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**Dietrich Bonhoeffer The Cost of Discipleship: A Deep Dive into Faith and Commitment**

dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship is more than just a phrase—it encapsulates a
profound exploration of what it truly means to follow Christ. Written by the German theologian and
pastor Dietrich Bonhoeffer during a tumultuous period in history, this book challenges readers to
reconsider the nature of discipleship beyond comfortable Christianity. Bonhoeffer’s insights remain
remarkably relevant today, inspiring believers around the world to confront the demands, sacrifices,
and radical obedience that authentic faith requires.

Understanding Dietrich Bonhoeffer and His Historical
Context

To fully appreciate dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship, it’s essential to understand the
man behind the book. Dietrich Bonhoeffer lived during the rise of Nazi Germany and witnessed
firsthand the moral and spiritual crises that unfolded. His theological reflections were deeply
influenced by the context of oppression, injustice, and the need for courageous resistance.

Bonhoeffer was not an armchair theologian; he put his beliefs into action, becoming involved in the
German resistance and ultimately paying with his life. His writings reflect a theology that is lived
out, not just studied—a theology of action and costly grace.

The Meaning of Discipleship in Bonhoeffer’s Eyes

For Bonhoeffer, discipleship was not merely about intellectual assent or religious ritual. It was a call
to follow Jesus Christ with total commitment. This meant embracing a life of obedience, sacrifice,
and humility, which often went against societal norms and personal comfort.

He made a clear distinction between what he termed “cheap grace” and “costly grace”:

- **Cheap grace**: Grace without repentance, without the cross, and without discipleship. It is grace
that allows Christians to live comfortably without real transformation.
- **Costly grace**: Grace that demands a response, a willingness to suffer and follow Christ fully.

This concept is central to understanding the core message of *The Cost of Discipleship*.

Key Themes in Dietrich Bonhoeffer The Cost of
Discipleship

Bonhoeffer’s book is rich with theological and practical insights. Here are some of the most
important themes that continue to resonate with readers:



1. The Call to Radical Obedience

Bonhoeffer insists that true discipleship means obeying Jesus’s commands explicitly. This obedience
isn’t selective or convenient but radical and total. He critiques modern Christianity for often diluting
the call to follow Christ, urging believers to live as Jesus did—even if it means suffering or
persecution.

2. The Danger of Cheap Grace

One of Bonhoeffer's most famous warnings is against cheap grace. He argues that grace without the
cross leads to a shallow faith that tolerates sin and complacency. Instead, grace should lead to
transformation and a willingness to take up one’s cross daily.

3. The Cost of Discipleship in Community

Bonhoeffer acknowledges that discipleship is not a solitary journey but one lived out in community.
The church should be a place where believers support one another in the costly path of following
Christ. This communal aspect includes accountability, shared sacrifice, and mutual encouragement.

4. The Role of Suffering and Sacrifice

Following Christ, Bonhoeffer stresses, will inevitably involve suffering. Rather than avoiding pain,
disciples are called to embrace it as part of their identification with Christ. This suffering refines
faith and deepens reliance on God.

Why Dietrich Bonhoeffer The Cost of Discipleship
Matters Today

In today’s world, where comfort and convenience often take precedence, Bonhoeffer’s message is a
stark reminder of what it means to be a true follower of Jesus. The book challenges modern
Christians to move beyond surface-level faith and to live with intentionality and courage.

How Bonhoeffer’s Teachings Can Influence Modern Faith

- **Encouraging Authenticity**: Many people struggle with balancing faith and everyday life.
Bonhoeffer’s emphasis on costly grace calls believers to authenticity and integrity.
- **Inspiring Moral Courage**: In a culture that often promotes individualism and moral relativism,
Bonhoeffer’s life and writings inspire believers to stand firm against injustice.
- **Fostering Community**: His insights on Christian community remind us that discipleship
happens best in relationship, encouraging believers to support one another.



- **Promoting Active Faith**: Bonhoeffer’s theology is an antidote to passivity, urging Christians to
put faith into practice through acts of love, service, and sacrifice.

