
a peoples history by howard zinn
**A People's History by Howard Zinn: Reimagining America's Past**

a peoples history by howard zinn is more than just a book title; it represents a
revolutionary approach to understanding American history through the eyes of those often
left out of traditional narratives. Howard Zinn, a historian and social activist, challenges the
conventional stories taught in schools by focusing on the struggles, voices, and experiences
of everyday people—workers, women, African Americans, Native Americans, and other
marginalized groups. This perspective not only reshapes how we view the past but also
influences how we think about justice and democracy today.

What Makes A People’s History by Howard Zinn
Unique?

Most history textbooks paint a picture of America’s past centered on presidents, generals,
and famous founding fathers. Zinn’s *A People’s History of the United States* flips the script
by exploring history from the bottom up. Instead of celebrating conquest and political
triumphs alone, Zinn highlights resistance movements, social injustices, and the continuous
fight for equality.

Focus on Marginalized Voices

One of the defining features of Zinn’s work is its deliberate focus on groups often omitted
from mainstream histories. For example, the experiences of Native Americans during
colonization are presented not as isolated events but as ongoing struggles against
displacement and cultural eradication. Similarly, the book sheds light on the brutal realities
of slavery and the persistent systemic racism faced by African Americans long after
emancipation.

Challenging Traditional Narratives

Zinn questions the dominant narratives that glorify American exceptionalism and military
conquests. He invites readers to reconsider stories about the “discovery” of America, the
motivations behind wars, and the impact of economic policies on ordinary citizens. This
critical approach encourages readers to be skeptical of one-sided accounts and to seek a
more nuanced understanding of history.

The Impact of A People’s History on Education



and Activism

Since its publication in 1980, *A People’s History of the United States* has profoundly
influenced both academic circles and grassroots movements. By providing an accessible
and engaging alternative to traditional history textbooks, Zinn’s work has become a staple
in classrooms and activist groups alike.

Inspiring Critical Thinking in Education

Educators who use Zinn’s book often report that it sparks meaningful discussions about
power, inequality, and social change. It encourages students to question whose interests
are served by mainstream histories and to appreciate the complexity of historical events.
This pedagogical shift helps students develop critical thinking skills essential not only for
understanding history but also for engaging as informed citizens.

Fueling Social Movements

Activists have found *A People’s History* to be a valuable tool for understanding the roots
of social injustices and the strategies of past movements. The book provides historical
context for contemporary struggles—whether related to civil rights, labor, or indigenous
sovereignty—and offers inspiration by highlighting how ordinary people have shaped
history through collective action.

Exploring Key Themes in A People’s History by
Howard Zinn

Zinn’s narrative is rich with recurring themes that challenge readers to rethink the
foundations of American society. Understanding these themes can deepen your
appreciation of the book’s insights.

Resistance and Rebellion

From slave revolts to labor strikes, Zinn emphasizes the countless acts of resistance that
punctuate American history. These stories demonstrate that history is not just shaped by
rulers but by those who demand justice and equality.

Economic Inequality

The book delves into the economic disparities that have persisted throughout U.S. history,
exploring how wealth and power have often been concentrated in the hands of a few while



the majority faced exploitation. This critical examination connects economic policies to
social outcomes in a way that many traditional histories overlook.

Imperialism and War

Zinn critiques the justifications for American wars, from the Indian Wars to the Vietnam
War, revealing how military actions frequently serve economic or political interests rather
than noble ideals. This perspective invites readers to question official narratives about
patriotism and national security.

Tips for Reading and Using A People’s History
Effectively

If you’re diving into *A People’s History of the United States* for the first time, here are
some tips to enrich your reading experience:

Read with an open mind: Zinn’s perspective may challenge deeply held beliefs, so
approach the book as an opportunity to expand your understanding.

Cross-reference sources: While the book is well-researched, supplementing it with
other histories can provide additional context and viewpoints.

Use it as a discussion starter: Whether in classrooms, book clubs, or social groups,
discussing the book’s themes can deepen your insights and connect history to current
issues.

Explore related works: Zinn’s other writings and documentaries, like *Voices of a
People’s History*, offer complementary perspectives that enrich the narrative.

The Legacy of Howard Zinn’s A People’s History

Decades after its initial release, *A People’s History by Howard Zinn* remains a powerful
catalyst for conversation and change. Its influence extends beyond academia into popular
culture and political discourse. The book has inspired numerous editions, adaptations, and
even controversies, as some critics argue that it presents a biased or overly negative view
of American history.

