
the writing of the gospels
The Writing of the Gospels: Exploring Origins, Context, and Composition

the writing of the gospels stands as a fascinating chapter in the history of
religious literature and early Christianity. These foundational
texts—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—offer not only spiritual insight but also
a window into the cultural, historical, and theological milieu of the first
century. Understanding how these gospels were composed, who wrote them, and
why they were written helps us appreciate their enduring significance and the
complexities behind their creation.

The Historical Context Behind the Writing of
the Gospels

The gospels emerged in a time of great transformation. The first century CE
was marked by social upheaval under Roman occupation, diverse Jewish
religious movements, and the budding Christian community's efforts to
solidify its beliefs and identity. It’s important to recognize that the
gospels were written several decades after the events they describe,
reflecting the memories, traditions, and theological reflections of early
believers.

When Were the Gospels Written?

Scholars generally agree that the gospels were composed between approximately
65 CE and 100 CE. Mark is often considered the earliest gospel, likely
written around 65-70 CE, while Matthew and Luke followed between 70-90 CE.
John’s gospel is typically dated last, around 90-100 CE. These dates are not
arbitrary; they correspond with key historical events, such as the
destruction of the Jerusalem Temple in 70 CE, which profoundly influenced the
tone and content of the texts.

Who Were the Gospel Writers?

The question of authorship is complex. Traditionally, the gospels are
attributed to Matthew the tax collector, Mark the companion of Peter, Luke
the physician and companion of Paul, and John the “beloved disciple.”
However, modern scholarship often views these attributions as symbolic rather
than literal. The gospels were likely written by communities or individuals
closely connected to the early Christian movement, drawing on oral
traditions, eyewitness testimonies, and earlier written sources.



Sources and Influences in the Composition
Process

Understanding the writing of the gospels involves exploring the sources the
authors used and the literary techniques they employed to craft their
narratives.

Oral Tradition and Early Christian Communities

Before the gospels were written down, stories about Jesus were circulated
orally. Early Christians shared teachings, parables, miracles, and
resurrection accounts to inspire faith and preserve Jesus’ message. This oral
tradition was dynamic and adapted to different audiences, which helps explain
variations among the gospel accounts.

The Synoptic Problem and Shared Sources

One of the most intriguing aspects of the writing of the gospels is the
similarity between Matthew, Mark, and Luke, known as the Synoptic Gospels.
Scholars have identified common material and patterns, suggesting that these
authors used shared sources. The most widely accepted theory is the Two-
Source Hypothesis, proposing that Mark’s gospel and a hypothetical sayings
collection called “Q” were primary sources for Matthew and Luke.

The Unique Voice of John

Unlike the Synoptics, John’s gospel presents a distinct style and theological
emphasis. Its writing reflects a more developed Christology and uses symbolic
language to convey Jesus’ divine nature. John’s gospel likely emerged from a
different community with unique theological concerns, contributing to the
diversity of the New Testament narrative.

Literary Styles and Theological Motives

The writing of the gospels was not just about recording history. Each gospel
writer shaped their narrative to communicate particular theological messages
and address the needs of their communities.



Narrative Techniques and Structure

The gospel writers employed various literary devices, such as parables,
miracle stories, and passion narratives, to engage readers and convey deeper
meanings. For instance, Mark’s gospel is known for its fast-paced, urgent
narrative style, while Luke offers a more orderly and inclusive account,
emphasizing social justice and care for the marginalized.

Theological Themes and Emphases

Each gospel highlights different aspects of Jesus’ identity and mission.
Matthew emphasizes Jesus as the fulfillment of Jewish prophecy, portraying
him as a new Moses and teacher. Luke focuses on compassion and the
universality of salvation, appealing to Gentile audiences. John’s gospel
presents a high Christology, emphasizing Jesus as the incarnate Word of God.
These theological motives shaped how the gospels were written and what events
were highlighted or interpreted in specific ways.

Challenges and Considerations in Gospel Studies

The writing of the gospels invites ongoing scholarly inquiry and debate,
reflecting the complexity of these texts.

Textual Variants and Manuscript Traditions

Because the gospels were copied by hand over centuries, variations in
manuscripts exist. Textual criticism helps scholars reconstruct the most
reliable versions of the texts, revealing how the gospels were transmitted
and sometimes adapted to address particular doctrinal concerns or community
needs.

