developmentally appropriate practice dap

Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP): Guiding Early Childhood Education with Care and
Insight

developmentally appropriate practice dap is a cornerstone concept in early childhood education,
shaping how educators design learning experiences that truly support young children's growth and
development. Understanding and implementing DAP means recognizing that children are unique
individuals who develop at their own pace, influenced by their cultural backgrounds, experiences,
and abilities. This approach encourages teaching methods and environments tailored to meet
children where they are, promoting meaningful learning and positive development.

In this article, we’ll explore what developmentally appropriate practice dap entails, why it matters,
and how educators and caregivers can apply its principles effectively. Along the way, we’ll touch on
important related ideas such as child-centered learning, play-based education, and responsive
teaching strategies that align with the developmental stages of children.

What Is Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP)?

At its core, developmentally appropriate practice dap is about matching teaching strategies and
curriculum content with the developmental needs and abilities of children. It’s not a one-size-fits-all
approach. Instead, it takes into account three critical areas:

e Age appropriateness: Understanding typical developmental milestones and characteristics of
children within specific age groups.

¢ Individual appropriateness: Recognizing each child’s unique strengths, interests, and
challenges.

e Cultural and social context: Respecting the child’s family background, language, and
cultural values.

By considering these elements, educators create learning experiences that are challenging yet
achievable, fostering joy and curiosity rather than frustration or boredom.

The Origins and Framework of DAP

Developmentally appropriate practice dap has roots in decades of research in child development and
educational psychology. Organizations like the National Association for the Education of Young
Children (NAEYC) have been instrumental in defining and promoting DAP guidelines. These
guidelines serve as a framework for early childhood professionals to design curricula, assess
learning, and interact with children in ways that honor their developmental stages.



The framework emphasizes active learning, where children engage hands-on with materials and
ideas, social interaction with peers and adults, and supportive environments that encourage
exploration.

Why Is Developmentally Appropriate Practice DAP
Important?

Implementing developmentally appropriate practice dap benefits children in numerous ways. It
supports their cognitive, social, emotional, and physical development holistically. Here’s why DAP
matters so much:

Promotes Optimal Learning and Growth

When teaching aligns with a child’s developmental readiness, children are more likely to succeed,
retain information, and develop a love of learning. For example, expecting a two-year-old to sit still
and complete worksheets is unrealistic and potentially harmful. DAP encourages activities like
sensory play and storytelling that fit toddlers’ abilities and interests.

Builds Confidence and Positive Self-Concept

Children thrive when they experience success in learning tasks. Developmentally appropriate
practice dap helps educators set achievable goals and provide encouragement, fostering self-esteem
and a sense of competence. This positive reinforcement motivates children to take on new
challenges.

Supports Inclusivity and Diversity

By acknowledging cultural differences and individual needs, DAP promotes an inclusive classroom
where all children feel valued and understood. This respect for diversity builds empathy and social
skills essential for lifelong relationships.

How to Implement Developmentally Appropriate
Practice DAP in the Classroom
For educators and caregivers, putting developmentally appropriate practice dap into action involves

thoughtful planning and reflection. Below are practical strategies to embed DAP principles into
everyday teaching.



Know Your Children Well

Understanding each child’s development, interests, and background is the foundation of DAP.
Observing children during play and routine activities provides rich insights into their skills and
needs. Regular communication with families also helps educators grasp cultural contexts and
individual preferences.

Create a Rich and Flexible Learning Environment

A learning space that invites exploration and supports different learning styles is vital. This includes
providing varied materials—blocks, art supplies, books, sensory bins—that encourage creativity and
problem-solving. Spaces should allow for both quiet reflection and active play.

Use Play as a Core Teaching Tool

Play is the natural language of children and a powerful medium for learning. Whether it’s
imaginative role-play, constructive play, or cooperative games, play promotes cognitive and social
development. Developmentally appropriate practice dap encourages educators to facilitate play
rather than control it rigidly.