Yet, its enduring popularity speaks to a widespread desire for histories that acknowledge
complexity and give voice to those traditionally silenced. By spotlighting the struggles and
resilience of ordinary people, Zinn’s work invites us all to reconsider what history is—and
who it belongs to.



As you engage with *A People’s History*, you may find yourself reflecting not only on the
past but also on the role you play in shaping the future. After all, history is not just about
what happened long ago; it’s about how those stories inform our present and inspire
collective action toward a more just society.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main perspective presented in Howard
Zinn's 'A People's History of the United States'?
The book presents American history from the perspective of marginalized and oppressed
groups, such as Indigenous peoples, African Americans, workers, and women, challenging
traditional narratives centered on political elites and conquerors.

How does Howard Zinn's approach in 'A People's
History' differ from traditional history textbooks?
Zinn focuses on the experiences and struggles of ordinary people rather than just political
leaders or major events, emphasizing social justice, inequality, and resistance movements
throughout U.S. history.

Why is 'A People's History of the United States'
considered controversial?
The book challenges established historical narratives and often critiques American
government actions and policies, leading some critics to accuse it of being biased or
politically motivated.

What periods and events does 'A People's History'
cover?
The book spans from the arrival of Christopher Columbus in 1492 through the late 20th
century, covering key events such as colonization, slavery, labor movements, civil rights
struggles, and anti-war protests.

How has 'A People's History of the United States'
influenced education and activism?
It has encouraged educators and readers to reconsider and broaden their understanding of
American history, inspiring activism by highlighting past struggles for rights and justice.

Are there any notable critiques regarding the accuracy



of 'A People's History'?
Some historians argue that Zinn selectively uses sources to support his viewpoints and
downplays certain complexities, but many acknowledge its value in presenting alternative
perspectives often overlooked in mainstream histories.

Additional Resources
A People's History by Howard Zinn: A Revolutionary Reexamination of American History

a peoples history by howard zinn stands as a seminal work that has profoundly
influenced the way history is taught and understood in the United States. Since its
publication in 1980, this groundbreaking book has challenged the traditional narratives of
American history by foregrounding the experiences and struggles of everyday people rather
than political elites and celebrated figures. Howard Zinn, a historian and social activist,
sought to rewrite history from the perspective of marginalized communities, including
indigenous peoples, African Americans, laborers, women, and other oppressed groups. This
article provides an analytical and SEO-optimized review of "A People’s History," exploring
its methodology, impact, and continuing relevance in contemporary discussions about
history and social justice.

Reframing American History Through a
Grassroots Lens

At its core, a peoples history by howard zinn offers a critical departure from
conventional historical accounts that often glorify political leaders and military conquests.
Zinn’s narrative emphasizes systemic inequalities and the resistance movements led by
those historically excluded from power. This alternative historiography aligns with broader
trends in social history, which prioritize the roles of ordinary individuals and subaltern
groups in shaping societal change.

Unlike traditional textbooks that tend to present a linear, celebratory account of American
progress, Zinn’s work interrogates the darker chapters of U.S. history. It highlights episodes
such as the genocide of Native Americans, the exploitation inherent in slavery, the brutal
suppression of labor unions, and the ongoing struggles for civil rights and gender equality.
By doing so, it exposes the contradictions and complexities of American democracy and
capitalism.

Methodological Approach and Narrative Style

One of the defining features of a peoples history by howard zinn is its use of primary
sources, including letters, speeches, court records, and firsthand accounts from
marginalized voices. This methodology lends authenticity and immediacy to the narrative,
enabling readers to engage with history from multiple perspectives. Zinn’s accessible
writing style combines scholarly rigor with a compelling, almost storytelling approach,



making complex historical themes approachable for both academic and general audiences.

Zinn’s approach also includes a critical analysis of power dynamics, situating historical
events within larger frameworks of economic exploitation, racial oppression, and political
disenfranchisement. This analytical lens encourages readers to question dominant
narratives and consider how history is shaped by those who control its telling.

