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Dog Training with the Touch: Unlocking Communication Through Gentle Contact

Dog training with the touch is an often overlooked yet profoundly effective method to enhance
communication between you and your furry companion. This approach goes beyond verbal
commands and treats, tapping into the subtle language of physical connection. Whether you’re
teaching basic obedience, calming a nervous pup, or strengthening your bond, incorporating touch
can transform the training experience into something deeply rewarding and intuitive.

Understanding the Power of Touch in Dog Training

Touch is one of the earliest forms of communication dogs experience. From the gentle nuzzle of a
mother to the playful pawing of a sibling, physical contact is ingrained in canine social behavior. When
used thoughtfully in training, touch can convey reassurance, guidance, and praise in ways that words
alone cannot.

Why Touch Matters More Than You Think

Dogs are incredibly sensitive to tactile stimuli. The way you touch your dog can either calm them or
heighten their excitement or anxiety. For example, a soft stroke along the side or a gentle pressure
on the shoulder can signal safety and encourage focus. On the other hand, abrupt or harsh touches
may confuse or frighten your dog, undermining your training efforts.

Moreover, touch can serve as a non-verbal cue during training sessions. Many trainers use specific
types of touch to mark correct behaviors, complementing verbal commands or hand signals. Over
time, dogs learn to associate these touches with positive outcomes, which helps reinforce good
habits.

Techniques for Effective Dog Training with the Touch

Integrating touch into your dog training routine doesn’t require specialized equipment—just
awareness and consistency. Here are some proven techniques that highlight the use of touch to foster
learning and trust.

Using Touch as a Marker for Correct Behavior

One way to incorporate touch is to use a consistent, gentle tap or stroke immediately after your dog
performs the desired action. This tactile marker signals, “Yes, that’s right!” For example, when
teaching your dog to sit, you might gently press down on their rump to guide them into position, then
follow up with a soothing pat once they comply.



This method can be especially helpful for dogs who respond better to physical cues than to spoken
words. It also aids dogs that are hearing-impaired or less motivated by treats.

Calming Touch to Reduce Anxiety and Improve Focus

Many dogs become distracted or stressed during training, which can hinder progress. Here, a calming
touch—such as slow, gentle strokes along the chest or a light massage behind the ears—can soothe
nerves and help your dog concentrate.

This approach is rooted in canine body language studies showing that certain types of touch release
oxytocin, the “bonding hormone,” promoting relaxation. Using calming touch before or during training
sessions can create a positive learning environment and deepen your connection.

Guiding with Hands: Physical Cue Training

Sometimes, touch serves as a guiding tool. For example, you can use your hand to gently steer your
dog in a particular direction or to position their body during specific commands. This hands-on
guidance is especially useful with puppies or dogs new to training, as it physically demonstrates what
you expect.

Over time, as your dog becomes familiar with the commands, you can phase out the physical
guidance, relying more on verbal cues and gestures.

Incorporating Touch into Different Training Scenarios

Dog training with the touch can be adapted to various types of training, from basic obedience to
behavior modification and even advanced skills.

Basic Obedience Training

When teaching foundational commands like sit, stay, come, or down, touch can be a powerful
reinforcement tool. For example, a gentle hand press on the back can encourage a sit, while a
reassuring stroke can reward compliance. Combining touch with treats and praise creates a multi-
sensory learning experience that caters to different canine learning styles.

Training Nervous or Reactive Dogs

Dogs who are fearful or reactive may benefit greatly from touch-based training techniques. Because
these dogs often struggle with verbal commands alone, calm and consistent physical contact can help
ground them. Techniques such as “pressure touch” — gently applying steady pressure to the body —
can have a calming effect similar to a comforting hug.



However, it’s essential to approach touch-based training with sensitivity, ensuring your dog is
comfortable with physical contact and respecting their boundaries.

Enhancing Agility and Advanced Training

In more advanced training, such as agility or service dog work, touch can be used for subtle
communication during complex tasks. Trainers often use light touches or taps to signal changes in
direction or to encourage speed without interrupting the flow of activity. This form of communication
can improve precision and responsiveness.