Adapt Activities to Individual Needs

Not all children develop at the same rate or in the same way. Differentiating instruction by adjusting
the complexity, pace, or type of activity ensures that every child is engaged and challenged
appropriately. This might mean offering sensory-rich activities for children who need tactile input or
breaking tasks into smaller steps for those who need extra support.

Encourage Positive Interactions and Relationships

Building trusting, responsive relationships with children helps them feel secure and ready to learn.
Through warmth, patience, and active listening, educators model social skills and emotional
regulation, essential components of development.

Common Misconceptions About Developmentally
Appropriate Practice DAP

Despite its importance, developmentally appropriate practice dap is sometimes misunderstood or
misapplied. Clarifying these misconceptions can help educators make better use of the approach.



DAP Is Not About Lowering Standards

Some believe that developmentally appropriate practice means “watering down” curriculum
expectations. In reality, it is about setting high but realistic expectations that challenge children
without overwhelming them. The goal is meaningful learning, not simply easy tasks.

DAP Is More Than Just Age-Based Activities

While age is a significant factor, developmentally appropriate practice dap also demands attention to
individual differences and cultural contexts. Activities suitable for a typical 4-year-old might not fit
every child of that age.

DAP Doesn’t Exclude Academic Learning

Contrary to some opinions, developmentally appropriate practice includes academic skills but
teaches them in ways that align with children’s developmental stages. For example, early literacy
might be introduced through storytelling and letter recognition games rather than formal reading
drills.

Integrating Families and Communities in
Developmentally Appropriate Practice DAP

Successful implementation of developmentally appropriate practice dap extends beyond the
classroom. Families and communities play a crucial role in supporting children’s development.

Partnering with Families

Engaging parents and caregivers as partners fosters continuity between home and school. Sharing
observations, discussing children’s interests, and involving families in decision-making enriches the
learning experience.

Reflecting Cultural Values

Incorporating cultural traditions, languages, and holidays into the curriculum validates children’s
identities and promotes inclusiveness. This cultural responsiveness is a key dimension of
developmentally appropriate practice dap.



The Future of Developmentally Appropriate Practice
DAP

As early childhood education evolves, developmentally appropriate practice dap continues to adapt
based on new research and societal changes. Increasing attention to diversity, inclusion, and
technology integration is shaping how educators approach DAP today.

For instance, digital literacy is becoming part of early learning, but with DAP in mind, screen time is
balanced with hands-on, real-world interactions. Likewise, awareness of neurodiversity calls for
more individualized and flexible teaching approaches within the DAP framework.

Embracing these developments ensures that developmentally appropriate practice dap remains a
dynamic and effective strategy for nurturing young learners in a rapidly changing world.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP)?

Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) is an educational approach that promotes teaching
methods and curriculum tailored to the age, individual needs, and developmental stage of young
children to support their optimal learning and development.

Why is Developmentally Appropriate Practice important in
early childhood education?

DAP is important because it ensures that educational experiences are suitable for children's
developmental levels, fostering engagement, meaningful learning, positive social interactions, and
overall growth in a supportive environment.

How do educators implement Developmentally Appropriate
Practice in the classroom?

Educators implement DAP by observing children's interests and abilities, designing activities that
match their developmental stages, providing hands-on learning opportunities, and creating a safe,
nurturing environment that promotes exploration and creativity.

What are the three key components of Developmentally
Appropriate Practice?

The three key components of DAP are knowledge of child development and learning, understanding
of each child's individual strengths and needs, and awareness of the social and cultural contexts that
influence the child's development.



How does Developmentally Appropriate Practice address
individual differences among children?

DAP addresses individual differences by recognizing that each child develops at their own pace and
has unique interests, backgrounds, and learning styles, encouraging educators to personalize
instruction and support to meet these diverse needs effectively.

