
arthur miller death of a salesman
Arthur Miller Death of a Salesman: Exploring the Timeless American Tragedy

arthur miller death of a salesman is one of the most iconic plays in American literature,
resonating deeply with audiences since its debut in 1949. This powerful drama captures the
complexities of the American Dream through the life of Willy Loman, a struggling salesman
facing personal and professional failure. Arthur Miller’s exploration of identity, family
dynamics, and societal expectations remains as relevant today as it was over seventy years
ago.

In this article, we’ll dive into the themes, characters, and lasting impact of Arthur Miller’s
masterpiece, shedding light on why Death of a Salesman continues to be a cornerstone in
theater studies and cultural discussions.

The Story Behind Arthur Miller Death of a
Salesman

Arthur Miller wrote Death of a Salesman during the post-World War II era, a time when the
United States was experiencing rapid economic growth and social change. Through the
character of Willy Loman, Miller critiques the elusive nature of the American Dream—the
idea that anyone can achieve success and prosperity through hard work and charm.

The narrative follows Willy’s psychological decline as he grapples with his waning career,
strained family relationships, and his desperate desire to leave a legacy. The play is
structured around Willy’s memories and present struggles, creating a poignant blend of
reality and illusion.

Who Was Willy Loman?

Willy Loman is the quintessential everyman—a man caught between his aspirations and the
harsh realities of life. His relentless pursuit of success, coupled with his inability to accept
failure, paints a tragic portrait of human vulnerability. Willy’s character embodies themes of
self-delusion and the crushing weight of societal expectations.

Understanding Willy is key to appreciating Arthur Miller’s death of a salesman because he
represents not just one man’s story but a universal struggle with identity and purpose.

Major Themes in Arthur Miller Death of a
Salesman

The beauty of Death of a Salesman lies in its multi-layered themes that invite reflection and



discussion. Here are some of the central themes that make this play a profound study of
human nature and society.

The American Dream and Its Discontents

At the heart of the play is a critique of the American Dream. Willy Loman believes that
charisma and being well-liked are the keys to success, a belief that ultimately leads to his
downfall. Miller challenges the notion that material wealth and popularity guarantee
happiness or fulfillment.

This theme encourages audiences to question the values placed on success and to consider
the psychological toll of chasing an idealized version of life.

Family and Generational Conflict

The Loman family dynamic is fraught with tension, misunderstandings, and unspoken
disappointments. Willy’s relationships with his sons, Biff and Happy, reveal the complexities
of parental expectations and individual identity.

Biff’s rejection of his father’s dreams and his own struggle to find meaning highlight the
generational divide that often accompanies shifts in societal values. Arthur Miller uses
these familial conflicts to explore broader issues of self-worth and reconciliation.

Reality vs. Illusion

Willy frequently escapes into memories and fantasies, blurring the line between what is real
and what he wishes to be true. This interplay between reality and illusion exposes his
fragile mental state and his desperate attempt to cope with failure.

Arthur Miller’s use of this technique not only builds dramatic tension but also invites the
audience to empathize with Willy’s inner turmoil.

Characters That Bring the Play to Life

While Willy Loman is the centerpiece, the supporting characters add richness and depth to
the narrative.

Biff Loman: The Disillusioned Son

Biff’s character arc is critical in understanding the play’s message. Once full of potential,
Biff becomes disillusioned with his father’s ideals and his own failures. His journey towards



self-awareness serves as a counterpoint to Willy’s stubborn illusions.

Linda Loman: The Loyal Wife

Linda provides emotional stability and unwavering support for Willy. Her character
embodies the quiet strength of those who stand behind loved ones through thick and thin.
Linda’s role highlights themes of loyalty and sacrifice within the family unit.

Happy Loman and Supporting Roles

Happy, Willy’s younger son, represents superficial ambition and the continuation of certain
family patterns. Other characters, like Charley and Bernard, serve as foils to Willy,
illustrating alternative paths and definitions of success.

Why Arthur Miller Death of a Salesman Still
Matters Today

More than seven decades after its premiere, Death of a Salesman remains a staple in
theaters and classrooms worldwide. Its enduring relevance stems from its exploration of
timeless human struggles—identity, failure, and the pursuit of meaning.

The Play’s Impact on American Theater and Culture

Arthur Miller’s work helped redefine American drama by moving away from romanticized
portrayals of success to more realistic and critical examinations of society. Death of a
Salesman won the Pulitzer Prize and Tony Award, cementing its status as a landmark play.