Building a Stronger Bond Through Touch

One of the most beautiful outcomes of dog training with the touch is the enriched relationship it
fosters. Dogs are emotionally perceptive and often crave physical connection with their humans.
When training includes thoughtful, positive touch, it deepens trust and mutual respect.

Tips for Using Touch Mindfully in Training

Be consistent: Use the same types of touch for specific commands or cues to avoid confusing
your dog.

Observe your dog’s reactions: Not all dogs enjoy the same kind of touch. Pay attention to
body language and adjust accordingly.

Combine touch with other cues: Pair touch with verbal commands or hand signals to
reinforce learning.

Keep touch positive: Avoid using touch as punishment; it should always be associated with
encouragement and support.

Practice regularly: Integrate touch into daily interactions to normalize it and strengthen your
bond.

Potential Challenges and How to Overcome Them

While dog training with the touch offers many benefits, it’s important to acknowledge potential
challenges. Some dogs may initially resist physical contact due to past trauma, fear, or temperament.
In such cases, patience and gradual desensitization are key.

Start with very gentle, brief touches paired with treats and praise to build positive associations. If



unsure, consulting a professional dog trainer or behaviorist who understands touch-based training can
provide personalized guidance.

Additionally, it’s crucial to maintain hygiene and safety during physical contact, especially when
working with multiple dogs or in public spaces.

Why Touch-Based Training Complements Traditional
Methods

Dog training with the touch doesn’t replace traditional techniques but complements them beautifully.
While treats, verbal commands, and clickers remain valuable tools, adding touch creates a richer,
more nuanced communication channel.

Many dogs respond differently to various stimuli; touch can engage those who might not be as
motivated by food rewards or verbal praise alone. It also helps build a deeper emotional connection,
making training sessions more enjoyable and effective.

Incorporating touch into training routines can make your dog more attentive, reduce stress, and
foster a harmonious partnership that lasts a lifetime.

As you explore this tactile approach, remember that every dog is unique. Pay attention to your
companion’s preferences and comfort levels, and let the power of gentle, intentional touch guide you
both toward success.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is 'dog training with the touch' method?
The 'dog training with the touch' method involves using gentle physical touch, such as tapping or
petting, as a cue or reward to communicate and reinforce desired behaviors in dogs.

How does touch help in dog training?
Touch can create a calming effect, build trust, and serve as a clear, non-verbal signal that helps dogs
understand commands and feel rewarded, enhancing the training process.

Can touch be used as a primary training tool for all dogs?
While many dogs respond well to touch, some may be sensitive or reactive to it. It's important to
assess each dog's comfort level and use touch appropriately and gently.

What types of touch are most effective in dog training?
Light petting, gentle tapping, or a soft hand squeeze are commonly used touches that convey positive
reinforcement without causing discomfort or stress to the dog.



How can I incorporate touch into obedience training?
You can pair touch with verbal commands or treats, using it as a marker for correct behavior. For
example, a gentle tap on the shoulder when the dog sits can reinforce the action.

Is touch training suitable for puppies?
Yes, touch training is especially effective with puppies as it helps them become accustomed to human
contact and builds a foundation of trust and communication early on.

Are there risks associated with training dogs using touch?
If not done carefully, touch can be misinterpreted or cause anxiety, especially in dogs with past
trauma. It's important to use gentle, positive touch and observe the dog's reactions.

How does touch training compare to using treats or clickers?
Touch training offers a physical and emotional connection that treats or clickers may lack, helping to
strengthen the bond between dog and trainer while still serving as an effective reinforcement
method.

Can touch be combined with other training techniques?
Absolutely. Touch can be integrated with verbal commands, treats, and clicker training to create a
multi-sensory approach that caters to the dog's preferences and enhances learning outcomes.

