
the memoirs of henry heth
The Memoirs of Henry Heth: A Glimpse into a Confederate General’s Life and Legacy

the memoirs of henry heth offer a unique window into the life of one of the more
intriguing figures of the American Civil War. As a Confederate general, Henry Heth’s
personal reflections provide historians and readers alike with valuable insights into the
strategies, challenges, and human elements behind the war’s battles. His memoirs not
only recount military engagements but also reveal the complexities of leadership and the
burdens of command during one of the most tumultuous periods in American history.

Exploring Henry Heth’s writings allows us to better understand the man behind the
uniform and the broader context in which he operated. If you’re interested in Civil War
history, military memoirs, or the personal accounts of Confederate officers, diving into the
memoirs of Henry Heth can be both enlightening and engaging.

Who Was Henry Heth?

Before delving into his memoirs, it’s important to know who Henry Heth was. Born in
1825, Heth graduated from the United States Military Academy at West Point in 1847. He
served with distinction in the U.S. Army before resigning to join the Confederate forces
when the Civil War erupted. Rising through the ranks, Heth became a major general and
played significant roles in several key battles, including Gettysburg and the Peninsula
Campaign.

His career was marked by his tactical decisions, leadership under pressure, and
sometimes controversial actions on the battlefield. These experiences formed the
backbone of his memoirs, where he reflects candidly on the war’s events, his personal
convictions, and his military philosophy.

The Memoirs of Henry Heth: Content and Themes

The memoirs cover a wide array of topics—from early military service, the outbreak of the
Civil War, to detailed battle descriptions and post-war reflections. Readers will find a
blend of factual recounting and personal commentary, which makes the memoirs a rich
source of historical and emotional depth.

Military Campaigns and Battles

A significant portion of Heth’s memoirs focuses on the campaigns he participated in. His
account of the Battle of Gettysburg, for example, provides an insider’s perspective on the
decisions made by Confederate leaders and the chaos of combat. He discusses troop
movements, strategic objectives, and the challenges posed by Union forces.



What stands out is his honest appraisal of both successes and failures. Heth doesn’t shy
away from critiquing his own actions or those of his superiors, offering readers a balanced
and thoughtful analysis rather than mere glorification.

Leadership and Command Challenges

Heth’s memoirs also delve into the human side of military leadership. He shares insights
into managing men under extreme stress, dealing with limited resources, and maintaining
morale amidst setbacks. His reflections highlight how leadership during wartime extends
beyond tactics—encompassing empathy, resilience, and adaptability.

These insights are valuable not only to military historians but also to anyone interested in
leadership principles under pressure.

Post-War Reflections and Legacy

After the war ended, Henry Heth’s memoirs turn reflective, addressing the aftermath of
the conflict and its impact on the South, its people, and himself personally. He discusses
the challenges of reconciliation and the enduring scars left by the war.

This section resonates deeply as it captures the struggle to find meaning and rebuild life
after such a devastating conflict. Heth’s candid thoughts on these issues offer a poignant
reminder of the human cost of war.

Why the Memoirs of Henry Heth Matter Today

Historical memoirs like those of Henry Heth serve multiple purposes. They preserve the
voice of a participant, provide primary source material for researchers, and help humanize
historical figures often reduced to names and dates in textbooks.

Understanding the Confederate Perspective

While the Civil War is widely studied, firsthand accounts from Confederate officers like
Heth help present a more nuanced picture of the motivations, beliefs, and experiences of
those who fought for the South. This doesn’t mean endorsing any controversial views but
rather seeking to comprehend the complexity of history.

Lessons in Military Strategy and Decision-Making

Military enthusiasts and scholars can glean lessons from Heth’s analysis of battles and
campaigns. His reflections on tactical mistakes and successes contribute to a broader



understanding of Civil War military history and the evolution of combat leadership.

Personal Growth and Reflection

On a more personal level, Heth’s memoirs illustrate how individuals grapple with the
consequences of their choices—both during the war and afterward. This human element
makes his writings relatable and insightful beyond the historical facts.

