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the real world an introduction to sociology invites us to explore the fascinating study of human
society and social behavior. Sociology, at its core, is about understanding how people interact, how
societies are structured, and how culture influences our daily lives. Unlike many academic fields that
can seem abstract or detached, sociology offers direct insights into the world around us—our
communities, institutions, relationships, and even the subtle norms that shape our behaviors.

If you’ve ever wondered why people conform to social rules, how inequalities persist, or why cultural
trends emerge, sociology provides a powerful lens to analyze these questions. This article will guide
you through the essentials of sociology, highlighting how it connects to the real world and why it
matters more than ever today.

What Is Sociology and Why Does It Matter?

Sociology is the scientific study of society, patterns of social relationships, social interaction, and
culture. It examines everything from small group dynamics to the workings of large institutions such
as governments, schools, and families. What makes sociology unique is its ability to uncover the
invisible social forces that influence individual choices and collective behavior.

Understanding Society Through Sociological Imagination

One of the foundational concepts in sociology is the sociological imagination, coined by C. Wright
Mills. This is the ability to see the connection between personal experiences and the larger social
context. For example, if someone loses their job, it’s not just an individual problem; it reflects
broader economic trends, labor market conditions, and social policies. Using this perspective helps
us understand that many “personal troubles” are actually rooted in systemic issues.

The Real World Applications of Sociology

Sociology is not just theoretical; it has practical applications that impact everyday life. From
policymaking to education, healthcare, and business, sociological research informs decisions that
shape society.

Improving Social Policies

Government agencies and nonprofit organizations rely heavily on sociological studies to design
programs addressing poverty, crime, education gaps, and health disparities. For example,
sociologists studying urban communities might identify factors contributing to youth violence, which



can lead to more effective intervention strategies.

Enhancing Workplace Dynamics

In the corporate world, understanding social behavior helps improve teamwork, leadership, and
organizational culture. Sociological insights into group dynamics and social roles can foster more
inclusive and productive environments.

Influence on Education and Curriculum Development

Educators use sociology to better understand the diverse backgrounds of students and how social
inequalities affect learning outcomes. This awareness supports the creation of teaching methods
that are more equitable and culturally responsive.

Core Concepts in Sociology Relevant to the Real World

To grasp how sociology relates to everyday life, it’s helpful to explore some key concepts that
sociologists study.

Social Structure and Social Institutions

Social structure refers to the organized patterns of relationships and social arrangements that shape
society. These include social institutions like family, religion, education, and government. For
instance, the family as a social institution not only nurtures individuals but also transmits cultural
norms and values.

Culture and Socialization

Culture encompasses the beliefs, behaviors, objects, and other characteristics common to members
of a particular group or society. Socialization is the process through which individuals learn and
internalize these cultural norms. Both culture and socialization influence our worldview, identities,
and interactions.

Social Stratification and Inequality

Sociologists examine how societies rank individuals and groups in hierarchies based on factors like
class, race, and gender. This social stratification results in unequal access to resources and
opportunities, shaping life chances and social mobility.



How to Approach Sociology in Everyday Life

Engaging with sociology doesn’t require a textbook or a classroom; it starts with curiosity and
observation.

Becoming an Active Observer

Try to notice patterns in everyday interactions—how people communicate, who holds power in
various settings, and how social norms influence behavior. These observations can deepen your
understanding of social dynamics.

Questioning Assumptions

Sociology encourages questioning taken-for-granted beliefs. For example, why do certain
stereotypes persist? What historical factors contribute to current social inequalities? This critical
thinking helps develop empathy and a nuanced view of social issues.

Connecting Personal Experience to Larger Social Forces

Reflect on how your own life is shaped by broader societal trends. Whether it’s the impact of
technology on relationships or the role of education in career opportunities, recognizing these
connections enriches your perspective.

The Real World Challenges Sociology Addresses Today

In a rapidly changing world, sociology remains vital for addressing complex social challenges.