Historical Reliability and Interpretation

While the gospels contain historical elements, their primary purpose was
theological and pastoral rather than strictly historical documentation.
Modern readers must balance appreciating their spiritual messages with
critical analysis of historical context, recognizing the blend of fact,
interpretation, and faith that characterizes the writing of the gospels.



Why the Writing of the Gospels Still Matters
Today

The gospels continue to inspire millions around the world, not only as sacred
scripture but as powerful narratives that explore human experience, morality,
and the divine. Understanding their writing enriches our appreciation of
their depth and the vibrant history of early Christianity.

Engaging with the gospels’ origins encourages thoughtful reflection on how
stories are preserved, adapted, and given meaning across generations. Whether
you are a student of theology, history, or literature, exploring the writing
of the gospels offers insights into how foundational texts are crafted and
why they endure through time.

Frequently Asked Questions

When were the Gospels written?
The Gospels were written between approximately 65 AD and 100 AD, with Mark
generally considered the earliest and John the latest.

Who traditionally authored the four canonical
Gospels?
The four canonical Gospels are traditionally attributed to Matthew, Mark,
Luke, and John, though modern scholarship debates the exact identities of
their authors.

What languages were the Gospels originally written
in?
The Gospels were originally written in Koine Greek, the common language of
the Eastern Mediterranean during that time.

What sources did the Gospel writers use?
Gospel writers likely used oral traditions, earlier written sources such as
the hypothetical Q source, and eyewitness accounts to compose their
narratives.

Why do the Gospels have differences in their
accounts?
Differences arise due to varying audiences, theological emphases, oral
traditions, and the unique perspectives of each Gospel writer.



How did the historical context influence the writing
of the Gospels?
The Gospels were written in a context of early Christian communities facing
persecution and the need to define their beliefs, which influenced their
content and tone.

What is the significance of the Synoptic Gospels?
The Synoptic Gospels—Matthew, Mark, and Luke—share a similar structure and
content, allowing scholars to study their relationships and sources to
understand early Christian history.

How has modern scholarship changed our understanding
of the Gospel writings?
Modern scholarship uses textual criticism, archaeology, and historical
analysis to better understand the origins, authorship, and purposes of the
Gospels, often challenging traditional assumptions.

Additional Resources
The Writing of the Gospels: An Investigative Review of Origins and Authorship

the writing of the gospels stands as one of the most pivotal and debated
subjects in biblical scholarship. These foundational texts of the New
Testament—Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John—have shaped Christian theology,
liturgy, and historical understanding for centuries. Yet, questions
surrounding their composition, authorship, and historical reliability
continue to inspire rigorous academic inquiry and theological reflection
alike. This article provides an analytical review of the writing of the
gospels, exploring their origins, literary features, and the scholarly
discourse that surrounds them.

Historical Context and Timeline of Gospel
Writing

The four canonical gospels were composed within a dynamic historical milieu
spanning the latter half of the first century CE. Most scholars date the
writing of Mark, widely considered the earliest gospel, to approximately
65-75 CE, likely in the aftermath of the Roman-Jewish War (66-70 CE). This
period was marked by profound upheaval for the Jewish population and emerging
Christian communities, influencing the gospel’s themes and urgency.

Matthew and Luke, often referred to as the “synoptic gospels” due to their



overlapping content and structure, are generally dated between 80-90 CE.
Their compositions appear to build upon Mark’s narrative, incorporating
additional material and theological reflections tailored to distinct
audiences—Matthew to a predominantly Jewish-Christian community, and Luke to
a more Gentile-oriented readership. John, distinct in style and theological
emphasis, is usually placed later, around 90-110 CE.

This staggered timeline highlights the process of gospel formation as
evolving and contextual, rather than instantaneous or uniform. The writing of
the gospels reflects not only the transmission of oral traditions but also
the interpretive frameworks developed by early Christian authors responding
to their specific socio-religious environments.

Authorship and Sources

Traditional Christian attribution assigns the gospels to the apostles Matthew
and John and to Mark and Luke, companions of the apostles Peter and Paul,
respectively. However, critical scholarship tends to view these attributions
as later ecclesiastical traditions rather than definitive historical facts.
Instead, the gospels are often regarded as products of anonymous authors who
compiled and edited existing oral and written sources.