Its influence extends beyond theater, inspiring films, adaptations, and discussions about
mental health, economic pressures, and family dynamics.

Lessons for Modern Audiences

In today’s fast-paced, success-driven world, the play’s themes resonate with anyone facing
the pressures of societal expectations. It encourages viewers to reflect on what truly
defines success and to recognize the importance of empathy and understanding within
families.

For students and theater enthusiasts, studying Arthur Miller death of a salesman offers
valuable insights into character development, narrative structure, and thematic depth.



Tips for Studying Arthur Miller Death of a
Salesman

If you’re approaching this play for the first time, whether for academic purposes or personal
interest, here are some ways to deepen your appreciation:

Analyze the historical context: Understanding post-war America helps illuminate
the play’s social commentary.

Focus on character motivations: Consider why characters act as they do and how
their desires shape the plot.

Watch different adaptations: Various stage and film versions offer unique
interpretations that can enrich your perspective.

Reflect on the symbolism: Objects like Willy’s car or seeds carry deeper meanings
connected to themes of growth and failure.

Engage in discussions: Sharing ideas with others can uncover new layers of
meaning and relevance.

Exploring Adaptations and Interpretations

Arthur Miller death of a salesman has been adapted numerous times, each bringing fresh
insights to the narrative. From classic Broadway revivals to modern cinematic versions,
these adaptations highlight different aspects of the play.

Some productions emphasize the psychological drama, using innovative staging to
represent Willy’s fractured mind. Others focus on the socio-economic critique, spotlighting
the pressures of capitalism and consumer culture.

These varied interpretations ensure that the play remains a living, evolving work that
speaks to each generation in its own way.

---

Arthur Miller’s Death of a Salesman continues to be a profound exploration of human
ambition, failure, and the complex nature of the American Dream. Its rich characters,
compelling themes, and emotional depth make it a must-read and must-see for anyone
interested in literature, theater, or the human condition. Whether you encounter it on
stage, screen, or in the classroom, this play offers enduring lessons about the cost of
illusion and the value of self-acceptance.



Frequently Asked Questions

What is the central theme of Arthur Miller's 'Death of a
Salesman'?
The central theme of 'Death of a Salesman' is the critique of the American Dream, exploring
the struggles of Willy Loman as he confronts failure, disillusionment, and the pressures of
societal expectations.

How does Arthur Miller portray the character of Willy
Loman in 'Death of a Salesman'?
Arthur Miller portrays Willy Loman as a tragic figure, a struggling salesman whose
unwavering belief in the American Dream leads to his downfall, highlighting his flaws,
vulnerabilities, and deep need for validation.

Why is 'Death of a Salesman' considered a significant
work in American literature?
'Death of a Salesman' is considered significant because it offers a profound critique of
capitalism and the American Dream, using realistic characters and emotional depth to
address universal themes of identity, failure, and family dynamics.

How does the structure of 'Death of a Salesman'
enhance its themes?
The play's non-linear structure, with frequent flashbacks and shifts between past and
present, reflects Willy Loman's deteriorating mental state and emphasizes the contrast
between his dreams and reality.

What role does the concept of success play in 'Death of
a Salesman'?
Success in 'Death of a Salesman' is portrayed as a complex and often unattainable ideal,
with characters like Willy and his sons struggling to define and achieve it, ultimately
revealing the damaging effects of equating self-worth with material and social
achievement.

Additional Resources
Arthur Miller Death of a Salesman: An In-Depth Exploration of the American Tragedy

arthur miller death of a salesman stands as one of the most influential and enduring
works in American theater history. Since its debut in 1949, the play has not only captivated
audiences but also provided a profound commentary on the elusive American Dream,



identity, and the complexities of family dynamics. Arthur Miller’s masterful storytelling and
incisive critique of post-war American society continue to resonate, making "Death of a
Salesman" a quintessential study in both literature and social critique.

Understanding Arthur Miller’s Death of a
Salesman

"Death of a Salesman" is often hailed as a seminal piece of American drama that explores
the tragic downfall of Willy Loman, an aging salesman struggling to come to terms with his
perceived failures and shattered aspirations. Arthur Miller crafted this narrative in a period
marked by economic growth and changing social values, yet his portrayal of Willy’s
disillusionment challenges the optimistic narrative of prosperity. The play’s structure is
notable for its fluid movement between past and present, revealing the psychological depth
of the protagonist and the impact of his choices on his family.