Globalization and Cultural Change

As cultures interact and merge, sociology helps us understand the effects of globalization on
identity, migration, and cultural preservation. It sheds light on how local communities adapt or resist
global influences.

Social Media and Human Interaction

The rise of social media has transformed how people connect and communicate. Sociologists study
its impact on social relationships, mental health, and political mobilization, revealing both
opportunities and challenges.



Social Justice and Equity Movements

Sociology provides tools to analyze systemic discrimination and advocate for social justice.
Movements addressing racial equality, gender rights, and economic justice all benefit from
sociological research and activism.

Tips for Diving Deeper into Sociology

If you’re intrigued by the real world an introduction to sociology offers, here are some ways to
explore further:

Read Classic and Contemporary Works: Start with foundational texts by sociologists like
Emile Durkheim, Max Weber, and modern thinkers who address current social issues.

Engage with Sociological Research: Look for studies and articles that connect theory to
real-world problems, making abstract concepts tangible.

Participate in Discussions and Groups: Join forums or local meetups focused on social
issues to share perspectives and learn from others.

Observe and Reflect: Practice applying sociological concepts to your own experiences and
observations daily.

Sociology is more than an academic discipline; it’s a way to make sense of the complex social world
we inhabit. By understanding the real world an introduction to sociology provides, we gain insight
into the forces that shape our lives and the power to influence positive change. Whether you’re a
student, professional, or simply a curious individual, embracing sociology enriches your
understanding of humanity’s social fabric.

Frequently Asked Questions

What is the main focus of 'The Real World: An Introduction to
Sociology'?
'The Real World: An Introduction to Sociology' focuses on introducing readers to key sociological
concepts and theories by connecting them to everyday life and real-world issues.

Who is the author of 'The Real World: An Introduction to
Sociology'?
The author of 'The Real World: An Introduction to Sociology' is Kerry Ferris, often co-authored with
Jill Stein.



How does 'The Real World' approach teaching sociology
differently from traditional textbooks?
'The Real World' uses contemporary examples, personal stories, and real-life applications to make
sociological theories more relatable and easier to understand for students.

What are some key themes covered in 'The Real World: An
Introduction to Sociology'?
Key themes include social inequality, race and ethnicity, gender, culture, social institutions, and
globalization.

Is 'The Real World' suitable for beginners in sociology?
Yes, 'The Real World' is designed as an introductory textbook, making complex sociological ideas
accessible to beginners.

How does 'The Real World' address social issues in its
content?
'The Real World' incorporates discussions on current social issues such as systemic racism, poverty,
and environmental challenges to highlight sociology's relevance.

Are there any online resources available to accompany 'The
Real World: An Introduction to Sociology'?
Yes, many editions of 'The Real World' come with online resources including quizzes, videos, and
study guides to support learning.

Additional Resources
The Real World: An Introduction to Sociology

the real world an introduction to sociology serves as a foundational gateway for understanding
the complex interplay between individuals and society. Sociology, at its core, is the scientific study
of social behavior, institutions, and structures that shape human interactions. In an increasingly
interconnected and rapidly evolving world, grasping sociological concepts is essential not only for
students but also for professionals, policymakers, and anyone interested in the dynamics that govern
everyday life. This article delves into the multifaceted nature of sociology, using "The Real World: An
Introduction to Sociology" as a lens to examine how sociological theories and methodologies
illuminate the realities of social life.

Understanding Sociology through “The Real World”



“The Real World: An Introduction to Sociology” is often recognized as a pivotal resource that
demystifies complex sociological theories by situating them in tangible, real-life contexts. Unlike
traditional textbooks that might lean heavily on abstract concepts, this approach prioritizes the
analysis of everyday experiences—work, family, education, race, and social inequality—making the
discipline accessible and relevant.

The real world, as a thematic focus, emphasizes the practical application of sociological knowledge.
Through case studies, contemporary examples, and empirical data, readers are encouraged to
critically analyze social phenomena and recognize the underlying patterns that influence human
behavior. This real-world orientation is crucial for fostering a deeper understanding of topics such as
social stratification, cultural norms, and institutional power dynamics.