Impact and Reception in Historical Scholarship
and Education

The publication of a peoples history by howard zinn sparked significant debate within
academic and educational circles. It quickly became a foundational text for courses in
American history, ethnic studies, and social justice, appreciated for its commitment to
inclusivity and critical thinking. However, it has also faced criticism from some historians
and commentators who argue that Zinn’s work is overly politicized, presenting a one-sided
critique that downplays achievements and complexities.

Despite such critiques, the book’s influence is undeniable. It has sold millions of copies and
remains a bestseller decades after its release. Its success has inspired numerous
adaptations and companion volumes, including editions tailored for younger readers and
collections focused on specific social movements. Zinn’s emphasis on “history from below”
has helped foster a more pluralistic understanding of the American past, encouraging new
generations to explore history through diverse and often underrepresented lenses.

Comparative Perspectives: Traditional Textbooks vs.
Zinn’s Narrative

When compared to conventional history textbooks, a peoples history by howard zinn
stands apart in several key ways:

Focus on Marginalized Voices: Traditional textbooks often center political leaders
and landmark legislation, whereas Zinn emphasizes the experiences of oppressed
groups and social movements.

Critical Analysis of Power: Zinn explicitly critiques systemic inequalities and the
role of economic interests, contrasting with more neutral or celebratory tones
common in mainstream texts.

Use of Primary Sources: Zinn incorporates firsthand accounts that bring diverse
perspectives to the forefront, providing a richer, more nuanced historical tapestry.

Engagement with Contemporary Issues: The book connects historical struggles
with ongoing social justice movements, making history relevant to current debates on
race, class, and democracy.



These distinctions have contributed to the book’s popularity among educators and activists
seeking to promote critical historical literacy.

Pros and Cons of "A People’s History" in
Historical Discourse

Evaluating the strengths and limitations of a peoples history by howard zinn provides a
balanced understanding of its role in shaping historical thought.

Pros

Inclusive Perspective: Centers voices often omitted from mainstream history,
fostering empathy and awareness.

Encourages Critical Thinking: Challenges readers to question dominant narratives
and recognize bias in historical interpretation.

Accessible Writing: Engages a broad audience beyond academia, making complex
history understandable.

Inspires Activism: Links historical struggles with present-day movements,
motivating social and political engagement.

Cons

Perceived Bias: Some critics argue the book presents a partisan viewpoint,
potentially oversimplifying complex historical events.

Lack of Nuance in Certain Areas: The focus on oppression may sometimes
underrepresent instances of cooperation or progress.

Academic Criticism: Some historians contest Zinn’s interpretations as lacking
sufficient balance or rigor.

These considerations highlight the importance of reading Zinn’s work alongside other
historical accounts to develop a comprehensive understanding.



The Enduring Legacy and Contemporary
Relevance

More than four decades after its original publication, a peoples history by howard zinn
continues to resonate in an era marked by heightened awareness of racial injustice,
economic inequality, and political polarization. Its emphasis on marginalized experiences
aligns with ongoing efforts to diversify curricula and confront historical omissions in
educational institutions across the United States and beyond.

The book’s influence extends into popular culture, activism, and academic discourse,
serving as a catalyst for reexamining how history is constructed and taught. In particular,
its impact is evident in movements demanding the inclusion of indigenous histories, Black
Lives Matter activism, and renewed debates over monuments and collective memory.

Ultimately, Zinn’s work invites readers to see history not as a fixed narrative dictated by
elites but as a contested terrain shaped by the struggles and aspirations of all people. This
democratization of historical knowledge remains a vital contribution to both scholarship and
social consciousness.