Additional Resources
Dog Training with the Touch: An Analytical Perspective on Tactile Communication in Canine Behavior

dog training with the touch has emerged as an intriguing method within the broader spectrum of
canine behavior modification techniques. Unlike traditional training approaches that rely heavily on
verbal commands, clickers, or food rewards, this method emphasizes the strategic use of physical
contact to influence a dog’s response. As dog owners and trainers continuously seek more effective
and empathetic ways to communicate with their pets, understanding the nuances and efficacy of
tactile training becomes essential.

Understanding Dog Training with the Touch

Dog training with the touch involves using deliberate physical gestures—ranging from gentle taps to
sustained pressure—to communicate commands, reinforce behaviors, or calm a dog. This form of
communication taps into the canine’s innate sensitivity to touch, which plays a significant role in
social bonding and emotional regulation among dogs in natural settings.

Unlike aversive physical methods that involve punishment or dominance, tactile training focuses on
positive, controlled touch that aims to build trust and clarity. The approach is rooted in the



understanding that dogs, like humans, respond to touch cues, which can serve as a non-verbal
language enhancing the human-animal bond.

The Science Behind Tactile Communication in Dogs

Research in animal behavior highlights that dogs possess sensitive mechanoreceptors in their skin,
enabling them to detect pressure, vibration, and texture. These receptors play a vital role in how dogs
interact socially. For example, grooming and nuzzling among dogs involve specific touch patterns that
convey reassurance and social hierarchy.

Neurobiological studies reveal that positive touch increases oxytocin levels in dogs, the hormone
closely associated with bonding and stress reduction. This hormonal response supports the premise
that tactile cues can be effective in calming dogs during training sessions, thereby improving learning
outcomes.

Methods and Techniques in Touch-Based Dog Training

Various techniques comprise dog training with the touch, each with distinct purposes and
applications:

Pressure Touch: Applying gentle yet firm pressure on certain body parts (e.g., shoulders or
chest) to guide or steady a dog.

Tap or Pat Signals: Quick taps used as markers to signal commands or to redirect attention.

Hand-over-Hand Guidance: Physically guiding a dog’s movement to demonstrate desired
actions.

Calming Touch: Slow, rhythmic strokes to soothe anxious or hyperactive dogs.

Each method requires careful timing and consistency to ensure the dog associates the touch with
specific behaviors or emotions.

Comparing Touch-Based Training with Other Training
Modalities

In the landscape of dog training, tactile communication offers a contrast to dominant paradigms such
as positive reinforcement through treats or verbal commands. While food rewards are effective in
motivating many dogs, they can sometimes create dependency or distraction. Verbal commands, on
the other hand, may be less effective with hearing-impaired dogs or in noisy environments.

Touch-based training fills a unique niche by providing a silent, direct, and immediate form of



feedback. For example, in service dog training or working dog contexts where verbal commands may
be impractical, tactile signals can offer subtle yet clear communication.

However, tactile training requires a nuanced understanding of canine body language to avoid
misinterpretation. Incorrect or overly forceful touch can lead to fear or aggression, undermining the
training process. Therefore, touch training is often best used in conjunction with other positive
reinforcement strategies, forming a holistic training regimen.

Pros and Cons of Dog Training with the Touch

Pros:

Enhances non-verbal communication, especially for dogs with hearing impairments.

Can improve bond and trust through gentle, reassuring contact.

Useful in environments where verbal commands are ineffective.

May reduce stress by leveraging calming touch techniques.

Cons:

Risk of miscommunication if the handler’s touch is inconsistent or misapplied.

Not suitable for all dogs, especially those with touch sensitivities or trauma.

Requires significant skill and patience from the trainer.

May not entirely replace other training methods, limiting its standalone effectiveness.

Integrating Touch Training into Daily Dog Care

For dog owners interested in exploring dog training with the touch, gradual integration into daily
interactions is recommended. Starting with simple, positive touch signals during calm moments can
help the dog associate touch with safety and communication.

Examples include:

Using a gentle tap on the side to signal a “come” command.



Applying a soft hand on the shoulder to encourage sitting or focus.

Employing calming strokes during moments of stress, such as thunderstorms or vet visits.

Consistency and observation are key. Owners should pay attention to the dog’s responses, adjusting
the pressure and location of touch accordingly.