Practical Lessons from Dietrich Bonhoeffer The Cost of
Discipleship

Reading *The Cost of Discipleship* isn’t just an intellectual exercise; it can transform the way
believers approach their faith daily. Here are some practical takeaways:

Examine your commitment: Are you willing to follow Christ fully, even when it’s difficult?

Reject cheap grace: Avoid treating grace as a license to live comfortably without
transformation.

Engage deeply with Scripture: Let Jesus’s teachings shape your decisions and lifestyle.

Build meaningful Christian community: Seek relationships that challenge and support
your faith journey.

Embrace sacrifice: Understand that suffering and hardship can be part of faithful
discipleship.

Applying Bonhoeffer’s Ideas in Daily Life

Bonhoeffer’s message calls for concrete action. For example, standing against injustice in your
workplace, helping those marginalized in society, or simply living with integrity in small, everyday
decisions all reflect costly discipleship. It’s about living a faith that is visible and impactful.

The Legacy of Dietrich Bonhoeffer and His Enduring
Impact

Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s influence extends far beyond his lifetime. His writings, particularly *The Cost
of Discipleship*, continue to shape Christian thought, inspiring countless believers to embrace a
faith marked by courage and conviction. His example as a theologian who acted on his beliefs during
one of history’s darkest eras makes his words resonate deeply.

Many seminaries, churches, and Christian leaders today reference Bonhoeffer’s work when
discussing discipleship, ethics, and resistance to evil. His life story and theological reflections
remind us that faith is not just about comfort or status—it’s about a transformative journey that
often requires great personal cost.



---

Exploring dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship invites us to reconsider what it means to
truly follow Jesus. It’s a call to move beyond superficial faith and to embrace the challenging, yet
deeply rewarding path of discipleship. Whether you’re a lifelong Christian or someone curious about
faith, Bonhoeffer’s insights offer a powerful invitation to live with purpose, courage, and grace.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Dietrich Bonhoeffer's 'The Cost
of Discipleship'?
The central theme of 'The Cost of Discipleship' is the call to genuine Christian discipleship,
emphasizing costly grace over cheap grace and urging believers to follow Jesus wholeheartedly,
even if it involves suffering or sacrifice.

How does Bonhoeffer define 'cheap grace' in 'The Cost of
Discipleship'?
Bonhoeffer defines 'cheap grace' as grace without discipleship, without the cross, without Jesus
Christ, meaning grace that is received without repentance and transformation, which he critiques as
a dangerous and misleading approach to Christianity.

Why does Bonhoeffer emphasize 'costly grace' in his book?
Bonhoeffer emphasizes 'costly grace' because it requires a believer to actively follow Christ, take up
their cross, and live in obedience, which involves sacrifice and commitment, contrasting it with the
prevalent notion of grace as a free pass without responsibility.

How does 'The Cost of Discipleship' relate to Bonhoeffer's own
life and resistance to Nazi Germany?
Bonhoeffer’s call for authentic discipleship and costly grace deeply influenced his involvement in the
German resistance against the Nazi regime, leading him to oppose injustice actively and ultimately
resulting in his martyrdom.

What role does obedience play in Bonhoeffer's concept of
discipleship?
Obedience is fundamental in Bonhoeffer’s concept of discipleship; he argues that true discipleship
requires following Jesus' commands faithfully, not merely believing intellectually but living out faith
through concrete actions.



How does Bonhoeffer interpret the Sermon on the Mount in
'The Cost of Discipleship'?
Bonhoeffer interprets the Sermon on the Mount as a call to radical discipleship, presenting it as the
true standard for Christian living that demands total commitment and a transformative ethic that
goes beyond legalistic or superficial religion.

What impact has 'The Cost of Discipleship' had on modern
Christian thought?
'The Cost of Discipleship' has significantly influenced modern Christian thought by challenging
believers to embrace costly grace, inspiring movements focused on authentic faith, ethical living,
and social justice within Christianity.