Core Themes in “The Real World: An Introduction to
Sociology”

At the heart of this introductory text are several core themes that reflect the essence of sociology:

Social Structures and Institutions: How institutions like family, education, religion, and
government shape individual lives and collective experiences.

Cultural Norms and Values: The role of shared beliefs and practices in maintaining social
order and identity.

Social Inequality and Stratification: Examining how race, class, gender, and other factors
contribute to unequal distributions of resources and opportunities.

Social Change and Movements: Understanding the forces that drive societal transformation
and resistance.

These themes are explored not only through theoretical frameworks but also through contemporary
social issues, allowing readers to connect abstract concepts with real-world implications.

Sociological Perspectives Highlighted in the Text

One of the strengths of “The Real World: An Introduction to Sociology” lies in its balanced
presentation of the major sociological perspectives. These perspectives serve as analytical tools to
interpret social realities:

Functionalism

Functionalism views society as a complex system with interdependent parts working together to
maintain stability. The text elucidates how institutions fulfill essential functions—education



socializes individuals, the family provides emotional support, and government maintains order. By
applying this lens, readers learn to appreciate the contributions and limitations of established social
structures.

Conflict Theory

In contrast, conflict theory focuses on the inherent tensions and power struggles within society. It
highlights issues of inequality, domination, and social change driven by conflicts between different
social groups. The real-world examples in the book, such as economic disparities or racial
discrimination, illustrate how conflict theory illuminates ongoing struggles for justice and equality.

Symbolic Interactionism

Symbolic interactionism emphasizes micro-level interactions and the meanings individuals attach to
social symbols. By exploring everyday communication, identity formation, and socialization
processes, this perspective reveals how social realities are constructed and negotiated moment to
moment.

Why “The Real World: An Introduction to Sociology”
Resonates with Learners

The appeal of this introduction lies in its innovative pedagogical approach. Many sociology textbooks
risk alienating readers by presenting dense jargon and abstract theories without clear relevance.
“The Real World” counters this by:

Incorporating current events and media references that resonate with contemporary
audiences.

Providing diverse case studies that represent varied social experiences across race, class, and
gender.

Encouraging critical thinking through questions and assignments that challenge preconceived
notions.

Balancing empirical research with narrative storytelling to engage different learning styles.

This method helps learners not only grasp theoretical knowledge but also develop sociological
imagination—the ability to see the connection between personal troubles and public issues.



Comparative Insights: Traditional Textbooks vs. The Real
World Approach

When compared to more conventional sociology textbooks, “The Real World: An Introduction to
Sociology” stands out for its emphasis on applicability and engagement. Traditional texts often focus
heavily on theory first, which can be daunting. In contrast, this introduction starts with relatable
scenarios, inviting readers to explore theory as a means to decode their own social environments.

This shift has significant pedagogical benefits:

Enhanced Retention: Learning through real-world examples helps students remember1.
concepts better.

Increased Motivation: Seeing the relevance of sociology to everyday life fosters greater2.
interest and participation.

Greater Inclusivity: Diverse case studies promote an inclusive perspective that3.
acknowledges multiple social realities.

The Role of Sociology in Addressing Contemporary
Challenges

Beyond academic settings, the insights from “The Real World: An Introduction to Sociology” have
practical implications in policy-making, social work, education, and business. Understanding social
patterns and structures equips professionals to design more effective interventions, from reducing
poverty and discrimination to promoting community cohesion.

For instance, the growing awareness of systemic racism and social inequality underscores the
importance of sociological analysis. By examining how institutional biases perpetuate disparities,
sociology informs efforts toward social justice and reform. Similarly, the study of social networks
and digital communication, increasingly relevant in today’s hyperconnected world, benefits from
sociological perspectives introduced in this text.

Challenges and Critiques

While “The Real World” offers a comprehensive introduction, it is not without critiques. Some argue
that its focus on contemporary examples may date the material quickly, requiring frequent updates
to stay relevant. Additionally, the balance between theory and application may sometimes lean too
heavily on anecdotal evidence, potentially oversimplifying complex sociological debates.