The synoptic problem—addressing the literary relationship between Matthew,
Mark, and Luke—remains central to understanding gospel composition. The most
widely accepted solution is the Two-Source Hypothesis, which posits that Mark
was the primary source for Matthew and Luke, supplemented by a hypothetical
sayings source known as “Q” (from the German Quelle, meaning “source”). This
theory accounts for material common to Matthew and Luke but absent in Mark.

John’s gospel, by contrast, appears to draw from a different tradition,
featuring unique content and a more developed theological outlook. Its
composition suggests a distinct community and set of traditions, emphasizing
the divinity of Christ and spiritual themes over the more narrative-driven
synoptics.

Literary Characteristics and Theological
Emphases

The writing of the gospels exhibits diverse literary strategies and
theological agendas. Each gospel author crafted their narrative to serve
particular religious and pastoral goals, which influenced their structure,
style, and content choices.

Mark’s gospel is terse, action-oriented, and marked by a sense of immediacy.
It frequently uses the Greek word “euthys” (immediately) to propel the story
forward. Mark portrays Jesus as the suffering Messiah, emphasizing human



vulnerability alongside divine authority. This gospel’s stark realism and
abrupt ending have invited extensive scholarly debate regarding its intended
message and audience.

Matthew’s gospel organizes Jesus’ teachings into five major discourses,
drawing strong parallels between Jesus and Moses. It stresses Jesus as the
fulfillment of Jewish prophecy, addressing concerns of a Jewish-Christian
community negotiating identity in relation to both Judaism and the Greco-
Roman world.

Luke’s account is more expansive and inclusive, highlighting themes of mercy,
social justice, and the role of the Holy Spirit. Luke also provides a sequel
in the form of the Acts of the Apostles, creating a two-part narrative that
traces the early church’s development.

John’s gospel departs from synoptic narrative conventions, employing symbolic
language, long theological discourses, and a high Christology. It focuses on
Jesus’ identity as the Word made flesh and the spiritual rebirth of
believers.

Transmission and Textual Variants

The writing of the gospels did not end with their initial composition;
transmission through manuscript copying introduced textual variants that
complicate modern interpretation. Early Christian communities relied on hand-
copied texts, leading to differences across manuscripts in wording, order,
and sometimes content.

Textual criticism, the scholarly discipline dedicated to comparing these
variants, reveals how scribes occasionally harmonized passages, clarified
ambiguous phrases, or incorporated marginal notes into the text. While most
variants are minor and do not affect core doctrines, some have sparked
theological and historical debates.

The discovery of early papyri fragments, such as the Rylands Library Papyrus
P52—often cited as the earliest fragment of the Gospel of John dating to
around 125 CE—provides crucial data points for dating and understanding the
dissemination of gospel texts.

Implications of Gospel Writing for Theology and
Historical Studies

Understanding the writing of the gospels is essential not only for biblical
scholarship but also for theological reflection and historical
reconstruction. These texts blend theological proclamation with historical
recollection, embodying the early Christian effort to articulate the meaning



of Jesus’ life and mission.

From a theological perspective, the distinct portraits of Jesus presented by
each gospel invite readers into a multifaceted dialogue about Christ’s
identity, mission, and significance. The diversity within the gospels
enriches Christian thought but also requires careful hermeneutical approaches
to reconcile differences.

Historically, the gospels serve as primary sources for reconstructing the
life and times of Jesus and the early church, but they must be critically
assessed alongside archaeological findings, non-Christian sources, and
internal textual analysis. Scholars must navigate between affirming the
gospels’ religious value and scrutinizing their historical claims.

Challenges and Controversies

The writing of the gospels has not been without controversy. Debates persist
regarding the historical accuracy of gospel narratives, the extent of
authorial creativity, and the influence of community needs on the texts’
formation. Critics question the eyewitness reliability of the gospels, while
defenders emphasize the role of inspired tradition.

Moreover, the non-canonical gospels discovered in the 20th century, such as
the Gospel of Thomas and the Gospel of Mary, have expanded scholarly
discussions about the diversity of early Christian literature and beliefs.
These texts challenge assumptions about orthodoxy and provide comparative
material for understanding the canonical gospels’ uniqueness.

