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civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and contemporary
perspectives is a vital conversation in today’s rapidly changing world. As global food systems grow more
industrialized and detached from local communities, the movement toward civic agriculture emerges as a
powerful response. It seeks to reforge the bonds between farms, food, and the people who consume them,
emphasizing not just the production of food but the social, economic, and environmental relationships that
surround it. To fully appreciate this resurgence, it’s important to explore both the historical roots and the
modern developments that define civic agriculture.

The Roots of Civic Agriculture: Historical Perspectives

Before industrialization transformed agriculture into a globalized commodity system, food production was
inherently local and community-centered. Farms were not just places to grow crops or raise livestock; they
were integral parts of civil society. Families, neighbors, and townspeople shared knowledge, labor, and
resources to sustain one another. This embeddedness fostered a sense of stewardship, responsibility, and
mutual care.

Traditional Agricultural Communities and Social Ties

Historically, many rural communities operated on principles that align closely with what we now call civic
agriculture. For example, the common practice of cooperative farming, seed saving, and community-
supported harvests illustrated a collective approach to food security. The interdependence between farmers
and consumers was tangible—people knew where their food came from, who grew it, and how it was
produced.

This connection was often reinforced by local markets, fairs, and communal events that celebrated the
harvest and the cycles of nature. These gatherings were more than economic exchanges; they were social
rituals that strengthened community identity and civic participation.



The Impact of Industrialization on Farm and Community Links

The rise of industrial agriculture in the 20th century disrupted these longstanding relationships.
Mechanization, chemical inputs, and monoculture farming increased yields but also centralized food
production. Large agribusinesses and global supply chains began dominating the market, making food less
local and more anonymous.

This shift weakened the ties between farmers and their communities, often leading to rural depopulation
and the erosion of small-scale farms. As food became a commodity to be bought and sold in distant markets,
the social fabric that had once bound agriculture to civil society frayed. The historical perspective shows us
how deeply intertwined food systems and community life once were—and highlights what has been lost.

Contemporary Perspectives on Civic Agriculture

Today, civic agriculture represents a conscious effort to reclaim those lost connections. It embodies a
movement toward sustainability, localism, and social justice in food systems. By re-centering farms within
communities, civic agriculture addresses issues ranging from environmental degradation to food insecurity
and economic inequality.

Defining Civic Agriculture in the Modern Context

At its core, civic agriculture is about the democratic engagement of citizens in food production and
distribution. It encourages local ownership, transparency, and accountability in farming practices.
Community-supported agriculture (CSA), farmers’ markets, urban gardens, and farm-to-school programs are
all examples of modern civic agriculture initiatives.

These efforts not only provide fresh, healthy food but also educate consumers about agriculture’s
environmental and social impacts. They create opportunities for people to participate directly in growing
their food, fostering a sense of empowerment and responsibility.

Social and Environmental Benefits

One of the most compelling aspects of civic agriculture is its multifaceted benefits:

Environmental sustainability: Local, small-scale farming often employs organic methods, crop
diversity, and soil conservation techniques that reduce pollution and enhance biodiversity.



Economic resilience: Supporting local farms keeps money within the community and creates jobs,
helping rural economies thrive.

Food security: By shortening supply chains, communities become less vulnerable to disruptions and
can ensure access to nutritious food.

Community cohesion: Civic agriculture fosters social connections and cultural exchange,
strengthening civil society.

Bridging Past and Present: Lessons from History for Today’s
Civic Agriculture

The historical and contemporary perspectives on civic agriculture together offer valuable insights. They
remind us that food systems are not just about calories or commodities—they are about people, relationships,
and shared values.

Relearning Community Engagement

One lesson is the importance of rekindling community engagement in farming. Just as traditional
agricultural societies depended on collective efforts and mutual aid, modern civic agriculture thrives when
communities actively participate in food production and decision-making. This can take many forms, from
volunteering at community farms to advocating for local food policies.

Preserving Agricultural Heritage

Another critical aspect is preserving agricultural heritage—seeds, techniques, knowledge, and cultural
practices passed down through generations. Civic agriculture encourages this preservation, often through
educational programs and intergenerational collaboration, ensuring that farming remains a living tradition
rather than a lost art.