Additional Resources
Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP): A Closer Look at Early Childhood Education Standards

developmentally appropriate practice dap has become a cornerstone concept in early childhood
education, guiding educators in creating learning environments that align with the developmental
stages of young children. Rooted in research on how children learn and grow, DAP emphasizes the
importance of tailoring teaching methods, activities, and expectations to the age, individual needs,
and cultural backgrounds of children. This approach seeks to foster optimal learning outcomes by
respecting the natural progression of cognitive, social, emotional, and physical development.

As educational policies and curricula evolve, understanding the nuances of developmentally
appropriate practice dap is crucial for educators, policymakers, and parents alike. This article
explores the principles behind DAP, its practical implementation, and the ongoing debates
surrounding its application in diverse educational settings.

Understanding Developmentally Appropriate Practice
(DAP)

Developmentally Appropriate Practice is defined by the National Association for the Education of
Young Children (NAEYC) as teaching that promotes young children’s optimal learning and
development. It is grounded in three core considerations: knowledge of child development and
learning, understanding each child as an individual, and awareness of the social and cultural
contexts in which children live.

The Three Core Components of DAP

* Age Appropriateness: Activities and expectations must correspond to typical developmental
milestones for children within a specific age range.

e Individual Appropriateness: Recognizing that every child develops uniquely, educators must
adapt practices to accommodate individual differences in temperament, interests, and
abilities.

¢ Cultural and Social Context: Learning experiences should respect and incorporate
children’s family backgrounds, languages, and community values.



These components ensure that educational practices neither underestimate nor overestimate a
child’s capabilities, fostering an environment where children can thrive naturally.

Historical Context and Evolution

The concept of developmentally appropriate practice dap emerged in response to earlier rigid, one-
size-fits-all educational models that failed to consider children’s diverse developmental pathways.
Since the 1980s, with the publication of several influential position statements and guidelines by
organizations like NAEYC, DAP has shifted early childhood education from rote instruction to more
flexible, child-centered approaches.

However, the evolution of DAP continues as new research on brain development, learning styles, and

cultural diversity informs educators about best practices. This ongoing refinement reflects the
dynamic nature of early childhood education itself.

Implementing Developmentally Appropriate Practice in
the Classroom

Translating the principles of developmentally appropriate practice dap into tangible classroom
strategies requires thoughtful planning and responsiveness. Educators must balance curriculum
goals with the spontaneous, play-based, and exploratory learning that characterizes early childhood.

Curriculum Design and Activity Planning

Effective DAP implementation involves creating curricula that are both structured and flexible. For
example, while literacy and numeracy goals are important, they are introduced through activities
that captivate children’s interests and match their developmental readiness. This might include:

¢ Using storytelling and dramatic play to build language skills.

¢ Incorporating hands-on materials for math concepts like counting and sorting.

e Providing sensory experiences that promote motor skills and cognitive growth.

Educators often rely on observation to assess individual progress and adjust activities accordingly,
ensuring that each child’s learning journey is personalized.



Role of the Educator

Teachers practicing DAP act as facilitators rather than mere transmitters of knowledge. They
observe children closely, listen attentively, and intervene thoughtfully to scaffold learning without
imposing undue pressure. This dynamic requires educators to possess deep knowledge of child
development and strong interpersonal skills.

Professional development and ongoing training are critical for educators to stay current with the
latest DAP research and effectively respond to diverse classroom needs.

Evaluating the Impact of Developmentally Appropriate
Practice

Research supports that developmentally appropriate practice dap contributes positively to children’s
academic and social-emotional outcomes. Studies have shown that children exposed to DAP-based
curricula demonstrate higher engagement, better problem-solving abilities, and stronger
interpersonal skills compared to those in more rigid, standardized programs.

However, measuring the impact of DAP can be complex due to varying definitions and
implementations across schools and regions. Some challenges include:
e Subjectivity in assessing what constitutes “appropriate” development for diverse populations.
e Balancing standardized testing demands with individualized learning approaches.

e Resource limitations affecting the ability to customize learning environments.