The narrative centers on Willy Loman’s internal and external conflicts, highlighting themes
such as self-delusion, the pressure to succeed, and the generational divide between Willy
and his sons Biff and Happy. Miller’s use of expressionism allows the audience to
experience the fragmentation of Willy’s mind, blurring lines between reality and memory in
a way that underscores the tragic nature of his life.

Thematic Depth and Social Critique

One of the most compelling aspects of Arthur Miller’s "Death of a Salesman" is its
exploration of the American Dream—the idea that hard work and determination inevitably
lead to success. Willy Loman embodies this dream but also its darker side: the relentless
pursuit of material success at the expense of personal happiness and integrity. Miller
critiques this ideal by exposing how societal expectations can distort individual identity and
warp familial relationships.

The play also tackles the concept of masculinity and self-worth, particularly in the context
of post-war America where traditional gender roles were being questioned. Willy’s sense of
masculinity is closely tied to his ability to provide financially, and his failure in this regard
precipitates his tragic downfall. Biff’s rejection of his father’s dreams further complicates
this dynamic, illustrating a generational shift in values and aspirations.

Character Analysis and Psychological Complexity

Willy Loman is arguably one of the most complex characters in American literature. His
tragic flaw—hubris mixed with profound self-delusion—drives the narrative forward. Willy’s
constant need for validation and his skewed perception of reality lead him to inflate his
successes and minimize his failures. This psychological complexity invites audiences to
empathize with his plight even as they recognize his flaws.



Biff Loman, Willy’s elder son, serves as a foil to his father’s idealism. Biff’s journey from a
promising athlete to a disillusioned adult reflects the harsh realities that many individuals
face when confronting their own limitations and societal pressures. Happy, the younger son,
embodies superficial success and materialism, further highlighting the varied responses to
the American Dream within a single family.

Arthur Miller Death of a Salesman in the Context
of American Literature

The importance of "Death of a Salesman" extends beyond its narrative to its place in the
canon of American literature. The play’s realistic portrayal of everyday struggles and its
unflinching examination of societal values mark a departure from the more romanticized or
idealistic works that preceded it. Miller’s work has often been compared to Tennessee
Williams’ plays and Eugene O’Neill’s tragedies, situating it firmly within the tradition of
American realism and modernist drama.

Moreover, the play’s critical success—winning the Pulitzer Prize for Drama and the Tony
Award for Best Play—cemented Arthur Miller’s reputation as a playwright who could capture
the zeitgeist with nuance and emotional depth. Its frequent revivals and adaptations across
various media continue to attest to its relevance and adaptability.

Impact on Theater and Popular Culture

"Death of a Salesman" has profoundly influenced theatrical productions and popular culture
alike. Its archetypal characters and themes have inspired countless reinterpretations,
including films, television adaptations, and stage revivals. Actors portraying Willy Loman,
from Lee J. Cobb in the original production to Dustin Hoffman and Philip Seymour Hoffman
in later adaptations, have brought new dimensions to the character, demonstrating the
play’s rich potential for exploration.

The play’s enduring appeal also lies in its universal themes—struggle, identity, failure, and
hope—that transcend the American context and speak to audiences worldwide. Its critique
of capitalism and consumer culture remains pertinent in contemporary discussions about
economic inequality and societal expectations.

Critical Perspectives and Interpretations

Critical reception of "Death of a Salesman" has evolved over the decades, with scholars
analyzing it through various lenses including psychoanalysis, Marxism, and feminist theory.
Psychoanalytic critics often focus on Willy’s mental state and his fractured perception of
reality, while Marxist interpretations highlight the socioeconomic forces shaping his
downfall and the commodification of human worth.

Feminist readings draw attention to the often-overlooked female characters such as Linda



Loman, whose loyalty and strength provide an emotional anchor to the family despite her
marginalization. Linda’s role challenges traditional gender expectations subtly but
powerfully, revealing the emotional labor women perform in sustaining familial cohesion.

Pros and Cons of the Play’s Narrative and Style

Pros:

Deep psychological insight into character motivations and conflicts.

Innovative narrative structure that blends past and present seamlessly.

Universal themes that maintain relevance across generations and cultures.

Rich dialogue and symbolism that offer multiple layers of interpretation.

Cons:

Some modern audiences may find the pacing slow compared to contemporary
dramas.