Can 'The Cost of Discipleship' be applied to contemporary
Christian life? If so, how?
'The Cost of Discipleship' remains relevant today by encouraging Christians to live authentically,
prioritize obedience to Christ, and be willing to face challenges and sacrifices for their faith in a
world often hostile to Christian values.

Additional Resources
Dietrich Bonhoeffer The Cost of Discipleship: An Analytical Review

dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship stands as one of the most profound theological
works of the 20th century, challenging believers to reconsider the true meaning of following Christ.
Written during a period of intense political turmoil and personal risk, Bonhoeffer’s reflections delve
into the radical demands of Christian discipleship, contrasting what he terms “cheap grace” with
costly grace. This article explores the core themes, historical context, and enduring relevance of
Bonhoeffer’s seminal work, providing an investigative and professional analysis that caters to
scholars, theologians, and readers interested in Christian ethics and philosophy.

Understanding the Context of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s
The Cost of Discipleship

The backdrop against which dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship was written is crucial to
appreciating its depth. Bonhoeffer, a German Lutheran pastor and theologian, authored this book in
the late 1930s, a time when Nazi Germany was tightening its grip on society. His involvement in
resistance movements and eventual martyrdom lend a powerful authenticity to his call for radical
obedience to Christ. Far from a purely theological treatise, the book reflects Bonhoeffer’s lived
experience, blending academic rigor with practical application.

The book originally published in German under the title “Nachfolge” (Discipleship), distinguishes
between “cheap grace” — the grace that permits believers to avoid the burdens of following Jesus —



and “costly grace,” which demands sacrifice, suffering, and transformation. This dichotomy remains
central to the discourse on Christian living and ethics.

Core Themes in Dietrich Bonhoeffer The Cost of
Discipleship

Bonhoeffer’s work unfolds several key themes that challenge both individual believers and the
institutional church.

Cheap Grace vs. Costly Grace

At the heart of the book lies a critical examination of grace. Bonhoeffer argues that “cheap grace” is
grace without discipleship, without the cross, and without Jesus Christ. It is grace that excuses sin
and offers forgiveness without repentance. This, according to Bonhoeffer, is a distortion that has
crept into modern Christianity, diluting the transformative power of faith.

In contrast, “costly grace” is grace that compels believers to surrender their lives in active
obedience to Christ. It involves a radical, sometimes dangerous, commitment. Bonhoeffer’s
insistence on costly grace challenges the reader to consider the personal and social costs of true
discipleship.

The Call to Radical Obedience

Another prominent theme is the call for radical obedience. Bonhoeffer criticizes the tendency of
some Christians to compartmentalize their faith, following Christ only when convenient. Instead, he
insists that discipleship is a total commitment, requiring believers to “take up their cross” daily.

This radical obedience extends beyond personal piety to social responsibility. Bonhoeffer’s own
resistance to the Nazi regime exemplified this principle, showing that discipleship involves standing
against injustice, even at great personal risk.

The Role of the Church and the Individual

Bonhoeffer also explores the tension between the individual's responsibility and the corporate
nature of the church. He sees the church not merely as an institution but as the community of
disciples called to embody Christ’s teachings. The cost of discipleship, therefore, is borne by both
individuals and the collective body of believers.

This perspective invites reflection on contemporary church practices and the extent to which faith
communities encourage or hinder authentic discipleship.



Comparative Insights: Dietrich Bonhoeffer and Other
Theological Perspectives

Comparing dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship with other theological writings reveals its
unique contribution to Christian thought.

Augustine’s Doctrine of Grace: While Augustine emphasized grace as a divine gift
necessary for salvation, Bonhoeffer’s focus is on the lived experience of grace in discipleship,
stressing ethical action over doctrinal formulation.

Martin Luther’s Theology: Luther’s concept of justification by faith laid the groundwork for
Bonhoeffer’s critique of “cheap grace.” However, Bonhoeffer pushes further by emphasizing
the costliness of grace, which entails obedience and sacrifice, not merely faith alone.