A Peoples History By Howard Zinn

  a peoples history by howard zinn: A People's History of the United States Howard Zinn,
2015-11-17 THE CLASSIC NATIONAL BESTSELLER A wonderful, splendid book—a book that should
be read by every American, student or otherwise, who wants to understand his country, its true
history, and its hope for the future. –Howard Fast Historian Howard Zinn’s A People’s History of the
United States chronicles American history from the bottom up, throwing out the official narrative
taught in schools—with its emphasis on great men in high places—to focus on the street, the home,
and the workplace. Known for its lively, clear prose as well as its scholarly research, it is the only
volume to tell America's story from the point of view of—and in the words of—America's women,
factory workers, African-Americans, Native Americans, the working poor, and immigrant laborers.
As Zinn shows, many of our country's greatest battles—the fights for a fair wage, an eight-hour
workday, child-labor laws, health and safety standards, universal suffrage, women's rights, racial
equality—were carried out at the grassroots level, against bloody resistance. Covering Christopher
Columbus's arrival through President Clinton's first term, A People's History of the United States
features insightful analysis of the most important events in our history. This edition also includes an
introduction by Anthony Arnove, who wrote, directed, and produced The People Speak with Zinn and
who coauthored, with Zinn, Voices of a People’s History of the United States.
  a peoples history by howard zinn: A People's History of the United States Howard Zinn,
2010-01-26 “It’s a wonderful, splendid book—a book that should be read by every American, student
or otherwise, who wants to understand his country, its true history, and its hope for the future.”
—Howard Fast, author of Spartacus and The Immigrants “[It] should be required reading.” —Eric
Foner, New York Times Book Review Library Journal calls Howard Zinn’s iconic A People's History
of the United States “a brilliant and moving history of the American people from the point of view of
those…whose plight has been largely omitted from most histories.” Packed with vivid details and
telling quotations, Zinn’s award-winning classic continues to revolutionize the way American history
is taught and remembered. Frequent appearances in popular media such as The Sopranos, The
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Simpsons, Good Will Hunting, and the History Channel documentary The People Speak testify to
Zinn’s ability to bridge the generation gap with enduring insights into the birth, development, and
destiny of the nation.
  a peoples history by howard zinn: A People's History of the United States Howard Zinn, Kathy
Emery, Ellen Reeves, 2003 This brilliant and moving history of the American people (Library Journal)
presents more than 500 years of American social and cultural history, going well beyond the wars
and presidencies contained in traditional texts to tell the stories of working men and women.
Abridged for use in the classroom.
  a peoples history by howard zinn: A People's History of the United States Howard Zinn,
2012-11 The Abridged Teaching Edition of A People's History of the United States has made Howard
Zinn's original text available specifically for classroom use. With exercises and teaching materials to
accompany each chapter, this edition spans American Beginnings, Reconstruction, the Civil War and
through to the present, with new chapters on the Clinton Presidency, the 2000 elections, and the
War on Terrorism.
  a peoples history by howard zinn: The Twentieth Century Howard Zinn, 2009-10-13
“Professor Zinn writes with an enthusiasm rarely encountered in the leaden prose of academic
history....[His] chapter on Vietnam—bringing to life once again the fire-free zones, secret bombings,
massacres, and cover-ups—should be required reading.”—New York Times Book Review Containing
just the Twentieth Century chapters from Howard Zinn’s bestselling A People’s History of the United
States, this reissue is brought up-to-date with coverage of events and developments since 2001,
analyzing such incidents in modern political history such as the Gulf War, the post-Cold War “peace
dividend,” and the continuing debate over welfare, the Clinton presidency, and the “war on
terrorism.” Highlighting not just the usual terms of presidential administrations and congressional
activities, this book provides readers with a “bottom-to-top” perspective, giving voice to our nation’s
minorities and letting the stories of such groups as African Americans, women, Native Americans,
and the laborers of all nationalities be told in their own words. Challenging traditional
interpretations of U.S. history, The Twentieth Century is the book for readers interested in gaining a
more realistic and complete picture of our world.
  a peoples history by howard zinn: A People's History of the United States Howard Zinn,
2003-02-04 Since its original landmark publication in 1980, A People's History of the United States
has been chronicling American history from the bottom up, throwing out the official version of
history taught in schools -- with its emphasis on great men in high places -- to focus on the street,
the home, and the, workplace. Known for its lively, clear prose as well as its scholarly research, A
People's History is the only volume to tell America's story from the point of view of -- and in the
words of -- America's women, factory workers, African-Americans, Native Americans, the working
poor, and immigrant laborers. As historian Howard Zinn shows, many of our country's greatest
battles -- the fights for a fair wage, an eight-hour workday, child-labor laws, health and safety
standards, universal suffrage, women's rights, racial equality -- were carried out at the grassroots
level, against bloody resistance. Covering Christopher Columbus's arrival through President
Clinton's first term, A People's History of the United States, which was nominated for the American
Book Award in 1981, features insightful analysis of the most important events in our history.
Revised, updated, and featuring a new after, word by the author, this special twentieth anniversary
edition continues Zinn's important contribution to a complete and balanced understanding of
American history.
  a peoples history by howard zinn: A Young People's History of the United States Howard
Zinn, 2011-01-04 A Young People's History of the United States brings to US history the viewpoints
of workers, slaves, immigrants, women, Native Americans, and others whose stories, and their
impact, are rarely included in books for young people. A Young People's History of the United States
is also a companion volume to The People Speak, the film adapted from A People's History of the
United States and Voices of a People’s History of the United States. Beginning with a look at
Christopher Columbus’s arrival through the eyes of the Arawak Indians, then leading the reader