Summary of Key Points on the Writing of the
Gospels

The four canonical gospels were written between approximately 65 and 110
CE, reflecting distinct historical contexts and audiences.

Authorship remains uncertain, with traditional attributions often viewed
as theological rather than historical claims.

Mark is widely considered the earliest gospel and a primary source for
Matthew and Luke, who share additional material possibly derived from a
lost source called Q.

John’s gospel stands apart with unique content and theological focus,
likely composed for a different community.

The gospels combine narrative, teaching, and theological reflection,



each shaped by specific pastoral and doctrinal concerns.

Textual transmission introduced variants, necessitating critical textual
studies to understand the original wording and meaning.

The gospels have profound implications for theology, history, and the
interpretation of early Christianity.

The writing of the gospels remains a dynamic field of study, inviting ongoing
examination of how these ancient texts came to be, how they have been
preserved, and how they continue to influence faith and scholarship today.
Each gospel, with its unique voice and perspective, contributes to a richer
understanding of early Christian identity and the enduring legacy of Jesus’
story.

The Writing Of The Gospels

  the writing of the gospels: The Written Gospel Markus Bockmuehl, Donald A. Hagner,
2005-07-28 This book comprehensively surveys the origin, production and reception of the canonical
gospels in the early church. The discussion unfolds in three steps. Part One traces the origin of the
'gospel' of Jesus, its significance in Jewish and Hellenistic contexts of the first century, and its
development from eyewitness memory to oral tradition and written text. Part Two then more
specifically examines the composition, design and intentions of each of the four canonical gospels.
Widening the focus, Part Three first asks about gospel-writing as viewed from the perspective of
ancient Jews and pagans before turning to the question of reception history in the proliferation of
'apocryphal' gospels, in the formation of the canon, and in the beginnings of a gospel commentary
tradition.
  the writing of the gospels: The Writing of the Christian Gospels Rick Herrick, 2025-01-28
Biblical scholarship has come a long way from the notion that the four Gospels were written by an
evangelist who was an eyewitness follower of Jesus. The story of how these Gospels were actually
written is a fascinating one. Anyone with an intellectual interest in the New Testament should not
miss this book.
  the writing of the gospels: The Oral and the Written Gospel Werner H. Kelber, 1997-11-22 A
tightly argued and comprehensive treatment of an important area of New Testament studies. -- The
Christian Century By distinguishing oral from written modes of transmission, Kelber skillfully
unlocks new doors for biblical interpretation. -- Theology Today What happens when speech turns
into text? Spoken words, operating from mouth to ear, process knowledge differently from writing
which links the eye to the visible, but silent letters on the page. Based on this premise, Werner
Kelber discusses orality and writing, and the interaction between the two, at strategic points in the
early Christian traditions. In digressing from conventional literary criticism, the book offers new,
and often startling insights into the origins of Christianity.
  the writing of the gospels: Writing the Gospels Eric Eve, 2016-05-19 Ancient authors and
readers did not work with manuscripts the way we work with printed texts. It is thus all too easy to
fall into anachronistic assumptions about how the Gospels were written. Writing the Gospels
challenges such assumptions in the light of recent work on ancient media studies and suggests more
appropriate models for the composition of the New Testament Gospels. The main argument is that
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memory would have been central to the process of composition. The Evangelists almost certainly
relied on their memory of the Hebrew Scriptures (and Israelite tradition in general) for their use of
them. They will also have been both informed and constrained by the social memory of the primitive
Church. It is argued here that they will most likely have relied on their memory of their written
sources, or at least, that it is a better working assumption that they did so than that they necessarily
worked with their written sources open in front of them. So, for example, Matthew may well have
been used to performing Mark from memory and would have had no need to consult a copy if he
used Mark as the basis of his own work. While other aspects of ancient composition are addressed,
the main concerns of this study are first to establish the centrality of memory in ancient composition
and secondly to explore the implications of assuming that the Evangelists worked mainly from
memory, as many of their contemporaries did.
  the writing of the gospels: Writing the Gospels Catherine Sider Hamilton, Joel Willitts,
2019-02-21 In this book prominent biblical scholars engage with Francis Watson's most striking
arguments on the creation of the gospels. Their contributions focus in particular on his argument for
a fourfold gospel rather than four separate gospels, his argument against Q but for an early sayings
collection, and on the larger landscape of Jesus studies, gospel reception and interpretation The
contributors ask whether, and in what ways, Watson's reorientation of gospel studies is successful,
and explore its implications for research. Leading scholars including Jens Schröter, Margaret
Mitchell, Richard Bauckham and many others provide a close critical and creative engagement with
Watson's work. More than merely a critical review of Watson's writing, this book carries forward his
work with fresh treatments and provides an essential volume for students and scholars seeking to
understand the landscape of gospel studies and to explore new directions within it.
  the writing of the gospels: Gospel Writing Francis Watson, 2013-05-26 That there are four
canonical versions of the one gospel story is often seen as a problem for Christian faith: where
gospels multiply, so too do apparent contradictions that may seem to undermine their truth claims.
In Gospel Writing Francis Watson argues that differences and tensions between canonical gospels
represent opportunities for theological reflection, not problems for apologetics. Watson presents the
formation of the fourfold gospel as the defining moment in the reception of early gospel literature --
and also of Jesus himself as the subject matter of that literature. As the canonical division sets four
gospel texts alongside one another, the canon also creates a new, complex, textual entity more than
the sum of its parts. A canonical gospel can no longer be regarded as a definitive, self-sufficient
account of its subject matter. It must play its part within an intricate fourfold polyphony, and its
meaning and significance are thereby transformed. In elaborating these claims, Watson proposes
nothing less than a new paradigm for gospel studies — one that engages fully with the available
noncanonical material so as to illuminate the historical and theological significance of the canonical.
  the writing of the gospels: Opening the Scriptures Bringing the Gospel of Luke to Life
George Martin, 2011-10-21 Bringing the Gospel of Luke to Life, Insight and Inspiration Were not our
hearts burning within us while he spoke to us on the way and opened the scriptures to us? -- Luke
24:32 The Gospel of Luke can similarly come to life for us when, as twenty-first century Christians,
we have a teacher who will share his insights into its original first-century meaning and context.
George Martin, a gifted Catholic writer on Scripture, employs commonsense vocabulary and
concepts as he focuses on what Luke's words meant when he wrote them, with an eye toward their
meaning for our times. Whether you practice lectio divina, prepare and preach homilies, lead or
participate in Bible study groups, are a Scripture teacher or seminarian, you will find George Martin
to be an enlightening and accessible resource. George Martin's expositions of the Gospels are
written with admirable clarity. They interpret each Gospel in its first-century context, convey the
best insights of modern scholars, and challenge readers to apply the text to their own lives. -- Daniel
Harrington, S.J., Boston College School of Theology and Ministry
  the writing of the gospels: Opening the Scriptures Bringing the Gospel of Matthew to
Life George Martin, 2014-08-20 Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the
door will be opened to you. - Matthew 7:7 Asking, seeking, and knocking are three imperatives Jesus