Where to Find the Memoirs of Henry Heth

For those interested in reading the memoirs, they are available through various historical
archives, libraries, and sometimes reprinted in collections of Civil War documents. Digital
versions may also be accessible through online repositories dedicated to Civil War history.

When exploring these memoirs, it’s useful to cross-reference with other contemporary
accounts to gain a fuller picture of events and viewpoints.

Tips for Reading Historical Memoirs

Reading memoirs such as those of Henry Heth can be deeply rewarding if approached
thoughtfully. Here are some tips to enhance your experience:

Contextualize the content: Understand the broader historical setting to better
grasp the significance of events described.

Note the author’s perspective: Recognize potential biases and personal
motivations influencing the narrative.

Compare multiple sources: Supplement memoirs with other accounts and
scholarly research for a balanced view.

Focus on themes: Pay attention to recurring themes like leadership, resilience, and
morality that transcend time.

Taking these steps will allow you to appreciate the memoirs not just as historical records
but as rich literary and human documents.

The Enduring Interest in Henry Heth’s Memoirs

More than a century after the Civil War, the memoirs of Henry Heth continue to captivate



historians, students, and Civil War enthusiasts. Their enduring appeal lies in the authentic
voice they preserve and the complex portrait they paint of a man navigating the horrors of
war and the challenges of leadership.

Whether you are a casual reader seeking to understand history through personal stories or
a serious scholar piecing together the past, engaging with Heth’s memoirs offers valuable
perspectives that enrich our understanding of one of America’s defining conflicts.

Frequently Asked Questions

Who was Henry Heth, the author of the memoirs?
Henry Heth was a Confederate general during the American Civil War, known for his
service in the Army of Northern Virginia and his role in significant battles such as
Gettysburg.

What are the main topics covered in the memoirs of
Henry Heth?
The memoirs cover Heth's military career, his experiences during the Civil War, his
perspectives on key battles, and insights into Confederate leadership and strategy.

When were the memoirs of Henry Heth published?
Henry Heth's memoirs were published posthumously in the early 20th century, providing a
firsthand account of his Civil War experiences.

How do Henry Heth's memoirs contribute to Civil War
history?
Heth's memoirs offer a valuable primary source that sheds light on Confederate military
operations, leadership decisions, and battlefield conditions from the perspective of a
senior officer.

Are Henry Heth's memoirs considered reliable by
historians?
While generally respected for their detail, historians approach Heth's memoirs critically,
recognizing potential biases and the limitations of personal recollection.

What battles does Henry Heth discuss in his memoirs?
Heth discusses several key battles including the Battle of Gettysburg, the Battle of
Chancellorsville, and the Seven Days Battles, among others.



Where can one access the memoirs of Henry Heth?
The memoirs of Henry Heth are available in various formats, including print editions,
digital libraries, and archives specializing in Civil War history.

What unique perspective does Henry Heth provide in his
memoirs?
As a Confederate general who witnessed pivotal moments of the Civil War, Heth offers
firsthand insights into Confederate strategy, leadership challenges, and the experiences of
soldiers on the battlefield.

Additional Resources
The Memoirs of Henry Heth: An In-Depth Examination of a Confederate General's Legacy

the memoirs of henry heth provide a rare glimpse into the life and military career of
one of the more enigmatic figures of the American Civil War. Henry Heth, a Confederate
general, is often remembered for his controversial decisions during key battles such as
Gettysburg, yet his personal reflections, as captured in his memoirs, reveal a complex
character shaped by duty, honor, and the turbulent times he lived through. This article
delves into the historical significance of Heth’s memoirs, exploring their contributions to
Civil War historiography and their enduring value for scholars and enthusiasts alike.

The Historical Context of Henry Heth’s Memoirs

Henry Heth’s memoirs were penned in a post-war era marked by reconciliation and
reexamination of the Confederate cause. As a figure who held critical command roles,
Heth’s firsthand accounts offer a unique perspective on military strategies, interpersonal
conflicts among Confederate leadership, and the logistical challenges faced by the South.
The memoirs emerge not only as a personal narrative but also as a piece of historical
documentation that attempts to clarify misunderstood events, such as Heth’s controversial
advance at Gettysburg on July 1, 1863.