Despite these hurdles, many early childhood programs report improved teacher satisfaction and
reduced behavioral issues when DAP principles guide instruction.

Comparisons with Alternative Educational Approaches

Developmentally appropriate practice dap often stands in contrast to more traditional or
academically driven models that prioritize early mastery of skills through drill and direct instruction.
For example, some preschools emphasize early reading and math readiness starting at very young
ages, sometimes at the expense of play and social development.

While these methods may yield short-term academic gains, critics argue they risk burnout and
disengagement by ignoring the holistic needs of young learners. DAP advocates maintain that a
balanced approach—one that integrates cognitive, social, and emotional growth—is more sustainable
and ultimately more effective.



Challenges and Criticisms Surrounding DAP

Despite widespread acceptance, developmentally appropriate practice dap is not without its critics.
Some educators and parents express concerns about the flexibility of DAP, fearing it may lead to
inconsistent standards or lowered expectations.

Additionally, in high-stakes educational environments, there is pressure to align early childhood
programs with standardized benchmarks and accountability measures, which may conflict with the
individualized and culturally responsive aspects of DAP.

Moreover, applying DAP in multicultural and multilingual classrooms raises complex questions about
whose developmental norms should guide practice and how to honor diverse cultural values while
maintaining educational rigor.

Addressing Equity and Inclusion

A critical dimension of modern developmentally appropriate practice dap involves equity and
inclusion. Educators must navigate systemic disparities and biases to ensure all children receive
learning experiences that respect their identities and support their growth.

This requires ongoing reflection, anti-bias training, and family engagement to create truly inclusive
classrooms where every child’s potential can flourish.

Looking Forward: The Future of Developmentally
Appropriate Practice

As early childhood education continues to evolve, developmentally appropriate practice dap remains
a vital framework. Emerging technologies, new neuroscientific insights, and shifting societal norms
will shape how educators interpret and apply DAP principles.

Increasingly, there is emphasis on integrating social-emotional learning, trauma-informed practices,
and family partnerships within the DAP framework. This holistic approach aims to prepare children
not only academically but also as resilient and empathetic individuals.

Ultimately, the ongoing challenge and opportunity for educators lie in balancing research-based

guidelines with the lived realities of children’s diverse experiences, ensuring developmentally
appropriate practice dap remains both relevant and responsive.

Developmentally Appropriate Practice Dap

developmentally appropriate practice dap: Developmentally Appropriate Practice Carol
Copple, Sue Bredekamp, Derry Gosselin Koralek, Kathy Charner, 2013 Filled with information and
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inspiration for applying DAP in your work with infants and toddlers.

developmentally appropriate practice dap: Developmentally Appropriate Practice Carol
Copple, Sue Bredekamp, Derry Gosselin Koralek, Kathy Charner, 2014 Filled with information and
inspiration for applying DAP in your work with children in grades 1-3.

developmentally appropriate practice dap: Developmentally Appropriate Practice in
Early Childhood Programs Serving Children from Birth Through Age 8 Sue Bredekamp, 1987
This book represents the early childhood profession's consensus definition of developmentally
appropriate practice in early childhood programs. It is intended for use by teachers, administrators,
parents and policy makers.

developmentally appropriate practice dap: Basics of Developmentally Appropriate
Practice Eva C. Phillips, Amy Scrinzi, 2013 Outlines the core ideas of DAP as practiced in
kindergarten so teachers can deepen their everyday practice.

developmentally appropriate practice dap: The Application of Developmentally Appropriate
Practice Through a Sociocultural Lens Danielle Sisneros, 2017 Developmentally appropriate
practices (DAP) are the gold standard for teaching practices in early childhood education. NAEYC
developed DAP in order to provide classrooms for young children that foster learning and
development. These DAP standards were derived from research of learning and developmental
theories. Early educators are expected to uphold to the high standards of DAP without the proper
theoretical understand to put DAP into practice. This Master's Project addresses that problem by
aligning sociocultural developmental theory (SCDT) to DAP in order to strengthen the
theory/practice connection for practitioners. The handbook was developed to give early educators
the theoretical knowledge of SCDT in order to put DAP into practice. The handbook was evaluated
by practitioners in the field of early childhood education to gather feedback on handbook contents
and usefulness.