Integrating Technology and Innovation

While honoring tradition, civic agriculture also embraces innovation. Modern tools such as precision
agriculture, vertical farming, and digital marketplaces can enhance productivity and accessibility without



sacrificing local control and sustainability. This blend of historical wisdom and contemporary technology
creates a dynamic approach to reconnecting farm food with community.

Challenges and Opportunities in Advancing Civic Agriculture

Despite its promise, civic agriculture faces several hurdles. Understanding these challenges helps
communities and policymakers craft effective strategies.

Barriers to Entry and Equity Concerns

One significant challenge is access. Starting or sustaining a local farm can be costly and labor-intensive, often
limiting participation to those with resources or land. Moreover, marginalized communities may face
systemic barriers to engaging in civic agriculture initiatives.

Addressing these issues requires intentional policies, such as grants, land trusts, and educational programs
aimed at inclusivity and equity. Encouraging diverse participation enriches the civic agriculture
movement and ensures it benefits all community members.

Balancing Scale and Sustainability

Scaling civic agriculture to meet broader demands while maintaining its core values is another complex
task. Large-scale industrial farming benefits from economies of scale, making it hard for small, local farms to
compete on price alone.

However, innovative models like cooperative farming, regional food hubs, and direct-to-consumer sales can
help bridge this gap. Consumers willing to invest in local food, recognizing its social and environmental
value, play a crucial role.

Policy and Institutional Support

Government policies and institutions significantly influence the viability of civic agriculture. Supportive
zoning laws, food safety regulations tailored to small producers, and investment in local infrastructure can
nurture the growth of community-centered agriculture.

Conversely, neglect or hostility from policymakers can stifle grassroots efforts. Building alliances between
farmers, consumers, NGOs, and governments is essential for creating a fertile environment for civic



agriculture.

Practical Tips for Engaging with Civic Agriculture

For individuals and communities interested in reconnecting farm food with civil society, there are several
practical steps to consider:

Join or start a CSA: Community-supported agriculture programs create direct relationships between1.
farmers and consumers.

Support local farmers’ markets: Purchasing food locally helps sustain small-scale agriculture and2.
fosters community interaction.

Participate in urban gardening: Growing food in community gardens builds skills and social capital in3.
urban settings.

Advocate for local food policies: Engage with local government to promote policies that support4.
sustainable farming and food access.

Educate yourself and others: Learn about the origins of your food and share knowledge to raise5.
awareness about the importance of civic agriculture.

These actions not only strengthen local food systems but also cultivate a deeper appreciation for the
intertwined nature of agriculture and community life.

---

In weaving together the historical foundations and contemporary innovations of civic agriculture, we see a
powerful narrative of reconnection. It is a story about reclaiming control over what we eat, how it is
grown, and the relationships that bind us as communities. Civic agriculture invites us to view food not just
as sustenance but as a vital thread in the fabric of civil society, one that has the potential to nourish both
people and the planet in enduring ways.

Frequently Asked Questions



What is civic agriculture and how does it reconnect farm food and
community?
Civic agriculture refers to a movement that emphasizes local food production and consumption, fostering
stronger connections between farmers and the community. It aims to rebuild local food systems to enhance
food security, promote sustainability, and strengthen social ties by encouraging community participation in
farming and food-related activities.

How does civic agriculture contribute to civil society from a historical
perspective?
Historically, civic agriculture has roots in traditional farming communities where food production was
closely tied to social and communal life. It contributed to civil society by promoting cooperation, shared
responsibilities, and mutual support, which helped build resilient communities and fostered democratic
values through collective engagement in food systems.

What are some contemporary examples of civic agriculture initiatives?
Contemporary examples of civic agriculture include community-supported agriculture (CSA) programs,
urban farming projects, farmers' markets, and farm-to-school initiatives. These programs encourage local
food consumption, reduce environmental impacts, and strengthen community bonds by involving citizens
directly in food production and distribution.

In what ways does civic agriculture address challenges in modern food
systems?
Civic agriculture addresses modern food system challenges such as industrial farming's environmental
degradation, loss of local food knowledge, and food insecurity. By promoting localized food production, it
reduces transportation emissions, supports biodiversity, preserves cultural food practices, and ensures access
to fresh, healthy food for communities.