The focus on the American Dream might feel culturally specific, limiting
resonance in some contexts without adaptation.

Certain characters, especially female roles, have been criticized for limited
development.

Legacy and Continued Relevance

Arthur Miller’s "Death of a Salesman" remains a cornerstone of theatrical education and
performance worldwide. Its exploration of identity, societal pressure, and familial obligation
continues to provoke thought and discussion among scholars, critics, and audiences alike.
The play’s adaptability has allowed it to be staged in diverse cultural contexts, proving that
the core human dilemmas it addresses are far from obsolete.

In an era marked by economic uncertainty and shifting cultural values, "Death of a
Salesman" offers a mirror to the ongoing struggles individuals face in defining success and
self-worth. Arthur Miller’s craftsmanship ensures that Willy Loman’s story is not just a
product of its time but a timeless reflection on the human condition.



Arthur Miller Death Of A Salesman

  arthur miller death of a salesman: Arthur Miller's Death of a Salesman Peter L. Hays, Kent
Nicholson, 2008-03-01 An accessible, informative critical introduction to Miller's Death of a
Salesman, a key text at undergraduate level.
  arthur miller death of a salesman: Arthur Miller's Death of a Salesman , 2008-01-01
Arthur Miller’s Death of a Salesman, the third volume in the Dialogue series, covers six major and
controversial topics dealing with Miller’s classic play. The topics include feminism and the role of
women in the drama, the American Dream, business and capitalism, the significance of technology,
the legacy that Willy leaves to Biff, and Miller’s use of symbolism. The authors of the essays include
prominent Arthur Miller scholars such as Terry Otten and the late Steven Centola as well as young,
emerging scholars. Some of the essays, particularly the ones written by the emerging scholars, tend
to employ literary theory while the ones by the established scholars tend to illustrate the strengths
of traditional criticism by interpreting the text closely. It is fascinating to see how scholars at
different stages of their academic careers approach a given topic from distinct perspectives and
sometimes diverse methodologies. The essays offer insightful and provocative readings of Death of a
Salesman in a collection that will prove quite useful to scholars and students of Miller’s most famous
play.
  arthur miller death of a salesman: Death of a Salesman Arthur Miller, 1976-10-28 The
Pulitzer Prize-winning tragedy of a salesman’s deferred American dream Ever since it was first
performed in 1949, Death of a Salesman has been recognized as a milestone of the American
theater. In the person of Willy Loman, the aging, failing salesman who makes his living riding on a
smile and a shoeshine, Arthur Miller redefined the tragic hero as a man whose dreams are at once
insupportably vast and dangerously insubstantial. He has given us a figure whose name has become
a symbol for a kind of majestic grandiosity—and a play that compresses epic extremes of humor and
anguish, promise and loss, between the four walls of an American living room. By common consent,
this is one of the finest dramas in the whole range of the American theater. —Brooks Atkinson, The
New York Times So simple, central, and terrible that the run of playwrights would neither care nor
dare to attempt it. —Time
  arthur miller death of a salesman: Death of a Salesman Arthur Miller, 1998-05-01 The
Pulitzer Prize-winning tragedy of a salesman’s deferred American dream Ever since it was first
performed in 1949, Death of a Salesman has been recognized as a milestone of the American
theater. In the person of Willy Loman, the aging, failing salesman who makes his living riding on a
smile and a shoeshine, Arthur Miller redefined the tragic hero as a man whose dreams are at once
insupportably vast and dangerously insubstantial. He has given us a figure whose name has become
a symbol for a kind of majestic grandiosity—and a play that compresses epic extremes of humor and
anguish, promise and loss, between the four walls of an American living room. By common consent,
this is one of the finest dramas in the whole range of the American theater. —Brooks Atkinson, The
New York Times So simple, central, and terrible that the run of playwrights would neither care nor
dare to attempt it. —Time
  arthur miller death of a salesman: Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller (MAXnotes) ,
Presents study tools on Arthur Miller's Death of a Salesman, including background on the work and
author and section-by-section character lists, summaries, analyses, study questions and answers,
and essay topic suggestions.
  arthur miller death of a salesman: A Study Guide for Arthur Miller's Death of a Salesman
Gale, Cengage Learning, 2015-09-24
  arthur miller death of a salesman: Death of a Salesman Arthur Miller, 1977 For use in
schools and libraries only. An unsuccessful traveling salesman finally confronts, in his early sixties,
his shattered dreams.
  arthur miller death of a salesman: About Arthur Miller's "Death of a Salesman". A Story