developmentally appropriate practice dap: Basics of Developmentally Appropriate
Practice Carol Copple, Sue Bredekamp, Janet Gonzalez-Mena, 2011 Get a sound grasp of the
principles of DAP.

developmentally appropriate practice dap: Casebook: Developmentally Appropriate Practice
in Early Childhood Programs Serving Children from Birth Through Age 8' Pamela Brillante, Jennifer
Chen, Stephany Cuevas, Christyn Dundorf, Emily Brown Hoffman, Daniel R Meier, Gayle Mindes,
Lisa R Roy, 2023 Case studies provide real-world examples that make for rich discussions and
greater learning in educational and professional development settings. Engage with case studies on
developmentally appropriate practice to enhance your knowledge and skills. Developmentally
appropriate practice (DAP) requires a nuanced understanding of child development, individual
children, and the social and cultural contexts of children, families, and educators. This casebook
presents nearly 50 cases addressing infancy through third grade and across multiple, diverse
settings. Written and edited by teacher educators, researchers, classroom teachers, and other early
childhood professionals, these cases offer unique opportunities for critical thinking and discussion
on practice that supports all children and families. The cases are organized into eight parts that
reflect the six guidelines of DAP plus the topics of supporting children with disabilities and
supporting dual language learners. Brief overviews of each guideline and the additional topics set
the stage for study of the cases. Each case provides an opportunity to Make connections to the
fourth edition of Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs Think critically
about the influence of context on educator, child, and family actions Discuss the effectiveness of the
teaching practices and how they might be improved Support your responses with evidence from the
DAP position statement and book Explore next steps beyond the case details Apply the learning to
your own situation Use this book as a companion to the fourth edition of Developmentally
Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs in higher education coursework, as professional
development in programs, or for stand-alone study.

developmentally appropriate practice dap: Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early
Childhood Programs Serving Children from Birth Through Age 8, Fourth Edition (Fully Revised and



Updated) Naeyc, 2021-08 The long-awaited new edition of NAEYC's book Developmentally
Appropriate Practice in Early Childhood Programs is here, fully revised and updated! Since the first
edition in 1987, it has been an essential resource for the early childhood education field. Early
childhood educators have a professional responsibility to plan and implement intentional,
developmentally appropriate learning experiences that promote the social and emotional
development, physical development and health, cognitive development, and general learning
competencies of each child served. But what is developmentally appropriate practice (DAP)? DAP is
a framework designed to promote young children's optimal learning and development through a
strengths-based approach to joyful, engaged learning. As educators make decisions to support each
child's learning and development, they consider what they know about (1) commonality in children's
development and learning, (2) each child as an individual (within the context of their family and
community), and (3) everything discernible about the social and cultural contexts for each child,
each educator, and the program as a whole. This latest edition of the book is fully revised to
underscore the critical role social and cultural contexts play in child development and learning,
including new research about implicit bias and teachers' own context and consideration of advances
in neuroscience. Educators implement developmentally appropriate practice by recognizing the
many assets all young children bring to the early learning program as individuals and as members of
families and communities. They also develop an awareness of their own context. Building on each
child's strengths, educators design and implement learning settings to help each child achieve their
full potential across all domains of development and across all content areas.