How does reconnecting farm food and community through civic
agriculture impact social equity?
Reconnecting farm food and community through civic agriculture can enhance social equity by providing
marginalized populations access to affordable and nutritious food, creating economic opportunities for small-
scale farmers, and fostering inclusive community engagement. It promotes food justice by addressing
disparities in food access and empowering local voices in food system decisions.



Additional Resources
Civic Agriculture: Reconnecting Farm Food and Community Civil Society Historical and Contemporary
Perspectives

civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and contemporary
perspectives represents a significant shift in how societies engage with food production, distribution, and
consumption. This concept transcends mere agricultural practice, embedding itself deeply within the social
fabric and civil society structures that define community identity and sustainability. Examining civic
agriculture through both historical and contemporary lenses reveals an evolving narrative of localism,
democratic participation, and socio-economic resilience that challenges industrial food systems and fosters
stronger community bonds.

The Roots of Civic Agriculture: Historical Context

Civic agriculture is not a novel phenomenon but rather a re-emergence of traditional practices where
farming was inherently linked to community well-being and local governance. Historically, pre-industrial
societies depended heavily on small-scale, diversified farms that supplied food directly to their
communities. This agricultural model was characterized by intimate knowledge of local ecosystems,
seasonal rhythms, and social obligations to neighbors and markets.

In the early 20th century, however, agricultural industrialization began to disrupt these localized networks.
The rise of mechanization, monocultures, and centralized food processing and distribution systems created
physical and social distance between producers and consumers. This shift contributed to a decline in rural
populations and weakened the communal ties that had historically anchored civil society around shared
food practices.

The Great Depression and wartime rationing periods highlighted the vulnerabilities of industrial food
systems, prompting initiatives such as victory gardens and community-supported agriculture (CSA) models
that echoed earlier civic agriculture principles. These historical responses underscored the intrinsic link
between food security, community engagement, and civil society resilience.

Contemporary Perspectives: Revitalizing Civic Agriculture

In recent decades, a resurgence of interest in civic agriculture has emerged as a response to the
environmental, social, and health challenges posed by globalized industrial agriculture. Contemporary civic
agriculture emphasizes reconnecting farm food and community civil society by promoting local food
systems that prioritize sustainability, equity, and democratic participation.



Key Features and Practices in Modern Civic Agriculture

Local Food Networks: Farmers’ markets, CSAs, and farm-to-table initiatives create direct
relationships between producers and consumers, minimizing intermediaries and fostering trust.

Community Engagement: Civic agriculture encourages citizen involvement in food production
decisions, from urban gardening projects to cooperative farming ventures.

Environmental Stewardship: Emphasizing organic practices, biodiversity, and soil health aligns
agriculture with ecological sustainability goals.

Education and Awareness: Programs that teach agricultural skills and food literacy strengthen
community capacity and appreciation for local food systems.

These elements collectively foster a form of agriculture deeply embedded within the social and cultural life
of communities, thereby reinforcing civil society and democratic values.

Comparative Analysis: Industrial vs. Civic Agriculture

Understanding the practical implications of civic agriculture requires juxtaposing it against conventional
industrial food systems. Industrial agriculture is often praised for its ability to produce large quantities of
food at low cost, driven by economies of scale and technological advancements. However, it frequently
externalizes environmental and social costs, such as soil degradation, loss of biodiversity, labor exploitation,
and diminished community cohesion.

Conversely, civic agriculture prioritizes quality over quantity, focusing on local resilience and equitable
food access. While it may not match the volume output of industrial systems, it excels in promoting food
sovereignty and reducing carbon footprints through localized production and consumption cycles.
Moreover, civic agriculture can enhance social capital by creating spaces for community engagement and
mutual support.

Impact on Civil Society and Community Development

Civic agriculture’s role extends beyond food production; it functions as a catalyst for strengthening civil
society by fostering cooperation, mutual aid, and participatory governance. The process of collaboratively
managing food resources can empower marginalized groups, enhance social inclusion, and generate new



forms of social capital.