Nevertheless, these limitations are inherent in any introductory text aiming to balance accessibility
with academic rigor. Its strengths in fostering critical thinking and connecting theory to practice



largely outweigh these concerns.

Integrating “The Real World” into Sociology Education

Educators adopting this resource find it valuable for sparking classroom discussions and
encouraging active learning. The text’s structure supports various teaching methods, including:

Group debates on social issues highlighted in chapters.

Reflective writing assignments that relate sociological concepts to personal experiences.

Multimedia projects utilizing current news stories or social media trends.

By situating learning within the “real world,” students develop skills not only in sociological analysis
but also in empathy, cultural competence, and civic engagement.

In conclusion, “The Real World: An Introduction to Sociology” offers a dynamic and insightful entry
point into the study of social life. Through its practical orientation, diverse perspectives, and
commitment to relevance, it equips readers to navigate and critically assess the social forces
shaping their world. As society continues to evolve, the need for such accessible and thought-
provoking resources remains vital for fostering informed and engaged citizens.
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  the real world an introduction to sociology: The Real World Kerry Ferris, Jill Stein, 2022
Instructors adopt--and stick with--The Real World because students love it. And students love it
because it was written for them. In every chapter, Ferris and Stein use examples from everyday life,
the media, and pop culture to get students thinking sociologically and to show the relevance of
sociology to their relationships, jobs, and the future of society. Innovative and assignable Data
Workshops in every chapter and online give students a chance to apply theoretical concepts to their
own lives and actually do sociology. Expansive coverage of the Covid-19 pandemic throughout the
Eighth Edition package highlights how the pandemic has affected all aspects of social life, from how
we work and learn to the way we organize our family lives.
  the real world an introduction to sociology: “The” Real World Kerry Ferris, Stein, Jill, 2024
  the real world an introduction to sociology: The Real World Kerry Ferris, Jill Stein,
2018-06 The most relevant textbook for today's students.
  the real world an introduction to sociology: The Real World: An Introduction to Sociology,
3rd Ed Kerry & Jill Stein Ferris, 2012
  the real world an introduction to sociology: Introduction to Neutrosophic Sociology
(Neutrosociology) Florentin Smarandache, Neutrosophic Sociology (or Neutrosociology) is the
study of sociology using neutrosophic scientific methods. The huge social data that we face in
sociology is full of indeterminacy: it is vague, incomplete, contradictory, hybrid, biased, ignorant,
redundant, superfluous, meaningless, ambiguous, unclear, etc. That’s why the neutrosophic sciences
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(which deal with indeterminacy), through the process of neutrosophication, are involved, such as:
neutrosophy (a new branch of philosophy), neutrosophic set, neutrosophic logic, neutrosophic
probability and neutrosophic statistics, neutrosophic analysis, neutrosophic measure, and so on.
  the real world an introduction to sociology: The Real World (Fourth Edition) Kerry
Ferris, Jill Stein, 2014-02-01 The most relevant textbook for today's students. The Real World
succeeds in classrooms because it focuses on the perspective that students care about most--their
own. In every chapter, the authors use activities, examples from everyday life, and popular culture to
draw students into thinking sociologically and to show the relevance of sociology to our
relationships, our jobs, and our future goals.
  the real world an introduction to sociology: Social Theory in the Real World Steven
Miles, 2001-05-09 Social Theory in the Real World is concerned with illustrating the practical
benefits of social theory. Many students find it hard to relate the real insights provided by social
theory to their real life experiences, and many lecturers struggle to demonstrate the relevance of
social theory to everyday life. This book offers an accessible, non-patronizing solution to the
problem, demonstrating that social theory need not be remote and obscure, but if used in
imaginative ways, it can be indispensable in challenging our common sense perceptions and
understandings. The book identifies the key themes of contemporary social theory: mass society,
postindustrialism, consumerism, postmodernism, McDonaldization, risk and globalization, and uses
the insights of both classical and contemporary theorists of social change to highlight the potential
of imaginative theorizing.
  the real world an introduction to sociology: Outlines and Highlights for the Real World
Cram101 Textbook Reviews, 2011-04-01 Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again! Virtually all of the
testable terms, concepts, persons, places, and events from the textbook are included. Cram101 Just
the FACTS101 studyguides give all of the outlines, highlights, notes, and quizzes for your textbook
with optional online comprehensive practice tests. Only Cram101 is Textbook Specific. Accompanys:
9780393933529 .
  the real world an introduction to sociology: Studyguide for the Real World Cram101
Textbook Reviews, 2013-05 Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again Includes all testable terms, concepts,
persons, places, and events. Cram101 Just the FACTS101 studyguides gives all of the outlines,
highlights, and quizzes for your textbook with optional online comprehensive practice tests. Only
Cram101 is Textbook Specific. Accompanies: 9780872893795. This item is printed on demand.
  the real world an introduction to sociology: Teaching the Novel across the Curriculum
Colin C. Irvine, 2007-11-30 Instructors at all levels are being encouraged to teach writing in their
courses, even in subjects other than English. Because the novel reflects a broad set of human
experiences and history, it is the ideal vehicle for learning about a wide range of issues. This book
helps educators learn how to incorporate novels in courses in English, the humanities, social and
behavioral sciences, and professional studies. The chapters focus on using the novel to explore
ethical concerns, multiculturalism, history, social theory, psychology, social work, and education.
The book looks at major canonical works as well as graphic novels and popular literature. Language
arts are at the forefront of education these days. Instructors at all levels are being encouraged to
teach writing in their courses, even if those courses cover subjects other than English. Literature
instructors have long used fiction to teach composition. But because the novel reflects a broad range
of human experiences and historical events, it is the ideal medium for learning about contemporary
social issues. This book helps educators learn how to use the novel in courses in English, the
humanities, social and behavioral sciences, and professional studies. The book is divided into broad
sections on general education classes; multiculturalism; literature classes; humanities courses;
classes in social, behavioral, and political sciences; and professional studies, such as social work and
teacher training. Each section includes chapters written by gifted teachers and provides a wealth of
theoretical and practical information. While the book examines major canonical works such as Hard
Times, Billy Budd, and Invisible Man, it also looks at graphic novels, science fiction, and popular
contemporary works such as Finishing School and Jarhead. Chapters reflect the personal successes