through the struggles for workers’ rights, women’s rights, and civil rights during the nineteenth and
twentieth centuries, and ending with the current protests against continued American imperialism,
Zinn in the volumes of A Young People’s History of the United States presents a radical new way of
understanding America’s history. In so doing, he reminds readers that America’s true greatness is
shaped by our dissident voices, not our military generals.
  a peoples history by howard zinn: A People's History of the United States Howard Zinn,
2005-08-02 Known for its lively, clear prose as well as its scholarly research, A People's History of
the United States is the only volume to tell America's story from the point of view of -- and in the
words of -- America's women, factory workers, African-Americans, Native Americans, working poor,
and immigrant laborers. This P.S. edition features an extra 16 pages of insights into the book,
including author interviews, recommended reading, and more.
  a peoples history by howard zinn: A Young People's History of the United States Howard
Zinn, 2022-12-20 A Young People's History of the United States brings to US history the viewpoints
of workers, enslaved people, immigrants, women, Black people, Latino Americans, Asian Americans,
American Indians, and others whose stories, and their impact, are rarely included in books for young
people. Beginning with a look at Christopher Columbus’s arrival through the eyes of the Arawak
Indians, then leading the reader through the struggles for workers’ rights, women’s rights, and civil
rights during the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, and ending with the current protests against
continued American imperialism, Zinn presents a radical new way of understanding America’s
history. In so doing, he reminds readers that America’s true greatness is shaped by our dissident
voices, not our military generals. A Young People's History of the United States is also a companion
volume to The People Speak, the film adapted from A People's History of the United States and
Voices of a People’s History of the United States.
  a peoples history by howard zinn: A People's History of American Empire Howard Zinn, Mike
Konopacki, Paul Buhle, 2008-04-01 Adapted from the bestselling grassroots history of the United
States, the story of America in the world, told in comics form Since its landmark publication in 1980,
A People's History of the United States has had six new editions, sold more than 1.7 million copies,
become required classroom reading throughout the country, and been turned into an acclaimed
play. More than a successful book, A People's History triggered a revolution in the way history is
told, displacing the official versions with their emphasis on great men in high places to chronicle
events as they were lived, from the bottom up. Now Howard Zinn, historian Paul Buhle, and
cartoonist Mike Konopacki have collaborated to retell, in vibrant comics form, a most immediate and
relevant chapter of A People's History: the centuries-long story of America's actions in the world.
Narrated by Zinn, this version opens with the events of 9/11 and then jumps back to explore the
cycles of U.S. expansionism from Wounded Knee to Iraq, stopping along the way at World War I,
Central America, Vietnam, and the Iranian revolution. The book also follows the story of Zinn, the
son of poor Jewish immigrants, from his childhood in the Brooklyn slums to his role as one of
America's leading historians. Shifting from world-shattering events to one family's small revolutions,
A People's History of American Empire presents the classic ground-level history of America in a
dazzling new form.
  a peoples history by howard zinn: Voices of A People's History of the United States Howard
Zinn, Anthony Arnove, 2009 This updated companion to Howard Zinn's classic A People's History of
the United States (Harper Perennial, 2005) brings together the powerful words and actions of
women and men of all races and creeds who, though mostly powerless themselves, have made
change in America across the centuries. The original source book for Matt Damon's 'The People
Speak' series on The History Channel, this classic work from Zinn is a major new release.
  a peoples history by howard zinn: Howard Zinn on History Howard Zinn, 2001 A collection of
essays - both old and new - by the dean of radical American historians and author of 'A People's
History of the United States' (HarperCollins). Provocative, stimulating, lucid, and at times poignant,
this handy, pocket-sized guide should appeal to all the many Zinn fans and anyone with an interest in
American history. 'What can I say that will in any way convey the love, respect and admiration I feel