developmentally appropriate practice dap: RIGOROUS DAP in the Early Years Christopher
Pierce Brown, Beth Smith Feger, Brian Nelson Mowry, 2018-12-04 RIGOROUS DAP in the Early
Years: From Theory to Practice provides teachers with a roadmap for teaching that helps children
meet academic expectations and maintains focus on the appropriate development of the whole child.
A construct of eleven practices, RIGOROUS DAP supplies teachers with strategies for 1) making
instructional decisions that meet the needs of the individual child; 2) sustaining culturally relevant
practices; 3) engaging stakeholders in conversations about educating young children for school
success through practices that attend to their individual, sociocultural, and developmental needs;
and 4) ensuring all children experience high-level learning and succeed in school. The eleven
practices comprising the construct are: Reaching all children Integrating content areas Growing as a
community Offering choices Revisiting new content Offering challenges Understanding each learner
Seeing the whole child Differentiating instruction Assessing constantly Pushing every child forward
An academically rigorous learning environment allows all children to learn at high levels through
hands-on learning experiences that address the whole child and connect to the child's world in and
out of school. A developmentally appropriate learning environment considers the children's
developmental, cognitive, social, emotional, linguistic, and physical development, as well as the
sociocultural worlds in which they live.

developmentally appropriate practice dap: Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) for
the Preschool Environment Joan Hayden, Laura Hutton, Nova Scotia Community College, 2023

developmentally appropriate practice dap: DAP Centrism Australian Early Childhood
Association, Inc., Watson, 1995 This book examines the implications of existing learning theories for
early childhood education, with a special emphasis on Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP).
Chapter 1, Challenging Developmentally Appropriate Practice: An Introduction (Marilyn Fleer),
presents the debate and summarizes the remaining chapters. Chapter 2, Does Cognition Lead
Development, or Does Development Lead Cognition? (M. Fleer), explores the limitations of DAP and
contrasts it with Socially Constructed Learning. Chapter 3, Scaffolding Young Children's Learning in
Early Childhood Settings (Alison Elliott), analyzes scaffolding within a sociocultural context. Chapter
4, A Post-Structuralist Analysis of Learning in Early Childhood Settings (Glenda MacNaughton), uses
feminist post-structuralism to analyze the relationship between the individual and the social and
argues that gendering should be considered in any discussion of learning. Chapter 5, Children as
Theorists: Developing a Theory of Mind (Sue Dockett), examines research on children's progressing




theories of mind and argues that practitioners create situations introducing counter-evidence to
children's current theory. Chapter 6, Reasoning and Problem-Solving: Contemporary Theoretical
Perspectives (Beverley Lambert), challenges readers to view the limitations of reductionist research,
devoid of social context, and to consider contemporary research, which maps individual pathways.
Chapter 7, The Early Childhood Curriculum Debate (Toni Cross), reviews research and debate on
DAP and discusses the monocultural orientation of DAP. Chapter 8, Concluding the Debate: Mind
Games--What DAP Means to Me (Margaret Clyde), considers DAP within the historical and
contemporary Australian context. Contains over 200 references. (KDFB)

developmentally appropriate practice dap: Preschool Appropriate Practices:
Environment, Curriculum, and Development Janice ]. Beaty, 2018-03-08 PRESCHOOL
APPROPRIATE PRACTICES, 5th Edition, helps future and current teachers create self-directed
learning environments in their classrooms. Each chapter helps students learn how to set up one type
of learning center (e.g., music/dance), including instructions on what to include in the center and
how children can use it. The self-directed learning approach encourages children to become involved
in their own learning. A second theme emphasizes the teacher's role as a facilitator, helping readers
understand how to: 1) observe children's developmental levels, 2) provide developmentally
appropriate activities, 3) serve as a behavior model, and 4) best support children in their learning.
Learning activities, some of which incorporate children's picture books, exemplify the NAEYC's
developmentally appropriate practice (DAP). Chapters also incorporate NAEYC accreditation
criteria. Important Notice: Media content referenced within the product description or the product
text may not be available in the ebook version.