Food Justice and Equity

One of the pivotal contemporary concerns addressed by civic agriculture is food justice—the right of all
people to access healthy, culturally appropriate, and affordable food. Civic agriculture initiatives often focus
on underserved urban and rural communities, using community gardens and local markets to combat food
deserts and promote nutritional well-being.

Economic Revitalization

By encouraging local entrepreneurship and keeping food dollars circulating within communities, civic
agriculture supports economic development. Small-scale farmers and food artisans gain market
opportunities, while consumers benefit from fresher, more transparent food choices. This localized economy
can be more resistant to global market shocks and supply chain disruptions.

Environmental and Health Benefits

Civic agriculture’s emphasis on sustainable practices contributes to reduced chemical inputs, improved soil
health, and enhanced biodiversity. The proximity of food production to consumers also reduces
transportation emissions, aligning with climate change mitigation efforts. Furthermore, access to fresh,
minimally processed foods can improve public health outcomes by encouraging healthier diets.

Challenges and Limitations

Despite its many benefits, civic agriculture faces several challenges that can limit its scalability and
inclusivity.

Economic Viability: Small-scale producers often operate on thin margins, struggling to compete with
subsidized industrial agriculture.

Access and Inclusion: Not all community members may have equal access to civic agriculture
initiatives, potentially reinforcing existing social inequities.

Policy and Infrastructure: Regulatory frameworks and urban planning may hinder the expansion of



local food systems, requiring advocacy and policy reform.

Knowledge Gaps: Revitalizing traditional agricultural knowledge and adapting it to contemporary
contexts demands education and resource investment.

Addressing these challenges requires coordinated efforts among policymakers, community organizations,
and agricultural stakeholders.

Future Directions and Innovations

The intersection of technology and civic agriculture presents promising opportunities for enhancing local
food systems. Digital platforms can facilitate direct marketing and community engagement, while precision
agriculture tools adapted for small-scale farms can optimize resource use.

Moreover, integrating civic agriculture into broader urban planning and sustainability strategies can
amplify its impact. Initiatives such as edible landscapes, school garden programs, and urban-rural
partnerships exemplify innovative approaches to embedding agriculture within civil society.

Global Perspectives

While much of the discourse on civic agriculture has centered on North America and Europe, parallel
movements exist worldwide. In many developing countries, community-based farming and cooperative
models have long been integral to social organization. Understanding these diverse experiences enriches
the conceptual framework of civic agriculture and offers valuable lessons for global food system
transformation.

Civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and contemporary
perspectives continues to inspire a reimagining of how food systems can better serve social, environmental,
and economic goals. By bridging past traditions with present innovations, it offers a pathway toward
resilient and just communities that value the integral role of agriculture in civil society.

Civic Agriculture Reconnecting Farm Food And Community
Civil Society Historical And Contemporary Perspectives

  civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and
contemporary perspectives: Civic Agriculture Thomas A. Lyson, 2012-05-22 A engaging analysis
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of food production in the United States emphasizing that sustainable agricultural development is
important to community health.
  civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and
contemporary perspectives: Civic Agriculture Thomas A. Lyson, 2004-06 A engaging analysis of
food production in the United States emphasizing that sustainable agricultural development is
important to community health.
  civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and
contemporary perspectives: Civil Society, Philanthropy, and the Fate of the Commons Bruce
R. Sievers, 2010 Traces the historical development of civil society and philanthropy in the West and
analyzes their role in solving the problems faced by modern liberal democracy
  civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and
contemporary perspectives: Fifty Years in Public Causes Brian O'Connell, 2005 Stories from a
fascinating life devoted to providing opportunities for citizens to improve their lives, strengthen their
communities, and empower democracy.
  civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and
contemporary perspectives: Women, Philanthropy, and Social Change Elayne Clift, 2005 The
definitive book on women and philanthropy--essential reading for scholars, students, donors,
grantees, and philanthropists.
  civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and
contemporary perspectives: The Internet Generation Henry Milner, 2010-07-31 An investigation
of political disengagement among young people in North America and Europe
  civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and
contemporary perspectives: Social Enterprise Janelle A. Kerlin, 2009-11-10 The first comparative
look at how social enterprise is shaped by local conditions worldwide
  civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and
contemporary perspectives: Citizen Environmentalists James Longhurst, 2012-06-22 A telling
look at the lives and strategies of women environmental activists in the long 1960s, solidly grounded
in a national context
  civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and
contemporary perspectives: Uncharitable Dan Pallotta, 2010 A courageous call to free charity
from its ideological and economic constraints
  civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and
contemporary perspectives: Smallville Carl Milofsky, 2008 Familiar organizational theories often
do not fit comfortably when applied to community-level associations or small, local, nonprofit
organizations. In Smallville, Carl Milofsky empirically and theoretically studies the organizational
dynamics involved in this common American model. Organizations functioning within a community
are usually treated as separate units, but when they all exist in the same place and tend to be made
up of the same people who are living out different aspects of their identities in various settings, a
new analytical paradigm is required. Milofsky’s study culminates in the formulation of an innovative
way of understanding this phenomenon—an essential, pioneering theory of “transorganizations.”
  civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and
contemporary perspectives: From Command to Community Nicholas V. Longo, Cynthia M.
Gibson, 2011 Diverse essays create a new definition of leadership education based in colleges and
universities
  civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and
contemporary perspectives: Acting Civically Susan A. Ostrander, Kent E. Portney, 2007 New
multidisciplinary scholarship on civic engagement in America
  civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and
contemporary perspectives: The Future of Democracy Peter Levine, 2015-01-06 We need young
people to be civically engaged in order to define and address public problems. Their participation is
important for democracy, for institutions such as schools, and for young people themselves, who are



more likely to succeed in life if they are engaged in their communities. In The Future of Democracy,
Peter Levine, scholar and practitioner, sounds the alarm: in recent years, young Americans have
become dangerously less engaged. They are tolerant, patriotic, and idealistic, and some have
invented such novel and impressive forms of civic engagement, as blogs, buycott movements, and
transnational youth networks. But most lack the skills and opportunities they need to participate in
politics or address public problems. Levine's timely manifesto clearly explains the causes, symptoms,
and repercussions of this damaging trend, and, most importantly, the means whereby America can
confront and reverse it. Levine demonstrates how to change young people's civic attitudes, skills,
and knowledge and, equally importantly, to reform our institutions so that civic engagement is
rewarding and effective. We must both prepare citizens for politics and improve politics for citizens.
  civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and
contemporary perspectives: Strong Liberalism Jason A. Scorza, 2008 In this age of total war on
terrorism, many liberals fail to recognize the dangers of adopting the methods of their enemies--of
meeting propaganda with propaganda, cruelty with cruelty, and violence with violence. Other
liberals reject even modest efforts to teach and regulate good citizenship, fearing that in doing so
they will come to resemble their enemies. Can liberal democracy be strengthened and secured
without either compromising basic liberal principles or emasculating fundamental liberal purposes?
The great totalitarian regimes of the twentieth century are gone, but the need for strong liberalism
has never been more urgent. Jason A. Scorza argues that liberalism can generate an account of
citizenship responsive to such pressing contemporary challenges as political fear, political apathy,
and conformist political membership. Strong Liberalism is founded on understanding thoroughly the
canonical defenders of liberal democracy (John Stuart Mill, John Rawls, and Judith Shklar), moving
beyond the thinking of prominent contemporary theorists (Stephen Macedo, William Galston, and
Thomas Spragens), and parrying the arguments of liberalism's critics (Benjamin Barber, Michael
Sandel, and Mary Ann Glendon). Scorza imparts a sharp theory of strong liberalism that summons
liberal philosophy to the battlefield of the inner life of politics and recalls it to its own essential but
often overlooked strengths: civic friendship, political courage, political self-reliance, civic toleration,
and political irreverence. The theory of strong liberalism accepts that civic strength is rooted in civic
pluralism. Liberal democracy is best served by the cultivation of multiple examples of good
citizenship rather than by the insistence that a single, ideal civic character can be identified and
universally imposed through civic education.
  civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and
contemporary perspectives: Challenges for Nonprofits and Philanthropy Pablo Eisenberg, 2005
The indispensable collection of writings by one of contemporary philanthropy's most influential and
outspoken voices.
  civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and
contemporary perspectives: Forthcoming Books Rose Arny, 2004
  civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and
contemporary perspectives: The British National Bibliography Arthur James Wells, 2006
  civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and
contemporary perspectives: Civic Engagement in Food System Governance Alan R. Hunt,
2015-10-05 The local food movement is one of the most active of current civil engagement social
movements. This work presents primary evidence from over 900 documents, interviews, and
participant observations, and provides the first descriptive history of local food movement national
policy achievements in the US, from 1976 to 2013, and in the UK, from 1991 to 2013, together with
reviews of both the American and British local food movements. It provides a US-UK comparative
context, significantly updating earlier comparisons of American, British and European farm and
rural policies. The comparative perspective shows that, over time, more effective strategies for
national policy change required social-movement building strategies, such as collaborative policy
coalitions, capacity-building for smaller organizations, and policy entrepreneurship for joining
together separate rural, farming, food, and health interests. In contrast, narrowly-defined single