Heth’s writings serve to contextualize his decisions within the limitations and pressures of
wartime command. Unlike many contemporaries who either glamorized or vilified their
roles, Heth’s memoirs adopt a more measured tone, balancing self-critique with
justifications grounded in military necessity. For Civil War historians, these accounts
contribute to a nuanced understanding of Confederate operational dynamics and the
broader strategic environment.

Insights into Military Leadership and Strategy

One of the most compelling aspects of the memoirs of Henry Heth lies in their detailed
recounting of battlefield tactics and command challenges. Heth provides an insider’s view



on the complexities of leading troops under adverse conditions, including supply
shortages, communication breakdowns, and morale issues. His reflections on the
coordination—or sometimes lack thereof—between Confederate generals shed light on the
internal discord that frequently hampered the Southern war effort.

Moreover, Heth’s description of his role in the early stages of the Gettysburg campaign
illustrates the fog of war phenomenon. His decision to engage Union forces without full
knowledge of their strength has been a subject of historical debate, but the memoirs
reveal the pressures he faced and the intelligence gaps that influenced his choices. This
candid account adds depth to the ongoing discussion about command accountability and
the unpredictable nature of Civil War battles.

Analyzing the Literary and Historical Value

While primarily a military memoir, Henry Heth’s writings also possess literary qualities
that enhance their appeal beyond pure historical data. The narrative style balances
straightforward reporting with moments of personal reflection, offering readers both
factual content and emotional resonance. This blend makes the memoirs particularly
useful for understanding the human dimension of the Confederate command experience.

Comparative Perspectives: Heth vs. Other Confederate
Memoirists

When compared to memoirs of other Confederate leaders such as Robert E. Lee or James
Longstreet, Heth’s memoirs stand out for their moderate tone and willingness to
acknowledge mistakes. Unlike the often hagiographic accounts by senior commanders,
Heth’s recollections are more grounded, providing a counterpoint that enriches the
historiographical landscape.

This comparative perspective underscores the diversity of Confederate narratives and
highlights the importance of including multiple voices when reconstructing Civil War
history. The memoirs of Henry Heth complement other sources by adding layers of
complexity to the understanding of Confederate military operations, leadership dynamics,
and the psychological toll of warfare.

Pros and Cons of Using Heth’s Memoirs as a Historical
Source

Pros: Firsthand military insights, candid reflections, unique perspective on
Gettysburg, balanced tone.

Cons: Potential bias inherent in personal memoirs, occasional gaps in chronology,
limited focus on non-military aspects of the war.



These factors should be considered by researchers and readers aiming to extract accurate
historical facts while appreciating the memoirs’ subjective nature.

The Memoirs’ Role in Civil War Scholarship and
Popular Culture

Beyond academic circles, the memoirs of Henry Heth have contributed to shaping popular
narratives about the Civil War. They are frequently cited in Civil War literature,
documentaries, and battlefield tours, especially those focusing on Gettysburg. Heth’s
firsthand account provides a valuable resource for educators seeking to illustrate the
complexities of leadership and decision-making during one of America’s defining conflicts.

In addition, the memoirs have influenced the portrayal of Confederate generals in
historical fiction and media. By humanizing a figure often overshadowed by more famous
contemporaries, Heth’s writings invite a more nuanced interpretation of Confederate
command and the moral ambiguities faced by officers on both sides.

Preservation and Accessibility of the Memoirs

The memoirs of Henry Heth are preserved in various formats, including original
manuscripts housed in historical archives and digitized versions available through
university libraries and Civil War research organizations. This accessibility has facilitated
wider dissemination and scholarly examination, ensuring that Heth’s voice continues to
inform discussions about the Civil War.

Efforts to annotate and contextualize the memoirs with contemporary historical evidence
have further enhanced their value. Such editions enable readers to cross-reference Heth’s
claims with other primary sources, deepening the analytical rigor applied to his narrative.