Training Tips for Effective Use of Touch

Observe Your Dog’s Preferences: Some dogs enjoy and respond well to touch, while others1.
may be more sensitive.

Pair Touch with Rewards: Combine tactile cues with treats or praise to reinforce positive2.
associations.

Be Consistent: Use the same touch signals for specific commands to build clear3.
communication.

Stay Calm and Patient: Dogs pick up on handler emotions; calm touch is more effective.4.

Seek Professional Guidance: For complex behavioral issues, consult certified trainers5.
experienced in tactile methods.

Future Outlook and Research Directions

As canine behavioral science advances, dog training with the touch is gaining increasing attention in
both academic and practical domains. Emerging technologies, such as wearable haptic devices, are
exploring ways to enhance tactile communication between humans and dogs, potentially
revolutionizing training methodologies.

Moreover, further empirical research is needed to quantify the effectiveness of touch-based training
across different breeds, ages, and temperaments. Understanding individual variation will be critical to
tailoring tactile approaches to maximize benefits and minimize risks.

In parallel, integrating touch with other sensory cues—visual, auditory, and olfactory—could pave the
way for multi-modal training paradigms that respect the complexity of canine perception.

The role of touch in dog training represents a promising frontier, offering a subtle yet profound way to
deepen the human-canine connection beyond words and treats. As trainers and owners explore this
tactile language, they may unlock new pathways to harmonious and effective communication.