gave his disciples, and us, in order to grow fully in our Faith and be true disciples of Jesus. Scripture
reading and study is an important part of that path to discipleship, and offers us opportunities... to
ask - for clarity to seek - the truths of the Bible to knock - asking Christ to come into our hearts.
George Martin, prolific writer on Scripture and author of Bringing the Gospel of Luke to Life, and
Bringing the Gospel of Mark to Life now brings Matthew's Gospel into sharp focus in a
verse-by-verse commentary. Martin gives readers the context of the first-century meaning, and what
it means to us today. Reflection questions help us to apply the biblical texts to our own lives. This
book is perfect for anyone who wants to learn more about the Gospel of Matthew - as well as priests,
deacons, catechetical leaders, Bible study leaders, Scripture teachers or seminarians. Let George
Martin bring the Gospel of Matthew to Life for you today.
  the writing of the gospels: Jesus and Gospel Graham Stanton, 2004-07-08 Publisher
Description
  the writing of the gospels: The Composition of the Four Gospels Arthur Wright, 1890
  the writing of the gospels: The Mishna as Illustrating the Gospels William Henry Bennett,
1884
  the writing of the gospels: Reading the Gospels as Christian Scripture (Reading Christian
Scripture) Joshua W. Jipp, 2024-03-19 This survey textbook offers an accessible introduction to the
four Gospels in their literary, canonical, and theological contexts. In part 1, respected New
Testament scholar Joshua Jipp focuses on these two questions: What are the Gospels? How did we
get four canonical Gospels? In part 2, Jipp explores the role that history, narrative, and theology play
in our reading of the Gospels. Part 3 examines each of the four canonical Gospels from the
perspectives of history, narrative, and theology, particularly emphasizing the role the Gospels play in
discipleship. This is the third volume in a series of survey textbooks that will cover the Old and New
Testaments. Beautifully designed in full color with maps, sidebars, images, and illustrations to hold
interest and aid learning, Reading the Gospels as Christian Scripture offers a faith-friendly
introduction to students of the Gospels. Additional resources for instructors are available through
Textbook eSources.
  the writing of the gospels: Jesus and the Oral Gospel Tradition Henry Wansborough,
2004-12-30 A collection of papers from two international symposia by such important scholars as
Aune, Dunn, Gerhardsson, Meyer, Rordorf and Talmon. The articles share the conviction that the
only way to break the deadlock in the Synoptic problem is to examine the oral tradition about Jesus
which lay behind the Gospels, and to continue even beyond them. The book addresses such central
issues as the characteristics of oral tradition: oral tradition in Judaism, in the teaching of Jesus (his
aphorisms and the narrative meshalim) and in the Gospel narratives; and the relationships of John,
Paul and the Didache to oral tradition. This volume should bring onto a new plane the discussion of
the all-important oral stage of Gospel tradition.
  the writing of the gospels: The Gospel According to St. Mark , 1907
  the writing of the gospels: The Gospel according to St Mark Sir Arthur Hort, 1902
  the writing of the gospels: The Gospel according to st. Mark, ed. with intr. and notes by sir
A.F. Hort Mark (st.), 1902
  the writing of the gospels: Behind the Gospels Eric Eve, 2014-07-01 New Testament
scholars often talk about “oral tradition” as a means by which material about Jesus reached the
Gospels’ writers. Despite the recent interest in oral tradition, scholarly advances have not
penetrated the mainstream of academic Gospels scholarship, let alone the wider public. Behind the
Gospels fills this gap, offering a general theoretical discussion of oral tradition and the formation of
ancient texts and providing a critical survey of the field.
  the writing of the gospels: Writing on the Gospel of Mark William Telford, 2009 This thorough
manual for advanced students and their supervisors and anyone researching or writing on the
Gospel of Mark is the opening volume in an important new series of Guides to Advanced Biblical
Research. Together with an essay on the current state of research and a discussion of the future of
Markan study, it provides a chrestomathy of samples of Markan research together with a review of