The memoirs of Henry Heth remain a vital piece of Civil War literature, bridging personal
experience and historical inquiry. Their detailed recounting of military campaigns and
candid reflections on leadership challenges enrich the collective understanding of a
conflict that shaped the United States in profound ways. As interest in Civil War history
endures, these memoirs continue to offer indispensable insights into the complexities of
war, command, and memory.

The Memoirs Of Henry Heth

  the memoirs of henry heth: The Memoirs of Henry Heth Henry Heth, 1974-08-15
  the memoirs of henry heth: The Memoirs of Henry Heth, "the Young Cavalier," Henry
Heth, James L. Morrison, 1960
  the memoirs of henry heth: The 11th North Carolina Infantry in the Civil War William
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Thomas Venner, 2015-09-02 This history of the 11th North Carolina Infantry in the Civil War--
civilian soldiers and their families--follows the regiment from their 1861 mustering-in to their
surrender at Appomattox, covering action at Gettysburg, Bristoe Station, The Wilderness,
Spotsylvania, Cold Harbor and Petersburg. Drawing on letters, journals, memoirs, official reports,
personnel records and family histories, this intensely personal account features Tar Heels relating
their experiences through over 1,500 quoted passages. Casualty lists give the names of those killed,
wounded, captured in action and died of disease. Rosters list regimental officers and staff, enlistees
for all 10 companies and the names of the 78 men who stacked arms on April 9, 1865.
  the memoirs of henry heth: The 7th Tennessee Infantry in the Civil War William Thomas
Venner, 2013-07-17 This book follows the 7th Tennessee Infantry Regiment from their May 1861
mustering-in to the war's final moments at Appomattox in April 1865. It is an intensely personal
account based upon the Tennesseans' letters, journals, memoirs, official reports, personnel records
and family histories. It is a powerful account of courage and sacrifice. The men (a full roster is
included) changed from exhilarated volunteers to battle-hardened veterans. They had eagerly rushed
to join up, anxious to confront the enemy on the battle front. Later, amid the grim realities, the
Tennesseans stayed with their comrades and carried out their responsibilities. Rifleman Tom
Holloway wrote, I went into this measure with the conviction that it was my imperative duty.
Eventually, as the war destroyed the Tennesseans, Lt. Ferguson Harris wrote simply, I wonder who
will be the last of us to go?
  the memoirs of henry heth: Last in Their Class James Robbins, 2017-03-21 Today’s Goat, the
celebrated West Point cadet finishing at the bottom of his class, carries on a long and storied
tradition. George Custer’s contemporaries at the Academy believed that the same spirit of adventure
that led him to “blow post” at night to carouse at local taverns also motivated his dramatic cavalry
attacks in the Civil War and afterwards. And the same willingness to stoically accept punishment for
his hijinks at the Academy also sent George Pickett marching into the teeth of the Union guns at
Gettysburg. The story James S. Robbins tells goes from the beginnings of West Point through the
carnage of the Civil War to the grassy bluffs over the Little Big Horn. The Goats he profiles tell us
much about the soul of the American solider, his daring, imagination and desire to prove himself
against high odds.
  the memoirs of henry heth: Plain Folk of the South Revisited Samuel C. Hyde, Jr., 1997-10-01
?
  the memoirs of henry heth: A Campaign of Giants--The Battle for Petersburg A. Wilson
Greene, 2025-04-08 Grinding, bloody, and ultimately decisive, the Petersburg Campaign was the
Civil War’s longest and among its most complex. A Campaign of Giants: The Battle for Petersburg
offers a gripping, comprehensive history of the decisive campaign in the eastern theater. In this
second of three volumes, A. Wilson Greene narrates the critical months from August through
October 1864, during which Ulysses S. Grant’s army group launched three major offensives against
Robert E. Lee’s defenses around Petersburg and the Confederate capital in Richmond. The
Confederates counterpunched after each Union advance and conducted a spectacular cavalry raid
that netted almost 2,500 cattle from Federal grazing grounds. But as winter approached, Grant had
captured one of Lee’s primary supply routes and extended the lines around Petersburg and
Richmond to some thirty-five miles. Supported by thirty-four detailed maps, Greene’s narrative
chronicles these bloody engagements using many previously unpublished primary accounts from
common soldiers and ranking officers alike. The struggle for Petersburg is often characterized as a
siege, but Greene’s narrative demonstrates that it was dynamic, involving maneuver and combat
equal in intensity to that of any major Civil War operation.
  the memoirs of henry heth: The Class of 1846 John C. Waugh, 2010-12-29 No single group of
men at West Point--or possibly any academy--has been so indelibly written into history as the class of
1846. The names are legendary: Thomas Stonewall Jackson, George B. McClellan, Ambrose Powell
Hill, Darius Nash Couch, George Edward Pickett, Cadmus Marcellus Wilcox, and George Stoneman.
The class fought in three wars, produced twenty generals, and left the nation a lasting legacy of