Contemporary Liberation Theology: Both Bonhoeffer and liberation theologians emphasize
social justice and resistance to oppression. Yet, Bonhoeffer’s approach is rooted deeply in the
cost of personal discipleship rather than solely systemic change.

These comparisons highlight how Bonhoeffer’s work bridges traditional theology and modern ethical
concerns, making it relevant across diverse Christian traditions.

Relevance of Dietrich Bonhoeffer The Cost of
Discipleship in Modern Times

The enduring appeal of dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship lies in its challenge to
complacency within contemporary Christianity. In an era often characterized by consumerism and
superficial spirituality, Bonhoeffer’s message serves as a stark reminder of the demands of true
faith.

Impact on Christian Ethics and Social Justice

Bonhoeffer’s insistence on costly grace and radical obedience has inspired numerous faith-based
social justice movements. His example encourages believers to engage with issues such as racial
injustice, poverty, and political oppression, underscoring the inseparability of faith and action.

Challenges for the Modern Church

Modern churches face the challenge of balancing grace with accountability. Dietrich bonhoeffer the
cost of discipleship critiques any tendency toward “cheap grace,” urging churches to foster
communities where discipleship entails real transformation and costly commitment.



Personal Spiritual Growth and Discipleship

For individual believers, Bonhoeffer’s work encourages deep introspection about one’s commitment
to Christ. It poses difficult questions about sacrifice, suffering, and the willingness to follow Jesus in
all aspects of life, beyond comfort zones.

Features and Structure of The Cost of Discipleship

The book is notable not only for its content but also for its clear and methodical structure.
Bonhoeffer systematically explores the Sermon on the Mount, connecting Jesus’ teachings to the call
for radical discipleship. This methodical approach allows readers to trace the theological and ethical
arguments with clarity.

Exegetical Depth: Detailed biblical analysis supports Bonhoeffer’s arguments, grounding his
theology in scripture.

Practical Application: Examples from Bonhoeffer’s own life and historical context illustrate
the real-world implications of discipleship.

Accessible Language: Despite its theological depth, the book remains accessible to educated
readers seeking to understand Christian discipleship more profoundly.

Pros and Cons of Engaging with Dietrich Bonhoeffer
The Cost of Discipleship

Engaging with Bonhoeffer’s text offers substantial benefits but also presents challenges.

Pros:1.

Provides a thorough and nuanced understanding of grace and discipleship.

Encourages ethical reflection and practical application of faith.

Offers historical insight into the Christian resistance in Nazi Germany.

Cons:2.

The demanding nature of Bonhoeffer’s call may be difficult for some readers to embrace
fully.



The historical context, while enriching, may require additional background knowledge
for full appreciation.

Some theological concepts may challenge traditional or more liberal interpretations of
Christianity.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s The Cost of Discipleship continues to resonate as a powerful critique of
superficial faith and a call to authentic Christian living. Its blend of theological insight, historical
significance, and ethical urgency makes it a pivotal work for anyone invested in understanding the
true cost of following Christ.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer The Cost Of Discipleship

  dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship: The Cost of Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
1995-09 Previously published: New York: Macmillan, 1959.
  dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship: The Cost of Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
2024-04-30 The Cost of Discipleship is one of the bestselling titles on the SCM Classics list and one
of the classics of modern theology. Perhaps Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s most radical book, this reading of
the Sermon on the Mount has influenced many Christians throughout the world over the last 60
years. With a foreword by Stephen Plant, Dean of Trinity Hall, Cambridge and one of the leading
Bonhoeffer scholars of our time.
  dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship: The Cost of Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
1959
  dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship: The Cost of Discipleship Bonhoeffer Dietrich,
2015-11-02 Perhaps Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s most radical book, this reading of the Sermon on the
Mount has influenced many Christians throughout the world over the last 50 years.
  dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship: The Cost of Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
2025-08-08 The Cost of Discipleship written by Dietrich Bonhoeffer, the German theologian and
anti-Nazi dissident whose life and teachings are brought to the forefront in the thrilling 2024 film
��Bonhoeffer: Pastor. Spy. Assassin��. WHEN CHRIST CALLS A MAN HE BIDS HIM COME AND
DIE ―Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship Cheap grace is the grace we bestow on
ourselves . . . the preaching of forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church
discipline, communion without confession. Cheap grace is grace without discipleship. . . . Costly
grace is the gospel which must be sought again and again, the gift which must be asked for, the door
at which a man must knock. . . .” ―Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship Dietrich
Bonhoeffer’s The Cost of Discipleship, now with new translations and transliterations. An insightful
look at grace and the path to eternal life, featuring: -New Greek, Latin, and French Translations and
Transliterations. -Original Foreword By By G. K. A. Bell, Late Bishop of Chichester; And Author
Memoir By G. Leibholz. -Newly Edited Content (Reviewed, Revised, and Refined) to Maximize
Quality Reading. A rigorously patient exposition of the Sermon on the Mount which compels the
reader to face himself, and God, in any situation. A very moving book, lived as well as written”
—Times (London) Literary Supplement Among the Flossenberg martyrs was a remarkable young
Lutheran pastor named Dietrich Bonhoeffer, who had joined the underground convinced that it was
his duty as a Christian to work for Hitler's defeat. Bonhoeffer was only 39 when he died, but he had
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already made a monumental contribution to Christian thought, which today has profound and
growing significance for both theologian and layman. Bonhoeffer's books are gaining an astonishing
popularity in the secular world. . . He is admired by people who have read his best-known books, The
Cost of Discipleship and Letters and Papers from Prison, as the example of what a modern Christian
must be. — Life Millions of readers worldwide have benefited from the profound insights presented
in The Cost of Discipleship. In this remarkable work, 20th-century Christian theologian Dietrich
Bonhoeffer asserts that “When Christ calls a man, he bids him come and die”. Drawing from the
Sermon on the Mount, Bonhoeffer offers a critical examination of the distinction between cheap
grace and costly grace. He describes cheap grace as self-bestowed, characterized by the preaching
of forgiveness without repentance, baptism without church discipline, and communion without
confession. According to Bonhoeffer, cheap grace is grace without discipleship. Conversely, he
defines costly grace as the gift that must be earnestly sought, symbolized by the door at which one
must knock. It is costly because it demands a person's life, yet it is grace because it is given by God
and provides a path to true life. The Cost of Discipleship was first published in 1936. Blue Harvest
Publishing is dedicated to introducing individuals to the revelation of Jesus Christ through the
publication of Christian content. This book is part of the Blue Harvest Publishing Classics series,
selected for its wisdom and influence. The Cost of Discipleship is an excellent addition to any
Christian library.
  dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship: Summary of Dietrich Bonhoeffer's The Cost of
Discipleship Everest Media,, 2022-05-27T22:59:00Z Please note: This is a companion version & not
the original book. Sample Book Insights: #1 Cheap grace is the deadly enemy of our Church. It is the
principle of grace as a doctrine, a principle, and a system. It means forgiveness of sins proclaimed as
a general truth, and the love of God taught as the Christian conception of God. #2 Cheap grace is
the justification of sin without the justification of the repentant sinner. It is the preaching of
forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, Communion without
confession, and absolution without personal confession. #3 Costly grace is the Incarnation of God. It
is costly because it calls us to follow Jesus Christ, and it is grace because it calls us to follow Jesus
Christ. It is costly because it condemns sin, and grace because it justifies the sinner. #4 The Church
of Rome was able to tolerate the monastic movement, and even use it to justify the secularization of
its own life. Monasticism was thus a living protest against the Church’s secularization, but the
Church was able to limit the application of the commandments of Jesus to a restricted group of
specialists.
  dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship: Bonhoeffer's the Cost of Discipleship Greg
Ligon, 1999-01-01 Shepherd's Notes- Christian Classics Series is designed to give readers a quick,
step by step overview of some of the enduring treasures of the Christian faith. They are designed to
be used along side the classic itself- either in individual study or in a study group. The faithful of all
generations have found spiritual nourishment in the Scriptures and in the works of Christians of
earlier generations. Martin Luther and John Calvin would not have become who they were apart
from their reading Augustine. God used the writings of Martin Luther to move John Wesley from a
religion of dead works to an experience at Aldersgate in which his heart was strangely warmed.
Shepherd's Notes will give pastors, laypersons, and students access to some of the treasures of
Christian faith.
  dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship: The Cost of Discipleship-For the 21st
Century Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 2020-01-03 The Cost of Discipleship, a call to more faithful and radical
obedience to Christ and a severe rebuke of comfortable Christianity: Cheap grace is preaching
forgiveness without requiring repentance, baptism without church discipline, Communion without
confession. É Cheap grace is grace without discipleship, grace without the cross, grace without
Jesus Christ, living and incarnate.
  dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship: Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer, 2015-11-01
Cheap grace is the mortal enemy of our church. Our struggle today is for costly grace. And with that
sharp warning to his own church, which was engaged in bitter conflict with the official Nazified state



