many countries, including Britain, the Netherlands, Canada, and
the United States. This book concentrates most of its attention on the latter two countries. Stingl
divides the book into four parts. Part I lays out the relevant public policies in the form of legal
judgments, making them the philosophical point of departure for readers. Part II discusses the
ever-present slippery slope objection to assisted suicide and other forms of euthanasia. Parts III and
IV examine the role of social factors and political structures in determining the morality and
legalization of voluntary and non-voluntary euthanasia. These sections are especially valuable. The
inclusion of a selection of papers on the relationship between the morality and legality of euthanasia
and systems of health care delivery is of particular interest, especially to those who want to make
statistical, legal and moral comparisons between the USA and Canada.

essays on assisted suicide: Physician-Assisted Suicide Robert F. Weir, 1997-05-22 The book is
extremely well balanced: in each section there is usually an argument for and against the positions
raised. It is a useful and well-thought-out text. It will make people think and discuss the problems
raised, which I think is the editor's main purpose. -- Journal of Medical Ethics ... a volume that is to
be commended for the clarity of its contributions, and for the depth it gains from its narrow focus. In
places, this is a deeply moving, as well as closely argued, book. -- Times Literary Supplement This
work is an excellent historical and philosophical resource on a very difficult subject. -- Choice This
collection of well-written and carefully argued essays should be interesting, illuminating, and


https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-192/essays-on-assisted-suicide.pdf

thought provoking for students, clinicians, and scholars. -- New England Journal of Medicine This
book is highly recommended... -- Pharmacy Book Review This is a well-balanced collection and the
essays are of uniformly good quality.... very readable.... should be useful to anyone interested in this
topic. -- Doody's Health Sciences Book Review Home Page Physician-Assisted Suicide continues in
the fine tradition of the Medical Ethics series published by Indiana University Press. Chapters are
authored by outstanding scholars from both sides of the debate, providing a balanced, in-depth
exploration of physician-assisted suicide along clinical, ethical, historical, and public policy
dimensions. It is important reading for those who want to better understand the complex,
multilayered issues that underlie this emotionally-laden topic. -- Timothy Quill, M.D. Robert Weir has
produced the finest collection of essays on physician assisted dying yet assembled in one volume.
Physician assisted dying involves ethical and legal issues of enormous complexity. The deep strength
of this anthology is its multi-disciplinary approach, which insightfully brings to bear interpretations
from history, moral philosophy, religion, clinical practice, and law. This is a subject, much like
abortion, that has divided America. This volume provides balanced scholarship that will help inform
opinions from the hospital and hospice bedside to the halls of federal and state legislatures and
courtrooms. -- Lawrence O. Gostin, Co-Director, Georgetown/Johns Hopkins Program on Law and
Public Health This book is a timely and valuable contribution to the debate. Highly recommended for
academic collections. -- Library Journal These essays shed light and perspective on today's hotly
contested issue of physician-assisted suicide. The authors were selected not only because of their
experience and scholarship, but also because they provide readers with differing points of view on
this complex subject -- and a potential moral quandary for us all.

essays on assisted suicide: Real Essays with Readings Susan Anker, 2011-12-28 Real Essays
delivers the powerful message that good writing, thinking, and reading skills are both essential and
achievable. From the inspiring stories told by former students in Profiles of Success to the practical
strategies for community involvement in the new Community Connections, Real Essays helps
students to connect the writing class with their real lives and with the expectations of the larger
world. So that students don’t get overwhelmed, the book focuses first on the most important things
in each area, such as the Four Most Serious Errors in grammar; the Four Basics of each rhetorical
strategy; and the academic skills of summary, analysis, and synthesis. Read the preface.

essays on assisted suicide: Physician Assisted Suicide Margaret P. Battin, Rosamond Rhodes,
Anita Silvers, 2015-10-15 Physician Assisted Suicide is a cross-disciplinary collection of essays from
philosophers, physicians, theologians, social scientists, lawyers and economists. As the first book to
consider the implications of the Supreme Court decisions in Washington v. Glucksburg and Vacco v.
Quill concerning physician-assisted suicide from a variety of perspectives, this collection advances
informed, reflective, vigorous public debate.