bravery, brilliance, and bloodshed. This fascinating, remarkably intimate chronicle traces the lives of
these unforgettable men--their training, their personalities, and the events in which they made their
names and met their fates. Drawing on letters, diaries, and personal accounts, John C. Waugh has
written a collective biography of masterful proportions, as vivid and engrossing as fiction in its
re-creation of these brilliant figures and their pivotal roles in American history.
  the memoirs of henry heth: Ghosts of the Confederacy Gaines M. Foster, 1987-04-23
Through an examination of memoirs, personal papers, and postwar Confederate rituals, this book
explores how white southerners interpreted the Civil War, accepted defeat, and readily embraced
reunion and a New South. It reveals that while the Lost Cause was a central force in shaping late
19th-century southern culture, the legacy of defeat ultimately had little impact on southern behavior.
  the memoirs of henry heth: Historical Dictionary of the Civil War Terry L. Jones, 2011 The
Civil War was the most traumatic event in American history, pitting Americans against one another,
rending the national fabric, leaving death and devastation in its wake, and instilling an anger that
has not entirely dissipated even to this day, 150 years later. This updated and expanded two-volume
second edition of the Historical Dictionary of the Civil War relates the history of this war through a
chronology, an introductory essay, an extensive bibliography, and hundreds of cross-referenced
dictionary entries on persons, places, events, institutions, battles, and campaigns. This book is an
excellent access point for students, researchers, and anyone wanting to know more about the Civil
War.
  the memoirs of henry heth: General A.P. Hill James I. Robertson, Jr., 2010-08-11 A
Confederate general who ranks with Lee, Jeb Stuart, and Stonewall Jackson but whose achievements
have been unfairly neglected until now, finally receives his due in this invaluable biography by a
noted historian of the Civil War. Drawing extensively on newly unearthed documents, this work
provides a gripping battle-by-battle assessment of Hill's role in Antietam, Fredericksburg,
Gettysburg, and other battles. 8 pages of photographs.
  the memoirs of henry heth: Decisions at The Wilderness and Spotsylvania Court House Dave
Townsend, 2024-01-12 The successive battles of The Wilderness and Spotsylvania Court House
opened Lt. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant’s 1864 Overland Campaign. As the first confrontation between
Union and Confederate leaders Grant and Gen. Robert E. Lee, these two bloody battles signaled the
new reality of war. The fighting at the Battle of The Wilderness, immediately followed by the Battle
of Spotsylvania Court House, was costly for both sides, and while the Union army could replace its
losses, Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia could not. It would be exactly one year from Grant’s orders
to Gen. George G. Meade stating that Lee’s army would be his objective until the surrender at
Appomattox. Decisions at The Wilderness and Spotsylvania Court House introduces readers to
critical decisions made by Confederate and Union commanders throughout the two costly meetings.
Dave Townsend examines the decisions that prefigured the action and shaped the course of each
battle as it unfolded. Rather than a linear history of the battles, Townsend’s discussion of the critical
decisions presents readers with a vivid blueprint of the battles’ developments. Exploring the critical
decisions in this way allows the reader to progress from a sense of what happened in these battles to
why they happened as they did. Complete with maps and a guided tour, Decisions at The Wilderness
and Spotsylvania Court House is an indispensable primer, and readers looking for concise
introductions to the battles can tour this sacred ground—or read about it at their leisure—with key
insights into the battles and a deeper understanding of the Civil War itself. Decisions at The
Wilderness and Spotsylvania Court House is the seventh in a series of books that will explore the
critical decisions of major campaigns and battles of the Civil War.
  the memoirs of henry heth: Winfield Scott and the Profession of Arms Allan Peskin, 2003
Winfield Scott (1786-1866) was arguably the premier soldier of his era, responsible for the
professionalization of the US Army during his long career. Allan Peskin's biography presents
research which supports the view of General Scott as a forward-looking managerial officer.
  the memoirs of henry heth: The Battle of the Wilderness, May 5–6, 1864 Gordon C. Rhea,
2004-09-01 Fought in a tangled forest fringing the south bank of the Rapidan River, the Battle of the