church, Dietrich Bonhoeffer began his book Discipleship (formerly entitled The Cost of Discipleship).
Originally published in 1937, it soon became a classic exposition of what it means to follow Christ in
a modern world beset by a dangerous and criminal government. At its center stands an
interpretation of the Sermon on the Mount: what Jesus demanded of his followersand how the life of
discipleship is to be continued in all ages of the post- resurrection church. Every call of Jesus is a
call to death, Bonhoeffer wrote. His own life ended in martyrdom on April 9, 1945. Using the
acclaimed Dietrich Bonhoeffer Works English translation and adapted to a more accessible format,
this new edition features supplemental material from Victoria J. Barnett and an insightful
introduction by Geffrey B. Kelly to clarify the theological meaning and social context of this attempt
to resist the Nazi ideology.
  dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship: Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer, John D.
Godsey, Barbara Green, Geffrey B. Kelly, 2003-05-28 Cheap grace is the mortal enemy of our
church. Our struggle today is for costly grace. And with that sharp warning to his own church, which
was engaged in bitter conflict with the official nazified state church, Dietrich Bonhoeffer began his
book Discipleship (formerly entitled The Cost of Discipleship). Originally published in 1937, it soon
became a classic exposition of what it means to follow Christ in a modern world beset by a
dangerous and criminal government. At its center stands an interpretation of the Sermon on the
Mount: what Jesus demanded of his followersand how the life of discipleship is to be continued in all
ages of the post- resurrection church. Every call of Jesus is a call to death, Bonhoeffer wrote. His
own life ended in martyrdom on April 9, 1945. Freshly translated from the German critical edition,
Discipleship provides a more accurate rendering of the text and extensive aids and commentary to
clarify the meaning, context, and reception of this work and its attempt to resist the Nazi ideology
then infecting German Christian churches.
  dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship: The Cost of Discipleship Dietrich 1906-1945
Bonhoeffer, 2021-09-10 This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is
part of the knowledge base of civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the
United States of America, and possibly other nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy
and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or corporate) has a copyright on the body of the
work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important enough to be preserved,
reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading experience, this
work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original
graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the
preservation process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and
relevant.
  dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship: Costly Grace Jon Walker, 2010 In 1937, on the
threshold of Nazi Germany's war on the world, Dietrich Bonhoeffer wrote what turned out to be one
of the most influential books of the century, The Cost of Discipleship. In it, he challenged the flabby
faith and compromises of German Christians, famously writing, When Christ calls a man he bids him
come and die. Now, seventy-three years after the book was first published, Jon Walker writes Costly
Grace: A Contemporary View of Dietrich Bonhoeffer's The Cost of Discipleship. Walker brings to a
new generation the timeless message of Bonhoeffer against the background of today's political
upheaval and societal change and what it means to those who claim to follow Christ's teachings.
  dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship: A Testament to Freedom Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
1995-03-31 Dietrich Bonhoeffer was only thirty-nine years old when he was executed in a Nazi
concentration camp in 1945, yet his courage, vision, and brilliance have greatly influenced the
twentieth-century Church and theology. Particularly through his bestselling classic, The Cost of
Discipleship, Bonhoeffer profoundly shaped such minds and movements as Martin Luther King, Jr.,
and Leonardo Boff, civil rights and leberation theology. A Testament to Freedom, completely revised
and expanded for this edition, includes previously untranslated writings, excerpts from major books,
sermons, and selected letters spanning the years of Bonhoeffer's pastoral and theological career.
This magnificent volume takes readers on a historical and biographical journey that follows