issue campaigns often undermined long-term policy change, even if short-term wins emerged. By
profiling interviews of American and English movement leaders, policymakers, and funders, the book
demonstrates that democratic participation in food policy is best supported when funders incentivize
groups to work together and overcome their differences.
  civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and
contemporary perspectives: Civil Society and Social Movements in Food System Governance
Peter Andrée, Jill K. Clark, Charles Z. Levkoe, Kristen Lowitt, 2019-01-30 This book offers insights
into the governance of contemporary food systems and their ongoing transformation by social
movements. As global food systems face multiple threats and challenges there is an opportunity for
social movements and civil society to play a more active role in building social justice and ecological
sustainability. Drawing on case studies from Canada, the United States, Europe and New Zealand,
this edited collection showcases promising ways forward for civil society actors to engage in
governance. The authors address topics including: the variety of forms that governance engagement
takes from multi-stakeholderism to co-governance to polycentrism/self-governance; the values and
power dynamics that underpin these different types of governance processes; effective approaches
for achieving desired values and goals; and, the broader relationships and networks that may be
activated to support change. By examining and comparing a variety of governance innovations, at a
range of scales, the book offers insights for those considering contemporary food systems and their
ongoing transformation. It is suitable for food studies students and researchers within geography,
environmental studies, anthropology, policy studies, planning, health sciences and sociology, and
will also be of interest to policy makers and civil society organisations with a focus on food systems.
The Open Access version of this book, available at
http://www.tandfebooks.com/doi/view/10.4324/9780429503597, has been made available under a
Creative Commons Attribution-Non Commercial-No Derivatives 4.0 license.
  civic agriculture reconnecting farm food and community civil society historical and
contemporary perspectives: Nourishing Communities Irena Knezevic, Alison Blay-Palmer,
Charles Z. Levkoe, Phil Mount, Erin Nelson, 2017-06-10 This edited volume builds on existing
alternative food initiatives and food movements research to explore how a systems approach can
bring about health and well-being through enhanced collaboration. Chapters describe the myriad
ways community-driven actors work to foster food systems that are socially just, embed food in local
economies, regenerate the environment and actively engage citizens. Drawing on case studies,
interviews and Participatory Action Research projects, the editors share the stories behind
community-driven efforts to develop sustainable food systems, and present a critical assessment of
both the tensions and the achievements of these initiatives. The volume is unique in its focus on
approaches and methodologies that both support and recognize the value of community-based
practices. Throughout the book the editors identify success stories, challenges and opportunities
that link practitioner experience to critical debates in food studies, practice and policy. By making
current practices visible to scholars, the volume speaks to people engaged in the co-creation of
knowledge, and documents a crucial point in the evolution of a rapidly expanding and dynamic
sustainable food systems movement. Entrenched food insecurity, climate change induced crop
failures, rural-urban migration, escalating rates of malnutrition related diseases, and aging farm
populations are increasingly common obstacles for communities around the world. Merging private,
public and civil society spheres, the book gives voice to actors from across the sustainable food
system movement including small businesses, not-for-profits, eaters, farmers and government.
Insights into the potential for market restructuring, knowledge sharing, planning and bridging
civic-political divides come from across Canada, the United States and Mexico, making this a key
resource for policy-makers, students, citizens, and practitioners.
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