of their authors and cite works for further reading.
  the real world an introduction to sociology: Beyond the Knowledge Crisis Debbie Kasper,
2020-11-03 In the face of complex, interwoven, planet-scale problems, many cite the need for more
integrated knowledge—especially across the natural and social sciences. Excessive specialization,
they argue, gets in the way of knowing what we know, much less being able to use it to address
urgent socio-environmental crises. These concerns, it turns out, go back centuries. This book picks
up where most leave off, exploring the history of how we got here and proposing a way forward.
Along the way, readers find that the synthesis long called for depends on theoretical advancements
in social science. Fortunately, the author argues, we have everything we need to achieve those
advancements, thanks largely to the contributions of Norbert Elias. Integrating his insights with
history, science, sociological theory, and more, this book neatly packages the upgraded paradigm we
need to be able to meaningfully address complex socio-environmental problems and more
intentionally shape humanity’s collective future.
  the real world an introduction to sociology: Searching for Heaven in the Real World
Kathryn Ann Kraft, 2013-02-24 Searching for Heaven in the Real World A Sociological Discussion of
Conversion in the Arab World While adjusting to a new identity is akin to adjusting to a new set of
skin, even more difficult is realising that this new skin may not be as comfortable or as pleasant as
the old one. In Searching for Heaven in the Real World, Kathryn Kraft explores the breadth of
psychological and societal issues faced by Arab Muslims after making a decision to adopt a faith in
Christ or Christianity, investigating some of the most surprising and significant challenges new
believers face. Arab Muslims arrive at a point of new faith with great expectations. With such high
hopes for what they will experience in their new identity, they are bound to encounter a reality that
is different. They need to invest a great deal of emotional energy in addressing their expectations
and what they actually encounter. Even so, those who stay the course of faith usually hold on to their
dreams, believing that heaven is not only for the afterlife but it is for the real world as well.
  the real world an introduction to sociology: Psychology Cram101 Textbook Reviews,
2016-03-24 Never HIGHLIGHT a Book Again! Includes all testable terms, concepts, persons, places,
and events. Cram101 Just the FACTS101 studyguides gives all of the outlines, highlights, and
quizzes for your textbook with optional online comprehensive practice tests. Only Cram101 is
Textbook Specific. Accompanies: 9780393138139. This item is printed on demand.
  the real world an introduction to sociology: Visual Design for Online Learning Torria Davis,
2015-10-05 Update the visual design of your course in pedagogically sound ways Visual Design for
Online Learning spotlights the role that visual elements play in the online learning environment.
Written for both new and experienced instructors, the book guides you in adding pedagogically
relevant visual design elements that contribute to effective learning practices. The text builds upon
three conceptual frameworks: active learning, multiple intelligences, and universal design for
learning. This resource explores critical issues such as copyright, technology tools, and accessibility
and includes examples from top Blackboard practitioners which are applicable to any LMS.
Ultimately, the author guides you in developing effective visual elements that will support your
teaching goals while reinforcing the learning materials you share with your students. There has been
a steady increase of over 10% in online enrollment for higher education institutions since 2002, yet
the visual look of online courses has not changed significantly in the last ten years. Adapting to the
needs of students within online classes is critical to guiding your students toward success—and the
right visual elements can play an integral role in your students' ability to learn and retain the
information they need to thrive in their chosen programs. In fact, visual elements have been shown
to increase student participation, engagement, and success in an online course. Leverage the best
practices employed by exemplary Blackboard practitioners Explore three foundational conceptual
frameworks: active learning, multiple intelligences, and universal design for learning Increase
student retention and success Visual Design for Online Learning is an essential reference for all
online educators—both new and experienced.
  the real world an introduction to sociology: The Real World of Democratic Theory Ian