Bonhoeffer through the various stages of his life--as teacher, ecumenist, pastor, preacher, seminary
director, prophet in the Nazi era and, finally, as martyr in pursuit of peace and justice.
  dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship: The Theology of Dietrich Bonhoeffer by
John D. Godsey Elton M. Eenigenburg,
  dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship: Meditations on the Cross Manfred Weber, The
cross and the resurrection were central themes for Bonhoeffer's theology. These excerpts from
sermons and letters contain his personal and faithful words about the crucifixion and the power of
the cross for all Christians. Meditations on the Cross is ideal for devotional reading and personal
reference.
  dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship: The Wisdom and Witness of Dietrich
Bonhoeffer Dietrich Bonhoeffer, Wayne Whitson Floyd, 2000-06-06 At a time when much of the
world was either enticed with or entrapped by fascism, Dietrich Bonhoeffer dared to live the morally
responsible Christian lite to a most expressive, and in his case, tragic end. His legacy has inspired
many, and it demonstrates his life and works to be among the most important of the twentieth
century. Forged during his struggle against Nazism, Bonhoeffer's striking notions of religionless
Christianity (i.e., costly grace, direct religious engagement with political forces, and his own
martyrdom) still speak directly to the situations faced by the Christians -- and Christianity -- of today.
His key insights, combined with Floyd's meditations which address meaning and significance for
today, are powerfully presented here in fifty key passages grouped into eight areas of Bonhoeffer's
concern: church, world, discipleship, politics, love, Christ, creation, and the future.
  dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship: A Year with Dietrich Bonhoeffer Dietrich
Bonhoeffer, 2005-12-27 Dietrich Bonhoeffer was only thirty-nine when he was executed by the Nazis
in 1945, yet his influence on Christian life has been enormous. His passionate, theology-based
opposition to Nazism made him a leader, along with Karl Barth, in Germany's Confessing Church.
Bonhoeffer is embraced by both liberal and conservative Christians, and the integrity of his faith and
life have led believers everywhere to recognize him as the one theologian of his time to lead future
generations of Christians into the new millennium. His writings are a treasure of spiritual wisdom,
social con-science, pastoral care, and theological insights that are an inspiration to us all, no matter
what challenges we face. A Year with Dietrich Bonhoeffer showcases his writings, letters, and
sermons in a daily devotional format, encouraging and deepening readers' reflections and
meditations. With a foreword by Jim Wallis, author of God's Politics, A Year with Dietrich Bonhoeffer
will take readers on a 365-day journey of understanding with this deeply spiritual man.
  dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship: The Cost of Discipleship Dietrich Bonhoeffer,
1958
  dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship: Fear and Faith Rachael Kohn, 2021-12-31
  dietrich bonhoeffer the cost of discipleship: The Cost of Moral Leadership Geffrey B. Kelly,
F. Burton Nelson, 2003 In our current context, given what we are learning about the high cost of
failed moral leadership, it is more urgent than ever to seek and study models for the formation of
exceptional leaders. Readers who missed Burton Nelson and Geffrey Kelly's groundbreaking,
insightful, painstakingly researched, and substantially encouraging study of what Dietrich
Bonhoeffer teaches us about moral leadership when it was first published will be copiously rewarded
by studying it now. This is a book to read for yourself and recommend to students, congregants,
colleagues, and others whom you would like to draw into profound and fruitful meditation on
Christian moral leadership.
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