Dog Training With The Touch

  dog training with the touch: Right on Target Mandy Book, Cheryl S. Smith, 2006 Target
training rewards your dog for touching your hand, a target stick or just about any object you choose
to help shape the behavior you want. A fun and useful skill for the family dog or dog sport
competitor.
  dog training with the touch: Beyond the Lure: How to Train Dogs Gaby Dufresne-Cyr,
Want a simple yet powerful way to improve your dog's focus, confidence, and responsiveness?
Teaching Your Dog to Touch is your step-by-step guide to introducing and mastering the touch
behavior—where your dog reliably targets your hand or an object with their nose. This booklet
breaks down the training process into clear, easy-to-follow steps, using science-based techniques
that go beyond food lures. Whether you're building a foundation for recall, strengthening
engagement, or adding a fun trick to your dog's skillset, this protocol sets the stage for effective,
positive communication. Perfect for dog owners, trainers, and canine enthusiasts, Teaching Your
Dog to Touch helps you create a stronger bond with your dog—one touch at a time.
  dog training with the touch: The Joy of Dog Training Kyra Sundance, 2020 The Joy of Dog
Training is an engaging and interactive guide for training your dog by teaching them 30
fundamental tricks.
  dog training with the touch: Dog Training For Dummies Jack Volhard, Wendy Volhard,
2010-06-22 Make training fun and effective This friendly guide shows you how to select the right
training method for your dog, based on his unique personality, to reach your desired goals. Whether
you want to teach Buddy to sit or master retrieving, you'll get expert training tips and techniques for
you and your dog — to ensure a mutually respectful relationship with your four-legged friend.
Concentrate on canines — discover why your dog acts the way she does, understand her nutritional
needs, and ready yourself for the task of training your dog Prep for your pup — prepare your home
for your puppy's arrival, discover the importance of socialization, and get started on housetraining
Put your best paw forward — teach basic commands like Sit, Stay, and Down, and get the scoop on
how to deal with doggie don'ts like chewing, digging, and excessive barking Take training to the
next level — get involved in organized dog activities and competitions, where you'll both show off
impressive tricks like retrieving, figure 8s, and much more Open the book and find: Step-by-step
instructions for teaching your dog basic commands Helpful advice on crate training Safe ways to
address aggression and separation anxiety Tips for teaching Buddy to behave himself around people
and other dogs Techniques to keep your senior dog feeling young Health issues that can interfere
with training Experts to turn to for training help Learn to: Use positive reinforcement as an effective
teaching tool Select the gear you need for training success Teach the basics including Sit, Stay, and
Down Eliminate unwanted behavior
  dog training with the touch: Dog Training For Dummies Wendy Volhard, Mary Ann
Rombold-Zeigenfuse, 2020-03-18 Make your buddy a top dog for life, be your Best Friend’s “Friend,”
by training together. Obedience training is one of the most important aspects of raising a dog. In
fact, a well-trained dog is a FREE dog! Why? Because a trained dog requires fewer restrictions. The
more reliable the dog, the more freedom he is given. Dog Training for Dummies shows dog owners
how to select the right training method for their puppy, adult, or senior dog. Whether you want to
teach Buddy to sit or master retrieving, this hands-on guide provides training to ensure a mutually
respectful relationship with your four-legged family members. Eliminate unwanted behavior Find
step-by-step instruction on basic commands Strengthen your bond with your dog Build
communication, understanding, and mutual respect Based on positive reinforcement, trust, and
obedience, the tips and tricks inside will help you bring out the very best in your beloved pet.
  dog training with the touch: The Dog Trainer's Complete Guide to a Happy,
Well-Behaved Pet Jolanta Benal, 2025-09-23 If you want to raise a happy dog who loves to play and
cuddle--but still comes when called and doesn't chew up your favorite shoes--you need Jolanta
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Benal's The Dog Trainer's Complete Guide to a Happy, Well-Behaved Pet. Jolanta's dog-training
philosophy is simple: playful, rewards-based training fosters sociable, polite behavior that is the
hallmark of a likeable dog. Harsh, outdated prong collars and choke chains do not. Whether you've
just welcomed a new puppy into your life, or are facing some struggles with an already beloved
family member, Jolanta has sound advice on everything you want to know, including: • How to
housetrain your dog for good • How to read your dog's body language • How to avoid common
training mistakes and fix the ones you've already made Jolanta's warm, funny tone and encouraging
conversational style will teach you to raise the most loving and best-behaved pooch on the block.
  dog training with the touch: The Wonder of Clicker Training James M. Meagher,
2015-03-12 Tired of dog training methods that just don't work? Still paying for those costly
obedience lessons that have little effects on your pet? Introducing Click Training – an amazing
training protocol that has achieved almost miraculous results. It is equally useful and effective in
young puppies and older, adult dogs. Clicker training provides a pleasant and positive way to
effectively teach animals new behaviors. It is based on positive reinforcements, unlike the
older-school methodology, which involved negative reinforcement and punishment techniques.
Perhaps the most wonderful thing about clicker training is that it can be easily learned and used by
anyone – professional trainers or non-professional pet owners! That's what The Wonder of Clicker
Training can help. Here's what you'll discover in this book: - What is clicker training and how to use
it for the first time... - Simple ways to capture your pet's good behavior with a clicker... - Time tested
strategies to master the art of targeting... - Step-by-step instructions to use a clicker to teach your
pet specific behaviors... - How to effectively use verbal and non-verbal signals... - Things you should
NEVER do when it comes to clicker training... - Common myths about clicker training... - How to use
clicker training during your daily routines... - Frequently Asked Questions & Answers about clicker
training... - And much more...
  dog training with the touch: Military Dog Training and Employment U.S. Army,
1960-04-28 FM 20-20 This 1960 field manual provides a comprehensive overview of the selection,
care, and training of dogs for military use as sentry or scout dogs. Detailed methods, equipment, and
training instruction specifics are covered at great length such that one could read this book and then
train a dog the same way the US Army does. The manual goes in-depth on a variety of topics, such as
selection procedures, daily dog care, health matters, feeding/housing, and way to train the dog
specific commands for various roles. The techniques presented are both sound and simple to
understand. .This manual is a wealth of information for any dog handler or trainer interested in
military-style methods.
  dog training with the touch: The Dog Tricks and Training Workbook, Revised and
Expanded Kyra Sundance, 2025-03-18 The Dog Tricks and Training Workbook, Revised and
Expanded complements Kyra’s best-selling 101 Dog Tricks, offering 4 levels, 30 tricks, and review
quizzes and evaluations at the end of each level.
  dog training with the touch: The Dog Trainer's Resource 2 Mychelle Blake, 2008-07 When the
first volume of The Dog Trainer's Resource was published in 2007, it became a resounding success
among professional dog trainers and behaviorists. It also introduced a new generation of dog
trainers to the profession and started them on the road to success with information from experts in
the field. This new volume, The Dog Trainer's Resource 2, contains more cutting edge information
collected from dog training's most influential magazine, The APDT Chronicle of the Dog, published
by the Association of Pet Dog Trainers. Subjects covered in this book range from puppy training and
socialization to working with veterinarians and how to run the business end of the leash. A special
emphasis in this volume is on behavior problems including how to diagnose problem behaviors,
training, and management strategies. It includes detailed case studies that give the reader insights
from experts. Both new and seasoned dog trainers will benefit from the 73 articles written by 43
authors.
  dog training with the touch: Secrets of a Dog Trainer Victoria Schade, 2014-06-10 Fast and
easy fixes for common dog problems As the owner of a puppy, professional dog trainer Victoria