Wilderness marked the initial engagement in the climactic months of the Civil War in Virginia, and
the first encounter between Ulysses S. Grant and Robert E. Lee. In an exciting narrative, Gordon C.
Rhea provides the consummate recounting of that conflict of May 5 and 6, 1864, which ended with
high casualties on both sides but no clear victor. With its balanced analysis of events and people,
command structures and strategies, The Battle of the Wilderness is operational history as it should
be written.
  the memoirs of henry heth: A Small But Spartan Band Zack C. Waters, James C. Edmonds,
2013-11-05 A comprehensive study of the Florida Brigade, which served under Robert E. Lee in the
famed Army of Northern Virginia.
  the memoirs of henry heth: Union Sharpshooter vs Confederate Sharpshooter Gary Yee,
2019-06-27 During the American Civil War, the Union and the Confederacy both fielded units of
sharpshooters. Sometimes equipped with firearms no better than those of their infantry brethren,
they fought in a manner reminiscent of Napoleonic-era light infantry. Siege warfare placed a
premium on marksmanship and the sharpshooter became indispensable as they could drive
artillerymen from their guns. They could also become expert scouts and, for the Confederacy,
impressive raiders – one raid netted almost 250 prisoners. Initially, Union marksmen enjoyed the
upper hand, but as the Confederates began raising and training their own sharpshooters, they
proved themselves as worthy opponents. In this study, Gary Yee, an expert in firearms of the period,
assesses the role played by sharpshooters in three bloody clashes at the height of the American Civil
War – the battle of Fredericksburg, the siege of Vicksburg, and the siege of Battery Wagner.
  the memoirs of henry heth: William S. Rosecrans and the Union Victory David G. Moore,
2014-03-25 This is the first biography of Union General William S. Rosecrans in more than fifty
years. It tells the story of his military successes and the important results that led to the Union
victory in the Civil War: winning the first major campaign of the war in West Virginia in 1861;
victories in northeastern Mississippi that made the Vicksburg Campaign possible; gaining the victory
without which Abraham Lincoln said the nation could scarcely have lived over; conducting two
brilliant campaigns in Tennessee and fighting the battle of Chickamauga (giving permanent
possession of Chattanooga to the federals); defending Missouri from an invasion in 1864. The book
also attempts to explain why Rosecrans was removed four times despite his military successes and
examines the important part politics played in the war. Additionally it reveals a man who promoted
many advances in medical care, transportation and cartography; a man interested in engineering as
well as theology.
  the memoirs of henry heth: The Last Citadel Noah Andre Trudeau, 2022-05-20 The revised
and updated groundbreaking study of the most extensive military operation of the Civil War—from
the author of Bloody Roads South. The Petersburg campaign began on June 9, 1864, and ended on
April 3, 1865, when Federal troops at last entered the city. It was the longest and most costly siege
ever to take place on North American soil, yet it has been overshadowed by other actions that
occurred at the same time period, most notably Sherman's famous March to the Sea, and Sheridan's
celebrated Shenandoah Valley campaign. The ten-month Petersburg affair witnessed many more
combat actions than the other two combined, and involved an average of 170,000 soldiers, not to
mention thousands of civilians who were also caught up in the maelstrom. By its bloody end, the
Petersburg campaign would add more than 70,000 casualties to the war's total. With the same
dogged determination that had seen him through the terrible Overland Campaign, Lieutenant
General Ulysses S. Grant fixed his sights on the capture of Petersburg. Grant's opponent, General
Robert E. Lee, was equally determined that the Cockade City would not fall. Trudeau crafts this
dramatic and moving story largely through the words of the men and women who were there,
including officers, common soldiers, and the residents of Petersburg. What emerges is an epic
account rich in human incident and adventure. Based on exhaustive research into official records
and unpublished memoirs, letters, and diaries, as well as published recollections and regimental
histories, The Last Citadel also includes twenty-three maps and a choice selection of drawings by
on-the-spot combat artists.