Shapiro, 2010-11-22 In this book Ian Shapiro develops and extends arguments that have established
him as one of today's leading democratic theorists. Shapiro is hardheaded about the realities of
politics and power, and the difficulties of fighting injustice and oppression. Yet he makes a
compelling case that democracy's legitimacy depends on pressing it into the service of resisting
domination, and that democratic theorists must rise to the occasion of fashioning the necessary
tools. That vital agenda motivates the arguments of this book. Tracing modern democracy's roots to
John Locke and the American founders, Shapiro shows that they saw more deeply into the dynamics
of democratic politics than have many of their successors. Drawing on Lockean and Madisonian
insights, Shapiro evaluates democracy's changing global fortunes over the past two decades. He also
shows how elusive democracy can be by exploring the contrast between its successful establishment
in South Africa and its failures elsewhere--particularly the Middle East. Shapiro spells out the
implications of his account for long-standing debates about public opinion, judicial review, abortion,
and inherited wealth--as well as more recent preoccupations with globalization, national security,
and international terrorism. Scholars, students, and democratic activists will all learn from Shapiro's
trenchant account of democracy's foundations, its history, and its contemporary challenges. They
will also find his distinctive democratic vision both illuminating and appealing.
  the real world an introduction to sociology: Doing Real World Research in Sports Studies
Andy Smith, Ivan Waddington, 2013-10-23 Traditional research methods textbooks tend to present
an idealized and simplistic picture of the research process. This ground-breaking text however,
features leading international sport researchers explaining how they actually carried out their real
life research projects, highlighting the practical day-to-day problems, false starts and setbacks that
are a normal part of the research process. This book focuses on ten pieces of research that have
made a distinctive and valuable contribution to the study of sport. For each one the author of that
research explains how the project was conducted and the issues that they faced. In addition, each
piece of research has a commentary from a leading sport scholar outlining why it is regarded as
being an important contribution to the discipline of sport studies and how that research can inform
studies being carried out today. Contributors to the book describe how in their own real life research
projects, they initially conceptualized and defined their research projects secured funding and/or
sponsorship from relevant bodies handled enforced changes to the research plans
confronted/overcame obstacles presented by outside bodies managed inter-personal/emotional
relationships in the research encounter managed possible threats to their personal safety or physical
integrity managed good luck, bad luck and serendipitous findings dealt with favourable and hostile
media reaction to research findings. Doing Real World Research in Sport Studies enables students
and researchers to develop a more realistic understanding of what the research process actually
involves. It charts the development of key research projects in sport and should be essential reading
for any sport research methods course.
  the real world an introduction to sociology: Investigating Social Problems A. Javier
Trevino, 2014-07-24 “Given the complexity of the issues, the study of social problems requires,
indeed demands, specialized focus by experts.” -A. Javier Treviño Welcome to a new way of
Investigating Social Problems. In this groundbreaking new text, general editor A. Javier Treviño,
working with a panel of experts, thoroughly examines all aspects of social problems, providing a
contemporary and authoritative introduction to the field. Each chapter is written by a specialist on
that particular topic. This unique, contributed format ensures that the research and examples
provided are the most current and relevant in the field. The chapters carefully follow a model
framework to ensure consistency across the entire text and provide continuity for the reader. The
text is framed around three major themes: intersectionality (the interplay of race, ethnicity, class,
and gender), the global scope of many problems, and how researchers take an evidence-based
approach to studying problems.
  the real world an introduction to sociology: Academic Writing, Real World Topics - Concise
Edition Michael Rectenwald, Lisa Carl, 2016-07-20 Academic Writing, Real World Topics fills a void
in the writing-across-the-curriculum textbook market. It draws together articles and essays of actual