for this unassuming hero who was my teacher and mentor? Howard Zinn is the best teacher I ever
had, and the funniest.' - Alice Walker
  a peoples history by howard zinn: Rethinking America's Past Robert Cohen, Sonia E.
Murrow, 2021-11
  a peoples history by howard zinn: People's History of United Sta Howard Zinn, Ph.D.,
2001-01-01 Since its original landmark publication in 1980, A People's History of the United States
has been chronicling American history from the bottom up, throwing out the official version of
history taught in schools -- with its emphasis on great men in high places -- to focus on the street,
the home, and the, workplace. Known for its lively, clear prose as well as its scholarly research, A
People's History is the only volume to tell America's story from the point of view of -- and in the
words of -- America's women, factory workers, African-Americans, Native Americans, the working
poor, and immigrant laborers. As historian Howard Zinn shows, many of our country's greatest
battles -- the fights for a fair wage, an eight-hour workday, child-labor laws, health and safety
standards, universal suffrage, women's rights, racial equality -- were carried out at the grassroots
level, against bloody resistance. Covering Christopher Columbus's arrival through President
Clinton's first term, A People's History of the United States, which was nominated for the American
Book Award in 1981, features insightful analysis of the most important events in our history.
Revised, updated, and featuring a new after, word by the author, this special twentieth anniversary
edition continues Zinn's important contribution to a complete and balanced understanding of
American history.
  a peoples history by howard zinn: A Young People's History of the United States Howard
Zinn, 2009-06-02 A Young People's History of the United States brings to US history the viewpoints
of workers, slaves, immigrants, women, Native Americans, and others whose stories, and their
impact, are rarely included in books for young people. Beginning with a look at Christopher
Columbus’s arrival through the eyes of the Arawak Indians, then leading the reader through the
struggles for workers’ rights, women’s rights, and civil rights during the nineteenth and twentieth
centuries, and ending with the current protests against continued American imperialism, Zinn
presents a radical new way of understanding America’s history. In so doing, he reminds readers that
America’s true greatness is shaped by our dissident voices, not our military generals. A Young
People's History of the United States is also a companion volume to The People Speak, the film
adapted from A People's History of the United States and Voices of a People’s History of the United
States.
  a peoples history by howard zinn: Truth Has a Power of Its Own Howard Zinn, 2019-09-03
American history told from the bottom up by Howard Zinn himself—and the perfect all-ages
introduction to his eye-opening viewpoint, published on Zinn’s hundredth birthday Truth Has a
Power of Its Own is an engrossing collection of conversations with the late Howard Zinn and “an
eloquently hopeful introduction for those who haven’t yet encountered Zinn’s work” (Booklist). Here
is an unvarnished, yet ultimately optimistic, tour of American history—told by someone who was
often an active participant in it. Viewed through the lens of Zinn’s own life as a soldier, historian,
and activist and using his paradigm-shifting A People’s History of the United States as a point of
departure, these conversations explore the American Revolution, the Civil War, the labor battles of
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries, U.S. imperialism from the Indian Wars to the War on
Terrorism, World Wars I and II, the Cold War, and the fight for equality and immigrant rights—all
from an unapologetically radical standpoint. Longtime admirers and a new generation of readers
alike will be fascinated to learn about Zinn’s thought processes, rationale, motivations, and approach
to his now-iconic historical work. Zinn’s humane (and often humorous) voice—along with his keen
moral vision—shine through every one of these lively and thought-provoking conversations. Battles
over the telling of our history still rage across the country, and there’s no better person to tell it than
Howard Zinn.
  a peoples history by howard zinn: Voices/People's History Howard Zinn, Anthony Arnove,
2014-11-13 Howard Zinn's history tells the story of the United States from the point of view of