  the memoirs of henry heth: The Spotsylvania Campaign Gary W. Gallagher, 2010-02-01 The
Spotsylvania Campaign was a crucial period in the protracted confrontation between Ulysses S.
Grant and Robert E. Lee in spring 1864. Approaching the campaign from a variety of perspectives,
the contributors to this volume explore questions regarding high command, tactics and strategy, the
impact of continuous fighting on officers and soldiers in both armies, and the ways in which some
participants chose to remember and interpret the campaign. They offer insight into the decisions
and behavior of Lee and of Federal army leaders, the fullest descriptions to date of the horrific
fighting at the “Bloody Angle” on May 12, and a revealing look at how Grant used his memoirs to
counter Lost Cause interpretations of his actions at Spotsylvania and elsewhere in the Overland
Campaign. The contributors are William A. Blair, Peter S. Carmichael, Gary W. Gallagher, Robert E.
L. Krick, Robert K. Krick, William D. Matter, Carol Reardon, and Gordon C. Rhea.
  the memoirs of henry heth: The Papers of Jefferson Davis Jefferson Davis, 1995-01-01 Volume
8 of The Papers of Jefferson Davis brings the Confederate president to the second year of the War
Between the States and shows that during 1862 Davis was almost completely overwhelmed by
military matters. Indeed, early that year, in an address to the Confederate Congress, he admitted
that in trying to defend every part of its far-flung territory, the “Government had attempted more
than it had power successfully to achieve.” During 1862, Judah P. Benjamin was replaced as
secretary of war by George W. Randolph, who was then succeeded by James A. Seddon. As the year
advanced, Davis’ relationships with certain key generals continued to sour. Chief among them were
P.G.T. Beauregard, who was finally removed from his last significant command, and Joseph E.
Johnston, whose fall from grace precipitated Robert E. Lee’s rise to influence as commander of the
Army of Northern Virginia. Lee proved to be as adept in communicating and coordinating plans with
the president as Johnston had been inept. At the inconclusive Battle of Shiloh, Davis lost Albert
Sidney Johnston, a trusted friend and the general he had most admired. Like Shiloh, many other
campaigns of 1862 ended in stalemate and withdrawal, including Henry H. Sibley’s New Mexico
campaign, Braxton Bragg’s Kentucky campaign, Earl Van Dorn’s battle at Elkhorn Tavern, and the
Confederacy’s greatest gamble—Lee’s Invasion of Maryland. Correspondence with Davis’ brother,
Joseph E. Davis, reveals the ever-worsening situation in Mississippi. The Federal occupation of New
Orleans, the fall of new Madrid and Island No. 10, and Grants repeated attempts to capture
Vicksburg heightened anxiety about the area and persuaded the president to tour the western
theater in December. Because the Union’s springtime invasion of Richmond prompted Davis to send
his wife and children away, Volume 8 contains an unusually rich collection of letters exchanged
during their separation. This correspondence offers a rare glimpse into the minds and hearts of
Davis and his wife. Altogether, more than 2,000 documents, many never before published, are
included in Volume 8; 133 are printed in full. Culled from fifty-nine repositories, twenty-one private
collections, and numerous printed sources, they reveal that despite the many setbacks he suffered in
1862, Davis maintained a deep devotion to duty and an unbending will to win.
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