essays on assisted suicide: Real Essays with Readings with 2009 MLA Update Susan
Anker, 2009-06-23 Click here to find out more about the 2009 MLA Updates and the 2010 APA
Updates. Real Essays with Readings is the essay-level book in Susan Anker’s highly successful series
of writing texts that motivate students with their message that writing is an essential skill in college
and in real life — and that this skill is achievable. Anker’s advice, examples, and assignments show
the relevance of writing to all aspects of students’ lives, and profiles of former students prove that
success is attainable. Like all the books in the Anker series, Real Essays presents writing in logical,
manageable increments: step-by-step writing guides and a focus on the four basics of each mode of
writing keep students from becoming overwhelmed. Real Essays maintains its emphasis on what
really matters by focusing on the four most serious errors (fragments, run-ons, subject-verb
agreement problems, and verb form problems). Real Essays gives students what they need to
succeed in college and become stronger academic writers.

essays on assisted suicide: Why I Burned My Book and Other Essays on Disability Paul
K. Longmore, 2003 'Personal inclination made me a historian. Personal encounter with public policy
made me an activist.'

essays on assisted suicide: American Constitutional Law Donald P. Kommers, John E. Finn,




Gary J. Jacobsohn, 2004 Designed for an undergraduate course in US constitutional law, the
casebook takes a liberal arts approach, tracing constitutional doctrine and policy back to their
foundation in social, moral, and political theory, and prompting students to engage the great
questions of political life addressed by the Constitution and its interpretation. Opinions of the US
Supreme Court constitute the core of the documents. The first edition was published in 1998; the
second adds and updates topics. Annotation : 2004 Book News, Inc., Portland, OR (booknews.com).

essays on assisted suicide: Is There a Duty to Die? John Hardwig, Nat Hentoff, 2000 First
Published in 2000. Routledge is an imprint of Taylor & Francis, an informa company.

essays on assisted suicide: Essays and Arguments: A Handbook for Writing Student
Essays Ian Johnston, 2015-04-28 How does one help undergraduate students learn quickly how to
produce effectively organized, persuasive, well-reasoned essays? This book offers a straightforward,
systematic introduction to some of the key elements of the construction of arguments in essay form.
The focus here is on practical advice that will prove immediately useful to students—recommended
procedures are emphasized, and detailed examples of academic and student writing are provided
throughout. The book introduces the basics of argumentation before moving on to the structure and
organization of essays. Planning and outlining the essay, writing strong thesis statements,
organizing coherent paragraphs, and writing effective introductions and conclusions are among the
subjects discussed. A separate section concisely explores issues specific to essays about literary
works.

essays on assisted suicide: Physician Assisted Suicide Margaret P. Battin, Rosamond Rhodes,
Anita Silvers, 2015-10-15 Physician Assisted Suicide is a cross-disciplinary collection of essays from
philosophers, physicians, theologians, social scientists, lawyers and economists. As the first book to
consider the implications of the Supreme Court decisions in Washington v. Glucksburg and Vacco v.
Quill concerning physician-assisted suicide from a variety of perspectives, this collection advances
informed, reflective, vigorous public debate.

essays on assisted suicide: Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia Craig Paterson, 2017-09-29 As
medical technology advances and severely injured or ill people can be kept alive and functioning
long beyond what was previously medically possible, the debate surrounding the ethics of end-of-life
care and quality-of-life issues has grown more urgent.In this lucid and vigorous new book, Craig
Paterson discusses assisted suicide and euthanasia from a fully fledged but non-dogmatic secular
natural law perspective. He rehabilitates and revitalises the natural law approach to moral
reasoning by developing a pluralistic account of just why we are required by practical rationality to
respect and not violate key demands generated by the primary goods of persons, especially human
life.Important issues that shape the moral quality of an action are explained and analysed:
intention/foresight; action/omission; action/consequences; killing/letting die;
innocence/non-innocence; and, person/non-person. Paterson defends the central normative
proposition that 'it is always a serious moral wrong to intentionally kill an innocent human person,
whether self or another, notwithstanding any further appeal to consequences or motive'.

essays on assisted suicide: Legal Visions of the 21st Century: Essays in Honour of Judge
Christopher Weeramantry Antony Anghie, Garry Sturgess, 2023-12-11 Legal Visions of the 21st
Century honours Judge Christopher Weeramantry by carefully culling a range of contributions to
explore the broad themes that have been the subject of Judge Weeramantry s career. Judge
Weeramantry has written distinguished books on Roman Dutch Law, Jurisprudence, the relationship
between Law and Science, International Law and International Human Rights Law. The coverage of
Legal Visions of the 21st Century includes: - Jurisprudence and Comparative Law; - Human Rights
and Bioethics; - Judging and the Judiciary; - fascinating aspects of general International Law and the
International Court of Justice; and - 'appreciations' - the final selection of the volume, which conveys
an idea of the role Judge Weeramantry played in the offices he held prior to his appointment to the
International Court of Justice. In the manner of a true legal discussion, the essays reflect a variety of
opinions, including those that oppose the views of the honoree. Anyone interested in current
intellectual challenges in international law will want to read and re-read every section of this



compelling work.