recent dissertations and a full, annotated bibliography.
  the writing of the gospels: The Interface of Orality and Writing Annette Weissenrieder,
Robert B. Coote, 2015-10-13 How did the visual, the oral, and the written interrelate in antiquity?
The essays in this collection address the competing and complementary roles of visual media, forms
of memory, oral performance, and literacy and popular culture in the ancient Mediterranean world.
Incorporating both customary and innovative perspectives, the essays advance the frontiers of our
understanding of the nature of ancient texts as regards audibility and performance, the vital
importance of the visual in the comprehension of texts, and basic concepts of communication,
particularly the need to account for disjunctive and non-reciprocal social relations in communication.
Thus the contributions show how the investigation of the interface of the oral and written, across the
spectrum of seeing, hearing, and writing, generates new concepts of media and mediation.
  the writing of the gospels: Writing and Rewriting the Gospels James W. Barker,
2025-01-30 A compelling reappraisal of the relationships between the canonical gospels Biblical
scholars have long debated the Synoptic problem and the literary relationship between the Gospel of
John and the Synoptics. During the twentieth century, the consensus shifted decisively to the
Two-Source hypothesis for the Synoptic problem along with the view that John’s Gospel was
independent of the Synoptics. In recent decades all consensus has dissolved—yet these questions
retain currency and significance. James W. Barker takes up these questions and reappraises the
evidence. Drawing on his expertise in ancient compositional practices, he makes a persuasive case
for a snowballing trajectory, whereby each canonical gospel drew upon other canonical gospels.
Thus, Mark was written first; Matthew draws on Mark; Luke draws on Mark and Matthew; and the
last of the four, John, is dependent on all three Synoptics and was meant to be read alongside them.
This judicious and ambitious study will be of interest to New Testament scholars as well as general
readers who want to know more about the literary relationships between the gospels.
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