Schade is well aware how easily things can go awry. Frustration, confusion, and a basic lack of
knowledge can make even a simple behavior problem blossom into something huge and??unwieldy.
Now, in Secrets of a Dog Trainer, she gives pet parents a trainer's point of view, explaining why dog
owners' instinctual reactions to their dogs' bad behaviors may not be the most successful. In an
engaging, approachable way, she helps you understand trainer think — which stems from dog think.
Explains why a quick fix—or not doing things the dog trainer way—can lead to bigger problems in
the future Illustrates how a typical layperson's response can negatively impact the dog's behavior in
the long term Presents the dog trainer solution for coping with common dog problems, explaining
how, when executed properly, these solutions provide predictable, positive outcomes If you're a new
puppy parent, or a veteran owner with a dog exhibiting behavior issues, Secrets of a Dog Trainer
gives you the tricks of the trade for raising a happy, well-mannered dog.
  dog training with the touch: Positive Training for Show Dogs Vicki Ronchette, 2007-08 The
first book to focus on how to work with your show dog as your partner to get outstanding results in
the ring by using positive reinforcement methods including clicker training and lure/reward
methods. Written by a dog show person for dog show people!
  dog training with the touch: Awesome Puppy: Activities & Training to Make Your Puppy
an Awesome Dog Ray Lincoln, Emma Lincoln, 2011-09 Two canine psychology specialists who love
pampering dogs share their secrets for developing the canine mind while having fun.
  dog training with the touch: 1000 Best Dog Training Secrets Robyn Achey, Bill Gorton,
2006-07-01 As every dog owner knows, it takes a lot of time and patience to train a dog--whether
she's a puppy or an adult dog learning new behaviors. 1000 Best Dog Training Secrets is packed full
of useful training tips for new and seasoned dog owners from two experts in the field. The
easy-to-follow advice covers everything from basic skills to socialization, obedience training,
manners, tricks and more. Robyn Achey and William Gorton, owners and operators of Tall Tails
Training & K-9 Education school in New England, offer insight into handling dogs at all stages of
development from brand new puppy to geriatric, so it's never too late to get started. You will learn
about: -- Establishing leadership -- Socialization--learning from human leaders -- Obedience training
-- Developing life skills -- Teaching manners -- Dog etiquette -- Behavior problem prevention &
solutions -- Toys, games & leisure activities
  dog training with the touch: Genealogy of Obedience Justyna Wlodarczyk, 2018-08-27 In
Genealogy of Obedience Justyna Włodarczyk provides a long overdue look at the history of
companion dog training methods in North America since the mid-nineteenth century, when the
market of popular training handbooks emerged. Włodarczyk argues that changes in the functions
and goals of dog training are entangled in bigger cultural discourses; with a particular focus on how
animal training has served as a field for playing out anxieties related to race, class and gender in
North America. By applying a Foucauldian genealogical perspective, the book shows how changes in
training methods correlate with shifts in dominant regimes of power. It traces the rise and fall of
obedience as a category for conceptualizing relationships with dogs.
  dog training with the touch: Dog Training & Dog Tricks Tammie Rogers, 2014-08-15 Whether
your dog is a Snoopy or an Air Bud, this is your go-to guide for training them. Have you ever gone to
the park and gazed enviously as the nearby yellow lab obediently followed his owner's commands?
Have you endured the keen sting of public embarrassment as your Chihuahua deemed it appropriate
to mark a stranger's leg? Or perhaps your dog is completely housetrained, but you're hoping to take
it to the next level with some competition-worthy talents. If you nodded at any of the above, this
book is for you. Written by professional dog-training instructor Tammie Rogers, Dog Training &
Tricks (previously 4-H Guide to Dog Training & Dog Tricks) is a fully illustrated, easy-to-follow guide
for teaching your dog everything he needs to know from how to sit down to how to turn off the
lights. Strengthen your bond with your pup as you train him to follow confident commands drawn
from three training methods: the Social Compliance Method, the Incentive Method, and the
Comprehensive Method. Rogers' clear, reader-friendly instructions are illustrated with step-by-step,
full-color photos so you can easily follow along. Teach your young canine the basics of social