essays on assisted suicide: The Future of Assisted Suicide and Euthanasia Neil M. Gorsuch,
2009-03-23 From U.S. Supreme Court Justice and bestselling author Neil Gorsuch, an argument
against the legalization of assisted suicide and euthanasia The Future of Assisted Suicide and
Euthanasia provides the most thorough overview of the ethical and legal issues raised by assisted
suicide and euthanasia—as well as the most comprehensive argument against their
legalization—ever published. In clear terms accessible to the general reader, Neil Gorsuch
thoroughly assesses the strengths and weaknesses of leading contemporary ethical arguments for
assisted suicide and euthanasia. He explores evidence and case histories from the Netherlands and
Oregon, where the practices have been legalized. He analyzes libertarian and autonomy-based
arguments for legalization as well as the impact of key U.S. Supreme Court decisions on the debate.
And he examines the history and evolution of laws and attitudes regarding assisted suicide and
euthanasia in American society. After assessing the strengths and weaknesses of arguments for
assisted suicide and euthanasia, Gorsuch builds a nuanced, novel, and powerful moral and legal
argument against legalization, one based on a principle that, surprisingly, has largely been
overlooked in the debate—the idea that human life is intrinsically valuable and that intentional
killing is always wrong. At the same time, the argument Gorsuch develops leaves wide latitude for
individual patient autonomy and the refusal of unwanted medical treatment and life-sustaining care,
permitting intervention only in cases where an intention to kill is present. Those on both sides of the
assisted suicide question will find Gorsuch's analysis to be a thoughtful and stimulating contribution
to the debate about one of the most controversial public policy issues of our day.

essays on assisted suicide: Physician-Assisted Suicide Mark F. Carr, 2010-02 The California
Compassionate Choices Act, AB 374, is inching its way into the voter's booth. Are you ready to vote
for or against physician-assisted suicide? California is not the only state facing this issue, and as a
responsible citizen you will not be able to escape taking a position on this important social and
personal moral question. This collection of essays was gleaned from the Jack W. Provonsha Lecture
Series on physician-assisted suicide. Representing a variety of religious perspectives, the speakers
address this topic in the hope that you will be more informed and better able to face this issue.

essays on assisted suicide: Public Faith in Action Miroslav Volf, Ryan McAnnally-Linz,
2017-09-19 Celebrated Theologian Offers Wisdom for Civic Engagement Christian citizens have a
responsibility to make political and ethical judgments in light of their faith and to participate in the
public lives of their communities--from their local neighborhoods to the national scene. But it can be
difficult to discern who to vote for, which policies to support, and how to respond to the social and
cultural trends of our time. This nonpartisan handbook offers Christians practical guidance for
thinking through complicated public issues and faithfully following Jesus as citizens of their
countries. The book focuses on enduring Christian commitments that should guide readers in their
judgments and encourages legitimate debate among Christians over how to live out core values. The
book also includes lists of resources for further reflection in each chapter and room for debate
questions to consider.

essays on assisted suicide: Assisted Suicide C. G. Prado, 2000 When it became possible to
extend the dying process, it became necessary to decide when to stop doing so because of the
enormous personal and social costs. But perspectives on assisted suicide vary greatly. Physicians see
it as a medical issue, jurists as a legal issue, philosophers as a moral issue and the media as a
political issue. These original essays show how these perspectives shape the ongoing debate.
Published in English.

essays on assisted suicide: Euthanasia Jennifer Fecio McDougall, Martha Gorman,
2007-11-20 This timely work is a balanced overview of end-of-life issues related to euthanasia and
assisted suicide. Except for the Oregon Death with Dignity Act, there are no U.S. laws that allow
physicians to assist patients in hastening death. Many who support physician-assisted suicide ask,
Why not? After all, the Netherlands permits both euthanasia and physician-assisted suicide, and
polls suggest that many Americans want that choice available to them. Euthanasia: A Reference