academic prose as opposed to journalism; it arranges material by topic instead of by discipline or
academic division; and it approaches topics from multiple disciplinary and critical perspectives.With
extensive introductions, rhetorical instruction, and suggested additional resources accompanying
each chapter, Academic Writing, Real World Topics introduces students to the kinds of research and
writing that they will be expected to undertake throughout their college careers and beyond. This
concise edition provides all the features of the complete edition in a more compact and affordable
format. Key Features: - Contemporary, cutting-edge readings on relevant topics - Extensive
cross-referencing between the rhetoric and the reader to help students make connections -
Full-length essays rather than excerpts - Chapter introductions that put readings in context and
promote interdisciplinary connections - Sample student essays to demonstrate student contribution -
“As You Read” guides to each chapter that encourage readers to locate points of contact among
readings - Questions after each reading that enable comprehension, help students identify rhetorical
moves, and prompt oral and written response
  the real world an introduction to sociology: Auguste Comte: Volume 1 Mary Pickering,
1993-11-26 The first volume of a two-volume intellectual biography of Auguste Comte, the founder of
modern sociology and positivism.
  the real world an introduction to sociology: The Distance Learning Study Guide for the Way
We Live Telecourse/Distance Learning Course Intelecom, 2005-07 The Distance Learning Study
Guide for The Way We Live Telecourse/Distance Learning Course - The distance learning study
guide is available through Prentice Hall and can be packaged with the Macionis brief and
comprehensive introductory sociology textbooks (Society and Sociology). It includes an overview of
the video episode, assignments, learning objectives, key terms and concepts, video focus points, test
focus points, critical thinking questions, and Test Your Learning sections that include multiple
choice, short answer questions for review. Video component of course consists of 22 videos; 30
minutes each. Please contact your local Prentice Hall sales representative for more information
about the video program. The Faculty guide is published by INTELECOM, the telecourse developer,
and includes a test bank for the video and text components, general information on the course, as
well as tips for teaching at a distance. The Faculty Guide is issued by INTELECOM, once a course
license is in place between the institution and INTELECOM. Closely correlated to Macionis, Society
(brief) and Macionis, Sociology (comprehensive) textbooks.
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