women, Native Americans, workers, blacks and Latinos. It serves to remind generations of
Americans that democracy is fundamentally a conversation between people, one that has always
been led by working people and those with the least to lose.
  a peoples history by howard zinn: Voices of a People's History of the United States, 10th
Anniversary Edition Howard Zinn, Anthony Arnove, 2014-11-11 Selected testimonies to living
history—speeches, letters, poems, songs—offered by the people who make history happen, but are
often left out of history books: women, workers, nonwhites. Featuring introductions to the original
texts by Howard Zinn. New voices featured in this 10th Anniversary Edition include Chelsea
Manning, speaking after her 35-year prison sentence); Naomi Klein, speaking from the Occupy Wall
Street encampment in Liberty Square; a member of Dream Defenders, a youth organization that
confronts systemic racial inequality; members of the Undocumented Youth movement, who
occupied, marched, and demonstrated in support of the DREAM Act; a member of the Day Laborers
movement; Chicago Teachers Union strikers; and several critics of the Obama administration,
including Glenn Greenwald, on governmental secrecy.
  a peoples history by howard zinn: Quicklet on Howard Zinn's A People's History of the US
Matthew Cote, 2012-07-30 ABOUT THE BOOK The history of the United States has been described
at various times as exceptionally noble, exceptionally democratic and exceptionally bloody. Modern
historians have moved to reconcile these opposing factors in U.S. History, triggering a wholesale
re-examination of American government, institutions and military might. With its intellectual roots in
the social movements of the 1960's and 70's, this re-examination of the U.S.'s principles and values
has had profound impact on the education of students from grade school to graduate school. With
his far-reaching book, A People's History of the United States, Howard Zinn proved himself a
forerunner of the current debate that rages from the offices of corporate CEO's to the halls of
America's classrooms; namely, is it possible to reconcile the everyday divisions caused by economic
inequality, racial mistrust and military force with the lofty, egalitarian ideals of the U.S. Founding
Fathers? Has the United States truly ever been a nation that lived up to the credo With Liberty and
Justice for all? Or has the true history of the United States been one of deception, destruction and
the abuse of power? EXCERPT FROM THE BOOK A People's History of the United States begins
with the arrival of Columbus in the Americas in 1492. The book breaks immediately with traditional
presentations of Columbus as a peaceful, enlightened explorer by drawing from contemporary
accounts of Spanish atrocities against the native population. Atrocities that Columbus directly had a
hand in. This treatment of the indigenous people by Columbus sets the stage for the European Influx
and Conquest of the Americas, in the book's analysis. As the nations of Europe had emerged from
Feudalism into nationalistic Capitalism, the desire to obtain new sources of raw materials and
resources for their economic markets had led them into contact with the people Western
Hemisphere. As the people of the Americas had differing forms of social organization and technology
in comparison to the European powers, a system of Exploitation was created where materials,
resources and labor was taken from the Americas. This pattern, started first by the Spanish and
continued by the French, Portuguese and English, led to widespread exploitation and ultimately the
destruction of many native populations along with depletion of natural resources. As the this
wide-spread exploitation and destruction of the Native Americans reached its height in Central and
South America, the European powers expanded the scope of the African slave trade in order to meet
the increasing demand in the Americas. This exploitation of unpaid mass labor aided European
expansionism and fed the emerging system of Colonialism, which enriched the European nations
immensely during the 15th and 16th centuries. It was in this environment that the European
colonies were founded in North America. With the expansion of Colonialism into the future United
States, the need for resources and labor led to conflict with the misnamed American Indians, the
expansion of the slave trade and the importation of Indentured Servants from Europe. All these
social groups formed the labor and resource pool that was exploited the land-owning elites of the
thirteen British colonies in the century-and-a-half before the American Revolution. Buy the book to
continue reading! Follow @hyperink on Twitter! Visit us at www.facebook.com/hyperink! Go to



www.hyperink.com to join our newsletter and get awesome freebies! CHAPTER OUTLINE Quicklet
on Howard Zinn's A People's History of the US + About the Book + About the Author + Overall
Summary + Commentary and Summary: + ...and much more
  a peoples history by howard zinn: A Young People's History of the United States, Volume 2
Howard Zinn, 2007-05-01 A Young People's History of the United States brings to US history the
viewpoints of workers, slaves, immigrants, women, Native Americans, and others whose stories, and
their impact, are rarely included in books for young people. Volume 1 begins with a look at
Christopher Columbus’s arrival through the eyes of the Arawak Indians, then leads the reader
through the earliest struggles for workers’ rights, women’s rights, and civil rights during the 18th
and 19th centuries. Volume 2 picks the thread up in the early 20th century, covering both World
Wars, Vietnam, the Black Rights movement, and ending with the current protests against continued
American imperialism. Zinn presents a radical new way of understanding America’s history. In so
doing, he reminds readers that America’s true greatness is shaped by our dissident voices, not our
military generals. A Young People's History of the United States is also a companion volume to The
People Speak, the film adapted from A People's History of the United States and Voices of a People’s
History of the United States.
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