manners; prepare your dog for competition through comprehensive obedience-trial exercises; or skip
the formalities altogether and get straight to the tricks: jumping through hoops, crawling through
tunnels, taking clothes out of the dryer, and more. With Dog Training & Tricks, you and your dog can
master some truly amazing feats--and have fun in the process.
  dog training with the touch: The Ethical Dog Trainer Jim Barry, 2008 Dog trainers face
ethical decisions all the time. Learn how to think through these situations using this systematic
approach developed by Jim Barry, an attorney-turned-dog-trainer, and make decisions you can live
with.
  dog training with the touch: Right on Target Mandy Book, Cheryl Smith, 2006-02 Teaching
a dog to follow a target is the best way to train both simple and complicated behaviors. Targeting is
useful for everything from training the family dog to competitive obedience and agility. The detailed
instructions in this book will deliver outstanding results! Save your back, work at a distance, or get
tricky parts of the dog, such as the back feet, moving the way you want them to move. You'll learn
how to train your dog to target your hand, a contact disk or a target stick, then utilize targets to
build complex behaviors. Teaches you how to break down a behavior into easily trainable steps.
Target training can be used for at-home manners, therapy dog work, canine sports, or to teach
tricks. Targeting can help you get to your goal no matter what it is!
  dog training with the touch: Teaching Beginners to Speak English Nona Rodee, 1923
  dog training with the touch: Forever Home Mike Deathe, 2016-05-24 Writing this book has
been a challenge and a pleasure all at the same time. As I read and edit it (for what seems the 150th
time), I realize it is way more than a book on how to be a great shelter volunteer. It is really a book
about dogs, dog training and the ability to relate to your dog without malice, over the top control or
even dominance. I am very proud of the ideas here, and really hope that all the people that read this
book rush out to their local shelter, sign up as a volunteer and make a difference. I also realize this
book has the potential to help people inside their own home with their own dogs, leading to a
happier home for everyone involved. Even at the time of writing this last chapter, I have no idea
what the title of the book will be. It was originally to be titled So You Want to Be a Shelter
Volunteer, but in looking at the final product I think it covers way more than that. <br><br> I can
only hope that you, the reader, agree. I ask you to take this information, share it, find someone to
help or maybe even decide to go out and join the group of us that are lucky enough to work with
dogs and their owners for a living. (Dog Trainer is really not accurate, since we are first and
foremost people trainers!) Every author thinks, or at least hopes, that everything they write will be
thought of as a masterpiece! I hold no such hopes. I know there are as many different ways to train a
dog as there are types of dogs in the world. Rather, I hope you found a nugget or two in this book
that you cannot wait to try. Thank you for supporting Keep it Simple Stupid (KISS) Dog Training and
go out and make a difference with your own dog or others' dogs. In the end, it is all about saving
more dogs and finding them their forever homes. I hope you find few ideas to try along the way.
<b>Mike Deathe</b> CPDT-KA
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