developmentally appropriate practice dap: Developmentally-appropriate Practice in the
Classroom Rayna Kailynn Prothro, 2012 Early childhood research literature has shown that
develpmentally-appropriate practice (DAP) has a multitude of positive effects on young children's
development including emotional, social, cognitive, and neurological benefits. When DAP is
practiced by teachers, children are engaged in low stress learning activities, their social
development is supported, and their classroom envirornment supports their cognitive and brain
development. DAP provides an environment that supports all children academically.

developmentally appropriate practice dap: Focus on Developmentally Appropriate
Practice lliana Alanis, Toni Sturdivant, 2023-04 What Does Developmentally Appropriate Practice
Look Like in a Preschool Classroom? If you''ve ever wondered how effective teachers actually do
DAP, this is the book for you. Here, you can peek into classrooms to see teachers making intentional
decisions in the six key areas of practice that form the six guidelines for DAP in action: 1. Building a
community of learners where everyone is welcomed and supported to grow 2. Facilitating respectful
partnerships with families 3. Observing, assessing, and documenting children"s development and
learning 4. Using teaching strategies that enhance learning for each child 5. Implementing
curriculum tied to meaningful learning goals 6. Demonstrating professionalism You'"ll discover More
about what each guideline means for preschool teaching Chapters that showcase articles from
Young Children and Teaching Young Children--plus brand-new content--illustrating excellent
teaching strategies related to each guideline Examples you can model, adapt, and implement in your
own practice Your teaching will be richer and deeper, and children's learning will flourish!

developmentally appropriate practice dap: Defining Developmentally Appropriate
Practice in the Age of Academic Rigor and High Stakes Accountability Lori DeeAnn Erickson,
2009 The purpose of this study was to answer the research question: How do early childhood
experts and kindergarten teachers describe Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP)? Secondary
questions included: How do early childhood experts and kindergarten teachers evaluate sample
hybrid lesson plans? How do early childhood experts and kindergarten teachers address the
challenges of academic rigor and accountability in DAP? DAP is a philosophy closely associated with
early learning. Therefore, the participants in this study included two early childhood experts and two
practicing kindergarten teachers. For the purpose of this inquiry, a case study design was employed.
This study had three primary data collection methods. The methods were individual interviews,