Handbook, Second Edition explores that question through a balanced, thoughtful discussion of the
legal, medical, and spiritual components of end-of-life questions. What are the potential pitfalls of
legalizing assisted suicide? How can the expenses of a lingering death impact an uninsured family?
How would physician-assisted suicide impact healthcare costs? Through its objective exploration of
these issues, as well as its historical and international perspective, this volume helps readers answer
the difficult questions related to the end of life.

essays on assisted suicide: The Euthanasia/Assisted-Suicide Debate Demetra M. Pappas,
2012-09-20 This revealing volume explores recent historical perspectives on the modern euthanasia
and assisted-suicide debate and the political arenas in which it has unfolded. Emotional public
responses to widely publicized right-to-die and euthanasia cases, such as those revolving around Dr.
Jack Kevorkian and Terri Schiavo, highlight their volatile mix of medical, ethical, religious, legal, and
public policy issues. The Euthanasia/Assisted-Suicide Debate explores how this debate has evolved
over the past 100 years as judicial approaches, legislative responses, and prosecutorial practices
have shifted as a result of changes in medical technology and consumer sophistication. Emphasizing
the period from the 1950s forward, the book offers an unbiased examination of the origins of the
modern medical euthanasia and assisted-suicide debates, the involvement of physicians, the history
and significance of medical technology and practice, and the role of patients and their families in the
ongoing controversy. This illuminating exploration of concepts, issues, and players will help readers
understand both sides of the debate as viewed by participants.

essays on assisted suicide: Learner English on Computer Sylviane Granger, 2014-02-04
The first book of its kind, Learner English on Computer is intended to provide linguists, students of
linguistics and modern languages, and ELT professionals with a highly accessible and
comprehensive introduction to the new and rapidly-expanding field of corpus-based research into
learner language. Edited by the founder and co-ordinator of the International Corpus of Learner
English (ICLE), the book contains articles on all aspects of corpus compilation, design and analysis.
The book is divided into three main sections; in Part I, the first chapter provides the reader with an
overview of the field, explaining links with corpus and applied linguistics, second language
acquisition and ELT. The second chapter reviews the software tools which are currently available for
analysing learner language and contains useful examples of how they can be used. Part 2 contains
eight case studies in which computer learner corpora are analysed for various lexical, discourse and
grammatical features. The articles contain a wide range of methodologies with broad general
application. The chapters in Part 3 look at how Computer Learner Corpus (CLC) based studies can
help improve pedagogical tools: EFL grammars, dictionaries, writing textbooks and electronic tools.
Implications for classroom methodology are also discussed. The comprehensive scope of this volume
should be invaluable to applied linguists and corpus linguists as well as to would-be learner corpus
builders and analysts who wish to discover more about a new, exciting and fast-growing field of
research.

essays on assisted suicide: What Is Posthumanism? Cary Wolfe, 2013-11-30 What does it mean
to think beyond humanism? Is it possible to craft a mode of philosophy, ethics, and interpretation
that rejects the classic humanist divisions of self and other, mind and body, society and nature,
human and animal, organic and technological? Can a new kind of
humanities—posthumanities—respond to the redefinition of humanity’s place in the world by both
the technological and the biological or “green” continuum in which the “human” is but one life form
among many? Exploring how both critical thought along with cultural practice have reacted to this
radical repositioning, Cary Wolfe—one of the founding figures in the field of animal studies and
posthumanist theory—ranges across bioethics, cognitive science, animal ethics, gender, and
disability to develop a theoretical and philosophical approach responsive to our changing
understanding of ourselves and our world. Then, in performing posthumanist readings of such
diverse works as Temple Grandin’s writings, Wallace Stevens’s poetry, Lars von Trier’s Dancer in
the Dark, the architecture of Diller+Scofidio, and David Byrne and Brian Eno’s My Life in the Bush
of Ghosts, he shows how this philosophical sensibility can transform art and culture. For Wolfe, a



vibrant, rigorous posthumanism is vital for addressing questions of ethics and justice, language and
trans-species communication, social systems and their inclusions and exclusions, and the intellectual
aspirations of interdisciplinarity. In What Is Posthumanism? he carefully distinguishes
posthumanism from transhumanism (the biotechnological enhancement of human beings) and
narrow definitions of the posthuman as the hoped-for transcendence of materiality. In doing so,
Wolfe reveals that it is humanism, not the human in all its embodied and prosthetic complexity, that
is left behind in posthumanist thought.
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