https://santacruzdance.org/archive-th-192/arthur-miller-death-of-a-salesman.pdf


of Dreams Andra Stefanescu, 2008-05-30 Essay from the year 2006 in the subject English Language
and Literature Studies - Literature, grade: 10 (A), University of Bucharest (Faculty of Foreign
Languages and Literatures), course: English Literature, language: English, abstract: My paper deals
with the exploration of the American dream for a wealthy, comfortable and successful life and the
failure in achieving it, as reflected in the Requiem of Arthur Miller’s Death of a Salesman, taking
into account the traits of Social Realism that the play meets. In this respect, Willy Loman represents
the archetype of man obsessed with material gains and madly engaged in a pursuit for success, but
who eventually ends up tragically, as a victim of his own delusions of grandeur.
  arthur miller death of a salesman: Arthur Miller: Death of a Salesman; Text and Criticism,.
Gerald Weales, 1967
  arthur miller death of a salesman: Arthur Miller Georges-Michel Sarotte, 1999 Death of a
Salesman has been called the quintessential American play , and Arthur Miller remains above all the
creator of Willy Loman and his tormented family. Half a century after its epochal premire on
Broadway the play is constantly revived in the USA and all over the world, including China. It has
been made into several cinema and television films, and audiences are still deeply moved by this
poignant American tragedy that manages to present all the contradictions and the beauty of the
American Dream. Using colloquial American English, Miller has written not only a great play a world
classic , but also a vibrant poetic tribute to his country. In his own words, Death of a Salesman is
really, a love story between a man and his son, and... between both of them and America . The
author of the present essay explores the various facets on the drama. Taking into account most of
what has been written on Miller's masterpiece, he advances his own theories about a play he has
taught in French and American universities for over twenty years.
  arthur miller death of a salesman: Arthur Miller - Death of a Salesman/The Crucible Stephen
Marino, 2015-08-16 Arthur Miller was one of the most important American playwrights and political
and cultural figures of the 20th century. Both Death of a Salesman and The Crucible stand out as his
major works: the former is always in performance somewhere in the world and the latter is Miller's
most produced play. As major modern American dramas, they are the subject of a huge amount of
criticism which can be daunting for students approaching the plays for the first time. This Reader's
Guide introduces the major critical debates surrounding the plays and discusses their unique
production histories, initial theatre reviews and later adaptations. The main trends of critical inquiry
and scholars who have purported them are examined, as are the views of Miller himself, a prolific
self-critic.
  arthur miller death of a salesman: Arthur Miller: Death of a Salesman Arthur Miller,
Herman Finkelstein Collection (Library of Congress), 1949
  arthur miller death of a salesman: Quicklet on Arthur Miller's Death of a Salesman
(CliffNotes-like Book Summary and Analysis) Steven John, 2012-07-30 ABOUT THE BOOK “A
diamond is hard and rough to the touch.” - Ben Loman, Death of a Salesman Why is Arthur Miller’s
Death of a Salesman still relevant today? Perhaps this simple question begs the question “IS it still
relevant?” To any who ask this, the simple answer is an admonition to read the play. Or see it
staged. Or watch any of the myriad cinematic adaptations. (Dustin Hoffman’s portrayal of Willy
Loman is arguably a gold standard performance. There are many fine renditions of the role, but the
best is surely the one conjured in a careful reader’s mind.) Before we delve too deeply into the
lasting meaning of this play and the still poignant struggles of its characters, let us discuss
something held so directly before our faces that we may well look through it and never recognize its
paramount importance: the play’s name. Arthur Miller titled his play -- his first real success -- not
simply Death of a Salesman but added the sub-title Certain private conversations in two acts and a
requiem. Indeed, death hangs heavy here. The title makes it clear and the word requiem makes it
tangible. But let us look, briefly, at the title in surgical detail. Why not “The” Death of a Salesman?
Or why not Death of THE salesman? These simple words, these direct object identifiers, would
change Willy Loman from the everyman to the man. The genius of Arthur Miller is that Loman
manages to be both an everyman and a “real” person -- a character we believe existed, with all his