analysis of sample hybrid lesson plans, and a group discussion. After a thorough review of the data it
was found that the participants in this study rely heavily on their philosophical knowledge of DAP in
order to navigate the current trend of high stakes accountability and academically rigorous
curricula. Thus, it is imperative for teacher preparation programs and school district curricula to
provide in-depth coursework and professional development surrounding DAP. The data also revealed
that the participants of this study reviewed the sample hybrid lesson plans in a favorable manner.
The sample hybrid lesson plans were able to support an academically rigorous program while
maintaining a level of developmental appropriateness. Hence, the definition of DAP has evolved to
meet the changing needs of early learners.
developmentally appropriate practice dap: Integrated Curriculum and Developmentally
Appropriate Practice Craig H. Hart, Diane C. Burts, Rosalind Charlesworth, 1997-07-10 This
volume combines research and practice on integrated developmentally appropriate curriculum in a
manner that will help theorists, researchers, parents, school administrators, and teachers
understand how to match early childhood teaching practices to the integrated manner that young
children naturally think and learn. The book features specialists in each of the traditional curriculum
areas (e.g., math, science, literacy) who share their expertise on how to accomplish this in practical
and meaningful ways based on NAEYC and other professional organization guidelines. What an
integrated curriculum means for assessment, children with disabilities, guidance, parenting, social
development, and multicultural perspectives in early childhood education is also covered.
developmentally appropriate practice dap: Developmentally Appropriate Practice , 1997
developmentally appropriate practice dap: Developmentally Appropriate Practice and
Preschool Teachers' Perceptions Dorothy Jean Alexander, 2014 The National Association for the
Education of Young Children (NAEYC) Position Statement of Developmentally Appropriate Practices
(2009) serves as a pedagogical framework for best practice among early childhood educators.
Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) is guided by what is known about how children develop
and learn. Teachers draw upon these principles to make decisions about planning experiences which
promote learning and optimize children's growth. The DAP statement is accepted in the early
childhood field as the standard by which quality early learning experiences are defined and is used
as a guidepost for planning (Copple & Bredekamp, 2009). Copple and Bredekamp (2009) state that
intentional teachers are purposeful and thoughtful about the actions they take, and they direct their
teaching towards the goals the program is trying to help children reach (p. 10). This qualitative
descriptive study explored preschool teachers' perceptions of DAP and their use of DAP in planning
learning experiences. Semi-structured interviews and document analyses were utilized to examine
potential gaps between preschool teachers' perceptions and more fully understand daily planning
decisions related to DAP. Utilizing Rubin and Rubin's responsive interviewing model (2012), (N=7)
degreed preschool teachers employed at NAEYC accredited group care facilities were interviewed.
Findings revealed inconsistencies among teachers' descriptions of key learning experiences for
preschool children, implementation of learning experiences, and planning practices, thus, indicating
a disconnect between theory and DAP. The findings of this study may benefit pre-service and
in-service teacher training programs as well as administrators of childcare centers. It is useful in
identifying ways in which preschool teachers' understandings of developmentally appropriate
practice can be further supported and developmentally inappropriate perceptions can be challenged.
developmentally appropriate practice dap: Using Developmentally Appropriate Practices to
Teach the Common Core Lisa S. Goldstein, 2015-07-16 Using Developmentally Appropriate Practices
to Teach the Common Core: Grades PreK-3 provides current and prospective primary grade
teachers with an understanding of the CCSS-ELA and CCSS-M that highlights their compatibility
with developmentally appropriate practices (DAP), the instructional approach generally preferred by
teachers of young children. The book begins by framing the CCSS as a distinct improvement over
lengthy lists of academic content standards and as a carefully conceptualized and DAP-friendly set of
curriculum guidelines. Next, the CCSS-ELA and CCSS-M for Grades K-3 are unpacked, analyzed,
synthesized, and cross-referenced to key features of DAP. Finally, several hot topic



issues—differentiating instruction to meet the needs of all learners, ensuring equitable access to the
curriculum for English Language Learners, addressing assessment and accountability expectations,
and educating parents and families about the CCSS and DAP—are prioritized and examined in depth.
Using Developmentally Appropriate Practices to Teach the Common Core: Grades PreK-3 is a highly
useful guide for both pre-service and in-service early childhood education teachers.

developmentally appropriate practice dap: Developmentally Appropriate Practice in Early
Childhood Programs Bredekamp, 1988
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quality and appropriate teaching practices for young children

Advance Developmentally Appropriate Practice: How entally Appropriate Practice: How Young
Children Learn WHAT IS DAP? Educational effectiveness in early childhood education requires
educators to meet children where they are

DAP: Defining Developmentally Appropriate Practice - NAEYC NAEYC defines
“developmentally appropriate practice” as methods that promote each child’s optimal development
and learning through a strengths-based, play-based approach to joyful,

What is the Developmentally Appropriate Practice? With Examples Developmentally
Appropriate Practice (DAP) encompasses a wide range of strategies and activities tailored to the
specific age, needs, and abilities of children

Exploring developmentally appropriate practice — Early Learning These can be described as
best practices, thoughtful teaching, quality practices, or Developmentally Appropriate Practices
(DAP). DAP comes from a deep history in early

Developmentally Appropriate Practice | National Center on Safe Developmentally appropriate
practice, often shortened to DAP, is an approach to teaching grounded both in the research on how
young children develop and learn and in what is known



NAEYC’s Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) Position This position statement, one
of five foundational documents developed by NAEYC in collaboration with the early childhood
profession to advance high-quality early learning for

Developmentally Appropriate Practice (DAP) Introduction The classroom example on this page
is adapted from Learning to Read and Write: Developmentally Appropriate Practices for Young
Children
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