faults, his ticks, his occasional smiles, and his undeniable, unbearable descent. This is the story of
one man and his family as his life circles the drain, the lives of all those who touch his -- an ever
smaller circle of people -- following not far behind. It is a story of neurosis and denial, of failure and
suffering and of a falsified, gilded past in which the broken characters try to find happiness and
solace. Well, that sounds rather bleak. So why is this such a resonant, potent, and beloved play?
Perhaps because it tells a story we all know, and tells it so well. Perhaps it is because as we watch
the ever descending arc that is the lives of Willy, Linda, Biff, and Happy Loman, we are made to
whisper under our breath “Yes... and there but for the grace of god go I.” Or maybe it is simply
because Arthur Miller was such a fine playwright that he could likely have made a three act about
pipe fitting enthralling to all. We shall see as we head deeper into the meat of the play; farther down
into the minds -- and psychoses -- of the players. But first, who wrought this jewel? “And I looked at
the pen and I thought, what the hell am I grabbing this for? EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK The curtain
opens on a small house, several of its walls “removed” so we can see inside it. The lights gradually
change to reveal that the house, once quaint and on a lovely spread of land, is now falling apart and
is surrounded by tall, drab apartment buildings. The home’s decline mimics that of the head of
household, Willy Loman, a man in his 60s and very, very tired. Loman enters late at night, carrying
his heavy valises -- the tools of the trade of a salesman in the 1940s -- and shuffling his tired feet. He
is greeted by his wife Linda, a kind, patient but sad woman. The couple talk at length and Willy
reveals that he could not complete his trip, intended to take him from their home in New York up to
Boston, and has sold nothing that day. He could not complete the trip because his tired mind kept
wandering into memories of the past and he found the car drifting about the road, following his
meandering thoughts. Loman even thinks he was driving a car the family has not owned for years.
He is a man whose best years are past; whose very mind is fading... ...buy the book to continue
reading!
  arthur miller death of a salesman: Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller (Book
Analysis) Bright Summaries, 2019-03-28 Unlock the more straightforward side of Death of a
Salesman with this concise and insightful summary and analysis! This engaging summary presents
an analysis of Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller, a tragic drama centred on the character of Willy
Loman and his turbulent relationship with his eldest son, Biff. Over the course of the play,
flashbacks or dream sequences are used to reveal the reasons why their bond has disintegrated to
such a degree, focusing on Willy’s obsession with material success and Biff’s rejection of the
narrative of the American Dream to illustrate the stark contrasts between their personalities and
attitudes towards life. Arthur Miller is considered one of the most influential dramatists of the 20th
century, and Death of a Salesman is one of his best-known plays. It remains popular today, and new
productions of the play are frequently performed. Find out everything you need to know about Death
of a Salesman in a fraction of the time! This in-depth and informative reading guide brings you: • A
complete plot summary • Character studies • Key themes and symbols • Questions for further
reflection Why choose BrightSummaries.com? Available in print and digital format, our publications
are designed to accompany you on your reading journey. The clear and concise style makes for easy
understanding, providing the perfect opportunity to improve your literary knowledge in no time. See
the very best of literature in a whole new light with BrightSummaries.com!
  arthur miller death of a salesman: Arthur Miller's Death of a Salesman Joan Thellusson
Nourse, 1997
  arthur miller death of a salesman: Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller Peter Spalding,
1987
  arthur miller death of a salesman: Arthur Miller's Death of a Salesman , 1963
  arthur miller death of a salesman: Miller: Death of a Salesman Brenda Murphy,
1995-04-27 The first critical history of one of American theatre's most famous plays, Death of a
Salesman.
  arthur miller death of a salesman: Arthur Miller's Death of a Salesman Joan Brooks, 1988
  arthur miller death of a salesman: Death of a Salesman Arthur Miller, 1996-01-01 The



Pulitzer Prize-winning tragedy of a salesman’s deferred American dream Ever since it was first
performed in 1949, Death of a Salesman has been recognized as a milestone of the American
theater. In the person of Willy Loman, the aging, failing salesman who makes his living riding on a
smile and a shoeshine, Arthur Miller redefined the tragic hero as a man whose dreams are at once
insupportably vast and dangerously insubstantial. He has given us a figure whose name has become
a symbol for a kind of majestic grandiosity—and a play that compresses epic extremes of humor and
anguish, promise and loss, between the four walls of an American living room. By common consent,
this is one of the finest dramas in the whole range of the American theater. —Brooks Atkinson, The
New York Times So simple, central, and terrible that the run of playwrights would neither care nor
dare to attempt it. —Time
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